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HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  is  saddened  by  the  untimely 
passing  of  entertainer  Anna  Nicole  Smith. 
She  was  a  frequent  guest  of  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Hollywood, 
attending  events  including  the  Peter  vs. 
Toney  II  boxing  match  on  Jan.  7.  Our  condo¬ 
lences  go  out  to  her  family  and  loved  ones, 
especially  her  five  month  old  baby  girl 
Dannielyn. 


QILUE  SWAMP  SAFARI 

iHEMEwlHCKI  VMI  irEHMTMlhff 

Feb.  23  -  25 

Big  Cypress  Shootout 
2nd  Seminole  War  Reenactment,  enjoy 
Native  foods,  story  telling,  dancing, 
period  settlers  camp,  demonstrations, 
archery,  hatchet  and  atlatl  throwing 
Held  at  Billie  Swamp  Safari 
Call  (800)  949-6101,  Ext.  112  or 
(863)  228-6806  for  more  info, 
www.  seminoletribe .  com/calendar 


Public  Safety  Complex  Groundbreaking 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  It  was  a  chilly,  rainy  day  on 
Jan.  25  as  Tribal  citizens  and  employees  gathered  under 
a  big  white  tent  and  took  in  the  sounds  of  Native 
American  flutes  com¬ 
ing  from  a  sound  sys¬ 
tem.  Two  portable 
patio  gas  heaters  were 
strategically  placed  to 
help  comfort  guests 
from  the  sudden  win¬ 
ter  blast  from  up 
north. 

The  new 
45,000  square  foot 
Big  Cypress  Public 
Safety  Complex  is 
located  adjacent  to 
the  airport  runway 
and  off  the  side  of 
Snake  Road,  across 
the  road  from  the  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum. 

It  will  become  the 
new  home  for  Big 
Cypress’s  Seminole 
Police  Department 
(SPD),  Emergency 
Services  department, 

Emergency  Operating 
Center,  mail  facility, 
vehicle  maintenance 
center  and  airport 
entry  point. 

This  facility 


was  planned  on  and  off  for  the  past  five  years  and  was  to 
be  constructed  where  the  old  Frank  Billie  Building  had 
been  before  a  fire  destroyed  it. 

❖  See  COMPLEX,  page  8 


(L-R)  EMS  Chief  John  Cooper,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie,  BC  Council 
Representative  David  R.  Cypress,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  BC  Board 
Representative  Paul  Bowers,  and  SPD  Chief  Charles  E.  Tiger. 


Seminole  Artists:  Modern  Masters 
of  Tradition  Exhibit  Opens 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  An 
impressive  audience  of  Seminole 
Tribal  citizens,  museum  visitors, 
artists  and  their  families  gathered  at 
the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  on  Jan. 

28  for  the  opening  of  a  new  exhibit. 
Seminole  Artists:  Modem  Masters  of 
Tradition  suggests  that  the  viewert 
take  a  journey  with  the  artists  to  gain 
a  genuine  Seminole  perspective  on 
life,  art  and  culture. 

As  the  doors  opened  on  this 
spectacular  array  of  artistic  expres¬ 
sion  generated  by  eight  Seminole 
artists,  the  suggestion  became  a  reali¬ 
ty.  The  crowd  slowly  worked  their 
way  through  a  wide  variety  of  artistic 
mediums,  each  evoking  an  in  depth 
study  of  the  artist’s  intentions  and 
thought  provoking  results. 

Tina  Osceola,  executive 
director  of  museums  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe  made  the  opening  presentation. 

“I  am  very  proud  to  be  able 
to  welcome  you  today  to  this  awe¬ 
some  expression  of  incredible  art  and 
❖  See  MUSEUM,  page  4 


Judy  Weeks 

In  the  “Crow’s  Vision,”  artist  Elgin  Jumper  incorporated  traditional 
Seminole  patchwork. 


Amber  Craig  Named 
2007  Brighton 
Seminole  Princess 

McKayla  Snow,  Brighton  Jr.  Miss 


Stephen  Galla 

Please  see  the  March  16  issue  for  full  coverage. 


Special  Council 

Meeting, 

Presentation 


Chris  Jenkins 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  presents  a  tra¬ 
ditional  Native  American  hand  drum  to  Chairman 
Cypress  and  the  Tribal  Council. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  There  was  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  for  Tribal  Council  on  Jan.  29  with  four  resolutions  on 
the  agenda  for  discussion.  All  four  passed. 

Resolution  4:  The  guaranty  in  favor  of  the 
Rank  Group,  PLC  and  certain  Rank  Group  Companies 
related  to  the  sale  of  the  Hard  Rock  assets  to  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Entertainment,  Inc.:  limited  waver 
of  sovereign  immunity; 

Resolution  5:  The  formation  of  a  holding  com¬ 
pany  and  an  affiliate  company  for  purposes  of  acquiring 
the  Hard  Rock  assets; 

Resolution  6:  The  approval  of  borrowing  funds 
for  gaming  division  improvements/additions,  designated 
toward  the  Coconut  Creek  Casino  and  Seminole  Hard 
Rocks  in  Hollywood  and  Tampa; 

Resolution  7:  Seminole  Product  Distributors 
Inc.  agreement  for  hot  dogs  and  non-alcoholic  beverage 
sales  in  the  Lucky  Street  parking  garage  at  the 
Hollywood  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 

At  the  conclusion  of  meeting  procedures,  a  spe¬ 
cial  presentation  was  made  to  council  members  and  the 
Tribe  by  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas.  A  cus¬ 
tom,  hand-held  man-made  drum  and  drum  stick  made  of 
deer  and  buckskin  was  her  featured  gift. 


Indian  Pride  Lets 
Native  Americans  Tell 
Their  Own  History 

By  Wanda  F.  Bowers 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Brittney  Yescas,  along  with  other  delegates 
representing  the  Seminole  Tribe,  had  the  honor  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  world  premiere  of  Indian  Pride  in  Washington, 
DC.  Indian  Pride  is  a  broadcast  magazine  program  for 
pubhc  television  that  showcases  the  history  and  culture 
of  562  American  Indian  nations. 

The  premiere  was  held  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution’s  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian. 

Indian  Pride  Executive  Producers  Bob  Dambach 
and  JuniKae  Randall  hosted  the  program.  The  two  wel¬ 
comed  all  the  visitors,  special  guest  and  members  of  the 
Indian  Pride  advisory  board. 

Danny  Jumper,  director  of  WSBC  Seminole 
Broadcasting,  and  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Hollywood  Tribal 
Council  representative,  are  both  advisory  board  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  as  a  whole  was 
acknowledged  because  of  the  involvement  bringing  this 
production  to  fruition. 

Along  with  Jumper  and  Osceola,  Damback  and 
Randall  also  recognized  Yescas.  They  mentioned  she 

❖  See  PRIDE,  page  8 
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A  Hero  on  the  Road  to  Rome 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor  s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  Director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments  on  this 
column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  CTD 
grants.  His  e-mail  address  is  CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The 
opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.] 

Native  students  often  do  not  know  about  their  heroes.  I 
think  there  is  a  conspiracy  to  keep  them  from  knowing.  Recently, 

1  finished  a  two-volume  book  on  the  subject,  and  Mellen  Press 
will  publish  it  soon.  This  is  one  of  the  stories  from  that  book. 

On  the  way  to  Rome  from  Anzio  in  1944,  Lieutenant  Van 

T.  Barfoot,  a  Choctaw  from  Mississippi,  won  the  Medal  of  Honor 
by  knocking  out  two  machine  gun  nests  and  capturing  17  German 
soldiers  near  Carano,  Italy.  Later  that  day  he  repelled  a  German 
tank  assault,  destroyed  a  Nazi  fieldpiece  and,  while  returning  to 
camp,  carried  two  wounded  commanders  to 
safety.  He  was  awarded  a  battlefield  commis¬ 
sion  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  addition  to  the 
Medal  of  Honor. 

Van  was  assigned  to  the  157th 
Infantry  Battalion,  45th  Infantry  Division, 

U. S.  Army,  known  as  the  “Thunderbird”  divi¬ 
sion.  He  had  been  bom  in  Edinburg,  Miss. 

He  was  a  huge  man  for  his  time, 
standing  six-feet-six-inches  and  weighing 
more  than  230  pounds.  He  carried  his  carbine 
as  if  it  were  a  baton  instead  of  a  medium- 
heavy  weapon.  He  liked  to  patrol  behind 
German  lines  by  himself  at  night  instead  of 
sitting  in  his  foxhole,  according  to  Lieutenant 
Liggett,  who  served  with  him  in  both  Italy 
and  France. 

The  invasion  at  Anzio  had  started  in 
early  1944.  The  main  thing  the  Germans 
feared  was  a  successful  drive  by  the  allies  up 
through  the  heart  of  Italy  would  see  them 
keep  going  all  the  way  to  the  fatherland  and 
eventual  ultimate  defeat. 

Thus  the  Germans  did  everything 
they  could  to  drive  the  allied  forces  back  into  the  sea  after  they 
had  landed  successfully  on  the  beach  at  Anzio.  They  bombed  the 
allied  positions  with  butterfly  bombs  that  weighed  only  4.4 
pounds,  but  fell  out  of  the  sky  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands. 

They  threatened  to  drop  German  paratroopers  on  the 
beachhead  during  the  dead  of  night.  They  bombarded  the  area 
with  artillery.  They  fired  huge  projectiles  out  of  a  gun  that  were 
so  large  they  were  carried  by  railroad  car.  They  strafed  the  allied 
positions  daily  and  sometimes  at  night  with  fighter-bombers.  They 
blew  up  allied  ammo  dumps.  They  ran  tanks  down  the  hills 
toward  the  dug-in  troops,  firing  as  they  came.  This  was  war  at  its 
most  ugly  and  most  brutal  phase. 

On  the  day  of  the  extensive  action,  May  23,  1944, 
Barfoot,  then  a  technical  sergeant,  found  his  platoon  heavily 
engaged  in  staving  off  a  heavy  assault  by  German  forces.  The 
Germans  were  well  entrenched  on  higher  ground,  commanding  a 
superior  view  of  the  U.S.  Army  forces  below  them.  Sergeant 
Barfoot  moved  off  alone  along  the  enemy  flank.  He  crawled  near 
a  machine  gun  nest  and  made  a  direct  hit  on  it  with  a  hand 
grenade,  killing  two  German  soldiers  and  wounding  three  others. 

He  continued  along  the  defense  line  to  the  vicinity  of 


another  machine  gun  emplacement,  where  with  his  Tommy  gun 
he  killed  two  more  Germans  and  captured  three  others.  Members 
of  a  third  enemy  machine  gun  crew,  after  seeing  the  first  two 
machine  gun  crews  killed  and  captured,  then  gave  up  their  posi¬ 
tion  and  surrendered  to  him  without  further  fighting. 

Leaving  the  enemy  prisoners  for  his  squad  to  pick  up,  he 
proceeded  single-handedly  to  mop  up  other  enemy  units  in  the 
area.  He  captured  more  prisoners  and  brought  his  total  for  the  day 
to  17  POWs. 

After  securing  their  position,  his  squad  enjoyed  a  lull  in 
the  fighting.  Sergeant  Barfoot  reorganized  his  men  and  secured 
his  position.  But  later  in  the  day,  the  enemy  launched  a  fierce 
counterattack  using  armored  tanks  as  their  main  weapon.  The  tank 
fire  was  aimed  directly  at  the  positions  of  his  troops. 

Securing  a  bazooka,  Sergeant  Barfoot  took  up  an 
exposed  position  directly  in  front  of  three  oncoming  Mark  VI 

tanks.  His  first  shot  from  75  yards  out  destroyed 
the  track  of  the  first  tank,  immobilizing  it.  The 
other  two  tanks  then  changed  direction  and 
headed  for  his  flank. 

As  the  crew  of  the  first  disabled  tank 
dismounted,  he  killed  all  three  of  them  with  his 
Tommy  gun.  He  continued  alone  into  enemy  ter¬ 
ritory  and  destroyed  a  recently  abandoned  field- 
piece  by  placing  a  demolition  charge  in  the 
breech  of  the  gun  emplacement. 

While  returning  to  his  platoon’s  posi¬ 
tion  he  was  exhausted  by  a  whole  days’  fighting. 
However,  Barfoot  assisted  two  of  his  men  to 
drag  themselves  to  a  place  of  safety,  1,700  yards 
to  the  rear  of  the  front  lines. 

By  the  early  summer  he  had  won  and 
been  awarded  a  battlefield  commission.  When  he 
received  the  Medal  of  Honor  on  Oct.  4,  1944,  he 
was  already  a  second  lieutenant.  President 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  presented  the  Medal 
of  Honor  to  him  at  the  White  House. 

His  citation  stated  that  his  extraordinary 
heroism,  demonstration  of  magnificent  valor,  and 
aggressive  determination  in  the  face  of  point 
blank  fire  were  a  perpetual  inspiration  to  his  fellow  soldiers.  It 
cited  his  conspicuous  gallantry  and  intrepidity  at  the  risk  of  life 
and  limb  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  as  justification  for 
being  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor. 

He  served  out  the  rest  of  his  war  experiences  as  an  offi¬ 
cer,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  before  returning 
home.  He  fought  all  the  way  through  France  without  suffering  any 
wounds.  He  remained  in  the  Army  for  a  career,  retiring  as  a  full 
colonel  with  war  service  in  both  World  War  II  and  Korea. 

Barfoot  currently  lives  in  Ford,  Va.  He  is  featured  in  the 
Medal  of  Honor  Memorial  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  along  with  3,400 
other  winners  of  the  medal. 

A  total  of  25  American  Indians  have  won  the  Medal  of 
Honor  since  Congress  first  authorized  it.  Ask  your  children  if  they 
can  name  one  of  them.  If  they  cannot,  you  as  a  teacher  or  a  parent 
need  to  start  teaching  them  these  things. 

Colonel  Barfoot  exemplified  the  highest  ideals  of  the 
warrior  in  the  U.S.  He  never  doubted  that  he  had  a  duty  to  defend 
his  country.  He  is  often  called  on  to  make  speeches  to  schools, 
civic  groups,  and  national  conferences.  His  Tribe  also  honored 
him  when  he  came  home  from  the  war. 


Letters  &  E-mait 


Please  send  all  letters  to  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024 


Dear  Editor, 

We’re  impressed  to  see  the  cre¬ 
ative  writing  of  Elgin  Jumper  in  the 
Tribune.  He’s  taking  after  his  uncle,  James 
Jumper,  who  wrote  great  poetry  in  the 
1950s. 

Cordially, 

Pat  &  Guy  LaBree 

Arcadia,  Fla. 


Dear  Editor, 

I  am  a  Native  American  artist 
residing  in  Minnesota.  Currently,  I  am 
looking  for  casinos  that  want  paintings  of 
their  native  people  for  display.  Enclosed 
are  two  paintings  that  can  be  purchased  or 
viewed  as  an  example. 

If  you  wish  to  see  more,  here  is 
my  website:  www.freewebs.com/curieux- 
fihe.  To  contact  me,  call  (763)  502-1616. 

Thank  you, 

Carol  Smith 
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Dear  Editor, 

We  would  like  to  invite  everyone, 
especially  all  southeastern  Native 
Americans,  to  attend  the  celebration  and 
unveiling  of  bronze  sculptures  of  Florida 
Native  Americans  in  Tallahassee  on  March 
15.  It  is  entitled  “American  Royalty.” 

Former  Governor  Jeb  Bush  has 
proclaimed  March  15  as  “Florida  Native 
American  Day,”  and  the  day’s  celebration 
will  kick  off  Florida  Heritage  Month.  On 
that  day  in  Tallahassee,  there  will  be  an 
unveiling  of  a  bronze  statue  of  a  group  of 
Florida  Native  Americans  as  depicted  by 
16th  Century  French  artist  Jacques  Le 
Moyne. 

At  that  time,  the  territory  known 
as  “La  Florida,”  or,  “the  flower,”  covered 
an  area  from  Alabama  to  Virginia. 
Therefore,  the  tribute  will  include  the 
native  people  who  originally  lived  in  the 
Southeastern  U.S.  Most  of  these  people 
were  members  of  the  so-called  Five 
Civilized  Tribes,  consisting  of  Creek, 
Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Cherokee  and 
Seminole. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  celebration 
will  educate  the  public  regarding  the  his¬ 
toric  importance  of  the  Southeastern 
Tribes;  a  great  people  too  often  neglected 
in  film  and  television  depictions  of  our 
country’s  Native  Americans. 

This  tribute  to  Native  Americans 
is  long  overdue.  We  hope  many  Native 
Americans  associated  with  the 
Southeastern  Tribes  will  attend  the  unveil¬ 
ing  and  celebration.  There  are  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  this  celebration  for  years  to  come. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley,  Linda  and 

Bradley  Cooley  Jr. 

Bronze  By  Cooley 

Dear  Editor, 

I  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Homestead  4-H  Club  and  were  recently  at 
the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  and  had  the  most 
wonderful  time. 

I  would  like  to  commend  all 
involved  in  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  Tour. 
Jodi,  Kathy  and  Raymond  were  fantastic. 
Glen  did  a  great  job  of  storytelling  and  was 
naturally  courteous  to  all  our  inquiries.  The 
man  who  did  the  tour  and  reptile  show  was 
so  entertaining!  Our  raptor  guide  was 
exceptionally  informed. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  best 
weekend  ever, 

Bonnie  Ferguson 

Dear  Editor, 

I’m  a  basic  white  guy,  over-40  of 
Euro  background,  and  today  I  read  an  arti¬ 
cle  about  the  Seminole  purchase  of  much 
of  the  Hard  Rock  enterprise.  I  was  particu¬ 
larly  taken  by  this  quote:  “We’re  going  to 
buy  Manhattan  back  one  hamburger  at  a 
time,”  Max  Osceola  said. 

What  a  fantastic  quote!  And  I 
hope  you,  in  the  large  sense,  make  it,  or  at 
least  come  close.  When  you  finalize  the 
deal,  I’m  going  to  take  my  kids  to  a  Hard 


tribune@semtribe.com  ❖ 

Rock  Cafe  for  the  first  time.  I  wish  you  the 
very  best  of  luck! 

Edward  Rice 

Vienna,  VA 

Dear  Editor, 

My  name  is  Ian  German.  I’m  a 
social  work  student  from  Florida  Atlantic 
University  and  I  am  doing  a  community 
assessment  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  I’d  like  to  meet  with  somebody  or 
be  referred  to  a  website  or  library  where  I 
can  find  a  great  deal  of  information  about 
the  community,  including  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  demographics,  spiritual  systems, 
political  forces,  etc.  Thank  you  for  your 
help. 

Sincerely, 

Ian  German 

Dear  Mr.  German, 

Thank  you  for  your  inquiry  and 
decision  to  build  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  into  your  learning  experience. 

Our  website  is  www.semtribe.com.  If  you 
need  more  information  of  interviews,  all 
official  requests  for  research  should  be 
submitted  through  our  Tribe’s  General 
Counsel,  Jim  Shore. 

Tina  M.  Osceola 

Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

As  a  child  growing  up  in  South 
Florida,  I  took  many  field  trips  to  the 
Seminole  Village  from  my  various  schools 
in  Miami  Beach,  Hollywood  and  West 
Palm  Beach.  I  hope  I  developed  a  true 
appreciation  for  the  culture  and  ideals  of 
the  people  we  met  during  those  trips  and  I 
tried  to  pass  that  appreciation  on  to  our 
three  sons. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  just  want 
to  say  congratulations  on  the  acquisition  of 
the  Hard  Rock  chain.  When  I  read  about  it 
a  few  minutes  ago  on  Yahoo,  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  write  just  to  say  way  to  go! 

I  think  it’s  great  and  it  couldn’t 
happen  to  anyone  more  hard  working  or 
deserving  than  the  people  I  met  on  those 
long  ago  field  trips. 

Stefanie  Samara  Hamblen 

Gainesville,  FL 
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Sadie  Tommie  Cypress  and  Mildred 
Bowers  Tommie. 
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Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Hosts  Workshop  to  Educate  Tribal  Citizens 

Guest  Invited  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  staff 
members  hosted  a  dinner- 
workshop  on  Jan.  18  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 

Casino  on  the  American 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  act  of 
1990.  Ken  Van  Wey  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior  also  presented. 

The  dinner-meeting 
coincided  with  the  Tribal 
Fair.  It  was  intended  to 
ensure  that  all  Tribal  artisans, 
storeowners,  Tribal  Fair  com¬ 
mittee  members  and  the  com¬ 
munity  overall  know  and 
understand  the  law  regarding 
Tribal  crafts.  The  law  serves 
to  safeguard  the  artistic 
integrity  of  all  arts  and  crafts 
made  by  Tribal  citizens. 

A  PowerPoint  pres¬ 
entation  was  delivered  by  a 
staff  member  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior 
and  the  discussion  of  the  act 
and  all  of  its  entities.  He 
even  touched  on  copyright  and  trademark 
laws. 

The  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board 
was  established  in  1935,  by  Public  Law  74- 


The  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  staff  held  a  workshop  on  the  American  Indian  Arts  &  Crafts  Act. 


355,  as  a  separate  federal  agency  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior.  The  Indian 
Arts  and  Crafts  Board  was  created  by  con¬ 
gress  to  promote  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  economic  development 
through  the  expansion  of  the  Indian  arts  and  Tribe, 
crafts  market. 

The  rule  provides  guidance  to  per¬ 
sons  who  produce,  market,  or  purchase  arts 


and  crafts  marketed  as  Indian  products. 

Each  year  the  sale  of  American 
Indian  arts  and  crafts  in  the  U.S.  generates 
$1  billion.  However,  many  of  these  prod¬ 
ucts  sold  as  authentic,  are  actually  imita¬ 
tion  or  fake.  Under  the  Indian  Arts  and 
Crafts  Act  1990,  art  and  craft  products  for 
sale  may  be  described  as  Indian,  meaning 
the  products  were  made  entirely  by  a 
member  of  a  federally  or  state  recognized 


Copyright  is  a  form  of  protection  provided  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  (title  17,  U.S.  Code)  to 
the  authors  of  “original  works  of  authorship” 
including  literary,  dramatic,  musical,  artistic,  and  certain 
other  intellectual  works.  This  protection  is  available  to 
both  published  and  unpublished  works. 

Copyright  act  generally  give  the  owner  of  copy¬ 
right  the  exclusive  right  to  do  and  to  authorize  others  to 
do  the  following. 

•  To  reproduce  the  work  in  copies  or  phonorecords 
•  To  prepare  derivative  works  based  upon  the  work 
•  To  distribute  copies  or  phonorecords  of  the  work  to 
the  public  by  sale  or  other  transfer  of  ownership,  or  by 
rental,  lease,  or  lending 

•  To  perform  the  work  publicly,  in  the  case  of  liter¬ 
ary,  musical,  dramatic,  and  choreographic  works,  pan¬ 
tomimes,  and  motion  pictures  and  other  audiovisual  work 
•  In  case  of  sound  recordings,  to  perform  the  work 
publicly  by  means  of  a  digital  audio  transmission. 

U.  S.  Copyright  office 
The  Library  of  Congress 
101  Independence  Avenue,  SE 
Washington,  DC  20559-6000 
www.copyright.gov 


There  is  an  alarming  rate  of 
fraudulent  representation  of  “Indian  made” 
products  being  sold,  in 
which  such  products  are 
not  made  by  Indians. 
Therefore  if  you  were  to 
come  across  something 
like  this  you  are  to  call  the 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts 
Board  and  they  will  take 
action.  The  act  is  what  they 
call  truth-in-advertising  that 
provides  criminal  and  civil 
penalties  for  marketing 
products  as  “Indian  Made.” 

The  workshop  out¬ 
lined  a  number  of  different 
ways  to  file  a  complaint, 
including:  letter,  e-mail,  fax, 
toll  free  phone  call  and  via 
the  internet. 

The  informative 
workshop  allowed  Tribal 
citizens  to  ask  extensive 
questions  involving  any¬ 
thing  about  arts  and  crafts 
or  the  presentation.  The  rep¬ 
resentative  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior 


Trademarks  is  a  word  or  phrase,  sym¬ 
bol  or  design,  or  combination  of 
words,  phrases,  symbols  or  designs, 
that  identifies  and  distinguishes  the  source 
of  the  goods  of  one  party  from  those  of 
others. 

Service  Mark  is  the  same  as  a 
trademark,  except  that  it  identifies  and  dis¬ 
tinguishes  the  source  of  a  service  rather 
than  a  product. 

Commissioner  of  Trademarks 
Box-New  App-Fee 
2900  Crystal  Drive 
Arlington,  VA  22202-35 13 
(800)  786-9199 
www.uspto.gov 


was  able  to  answer  any  and  all  questions 
that  were  raised  and  walked  everyone 
through  an  incident  report  claim  from 
beginning  to  end. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  staff  including: 
Ann  McCudden,  museum  director,  Dorian 
Lange,  development  coordinator,  Michole 
Eldred,  curator  of  collections,  Diana  Stone, 
education  coordinator,  Barbara  Butera, 
Okalee  Museum  manager  and  Eric  Alvarez, 
Florida  Seminole  Tourism,  were  on  hand  to 
help  answer  any  and  all  questions  regarding 
this  matter. 

For  further  information  concerning 
contemporary  Native  American  arts  and 
crafts,  or  to  obtain  information  on  the 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990  contact: 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board,  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior  1849  C.  Street, 
N.W.,  MS  2528-MIB,  Washington,  DC 
20240.  Also,  call  toll  free  to  (888)  ART- 
FAKE  or  log  on  to  www.iacb.doi.gov. 


Native  Museums  Marketing  Native  Arts 

Hosted  by  Penobscot  Nation  Museum,  Old  Town,  Maine 


Submitted  by  Karen  Cooper,  Museum 
Training  Programs  Coordinator 

Is  your  community  struggling  to 
maintain  your  culture’s  arts?  Do  you  rep¬ 
resent  a  Native  museum  or  cultural  cen¬ 
ter? 

Attend  an  innovative  four  day 
workshop  organized  by  the  Smithsonian’s 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
that  will  help  assess  the  strengths  and 
needs  of  your  organization’s  cultural  arts 
program,  and  introduce  you  to  successful 
ideas  and  important  resources  for  market¬ 
ing  Native  arts. 

The  Wabanki  Confederacy, 
which  includes  the  Penobscot  Nation,  is 
involved  in  supporting  the  continuation 
of  community  arts  such  as  birchbark 
crafts,  decorative  and  work  basketry,  and 
the  unique  carving  traditions  of  wooden 
clubs  and  canes.  During  the  workshop, 
participants  will  visit  the  Wabanaki  Arts 
Center;  home  of  the  Maine  Indian 
Basketmaker’s  Alliance. 

In  addition,  Betty  DuPree  from 
Cherokee,  N.C.,  will  discuss  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Qualla  Arts  and  Crafts  Mutual 
and  Bonnie  Ekdahl,  Director  of  the 
Ziibiwing  Center  of  Anishinabe  Culture 
will  talk  about  community  arts  initiatives. 
Also,  an  array  of  Maine  museums  will 
share  their  experiences  in  developing 
exhibitions  about  Native  arts,  museum 
store  management  and  public  program¬ 
ming. 

Workshop  components: 
Participants  will  learn  about  marketing 
Native  arts,  creating  cooperatives,  man¬ 
aging  museum  stores,  developing  art 
exhibitions  and  events,  working  with 
artists,  attracting  buyers  and  more.  As  a 
group,  participants  will  explore  commu¬ 
nity  traditions  and  discuss  the  evolution 
of  Native  arts  and  the  Native  arts  market. 

Who  may  apply:  People  repre¬ 
senting  Native  museums  and  cultural  cen¬ 
ters  in  North  America  may  apply.  The 
workshop  will  be  presented  in  English.  A 
total  of  15  people  will  be  selected  to 
attend.  Selection  will  be  based  on 
expressed  need  and  desire  for  the  work¬ 
shop,  perceived  ability  to  understand  and 
apply  the  information  presented  in  the 
workshop,  strength  of  the  letter  of  sup¬ 
port,  and  adherence  to  application  proce¬ 
dures,  including  meeting  the  deadline. 

Cost:  There  is  no  fee  for  the 
workshop.  Full  or  partial  assistance  for 
costs  associated  with  housing  and  travel 
is  available,  see  Application  Instructions 
on  the  website, 
www.AmericanIndian.si.edu. 

Application  deadline: 
Applications  must  be  received  on  or 
before  Feb.  28;  see  Application 
Instructions.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Karen  Cooper  at  (301)  238-1543  or 
cooperk@si.edu. 


Application  instructions:  Please 
do  not  provide  your  responses  on  this 
page;  use  additional  sheets  of  paper.  Do 
not  send  resumes,  mission  statements, 
plans  of  action,  or  other  documents; 
although  brochures  of  museums  and  cul¬ 
tural  centers  are  welcome.  Do  not  staple 
or  bind  the  application.  Keep  your 
responses  brief,  but  provide  adequate 
information  for  the  reader  to  assess  selec¬ 
tion  criteria  for  the  workshop;  see  Who 
May  Apply  on  the  website.  Answers  must 
be  the  applicant’s  own  work. 

Give  your  name,  as  it  appears  on 
a  government-issued  photo  ID,  Tribe,  if 
apphcable,  museum  or  other  organiza¬ 
tion,  organization’s  address,  work  title, 
phone  number,  fax  number  and  e-mail 
address. 

Describe  your  museum,  cultural 
center  or  the  group  undertaking  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  such  an  organization,  if  you  do 
not  yet  have  one. 

Outline  your  job  or  role  in  work¬ 
ing  with  your  community’s  museum  or 
cultural  center. 

Explain  why  you  want  and/or 
need  to  attend  this  workshop. 

Discuss  your  abilities,  experi¬ 
ences,  and  training  in  relation  to  your 
work  and  this  workshop. 

List  your  expectations  for  this 
workshop.  What  will  you  learn? 

Include  a  letter  of  support  from 
your  immediate  supervisor,  museum  or 
cultural  center  director,  or  appropriate 
Tribal  authority  if  there  is  no  organization 
yet.  An  effective  letter  demonstrates  that 
the  writer  knows  you,  understands  the 
nature  of  the  workshop,  and  believes  that 
your  attendance  will  benefit  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Participants  are  eligible  for 
housing,  travel  and  per  diem.  If  request¬ 
ing  full  assistance,  please  provide  your 
Social  Security  number.  If  requesting  par¬ 
tial  assistance,  please  state  specific  needs, 
provide  your  Social  Security  number  and 
include  mention  in  the  letter  of  support 
that  the  remaining  expenses  will  be  cov¬ 
ered  by  your  organization.  If  no  assis¬ 
tance  is  required,  please  indicate  that  as 
well.  Need  for  assistance  does  not  affect 
eligibility. 

Deadline:  Applications  must  be 
received  by  Feb.  28.  Applications  may  be 
faxed  or  e-mailed  on  or  before  the  dead¬ 
line.  NMAI  is  not  responsible  for  fax  or 
e-mail  failures,  or  for  late  or  lost  deliver¬ 
ies.  Applications  should  be  directed  to: 
Karen  Cooper,  Museum  Training 
Programs  Coordinator,  Cultural 
Resources  Center,  4220  Silver  Hill  Road, 
Suitland,  MD  20746-2863,  Phone:  (301) 
238-1543,  Fax  (301)  238-3200,  E-mail 
cooperk@si.edu,  Website: 
www.AmericanIndian.si.edu. 
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Metal  Structures  LLC 


866-624-9100 


VEHICLES/EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE 

BRIGHTON  TURTLE  FARM 

CALL  RAY  VALENTIN  @  1-954-553-7280 

SERIAL 

NUMBER 

YEAR  MAKE 

MODEL 

SPRICE 

A52961 

1995 

FORD 

F-150 

5638-51 .3-75 

017635 

N/A 

JOHN  DEBRE 

SABER  -  RIDING  MOWER 

BEST  OFFER 

EV4PF41 

N/A 

□  ELL 

GX27D  -  DESKTOP 

BEST  OFFER 

007504 

N/A 

JOHN  DEERS 

516  -  PULL  BEHIND  MOWER 

BEST  OFFER 

'QQC  D 1 0 

N/A 

MALLETTI 

PT160- TILLER 

BEST  OFFER 

051 3-56 

N/A 

BRIGGS3STRATTON 

6.0  PRESSURE  CLEANER 

BEST  OFFER 

553 

N/A 

BCS 

Pro  830  -  9  HP  Tiller 

BEST  OFFER 

SRI03616 

1999 

Smith  Rod,  Inc. 

Electro  Fisher  -  42ops-12T-B-30 

1  BEST  OFFER 

AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIR!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

•Neck  Pain 
•  Lower  Back  Pain 

•  Headaches 
•Leg&  Arm  Pain 

•  Joint  Pain 

•  Muscle  Pain 


spinal  EXAH 

fit  CONSULTATION 
TO  ALL  TRIBAL  CITIZENS 


ANO  EMPLOYEES 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr.  Br la  n  C.  Hush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
1QJ350  Firms  Btvd.  *  Pembroke  Fines 
(954)  432-5006 
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talent,”  she  said.  “Since  starting  at  the  museum  in 
2004, 1  have  worked  with  my  staff  to  develop  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  would  permit  an  exhibition  of  this  magni¬ 
tude  once  a  year.  Hopefully  this  will  initiate  a  travel¬ 
ing  exhibit  that  will  express  Seminole  culture,  history 
and  art. 

“As  you  make  your  way  through  the  gallery 
today,  please  take  time  to  watch  the  short  presentation 
on  film  that  will  introduce  you  personally  to  the  artists 
and  give  you  some  perspective  on  their  individual  cre¬ 
ative  talents.” 

Before  proceeding,  Osceola  asked  Museum 
Director  Anne  McCudden  to  come  forward  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  awards  presentation. 

McCudden  announced:  “The  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  recently  held  an  essay  contest  to  challenge 
the  students  in  the  Broward  County  Schools.  There 
were  separate  topics  assigned  to  the  three  age  groups 
and  we  were  delighted  to  have  approximately  75 
applicants.  Our  five  member  museum  committee  spent 
a  great  deal  of  time  reading  and  reviewing  each  entry 
before  finally  making  a  selection  of  the  winners.” 

McCudden  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  contest 
before  announcing  the  winners. 

“Alberto  Mascarenas  took  first  place  in  the 
‘If  I  Were  a  Seminole  Child  a  Hundred  Years  Ago’ 
which  was  assigned  to  the  seven  to  nine  year  olds. 

‘The  Modem  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’  topic  was 
tackled  by  the  13  to  18  year  olds.  Grant  Starson  had 
the  winning  essay  and  Robert  Holness  was  the  first 
runner  up.” 

Continuing  McCudden  noted  that  the  two 


winners  of  the  10  to  12  year  old  group  who  had  sub¬ 
mitted  ‘My  Favorite  Person  in  Seminole  History’  were 
in  attendance.  Calling  them  forward,  she  acknowl¬ 
edged  their  achievements  by  presenting  them  with 
plaques.  First  place  winner  Ashley  Drucker  had  writ¬ 
ten  about  Billy  Bowlegs  and 
Cianna  Rivera  was  awarded  as  the 
runner  up. 

“These  youngsters  have 
done  an  outstanding  job  and  then- 
work  can  be  viewed  on  the  wall 
opposite  the  Artists’  Exhibit,”  she 
remarked. 

After  a  round  of  applause 
congratulating  the  winners, 

Osceola  invited  the  audience  to 
sojourn  to  the  boardwalk  immedi¬ 
ately  outside  the  rear  entrance  to 
partake  of  some  wonderful  sam¬ 
ples  of  Seminole  cuisine  prepared 
especially  for  this  occasion. 

Opening  a  graphically 
adorned,  leather  cache  displaying 
his  likeness,  Grammy®  award 
winning  artist  Micki  Free  gave  a 
very  informative  discourse  on  the 
importance  of  his  hand  made 
wooden  flutes.  He  said  they  are  not 
only  as  a  musical  art  form,  but  a 
spiritual  expression  of  the  Native 
American  culture. 

Prior  to  each  rendition,  he 
identified  the  wood  used  in  the 
instrument  to  produce  a  specific 
tone  and  described  the  story  behind 
the  presentation.  As  he  skillfully 
transformed  these  hollow  pieces  of 


Judy  Wcel 

Artist  Samuel  Tommie  (center)  greeted  museum  visitors  with  his 
mother  Middie  and  daughter  Lorelei. 


that  echoed  an  illustrious  past. 

By  way  of  introduction,  each  of  the  eight 
artists  were  photographed  and  a  short  statement 
regarding  their  achievements  or  aspirations  are  on  dis¬ 
play  within  the  exhibit.  Observing  the  artist  offers 
additional  insight  into  each  of  their  art  forms. 

After  spending  considerable  time  viewing  the 
exhibit,  Big  Cypress  Board  Representative  Paul 
Bowers  remarked:  “I  never  cease  to  be  amazed  by  the 
extent  of  the  artistic  talent  that  lies  within  our  culture. 

I  have  known  some  of  these  people  all  their  lives  with¬ 
out  realizing  how  creative  they  really  are.  It  makes  me 
very  happy  to  see  the  museum  is  pro¬ 
moting  this  very  worthwhile  project  of 
exhibiting  their  work  and  in  some  ways 
preserving  it  for  future  generations.” 

At  21  years  of  age,  Jessica 
Osceola  expresses  herself  in  several 
mediums.  A  student  at  Florida  Gulf 
Coast  University  in  Naples,  Fla.,  she 
has  spent  long  hours  in  the  studio  devel¬ 
oping  her  artistic  venue. 

Osceola  has  a  particular  fond¬ 
ness  for  creating  welded  sculptures  as 
well  as  some  exceptional  ceramics.  On 
display  are  a  series  of  metal  rings  and 
some  magnificent  multifaceted  balls 
created  from  large  spikes.  Using  a 
Miller  brand  welder,  she  shows  excep¬ 
tional  talent  and  is  a  stickler  on  preci¬ 
sion  and  uniformity.  Transporting  her 
welded  pieces  to  Tampa,  she  has  them 
powder-coated  which  produces  an 
extraordinary  finish. 

Her  “Evolution  of  a  Tube 
Sponge”  and  “Seminole  Pueblo  Pot” 
pieces  show  a  great  deal  of  imagination 
in  the  world  of  ceramics. 

“Through  studying  the  culture  of  the  Pueblo 
Indians...  I  came  up  with  this  piece,”  she  said,  “ft  is  a 
personal  growth  piece  which  has  a  figure  of  a 
Seminole  child,  and  as  the  pattern  wraps  around  the 
pot  the  girl  grows  into  a  Seminole  woman.” 

Elgin  Jumper,  41,  is  both  an  accomplished 
artist  and  writer.  A  frequent  contributor  to  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  he  has  shared  his  thoughts,  poems 
and  creativity  with  many  appreciative  people.  His 
museum  exhibits  show  a  great  deal  of  variety.  Ranging 
from  his  portrait  of  Geronimo  to  the  Seminole  patch- 
work  incorporated  in  “Crows  Vision,”  his  work  is 
extremely  thought  provoking,  if  not  very  clever. 


realize  that  he  has  just  begun  to 
express  himself. 

Vibrant  colors  and  bold 
strokes  make  Jimmy  Osceola’s 
acrylics  jump  off  the  canvas. 
Whether  viewing  “Stomp  Dancer,’ 
“Ball  Game”  or  “Medicine  Man,” 
the  viewer  can  feel  the 
power  and  emotion  that  went 
into  the  creation  of  these  art 
works.  Somehow,  he  has 
captured  a  moment  in  the 
culture  of  the  Seminole  peo¬ 
ple  and  preserved  it  for 
future  generations. 

The  multimedia  of 
Pedro  Zepeda  shows  the 
spiritual  side  of  family  and 
tradition.  His  ceramics 
depict  the  importance  and 
strength  that  we  draw  from 
our  roots  and  the  evolution 
of  the  Native  American  cul¬ 
ture. 

He  writes,  “  ‘The 
Com  Woman’  represents  the 
source  of  our  com  and  suste¬ 
nance. 


result  is  worth  waiting  for. 

Pointing  to  the  bandolier  on  the  left,  she  said 
her  designs  just  suddenly  materialize. 

“This  one  show  the  vine  with  its  leaves  and 
cocoons  trailing  down  one  side,”  Cypress  said.  “The 
butterflies  and  flowers  on  the  opposite  side  show  the 
progression  of  life.  Those  red  flowers  are  fashioned 


It  is  tmly  a  remarkable  piece  of  work 
and  must  be  viewed  to  be  appreciated. 

Gordon  Oliver  Wareham  is  a  self  pro¬ 
claimed  shutterbug,  who  loves  telling  stories 
with  his  camera.  While  he  is  particularly  fasci¬ 
nated  with  nature,  he  is  very  adept  at  capturing  the 
essence  of  the  people  that  he  photographs. 

A  perfectionist,  Wareham  spent  two  months 
creating  “Cloud  Dancers.”  First,  he  captured  the  sky 
and  clouds  ablaze  with  the  fire  of  sunset.  Then  he  cut 
out  pictures  he  had  taken  of  pow-wow  dancers  and 


Judy  Weeks 

Executive  Director  of  MuseumsTina  Osceola  (left)  and  Museum  Director  Anne 
McCudden  (right)  gave  essay  contest  awards  to  (center,  L-R)Ashley  Drucker  and 
Cianna  Rivera. 


wood  into  beautiful  melodies  with  haunting  notes,  he 
transported  the  listeners  into  another  time  and  place 


Seminole  artist  Brian  Zepeda  (right)  stands  with  Cherokee- 
Comanche  artist  Micki  Free  (left). 


distributed  them  throughout  the  cloud  formations. 

Re-arranging  his  dancers  over  and  over,  he 
eventually  felt  that  he  had  made  the  connection  that  he 
had  been  striving  so  hard  to  achieve.  Then  he  began 
the  arduous  task  of  infusing  the  dancers  images  into 
the  clouds.  The  end  result  was  magnificent. 

Whether  working  in  pen  and  ink, 
wood,  ceramic  or  behind  the  lens  of  a  camera, 

Brian  Zepeda  shows  exceptional  talent. 

“Human  Seeds  and  Plant  Seeds-The  Beginning 
of  Life”  tells  the  story  of  the  universe  in  simple 
terms,  but  with  great  magnitude. 

Especially  intrigued  with  landscapes 
and  nature,  Zepeda  has  braved 
some  extremely  adverse  condi¬ 
tions  to  get  the  perfect  shot  and 
we  are  fortunate  that  he  is  willing 
to  share  his  accomplishments  with 
everyone. 

Artist  and  silversmith, 

Samuel  Tommie  has  taken  his  tal¬ 
ents  in  many  directions.  Whether 
using  pencil,  acrylic,  watercolor, 
wood,  stone  or  metals,  he  finds 
great  satisfaction  in  attempting  to 
express  himself.  His  portraits  and 
pictures  show  great  cultural  influ¬ 
ence  and  awareness.  Working  with 
wood,  he  does  artistic  carving,  as 
well  as  canoe  building  and  fash¬ 
ioning  totem  poles.  As  a  silver¬ 
smith,  Tommie  has  become  very 
adept  at  creating  one  of  a  kind 
jewelry. 

Two  large  glass  cases 
protect  the  awesome  beaded  ban¬ 
dolier  bags  fashioned  by  Carol 
Cypress.  An  expert  in  beadwork, 
she  confided  that  it  takes  approxi¬ 
mately  one  year  to  make  a  bag.  If 
she  stayed  focused  and  drove  her¬ 
self,  it  might  be  possible  to 
achieve  one  within  six  or  seven 
months,  but  the  quality  would 
probably  be  sacrificed.  This  would 


Gordon  “Ollie”  Wareham  is  particularly  proud  of  this 
photo  taken  of  a  young  Seminole  boy  in  his  traditional  long 
shirt. 


after  the  hibiscus  in  my  yard.” 

Turning  to  her  right,  she  remarked:  “The 
Seminole  people  use  a  lot  of  diamond  shapes  and  the 
scroll  work  is  from  some  very  detailed  beadwork  that  I 
wanted  to  duplicate.” 

“I  am  currently  working  on  a  piece  that 
includes  a  design  I  saw  several  years  ago,  she  went  on 
to  say.  “Billy  and  I  had  been  asked  to  attend  the  open¬ 
ing  of  an  historical  park  up  near  Tampa.  I  saw  pieces 
of  pottery  fragments  that  had  been  created  by  the  pre¬ 
historic  Native  American  culture  of  the  Weeden  Island 
people.  I  couldn’t  get  their  designs  out  of  my  head  and 
decided  I  wanted  to  memorialize  these  people  by 
recreating  their  artwork  on  one  of  my  beaded  pieces. 
Some  day  I  plan  to  return  to  Weeden  Island  and  study 
these  ancient  people  in  greater  depth.” 

In  some  ways,  Richard  Bowers  echoed  her 
sentiments. 

“As  I  view  the  work  of  our  Seminole  artists,  I 
see  an  attempt  to  capture  the  spirit  of  our  past  and  pre¬ 
serve  it  for  the  future,”  Bowers  said.  “We  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  history  of  the  Native  American  cultures 
when  we  see  the  paintings  of  the  ancient  ones  on  the 
rock  walls  of  the  Southwest,  the  ornately  carved  totem 
poles  of  the  Northwest,  the  bone  and  shell  carvings, 
metal  amulets  beadwork,  jewelry,  leatherwork  and  pot¬ 
tery  created  by  our  ancestors.” 

Bowers  concluded  by  saying:  “ft  makes  me 
very  proud  to  see  the  younger  generations  attempting 
to  capture  the  spirit  of  our  culture  so  that  it  will  not  be 
lost.  The  museum  is  doing  a  magnificent  job  of 
attempting  to  preserve  our  unwritten  history  and  tradi¬ 
tions.  The  arts  and  crafts  of  our  people  must  be  carried 
on  so  that  the  talent  will  not  be  lost  in  future  genera¬ 
tions.  These  artists  are  an  inspiration  and  through  them 
we  will  live  forever.” 


Examining  his  artistic  endeavors,  you  can’t  help  but  be  unacceptable  to  her  and  after  all,  the  end 


Judy  Weeks 

Carol  Cypress’  extraordinary  beadwork  goes  a  long  way 
toward  preserving  the  past  and  the  present  of  Native 
American  artwork. 
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Blake  Shelton  Concert  Held 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  The  rodeo  arena  facilities 
were  packed  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  26  as  folks  from 
all  over  South  Florida  came  to  see  Blake  Shelton  in 
concert.  Brighton  Arena  Director  Amos  Tiger 
and  Council  Office  Assistant  Lucy  Bowers  put 
their  heads  together  to  come  up  with  a  way  to 
utilize  the  arena  facilities  for  more  than  the 
typically  held  rodeo  events. 

Bowers  has  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  the  music  industry  and  also  has  some 
extremely  useful  connections.  She  spent  time 
researching  which  artists  would  be  in  the  area 
and  went  with  Blake  Shelton  thinking  he 
would  be  a  good  draw.  With  more  than  2,000 
spectators  attending,  she  was  right. 

The  arena  staff  spent  days  preparing 
the  grounds  for  the  event  making  sure  that 
everything  was  in  order  for  the  big  event. 

Tiger  and  Bowers  also  thought  this  concert 
would  be  a  way  to  draw  people  to  Brighton 
the  day  before  the  big  Rez  Rally  event  and 
would  give  those  spending  the  night  in  the 
area  something  to  do  since  the  location  is 
somewhat  remote.  Let’s  not  forget  to  mention 
the  popular  band  Heartland  that  made  it 
through  the  negotiations  process  and  opened 
up  for  Shelton. 

The  music  from  both  bands  and 
Shelton  was  outstanding  and  definitely  had  the 
crowd  on  their  feet  for  a  little  dancing.  The 
concert  also  filled  the  local  casino  and  dramat¬ 
ically  increased  business  at  the  local  trading  post. 

A  great  deal  of  hard  work  goes  into  pulling 
off  a  function  of  this  nature  and  there  are  many  people 
that  Tiger  would  like  to  thank.  Molleetha  Gomez 
rodeo  secretary,  Lucy  Bowers,  council  assistant,  arena 
staff,  Dave  Gold’s  Hard  Rock  staff,  Donnie  Yates  and 
SPD,  EMT/firefighters,  Bob  Rockwell,  Young  Rucks 


in  Accounting,  Keli  Trimnal  in  HR,  Director  of 
Entertainment  DJ  Lindfors  and  anyone  not  mentioned 
that  put  their  time  and  effort  into  this  spectacular 
event. 


Tiger  and  his  staff  plan  on  hosting  more 
events  like  this  one  in  the  future.  Upcoming  events 
include  The  Seminole  Classic  Extreme  Bull  Riding  on 
March  10,  which  will  be  televised  on  ESPN.  For  more 
information  contact  the  Brighton  Arena  at  (864)  467- 
6039. 


Emma  Brown 

(L-R)  Suraiya  Smith,  Michele  Thomas,  Grace  Koontz,  Donna  Buck,  Jodi  King  and  Rita  McCabe. 


Brighton’s  Toys  for  Tots  Drive 
Overflows  with  Donations 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  Anyone  who  visited  the 
Brighton  Field  Office  during  the  month  of  December 
may  have  noticed  two  great  big  boxes  that  served  as 
collection  boxes  for  the  annual  Toys  for  Tots  drive. 

Toys  for  Tots  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
US  Marine  Corps  Reserve  and  has  an  objective  of 
helping  needy  children  throughout  the  U.S.  experience 
the  joy  of  Christmas.  It  is  also  devised  to  help  unite  all 
members  of  local  communities  in  a  common  cause 


annually  and  to  help  contribute  to  better  communities 
in  the  future. 

Brighton’s  boxes  were  overflowing  with  the 
toys  which  were  a  strong  expression  of  the  desire 
community  members  and  employees  have  for  giving 
to  those  less  fortunate.  Thank  you  to  Michele  Thomas 
from  Brighton  Council  office,  Mary  Jo  Micco  from 
the  Brighton  Board  office  and  Suraiya  Smith  from  the 
Treasurer’s  office  for  being  the  frontrunners  in  such  a 
heartfelt  message  of  hope  for  less  fortunate  children. 
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Hoop  dancer  head  cover. 


These  head  covers  feature  horses,  eagle  and  buffalo. 


Submitted  by  Ramona  Kiyoshk 


Beaded  Golf  Bag  and  Attachments  by  Freida  Batisse 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

This  original  collector’s  golf  club  set 
belongs  in  the  den  or  lobby  of  the  golf  enthusi¬ 
ast’s  home  or  clubhouse.  It  represents  hours  of 
work  and  skill. 

And  it  also  tells  a 
story  of  a  nation. 

The  golf 

bag  is  a 

TaylorMade®  golf 
hag  with  each  of 
the  six  pockets 
headed  with  picto¬ 
rial  scenes  of  indi¬ 
vidual  golf  activi¬ 
ties  with  a  Native 
American  touch. 

The  caddy  is  a  tra¬ 
ditional  boy  dancer 
leading  the  horse, 
representing  the 
golf  cart,  with  a 
quiver  holding  the 
golf  clubs. 

The  cart 
girl  is  on  a  larger 
pocket.  This  girl  is 
fashionable  in  her 
northern  traditional 
dance  dress  and  is 
holding  a  large 
umbrella  with 
eagle  feathers  on 
top.  As  with  all 
cart  girls,  she  is 
certainly  attracting 
male  attention.  She 
is  on  a  golf  cart 
(horse)  dragging  a 
travois  with 
refreshments. 

The  front 
pocket  shows  the 
clubhouse  which  is 
a  tipi  flying  a  19th  hole  flag.  The  star  on  the 
pocket  above  the  tipi  pocket  represents  my  home 
state,  Texas. 

The  beadwork  on  this  golf  bag  fully 
represents  the  work  of  the  artist.  A  larger  pocket 
shows  four  golfers.  Three  of  the  golfers  have 


aheady  taken  their  turn  and  are  awaiting  the 
youngest  guy.  The  golfers  represent  different 
influences  in  the  artist’s  life.  Two  of  the  golfers 
are  chiefs  from  different  tribes.  One  is  of  a  plains 
tribe  and  is  sitting  on  the  golf 
horse  in  full  regalia  with  war 
shirt  and  headdress.  The  other 
chief  is  the  first  chief  of 
Freida’s  Tribe,  the  Alabama- 
Coushatta  of  East  Texas. 

These  two  are  the  older,  more 
experienced  players. 

The  golfer  in  men’s 
traditional  dance  regalia  repre¬ 
sents  my  powwow  back¬ 
ground.  Freida  grew  up  in  the 
dance  arena,  dancing  in  north¬ 
ern  traditional  women’s  buck¬ 
skin  contests,  hut  this  is  a 
male  bag,  so  male  golfers  are 
shown.  This  golfer  is  laughing 
at  the  last  player,  and  pointing 
towards  the  water,  saying  that 
he  sliced  very  badly.  The  last 
most  inexperienced  golfer  is  a 
military  guy.  He  is  wearing  a 
blue  military  coat  showing  a 
low  rank. 

The  final  pocket 
shows  where  the  balls  have 
landed  and  appears  to  be  only 
a  short  distance  away,  but  use 
your  imagination.  The  flag  is 
an  eagle  staff.  The  straps  are 
beaded  with  a  simple  design 
border.  Included  is  a  complete 
set  of  TaylorMade  R5  clubs 
with  a  fully  beaded  putter. 
There  are  three  beaded  head 
covers  with  different  scenes 
on  each,  horses,  buffalos  and 
an  eagle  fishing.  This  com¬ 
plete  set  comes  with  a  travel 
bag. 

Admire  the  graphics  and  if  you  want  to 
add  it  to  your  art  investment,  e-mail  the  artist, 
Freida  Batisse  at  fbattise@yahoo.com. 


Freida  Batisse  In  Her  Own  Words 

My  name  is  Freida  Battise.  I  am  from 
the  Alabama-Coushatta  Indian  Tribe  of 
East  Texas.  I  was  bom  in  Oklahoma  but 
raised  mainly  in  Dallas,  Texas,  where  I 
graduated  from  high  school. 

I  married  young  to  a  career  military 
man.  The  U.S.  Army  stationed  us  in  sev¬ 
eral  states  and  Germany.  My  son 
Cristopher  was  bom  in  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C. 
He  currently  has  a  family  of  his  own 
and  I  now  have  a  four  year  old  grand¬ 
daughter,  Victoria. 

I  graduated  from  Fayetteville  State 
University  in  N.C.  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  criminal  justice,  and 
went  on  to  attend  law  school  in  New 
Mexico.  My  first  legal  job  was  as 
deputy  prosecutor  for  the  Colorado 
River  Indian  Tribes  in  Parker,  Ariz. 
There,  I  met  my  second  husband, 
Jonathan  Moore,  and  we  married  in 
2003. 

I  started  doing  beadwork  to  keep  me 
busy  in  1990  when  my  husband  left  for 
Operation  Desert  Storm.  I  beaded  dance 
regalia  for  myself  and  my  family.  I 
entered  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  Market  for 
the  first  time  in  2006. 

My  golf  bag  won  first  place  in  the  non- 
traditional  beadwork  category.  I  had 
never  entered  any  work  in  a  juried  art 
show  before. 


Submitted  by  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

One  of  Freida  Batisse’s  golf  bag  designs. 


%<zctei  &  Entertainment 


Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 

Concerts  •  Sports  *  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
KfgiUJS  at:  www,preferredultimate,com 

Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  -  Hotels  -  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or  (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultlmatetravel.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Justin  Timberlake 
Blue  Man  Group 
Mana 
ZZTop 
Nickelback 
Disney  On  Ice 
Meat  Loaf 
Chayanne 

Christina  Aguilera 
Gwen  Stefan! 

Outlaws 

Steve  Miller  Band 
Andre  Rieu 
Tom  Jones 
Chicago 
Miami  Heat 
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Raid  on  Gopher  Ridge:  Civil  War  Reenactment  how  to  select  the  Right  Tax  Return  Preparer 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Immokalee  Pioneer  Museum  at 
Robert’s  Ranch  is  located  in  the  middle  of  what  was  once  known 
as  Gopher  Ridge.  Encompassing  one  of  the  highest  natural  ridges 
in  what  is  now  referred  to  as  Collier  County;  it  was  inhabited  by 
numerous  gopher  turtles  from  which  its  name  was  derived. 

On  Jan.  27  and  28  the  Friends  of  the  Collier  County 
Museum,  Florida  Community  Bank  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  spon¬ 
sored  a  reenactment  of  a  very  important  moment  of  history  that 
took  place  on  this  very  site  in  February,  1865. 

For  several  hundred  years,  the  ancestors  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  had  long  been  involved  in  raising  cattle,  pigs  and  vegetables 
in  their  communities  in  the  Southeastern  United  States,  which 
included  North  and  Central  Florida. 

During  the  1500s,  Spanish  conquistadors  had  introduced 
cattle  to  Florida,  which  they  left  behind  upon  their  departure. 
These  cows  prospered  on  the  lush  landscape  and  bred  successfully 
throughout  the  region. 

As  the  Seminoles  were  forced  southward  by  encroaching 
settlers  and  the  three  Seminole  Wars,  they  had  to  abandon  their 
own  livestock  and  take  up  refuge  in  the  South  Florida  swamp¬ 
lands  where  the  wild  cows  were  also  hiding. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Third  Seminole  War  in  1858, 
the  U.S.  military  withdrew  from  the  area,  vacating  Fort  Keias 
which  had  been  constructed  approximately  six  miles  west  of 
Gopher  Ridge.  The  retreating  forces  went  to  Fort  Myers  which 
had  replaced  Second  Seminole  War  Fort  Harvie  on  the  banks  of 
the  Caloosahatchee  River.  After  a  short  time  the  army  headed 
northward  and  eventually  became  part  of  a  troop  buildup  for  the 
impending  Civil  War. 

A  large  Seminole  encampment  known  as  the  Bowlegs’ 
Village  had  become  established  well  before  the  Second  Seminole 
War  in  1838  in  an  area 
about  four  miles  southwest 
of  Gopher  Ridge.  During 
the  war  years,  the  villagers 
moved  about  stealthily  in 
the  hammocks  deep  in  the 
swamplands  and  sawgrass 
prairies  that  revolved 
around  the  Bowlegs’  Camp. 

They  set  up  tempo¬ 
rary  homes  with  gardens 
that  could  be  vacated  at  a 
moment’s  notice  in  the 
event  of  impending  danger. 

Often  they  were  forced  to 
live  off  the  land  and  hunt 
for  not  only  the  local 
wildlife,  but  the  wild  cattle 
that  inhabited  the  area. 

When  the  Third 
Seminole  War  drew  to  a 
close,  with  the  fear  of  death, 
capture  and  possible 
removal  relieved,  these  vil¬ 
lages  became  more  perma¬ 
nent  and  the  Seminoles 
were  again  able  to  return  to 
their  lifestyle  of  raising  live¬ 
stock  and  produce.  The  wild 
Spanish  cattle  became  the 
initial  stock  for  the 

Seminoles  as  well  as  the  settlers  that  were  rapidly  entering  the 


Museum  Director  Lee  T.  Mitchell  and  his  wife  Marilyn  greeted 
guests  at  the  front  door  of  the  Roberts’  Ranch  house  which  has 
been  turned  into  £ 


With  the  onset  of  the  Civil  War,  Florida  became  a 


Company  in  1926,  which  at  one  time  comprised  over  100,000 
acres  of  ranch  land. 

The  Roberts  helped  to  establish  the  first  permanent 
school  and  church  in  what  had  now  become  known  as 
Immokalee.  Like  their  predecessors,  they  became  friends  with  the 
Seminole  people  who  frequented  their  general  store  and  often 
worked  for  them  on  the  ranch.  These  very  well  established  friend¬ 
ships  have  continued  into  the  present  generation  and  the  Roberts’ 
descendents  enjoy  visit¬ 
ing  and  reminiscing  with 
their  many  friends  among 
the  Seminole  Tribe. 

Collier  County 
purchased  the  15  acres 
surrounding  the  original 
homestead  and  its  build¬ 
ings  and  turned  them  into 
a  museum  in  1996. 
Restoration  of  the  prem¬ 
ises  is  an  on-going 
process,  with  the  original 
house  opened  Monday 
through  Friday  for  visi¬ 
tors  to  view  a  tum-of- 
the-century  cattle  ranch. 

Kenny  Joe 
Davis,  director  of  the 
Immokalee  Seminole 
Youth  and  Livestock 
Ranch,  and  his  employ¬ 
ees  participated  in  a  bat¬ 
tle  reenactment  of  the 
Raid  on  Gopher  Ridge. 
This  represents  an  impor¬ 
tant  effort  to  preserve  the 
early  history  of  our  com¬ 
munity. 

The  Youth 
—  Ranch  supplied  long  horn 
cattle  for  the  weekend 

encampment  and  participated  in  the  battle.  Working  the  cattle 
back  and  forth  through  the  fighting  soldiers  they  relived  a 
moment  in  history,  when  similar  cows  provoked  the  original  raid 


Immokalee  Seminole  Youth  and  Livestock  Ranch  employees  Josh  Garza 
and  Carl  Presley  are  mounted  and  ready  to  move  the  cattle  through  the 
battle  scene. 


Confederate  state  and  over  time  many  of  the  local  residents  joined  ancj  ensujng  skirmish 

the  Confederate  Cow  Cavalry  They  served  as  local  militiamen  Museum  Director  Lee  T.  Mitchell  took  the  role  of 

protecting  the  area  s  farms  and  ranches.  As  their  name  implies,  it  Captain  F  A  Hendry,  in  leading  the  Confederate  Cow  Cavalry, 
was  their  job  to  make  sure  that  beef  was  available  for  the  xhe  participating  units  of  the  re-enactors  were  the  10th  Tennessee 

Southern  troops.  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Major 

W.M.  Footman  Camp  #1950 
Sons  of  the  Confederate 
Veterans  and  Commander  Joe 
Taylor,  Fort  Myers  2nd 
Colored  Infantry. 

A  civil  war  camp 
complete  with  cannons,  hors¬ 
es,  tents,  campfires  and  period 
equipment  and  clothing,  had 
been  established  on  the 
grounds  and  was  opened  to 
the  public  each  day  at  10  a.m. 

Units  of  the  Union  and 
Confederate  Armies  were 
joined  by  representatives  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  at  2  p.m. 
daily  for  a  reenactment  of  the 
Raid  on  Gopher  Ridge. 

With  the  smell  of 
black  powder  in  the  air, 
screaming  wounded  and 
charging  soldiers,  the 
Seminoles  moved  the  cattle 
through  the  battle  ground  to 
safety.  A  very  appreciative 
crowd  gathered  each  day  to 
travel  back  in  time  as  they 
watched  history  taking  place. 


The  United  States  Treasury  pub¬ 


lished  several  bulletins  warning  taxpayers  Tribe  of  Florida,  you  should  be  aware  of 


against  tax  preparers  who  may  take 
advantage  of  them. 

The  U.S.  Treasury  has  published 
a  list  of  helpful  hints  you  should  keep  in 
mind  when  choosing  a  Tax  Return 
Preparer. 

•  Avoid  tax  preparers  who  claim  they  can 
obtain  larger  refunds  than  other  prepar¬ 
ers. 

•  Use  a  reputable  tax  professional  that 
signs  your  tax  return  as  a  paid  preparer 
and  provides  you  with  a  copy  for  your 
records. 

•  Consider  whether  the  tax  professional 
offers  electronic  filing  options  and  other 
payment  options  that  you  want. 

You  should  also  consider  the  following: 

•  Consider  whether  the  individual  or  firm 
will  be  around  to  answer  questions  about 
the  preparation  of  your  return,  months, 
even  years,  after  the  return  has  been 
filed. 

•  Consider  whether  the  tax  professional 
can  represent  you  if  the  IRS  audits  your 
return. 


tax  issues  specifically  relating  to  you. 
Recent  changes  signed  into  law  by 
President  Bush  have  raised  the  "kiddie 
tax"  age  limit  to  18.  Dividend  distribu¬ 
tions  made  to  members  under  the  age  of 
18  will  be  subject  to  kiddie  tax  for  the 
2006  tax  year.  Previously  this  only 
applied  to  members  under  the  age  of  14. 
Failure  to  correctly  compute  tax  due  by 
ignoring  the  kiddie  tax  could  result  in 
penalties  and  interest. 

Why  you  should  use  tax  preparers 
sponsored  by  the  Tribe: 

1 .  Why  pay  over  $250  of  your  money  to 
receive  a  refund  loan  when  they  can  pre¬ 
pare  your  return  without  any  fees  to  you 
and  you  can  receive  your  refund  in  as  lit¬ 
tle  as  eight  days! 

2.  They  are  qualified  to  assist  you  with 
complex  tax  issues. 

3.  IRS  Audit  Representation. 

If  you  decide  to  have  your  tax 
return  prepared  by  someone  other  than 
the  Tribe  sponsored  preparer,  please 
make  sure  that  your  preparer  meets  all  of 
the  qualifications  mentioned. 
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Judy  Weeks 

A  Confederate  soldier  says  goodbye  to  his  family  before  heading  into  battle. 


A  sturdy  set  of  cow  pens  were  constructed  on  Gopher 
Ridge  and  the  local  Seminole  population  formed  a  more  or  less 
silent  alliance  with  the  settlers  and  cow  cavalry.  They  would 
round  up  wild  cows  and  deposit  them  in  the  pens  in  exchange  for 
money  and  essential  trade  goods. 

Adding  these  cattle  to  the  ones  they  had  collected,  the 
Cow  Cavalry  would  herd  them  to  Alligator  in  North  Florida,  now 
known  as  Lake  City,  where  they  were  loaded  on  the  railroad  for 
shipment  to  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia. 

In  February  of  1865,  the  U.S.  2nd  Cavalry  and  the  2nd 
U.S.  Colored  Cavalry  left  Fort  Myers  on  a  foraging  party  toward 
the  inland  ranches  and  farms.  Commander  Joe  Taylor  and  his  unit 
of  the  2nd  U.S.  Colored 
Cavalry  encountered  the 
men  with  Captain  Francis 
Asbury  Hendry  of  the 
Confederate  Cow  Cavalry 
at  Gopher  Ridge  and  an  all 
day  skirmish  ensued. 

There  were  no 
recorded  wounded  in  the 
battle  over  the  cows  which 
were  intended  to  feed  the 
Confederate  Army;  howev¬ 
er,  the  local  militia  realized 
that  this  was  just  the 
beginning  of  opposition. 

With  this  thought  in  mind, 
the  armies  were  engaged  a 
week  later  in  the  Battle  of 
Fort  Myers. 

Following  the 
Civil  War,  Charles  Hendry, 
a  cousin  of  F.A  Hendry, 
returned  to  Gopher  Ridge 
to  homestead.  William 
Allen  and  his  family  took 
over  the  property  in  1871 

and  remained  there  for  40  _ 

years  raising  citrus,  vegeta¬ 
bles  and  cattle  while  continuing  to  trade  with  the  Seminoles  and 
buy  the  wild  cattle  they  herded  into  his  pens. 

The  Allens  eventually  moved  to  Fort  Myers  and  in  1914, 
Robert  Roberts,  whose  father  had  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  arrived 
with  his  family.  The  Roberts  family  established  the  Red  Cattle 


Vendors  occupied  a  few  of  the 
tents,  offering  an  opportunity  to  buy  his¬ 
toric  memorabilia  and  authentic  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  civil  war  era  items.  A  farrier 
attended  to  the  horses’  feet  and  a  black¬ 
smith  operated  a  forge  on  the  grounds. 
Pioneer  women  tended  the  campfires  and 
gave  viewers  an  opportunity  to  see  first 
hand  how  our  ancestors  handled  the  day  to 
day  living  experience  that  we  take  for 
granted  in  our  modem  society. 

A  special  presentation  on  Saturday 
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Spectators  enjoyed  visiting  a  Civil  War  encampment  at  Gopher  Ridge. 


evening  was  the  Cotillion  Dance,  when 
both  men  and  women  dressed  in  costumes 
of  the  1800s  and  danced  to  the  music  of 
their  forefathers. 
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*  Pride 

Continued  from  page  1 


brought  color  to  the  event  with  her  beauti¬ 
ful  Seminole  outfit  donned  with  traditional 
patchwork  and  her  long  cape. 

Yescas  received  a  traditional  hand 
drum  from  Dambach  and  Randall.  The 
drum  featured  the  Indian  Pride  logo  on  the 
face  and  was  presented  to  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  during  the  Jan.  29  spe¬ 
cial  Tribal  Council  meeting. 

Indian  Pride  showcased  a  few 
Seminole  Tribal  citizens  including  Joel 
Frank,  a  Tribal  historian  and  director  of 
the  Grant  Formulation  and  Government 
Relations  department.  Storyteller  Herbert 
Jim,  who  is  well  versed  in  Seminole  tradi¬ 
tions,  is  also  featured  in  the  series. 

The  Seminole  Tribal  guests  at  the 
premiere  were  proud  to  he  some  of  the 
first  to  watch  this  unprecedented  produc¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  first  of  nine  Indian  Pride 
productions  already  completed,  with  more 
to  come. 


Wanda  F.  Bowers 


Miss  Florida  Semionle  Brittany  Yescas 


SEMINOLES,  THIS  IS  YOUR  NEWSPAPER 
Your  News  is  Important  to  Us 

We  welcome  submissions  of:  profiles,  poems,  story  tips,  birthday 
announcements,  photos,  etc.  for  publication  in  The  Seminole  Tribune 

Please  call  (954)  967-3416,  e-mail  submissions@semtribe.com,  mail 
6300  Stirling  Road,  #236,  Hollywood,  FL  33024,  or  stop  by  our 
offices  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Hollywood  Headquarters 


Submitted  by  Gulf  Design  Group 

Artistic  rendering  of  the  Big  Cypress  Pubbc  Safety  Complex. 


❖  Complex 

Continued  from  page  1 

The  two-story  building  was  designed  by  the  Gulf  Design  Group  with 
Christopher  C.  Wainwright  as  the  project  architect.  The  facility  will  be  built  to 
withstand  145  mph  hurricane  winds  and  will  also  provide  emergency  backup 
services  through  a  self  contained  industrial  type  generator  and  fuel  tank. 

Wainwright  said:  “They  are  looking  at  a  completion  date  of  July  24, 

2008.” 

Director  of  Utilities  Susie  Kippenberger  hosted  the  ceremony  and 
spoke  about  the  impact  this  new  complex  will  provide  for  the  BC  community 
and  its  employees.  She  followed  up  by  introducing  the  guest  speakers  to  invit¬ 
ed  guests.  Some  of  the  invited  guests  were  members  of  the  BC  community, 
employees  from  departments  including  SPD,  Emergency  Services, 
Broadcasting  and  Building  and  Grounds  departments  and  representatives  from 
Redline  Media  Group. 

Kippenberger  introduced  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  who  spoke 
first  and  congratulated  everyone  involved  in  the  project. 

He  said  jokingly,  “I  hope  the  fire  department  [in  the  new  complex] 
will  be  in  there  too,  because  the  old  Frank  Billie  Building  burned  down.” 

BC  Council  Representative  David  Cypress  said  it  was  a  good  day  for 
Big  Cypress  community.  He  said  it  was  a  good  idea  to  have  the  latest  hi-tech 
equipment  and  emergency  services  all  operating  under  a  centralized  area  shar¬ 
ing  and  serving  all  the  surrounding  communities,  especially  during  disasters. 

BC  Board  Representative  Paul  Bowers  said:  “Years  ago  we  use  to 
have  a  little  rodeo  in  the  back  and  a  few  home  sites  back  there,  but  it’s  good 
to  have  this  new  complex  built  here.” 

SPD  Chief  Tiger  also  offered  a  few  words  of  support  and  congratula¬ 
tions  for  the  new  project.  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally  R.  Tommie  also  spoke. 


I  by  Gulf  Design  Group 


Felix  DoBosz 


Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  addressed  the 
crowd  at  the  groundbraking  event. 


“Today  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Florida  Turnpike  opening,  this  set  precedence  over 
many  things  to  come  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,”  she  said.  “The  new  connection  between 
Naples,  1-75,  Big  Cypress  and  Hollywood  grew  so 
fast.  It  took  that  foresight  and  vision  to  grow  and  to 
remain  successful,  starts  with  everyone  working 
together  for  a  common  vision.” 

Emergency  Services’  Chief  John  Cooper 
spoke  towards  the  end  of  the  presentation.  He  said  his 
department  was  excited.  He  also  thanked  the  Tribal 
Council  for  their  decision  to  go  forward  with  the 
building  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

“We  are  extremely  excited  about  this  and  I 
think  it  will  help  the  professionalism,”  he  said. 

When  all  guest  speakers  finished, 
Kippenberger  handed  out  new  construction  helmets 
and  ceremonial  shovels  to  the  Tribal  representatives 
for  the  groundbreaking  photo  op  just  outside  the  tent. 


The  new  complex  will  house  SPD,  Emergency  Services  and  more. 


YOU  CAN 
NEVER  HAVE 
TOO  MUCH 
POWER. 

Every  engine  in  the  Relax'  family  is  the  most 
powerful  in  its  respective  doss  and  delivers  mare 
power  per  cc  than  any  other  A  TV.  Unmatched 
torque  and  unbeatable  performance  are  yours 
thanks  to  4-Tec  technology. 

Head  to  North  Miami  Yamaha  &,  Sea-Doo 
today  to  experience  the  most  powerful  production  ATV. 

We  will  not  be  undersold! 

Ask  for  the  10%  Seminole  Tribe 
AUTOMATIC  DISCOUNT! 

We  are  minutes  from  the  Tribe's  Headquarters. 
A  short  ride  on  the  Florida  Turnpike  or  1-95 


OUTt-ANUSH 


ESSO. 


NORTH  MIAMI  YAMAHA  AND  SEA-DOO 

17777  N.W.  2ND  AVENUE 
NORTH  MIAMI  BEACH  FL  33169 
305-651-4999 
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liy  ftamuna  Kiyoshk 


The  Day  the  World  Ended  at  Little  Bighorn:  A 
Lakota  History 

By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

[Editor  s  Note:  Ramona  Kiyoshk  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  living  in  Jupiter,  Florida.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Ojibway  First  Nation  of  Walpole 
Island,  Ontario.  The  opinions  she  expresses  are  her 
own.  She  can  be  reached  at 
ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.  ca.] 

This  book  contains  very 
little  that  most  schooled  Native 
Americans  don’t  know.  It  is, 
however,  an  amazing  catharsis. 

Joseph  Marshall  III  approaches 
this  painful  period  in  history 
with  a  clinical,  open  mind,  like  a 
surgeon  taking  a  knife  to  remove 
a  bullet.  To  heal,  first  you  must 
hint. 

The  story  is  as  old  as 
the  Black  Hills  and  as  powerful, 
but  only  a  few  people  know  its 
hard,  bitter  truth.  Marshall  is  a 
scholar  in  history  and  has  had 
the  benefit  of  listening  to  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  the  Lakota,  stories  that 
have  survived  time  and  social 
turbulence. 

Through  movies  and 
history  books,  mainstream 
America  heard  the  skewed  ver¬ 
sions  of  Custer’s  Last  Stand  and 
the  Battle  of  Wounded  Knee. 

Wounded  Knee  was 
hardly  a  battle  and  the  victors 
surely  did  not  earn  those  numer¬ 
ous  citations.  There  were  no  sol¬ 
diers  on  the  “Indian”  side.  There 
are  archive  photos  of  the  frozen  mutilated  bodies  of 
women,  children  and  old  people  lying  in  the  muddy 
snow  like  the  carcasses  of  nuisance  animals  after  a 
control  killing.  Lies  justified  the  slaughter  at 
Wounded  Knee. 

This  genocide  ranks  up  there  with  the 
Jewish  Holocaust  in  Europe,  but  it  never  got  that 
play  in  movies,  books  or  history  classes.  The  ever- 
increasing  waves  of  white  intruders  from  Europe 
needed  a  place  to  live,  and  to  them,  the  only  solu¬ 
tion  was  to  take  the  land  by  force.  Greed  and  arro¬ 
gance  were  the  motivators.  Savagery  was  the  solu¬ 
tion.  The  wholesale  slaughter  of  defenseless  fami¬ 
lies  was  the  result. 

The  Custer  incident,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  a  series  of  battles  over  a  few  days.  The  U.S 
Army  was  planning  a  sneak,  three-pronged  attack 
on  a  gathering  of  Plains  Indians  who  were  assem¬ 
bling  to  discuss  how  they  could  deal  with  the 
onslaught  of  European  invaders.  The  Plains  Indians, 
surely  one  of  the  best  light  cavalry  in  history,  with 
their  expert  archers,  were  fighting  for  family  and 
homeland.  They  outmatched  the  U.S.  Army,  man  for 
man.  Winning  that  battle  against  Custer  and  the 


Seventh  Division  would  cost  the  Lakota  and  their 
Cheyenne  allies  dearly  in  the  long  run.  Still  they 
could  not  afford  to  lose  it. 

The  U.S.  government  would  not  abandon 
its  mission  to  wipe  out  the  indigenous  people  and 
claim  their  homeland.  Superior  firepower  and 
manipulation  gave  the  white  soldiers  the  edge.  Help 
from  some  Native  tribes  helped,  and  of  course  trick¬ 
ery.  Leaders  were  lured  to  peace  talks,  where  they 
were  overpowered  and  brutalized.  Crazy  Horse  took 
a  dagger  in  both  kidneys.  Sitting 
Bull  was  shot.  In  an  unrelated 
incident,  but  in  the  same  war, 
Seminole  Chief  Osceola’s  head 
became  a  doctor’s  trophy. 

Marshall  recounts  the 
stories  of  battles  with  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  a  historian,  still  his 
words  ring  with  the  pain  of  loss. 
There  is  no  outright  bitterness. 
Marshall  is  no  victim.  To  dwell 
in  this  broken  place  in  history  is 
hke  the  rape  victim  who  is 
trapped  in  a  moment  in  time.  A 
time  comes  when  the  horrors  of 
the  past  need  to  be  put  away; 
when  the  nightmares  need  to 
end.  A  time  comes  to  fix  things 
and  move  on. 

Marshall  looks  at  the 
residential  school  system,  which 
was  supposed  to  “de-culturalize” 
the  Indian  children  and  “re-cul¬ 
ture”  them  in  European  values, 
language  and  religion.  He 
recounts  the  pain  and  humiliation 
inflicted  on  the  children  with 
clinical  respect.  He  tells  how 
children  were  removed  by  force 
from  their  homes.  Such  action  today  is  illegal  under 
Child  Protective  Services. 

Mitchell  also  points  out  facts  that  may  not 
be  common  knowledge  about  how  land  was  prom¬ 
ised  and  then  taken  away,  how  Lakota  men  were 
symbolically  given  a  plough  and  a  bow  and  arrow. 
By  tossing  aside  the  bow  and  taking  the  plow,  a 
man  was  symbolically  abandoning  tradition  for  a 
new  hfe  as  a  farmer. 

The  relationship  between  the  Lakota  and 
the  white  man  was  always  one  of  treachery;  howev¬ 
er,  Marshall  points  out  that  a  Lakota  can  retain  lan¬ 
guage,  traditions,  stories,  culture  and  spirituality  and 
still  fit  into  the  white  man’s  lifestyle. 

Knowing  who  you  are  and  retaining  pride 
in  where  you  came  from  is  how  the  race  can  adapt 
and  survive.  At  the  beginning,  Marshall  asks  the 
question:  “Where  are  you  from?”  That  is  how  most 
Native  people  greet  each  other  today. 

Marshall  contends  that  the  answer  is,  “I  am 
from  the  past.”  Marshall  writes  in  closing:  “You  can 
choose  never  to  forget  who  you  are  and  where  you 
came  from.” 


The  Day  the  World  Ended  at 
Little  Bighorn:  A  Lakota  History 

By  Joseph  Marshall  II 
The  Penguin  Group 
246  pages 

Trade  Paperback  $24.95 
May  2007 


The  Education  Department  is  inviting  9,h  to  12ih 
graders  to  visit  Florida  Stale  University  and  meet 
with  Coach  Bowden  on 

April  9,  2007 

Deadline  for  Registration:  March  16. 2007 

Please  call  the  Education  Department  at  (954) 
989-6840,  ext.  1311 
or  call  your  Reservation  Advisors 
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Education:  aGift 
Without  Boundaries 

ID  if  7  NATIVE  AM  Lit  1C  AN  STUDENT  A  Jt  T  C  O  M  4  fc  T  I  T  1  LI  X 

The  Office  of  Indian  Education  and  U.S.  Department  of  Education’s 
2007  Native  American  Student  Art  Competition  “Education:  A  Gift 
Without  Boundaries”  celebrates  educational  achievement 
in  Indian  communities 

It  is  open  to  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  students  in  grades  K-12  and 
preschoolers,  ages  four  and  five 

Deadline:  March  14,  2007 

Due  to  the  overwhelming  response  to  the  2006  competition,  all  entries  for 
the  2007  competition  must  be  registered  online  or  by  calling  the  toll  free 
number  (888)  747-4994  to  receive  a  registration  confirmation  number. 
Last  year  the  contest  garnered  1398  entries  with  18  winners  and  two  honor¬ 
able  mentions  whose  artwork  is  now  part  of  a  traveling  student  art  exhibit. 

Engraved  plaques  and  art  supply  sets  prizes  will  be  awarded  for  first, 
second  and  third  place  in  six  categories  and  for  grades  11-12,  scholar¬ 
ship  awards  of  $1,000  for  first  place,  $500  for  second 
place  and  $250  for  third  place 

For  more  information,  visit  www.indianeducation.org/sac. 
Questions?  Call  Paula  at  (888)  747-4994,  or  e-mail 
parevalo@kauffmaninc  .com 
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Education  *  Emahaayeeke  *  Kerretv 
An  Athlete  and  an  Academic  Achiever 


By  Linda  Iley,  Higher  Education  Advisor 

When  you  see  Jarrid  Smith,  you  might  feel 
somewhat  intimi¬ 
dated  because  of 
his  height  and 
physique.  He  has 
the  muscular  build 
of  an  athlete,  and 
the  discipline  that 
goes  with  it.  But, 
when  you  talk  to 
him,  you  will  find  a 
gentleman  with  a 
boyish  grin  that 
every  mother 
would  love. 

Smith  is  a 
senior  at  Florida 
Atlantic  University 
and  will  be  gradu¬ 
ating  in  May  2007 
with  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  political 
science.  When 
asked  why  he 
chooses  this  partic¬ 
ular  major,  he  said 
that  it  would  pre¬ 
pare  him  for  the 
different  aspects  of 
leadership  that  he 
envisions  for  him¬ 
self  when  he  even¬ 
tually  comes  back 
to  work  for  the 
Tribe. 

Yes,  his 

long-range  goal  is 
to  be  one  of  the 
Tribal  leaders  who 
will  bring  in  new 
ideas  and  make  the  past 
and  present  work  well  for 
the  future  of  the  Tribe.  For 
the  past  two  summers,  he 
has  participated  in  the 
Tribe’s  summer  work  pro¬ 
gram  by  working  at  the 
Tribal  Clerk’s  Office.  He 
came  to  understand  the 
process  involved  in  Tribal 
matters. 

Even  with  a  busy 
schedule  playing  offense 
on  FAU’s  football,  Smith 
makes  A’s  and  B’s  in  his 
classes.  In  fact,  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  recently  with  an 
academic  honor  roll  award 
and  a  varsity  football  letter 
award.  How  does  he  do  it? 

According  to  him, 
playing  football  is  fun,  but 
he  also  manages  his  time 
well.  He  explains  that  he 


Jarrid  Smith 


had  to  do  away  with  the  high  school  mentality  and 
start  thinking  that  he  is  now  in  a  whole  new  ballgame: 

college.  His  first  year  was  a 
total  adjustment  and  he  realized 
that  he  had  to  learn  how  to 
study  because  no  one  else  could 
do  it  for  him.  His  goal  was  to 
get  good  grades,  not  just  aver¬ 
age  grades. 

At  the  Student  Center 
for  Academic  Excellence  at 
FAU,  he  finds  the  study  hall  the 
best  place  to  concentrate  on 
studying.  The  athletic  training 
gave  him  the  discipline  to  man¬ 
age  time  and  focus  on  the  task 
at  hand.  In  addition,  his  support¬ 
ive  family  makes  sure  that  he  is 
going  in  the  right  direction  on 
the  path  he  has  chosen. 

After  graduation,  he 
plans  on  continuing  his  educa¬ 
tion.  So  far  he  has  narrowed  his 
choices  down  to  public  adminis¬ 
tration,  communication,  or  pur¬ 
suing  a  master’s  degree  in  polit¬ 
ical  science.  Whichever  he 
chooses,  he  has  the  discipline 
and  the  determination  to  reach 
his  goal. 

Last,  but  not  least, 
Smith  said  he  wanted  to  share  a 
message  with  all  Seminole  stu¬ 
dents  is. 

“Manage  your  time 
well,  take  time  to  find  out  what 
you  want  to  do  in  life,  and  then 
take  the  steps  to  get  there,”  he 
said. 


Cell:  954.709.5624  =  Fax:  954.434.8607 


RUNAROUND  PERMITS 

N otary/Permits/Errand  Runner 


*Bank  *Post  Office 
*Court  House  *Etc. 


Gena  Osceola 


Your  Job  Easier! 


mroward  County  rioricia 


Criminal  Defense 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


DU  I 
VOP 

felony  a  misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 
family  Law 
Child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 


60©  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
C  LEWI  STON .  F  LO  Ri  DA 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody”  m,  Hendry,  ll 

863-98 3-LAWS  (5297) 
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For  the  Best 
Die  at  -1  i  n  Town 
Call 

" 

Hector  Isabel 


COME  AND  SEE  THE  ALL  NEW  FORD  MUSTANG,  FREESTYLE,  &  FORD  FIVE  HUNDRED 


Excursion 


Mustang! 


■jr 

mam 


MORE  THAN  200  USED  CARS  IN  INVENTORY  INCLUDING  THE  HARD-TO-FIND  F350’S! 


Free  27  Pt.  Inspection  with  any  service!  A  $39.95  Value! 

{ask  for  details) 

*  Friendly  &  Professional  service  *  Weekday  &  Saturday  hours 

*  Factory  Certified  A$E  Trained  Technicians  *  Ford  Quality  Parts 

*  12  month  Warranty  on  all  Parts  &  Labor  *  Courtesy  Shuttle  Hours 

*  Convenient  Location 


S655  Pines  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida  33024 

(954)  443-7000 

Buy  Online  At:  www.worldfordpines.com! 


Seles  Hours:  Mon. -Sal.  9am-9pm,  Sun.  Ilam-Tpm  *  Service  Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  7am-7pmP  Sat.  7am-4pm 


Freestyle 
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Health  Comer  *  Chah-nee-ken  chao-ke  *:*  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 


Since  1990  t  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl’S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 


Tno  hlrinn  or  on  anorney  K  an  impeMSIJft  cKTClSi&n  thoi  sheultf  n&l  to  totoJ  sofftly 
upon  JldTOrnsampnt  Hichynd  CilHJilln  wor^gft  EIS  M  PljWiC  Dfllersrfpr  in  Brmrand 
County  hum  ISlKMflOS  Eirod  has  btren  in  prnraSs  practice  lor  nine  vbb»5. 

In  193&  no  wa&  voted  Ihe  Trial  Attorney  or  tho  year.  Ho  graduated  bom 
Capital  Umvarsity  In  1M9  and  was  adminod  to  I^d  Florida  Bar  n  V9BG. 
Federal  Bar  in  1992,  and  l^e  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  1534. 


Seminoles  Shape  Up  for  Weight  Loss  Contest 


serious  lifestyle  changes  and  the  benefits  have  been 
rewarding. 

First  place  among  the  Tribal  citizens  and 
spouses  went  to  Cecilia  Pequeno,  who  lost  8.6  pounds, 
followed  by  Noemi  Escobar  with  7.2  pounds.  The 
contenders  for  third  and  fourth  place  were  very  close 
with  Nancy  Motlow  losing  5.8  pounds  and  Amy 


Charlotte  Porcaro 

Tribal  employees  are  all  smiles  as  they  learn  the  results  of 
another  successful  weight  loss  contest.  (L-R)  Noemi 
Escobar,  Amy  Yzaguirre,  Nancy  Motlow  and  Cecilia 
Pequeno. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  On  Sept.  19  and  20, 

2006,  Immokalee  community  members  and  Tribal 
employees  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  Health 
department  to  be  weighed  in  for  the  Immokalee 
Seminole  Shape  Up  contest. 

The  turnout  was  good,  hut  the  holiday  season 
is  a  very  difficult  time  for  people  to  focus  on 
their  weight  and  improving  their  eating  habits. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
important  times  when  considering  the  tempta¬ 
tions  and  the  toll  they  take  on  overall  wellbe¬ 
ing. 

Immokalee  Nutritionist  Charlotte 
Porcaro  is  always  willing  to  help  the  contest¬ 
ants  monitor  their  weight  and  sugar.  Stressing 
healthy  eating,  she  can  offer  advice  on  nutrition 
and  has  come  forth  with  some  very  appetizing 
menus  that  will  keep  you  on  track  while  bal¬ 
ancing  your  lifestyle. 

A  routine  of  proper  exercise  can 
enhance  the  rewards  of  your  weight  loss 
efforts.  Remember,  no  one  gained  the  weight 
overnight  and  no  one  can  safely  shed  pounds  in 
an  instant.  However,  starting  out  slowly  and 
then  increasing  activities  can  quickly  make  a 
difference. 

No  one  needs  to  wait  for  the  organized 
community  walks  to  start  your  day  off  right. 

Check  in  with  Porcaro  and  she  will  help  ascer¬ 
tain  how  much  time  each  person  should  dedi¬ 
cate  to  walking  in  order  to  balance  weight  loss 
efforts.  With  a  gradual  increase,  everyone 
should  begin  feeling  better  and  looking  forward  to  this 
daily  activity.  She  can  provide  a  schedule  of  the  regu¬ 
larly  planned  community  walks  and  also  help  with 
preparations  for  next  year’s  Rez  Rally. 


Charlotte 

Immokalee  Seminole  employee  winners:  (L-R)  Bill  Cara, 
Victoria  Presley  and  Gabriel  Acosta  are  looking  forward 
to  the  next  contest. 


Yzaguirre  hot  on  her  heels  with  5.4  pounds. 

The  employees  did  a  fantastic  job  during  this 
most  recent  endeavor.  SPD’s  Mark  Pillsbury  shed  a 
total  of  22.2  pounds,  despite  the  holiday  indulgencies. 
Bill  Cara  from  Utilities  dropped  18.2  pounds.  If 
he  continues  at  this  rate,  Immokalee  may  have 
to  pad  their  Santa  Claus  for  next  year. 

Counting  calories  and  exercise  have 
paid  off  for  Building  and  Grounds’  Victoria 
Presley  with  a  15.8  pound  loss.  The  Youth 
Ranch’s  Gabriel  Acosta  put  a  lot  of  effort  into 
his  15.4  pound  success  and  is  not  only  feeling 
better,  but  looking  forward  to  the  next  contest. 

The  Immokalee  Seminole  Shape  Up 
Winners  have  a  combined  loss  of  98.6  pounds. 

Immokalee  Council  Liaison  Ralph 
Sanchez  sponsored  this  contest  and  has  signed 
on  for  the  next  one.  He  said  the  weight  loss 
contests  should  be  continuous  because  it  helps 
keep  everyone  focused  on  healthy  eating  and 
exercise.  Whether  for  weight  loss  or  mainte¬ 
nance,  the  benefits  are  phenomenal. 

The  weigh  in  for  the  next  contest  took 
place  on  Jan.  19  and  20.  When  the  results  are 
tallied  on  April  19,  Immokalee  look  forward  to 
another  extraordinary  success. 

The  Weight  Watchers  Program  will  be 
coming  to  the  Immokalee  Rez  for  12  weeks 
beginning  March  7.  The  first  meeting  will  take 
place  at  noon  at  the  Senior  Center  and  a  light 
lunch  will  he  prepared  using  weight  watchers  recipes. 
Porcaro  said  that  she  already  has  16  people  signed  up 
to  participate  and  is  looking  for  more  entries  before 
the  starting  date. 

The  Relay  for  Life  is  coming  up  on  March  9 
and  10  at  the  Immokalee  High  School  Track  and  we 
are  hoping  for  another  successful  event.  We  need  your 
support  for  this  very  worthwhile  endeavor. 


Stop  by  the  Immokalee  Gym  and  Personal 
Trainer  Joey  Garcia  will  help  plan  a  workout  routine 
that  will  maximize  benefits.  The  Seminole  Tribe  has 
provided  a  well-stocked  exercise  room  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  take  advantage  of. 

Tribal  winners  have  been  repeatedly  involved 
in  the  weight  loss  contests  and  continue  to  show  a 
gradual  success  rate.  Obviously,  they  have  made  some 


Bariatric  Surgery  - 


What’s  the  Skinny? 


(Illustrations  copied  from  Surgical 
Consultants  of  Hollywood  P.A.  Patient  Handbook.) 


if  the  lifestyle  changes  are  not  followed.  The  small 
pouch  can  be  stretched  by  overeating  and  then  the 
whole  purpose  of  the  surgery  has  been  defeated. 

Who  is  a  candidate  for  bariatric  sur¬ 
gery? 

The  current  criteria  for  surgery  have  been 
established  by  Dr.  VanGelder,  MD  and  the  Seminole 
Health  department  in  an  effort  to  promote  the  best 
results  for  all  patients. 

Your  BMI  must  be  35  or  greater. 

History  of  inability  to  lose  weight  by  other 

means. 

Not  using  any  illegal  substances  or  alcohol 
for  six  months  prior  to  starting  the  program. 

You  will  need  to  have  blood  work  done  and 
a  physical  in  the  clinic. 

Evaluation  by 
the  heart  doctor  for 
general  clearance  and 
for  clearance  to  begin  a 
fitness  program. 

Evaluation  by 
a  lung  doctor  for  gener¬ 
al  clearance. 

Psychological 
Evaluation  with  psy¬ 
chologist  in  Family 
Services 

When  you  go 
to  see  the  doctor  that 
performs  the  gastric 
bypass  or  handing 
which  will  be  in  about 
four  months  you  will 
have  another  psycho¬ 
logical  examination  by 
their  specialized  psy¬ 
chologist.  The  initial 
Seminole  evaluation  is 
to  see  if  there  is  any  assistance  needed  while  getting 
ready  to  have  the  surgery. 

You  will  then  have  at  least  a  monthly  clinic 
visit  for  six  months. 

Take  all  of  your  medications  as  prescribed. 

See  the  dietitian  weekly. 

You  will  have  to  participate  in  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Fitness  Program  three 
days  a  week  for  60  minute  sessions.  You  will  need 
to  turn  in  the  fitness  sign  in  sheet  weekly  to  the 
health  educator. 

Urine  drug  screening  will  he  done  at  least 

weekly. 

You  must  fol¬ 
low  through  with  all 
referrals  generated  by 
the  clinic. 

You  will  be 

able  to  be  evaluated  by 
the  bariatric  surgeon 
after  four  months  of 
starting  this  program  and 
will  complete  the 
remaining  two  months 
while  seeing  the 
bariatric  surgeon,  attend¬ 
ing  their  support  groups 
and  having  the  surgery 
planned. 

Who  is  not  a 
candidate? 

Any  patient 

who  has  demonstrated  a 
history  of  non-compliant 
behavior  or  is  unwilling 
to  make  the  behavior 
and  lifestyle  changes 
necessary  following  sur¬ 
gery  is  not  a  good  candi¬ 
date.  Also,  anyone  who  has  existing  medical  condi¬ 
tions  that  would  make  the  surgery  a  greater  risk  than 
benefit  would  not  he  a  good  candidate. 

A  very  important  thing  to  consider  when 
contemplating  bariatric  surgery  in  any  form  is  that 
the  surgery  is  only  a  tool  to  help  patients  lose 
weight.  It  is  not  a  guarantee.  Success  comes  from  a 
firm  commitment  to  the  new  lifestyle  that  comes 
with  bariatric  surgery. 

After  surgery  patients  are  expected  to  com¬ 
ply  with  restrictions  in  their  diets,  as  far  as  the  types 
of  foods  and  quantity  eaten,  timing  of  meals, 
restricting  fluids  at  meal  times,  elimination  of  all 
carbonated  drinks,  as  well  as  an  established  daily 
vitamin  and  mineral  routine  and  regular  exercise. 

All  of  these  changes  promote  the  best  long  term 
results. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  Bariatric 
Surgery  please  contact  your  local  health  clinic  on 
your  reservation. 


Submitted  by  The  Seminole  Health  Department 

Weight  loss  surgery  has  become  more  pop¬ 
ular  in  recent  years  as  the  rate  of  obesity  continues 
to  climb  around  the  world.  Many  people  have  ques¬ 
tions  about  bariatric  surgeries,  also  known  as  “gas¬ 
tric  bypass”  or  “gastric  handing.” 

Both  surgeries  involve  restricting  the  size 
of  the  stomach  which  results  in  weight  loss.  Both 
surgeries  should  he  used  as  a  last  resort  when  every 
other  weight  loss  method  has  been  truly  tried  and 
failed.  Patients  must  make  profound,  lifelong  dietary 
changes,  and  permanent  weight  loss  is  still  not  guar¬ 
anteed. 

Gastric  Banding  is  a  procedure  where  an 
adjustable  band  is  implanted  around  the  upper  stom¬ 
ach.  This  band  creates  a  15cc  pouch-ahout  the  size 
of  a  thumb  or  one 
tablespoon.  This  limits 
the  quantity  of  food 
eaten  at  one  time  and 
lengthens  the  feeling  of 
being  full. 

The  band  is 
connected  to  an  access 
port  under  the  skin  that 
allows  for  adjustment, 
by  the  surgeon,  after 
surgery.  Gastric  band¬ 
ing  does  not  involve 
stapling  or  cutting  the 
stomach,  but  does 
involve  considerable 
follow-up  with  the  sur¬ 
geon  for  adjustments.  It 
also  has  a  much  lower 
incidence  of  protein- 
calorie  malnutrition  and 
vitamin/nutrient  defi¬ 
ciencies  because  the 
stomach  stays  intact. 

Gastric  Bypass  involves  dividing  the 
stomach  into  two  separate  parts.  The  gastric  pouch 
is  made  to  hold  about  15cc  of  volume  and  is  then 
connected  directly  to  a  lower  part  of  the  small  intes¬ 
tines.  This  restricts  the  quantity  of  food  eaten  and 
also  the  amount  of  calories  absorbed  by  the  body. 
The  remaining  segment  of  the  stomach  is  bypassed 
and  reattached  to  the  lower  intestine  to  maintain 
blood  supply  but  left  unused. 

Patients  who  have  the  gastric  bypass  need 
to  be  even  more  aware  of  their  nutrition  status  since 
part  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  where  some  vita¬ 
mins  and  nutrients  are 
absorbed  is  sectioned 
off.  According  to 
bariatric  surgeon  Dr. 

Thomas  Bass,  MD  the 
end  results  of  total 
weight  lost  can  be  quite 
similar  at  the  end  of  the 
first  18  months  after  sur¬ 
gery. 

The  difference 
is  that  gastric  bypass 
patients  tend  to  lose  their 
weight  more  quickly 
than  the  banding 
patients. 

What  are  the 
benefits? 

“I  can  tie  my 
shoes  now!”  exclaimed 
one  Tribal  member  dur¬ 
ing  a  support  group 
meeting.  Another  said  “I 
can  buy  regular  size 
clothes  in  any  store.”  A 
very  proud  young  lady 
said,  “If  I  drop  something,  I  can  just  reach  down 
and  pick  it  up  now.” 

Losing  a  significant  amount  of  weight,  and 
keeping  it  off,  has  many  benefits  both  physically 
and  mentally.  High  blood  pressure  and  diabetes 
become  much  more  easily  controlled  following 
weight  loss.  Back  pain  and  knee  pain  is  usually 
eased  by  not  having  to  support  so  much  weight. 

What  are  the  risks? 

As  with  any  surgery,  there  are  many  risks 
involved.  Immediately  following  surgery  there  is  a 
risk  of  bleeding,  infection,  bowel  obstruction,  injury 
to  the  spleen  requiring  removal,  urinary  tract  infec¬ 
tion,  pneumonia,  and  blood  clot  in  the  legs,  known 
as  deep  vein  thrombosis.  Problems  that  can  develop 
following  recovery  from  surgery  can  include  persist¬ 
ent  nausea,  gallstones  and  gallbladder  disease,  vita¬ 
min  deficiencies  including  anemia  and  osteoporosis 
and  hair  loss. 

risk  specific  to  gastric  bypass  is  a  narrow¬ 
ing  of  the  gastric  pouch  which  requires  dilation,  or 
stretching,  by  a  gastroenterologist.  Another  risk  is 
weight  gain,  up  to  or  beyond  the  pre-surgery  weight, 
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What  Your  Dentist  Knows  About  Your  Health 


From  Predicting  Fleart  Disease,  Diabetes  and 
Premature  Birth  To  Revealing  Leukemia,  Eating 
Disorders,  and  Vitamin  Deficiencies,  Your  Teeth  And 
Gums  Say  A  Mouthful  About  Your  Health 

By  Sid  Kirchheimer,  WebMD  Features 

The  eyes  may  be  the  window  to  your  soul, 
but  for  a  look  into  your  physical  health,  open  wide: 
Your  teeth  and  gums  say  a  mouthful. 

Receding  or  inflamed  gums,  cavities,  tooth 
loss,  gingivitis,  and  other  dental  dilemmas  in  adults 
can  indicate  the  presence  of  serious  health  prob- 
lems-including  heart  disease,  diabetes,  cancer,  vita¬ 
min  deficiencies,  and  even  the  risk  of  having  a  pre¬ 
mature  or  low-birth-weight  baby.  Usually,  these  den¬ 
tal  problems  result  from  poor  dental  hygiene  such  as 
not  brushing  well  or  not  flossing  regularly.  But  even 
by  following  your  dentist’s  golden  rule,  you  may 
still  be  hurting  your  overall  health. 

“Every  time  you  brush  your  teeth,  especial¬ 
ly  if  there’s  any  inflammation  in  the  mouth,  it  puts 
some  bacteria  into  your  bloodstream,”  says 
Honolulu  periodontist  Michael  R  Rethman,  DDS, 
president  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Periodontology.  “This  isn’t  good,  but  it  is  normal.” 

That  may  explain  a  recent  jaw-dropping 
study  in  the  journal  Circulation  that  links  any  of  five 
common  dental  problems  with  an  increased  risk  of 
heart  disease.  The  kicker:  dental  problems  proved  to 
be  stronger  predictors  of  heart  disease  than  more  tra¬ 
ditionally  used  risks  factors  such  as  low  “good”  cho¬ 
lesterol,  high  triglycerides,  or  high  levels  a  clotting 
factor  called  fibrinogen. 

And  it  doesn’t  end  there. 

Dental  Detectives  and  What  They  Find 

“Often,  it’s  a  dentist  or  periodontist  who  is 
the  first  to  identify  a  systemic  health  problem 
because  of  what  they  see  in  the  patient’s  mouth,” 
says  Col.  Brian  Mealey,  DDS,  chairman  of  peri¬ 
odontics  at  Wilford  Hall  Medical  Center  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  “And  as  more  evidence  accumu¬ 
lates,  I  think  you’ll  see  more  dentists  looking  at  oral 
health  specifically  to  search  for  possible  problems 
affecting  the  rest  of  the  body.  They’re  now  teaching 
this  stuff  in  dental  schools,  which  wasn’t  the  case  10 
years  ago.” 

So  what  can  these  dental  detectives  detect 
in  those  twice-yearly  exams? 

Diabetes 

Undiagnosed  diabetes,  or  poor  blood  sugar 
control  in  those  already  diagnosed  with  the  disease, 
can  be  identified  by  several  dental  woes,  says  Sally 
Cram,  DDS,  a  periodontist  in  Washington,  DC,  and 
spokeswomen  for  the  American  Dental  Association. 

“Diabetics  tend  to  get  periodontal  disease 
at  a  rate  three  to  four  times  higher  than  people  with¬ 
out  diabetes,  but  when  their  condition  is  controlled 
with  medication,  diet,  or  other  treatments,  their  peri¬ 
odontal  condition  will  usually  stabilize  and  return  to 
health,”  she  said.  “If  I  see  a  lot  of  inflammation  in 
someone  who  brushes  and  flosses  regularly,  or  they 
have  an  abscessed  tooth,  I  ask,  ‘Have  you  checked 
your  blood  sugar  lately?’  ” 

That’s  because  uncontrolled  diabetes 
impairs  white  blood  cells,  the  main  defense  against 
bacterial  infection-and  periodontal  disease  results 
from  bacterial  infection.  Besides  gum  problems,  dia¬ 
betes  also  can  produce  dry  mouth,  thrush,  a  burning 
of  the  mouth  or  tongue,  or  a  distinct,  telltale  breath 
odor. 

“It’s  called  ‘acetone  breath’  and  produces  a 
sweet  smell  that’s  associated  only  with  diabetes,” 
adds  Rethman.  “Breath  that  really  smells  bad,  mean¬ 
while,  could  indicate  infection  of  the  nose,  mouth, 
lungs,  or  stomach.” 

Osteoporosis 

Osteoporosis  and  tooth  loss  often  go  hand- 
in-hand  because  the  same  decrease  in  bone  miner¬ 
al  density  that  boosts  risk  of  hip  and  other  frac¬ 
tures  affects  the  jawbone  and  teeth.  That’s 
one  reason  why  women  are  especially  vul¬ 
nerable  to  tooth  loss  following 
menopause-and  why  despite  its  other 
health  risks,  estrogen  replacement  therapy 
has  been  found  to  reduce  their  rates  of 
tooth  loss  and  gingivitis. 

“Actually,  there  are  four  times 
in  a  female’s  life  when  she’s  more  vul¬ 
nerable  to  oral  problems,”  says  Cram. 

“Besides  menopause,  during  puberty, 
during  pregnancy,  and  around  the  time 
of  her  monthly  period,  certain  hormones 
levels  are  elevated  that  stimulate  inflam¬ 
matory  mediators  that  make  them 
more  susceptible  and  respon¬ 
sive  to  bacteria  in  the 
mouth.” 

So  mark  your 
calendar,  ladies.  It’s 
during  these  times 
when  a  dental  exam  is 
especially  useful. 

Heart  Disease 

In  the  recent 
Circulation  study,  after 
comparing  the  oral 
health  of  256  adult 
heart  patients  with 
that  of  250  others 
with  no  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  researchers 
did  some  math. 

Their  calculations 
showed  that  the 
strongest  predictor 
of  heart  disease  was 
pericoronitis,  a  gum 
infection  around  the 
molars,  usually  the 
third  molars  or  wis¬ 
dom  teeth;  followed 
by  root  remnants,  in 
which  teeth  decay 
to  the  point  that 
only  the  tip  of  the 
root  remains;  gin¬ 
givitis,  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  gums 
around  the  teeth  due 
to  improper  cleaning; 
cavities;  and  missing 
teeth. 

The  possible  connec¬ 
tion:  “It  seems  that  bacteria  often 
found  in  the  mouth  can  appear  as  the 
same  atherosclerotic  plaque  associat¬ 
ed  with  cardiovascular  disease,” 

Rethman  said. 


Premature  and  Low- Weight  Births 

Research  shows  that  women  who  have  gum 
disease  during  pregnancy  are  seven  times  more  like¬ 
ly  to  have  a  baby  that  is  bom  too  early  and  too  small 
than  other  expecting  mothers-and  the  risk  increases 
with  the  severity  of  their  gum  problems.  “That’s 
because  when  you  have  periodontal  disease,  the 
inflammation  causes  certain  chemicals  to  be 
released  in  your  bloodstream  that  could  affect  the 
baby’s  birth  weight  and  delivery,”  Cram  said. 

So  if  you’re  pregnant,  head  to  the  dentist  or 
periodontist.  A  study  last  year  in  the  Journal  of 
Periodontology  suggests  that  performing  a  common 
procedure  to  remove  plaque  and  tartar  from  teeth 
that  cause  gum  problems  could  reduce  risk  of  pre¬ 
mature  delivery. 

Other  Conditions 

Leukemia  causes  gums  to  be  fiery  red,  very 
inflamed,  and  spongy. 

Bulimia.  “When  you  binge  and  purge,  it 
creates  acid  in  the  mouth  that  eats  away  at  tooth 
enamel,  especially  on  the  insides  of  teeth,”  says 
Cram.  “Bulimics  also  have  a  lot  more  gum  recession 
and  higher  rates  of  cavities.” 

Kidney  problems  can  cause  inflamed  gums. 

Gastroesophageal  reflux  disease,  or  GERD, 
can  also  cause  tooth  erosion  from  digestive  acids 
entering  the  mouth. 

Vitamin  deficiencies.  Not  getting  enough 
iron  can  cause  sores  at  the  comers  of  the  mouth,  the 
taste  buds  to  become  small,  or  can  lead  to  a  sore 
tongue.  In  some  cases,  advanced  iron  deficiency  can 
lead  to  anemia  and  may  cause  scarring  in  the  throat 
and  esophagus,  making  swallowing  difficult.  While 
vitamin  C  deficiency  causes  gums  to  easily  bruise 
and  bleed,  deficiency  can  lead  to  tooth  loss.  Vitamin 
D  deficiency  boosts  risk  of  jaw  fracture  and  gum 
disease. 

Drugs  Do  Damage,  Too 

As  you  age,  there’s  a  natural  decline  in  the 
amount  of  saliva  you  produce.  But  to  add  insult  to 
injury,  hundreds  of  drugs-including  antidepressants, 
high  blood  pressure  medications,  and  allergy  reme¬ 
dies  such  as  antihistamines  and  decongestants-can 
cause  dry  mouth. 

“When  the  mouth  dries  out,  you  don’t  have 
the  protective  enzymes  in  saliva  that  help  kill  bacte¬ 
ria,”  says  Cram.  “Not  only  that,  but  gum  tissue 
dries,  which  causes  cells  to  die  on  the  surface, 
allowing  it  to  proliferate.” 

Dry  mouth  can  be  avoided  by  drinking 
plenty  of  water  or  using  over-the-counter  tooth¬ 
pastes,  mouthwashes,  and  chewing  gums,  that  are 
especially  formulated  to  replace  these  protective 
enzymes. 

Still,  the  mouth-body  connection  stresses 
the  importance  that  long  preached  advice:  See  your 
dentist  regularly,  especially  during  those  vulnerable 
times  of  womanhood-or  if  you’re  about  to  be  hospi¬ 
talized. 

“If  you’re  going  in  to  the  hospital  for  an 
extended  stay,  having  an  oral  exam  and  good  clean¬ 
ing  is  a  great  idea  because  you’re  going  to  decrease 
the  risk  of  hospital-acquired  problems  such  as  pneu¬ 
monia,”  Mealey  said.  “It’s  also  advised  to  have  a 
cleaning  before  getting  joint  replacement  surgery, 
because  the  mouth  can  be  a  source  of  bacteria  that, 
if  it  seeds,  can  cause  an  infection  that  could  destroy 
tissue  around  the  joint.” 

But  even  if  you’re  feeling  perfectly  fine, 
there’s  good  reason  for  opening  wide  and  staring  at 
the  ceiling  as  your  mouth  is  picked  and  probed. 

“Today,  more  dentists  aren’t  just  looking  at 
teeth  and  gums,”  says  Cram.  “They’re  giving  you  a 
good  medical  exam.” 
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The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  senior 
citizens’ health.  The  opinions  he  expressed  are  his 
own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  jfredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  I  know  I  have  an  enlarged  prostate.  Is 
this  a  sign  of  cancer? 

A:  Most  men  with  enlarged  prostates  don’t 
develop  prostate  cancer,  but  there’s  a  lot  more  to  this 
question. 

The  prostate  is  a  walnut-size  organ  that  sur¬ 
rounds  the  tube  (urethra)  that  carries  urine  from  the 
bladder.  The  urethra  also  transmits  semen,  which  is 
a  combination  of  sperm  plus  a  fluid  the  prostate 
adds. 

Benign  prostatic  hyperplasia  (BPH)  is  the 
term  used  to  describe  an  enlarged  prostate,  which  is 
common  in  men  50  and  older.  An  enlarged  prostate 
may  squeeze  the  urethra,  making  it  hard  to  urinate. 

It  may  cause  dribbling  after  you  urinate  or  a  fre¬ 
quent  urge  to  urinate,  especially  at  night. 

Some  men  with  prostate  cancer  also  have 
BPH,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  that  the  two  conditions 
are  always  linked.  However,  because  the  early 
symptoms  are  the  same  for  both  conditions,  you 
should  see  a  doctor  if  you  have  these  symptoms. 

The  following  are  other  symptoms  of 
prostate  problems:  blood  in  urine  or  semen,  burning 
urination,  difficulty  getting  an  erection,  painful  ejac¬ 
ulation  and  frequent  pain  or  stiffness  in  lower  back, 
hips  or  upper  thighs. 

Treatment  choices  for  BPH  include: 

Observation.  If  your  symptoms  don’t  both¬ 
er  you  a  lot,  your  doctor  may  suggest  that  you  delay 
treatment  and  come  in  for  regular  checkups. 

Alpha-blockers.  These  are  medicines  that 
can  relax  muscles  near  the  prostate  and  ease  symp¬ 
toms. 


Finasteride 
(Proscar)  acts  on  the  male 
hormone  (testosterone)  to  shrink  the 
prostate. 

Surgery.  An  operation  can  relieve  symp¬ 
toms,  but  it  can  cause  complications. 

Prostate  cancer  is  one  of  the  most  common 
types  of  cancer  among  American  men.  Treatment  for 
prostate  cancer  works  best  when  the  disease  is  found 
early. 

In  a  physical  exam,  the  doctor  feels  the 
prostate  through  the  rectal  wall.  Hard  or  lumpy  areas 
may  mean  that  cancer  is  present. 

Your  doctor  also  may  suggest  a  blood  test 
to  check  your  prostate  specific  antigen  (PSA)  level. 
PSA  levels  may  be  high  in  men  who  have  an 
enlarged  prostate  gland  or  prostate  cancer.  PSA  tests 
are  very  useful  for  early  cancer  diagnosis.  But  PSA 
test  results  alone  do  not  always  tell  whether  or  not 
cancer  is  present. 

When  doctors  suspect  cancer,  they  also 
may  perform  a  biopsy.  Doctors  can  take  out  a  small 
piece  of  the  prostate  and  look  at  it  under  a  micro¬ 
scope. 

There  are  many  options  for  treating  prostate 

cancer: 

Observation.  If  the  cancer  is  growing  slow¬ 
ly,  you  may  decide  to  wait  and  watch. 

Hormone  therapy.  This  stops  cancer  cells 
from  growing. 

Surgery.  There  are  several  surgical  options. 
These  include  radical  prostatectomy  or  removal  of 
the  entire  prostate,  cryosurgery  that  kills  the  cancer 
by  freezing  it,  radiation  therapy  to  shrink  tumors  and 
implant  radiation  that  places  radioactive  seeds  into 
the  prostate.  Surgery  can  lead  to  impotence  and 
incontinence.  Improvements  in  surgery  now  make  it 
possible  for  some  men  to  keep  their  sexual  function. 
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Any  Home  theater,  plasma,  or  standard  flat 
screen. 

WE  DO  IT  Ail! 


Dear  Counselor, 

My  husband  has  put  on  50  pounds,  and 
now  I’m  not  attracted  to  him.  Please  help  me. 

Signed, 

Not  Happy 

Dear  Not  Happy, 

Sometimes  the  heart  must  see  what  is 
invisible  to  the  eyes.  Great  love  in  a  relationship 
involves  kindness;  although  appearance  plays  a 
role  in  how  we  view  a  partner.  If  you  approach  a 
topic  such  as  weight  in  an  insensitive  manner,  you 
may  hurt  your  husband’s  feelings  or  make  him 
defensive-neither  of  which  will  rekindle  your 
chemistry. 

If  he  says  he’s  upset  about  the  weight 


gain,  assure  him  that 
you  love  him  no  matter 
what  and  that  you 
know  he’ll  lose  weight 
when  he  is  ready.  It’s 
fine  to  offer  help  if  he’s  open  to  it,  say,  by  vowing 
to  take  daily  walk  together.  If  he  hasn ’t  mentioned 
anything,  you  could  bring  up  your  own  wish  to  eat 
better,  which  may  get  him  to  share  his  feelings 
about  his  body. 

Once  you ’ve  started  talking,  you  might  be 
more  empathetic.  This,  in  turn  could  help  you  feel 
more  connected  and  attracted  to  your  husband. 

Signed, 

Counselor 


We  specialize  in  designing,  customizing  and  providing  top  of  the  line 
technology  in  Audio  &  Video  electronics  including  a  division  dedicated  to 
Security  and  Surveillance  equipment  for  your  home  and  business. 


361?  North  Stale  Road  7/  Hollywood,  FL  33021 
(954]  893-9106  /  Fax:  (914)  B93-9107 


WE  PROVIDE  \H  HOME  SURVEYS 

WF  COMF  TO  YOU:  RIG  CYPRFSS,  HOI  l  YWOOD,  BRIGHTON,  IMMOKALFF  AND  FT.  PIFRCF 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Vehicles  For  Sale 

LaslG 

BlU _ _ Ms _ Bfiifil _ Price  Ranrc 

DM743, 1995 BLne-liiid GJ  P^ss  ■  StM  Bm_ CaU  foi  Pride  Range 

I!42£tt._  I39Q . — Ibnl . ,.-1-550  flatbed  Trick . . ..CaU  far  Price  Range 

L30341  _  1993 . —ftffiL . . Crffwn  Victftija, . . . __Cal  lor  Price  Range 

155931 _ 3009  Ebnl . ...-CrcwnTtcEwia.—. . _ . CaU  for  Price  Range 

5.23090 _ 1995 . —Hud  ., . . . Siouca... . . . . . _Jall  far  Price  Range 

G30696, — 199? . _lbdl-. . — EscpIflTer . . . . . . — Call  far  Price  Range 

MS594 _ 1994 . . fttnL . „E-350  Passenger  Tan . CaU  fan  Price  Range 

1341 64 _ 1993 . CbevroleuSckcnl  Bus  -  2!  Passenger. Call  for  Price  Range 

8394T5 1996 . . Ford.. . E-ISO  -  Cargo  Tan .CaU  fan  Price  Range 

12604 J..— ..3003 . —  Ebrd . — E-350  -  13  Passenger  Tan ...  CaU  far  Price  Range 

CK901 _ I9S2 . —hud. . -Ranger  -  Pick  If  p  Track ......  Call  for  Price  Range 

Diego  Orozco  -  (954)  966-6300  Ext.  1216 


GET  THE  LOOK  ! 

JR  SEAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 

★  GO  WHERE  THE  STARS  SHOP  AND 

GET  TREATED  LIKE  A  STAR  !!!  ^ 


LtFT  KITS 'LOWE  KING  KlTS  13™  -  2fi"  CUSTOM  WHEELS  AIRAID  /  SUPERCHIPS 


a  udiovox  qvd.vcP'TUNEH  FI  BE  RG  LA  SS  TO  MNO‘S 

M-F  9am  -  6pm  I  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  /  SAT  9am  -  3pm 

4721  RAVENSWOOD  RD  I  FT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  33312 

<954)  981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981-3401 


Reach  The  Rez  Successfully  Completes 
First  Year  of  Five-Year  Tour 


Historically-Significant 
Outreach  Effort  Travels 
54,000  Miles ,  Visits  211 
Native  American 
Communities  and  Touches 
Thousands  in  Indian 
Country 

Submitted  by  Vicki  Hanna,  Publicist 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  In  an  unprecedented, 
nationwide  campaign,  the  Reach  The  Rez  Project 
recently  made  history  by  successfully  completing  its 
inaugural  music  and  speaking  tour  through  Indian 
Country.  Covering  over  54,000  miles  to  meet  with  211 
communities,  Reach  The  Rez  delivered  messages  of 
strength  and  empowerment  to  thousands  of  Native 
Americans. 

While  the  effort  is  ultimately  aimed  at  the 
betterment  of  all  communities  and  the  enrichment  of 
all  people,  Reach  The  Rez  programs  are  specifically 
designed  to  effectively  reach  American  Indian  people, 
particularly  the  youth.  What  once  was  termed,  “a  high¬ 
ly  ambitious  idea,”  the  tour  has  become  a  reality  due 
to  the  vision  of  award-winning  Native  American  rap 
artist/actor,  Litefoot  and  title  sponsors,  the  Seminole 


the  country  for  something  positive  and  healthy,”  he 
said.  “The  tide  is  turning.  We  are  no  longer  traveling 
such  distances  to  flee  or  relocate-we  are  covering  this 
ground  to 
unite  our 
people  and 
make  us 
stronger,  so 
our  young 
people  will 


Native  American  rap  artist/actor  Litefoot. 


Tribe  of  Florida,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal 
Nation,  the  Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation  of  Oklahoma, 
the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  and 
Daimler/ Chrysler. 

The  2006  tour  began  in  February  and  culmi¬ 
nated  with  the  year’s  final 
show  at  Seattle’s  Indian 
Heritage  High  School  in 
October.  Litefoot  has  com¬ 
mitted  to  touring  North 
America’s  underserved 
reservations  over  a  five- 
year  period  to  help  his  con¬ 
sistent  messages  of  hope 
and  prosperity  take  root  in 
Native  communities. 

“This  movement  is 
unlike  any  other  journey 
our  people  have  witnessed,” 
said  Litefoot.  “Look  hack  at 
any  of  the  campaigns  where 
Indian  people  have  tra¬ 
versed  across  these  lands, 
from  the  Trail  of  Tears  to 
the  flight  of  the  Nez  Perce. 

Too  often,  these  campaigns 
forced  our  retreat  or  relo¬ 
cated  us.  This  is  the  first 
large  scale  effort  that  has 

had  Natives  traveling  across  Litefoot  with  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress. 


member  of 
the  Cherokee 
Nation  of 
Oklahoma, 

Litefoot  has 
invested  his  musical 
career  in  performing  con¬ 
certs  for  predominantly  Native  audi¬ 
ences  while  simultaneously  delivering 
inspiring  speeches  that  purvey  his  experi¬ 
ences  as  an  artist,  his  understanding  of  Native 
American  history  and  his  positive  vision  for  the  future 
of  Native  people. 

He  developed  the  multi-faceted  Reach  The 
Rez  Project  with  the  goal  of  taking  the  program 
to  every  reservation  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  In 
addition  to  the  tour,  the  Reach  The  Rez  Project 
includes  a  documentary  film  of  the  tour,  a  week¬ 
ly  Reach  The  Rez  Radio  Show,  a  Reach  The  Rez 
Magazine  and  the  future  launch  of  an  interactive 
Internet  community  called  Global  Lodge™. 

Realizing  that  few  people  travel  to 
Indian  reservations  to  leam  about  the  country’s 
first  residents,  Litefoot  and  company  are  proac¬ 
tively  preparing  a  documentary  film  that  will 
instead  take  the  “rez”  to  the  public.  Filmed  on 
location  throughout  the  tour,  the  Reach  The  Rez 
documentary  has  captured  the  faces  and  places 
of  contemporary  Indian  Country  and  will  be 
widely  distributed  to  schools  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  upon  com¬ 
pletion. 

With  more  than  760  hours  of  film 
recorded,  the  documentary  will  catalog  the  expe¬ 
riences,  opinions,  cultures  and  viewpoints  of 
modem  day  Native  people,  with  the  mission  of 
exposing  mainstream  society  to  the  challenges  of 
today’s  Native  Americans. 

With  his  commitment  to  remain  con¬ 
nected  to  the  communities  he  visits,  Litefoot 
continues  to  engage  Native  audiences  with  the 
unique  Reach  The  Rez  Radio  Show.  The  show, 
which  first  aired  in  December  2005,  is  broadcast 
weekly  through  Native  Voice  One  (NV1)  and 
American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  (AIROS), 
and  is  available  via  Podcast  and  FREE  download 
at  www.reachtherezradio.com. 

Even  before  the  wheels  of  the  tour  bus 
rolled  to  a  stop,  plans  were  underway  for  the 
Tour’s  2007  leg. 

“We’ve  been  blessed  to  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  so  many  along  the  way  and  we’re  fortu- 
—  nate  to  see  Reach  The  Rez  brought  to  fruition. 
And  we’re  just  gettin’  started,”  said  Litefoot. 

For  additional  information  on  future  Reach 
The  Rez  events  and  tour  stops,  visit 
www.reachtherez.org. 


Reach  The  Rez  Tour  2006  Fact  Sheet 


the  Year  for  2005,  Litefoot  has  recorded  11  albums  on 
his  own  label,  Red  Vinyl  Records.  He  has  since  creat¬ 
ed  Litefoot  Music  Group,  a  new  label  featuring  rising 
Native  artists.  Litefoot  and  his  wife,  Carmen  Davis, 
co-own  several  clothing  lines  including  Native 
Style™. 

The  Reach  The  Rez  Project  includes  the 
following  program  elements: 

Reach  The  Rez  Documentary  -  Filmed  on 
location  throughout  the  tour,  the  Reach  The  Rez  docu¬ 
mentary  has  captured  the  faces  and  places  of  contem¬ 
porary  Indian  Country,  and  will  be  widely  distributed 
to  schools  and  other  organizations  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  upon  completion.  With  more  than  760  hours 
of  film  recorded,  the  documentary  will  catalog  the 
experiences,  opinions,  cultures  and  viewpoints  of 
modem  day  Native  people,  with  the  mission  of  expos¬ 
ing  mainstream  society  to  the  challenges  of  today’s 
Native  Americans.  The  documentary  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  internationally  and  entered  at  film  festivals 
worldwide. 

Reach  The  Rez  Radio  Show  and  Podcast  - 

A  high  energy,  hip  hop  “mix  show”/  “talk  radio”  pro¬ 
gram.  The  broadcast  updates  listeners  on  tour  progress 
and  events  and  features  on-air  interviews  produced  at 
different  locations  throughout  the  tour.  The  radio  pro¬ 
gram  creates  a  forum  for  listeners  to  leam  and  better 
understand  the  modem  day  issues,  concerns  and  suc¬ 
cesses  within  Native  American  communities  nation¬ 
wide.  Reach  The  Rez  Radio  is  broadcast  weekly 
through  Native  Voice  One  (NV1)  and  American  Indian 
Radio  On  Satellite  (AIROS),  and  is  available  via 
Podcast  and  free  download  at 
www.reachtherezradio.com. 

Reach  The  Rez  Magazine  -  Tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  copies  of  the  magazine  will  be  distributed  to 
tour  communities  and  surrounding  areas.  A  teacher’s 
guide  and  lesson  plan  is  included  in  every  Reach  The 
Rez  Magazine  to  help  teachers  reinforce  Litefoot’s 
positive  messages  in  the  classroom  setting.  The  maga¬ 
zine  includes  motivational  stories  supporting  tradition¬ 
al  values,  spotlights  on  several  successful  contempo¬ 
rary  Native  Americans  and  anti-drug  and  anti-alcohol 
messages. 

Global  Lodge™  -  The  future  launch  of  the 
Global  Lodge™  will  provide  visitors  a  one-of-a-kind 
Internet  experience.  By  visiting  the  site,  the  user  will 
he  empowered  with  positive  messages  and  many  cool, 
interactive  activities.  The  Global  Lodge™  provides  an 
opportunity  for  anyone  with  a  computer  and  a  phone 
line  to  stay  connected  to  the  powerful  messages  deliv¬ 
ered  throughout  the  Reach  The  Rez  Tour.  The  Global 
Lodge™  will  serve  as  a  catalyst  for  people  every¬ 
where  to  come  together  and  work  positively  toward 
the  betterment  of  all  our  communities.  For  additional 
information,  please  visit  www.globallodge.com. 

Additional  Resources: 

Reach  The  Rez  Litefoot: 
www.reachtherez.org www.litefoot.com 

Reach  The  Rez  Radio  Show  and  Podcast 
Association  for  American  Indian  Development: 
www.reachtherezradio.com www.a4aid.org 

Reach  The  Rez  on  My  Space: 
www.myspace  .com/reachtherez 


Submitted  by  Vicki  Hanna,  Publicist 

Why  Reach  The  Rez?  Statistics  show  that 
American  Indians  are  the  most  underserved  communi¬ 
ty  of  people  in  North  America.  Nationwide,  each  day, 
our  children  and  culture  are  being  lost.  American 
Indian  reservations  and  communities  place  highest 
amongst  all 
minorities 


concerning 
rates  of  sui¬ 
cide,  crime, 
high  school 
dropouts, 
teenage  preg¬ 
nancy,  drug  and 
alcohol  addiction, 
gang  activity, 

AIDS  and  the  list 
goes  on.  Proactive 
nationwide  out¬ 
reach  is  immediately 
needed  to  turn  the  tide 
of  problems  facing 
future  generations  of 
Native  Americans. 
Reach  The  Rez  was 
created  to  meet  that 
need. 

Reach  The 

Rez  is  a  multi-faceted  program  that  combines  positive 
messaging  with  separate  and  strategic  areas  of  multi- 
media  to  capture  the  attention  of  our  community  and 
inject  empowerment  and  hope  into  the  lives  of  Native 
people. 

The  Facts 

The  Reach  The  Rez  programs  are  specifically 
designed  to  effectively  reach  American  Indian  people, 
particularly  the  youth,  though  the  overall  effort  is  ulti¬ 
mately  aimed  at  the  betterment  of  all  communities  and 
the  enrichment  of  all  people. 

In  an  unprecedented,  nationwide  campaign, 
the  Reach  The  Rez  Project  made  history  by  success¬ 
fully  completing  its  inaugural  music  and  speaking  tour 
through  Indian  Country  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  The  Tour  was  hom  in  October  2005. 

The  2006  tour  began  on  February  26  with  the 
Makah  Nation  in  Neah  Bay,  Wash,  and  celebrated  its 
successful  completion  with  the  year’s  final  show  held 
at  Indian  Heritage  High  School  in  Seattle  on  October 
17. 

Covering  over  54,000  miles,  Reach  The  Rez 
stopped  at  211  Native  communities  to  share  messages 
of  strength  and  empowerment  with  thousands  of 
Native  Americans. 

The  tour  sponsors  are  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Nation  and 
Daimler/Chrysler.  A  Reach  The  Rez  documentary 
sponsorship  was  graciously  provided  by  the  Muscogee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma.  Additional  tour  contributions 
were  provided  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma. 

The  Messenger 

Litefoot,  an  acclaimed  performer,  has 
appeared  in  movies  such  as  “The  Indian  in  the 
Cupboard,”  “Mortal  Kombat:  Annihilation,”  “The 
Song  of  Hiawatha”  and  TV  spots  on  CSI  and  Any  Day 
Now.  Named  Native  American  Music  Awards  Artist  of 
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FrontRowUSA .  com 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


BARBRA  STREISAND 
ALAN  JACKSON 
STAIND 

AEROSMITH/MOTLEY  CRUE 
CARLOS  MENCIA 
ERIC  CLAPTON 
SHAKIRA 
TOBY  KEITH 
CHRIS  BROWN/NE  YO 
KORN 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL, NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XU  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 
YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION, 
MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


ALL  BROADWAY  SHOWS 
THE  LION  KING 
HAIRSPRAY  WICKED 
MAMMA  MIA 

ALL  LAS  VEGAS  SHOWS 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA ,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
Questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located . 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything * 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSAXOM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


ui  WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 

SO 

*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years!  * 
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Sports  -  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Super  Sunday  Pre-Super  Bowl  Brunch 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

While  most  football  fans  were 
watching  the  numerous  pre- 
game  shows  or  preparing  for 
the  hig  game  among  friends 
and  family,  there  was  a  nice 
alternative  at  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  on  Feb.  4. 

Seminole  Sports 
Management  along  with  the 
Gino  Torretta  Foundation  and 
Coors  Light  celebrated  Super 
Bowl  XLI  by  hosting  a  Super 
Sunday  Brunch.  The  day 
offered  fans  and  sports  enthu¬ 
siasts  good  conversation, 
good  food  and  a  good  time. 
The  major  treat  was  a  panel 
discussion  and 
question/answer  on  the  game 
with  National  Football  League 


Chris  Jenkins 

(L-R)  Marge  Osceola,  Trevor  Osceola,  NFL  Hall  of  Famer  Dick  Butkus  and 
Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Clementi  (in  back)  places  the  rear  naked  choke  move  on  Pointon  for  the  win. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Tribal  citizen  Stephen  Bowers  poses  with  member  of  the 
Jacksonville  Jaguars  cheerleading  squad  and  Teresa 
Colaluca, 


Raffle  items  were  autographed  jer¬ 
seys,  footballs  and  calendars  by  Philadelphia 
Eagles  cheerleaders  and  players  including:  run¬ 
ning  backs  Brian  Westbrook  and  Correll 
Buckhalter,  former  wide  receiver  Jabar 
Gaffney,  free  safety  Brian  Dawkins,  comerback 
Lito  Shepard,  and  defensive  end  Jevon  Kearse. 

The  appearance  of  Butkus  was  fitting 
since  his  former  team  the  Chicago  Bears  pre¬ 
pared  to  face  the  Indianapolis  Colts. 

Throughout  his  college  and  professional  career 
he  established  a  legendary  status  on  the  grid¬ 
iron.  He  was  a  two-time  All-American  and  first 
round  draft  pick  out  of  the  University  of 
Illinois.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  College 
Football  Hall  of  Fame  and  75th  Anniversary 
NFL  All-Time  Team. 

As  an  eight-time  Pro-Bowler  he 
played  eight  seasons  for  the  Bears  at  middle 
linebacker  and  is  considered  by  many  fans  and 
experts  as  one  of  the  greatest  defensive  players 
of  all-time. 

Jenkins  said  she  thought  he  was  a  def¬ 
inite  hit. 

“He  is  a  very  straight  forward  off  the 
cuff  kind  of  guy.  I  really  liked  him,”  she  said. 
“It  was  an  excellent  choice  to  have  him  speak 
at  our  event.” 

There  was  also  a  strong  showing  by 
Tribal  Council.  Chairman  Cypress  was  joined 
by  Liaisons  S.R.  Tommie,  Ft.  Pierce,  and 
William  Osceola,  Trail,  and  Council 
Representatives  Max  Osceola  Jr.,  Hollywood, 
and  Andrew  Bowers,  Brighton. 

“We  were  very  happy  with  the  out¬ 
come  and  got  a  positive  response  from  most 
everyone,”  Jenkins  said. 


Hall  of  Famer  Dick  Butkus,  along  with  WTVJ- 
NBC’s  Joe  Rose,  as  emcee. 

Festivities  for  the  day  also  included:  a  buf¬ 
fet  style  brunch,  a  silent  auction  to  benefit  the 
Torretta  Foundation  supporting  ALS,  or  Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease,  a  meet  and  greet  with  48  members 
of  the  NFL’s  cheerleading  squad  and  a  raffle  contest. 

Auction  items  and  memorabilia  included 
several  NFL  legends.  Autographed  jerseys  and  foot¬ 
balls  from  Jim  Brown,  Jerry  Rice,  and  Joe  Montana 
were  just  some  of  the  items  up  for  bidding.  SSM 
Foundation  Manager  Tera  Jenkins  coordinated  the 
auction  and  says  it  was  a  difference-maker. 

“I  thought  the  silent  auction  was  a  perfect 
touch  to  the  event,  and  having  the  charity  compo¬ 
nent  helped  set  our  event  apart  from  other  Super 
Bowl  parties,”  she  said. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Dick  Butkus  (left)  and  Joe  Rose  (right)  take  questions 
from  the  audience. 


Seniors  Honored  at  Varsity  Basketball  Game 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  Jordan 
Jones,  son  of  Johnny  and  Oneva 
Jones  of  Brighton  and  Kelsey 
Spencer,  son  of  Jessica  Billie  also 
of  Brighton  were  honored  on  the 
court  during  Senior  Night  at 
Okeechobee  High  School  on  Feb.  1 
before  their  basketball  game. 

Jordan  was  accompanied 
out  on  the  court  by  his  father  and 
Brighton  Board  Representative 
Johnny  Jones  and  Kelsey  was 
accompanied  by  his  mother  Jessica 
Billie. 

Both  students  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  OHS  Varsity  basketball 
team  and  are  extremely  talented 
athletes.  They  are  both  well 
behaved  students  that  always  put 
their  best  foot  forward  and  will 
have  achieved  a  milestone  in  then- 
lives  by  soon  graduating  from  high 
school. 

The  Brighton  Education 
department  and  community  are 
very  proud  of  Jordan  and  Kelsey 
and  all  of  their  seniors  this  year  for 
being  an  example  to  your  peers  and 
community. 


TP  •» 
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Starting  senior  guard  Jordan  Jones. 


ordan  with  dad  Johnny  Jones. 


Kelsey  Spencer  with  mom  Jessica  Billie. 


UFC  Returns  to  the  Hard  Rock 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  names  were 
not  as  big  this  time  around,  but  the  action  made 
up  for  it,  as  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  host¬ 
ed  another  knockdown,  drag-out,  night  on  Jan. 

25. 

On  center  stage  once  again  was  the 
increasingly  popular  Ultimate  Fighting 
Championships,  or  UFC.  There  were  eight 
intense,  action  filled  matches  in  the  Hard  Rock 
Live  arena.  The  main  card  was  broadcast  live  on 
Spike-TV. 

Relative  newcomer  Rashad  Evans  faced 
a  debuting  Sean  Salmon  as  the  featured  match. 

Evans  was  a  former  All-American  wrestler  from 
Michigan  State  University.  He  boasted  a  knack 
for  takedowns  and  defense,  and  was  undefeated 
coming  in  at  9-0-0  (in  UFC)/14-0-0  in  mixed 
martial  arts  action.  Salmon  was  a  former  top  10 
nationally  ranked  wrestler  from  Ohio  State 
University  who  was  9-1-0  in  mixed  martial  arts 
action  with  speed,  strength,  and  takedowns  as  his 
strong  points. 

In  what  was  an  almost  picture-perfect 
win,  according  to  Evans,  he  made  light  work  of 
Salmon  in  the  second  round  by  KO.  Salmon 
came  out  as  the  aggressor  pushing  the  tempo 
early  with  face  strikes  and  take-downs.  Evans 
would  counter  with  patience,  waiting  for  the 
right  time  to  make  his  move. 

At  the  1:06  mark  in  the  second,  the 
fight  was  called  as  Salmon  lay  unconscious  close 
to  20  minutes  on  a  move  which  happened  in  the 
blink  of  an  eye.  A  fierce  right  kick  to  the  head 
from  Evans  was  all  it  took  and  Salmon  went 
tumbling  to  the  mat.  He  would  receive  medical 
assistance  ringside  and  was  taken  to  Hollywood 
Memorial  Regional  Hospital  and  later  released 
suffering  from  a  fractured  orbital  bone  to  the 
face. 

Evans  said  even  he  was  caught  off 
guard  by  the  outcome. 

“I  tried  to  do  [the  kick]  a  couple  of  times 
and  it  didn’t  work,”  he  said.  “I  was  surprised.” 

He  says  being  patient  was  part  of  his  game 

plan. 

“Maintaining  my  composure  and  taking 
care  of  business  was  important,”  he  added. 

In  the  co-featured  bouts,  lightweights 
Hermes  Franca  faced  Spencer  Fisher  and  heavy¬ 
weights  Jake  O’Brien  and  Heath  Herring  squared 
off.  In  the  Franca-Fisher  match-up,  both  were  UFC 
veterans  and  came  in  winners  of  their  last  two  fights 
by  TKO  and  submissions.  Franca  was  known  for  his 
ground  work,  submissions  and  ability  to  trade 
punches  toe-to-toe.  Fisher’s  strength  was  his  striking 
attack. 

In  the  other  match-up,  O’Brien  sported  an 
undefeated  9-0-0  mark  in  MMA  with  two  wins  in 
the  UFC  and  was  known  for  his  aggressiveness, 
wrestling  and  ground-pound  techniques.  Herring 
was  making  his  debut  in  the  UFC  but  had  years  of 
experience  in  MMA  with  a  26-11-1  mark  and  has 
often  used  his  six  foot  four  inch  lfame  and  agility  to 
his  advantage. 

Neither  outcome  would  be  as  dramatic,  but 
Franca  would  come  out  victorious  by  TKO  in  the 
second.  O’Brien  would  win  by  unanimous  decision 
in  three. 

Results  from  preliminary  action  included: 
Rich  Clementi  over  Ross  Pointon  by  submission  to  a 
rear-naked-choke  in  round  two.  Josh  Burkman  was 
victorious  against  Chad  Reiner  by  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion  in  round  three,  among  welterweights. 

In  the  middleweight  division,  Ed  Herman 
won  facing  Chris  Price  by  submission  to  an  arm-bar 
in  round  one  and  Nate  Marquardt  won  over  Dean 
Lister  by  unanimous  decision  in  round  three. 

The  lightweights  saw  Florida  native  Din 
Thomas  over  Clay  Guida  by  unanimous  decision  in 
three  rounds. 

Celebrities  making  an  appearance  were  for¬ 
mer  National  Football  League  wide-receiver  Andre 
Rison,  Arizona  Cardinals  running  back  Edgerrin 
James,  UFC  light-heavyweight  champion  Chuck 
Liddell  and  wrestling  legend  Hulk  Hogan. 

Tribal  Council  members  in  attendance  were 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Sean  Salmon  (blue)  takes  a  shot  to  the  eye  from  Rashad 
Evans. 


Rashad  Evans  raises  his  arms  in  victory. 


Clay  Guida  (top)  tries  to  pin  Din  Thomas. 


The  event  was  also  declared  an  official  sell 
out  with  attendance  reaching  5,287. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Franca  (black)  overpowering  Fisher  with  strikes. 


Felix  DoBosz 


A  colorful  Heath  Herring  explains  his  loss  to  co¬ 
host  Joe  Rogan 
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Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Bent  exhaust  systems. 


(L-R)  Shelby  Dehass,  Jacoby  Johns,  Shelby  Osceola,  Hilliard  Gopher,  Sheyanna  Osceola  and  Seth  Randolph. 


Rodeo  Team  Competes  Locally 


Emma  Brown 

OKEECHOBEE,  FL  —  These  Tribal 
youngsters  didn’t  have  to  travel  too  far  to  com¬ 
pete  in  the  most  recent  High  School  Rodeo,  held 
in  Okeechobee  on  Jan.  27  and  28.  Mother 
Nature  provided  a  beautiful  weekend  for  an  out¬ 
door  rodeo  competition  and  group  pictures  for 
Hilliard  Gopher  and  Jacoby  Johns. 

The  Okeechobee  rodeo  team,  which 
some  of  Brighton’s  youth  are  a  part  of,  sported 
pretty  pink  T-shirts  in  honor  of  Breast  Cancer 
awareness,  provided  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  Once  again  we  had  some  visit  the  pay 
window.  There  are  nine  rodeos  remaining  before 
the  state  finals  in  June. 

The  next  rodeo  will  he  held  in 


Jacksonville,  Fla.  on  Feb.  23  and  24. 


Okeechobee  Rodeo  ) 
Results 

Jacoby  Johns: 

Second  in  Bareback 
Riding 

Hilliard  Gopher: 

Seventh  in  Calf  Roping 


GO  DRAGON 
CORNER 


aaesS-lS 

4:45 

Adults  14+ 
5:30 


ft UMi  hit*  An  uri&rtHt*  Ikp  dm 


-  Mandrel  benl  piping  flows  20%  more  than  standard 
muffler  shop  press  bent, 

-  Ganerpl  muffler  shop  ejfhflusl  work  aKo  done- 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Tdrbo  down  pipe  and  intercooler  pipe  specialist! 

*  Aluminum  bends  coming  soon. 

954-364-4493  5925  Rove  ns  wood  Road  Bay  D-iti 

954-559-2009  Dania  Beach,  FL  33312 


Hy 

/  rZr  j  ft  fiiY 
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www.  exhaustd  epot .  com 
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<^>  Rez  Rally  Results  X 


Ages  5-8 

Male  runners:  Jonathan  Boromei, 
Brighton  2.  Troy  Cantu,  Big  Cypress  3.  A.J. 
Tigertail,  Big  Cypress;  Male  walkers:  Eden 
Jumper,  Hollywood  2.  Sean  Osceola,  Brighton  3. 
Cyprus  Smedley,  Brighton;  Female  runners:  1. 
Annie  Jumper,  Big  Cypress  2.  Sydnee  Cypress  3. 
Lahna  Sedatol,  Brighton;  Female  walkers:  1. 
Skyla  Osceola,  Hollywood  2.  Sonnie  Bearden, 
Brighton,  3.  Chastity  Harmon,  Brighton. 

Ages  9-12 

Male  runners:  1.  Hunter  Osceola, 
Hollywood  2.  Levi  Harmon,  Brighton,  3.  Jamie 
Gonzalez,  Brighton;  Male  walkers:  1.  Trevor 
Osceola,  Hollywood  2.  Timmy  Cox,  Hollywood, 
3.  Tyler  Cypress,  Big  Cypress;  Female  runners: 

1.  Darlah  Cypress,  Big  Cypress  2.  Meg 
McCormick,  Brighton  3.  Brianna  Nunez, 
Brighton; 

Female  walkers:  1.  Janet  Smith, 
Brighton  2.  Danielle  Stremus,  Brighton,  3.  Jessie 
Osceola,  Brighton. 

Ages  13-17 

Male  runners:  1.  Jordan  Jones, 

Brighton  2.  Reggie  Cypress,  Big  Cypress,  3.  Seth 
Randolph,  Brighton;  Male  walkers:  1.  Randy 
Osceola,  Hollywood  2.  Daniel  Cane,  Big 
Cypress,  3.  David  Cooper,  Big  Cypress;  Female 
runners:  1.  Ariah  Osceola,  Hollywood  2.  Megan 
Osceola,  Hollywood  3.  Kayla  Nelson,  Brighton; 
Female  walkers:  1.  Kristina  Osceola,  Brighton  2. 
Mary  Huff,  Brighton,  3.  Courtney  Marker, 
Brighton. 

Ages  18-25 

Male  runners:  1.  Elliot  Alvarado,  Immokalee  2. 
Wilson  Bowers,  Big  Cypress  3.  Jarvis  Johnson, 
Brighton;  Male  walkers:  1.  Alan  Jackson, 
Hollywood  2.  Devon  Faison,  Brighton,  3.  Jarrid 
Smith,  Brighton;  Female  runners:  1.  Carrera 
Gopher,  Brighton  2.  Shelby  Osceola,  Hollywood 
3.  Shannon  Ferguson,  Big  Cypress;  Female 
walkers:  1.  Rena  Frank,  Hollywood  2.  Kurya 


Kippenberger,  Hollywood  3.  Ayze  Henry,  Big 
Cypress. 

Ages  26-35 

Male  runners:  1.  Koty  Brugh,  Brighton 

2.  Travis  Osceola,  Hollywood,  3.  Frankie 
DeLaRosa,  Immokalee;  Male  walkers:  1.  Preston 
Baker,  Brighton  2.  Chris  Hulhutta,  Big  Cypress  3. 
Mike  Hall  Jr.,  Brighton;  Female  runners:  1. 
Cathy  Cypress,  Big  Cypress  2.  Rebecca  Billie, 
Big  Cypress  3.  Candy  Cypress,  Big  Cypress; 
Female  walkers:  1.  Rita  McCabe,  Brighton  2. 
Francine  Osceola,  Hollywood  3.  Rochelle 
Osceola,  Big  Cypress. 

Ages  36-49 

Male  runners:  1.  Norman  Bowers, 
Brighton  2.  Craig  Gopher,  Brighton,  3.  Ray  King, 
Brighton;  Male  walkers:  1.  Kenny  Doney, 
Brighton  2.  Jay  Braswell,  Brighton,  3.  Danny 
Harmon,  Brighton;  Female  runners:  1.  Donna 
Harmon,  Brighton  2.  Tabitha  Osceola,  Hollywood 

3.  Loretta  Peterson,  Brighton;  Female  walkers: 

1.  Liz  Johns,  Brighton  2.  Michelle  Thomas, 
Brighton,  3.  Terry  Frank,  Hollywood. 

Ages  50-59 

Male  runners:  1.  Avant  Brown, 

Brighton  2.  Gary  Sampson,  Brighton,  3.  Norman 
Johns,  Brighton;  Male  walkers:  1.  Joe  Osceola 
Jr.,  Hollywood  2.  Mitchell  Cypress,  Big  Cypress 

3.  Harley  Roberts,  Big  Cypress;  Female  run¬ 
ners:  1.  Helene  Buster,  Brighton  2.  Patty 
Waldron,  Brighton; 

Female  walkers:  1.  Rose  Jones, 
Brighton  2.  Diane  Frank,  Hollywood,  3.  Mary 
Johns,  Brighton. 

Ages  60-69 

Male  runners:  1.  Andrew  Bowers, 
Brighton  2.  Terry  Tichenor,  Brighton;  Male 
ers:  l.Joe  Billie,  Big  Cypress  2.  Paul  Bowers, 

Big  Cypress,  3.  Billie  Micco,  Brighton;  Female 
runners:  1.  Martha  B.  Jones,  Brighton  2.  Gladys 
Bratcher,  Brighton,  3.  Connie  Bratcher,  Brighton; 
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KippPhoto 


Wheelchairs 

1 .  Lydia  Cypress  Sr.,  with 
pusher  Lydia  Lee  Cypress  Jr.,  Big 
Cypress,  2.  Alice  Snell  (Billie)  with 
pusher  Holly  Billie,  Brighton  3. 
Virginia  Tommie,  with  pusher  Mary 
Mendez,  Brighton. 


Continued  from  page  19 


Female  walkers:  1.  Mable 
Haught,  Brighton  2.  Edna  McDuffie, 
Big  Cypress,  3.  Elsie  Bowers, 
Hollywood. 


Tribal  Employees 

Male  runner:  1.  Toby  Probst, 
Big  Cypress  2.  Mario  Silva,  Hollywood 
3.  Thommy  Doud,  Hollywood;  Male 
walker:  1.  Jose  Garcia,  Brighton  2. 
Juan  Suarez,  Brighton  3.  Cesar  Arciero, 
Big  Cypress;  Female  runner:  1.  Julie 
Bennett,  Hollywood  2.  Kristi  Hinote, 
Brighton  3.  Dominique  Brown, 
Brighton;  Female  walker:  1.  Heather 
Nisley,  Hollywood  2.  Denise  Gibson, 
Big  Cypress  3.  Michelle  Lennire,  Big 
Cypress. 


Golden  Senior  70+ 

1 .  Jimmy  Osceola,  Hollywood 
2.  Howard  Micco,  Brighton,  3.  Dorothy 
Tommie,  Hollywood. 


Strollers 

Male:  1.  Jason  Thomas, 
Brighton  2.  Honwenupa  Twoshoes, 
Hollywood,  3.  Matt  Piz,  Brighton; 
Female:  1.  Suraiya  Smith,  Brighton  2. 
Naomi  Escobar,  Immokalee,  3.  Ginger 


>  Results 


To  all  the  official  programs  and  participants  that 
make  the  Reservation  Rally  happen: 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  President  Moses  Osceola,  the  Tribal 
Council  and  Tribal  Board  Representatives,  Team  Captains,  Brighton 
Host  Race  Committee,  Health  department.  Recreation  department, 

Fitness  department,  Utilities  department,  Accounting,  Payroll, 

Buildings  and  Grounds,  Communications,  Broadcasting,  SPD,  Fire 
Rescue/EMS,  Seminole  Sports  Management,  IT,  Brighton  Clinic, 

Family  Services,  Nike®,  KippPhoto.  Domenicks  Restaurant,  Redline 
Media  Group,  AccuChip  Timing,  Billy  Mills,  John  Madrigal  and  all 
the  volunteers  and  contestants. 

We  thank  you  for  doing  your  part  to  help  manage  diabetes 
Keep  Walking! 


■ 
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WE  INVITE  YOU  FO  COME  AND  EXPERIENCE  THE 
HISTORY.  CULTURE.  AND  T RADI  I  ION  OF 
THE  SEMINOLE  TRIBE  OF  FLORIDA 


*** 


•  » 


*-  •  .  WWW.AHTAHTHIKI.COM 

Eiki  Cvi’fclSS  Si  MlNOLE  INDIAN  Rl-AEftVAl  IOK 
HC  - 6 1  BOX  2 1  A  C  LEWI  STON  F L  33-140 
;  ’  Jfcf.Wft. 1 1  Li 


r 


- 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


23 


February  23, 2007 


t*  Hmsn  ItUl  lLm* 

Wf«  _ 

>/l  J3  HIUE  cilrfli 

LVjs  . . . . Stiw  *  I  TWJ 

i"S  HRIIjllW  IT  Lrll? 

Wjkf3,74* . .  .  . . WIW«,'I*K 

hK-hiici  Hr  h  h  n  .1  iu  Miuih  -lmsi. 

|  |  R’.rt  HLL'C  \2  trill 

VLjh  *F,  I**..,**,. NOW  Wb 
!  .  q,  I  u  .  ^r^inim.  iLJriftfri 

.  .  . hOW  wl.w*< 


CLEARWATER,  FLORIDA 


F'fllK  fVJ 


Wt&oiayti nUttMUmal 

rTfiTTfin  Bmnww  CTf7.Il  HnnJmr  CJ. 1$ 

irr-r-  Wflff  *1  StUMcf  JM. 

Mm»a  cn  the  rart  dtfr  of  US. J0 i 

dt  nbteft  &i»unndjtf 7-  79 9 -  #0^  2 

mrsi^enmteiimTEfie^sD^.  ■.^,Wctoria,p0(fa.r 


RAP  FOR  SALE 

(Recycled  Asphalt  Product) 


50,000  Tons  Available 
Great  for  fill,  roadways 
or  parking  lots 


Your  pick-up  or  we  can  deliver 

Location:  1-75  &  SR  29 


Q:  What  are  the  pros  and  cons  of 
marine  aquaculture,  of  raising  ocean  fish  instead 
of  catching  them  in  the  wild? 

—Jeanne  L.,  Norwalk,  CT 

A:  Marine  aquaculture,  an  age-old  practice 
in  parts  of  Asia,  has  grown  in  popularity  in  western 
countries  in  recent  years  in  response  to  dwindling 
supplies  of  wild  fish  in  the  world’s  oceans. 
According  to  the  Pew  Oceans  Commission,  a  blue- 
ribbon  panel  of  fisheries  and  marine  biology 
experts,  high-tech  fishing  practices,  such  as  drift 
netting,  have  led  to  a  potentially  irreversible  decline 
in  populations  of  key  seafood  species.  Some  shark, 
tuna  and  cod  species  have  declined  as  much  as  90 
percent  in  the  past  few  decades. 

Most 
marine  biolo¬ 
gists  agree 
that,  as  human 
population 
continues  to 
grow  world¬ 
wide,  there 
will  not  be 
enough  wild- 
captured  fish 
to  meet 
demands  for 
seafood. 

Aquaculture, 

“the  propaga¬ 
tion  and  rear¬ 
ing  of  aquatic 
organisms  in 
controlled  or 
selected  envi¬ 
ronments,”  as 
defined  by  the 
U.S.  National 
Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA),  is 
seen  by  many  as  the  best  way  to  fill  the  gap. 
Currently  aquaculture  supplies  about  30  percent  of 
the  world’s  seafood,  up  from  just  four  percent  30 
years  ago. 

James  McVey  of  NOAA’s  Sea  Grant  pro¬ 
gram  says  aquaculture  can  reduce  the  need  for 
seafood  imports  and  provide  jobs  for  coastal  com¬ 
munities. 

“The  U.S.  currently  brings  in  $10  billion  in 
seafood  from  other  countries,”  he  says.  “With 
increased  production  capacity,  our  higher  yields 
from  aquaculture  will  bring  down  this  trade  deficit, 
and  improve  food  security — where  we’re  not  as 
reliant  on  other  nations  for  food.” 

But  aquaculture’s  down  sides  give  many 
scientists  pause.  Studies  indicate  that,  despite  the 
promise  of  reducing  pressures  on  wild  fish,  aquacul¬ 
ture  requires  two  pounds  of  wild-caught  fish  to  use 


as  feed  to  make  one  pound  of  farmed  fish.  Further, 
says  SeaWeb,  breeding  farms-where  thousands  of 
fish,  and  their  waste,  are  concentrated-hreed  dis¬ 
eases  that  can  then  escape  and  contaminate  wild  fish 
populations. 

To  control  such  outbreaks,  many  fish  farm¬ 
ers  treat  their  stocks  with  antibiotics  that  can  also 
make  their  way  into  the  oceans  and  wreak  havoc. 
The  farmed  fish  themselves  also  escape  from  then- 
pens  and  interbreed  with  and  take  over  habitat  tradi¬ 
tionally  occupied  by  wild  populations.  Another 
major  problem  with  aquaculture,  according  to 
SeaWeh,  is  its  destruction  of  natural  habitats.  The 
group  blames  shrimp  farming,  for  example,  for 
destroying  coastal  mangrove  forests  in  the 

Philippines, 
Thailand  and 
elsewhere. 

But 

many  scien¬ 
tists  do  feel 
that  aquacul¬ 
ture  has  the 
potential  for 
helping  the 
world’s 
marine 
ecosystems 
rebound-if  it 
is  done  con¬ 
scientiously. 
Among  other 
things, 
SeaWeh  rec¬ 
ommends  that 
fish  farmers 
avoid  using 
drugs  to  fight 
disease  and 
that  govern¬ 
ments  do 
more  to  regu¬ 
late  and 

police  aquaculture  operations  to  make  sure  other¬ 
wise  pristine  waters  are  not  fouled  and  sensitive 
coastal  ecosystems  are  not  damaged. 

According  to  the  Monterey  Bay 
Aquarium’s  “Seafood  Watch”  program,  the  greatest 
power  to  end  irresponsible  aquaculture  rests  with 
consumers.  The  organization’s  website  offers  tips  on 
which  kinds  of  farmed  seafood  to  buy  and  which  to 
avoid.  While  no  one  person’s  choices  will  improve 
the  environment  dramatically,  collectively  con¬ 
sumers  can  play  a  role  in  how  producers  treat  the 
ecosystems  they  utihze. 

Got  an  environmental  question?  Send  it  to: 
EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine,  P.O. 
Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  0688 1 ;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.emagazine .  com/earthtalk/archive  s  .php . 


Getty  Images 

Most  marine  biologists  agree  that,  as  human  population  continues  to 
grow  worldwide,  there  will  not  be  enough  wild-captured  fish  to  meet 
demands  for  seafood. 
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Stj.jyy 


4101  Davit-  Rd  Ext. 
Davie,  FL  33024 


Call  Rob:  305.510.3031 


February  23, 2007 


AN  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 


OVER  100 

CUSTOM  TRICKSl 
&  VANS  AVAILABLE! 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions,  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


AVA  1  LA  B  L I  OPTIONS: 

LeattienlM-Rild  Sofa  Set),  OnSiat  CD  Chanyei:  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors, 
Ground  Effects  Packages,  20  Wheels  a  Much  More, 

Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Palm  Jobs,  Lilted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


a*  \ 


Maroone 

Chevrolet 


On  Pines/Hollywood  Blvd. 

lust  West  oi  University  Drive 

954-433-3408 

CONTACT  GIOVANNI  VARGAS 
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Announcement  *  Abdaheeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy  16th  Birthday  Victor  Osceola 


Happy  Birthday 


Victor, 

Keep  on  rockin 
From, 

R.C.  and  the 
gang  at  the  “Club” 


Happy  birthday 
to  the  most  unique  and 
creative  summer  intern 
we  have  ever  encoun¬ 
tered,  the  famous  Victor 
Osceola.  We  wish  you 
many  more  years  of 
strumming  your  guitar 
and  happy  memories. 

From  the 

Communications  depart¬ 
ment  staff, 

Janice,  Darline, 
Shelley,  Melissa,  Lila, 
Chris,  Felix  and  Stephen 


A  belated  happy  16th  birth¬ 
day  to  Victor  Phillip  Osceola.  You 
have  grown  to  he  a  handsome  young 
man!  We  all  love  you  dearly. 

From, 

The  Family 


Happy  sweet  16th  birthday 
to  Victor  P.  Osceola.  My  number 
one  grandson!  So  many  times  we’ve 
shared,  I  just  can’t  believe  its  16 
years  gone  already.  You’ve  grown  so 
fast,  and  too  tall-just  kidding!  Keep 
playing  your  guitars  that  you  love  so 
much  because  I’ll  be  there  to  hear 


Those  cheerleaders  kept 
coming  over  to  you  and  you  loved  it. 
I  think  we  got  almost  all  of  them! 
Special  thanks  to  Moses  B.  Osceola 
for  making  it  possible  and  recogniz¬ 
ing  what  our  young  are  achieving. 
We  all  love  you  Victor, 
Grandma  (Virginia 
Mitchell) 


SHSjJ 


Help  Wanted 


Position  Title:  Network  Administrator/Seminole  Police 
Department 

Department:  Information  Technology 
Location:  Seminole  Police  Department,  assigned  to  the 
Hollywood  Reservation 
Salary:  $52,000 


Minimum  Qualifications:  Bachelor’s  degree  in  information  systems  or  related 
field  or  four  to  six  years  of  related  experience  and  one  of  the  following  certifications 
preferred:  MCSE  (2000  or  2003),  CCNA,  CCIE  and/or  MCP. 

Duties:  Plan,  design  and  maintain  the  police  agency’s  Tribal-wide  network  sys¬ 
tems  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  integrity  and  network  security.  Troubleshoot,  evaluate, 
and  suggest/implement  new  technologies  for  the  network  for  proper  functionality  of  network 
resources  to  provide  users  with  secure  access  to  computerized  programs  and  data.  Diagnose 
problems,  deficiencies  and  abnormal  conditions  and  initiate  actions  to  ensure  that  they  are 
resolved  in  a  timely  manner. 


Happy  belated  5th  birthday  to 
Joey  “BooBoo”  Puente  on  Feb.  17.  You 
mean  the  world  to  us.  We  love  you  so 
much.  Have  a  blast  on  your  birthday.  You 
always  make  us  so  proud  and  happy. 

Love, 

Mom  &  Dad 


Happy  belated  2nd  birthday  to 
Jose  Puente  Jr.  We  love  you  so  much 
baby  boy.  You’ve  grown  so  fast,  but  you’ll 


always  be  the  baby  in  our  eyes.  We  are  so 
proud  of  your  every  move. 

Loving  you  always, 

Mom  &  Dad 


Happy  3rd  birthday  to  Tommy 
Puente  on  Feb.  8.  We  love  you  so  much 
and  hope  you  have  fun  on  your  special 
day. 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  Brothers  and  Sisters 


We  would  love  to  wish  our  balle¬ 
rina  princess,  Tammy  “Chula”  Martinez, 
a  happy  bleated  3rd  birthday  on  Feb.  8.  We 
thank  heaven  everyday  for  you  being  in 
lives.  You  have  brought  happiness  to  our 
lives. 

We  love  you  always, 

Avalon  and  Eric  Puente 


Happy  belated  3rd  birthday  to 
Caidence  Marie  Smith  on  Feb.  14. 
You’re  growing  so  fast.  Happy  Valentine’s 
Day  Baby  Girl,  we  love  you  so  much. 
Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  Maleah,  Teijo  and 

Nettie 


Happy  birthday  to  our  sister, 
“Chula”  (Tammy  Martinez).  We  love  you 
baby. 

From, 

Eric,  Kano,  Jaden  and  Nos 


Happy  belated  1st  birthday  to  our 
little  princess  Tyra  Peggy  Jimmie  on  Feb. 
17. 

We  love  you, 

Grandma  and  Paw  Paw 


In  Memory  of  Tiffany  Doctor 


The  view  of  a  sunset  brings  so  much  more 
to  my  life  and  what’s  going  on. 

I  stop  for  a  minute  and  still  can’t  accept 
that  you’re  gone. 

I  appreciate  the  times  we  had  in  St.  Pete. 

I  go  back  every  now  and  then. 

The  ride  by  A.F.  A  brings  tears  to  my  eyes 
then  makes  me  weak. 

For  a  split  second  I  remember  that’s  when 
we  were  best  friends. 


I  get  so  angry  that  he  took  you  away. 

But  somewhere  inside  I  am  reminded  that  I 
will  see  you  again  someday. 

You  are  always  in  our  hearts,  today,  tomor¬ 
row  and  forever. 

Love, 

Maryann,  Jason,  Maleah,  Teijo, 
Caidence,  Nettie  and  the  Smith  Family 
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The  Killers  to  Make  a  Hot  Fuss  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  MTV  Video  Award  win¬ 
ners  The  Killers  will  perform  at  Hard  Rock  Live  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  April  19  at  8 
p.m. 

Tickets 
cost  $30  and  $35 
for  reserved  seating 
and  $40  for  general 
admission  floor; 
additional  fees  may 
apply.  Tickets  are 
available  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live 
Box  Office,  open 
daily  from  noon 
until  7  p.m. 

Tickets 

also  are  available  at 
all  Ticketmaster 

outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors 
open  one  hour  prior  to  show  start  time. 

The  Killers’  Brandon  Flowers,  vocals/key¬ 
boards,  David  Keuning,  guitar,  Mark  Stoermer,  bass, 
and  Ronnie  Vannucci,  drums,  took  the  pop-punk  world 


by  storm  in  summer  2004  with  the  debut  of  “Hot 
Fuss.”  The  track  “Somebody  Told  Me”  hit  number 
three  on  the  Top  Modem  Rock  chart. 

Other  singles  such  as  “Mr.  Brightside,” 

“Smile  Like  You  Mean  It”  and  “All  These  Things  That 
I’ve  Done”  became 
worldwide  chart 
hits.  The  group 
earned  five 
Grammy®  nomi¬ 
nations  in  2005  as 
well  as  numerous 
other  awards  and 
the  status  of  having 
S0W  more  than  five 
Wf ,  W  million  albums. 

T  '  t  '*  W  Influenced 

^  by  The  Smiths, 

^  /  New  Order,  Oasis 

and  The  Cure,  this 

part  new  wave/part  new-millennium  Las  Vegas  four¬ 
some  was  recently  named  “Sexiest  Band”  by  People 
magazine  last  November. 

Their  second  album,  “Sam’s  Town,”  was 
released  last  October  and  features  the  singles  “When 
You  Were  Young,”  “Read  My  Mind”  and  “Bones.” 


Aaron  Lewis  of  Staind  Returns  for  Solo, 
Acoustic  Performance 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Staind  front  man  Aaron 
Lewis  returns  to  Hard  Rock  Live  for  a  solo,  acoustic 
performance  on  March  27  at  8  p.m.  Doors  open  one- 
hour  prior  to  show  start  time. 

Tickets  cost 
$49.50,  additional 
fees  may  apply,  for 
reserved  seating  and 
are  available  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  Box 
Office,  open  daily 
from  noon  until  7 
p.m. 

Tickets  also 
are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets 
online  at  www.tick- 
etmaster.com  or 
charge  by  phone: 

Miami-Dade  (305) 

358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309,  and 
Palm  Beach  (561) 

966-3309. 

Lewis  and  company’s  smash  hits  include 
“Fade,”  “For  You,”  “Epiphany,”  and  “It’s  Been  a 
While,”  which  spent  16  weeks  at  number  one  on 
Billboard’s  modem  rock  chart. 

Staind’s  debut,  Tormented,  was  released  in 
1996  followed  by  Dysfhnction  in  1999,  which 
achieved  platinum-plus  status  thanks  to  songs  like 


“Just  Go,”  “Mudshovel”  and  “Home.”  A  cut  on  the 
Family  Values  Tour  1999  CD,  “Outside,”  became  a 
number  one  rock  single,  while  a  hit  version  also 
appeared  on  Staind’s  next  album,  2001s  “Break  the 
Cycle,”  which  has  sold  more  than  eight  million 
albums  to  date. 

A  gold-cer¬ 
tified  MTV 
Unplugged  DVD  fol¬ 
lowed  in  2002,  with 
2003  seeing  the 
release  of  the  criti¬ 
cally-acclaimed  14 
Shades  of  Grey,  the 
band’s  second  num¬ 
ber  one  entry  on  the 
Billboard  Top  200 
album  chart. 
“Chapter  V”  was 
released  in  2005  gar¬ 
nering  Staind  their 
third  consecutive 
number  one  in  a  row 
with  “Right  Here,” 
earning  certified 

platinum  status  in  the  U.S. 

The  band  recently  released  a  new  album, 

“The  Singles  1996-2006”  as  a  stand-alone  CD  and 
also  as  a  DVD  companion  piece.  The  album  features 
hits  from  their  entire  career  plus  new  acoustic  live 
covers  of  songs  by  Pink  Floyd,  Tool  and  more. 


Department  of  Defense 

Amy  Grant  and  Vince  Gill  as  part  of  an  "America  Supports  You"  performance  in  December  2004. 


Grammy®  Winning  Country  Vocalist 
Vince  Gill  Performs  April  1 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Multiple  Grammy® 
award  winning  country  vocalist  Vince  Gill  will  per¬ 
form  at  Hard  Rock  Live  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  on  April  1  at  8  p.m. 

Tickets  cost  $45;  $60  and  $75  for  reserved 
seating;  additional  fees  may  apply.  They  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  daily 
from  noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors 
open  one-hour  prior  to  show  start  time. 

Gill  debuted  on  the  national  scene  with  the 
country  rock  band  Pure  Prairie  League  in  1979, 
appearing  on  Can’t  Hold  Back’s  hit  songs,  “Let  Me 
Love  You  Tonight”  and  “Still  Right  Here  in  My 
Heart.”  In  1989  he  recorded  his  breakthrough  hit, 
“When  I  Call  Your  Name.” 

A  move  to  Nashville  in  1984  resulted  in  three 
Top  10  singles  -  “If  It  Weren’t  for  Him”  (with 
Rosanne  Cash),  “Oklahoma  Borderline”  and 
“Cinderella.”  However,  Gill’s  early  singles  failed  to 
propel  him  to  immediate  stardom.  During  the  next  five 
years,  Gill  spent  most  of  his  time  backing  others  in  the 
studio  or  touring  with  Emmylou  Harris. 

In  1989,  his  debut  album  for  MCA,  “When  I 


Call  Your  Name,”  sold  one  million  copies.  His  radio 
breakthrough  arrived  with  the  title  track  that  featured 
Patty  Loveless  on  guest  vocals.  It  went  on  to  win 
“Single  of  the  Year”  honors  at  the  Country  Music 
Association  (CMA)  Awards. 

With  a  record-breaking  18  CMA  Awards  and 
numerous  Grammy®  awards  for  vocals  and  instru¬ 
mentals,  Gill  stands  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
artists  in  the  history  of  country  music.  In  1997,  he  was 
inducted  into  the  Western  Performers  Hall  of  Fame  at 
the  National  Cowboy  &  Western  Heritage  Museum  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma. 

Gill  recently  released  a  4-CD  set  of  43  new 
and  original  songs  on  MCA  Records  entitled  “These 
Days.”  The  collection  is  an  artistic  tour  de  force  that 
displays  Gill’s  mastery  of  lyrics  and  musical  styles, 
ranging  from  traditional  country  and  blue  grass  to  jazz 
and  rock.  With  “These  Days,”  Gill  makes  a  major 
statement  about  who  he  is  and  where  his  musical  jour¬ 
ney  has  brought  him. 

“I  am  as  passionate  today  as  I  have  ever  been 
about  playing  music,”  said  Gill.  “I  believe  I’m  better 
now  than  I’ve  ever  been,  and  my  wish  is  for  every¬ 
body  to  come  along  on  this  journey  and  really  get  the 
opportunity  to  see  what  I’m  doing.  The  crux  of  it,  for 
me,  is  that  the  desire  and  dream  have  not  waned  one 
bit.  I  am  still  moved  by  music,  and  wish  others  to  be 
as  well.” 
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Opening  Ceremonies  for  Super  Bowl  XLI  at  Hard  Rock 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Always  the  center 
of  attention,  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  was 
once  again  one  of  the  best  destinations  among 
many,  for  football  fans,  and  a  good  time,  on  Jan. 
29. 

To  kick  off  festivities  for  the  big  game, 
Super  Bowl  41,  some  of  the  best  in  the  world  of 
sports  and  entertainment  came  together  for 
opening  ceremonies  entitled  “A  Salute  to  South 
Florida’s  Super  Tradition.”  It  was  one  of  several 
activities  planned  leading  up  to  game  day  as  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  played  host,  in  a  big  way. 

The  program  had  several  activities  on 
the  agenda.  First,  there  was  a  private  dinner,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  performance  by  comedian  Frank 
Caliendo.  Opening  words  and  greetings  from 
Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  and  Tribal  citi¬ 
zen  Spencer  Battiest’s  performance  of  “The  Star 
Spangled  Banner”  followed. 

The  Brighton  Pull-Out  Program  per- 


Tribal  citizen  Spencer  Battiest  singing  “The 
Star  Spangled  Banner.” 


formed  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  Creek.  Then 
sports  reporter  and  evening  emcee  Lesley  Visser 
paid  special  tribute  to  South  Florida  and  the 
Miami  Dolphins  teams  from  the  1960s  through 
the  present.  A  performance  by  popular  1990s 
rock  group  Hootie  and  the  Blowfish  closed  the 
evening. 

Several  past  and  present  National 
Football  League  Dolphin  greats  who  made 
appearances  included:  Hall  of  Fame  head  coach 
Don  Shula,  Bob  Griese,  Larry  Csonka,  Larry 
Little  and  Nick  Buoniconti.  Current  players, 
Jason  Taylor  and  Chris  Chambers,  also  took  part 
in  the  event. 

There  were  also  other  members  of  the 
Tribal  Council  in  attendance  as  well  who 
received  special  acknowledgement  from  guests 
and  spectators  including:  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  President  Moses  Osceola,  Hollywood 
Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  and 
Trail  Liaison  William  Osceola. 
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Members  of  the  1972  undefeated  Miami  Dolphins  foot¬ 
ball  team  are  introduced  on  stage. 


r 


Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  (right)  and  students  from  the  Brighton  Pull-  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  speaks  to  Hootie  and  the  Blowfish  entertain  the  guests  and  audience. 
Out  Program  performed  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  the  Creek  language. _  the  guests  and  audience. _  _ 


it  U; 


Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 

SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ed  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  yJJ  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 
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*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 
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five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 
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BIO  CYPRESS  SHOOTOUT 

2ND  SEMI NOLl^eRWimteTMENT 
FEBRUARY  2J-2S,  2007  » 


11  a.m.  -  4  p.m,  Friday  *  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Saturday  and  Sund; 
Battle  Reenactments  2  p.m.  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Battle  Reenactments, 
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flMVT  ❖  Music  ❖ 

^ipife  Presentations  ❖ 
Tirrfe  Period  Encampments  ■$ 
%o*d,  Arts  and  Craft  Vendors 
❖  AnSM^F 

ADMIff  ION:  S7  ADULT! 
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Cash  Only 
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36tk  An  nual 
Seminole  Tribal  Fair 


Hoop  Dancer 
Sonny  Nevaquaya 
Stomp  Dancers 
Aztec  Fire  Dancers 
Warriors  of  Anikituhwa 
demonstrating  the  Cherokee 
War  Dance 

Miss  Indian  World  performs  a 
hoop  dance  with  the  Kehewin 
Native  Dancers 
Hand  Drum  contest 
Herbert  Jim  tells  a  story 
Micki  Free  Blues  Band 
Black  Hawk  Blues  Band 
Jim  Boyd 

Little  Deer  Big  Mountain 
Steer  Wrestling  at  the  Bill 
Osceola  Memorial  Rodeo 

Full  Coverage 
Next  Issue 
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FROM  THE  HARD  ROCK  LIVE 

SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO 


DOORS  OPEN  6:30PM 


FIRST  FIGHT  7:00PM 
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This  month  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
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Banquet  Honors 
Elite  Athletes 
Past  and  Present 

Annual  Seminole  Hall  of 
Fame  Award  Ceremony 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  What  a  beau¬ 
tiful  evening  for  words  like  dedication, 
determination,  hard  work,  heart,  character, 
love,  sports  and  inspiration.  Sports  are  a 
game  of  life,  and  all  the  individuals  who 
stepped  onstage  understood  this  and  were 
living  life  to  the  fullest  through  sports. 

On  Feb.  6  the  Hollywood 
Recreation  Department  hosted  its  annual 
Seminole  Hall  of  Fame  awards  banquet  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  Hollywood  Tribal 
Headquarters. 

Tribal  officials  present  were  Max 
Osceola  Jr.,  Hollywood  Council 
Representative,  David  Cypress,  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative,  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Chairman  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr., 
Big  Cypress  Board  Representative. 

The  program  opened  with  a  film 
by  the  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
(HINU)  film 
department. 
Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper 
approached 
Mike  Tsosee, 
history 
teacher  at 
HINU,  about 
five  years  ago 
in  regards  to 
making  this 
documentary 
film.  It  was 
the  start  of  a 
grueling  yet 
satisfying 
process  for 
documentari- 
ans  Mike  Tsosee,  Dana  D’Zurella  and 
Mark  Von  Schlemmer. 

The  goal  of  this  documentary  was 
to  preserve  Seminole  heritage  and  teach 
the  children  and  grandchildren  about  it  by 
preserving  images  and  voices  through 
video  presentation.  What  an  inspiration  for 
present  and  future  athletes  to  always  be 
able  to  see  and  hear  from  those  people  in 
the  early  days.  It  will  help  them  and  other 
Natives  understand  why  the  Seminoles  are 
unconquered. 

❖  See  BANQUET,  page  20 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Cynthia  Pergy 


COME  TOGETHER:  Hollywood  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Brighton  Representative  Andrew  Bowers,  Big 
Cypress  Representative  David  Cypress,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  former  President  and  CEO  of  Hard  Rock 
International  Hamish  Dodds  and  President  Moses  Osceola  pose  with  a  Hank  Williams  Sr.  autographed  guitar. 


Seminole  Tribe  Finalizes  Hard 
Rock  International  Deal 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  talk  was  over  and  the  deal 
was  done  on  March  5.  After  making  history  in  what  is  the 
largest  purchase  ever  by  a  Native  American  Tribe  of  an 
international  corporation,  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
crossed  all  the  T’s  and  dotted  the  I’s,  making  the  purchase  of 
Hard  Rock  International  Inc.  a  reality. 

The  Council  Oak  tree  played  host  to  the  official 


signings  as  the  Tribal  Council,  Tribal  citizens  and  employee 
joined  in  the  celebration  and  mark  of  a  new  direction.  This 
blockbuster  deal  comes  on  the  heels  of  the  overwhelming 
success  of  the  Tribe’s  ownership  of  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casinos  in  Hollywood  and  Tampa. 

Local  media  provided  coverage  for  a  full  slate  of 
speakers  and  performances  including:  Comanche  flutist 

❖  See  DEAL,  page  1! 


Audiences  Appreciate  Shootout  History 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Jimmy  Sawgrass  points  his  weapon  at  the  enemy. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big  Cypress  Shootout  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  Feb.  23-25  was  an 
extremely  intriguing  and  enjoyable  experience  of  living  histo¬ 
ry.  This  spectacular  event  dramatized  the  second  of  three 
bloody  and  costly  wars  fought  by  the  U.S.  military  against  the 
Seminoles  in  an  effort  to  remove  them  from  Florida  and  take 
their  lands. 

Although  many  Seminole  ancestors  were  killed  or 
forcibly  relocated  to  present-day  Oklahoma,  approximately 
200  remaining  men  and  women  were  never  defeated.  To  this 
day  their  3,300  descendants  carry  the  pride  of  “The 
Unconquered”  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

The  legendary  and  renowned  battles  of  the  Second 
Seminole  War  were  introduced  by  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper,  a 
descendant  of  Chief  Jumper  and  the  famed  Seminole  warrior, 
Wildcat.  Fully  dressed  in  1830s  battle  dress,  he  was  an  impos¬ 
ing  figure  as  he  galloped  his  horse  across  the  field,  stopped 
and  then  spoke  in  a  powerful  voice  to  the  huge  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple  eagerly  waiting  for  the  reenactment  to  start.  He  spoke  of 
the  courageous  will  of  his  people  to  live  in  Florida  as  free  men 
and  women. 

“You  will  see  here  things  you  don’t  get  to  read  in  the 
history  books,”  Jumper  said,  as  he  rode  off  to  the  applause  of 
an  appreciative  audience.  “The  victory  will  be  ours  today,  I 
can  guarantee  that!” 

The  choice  this  year  to  stage  the  battle  in  a  field  sur¬ 
rounded  by  pristine  hammocks  and  woodlands  was  a  realistic 
setting  for  the  reenactment  of  the  Second  Seminole  War  cover¬ 
ing  the  time  period  of  1835-1842.  The  mood  and  spirit  of  the 
time  was  recreated  by  period  vendors  who  displayed  their 

❖  See  SHOOTOUT,  page  29 


The  Magic  of  the  Brighton  Field  Days  Festival 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  A  great  festival,  magical  with  its 
intricate  weave  of  so  many  complex  elements,  is  a  labor  of 
love  of  many  dedicated  volunteers.  Pre-event  planning  means 
months  of  advance  preparation,  and  few  get  the  recognition 
they  deserve.  Being  involved  with  the  Brighton  Field  Days 
Festival  &  Rodeo  Festival,  held  Feb.  11-18,  meant  different 
things  to  different  people. 

One  exhibitor,  Nancy  Dale,  has  written  two  loving 
books  about  the  history  of  the  Okeechobee  region.  She 
explained  why  she  returns  every  year  to  sell  her  books. 

“The  reason  I  exhibit  here  at  Brighton  is  because  I 
think  it  is  important  to  preserve  the  cultural  heritage  here  and 
acknowledge  the  struggles  of  these  Native  American  people 
who  endured  to  settle  this  land.  I  have  learned  many  lessons 
from  the  Seminole  people,”  Dale  said.  “How  to  preserve  the 
present  habitat  and  leam  how  to  live  off  the  land,  and  I  write 
about  this  in  my  books.” 

Days  before  the  exhibitors  and  the  public  arrived, 

Tribal  citizens  were  following  some  of  the  customary  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  Field  Days  that  began  69  years  ago.  On  Feb.  1 1 
the  Field  Days  kicked  off  with  a  bowling  tournament,  and  it 
was  held  again  on  Feb.  12  for  the  Tribal  seniors. 

Some  of  the  favorite  sports  represented  in  the  Field 
Days  are  golf  and  EIRA  rodeo  which  took  place  on  Feb.  14. 

On  Feb.  15,  most  residents  enjoyed  each  other’s 
company  at  the  annual  community  supper  and  Brighton 
Princess  Contest.  On  Feb.  16,  there  were  contests  on  the  soft- 
ball  field  including  the  pole  peeling,  archery  and  skillet 
throwing.  At  the  same  time,  the  rodeo  grounds  once  again 
were  buzzing  with  EIRA  festivities  starting  at  5  p.m.  with  the 

❖  See  FIELD  DAYS,  page  29 


Apache  dancer 


Tribal  Council 
Passes  Resolutions, 
Honors  Fire 
Rescue  Grads 


Chris  Jenkins 


Fire  Rescue  Operations  Chief  Robert  Suit  gave 
this  plaque  to  Chairman  Cypress  and  the  Tribal 
Council. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Tribal  Council 
approved  14  resolutions  at  its  Feb.  12  meeting. 

Resolution  23:  Ratification  of  still  photo 
image  permission  letter  granting  use  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Seal  to  McGraw  Hill 

Resolution  24:  Approval  of  a  master 
equipment  lease/purchase  agreement  with 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  6 


Elrod  Bowers 
Named  COO 

Submitted  by  Human  Resources 

The  Tribal  Council  announced  that 
Seminole  Tribal  citizen  Elrod  D.  Bowers  has 
agreed  to  serve  as  Chief  Operations  Officer 
(COO)  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

Bowers  has  been  employed  with  the 
Tribe  since  1997.  He  has  worked  as  a  reporter, 
photographer,  editor  and  proofreader  for  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  as  well  as  a  preservation  spe¬ 
cialist  for  the  Genealogy  Department.  In  2003,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  role  of  director  for  the 
Seminole  Sports  Management  program. 

Bowers  has  a  bachelor  of  arts  in  political 
science  from  Wheaton  College,  as  well  as  a  bach¬ 
elor  of  arts  in  business  administration/finance 
from  Florida  International  University.  He  current¬ 
ly  serves  as  vice  chairman  of  the  Seminole  Tribal 
Gaming  Commission.  His  extensive  knowledge  of 
business  operations  will  be  a  great  asset  in  his 
role  as  COO. 


Hahn  Named  Deputy 
Treasurer  of  Tribe 

Submitted  by  Human  Resources 

Tribal  citizen  Peter  A.  Hahn  is  the  new 
deputy  treasurer  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  He  assumed  this  role  March  5. 

Hahn  has 
been  employed 
with  the  Tribe 
since  2005.  He 
joined  the  organi¬ 
zation  following 
his  graduation 
from  Haskell 
Indian  Nations 
University  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree 
in  business 
administration 
and  Tribal  man¬ 
agement.  He  has 
been  involved  in 
the  Tribe’s 
Management 
Training  Program 
and  has  worked 
alongside  several  department  heads.  His  knowl¬ 
edge  of  multiple  Tribal  businesses  prepares  him 
well  for  his  new  duties. 
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Dr.  Herbert  G.  Oxendine:  Educator  and  War  Hero 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  Fie  welcomes  your  comments  on  this  col¬ 
umn,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  Catching 
the  Dream  grants.  His  e-mail  address  is  CTD4DeanChavers 
@aol.com.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.  ©  Copyright 
2007] 

I  started  looking  for  Indian  heroes  a 
dozen  years  ago,  and  thinking  about  what 
Indian  heroes  were  all  about.  What  I  discov¬ 
ered  is  that  we  look  for  Indian  heroes  who 
lived  at  least  125  years  ago.  The  truth  is  that 
we  have  them  among  us  today.  And  we  need 
to  celebrate  them.  We  almost  never  do.  One  of 
them  was  a  man  I  grew  up  with. 

Dr.  Herbert  G.  Oxendine  was  the  first 
Lumbee  Indian  to  earn  a  doctorate,  which  he 
received  in  1953.  For  the  next  dozen  years,  he 
motivated  and  inspired  a  generation  of  Indian 
youth  to  do  well  in  school  and  earn  their 
degrees. 

I  read  about  him  in  the  statewide 
paper,  the  Raleigh  News  and  Observer.  The 
article  ran  almost  half  a  page.  It  was  one  of  the 
few  times  anything  positive  about  Indians 
came  out  in  that  paper.  If  someone  got  shot  or 
convicted  in  court,  the  paper  would  carry  a 
story  on  it.  But  Indian  people  doing  positive 
things  had  a  hard  time  getting  into  that  paper. 

Herbert’s  accomplishment  was  so 
great  that  the  paper  couldn’t  ignore  him,  however.  He  came  straight 
home  to  Pembroke  State  College  where  he  taught  and  was  the  dean 
for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Our  family  went  to  First  Baptist  Church  in  the  Indian  town 
of  Pembroke  with  his  parents,  Mister  Arthur  and  Miss  Maud,  the 
whole  time  I  was  growing  up.  Within  a  few  years  of  coming  home, 
Herbert  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  church,  the  highest  posi¬ 
tion  next  to  pastor. 

People  liked  him,  believed  in  him  and  trusted  him  to  do 
the  right  things.  And  he  never  failed  him. 

I  was  a  friend  of  his  baby  sister  Mildred.  His  brother 
James  was  one  of  our  teachers  in  elementary  school.  Herbert  had 
married  Deborah  Dial  after  he  came  home  from  the  war.  They  had 
three  children,  Linda,  Richard  and  Miriam.  Dr.  Linda  is  the  recent¬ 
ly  retired  head  of  the  Indian  Studies  department  at  the  university. 

Both  Herbert  and  his  brother  James  were  heroes  in  World 
War  II,  James  as  a  tank  driver  in  Europe  and  Herbert  as  an  Army 
major.  He  was  a  hero  to  many  Lumbee  Indian  youth,  including  the 
recently  retired  Chancellor  of  his  alma  mater,  Dr.  Joseph  Oxendine. 

“He  talked  me  into  getting  my  doctorate,”  said  Dr.  Joe  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Oxendine  Science  Building  on  the  campus  of 
what  is  now  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Pembroke. 
“Herbert  Oxendine  established  the  academic  character  of  this  insti¬ 
tution.” 

Herbert  was  renowned  for  his  scientific  knowledge  even 
before  he  earned  his  doctorate  in  1953.  He  came  to  our  third  grade 
classroom  in  the  spring  of  1951  and  gave  us  a  science  demonstra¬ 
tion  about  metals.  He  had  a  round  piece  of  metal  on  the  end  of  a  rod 
that  he  tried  to  put  through  another  round  opening  at  the  end  of 
another  rod.  It  would  not  fit.  Then  he  heated  the  round  opening  in 
his  Bunsen  burner  and  it  would  go  through.  It  was  magic! 

As  soon  as  he  earned  his  degree,  he  was  hired  to  teach  sci¬ 
ence  education  at  the  college.  Just  under  300  students,  almost  all  of 


them  Indians,  were  enrolled.  The  college  he  came  home  to  was 
established  by  the  North  Carolina  state  legislature  in  1887.  They 
did  not  appropriate  any  money.  The  local  Indian  leaders  had  to  raise 
it. 

The  state  only  gave  $500  for  salaries  for  the  school.  My 
great  grandfather,  William  Henry  Godwin,  and  other  Indian  leaders 
raised  the  money  for  the  first  building. 

Before  the  school  was  chartered  in 
1887,  the  local  Indians  had  no  place  to  be  edu¬ 
cated.  Almost  all  of  them  were  illiterate. 

Dr.  Oxendine  was  promoted  to  the 
chairmanship  of  the  education  department  in 
only  a  few  years.  He  was  one  of  the  few  Indians 
on  the  faculty  then,  and  the  only  one  with  a  doc¬ 
torate.  In  another  few  years  he  was  promoted  to 
be  the  dean  of  the  faculty,  the  job  he  held  until 
his  untimely  death  in  1966.  He  was  only  53 
when  he  died. 

During  his  tenure  he  was  responsible 
for  recruiting  hundreds  of  young  Indians  into  the 
college  and  helping  them  to  earn  degrees.  He 
went  to  their  high  schools  all  over  the  region, 
gave  lectures,  conducted  science  demonstrations 
and  interviewed  potential  teacher  candidates  by 
the  dozens  each  year.  Gradually  he  helped  build 
the  total  enrollment  on  the  campus  to  over  400. 

Since  teacher  education  was  the  big 
major  on  the  campus,  he  oversaw  the  education 
of  several  hundred  new  young  Indian  teachers. 
Fifty  or  75  of  them  would  graduate  each  year. 

No  one  knows  how  much  of  his  own 
money  Dr.  Oxendine  gave  to  students,  but  I  know  he  gave  some  to 
me.  He  didn’t  have  that  much,  but  he  shared  it,  quietly.  He  had  been 
hired  at  a  salary  more  than  twice  as  high  as  the  starting  teacher 
salary,  so  he  was  relatively  well  off.  But  I  doubt  that  Deborah  knew 
how  much  of  their  money  Herbert  gave  away. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighth  grade,  I  had  won  honors  as  one  of 
the  top  students  in  the  two  classes.  My  teacher,  Mr.  John  L.  Carter, 
and  the  other  eighth  grade  teacher,  Mr.  Wayne  Maynor,  proposed  to 
take  their  top  students  on  a  weeklong  trip  to  Ridgecrest,  the  famous 
Baptist  retreat  in  the  hills  of  North  Carolina.  It  would  cost  each  stu¬ 
dent  $10  for  the  week  for  food  and  lodging. 

My  problem  was  that  I  didn’t  have  $10,  and  neither  did 
Momma.  Daddy  was  in  the  VA  hospital  for  an  extended  stay,  and 
he  had  no  money.  So  one  day  Mr.  John  L.  told  me  Dr.  Oxendine 
wanted  to  see  me  at  the  college.  He  didn’t  tell  me  what  it  was  about. 
After  school  I  stopped  by  Dr.  Oxendine’s  office  in  Old  Main,  the 
college’s  main  administration  building. 

He  took  me  into  the  office  and  closed  the  door.  He  knew 
me  from  church  and  from  his  family’s  visits  to  ours  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  “Dean,”  he  said,  “I  understand  you  have  won  a  trip  to 
the  mountains.” 

“Yes,  sir,”  I  said,  “But  I  can’t  go.” 

“Why  not?”  he  asked. 

“Because  we  don’t  have  the  money,”  I  responded. 

He  reached  in  his  back  pocket  and  pulled  out  his  wallet. 
He  found  a  $  1 0  bill  and  handed  it  to  me,  saying,  “Here ’s  the  money. 
You  don’t  have  to  pay  it  back.  But  don’t  tell  anyone  where  you  got 
it.” 

I  gave  that  $10  to  Mr.  John  L.  the  next  day  and  went  on 
one  of  the  most  memorable  trips  of  my  life,  to  the  beautiful  moun¬ 
tains  of  North  Carolina.  In  August  2004  the  university  dedicated 
the  Oxendine  Science  Building  in  Dr.  Herbert’s  honor.  He  deserved 
it. 


Letters  i  E-mail 


Please  send  all  letters  to  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024  ❖ 


Dear  Editor, 

The  Pow-wow  and  Tribal  Fair  this 
year  was  really  great!  It  was  very  spread 
out  over  the  Hard  Rock  grounds,  but  there 
was  something  going  on  at  all  times.  It  was 
very  educational  and  entertaining,  and  the 
marketplace  had  a  great  number  of  vendors 
from  many  Tribes.  This  was  a  job  well 
done. 

Congratulations  to  all  those  who 
worked  so  hard  to  pull  this  event  together. 

I  am  again  looking  forward  to  the  next 
year’s  Tribal  Fair  and  Pow-wow. 

Sincerely, 

John  Higgins 

Dear  Editor, 

I  recently  received  a  copy  of  the 
annual  calendar  that  is  produced  by  your 
department,  and  the  theme  this  year  is  very 
inspiring.  I  would  like  to  say  to  the  entire 
staff  that  they  have  absolutely  outdone 
themselves  with  the  layout  and  design.  I 
would  also  like  to  say  to  anyone  who  has 
not  picked  up  a  copy  of  this  calendar,  you 
are  missing  out. 

Thank  you  for  the  copy  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  next. 

Sincerely, 

Holly  Tiger 

Tribal  Citizen 

Dear  Editor, 

A  brief  history  of  myself:  I  am  60 
years  young  and  am  a  native  of  New  York 
who  once  had  a  mental  image  of  an  Indian 
as  a  man  in  a  loincloth  riding  a  horse. 
When  I  moved  to  Florida  back  in  1972, 1 
lived  at  Sherman  Street  and  64th  Avenue, 
just  one  block  from  where  the  Hollywood 
reservation  starts. 

Shortly  after  moving  there,  I  met 
a  man  named  Steven  Bowers  who  now 
works  in  the  Liaison/Govemor’s  Council 
on  Indian  Affairs  office.  Throughout  the 
years  Steven  has  educated  me  on  the 
Seminole  Tribe.  I  now  realize  that 
Seminoles  are  fathers,  mothers,  uncles, 
aunts,  brothers,  sisters  and  most  of  all  very 
warm  people  just  like  the  rest  of  American 
people. 

Steven  told  me  that  he  was  on  the 
Pow-wow  committee,  that  the  event  was 
being  held  at  the  Hard  Rock  over  the  Feb. 
8-11  weekend  and  that  the  rodeo  was  free. 
My  wife  and  I  went  and  had  a  wonderful 
time.  I  could  not  believe  how  you  convert¬ 
ed  the  Hard  Rock  Live  stadium  into  a 
rodeo  area.  The  tons  of  dirt  laid  on  the 
floor  truly  impressed  me.  I  guess  if  you  put 
your  mind  to  it,  you  can  do  anything. 

I  just  want  you  to  know  that 
Steven  is  very  proud  of  his  heritage  and  is 
very  vocal  about  all  your  functions  and 
affairs.  Thank  you  for  a  great  weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Dominic  Modafferi 


Dear  Editor, 

I  just  wanted  to  say  rock  on!  I’m 
a  Cherokee  from  Oklahoma  and  heard 
about  you  guys  buying  the  Hard  Rock 
Cafes  and  was  blown  away!  I  thought:  It’s 
about  time!  I  mean,  what  better  way  to  say 
“America”  than  to  have  an  icon  Tribe  own 
an  icon.  Now  that’s  the  American  way! 
Cameron  Smith 
Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma 

Dear  Editor, 

Congratulations  on  your  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  the  Hard  Rock  properties.  It’s  good 
to  see  American  properties  staying  in  the 
possession  of  real  Americans. 

God  bless  you  and  good  fortune, 
Sebastian  Black 

Dear  Editor, 

We  will  be  in  Florida  next  month 
and  would  like  to  visit  and  take  a  swamp 
tour.  What  are  the  directions  to  get  to  your 
place?  I  can’t  seem  to  find  it  on  the  web¬ 
site.  We  will  need  to  know  what  interstate 
you  are  off  and  what  exit,  etc. 

Thank  you  very  much, 

Sandi  Smith 
Oshkosh, WI 

Dear  Ms.  Smith, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.  You 
can  take  a  swamp  tour  at  Billie  Swamp 
Safari  on  the  Big  Cypress  Seminole 
Reservation,  located  midway  between  Fort 
Lauderdale  and  Naples. 

Here  are  directions:  Take  1-75 
(Alligator  Alley)  to  exit  49.  Drive  north 
approximately  19  miles  to  the  reservation. 
There  are  numerous  signs  for  Bilie 
Swamp  Safari  that  you  will  see  along  the 
way. 

Have  a  great  time, 

Cindy  Malin 

Florida  Seminole  Tourism 
Dear  Editor, 

I  am  a  professional  Indian  War  re¬ 
enactor.  I  have  a  company  of  men,  around 
six  or  so,  who  would  like  to  participate  in 
the  Big  Cypress  Shootout.  We  are  all  sea¬ 
soned  veterans  and  supply  our  own  horses, 
tack,  and  uniforms.  We  ask  for  no  money, 
just  some  water  and  hardtack. 

Please  let  me  know  who  to  con¬ 
tact  so  I  can  make  arrangements. 

Thank  you, 

Corporal  Doc  Whiplash 

7th  Cavalry 

Dear  Doc  Whiplash, 

This  year’s  shootout  was  Feb. 
23-25,  as  you  may  know.  However,  we  are 
beginning  the  planning  of  the  Big 
Cypress  Shootout  for  2008,  and  would 
love  to  stay  in  contact  with  you  regarding 
this  event  I  will  keep  your  e-mail  address 
on  file. 

Next  year’s  event  will  be  held  on 


tribune@semtribe.com  ♦♦♦ 

Feb.  22-24,  with  battles  taking  place  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  You  can  mark  your 
calendar. 

Thank  you  and  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  you, 

Sherry  M.  Blanset 
Administrative  Assistant 
Billie  Swamp  Safari 

Dear  Editor, 

I  have  enjoyed  your  casino  and 
have  visited  numerous  other  Native 
American  casinos.  However,  why  is  it  that 
most  other  states  have  table  games  and  the 
Florida  sites  do  not? 

Also  most  states  have  the  same 
tables  as  a  conventional  casino,  such  as 
those  in  Biloxi,  Miss  and  Gulfport,  Miss.  Is 
there  a  form  of  discrimination  that  the  fed¬ 
eral/state  government  will  not  allow  the 
Seminole  Tribe  the  same  rights  as  the 
Calif.,  Wis.,  Mich.,  Minn.,  N.Y.  and  other 
Tribes  enjoy? 

I  thank  you  in  advance  for  your 

reply. 

Sincerely, 

Norman  L.  Dault 

Winter  Garden,  FL 

Dear  Mr.  Dault, 

The  Seminole  casinos  run  Class 
II games.  The  Tribe  is  unable  to  offer 
Class  III  games  such  as  blackjack,  craps 
and  slots  until  the  Department  of  Interior 
issues  something  called  “Procedures”  or 
the  state  of  Florida  enters  into  a  compact 
with  the  Tribe. 

Ed  Jenkins 

Gaming  Compliance  Director 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 
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Seen  here  are:  (L-R)  John  Josh,  Charlie 
Micco  and  Willie  Gopher  Sr. 
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Construction  Plans  Expedited  on 
Housing  for  Immokalee  Reservation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  A  community  meeting  on 
Feb.  13  brought  welcome  news  to  the  residents  of  the 
Immokalee  reservation.  Following  a  catered  buffet,  the 
Housing  Department  made  a  very  impressive  presenta¬ 
tion. 

Assistant  Housing  Director  Tony  Moya 
announced:  “It  is  time  to  give  you  a  monthly  update 


on  the  progress  that  has  been  taking  place  since  the 
last  time  we  met.  We  had  asked  if  you  had  any  sugges¬ 
tions  at  the  previous  meeting  and  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  accommodate  you.” 

Heidi  Shafran,  Mike  Morabito  and  Jim 
Oleksak  joined  Moya  in  bringing  the  assembly  the 
most  current  information. 

They  began  by  introducing 
a  new  member  of  the  team, 

Catherine  Gavin,  who  will 
be  working  mostly  at 
Brighton,  but  will  lend  her 
expertise  to  the  program  in 
Immokalee  as  well. 

“We  want  to  get 
you  as  much  housing  as  we 
can  with  the  amount  of 
property  currently  avail¬ 
able,”  Oleksak  said.  “The 
project  list  has  now  risen  to 
34  homes  and  we  are  trying 
to  move  on  these  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  possible.  Three  are  in 
the  bidding  process  and 
will  go  to  council  for 
approval  . . .  and  five  are 
going  to  plans  with  the 
remainder  under  considera¬ 
tion.” 

“At  the  last  meet¬ 
ing,  you  had  indicated  the  need  for  as  many  immediate 
residences  as  possible,”  Oleksak  continued.  “We  had 
originally  looked  at  the  possibility  of  three  models  on 
Lena  Frank  Drive  replacing  the  old  youth  center,  edu¬ 
cation  and  library  facilities.  If  you  wish,  this  can  be 
changed  to  15  units  of  rental  property  that  would  help 
ease  the  shortage  of  home  space  more  rapidly.” 


Safran  held  up  the  architectural  rendering  for 
the  facility.  This  was  followed  by  two  sets  of  floor 
plans  that  would  provide  seven  1,600-square-foot 
townhouses  and  eight  1,100-square-foot  apartments. 
Safran  said  there  would  be  sufficient  area  for  30  park¬ 
ing  spaces. 

“In  order  to  get  the  project  under  way,  a  full 
environmental  would  be  necessary  because  we  are 

using  federal  funds  and  the  proper¬ 
ties  indicated  have  already  passed 
this  process,”  he  said.  “If  this  is 
approved  this  evening,  you  are 
looking  at  completion  in  approxi¬ 
mately  10  months.” 

Immokalee  Board  Liaison 
Raymond  Garza  asked  if  the 
Native  American  Housing 
Initiative  for  Federal  Grant  Monies 
were  for  rentals  only  or  whether 
they  could  be  used  for  apartments 
to  be  owned. 

Moya  answered:  “We  can 
look  at  possible  rental  with  the 
option  of  purchase.  If  the  resident 
qualifies  to  buy,  then  perhaps  his 
rent  could  apply  to  the  down  pay¬ 
ment.  This  is  a  good  point  to  inves¬ 
tigate.” 

Other  pertinent  questions 
regarded  who  would  qualify  for 
residency  and  whether  a  person 
living  off  the  reservation  because 
of  lack  of  housing  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  first.  Some  wished  to  have 
those  living  in  mobile  homes  given 
priority. 

Benny  Motlow  asked  if  a 
tribal  member  who  owns  a  construction  company 
would  have  preference  in  the  bidding  process.  Moya 
replied  that  a  true  bid  analysis  would  be  required,  and 
bonding  issues  were  involved. 

“Will  the  apartments  push  the  homes  back 
that  are  scheduled  for  construction,  and  what  kind  of 
time  frame  exists  for  these 
residences?”  Amy  Yazguirre 
inquired. 

Moya  responded: 
“Utilities  hasn’t  put  in  for 
their  permits  yet.  It  was  my 
understanding  that  this 
should  already  have  taken 
place  and  the  land  clearing 
would  have  been  done.  It  is 
out  of  our  control,  but  we  are 
checking  into  the  problem  to 
find  out  how  fast  this  can  be 
expedited.  In  answer  to  your 
question,  these  are  two  sepa¬ 
rate  projects  and  should  not 
affect  each  other.” 

The  discussion  was 
followed  by  a  vote  approving 
the  townhouse/apartment 
complex.  Several  in  atten¬ 
dance  voiced  hopes  that  the 
construction  process  would 
begin  immediately. 

Other  topics  of  discussion  were  the  old  HUD 
homes,  senior  renovations,  hurricane  codes,  funding 
for  repairs  to  existing  residences,  the  manner  of  repay¬ 
ments,  and  the  possibility  of  a  temporary  mobile  home 
area  for  residents  while  their  houses  are  being  remod¬ 
eled  or  built. 


Basin  1  Construction  Project  Update 


By  Alyssa  Jacobs, 

Water  Resource  Management  Department 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Construction  has  started 
on  the  west  end  of  West  Boundary  Road  on  the  Basin 
1  Construction  Project.  This  construction  is  part  of  the 
Seminole  Water  Conservation  Plan,  a  Critical  Project 
of  Everglades  Restoration,  funded  jointly  by  the  Tribe 
and  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Work  started  in  early  January  with  surveys, 
followed  up  by  clearing  and  grubbing  operations  with¬ 
in  the  construction  footprint.  Approximately  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  clearing  has  been  completed.  Wildlife  biol¬ 
ogists  have  worked  to  move  protected  animals  out  of 
the  construction’s  path. 

Construction  employees  have  received  train¬ 
ing  to  watch  out  for  endangered  and  threatened  ani¬ 
mals,  such  as  the  Florida  panthers,  eastern  indigo 
snakes,  Audubon’s  crested  caracaras  and  gopher  tor¬ 
toises. 


As  land  is  cleared,  the  trees  and  brush  are 
hauled  to  designated  bum  areas.  Fires  are  tended  using 
hydraulic  excavators  and  front-end  loaders.  The 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Forestry  Management, 
Seminole  Division,  controls  burning  on  a  daily  basis 
by  issuing  bum  permits  to  the  contractor.  Weather 
problems  such  as  high  winds,  dry  conditions  or  other 
forestry  issues  can  cause  burning  to  be  canceled  until 
conditions  improve.  A  water  tmck  is  always  available 
to  keep  fires  under  control. 

Work  is  slated  to  start  on  the  constmction  of 
a  siphon-a  large  culvert-that  will  be  placed  under¬ 
neath  the  West  Feeder  Canal.  During  this  work,  por¬ 
tions  of  the  canal  will  be  dammed  up  so  water  can  be 
pumped  out  for  the  culvert  to  be  laid  into  place.  The 
entire  West  Feeder  Canal  will  never  be  blocked  for 
water  passage. 

Constmction  will  continue  throughout  2007. 
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•  Joint  Pain 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 


•  Muscle  Pain 


wq  accept  your  insurance  plan,  FVCTY 
F'OS,  Medicare.  Auto  insurance. 


Dr.  Brian  C,  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10630  Pines  Btvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines 
(954)  432-5006 
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The  store  has  an  assortment  of  custom-made  arts  and  crafts  as  well  as  patchwork  clothing. 


New  Gift  Store  Opens  at  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  — There  is  now  one  more 
reason  to  visit  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee 
Village  in  Seminole  Paradise. 

Beyond  its  presence  in  giving  a  voice  to 
Seminole  history  and  legacy,  the  latest  addition  is 


small  in  size  but  big  on  content  and  future  plans.  The 
new  museum  gift  store  is  the  second  location  to  open 
its  doors,  with  the  other  flagship  store  in  Big  Cypress. 

The  new  shop  features  high-quality  custom 
arts  and  crafts,  all  in  compliance  with  the  American 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990,  and  has  been  open 
for  business  since  December  last  year.  The 
focus  of  the  store  is  to  sell  and  represent  all 
Native  American  art,  not  only  Seminole, 
according  to  museum  and  store  Executive 
Director  Tina  Osceola. 

It  has  all  been  a  great  success  so 
far,  she  said,  adding,  “I’m  excited  and  love 
watching  programs  and  projects  like  this 
come  to  life.” 

With  store  profits  already  exceed¬ 
ing  expectations  thus  far,  she  says  there  are 
plans  to  expand  and  diversify  supplies  and 
products  beginning  in  August,  going 
through  October  of  this  year.  She  explained 
that  featured  items  now  include  books,  cur¬ 
rently  their  best  sellers,  as  well  as  patch- 
work  clothing,  dolls,  CDs  and  other  gift 
items. 

As  part  of  diversifying  their  cus¬ 
tomer  base,  Osceola  says  future  plans  will 
include  signature  jewelry  and  T-shirts  as 
well  as  more  bead  supplies  and  Native 
Foods  products.  Dolls  and  patchwork  items 
will  be  on  consignment  to  ease  and  elimi¬ 
nate  competition  with  other  specialized 
Tribal  businesses. 

“We  plan  to  start  capturing  more  of 
the  people  that  walk  through  those  [Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino]  doors,”  she  said. 

The  store  and  museum  are  open 
seven  days  a  week  from  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 
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Seminole  Family  Arts  and  Crafts  Stores 
Celebrate  Tradition,  Showcase  Culture 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Ronnie  Billie’s  store  is  chock  full  of  variety. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  AND 
BRIGHTON  —  The  Seminole  Tribe’s 
entrepreneurs  have  sold  traditional 
Seminole  arts  and  crafts  to  collectors 
and  admirers  since  the  early  1920s. 

Today  there  are  three  such  entrepre¬ 
neurs  on  the  rural  reservations  of 
Brighton  and  Big  Cypress  who  own  and 
operate  gift  shops.  They  provide  tourists 
the  opportunity  to  learn  about  and 
appreciate  Seminole  culture. 

Located  at  Big  Cypress,  the 
Seminole  Country  Store  on  Snake  Road 
has  recently  been  remodeled  and 
upgraded.  Owned  by  Ronnie  Billie  and 
his  wife,  Almira,  the  shop  is  chock  full 
of  wonderful  and  valuable  gifts  to  buy. 

Their  guest  book  is  signed  by  tourists 
from  Austrafia,  Poland  and  Canada  as 
well  as  Americans. 

Ronnie  Billie  said  his  shop  has 
been  around  a  long  time,  but  he  has  had 
to  close  when  he  could  not  find  some¬ 
one  to  run  it.  One  of  the  premier  chick- 
ee  builders  in  Florida,  he  owns  Ronnie’s 
Seminole  Chickees.  He  has  modernized  the  crafts 
store  and  now  its  manager,  Bess  Bowlegs,  greets  cus¬ 
tomers  with  a  warm  smile  and  a  warm  heart. 

Billie  has  designed  the  shop  in  the  chickee 
tradition,  but  the  inside  is  walled  in  and  air-condi¬ 


tioned.  He  said  the  idea  of  the  gift  shop  came  to  him 
20  years  ago  when  former  Chairman  James  Billie  was 
modernizing  the  Swamp  Safari  and  laying  ground  for 
the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum.  The  then-chairman  told 
Tribal  citizens  there  would  be  many  tourists  coming 
out  to  the  reservation  and  arts  and  crafts  shops  would 
he  a  lucrative  busi¬ 


er  arts  and  crafts  store  operated  and  owned  by  Lottie 
Huff  has  been  around  a  long  time.  Huff  said  she  first 
opened  the  Arts  &  Crafts  Store  in  1980.  ft  was  a  chic¬ 
kee.  She  tore  down  the  old  shop  and  rebuilt  a  new 
chickee  in  2000  but  Hurricane  Wilma  destroyed  it  in 
2005.  Now  she  Huff  rebuilt 
and  she  reopened  last  sum¬ 
mer,  but  it  is  no  longer  a 
chickee. 

A  special  feature 
of  her  modest  shop  is  the 
exquisite  saw  palmetto 
dolls  crafted  by  Minnie 
Doctor  of  Hollywood.  She 
has  clothes,  beaded  jewel¬ 
ry,  moccasins,  table  runners 
and  wall  hangings.  She 
does  not  operate  on  set 
hours  but  has  a  very  visible 
“Open”  sign  when  she  is 
there.  She  lives  next  door 
and  when  someone  pulls 
into  the  driveway,  she 
comes  out  to  the  store, 
which  she  operates  by  her¬ 
self.  She  also  said  people 
can  call  her  and  she  is 
available  by  appointment. 
Her  number  is  (863)  634- 
5558. 

The  arts  and  crafts 
shop  is  a  labor  of  love. 
Etxebarria  Keeping  alive  the  arts  and 
crafts  traditions  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  Huff  and  she 
encourages  others  to  work 
at  their  crafts.  Her  shop  is  there  to  help  further  the  tra¬ 
ditions.  She  said  people  stop  and  ask  lots  of  questions 
about  the  Tribe  —  sometimes  silly  ones. 

On  Highway  721  there  is  another  shop  called 
The  Gift  Shed,  ft  is  owned  by  the  Jeff  Johns  family. 
Wendy  Johns  is  home  during  the  days  and  she  and  her 


Ronnie  Billie  and  Bess  Bowlegs  at  the  Seminole  Country  Store 


ness. 

Ronnie 

Billie’s  gift  shop  is 
truly  amazing.  Just  to 
go  inside  is  to  learn 
much  about  the 
Seminole  traditions 
and  history.  Almira, 
busy  with  their  eight 
children,  has  several 
beautifully  woven 
sweetgrass  baskets  she 
made  by  hand  for  sale 
in  the  store.  Com  sift¬ 
ing  baskets  are 
reminders  of  a  very 
time-consuming  craft 
only  a  few  artisans 
still  do.  The  jewelry 
includes  beadwork, 
silver  and  turquoise. 
The  original  design 
dream  catchers  are 
very  popular  items  as 
well,  and  the  clothing 
is  beautiful. 

The  Seminole 
Country  Store  displays 
about  half  Seminole 
art  and  half  Navajo  art. 
Some  of  the  crafts  are 
made  by  members  of 
the  Miccosukee  Tribe 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Lottie  Huff  and  her  dog  “Little  Joe”  at  her  Brighton  Arts  &  Crafts  Store 


of  Florida.  Ronnie 

Billie  said  he  has  always  enjoyed  crafts  and  learned 
how  to  carve  from  his  late  grandfather,  Joseph  Jumper. 
He  added  he  hopes  there  will  always  be  Seminole  arti¬ 
sans  in  the  Tribe  keeping  the  traditions  alive.  The  store 
is  open  seven  days  a  week  from  10  a.m.  until  6  p.m. 
or  later,  and  1  p.m.-6  p.m.  on  Sundays. 

At  the  Brighton  Seminole  reservation,  anoth- 


son,  Jacoby,  usually  greet  the  customers.  The  Gift 
Shed  is  about  three  years  old.  Originally  it  was  a  spare 
room  off  the  main  house  with  a  separate  door. 

Last  summer,  a  bigger  shed  holding  twice  the 
amount  of  arts  and  crafts  was  located  on  the  main 
road.  Inside  is  an  eclectic  mix  of  gifts  and  Native 
American  arts  and  crafts  as  well  as  traditional 

Seminole  work.  “It’s  a 
little  bit  of  everything,” 
Johns  said. 

The  Gift  Shed 
features  the  paintings  of 
local  artists.  There  are  T- 
shirts  with  Seminole 
designs  embroidered  on 
them.  There  are  candles, 
smudge  fans,  flutes,  and 
a  lot  of  what  she  calls 
collegiate  stuff,  like  pil¬ 
lows  and  blankets  with 
Indian  design  work;  cra¬ 
dle  boards  made  by  an 
Oglala  Lakota  artisan, 
sand  art  and  Navajo  pot¬ 
tery,  silver  and  turquoise 
jewelry  from  the  Hopi 
and  Zuni  Tribes  as  well 
as  beautiful  beaded  purs- 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Brighton  Gift  Shed  owners  Wendy  Johns,  Jeff  Johns  and  their  son  Jacoby 


The  Gift  Shed 
is  open  every  day  hut 
Sunday  from  10  a.m. 
until  6  p.m.  Johns  said 
they  also  do  home  and 
office  interior  decorating 
with  Indian  motifs.  She 
can  be  reached  at  (863) 
634-1581. 
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Statesman  Stresses  Importance  of  Voting  Rights,  Political  Action 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Voting  rights  and  active 
participation  in  public  life  are  the  weapons  today’s 
Native  American  warriors  need  most. 

That  was  the  message  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell  brought  to  Tribal  citizens  and  others  who 


Felix  DoBosz 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  makes  a  point  during  his  Distinguished  Lecture 
Series  presentation. 


gathered  to  hear  him  Feb.  22  at  the  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  and  Casino. 

Campbell,  a  former  U.S.  senator  from 
Colorado,  and  W.  Richard  West 
Jr.,  founding  director  of  the 
Smithsonian’s  National 
Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  were  featured  speakers 
in  the  second  program  of  the 
2007  Distinguished  Lecture 
Series  presented  by  the  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum. 

West  shared  his  vision 
of  the  national  museum, 
housed  in  a  new  building  along 
the  National  Mall  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  as  a  cultural 
center  and  forum  “where  dis¬ 
cussion  can  occur,  debate  is 
encouraged  and  controversy  is 
not  unwelcome  —  a  secure  and 
civil  space,  where  unsafe  ideas 
are  safe.” 

Tribal  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  joined  Tina 
M.  Osceola,  executive  director 
of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum, 
in  welcoming  everyone  to  the 


program,  which  was  preceded  by  an  informal  recep¬ 
tion  at  the  nearby  Okalee  Museum. 

“It’s  a  pleasure  to  be  here  tonight  with  such 
important  gentlemen,  former  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell  and  also  Mr.  West,”  Mitchell  said.  “Sounds 
like  a  TV  series,”  he  quipped,  referring  to  the  1960s 
TV  hit  “Wild  Wild  West.” 
Then  he  continued  in  a 
more  serious  vein,  “It’s 
good  to  have  these  two 
gentlemen  here  tonight  to 
speak  about  Indian  coun¬ 
try.” 

Osceola  noted, 
“We  are  here  to  leam,  and 
that’s  what  is  going  to  pro¬ 
voke  discussion  and  ...  I 
hope  that  it  would  provoke 
action  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments.  It’s  about  being 
active  in  our  communities 
. . .  It’s  about  leaving  an 
imprint  of  your  own.” 

“I  always 

encourage  people  to  be 
active  in  every  level  of 
public  life,”  said 
Campbell,  a  proud  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  44 
Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe. 
“You  can’t  win  with  a 
football  team  by  abandon¬ 
ing  the  field.  You  win  by 
hanging  in  there,  sticking 
it  out,  refusing  to  give  up, 
staying  at  the  meeting, 
staying  with  your 
demands  and  making  sure 
they’re  heard.  That’s  how 

-  we  get  things  changed. 

Our  weapons  now  are  our 
voting  rights  and  participating.  That’s  what  the 
weapons  are  now  to  make  sure  the  future  for  our  kids 
is  better  than  our  past,  and  our  grandfathers’  past,  too.” 


Gordon  Oliver  Warehar 

Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  with  Trail  Liaison  William  Osceola 
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Campbell  went  on  to  explain  how  easily  pre¬ 
cious  rights  can  be  lost  and  how  hard  they  are  to 
regain: 

“You  know  that  there  are  over  a  hundred 
Tribes  in  America  right  now  who  are  trying  to  be  re¬ 
instated,  that  is  recognized  by  the  federal  government 
as  a  tribal  community.  Thirty-two  in  California  alone, 
how  did  that  happen?  Well,  it  happened  because  we 
had  no  voice  in  Washington  when  all  these  terrible 
acts  were  passed.  . . .  The  federal  government,  when 
they  signed  treaties  with  Tribes,  they  didn’t  sign 
treaties  with  individual  Indian  people  —  they  signed 
with  Tribes  as  a  government. 

“Ding!  Somebody  got  the  bright  idea  in 
Washington:  ‘I’ll  tell  ya  what,  If  we  want  to  get  out  of 
our  trusted  responsibility  to  Indian  people,  disband  the 
Tribe,  because  we  don’t  have  a  responsibility  to 
Indians,  we  have  responsibility  to  the  Tribe.’  So  we 
ended  up  with  termination  acts,  12  different  termina¬ 
tion  acts  in  fact  during  the  Fifties,  and  relocation  acts 
too.  That’s  how  a  lot  of  them  lost  their  federal  recogni¬ 
tion  and  so  many  are  still  trying  to  get  reinstated  as 
federally  recognized  Tribes.” 

Campbell  also 
touched  on  the  adverse 
economic,  health,  educa¬ 
tional  and  social  issues 
Native  Americans  have 
had  to  overcome,  and 
still  face  in  many  Tribal 
communities. 

On  a  more  pos¬ 
itive  note,  Campbell 
related  how  the  Native 
American  vote  helped  to 
tip  the  balance  of  power 
in  the  U.S.  Senate  last 
November.  He  attributed 
this  to  changes  in  the 
way  Native  Americans 
participate,  especially  in 
Montana,  where  a 
Democrat’s  election 
ensured  that  party  a 
majority  in  the  Senate. 

Campbell,  who 
won  his  first 
Congressional  election 
in  1982  as  a  Democrat, 
switched  his  affiliation 
to  Republican  in  1995. 

He  served  three  terms  in 
the  House  and  two  in 
the  Senate,  then  declined 
to  run  for  re-election  in 
2004. 

Earlier  in  his 
long  and  colorful  life, 

Campbell  served  in  the 
U.S.  Air  Force  during 
the  Korean  War  and  was 
captain  of  the  U.S.  judo 
team  in  the  1964 
Summer  Olympics  in 
Toyko,  Japan.  He  is  also 
an  award  winning  jewel¬ 
ry  designer  and  has 
worked  as  a  truck  driver, 
classroom  teacher, 
deputy  sheriff,  prison 


counselor  and  trainer  of  champion  quarter  horses. 

W.  Richard  West  Jr.  is  an  attorney,  a  citizen 
of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  and 
a  Peace  Chief  of  the  Southern  Cheyenne.  He  described 
the  many  aspects,  plans,  relationships  and  political 
views  of  Native  peoples  and  their  importance  in  our 
national  history. 

“I  think  that  the  National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian  (NMAI)  is  far  more  akin  to  a  cultural 
center  that  happens  to  sit  squarely  at  the  head  of  the 
National  Mall,”  West  said.  He  continued,  “And  why  is 
this  distinction  so  important  to  me?  The  difference  is 
critical,  because  it  allows  this  native  place  ...  to  be  so 
much  more  in  the  use  of  objects  ...  to  become  a  gath¬ 
ering  place,  a  civic  space,  a  forum  in  the  truest  sense,” 
embracing  themes  as  diverse  as  native  cosmology, 
casino  operations,  health  issues,  urban  Indian  life,  and 
hunting  and  fishing  rights. 

Chairman  Cypress  presented  the  speakers 
with  gifts  of  handmade  Seminole  baskets,  and  Tina 
Osceola  thanked  them  for  helping  to  make  the  lecture 
series  a  success. 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  W.  Richard  West  Jr. 
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Seminole  Fire  Rescue  Honors  Graduating  Class  07-01 


A  Senior  Living  Community 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  With  five  hard 
weeks  out  of  the  way,  it  was  time  to  celebrate. 
On  Feb.  9,  16  new  trainees  from  the  Department 
of  Emergency  Services  took  a  breather  and 


and  certification  presentations  and  closing  com¬ 
ments  followed. 

The  already  certified  combination  of 
firefighters,  emergency  medical  technicians  and 
paramedics  were  taking  that  next  career  step  in 


enjoyed  graduation  ceremonies  honoring  them  as  working  for  the  Tribe.  Graduate  EMT  Tim 


New  Emergency  Services  graduates  pose  for  friends  and  family. 


the  first  class  of  the  new  year.  The  event  took 
place  in  the  Tribal  Headquarters  auditorium,  and 
friends  and  family  came  in  support. 

The  festivities  began  with  Fire  Marshal 
Chief  David  Logan  leading  in  the  reciting  of  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  and  invocation  by  Tribal 
citizen  Ayze  Henry.  A  video  presentation  on  the 
graduating  class,  administration  and  instructor 
acknowledgements,  an  affirmation  of  oath,  badge 


Gritter  says  he  is  looking  forward  to  coming 
aboard. 

“This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  me,”  he 
said.  “I  know  a  couple  of  guys  that  are  on  with 
the  department  already,  and  they  are  very  happy, 
and  it  seems  like  a  really  tight-knit  bond  that 
they  have.  It  seems  like  a  really  nice  place  to 
work.” 

According  to  Battalion  Chief  and  Lead 


Instructor  Frank  Ransdell,  there  are  usually  one 
to  two  training  sessions  per  year  with  this  year’s 
class  starting  with  22.  The  best  of  the  best 
remained  in  the  end,  he  said. 

“I  did  everything  I  could  to  get  rid  of 
them,”  Ransdell  said.  “Every  time  we  do  [the 
training  program],  we  up  the  stan¬ 
dards.” 

Their  daily  routine  consisted 
of  one  to  three  hours  of  hard  physical 
training  including  hose  pulling,  ladder 
climbing  and  calisthenics.  Other  activi¬ 
ties  included  attending  a  culture  class 
and  certification  classes  in  skin  diving, 
where  divers  learn  to  stay  under  water 
for  extended  periods  of  time  without 
the  use  of  a  breathing  apparatus. 

Ransdell  says  one  of  the  main 
skills  he  wanted  to  instill  in  the 
trainees  is  the  ability  to  assume  any 
role  with  engines,  rescue  units  or 
tankers  as  well  as  multitasking  and 
flexibility,  which  are  very  important. 

According  to  Administrative 
Services  Manager  Eva  Cain,  then- 
intensive  process  also  involved  several 
areas  of  training  with  diving  and  res¬ 
cue,  fire  suppression,  rescue  practices, 
air  rescue  and  vehicle  extraction  as 
some  of  its  major  points  of  emphasis. 

Trainees  recognized  were: 
Julio  Buenano,  Medic,  Jason 
Camardese,  EMT,  George  Carbonell, 
EMT,  Tim  Gritter,  EMT,  Michael 
Holiday,  EMT,  Jason  King,  Medic, 
Rafael  Lacayo,  Medic,  Merel 
Ledbetter,  EMT,  Hassen  Missett, 
ris  Jenkins  Medic,  Dennis  Morel,  EMT,  Jorge 
Napoles,  EMT,  Keith  Rohan,  Medic, 
Michael  Setticase,  Medic,  Terry  Smith, 
—  EMT,  Danny  Soriano,  Medic,  Franco 
Stefani,  EMT  and  Evan  Weiner,  Medic. 
“The  whole  program  has  been  really 
good,”  Ransdell  said. 

He  explained  that  most  of  the  graduates 
will  be  assigned  to  Station  7  in  Brighton  and 
Station  2  in  Big  Cypress  as  well  as  other  loca¬ 
tions  including  Immokalee,  Fort  Pierce  and 
Hollywood. 

“I’m  proud  to  call  them  my  brothers,” 

he  said. 


R 


1450  SW  lllh  Way 
Gaeffiald  BtMCJb,  Ft  T3441 
954+J2G-3480 
954-428-1022  fa* 

NeSr  t wsc/ms  medc-ai  fetmifes  atxl  Stopping 


University  Podlalry  Associates 

fool  A  ArAl* 


BEIWT  L  WOUNS^Tf.  DPU.  DlPtfSi 


f>A,T  mifi 

u o-t  f  Ja 

Fm 


* Councfl 

Continued  from  page  1 

Wachovia  Bank,  National  Association,  Limited 
waiver  of  sovereign  immunity 

Resolution  25:  VFS  Leasing  Co.  mas¬ 
ter  lease  agreement  (Volvo  A40D):  waiver  of 
sovereign  immunity,  Big  Cypress  Rock  Mining 
Resolution  26:  Standard  form  of  pay¬ 
ment  between  owner  and  contractor  where  the 
basis  of  payment  is  a  stipulated  sum  between  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  Southeastern 
General  Construction  Inc.  for  the  construction  of 
four  single-family  homes  on  the  Brighton 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation 


Resolution  27 :  Department  of  Housing 
request  for  the  purchase  of  a  home  in  Glades 
County,  Florida 

Resolution  28:  Tribal  courts  assistance 
program  grant  for  funding  from  the  United 
States  Department  of  Justice,  Office  of  Justice 
Programs,  Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance 

Resolution  29:  Approval  of  the 
Assignment  of  the  Amended  and  Restated 
Agreement  of  Lease  (Cafe)  by  and  between  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  Hard  Rock  Cafe 
International  (USA),  Inc. 

Resolution  30:  Approval  of  the 
Assignment  of  the  Amended  and  Restated 
Agreement  of  Lease  (Retail  store)  by  and 
between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  Hard 


Rock  Cafe  International  (USA),  Inc. 

Resolution  31:  Appointment  of  Tina 
Marie  Osceola  as  Executive  Director  of  the  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  museum  and  Anne  McCudden  as  the 
director 

Resolution  32:  Issuance  of  a  revocable 
permit  to  Beautiful  Touch  Seminole  Car  Wash 
and  Professional  Detailing  (B.T.S.)  -  Hollywood 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  33:  Acquisition  of  287+/- 
acres  of  vacant  land  in  Glades  County,  Florida 
(S.T.O.F.  Holdings,  Ltd.  as  buyer) 

Fire  Rescue  Operations  Chief  Robert 
Suit  also  presented  a  plaque  to  the  Tribal 
Council  in  recognition  of  16  new  trainees’  grad¬ 
uation  and  employment  with  the  Tribe. 
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W vet  &  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 

Concerts  •  Sports  •  Theatre 

Fop  All  Events  Call: 

^1305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Kjgiyjs  at;  www.preferredultimafe.corn 

Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  ■  Hotels  ■  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or  (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Nickelback 
The  Who 
Aaron  Lewis 
Aventura 
Vince  Gill 
Meat  Loaf 
Chayanne 
Fallout  Boy 
Earth,  Wind  &  Fire 
John  Legend 
Christina  Aguilera 
Steely  Dan 
Gwen  Stefani 
Outlaws 

Steve  Miller  Band 
Roger  Waters 
My  Chemical  Romance 
Miami  Heat 
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A  Fire  Under  the  Chickee 


The  latest  project  of  the  enterprising  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  is  a  collection  of  short  stories 
by  its  members,  who  share  highlights  of  their 
individual  healing  journeys.  Some  essays  are 
poignant  examples  of  how  the  contributors  tinned 
adversity  into  personal  victory.  Others  are  blood 
memories  that  are  awakened  by  an  incident  in  the 
present. 

The  coffee  table-style  hardcover  book  is 
titled  A  Fire  Under  the  Chickee  and  Other  Short 
Stories  by  the  Seminoles  of  Florida  and  their 
Descendants.  It  is  published  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  Health  Department  and  the  focus  is  holistic 
wellness.  The  project  received  funding  from  the 
Special  Diabetes  Program,  a  program  of  the  Indian 
Health  Services  Division  of  Diabetes  Treatment  and 
Prevention. 

The  format  of  incorporating  many  voices  is 
based  on  the  Healing  Circle  concept  of  First  Nations 
peoples  across  North  America.  In  the  Circle,  personal 
stories  are  shared  around  a  fire  with  the  objective  of 
healing  through  trust-building  and  disclosure.  That 
the  Seminole  Tribe  put  their  stories  into  print  is  a  tes¬ 
tament  to  their  determination  to  build  a  strong  com¬ 
munity  and  create  a  benchmark  of  where  they  are 
today.  It  is  also  a  gift  to  all  members  of  their  commu¬ 
nity  and  to  the  world  at  large. 

The  Seminoles  call  themselves  “The 
Unconquered”  and  they  live  like  champions,  taking 
charge  of  their  present  and  future,  and  reaching  into 
the  past  for  the  wisdom  of  the  ancestors  whose  lega¬ 
cy  of  independence  and  pride  they  strive  to  uphold. 
They  may  be  few  in  number,  about  3,300  citizens 
comprising  five 
communities  in  the 
state  of  Florida,  but 
their  visions  are 
huge,  their  ambi¬ 
tions  immense  and 
their  sense  of  reality 
rock  solid. 

Just  a  few 
decades  ago,  they 
endured  crippling 
poverty,  moving 
from  place  to  place 
wherever  shelter  and 
work  were  offered. 

Some  lived  as  fix¬ 
tures  in  amusement 
parks  and  others 
slept  in  the  bams  of 
solicitous  farmers. 

Still  their  spirits 
never  faltered. 

Under  a  spreading 
oak  tree  off  State 
Road  7  in 

Hollywood,  Fla.,  the 
straggling  tribal 
members  would 
gather  to  plan  their  survival.  Since  those  hungry 
days,  the  Seminoles  have  become  an  economic  force, 
their  youth  excelling  in  scholarship  and  sports,  their 
elders  tenaciously  nurturing  the  traditional  teachings, 
and  their  community  a  showcase  of  21st  century 
affluence.  The  Council  Oak  still  stands,  symbolic  in 
its  endurance,  strength  and  beauty. 

Yet  there  is  much  work  to  be  done,  and  the 
Seminoles  are  up  for  it.  Their  success  is  built  on 
what  is  best  for  the  community,  and  this  amazing 
new  book  is  an  example  of  their  commitment  to  that 
core  value.  Wellness,  in  their  vision,  is  based  on  the 
well-being  of  intellect,  body,  emotions  and  spirit.  The 
stories  in  this  collection  endorse  that  philosophy. 

They  are  also  a  reflection  of  First  Nations’  innate  ties 
to  the  Earth  and  respect  for  all  her  gifts.  The  book 
could  also  be  called  Native  American  Life  Skills  101. 

The  title  entry,  A  Fire  Under  the  Chickee,  is 
a  story  about  a  young  wife’s  dream  of  having  a  home 
with  a  traditional  chickee  in  her  backyard.  She  waits 
a  long  time  for  this  dream  to  come  true  and  when  it 
finally  happens,  she  is  thankful  for  a  place  to  gather 
with  her  children,  family  and  neighbors.  Diane  S. 
Smith  tells  her  story  with  humor  and  grace. 

In  Moving  Water,  Herbert  Jim  writes  about 
his  Seminole  name  and  how  the  name  reflects  his 
philosophy,  adapting  to  each  situation  that  arises,  be 
it  challenge  or  reward.  He  likens  his  life  journey  to 
water  flowing  to  the  ocean  and  always  arriving  there, 
no  matter  what  obstacles  get  in  the  way. 

Lee  Zepeda  talks  about  a  high  school 
teacher  who  advised  him  to  abandon  a  dream  of 


going  to  law  school  because  becoming  an  attorney 
was  very  difficult.  In  Words  of  Motivation,  he  talks 
about  going  to  university  and  majoring  in  social  serv¬ 
ices  and  history.  Later,  at  the  urging  of  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers,  he  got  a  law  degree.  Although  he  does  not  prac¬ 
tice  law,  he  says  the  training  is  applicable  to  many 
situations.  He  advises  young  people  to  follow  their 
dreams  and  know  they  can  make  them  come  true. 

Josephine  Motlow  North’s  Dad ’s  Advice  is  a 
tribute  to  communication  and  voice.  Sometimes 
words  are  essential,  but  at  other  times,  things  can  be 
communicated  without  language. 

Charles  Billie  Hiers,  Sr.  has  an  encounter 
with  a  herd  of  buffalo  and  is  transported  briefly  to 
another  time  in  Imagining  Buffalo.  The  earth  trem¬ 
bles  under  the  hooves  of  the  herd  and  Hiers  is  hum¬ 
bled  for  a  brief  moment  by  the  power  of  an  imagi¬ 
nary  stampede. 

In  The  Fried  Egg  Sandwich,  Jim  Osceola 
talks  about  how  his  son’s  diabetes  motivated  him  to 
give  up  a  lucrative  position  as  a  chef,  fulfilling  his 
lifelong  dream,  to  become  an  educator  in  healthful 
eating  for  the  people  in  the  community. 

Willie  Johns  writes  about  his  bout  with 
childhood  polio  and  how  the  lack  of  support  services 
on  the  reservation  forced  him  to  use  his  withered  legs 
to  take  care  of  himself.  In  his  contribution,  Luck,  he 
expresses  thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  become 
strong  and  to  play  sports,  while  a  pampered  patient 
he  knew  in  the  Florida  Hospital  for  Crippled 
Children  grew  up  weak  and  disabled.  Willie  Johns 
knows  he  could  easily  have  become  that  other  guy. 

In  Day  by  Day,  Minute  by  Minute,  Janice 
Billie  courageously 
talks  about  living 
with  addiction.  She 
draws  strength  from 
her  career,  commu¬ 
nity  and  family.  Like 
many  of  the  writers 
in  this  collection, 
Janice  talks  candidly 
about  straddling  two 
worlds.  The  feelings 
of  not  measuring  up 
are  forgotten  in  the 
embrace  of  a  loving 
family  and  a  sup¬ 
portive  community. 
In  other 

entries,  women  and 
men  write  about 
their  fitness  goals, 
their  families,  their 
heartbreaks  and  their 
victories.  Elders  talk 
about  the  wisdom 
from  their  ancestors 
and  how  the  tribe’s 
history  must  be 
remembered  and 
honored.  A  little  girl  talks  about  her  first  mutton- 
busting  ride  and  how  the  experience  made  her  more 
determined  to  ride  again  and  stay  on  the  next  time. 
Every  entry  is  powerful  and  a  testament  to  personal 
courage. 

The  first  half  of  the  book  contains  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  the  people,  accompanied  by  a  full-page  por¬ 
trait  of  each  writer  with  a  background  of  a  Florida 
landscape  or  Everglades  scenery.  The  second  half 
contains  biographies  of  the  contributors.  The  writing 
is  clear,  concise  and  conversational,  a  tribute  to  the 
editorial  skills  of  Tribal  members.  The  graphics  and 
layout,  by  Seminole  artists,  photographers  and  writ¬ 
ers,  are  unique  and  captivating. 

One  story  that  sums  up  the  spirit  of  this 
project  is  Beautiful  Wrinkles.  Jeannette  Cypress 
writes  about  her  grandmother,  a  traditional  healer, 
who  has  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  gallstone  surgery. 
The  grandmother  refuses  the  hospital’s  medicine  and 
asks  her  nervous  granddaughter  to  help  her  with  a 
traditional  ceremony.  Jeannette  lovingly  remembers 
her  aged  grandmother  with  her  beautiful  wrinkles  and 
white  hair,  but  mostly  she  recalls  her  words: 

There  is  a  lot  of  life  to  live. 

Choose  not  to  grow  old  and  life  will  not 
pass  you  by. 

Value  every  moment  of  life.  It  can  be  gone  in 
an  instant. 

Remember  the  hardships  of  our  ancestors. 

If  they  had  given  up,  where  would  we  be 

today? 
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Navajo  Artist’s  Vivid  Imagery 
Reflects  a  World  of  Rapid  Change 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

Artist  Will  Wilson  says  he  “loves  working 
with  images”  and  has  had  this  passion  from  an  early 
age.  “I  just  love  the  creative  process  ...  the  beauty.  I 
like  being  creative  and  working  with  my  hands,  creat¬ 
ing  imagery,  using  my  imagination.” 

Wilson  was  in  Hollywood  Feb.  24  to  give  a 
lecture  at  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee  Village. 

Bom  in  San  Francisco  in  1969,  Wilson  relo¬ 
cated  to  the  Navajo  reservation  in  northern  Arizona  at 
the  age  of  9.  He’s  now  a  professor  at  the  University  of 
Arizona  in  Tucson. 

Rather  than  reacting 
to  certain  issues  dear  to  him, 
as  he’s  done  in  the  past,  he 
now  feels  it  is  better  for  him 
to  be  more  proactive. 

“My  work  is  defi¬ 
nitely  nontraditional,”  Wilson 
said.  “It  focuses  on  tradition.” 

He  finds  categorizing  his  art 
somewhat  problematic 
because  it  implies  Native 
Americans  are  incapable  of 
incorporating  new  ideas  and 
methods  into  their  work, 

“even  though  we  live  in  the 
same  timeframe  as  everybody 
else.”  Wilson  even  references 
writer  James  Clifford,  “who 
writes  about  what’s  called  an 
ethnographic  present,”  which, 
the  artist  emphasized,  differs 
from  all  other  “presents.” 

“I  think  we  all  adopt 
new  technologies,”  he  said.  “I 
think  a  lot  of  times  about  pho¬ 
tography  because  traditional 
photography  uses  silver.  My 
grandfather  was  a  silversmith, 
he  worked  with  silver,  and  I 
think  in  a  way  I’m  employing 
silver,  too,  when  I’m  doing 
traditional  photography.  I  think  about  photography  as 
silversmithing.” 

For  two  years  during  the  Clinton  administra¬ 
tion,  Wilson  worked  as  a  photojoumalist  for  the 
Associated  Press.  While  playing  “ultimate  Frisbee,”  he 
met  the  managing  editor  of  the  AP,  who  suggested  he 
apply  for  a  vacant  position.  “It  was  an  amazing  oppor¬ 
tunity,”  the  artist  said.  “The  first  thing  I  did  was  get  a 
job  with  Tico  Times,  which  is  an  English-speaking 
newspaper.”  From  there  he  was  hired  by  the  head  of 
the  Associated  Press  in  the  area,  covering  important 
events.  “Every  week  I  would  go  to  some  really  cool 
locations,  had  lunch  with  the  president  -  Clinton  came 
down  here  -  and  it  was  all  because  I  had  this  press 
credential.  It  was  bizarre.  It  opened  a  lot  of  doors.” 

There  was  a  time,  though,  remembered 
Wilson,  when  it  was  either  a  life  in  art  or  another  sig¬ 
nificant  pursuit  altogether.  “When  I  was  a  senior  in 
college,”  the  artist  revealed,  “I  had  to  make  a  decision 
about  what  I  was  going  to  do,  what  kind  of  career  path 
I  was  going  to  head  down.”  He  had  always  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  attending  law  school;  attending  art  school  was 
another  great  concern.  And  Wilson,  an  avid  communi¬ 
ty  organizer,  has  “always  had  an  interest  in  politics.” 
However,  after  receiving  offers  from  the  top  three  art 
schools  in  the  country,  he  said,  the  final  decision  was 
a  lot  easier  to  make.  “It’s  definitely  hard  work,”  he 
said,  “but  there’s  more  freedom.” 

Addressing  installation  art,  just  one  of  the 
numerous  art  forms  he  works  in,  the  artist  said,  “I 
looked  at  a  lot  of  artists  that  used  installation  art  and  I 
was  pretty  excited  about  what  I  saw.”  He  has  also 
taught  sculpture.  He  now  teaches  photography  at  the 
University  of  Arizona  in  Tucson.  “I  definitely  work  in 
bursts,”  said  Wilson,  explaining  how  he  begins  a  news 
work,  “because  installations  are  pretty  time-consuming 
with  lots  of  labor.”  There’s  a  considerable  amount  of 
thought  incorporated  into  his  work.  There’s  reading 
and  observing  and  a  creative  fomenting  of  ideas. 

“I  try  to  be  disciplined  about  it,”  he  said. 

“I’m  always  collecting  information,  photographing, 
about  what  I  do.”  Sometimes  his  ideas  stew  for  years. 
And  “one  thing,  too,”  he  underlined,  “it’s  always  good 
to  have  a  deadline.” 

Wilson’s  early  years  in  San  Francisco  -  pri¬ 
marily  around  the  island  prison  of  Alcatraz  -  made  a 


deep  imprint  on  him,  and  have  certainly  shaped  the 
way  he  approaches  his  art  to  the  present.  “I  was  bom 
in  ’69,  and  Alcatraz  happened  that  same  year,”  Wilson 
pointed  out,  referring  to  the  occupation  of  the  prison 
by  a  group  calling  itself  “The  Indians  of  All  Tribes”  in 
late  November  1969. 

“My  mother  was  there,  and  she  used  to  take 
me  to  the  San  Francisco  Indian  Center.  She  never 
backed  down  from  who  she  was.  She  was  always  very 
proud  to  say  that  she  was  Navajo.  She  didn’t  take  any¬ 
thing  from  anybody.  There  was  a  lot  of  activism  going 
on,  a  lot  of  issues.”  These  days  Wilson  is  not  only  an 


artist  and  art  educator,  but  an  ardent  community 
organizer  as  well. 

Wilson  comes  from  a  family  of  artists.  “My 
mom  is  really  artistic,”  he  said.  “She  does  ceramics 
and  paintings.  My  dad  is  really  good  at  drawing.  My 
grandmother  and  aunt  are  weavers.  I  grew  up  watch¬ 
ing  them.  And  as  I  said  earlier,  my  grandfather  was  a 
silversmith.”  The  artist  is  also  interested  in  creating 
works  that  incorporate  the  Navajo  designs  that  happen 
in  weaving.  “It’s  interesting,  the  women,  they  don’t 
sketch  it  or  draw  it  out.  It  all  comes  from  their  heads. 
I’d  love  to  do  a  mural  with  glass  tiles  that  has  to  do 
with  Navajo  designs.” 

More  recently,  however,  Wilson’s  works  have 
dealt  with  disturbing  post-apocalyptic  imagery, 
addressing  deep  environmental  and  social  questions. 
One  of  them  is  called  “Auto  Immune  Response.” 
Wilson  explained,  “The  whole  idea  of  the  title  is  that 
a  lot  of  native  communities  are  afflicted  with  all  these 
diseases,  like  diabetes,  arthritis.  I  think  in  a  lot  of 
ways  it’s  genetic,  but  it’s  also  a  response  to  a  really 
intense  shift  in  economy  and  culture,  among  other 
things.” 

And  it’s  in  these  very  images  that  we  see 
Wilson’s  vision  of  a  devastated  environment.  And  an 
imagined  Navajo  man’s  way  of  coming  to  grips  and 
existing  still  with  the  loss. 

"It’s  happening  in  Indian  Country,  but  it’s 
happening  to  a  larger  extent  in  the  whole  United 
States,  and  in  a  lot  of  ways,  I  think  we  are  the  first  to 
see  it.”  But  according  to  the  artist,  the  installation  can 
also  be  about  an  inner  response,  as  in  an  autobiogra¬ 
phy  or  portrait.  The  apocalypse  is  a  metaphor  for  rapid 
change.  There’s  definitely  been  a  legacy  of  genocide 
in  Indian  Country.” 

The  artist  is  a  firm  believer  in  community 
involvement,  but  he  said,  “It’s  a  shame  that  creativity 
is  not  really  emphasized  in  the  broader  culture,  and  I 
think  that’s  filtering  into  Indian  Country.  It’s  more 
about  what  you  can  do  to  make  money.  I  think  we’ve 
got  to  work  against  that,  and  get  young  people 
involved  in  understanding  how  they  can  represent 
themselves,  about  their  histories,  and  about  how  they 
might  incorporate  themselves  into  histories.  They’re 
our  future.” 
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Alumni  Share  Vivid  Memories  of  Pioneer  Days 

Brighton  Indian  Day  School  Reunion 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The 

Brighton  Indian  Day  School 
Reunion  on  Feb.  16  brought 
together  for  the  first  time  many 
alumni  with  vivid  recollections 
of  earlier  days.  Former  class¬ 
mates  shared  memories  of  then- 
childhood  at  Brighton  growing 
up  together  in  a  one-room 
schoolhouse.  They  were  the 
courageous  children  who  pio¬ 
neered  for  this  community  its 
first  experience  in  public  school 
education. 

In  the  1930s,  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  understand¬ 
able  fear  and  hesitance  about 
going  to  the  white  man’s  schools. 
Many  Seminole  parents  did  not 
allow  their  children  to  go  to  the 
new  school.  Many  children  didn’t 
want  to  go.  Some  were  forced  to 
go  by  parents  who  understood 
how  important  the  opportunity 
would  be  for  their  children’s 
future. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  established  the 
Brighton  Indian  Day  School  in 
1938.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Boehmer,  the  teachers  who  came 
and  remained  for  nearly  30  years, 
were  kind  and  dedicated.  They 
were  beloved  by  all.  William 
Boehmer  was  also  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  superinten¬ 
dent.  The  school  closed  in  the 
1960s  and  since  then  the  Brighton 
children  have  attended  public 
schools  off-reservation. 

It  seems  fitting  this  casu¬ 
al  reunion  was  held  for  the  first 
time  on  the  opening  day  of  this 
year’s  69th  annual  Brighton  Field 
Days  because  it  was  the 
Boehmers  who  suggested  and 
organized  the  first  Field  Days. 

“We  didn’t  get  together 
with  those  living  at  Big  Cypress 
and  Hollywood  very  often 
because  of  the  distance,  and  this 
was  a  way  to  get  us  together,” 


Photo  from  archives  submitted  by  Geneva  Shore 

The  Brighton  Indian  Day  School 


(L-R)  Alice  Snow,  Jack  Micco  and  Lottie 
Baxley  are  among  the  alumni  who  attended  the 
Brighton  Indian  Day  School  the  first  year  it 
opened  in  1938. 


said  Stanlo  Johns,  who  emceed 
the  reunion  event. 

The  original  Field  Days, 
consisting  of  track  meets,  races 
and  games,  took  place  at  the 
schoolhouse.  The  Field  Days  were 
an  all-Indian  event  and  Seminoles 
gathered  from  all  the  reservations. 

The  first  year  it  was  at 
Brighton;  the  following  year  at 
Big  Cypress  and  then  Hollywood 
and  for  a  time  the  annual  event 
would  switch  back  and  forth. 

Soon,  non-Indian  friends  from 
surrounding  communities  came  to 
Brighton  in  droves  and  cars  were 
lined  up  all  along  the  road. 

Eventually  organizers 
decided  to  charge  admission  and 
start  selling  food  and  arts  and 
crafts.  Today,  Brighton  Field  Days 
is  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
Native  American  festivals  in  the 
state  with  the  Professional  Rodeo 
Cowboy  Association  rodeo  draw¬ 
ing  a  large  crowd. 

Reunion  organizers  Edna 
McDuffie,  Geneva  Shore, 

Dorothy  Tommie  and  Elsie 
Bowers  arranged  to  have  a  slide 
presentation  showing  many  pho¬ 
tographs  taken  during  those  early 
school  days.  William  Boehmer,  a 
prolific  photographer,  took  many 
of  the  photos  displayed  in  the 
slide  show.  Many  of  his  black- 
and-whites  of  Seminoles  are  in 
private  museums  and  collections 
today.  The  slides  were  prepared 
by  Seminole  Broadcasting  depart¬ 
ment. 

One  of  the  photos  depict¬ 
ed  Boehmer  helping  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  read  the  constitution  that 
officially  established  the  Seminole 
Tribe  in  1957.  Some  alumni 
remembered  how  the  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  were  asked  to  approve  it. 

President  Moses  Osceola 
especially  credited  the  educated 
Seminole  women  for  being 
important  in  the  Tribe’s  founding 
and  its  federal  recognition. 

“You  ladies  were  pretty 
instrumental  because  you  were 
able  to  read  and  write,”  he  said. 

Stanlo  Johns  was  able  to 
identify  many  of  the  faces  in  the 
photographs  but  he  asked  for  help 


of  the  alumni  who 
came  for  this  spe¬ 
cial  event.  The 
alumni  watched 
the  slide  show 
intently  trying  to 
place  the  faces  of 
childhood  friends. 

Many  have  passed 
on,  but  others  were 
sitting  in  the  room 
beside  them. 

“We  want 
to  remember  those 
old  times  and 
think  back  how  it 
was,”  Pastor 
Wonder  Johns 
said.  “We  are 

grateful  we  are  still  around  to 
remember.” 

Stanlo  Johns  said  the 
schoolhouse  was  one  of  the  first 
buildings  constructed  on  the 

reservation  and 


Photo  courtesy  of  Seminole  Broadcasting 

Geneva  Shore,  Maybel  Haught  and  Elsie  Bowers 


to  our  growth.” 

Alumni  took  time  to 
share  their  childhood  memories. 
Mabel  Haught  recalled  that  fry- 
bread  and  sofkee  were  always  on 
the  menu  at  school.  Ahnie 
Osceola  remembered  that  Mr. 
he  was  sad  to  Boehmer  started  a  horse  club,  and 
see  it  tom  down  children  used  to  ride  horses  three 
a  few  years  ago.  miles  from  the  school  to  Red 
He  added  he  Bam  Road.  Stanlo  Johns  recalled 
wishes  a  replica  the  dark  green  school  bus,  which 
of  the  building  was  driven  at  one  time  by  Jack 
could  be  built  Micco. 

and  tinned  into  a  Everyone  present  seemed 

museum  for  its  to  agree  that  it  would  be  good  to 
significance  to  start  a  tradition  and  have  a 
the  Tribe.  reunion  every  year.  Micco  sug- 

He  gested  Indian  Day  as  a  good  time 

recalled  that  in  for  the  get-together.  Someone 
those  days  of  suggested  that  the  students  at  the 
barefoot  inno-  new  charter  school  should  learn 

cence,  living  in  a  about  this  first  school  and  how 
chickee  at  the  elders  struggled  so  they  could 

Brighton  reserva-  have  a  better  life. 

Most  of  the  individuals 
who  attended  the  reunion  went  on 
to  succeed  as  educators,  business¬ 
men  and  -women  or  social  work¬ 
ers.  Many  went  from  that  tiny 
one-room  schoolhouse  to  attend 
college.  Most  of  these  graduates 
have  held  vital  leadership  roles  in 
their  churches  and  in  Tribal  gov¬ 
ernance. 

“It  is  good  to  remember 
our  roots,”  Stanlo  Johns  said. 
“This  opens  our  eyes  and  we  can 
see  what  we  have  done;  what  we 
have  accomplished.  We  can  still 
do  more.” 


tion  was  normal. 
Attending  school 
was  not. 

“There 
used  to  be  a 
taboo  against  education,”  he  said. 

Other  graduates  remem¬ 
bered  how  the  teacher  would 
scrub  their  faces  with  lye  soap 
and  make  them  sit  down  to  eat 
breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  That 
wasn’t  normal  either.  In  Seminole 
tradition  the  food  was  always 
cooking  and  ready  to  eat  in  the 
pots  and  pans  over  the  fire  pit. 
People  didn’t  eat  at  special  times 
of  the  day.  They  ate  when 
they  were  hungry. 

President  Moses 
Osceola  attended  the  reunion 
as  a  guest,  but  not  as  an 
alumnus. 

“You  were  the  ones 
who  started  the  school 
process  for  the  Seminole  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  told  the  alumni. 

“You  took  the  first  big  step 
because  historically  educa¬ 
tion  was  not  the  way  of  our 
people.  You  all  took  that  ulti¬ 
mate  step  forward  and  I  want 
to  thank  you  and  commend 
you  for  that. 

“We  have  always 
been  an  adaptable  people 
who  took  what  we  could  to 
help  us  and  you  have  made 
education  an  important  key 


Photo  courtesy  of  Seminole  Broaodcasting 

Stanlo  Johns  speaks  of  the  past. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Reunion  organizers  (L-R)  Elsie  Bowers,  Edna  McDuffie, 
Geneva  Shore  and  Dorothy  Tommie 


NNAYI  Seeks  Applications  For  Summer  Youth  Program 


Submitted  by  Lucinda  Myers, 

Program  Director 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Association  of 
American  Indian  Physicians  (AAIP)  is  now  accepting 
applications  for  the  10th  Annual  National  Native 
American  Youth  Initiative  (NNAYI)  Program  to  be 
held  in  Washington,  D.C.  June  23-July  1,  2007. 
American  Indian/Alaskan  Native  (AI/AN)  high  school 
students  16-18  who  have  an  interest  in  health  careers 
and/or  biomedical  research  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

NNAYI ’s  curriculum  is  designed  to  prepare 
students  to  remain  in  the  academic  pipeline  and  pursue 
a  career  in  health  services  and/or  biomedical  research. 


In  addition,  students  learn  about  mentoring  and  shad¬ 
owing  opportunities  with  AAIP  member  physicians. 

AAIP  is  also  accepting  applications  for  coun¬ 
selors  21  and  older  to  accompany  the  students  and 
serve  as  role  models  during  the  nine-day  program. 
AI/AN  college  students  and  health  professionals  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

Applications  must  be  postmarked  by  April 
20.  For  more  information,  contact  Lucinda  Myers, 
NNAYI  program  director,  at  lmeyers@aaip.org  or 
(405)  946-7072.  Eligibility  and  application  require¬ 
ments  are  available  at 
www. aaip.org/programs/nnayi/nnayi.htm. 


The  Twelfth  Annual  Exemplary  Institute 

April  24-27,  2007,  Park  Pinza  Hold,  Albuquerque 
<♦  Two  Keynote  Speakers,  national  experts  in  Indian  education 
■5*  Workshop*  by  2D  tAcmptnry  Program*  in  Indian  liduealion 
-5-  Oi'ilhering  of  Nations  Paw  Wow  inmedinlcly  Following 
Two  full  days  of  training  on  April  24-2$,  2007  {optional) 

<*  Indian  Education  Job  Pair.  April  25.  2007  (optional) 

■>  Awards  banquet  April  27,  2007,  Exemplary  Program  of  Ihc  Year,  Principal 
oFlhe  Year,  Counselor  of  the  Year,  new  Exemplary  programs 

F’xemplnry  Programs  In  Indian  I'ducnliHiu  nre  I nmxfnrm ing  Indian  ciliirjfiiui. 
Schools  llial  used  to  have  7W  dropouts  Ivnvc  reduced  it  to  below  104i,  Schools  tlmt 
used  to  have  all  their  lest  scores  below  the  20l>  percentile  now  have  their  scores 
above  The  ?$|ih  petccntjlc.  School*  that  used  to  graduate  $0%  of  vtudcrtt*  ate  now 
graduating  Schools  Thai  sent  10%  of  students  to  college  now  send  80%, t . 

Conic  learn  how  they  do  it.  Call,  fax.  write,  or  e-mail  For  more  information. 
Dr.  Dean  Cliaveta.  Coordinator,  “ntc  Exemplary  Institute,  R2O0  Mountain  Road. 
NE,  Suite  203,  Albuquerque  NM  871  ID,  (505)  2*2-2351,  lax  262-0534,  e-mail 
CT  l>4  DeanCha  verstfijaol.com. 


Family  Senices  Department  is  besting 
Parenting  c  lasses  to  the  hig  cypress  community, 
with  an  emphasis  on  traJititmal  Seminole 
values. 

When;  Every  Thursday  from  l:OU  to  2:0(lpm- 

For  more  information  and  start  date  please 
contact  Betty  (a) 


GET  THE  LOOK  ! 


JR  SEAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 


M-F  9am  -  6pm  f  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  /  SAT  9am  -  3pm 

4721  RAVENSWOOD  RD  /  FT  LAUDER  DALET  FL  33312 


(954)  981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981-3401 
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Hollywood  Kids  and  Teens 
Enjoy  a  Magical  Night 

Youth  Center  Valentine’s  Ball 


By  Gina  Allardyce 

HOLLYWOOD — Approximately 
50  young  people  from  6  to  16  gathered  on 
Feb.  12  at  the  Seminole 


heart-shaped  entryway.  Miss  Blueberry 
Muffin  painted  little  faces  while  Rich 
Tieger  amused  his  audience  with  balloon 
animals,  hats,  people,  wrist  pieces  and 


other  examples  of  his 
balloon  artistry. 
Magician  Jack 
Maxwell  mesmer¬ 
ized  everyone  for  a 
full  hour  with  his 
cool  tricks. 

It  was  a  splen¬ 
did  night  for  the 
kids.  They  all 
seemed  to  have 
a  great  time, 
and  received 
Valentine’s  Day  gifts  as  they  departed. 

Pat  Henderson,  director  of  the 
Youth  Center,  and  her  staff  put  on  a  great 
Valentine’s  Ball. 


Immokalee  Preschoolers  Learn 
About  Stranger  Danger 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Stranger 
Danger  Program  is  probably  one  of  the 
most  important  ones  that  can  be  introduced 
at  the  preschool  level.  Seminole  Police 
Department  (SPD)  Officers  L.T.  Faherty, 
Michelle  Clay  and  Laura  Herran  visited  the 
Immokalee  Preschool  on  March  1  to 
enlighten  the  students. 

The  youngsters  sat  mesmerized  by 
the  video  which  taught  the  do’s  and  don’ts 
of  safety  when  visiting  public  places.  The 
film  is  designed  as  a  teaching  aid  for  ele¬ 
mentary  and  preschool.  Its  characters 
delivered  their  messages  in  a  manner  easily 
understood  by  the  younger  set.  The  kids 
particularly  liked  the  lady  with  the  little 
dog,  which  made  them  laugh. 

Interacting  with  the  children,  the 
officers  stressed  the  importance  of  staying 
close  to  parents  or  supervising  adults  when 
in  stores,  streets  and  public  places.  Never 
run  on  ahead  or  lag  behind  because  this  is 
an  invitation  to  very  serious  danger,  they 
advised. 


These  six  rules  are  very  easily 
taught  to  small  children,  who  should 
receive  reminders  at  regular  intervals: 

1 :  Never  take  rides  from  strangers; 

2:  Never  take  gifts  from  strangers; 

3:  Always  go  straight  home  after 
school; 

4:  Always  let  your  parents  know 
where  you  are; 

5:  Always  get  help  if  there  is  trouble 

6:  Never  open  the  door  to  strangers. 
SPD  has  a  very  good  relationship 
with  the  entire  Immokalee  community  and 
the  little  children  feel  very  comfortable  in 
the  officers’  presence.  They  were  quick  to 
respond  to  the  officers’  questions  and 
seemed  to  benefit  immensely  from  the 
teaching  session. 

Now  that  the  class  is  over,  it  is 
time  for  parents  to  reinforce  the  rules 
above.  It  is  very  important  to  talk  to  your 
children  and  grandchildren  about  safety 
and  remind  them  about  which  adults  they 
can  run  to  in  time  of  need  and  which  ones 
to  avoid. 


Youngsters  Attend  Valentine 
Sweethearts  Party 


Judy  Weeks 

Immokalee  Preschoolers  and  staff  enjoyed  a  Happy  Valentine’s  Day. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  staff  of 
the  Immokalee  Preschool  prepared  a 
Valentine’s  Day  Party  for  their  little  sweet¬ 
hearts  on  Feb.  14. 

First  thing  in  the  morning  they 
passed  out  Valentine’s  cards.  Like  all  chil¬ 
dren,  these  preschoolers  love  getting  mail 
and  were  very  happy  opening  the 
envelopes  and  showing  each  other  the 
cards. 

Then  it  was  off  to  the  dining  room 
where  they  were  given  an  opportunity  to 
decorate  cookies  and  cupcakes.  They 
enjoyed  themselves  immensely  as  they 
spread  frosting  on  each  item  and  then  cov¬ 
ered  it  with  little  decorations.  Before  long 


the  room  was  filled  with  little  frosted 
hands  and  faces  as  the  children  turned  the 
baked  goods  into  works  of  art. 

Following  a  short  break  and  major 
cleanup,  the  youngsters  created  a 
Valentine’s  Sweetheart  paper  plate.  As  they 
did  with  all  the  arts  and  crafts,  they  dove 
into  the  project  with  lots  of  enthusiasm. 
Before  long  the  room  was  filled  with 
laughter  and  giggles  as  they  each 
expressed  themselves  artistically. 

After  sharing  a  wholesome  lunch, 
Valentine  treats  were  distributed.  The 
Immokalee  Preschool  Staff  would  like  to 
thank  the  parents  who  donated  for  the 
party  and  who  came  to  be  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  on  their  special  day. 


Emma  Brown 

2007  Close  Up  Program  attendees 


Seminole  Students  Attend  Close  Up  Program 


By  Emma  Brown 

WASHINGTON  —  High  school  students  from 
the  Immokalee,  Fort  Pierce,  Hollywood  and  Brighton 
reservations  traveled  to  the  nation’s  capital  to  attend  the 
Close  Up  Program  held  Feb.  11-17. 

Every  year  the  Seminole  Tribe  sends  students  to 
participate  in  this  program,  an  exciting  and  invigorating 
weeklong  study  visit  to  Washington,  D.C.  They  have  the 
opportunity  to  experience  their  government  and  the  polit¬ 
ical  process  firsthand,  and  get  an  inside  look  at  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  places  that  make  Washington  unique. 

Students  from  the  United  Southern  and  Eastern 
Tribes,  or  USET,  attend  the  Close  Up  Program  during 
impact  week,  which  is  the  week  of  the  National  USET 
Convention.  This  allows  the  students  to  have  meetings 
with  their  leading  officials  and  directors  and  share  with 
them  their  ideas  and  thoughts  about  their  communities. 

Students  engage  in  a  learning  adventure  like  no  other, 
filled  with  active  participation,  peer  interaction  and  fun. 

The  Close  Up  Program  is  designed  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  become  active  citizens  and  leam  how  to  influence 
their  community,  state  and  nation.  Students  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  are  taken  to  explore  the  corridors  of  Capitol  Hill, 
visit  monuments  and  museums,  and  attend  daily  sessions 
in  which  they  exchange  viewpoints  on  current  issues  affecting 
their  nation  and  community.  The  program  offers  a  rare  glimpse  of 
government  in  action,  both  at  the  Tribal  and  national  levels. 

This  year  the  students  put  together  a  few  community 
action  plans  that  were  endorsed  by  many  Tribal  USET  members 
all  along  the  Eastern  seaboard.  The  Seminole  students  focused  on 
the  importance  of  preserving  their  culture  and  language. 

Close  Up  is  not  all  work  though.  The  students  enjoyed 


nights  out  to  attend  a  play  and  celebrate  with  a  final  banquet  and 
dance.  The  Seminole  students  gained  the  friendship  of  many  other 
Native  Americans  from  USET  tribes,  and  these  new  friends  could 
someday  become  valuable  contacts  for  conducting  positive  Tribal 
business. 

Any  high  school  student  wishing  to  attend  next  year’s 
Close  Up  Program  should  contact  the  education  adviser  at  his  or 
her  reservation. 


(L-R)  Damen  Bert,  Emily  Cortez,  Summer  Billie  and  Jasper  Thomas 
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For  the  Best 
Deal  in  Town 
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Call 

Hector  Isabel 
593-2586 


❖  Seminole  /  Miccosukee  Special  ❖ 
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COME  AND  SEE  THE  ALL  NEW  FORD  MUSTANG,  FREESTYLE,  &  FORD  FIVE  HUNDRED 
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MORE  THAN  200  USED  CARS  IN  INVENTORY  INCLUDING  THE  HARD-TO-FIND  F350’S! 
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Free  27  Pt.  Inspection  with  any  service!  A  $39.95  Value! 

{ask  for  details) 

*  Friendly  ft  Professional  service  *  Weekday  ft  Saturday  hours 

-  Factory  Certified  ASE  Trained  Technicians  *  Ford  Quality  Parts 

*  12  month  Warranty  on  all  Parts  ft  Labor  *  Courtesy  Shuttle  Hours 

*  Convenient  Location 


jpt- 

8655  Pines  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida  33024 


(954)  443-7000 

Buy  Online  At:  www.worldfordpines.com! 


Wf+ 


Sales  Hours:  Mon. -Sal.  Oam-Spm,  Sun.  11nm-7pm  ■  Service  Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  7nm-7pm,  Sot.  7am-4pm 
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Health  Comer  *  Chah-nee-ken  chao-ke  *  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


Employees  Step  Up  For  Better  Health 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Feb.  15  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida’s  Allied  Health  department  program 
invited  all  Hollywood 


employees  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  walk  around 
the  workplace. 
Thousands  of  people 
around  Broward 
County  took  15  min¬ 
utes  to  show  their 
commitment  to  better 
health. 

Brenda 

Bordogna  and  Tina 
Mennella  work  hard 
trying  to  find  health¬ 
conscious  programs 
to  encourage  Tribal 
citizens  as  well  as 
employees  to  focus 
on  their  health.  So 
Hollywood  Tribal 
employees  walked 
around  the  parking  lot 
in  their  work  attire 
along  with  their  best 
walking  shoes. 

Step  Up 

Florida  is  a  program 


affiliated  with  the  Broward  County  Health 
Department.  The  employees  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  stepped  up  to  the  challenge. 


Employees  zoom  around  the  parking  lot  at  full  speed. 


The 


Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  senior 
citizens’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his 
own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  I  have  to  have  cataract  surgery  and  I’m 
a  little  frightened.  Should  I  be? 

A:  I  don’t  know  anyone  who  isn’t  a  little 
frightened  by  surgery  of  any  kind,  but  cataract 
removal  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  effective  types 
of  surgery.  It’s  also  one  of  the  most  common  opera¬ 
tions  performed  in  the  United  States.  About  9  out  of 
10  people  who  have  the  surgery  have  improved 
vision. 

A  cataract  is  a  clouding  of  the  lens,  the 
clear  part  of  the  eye  that  helps  focus  images  like  the 
lens  in  a  camera.  Cataracts  can  blur  images  and  dis¬ 
color  them. 

Most  cataracts  are  related  to  aging.  By  age 
80,  more  than  half  of  all  Americans  either  have  a 
cataract  or  have  had  cataract  surgery.  There  are  other 
causes  of  cataracts  such  as  diabetes,  eye  injury,  radi¬ 
ation  and  surgery  for  other  eye  problems. 

Cataracts  tend  to  worsen  gradually.  The 
clear  lens  slowly  changes  to  a  yellowish/brownish 
color,  adding  a  brownish  tint  to  vision.  If  you  have 
advanced  lens  discoloration,  you  may  not  be  able  to 
identify  blues  and  purples. 

The  most  common  symptoms  of  a  cataract 
are:  blurred  images,  faded  colors,  glare,  poor  night 
vision,  double  vision  and  frequent  prescription 
changes  in  your  eyeglasses  or  contact  lenses.  If  you 
have  any  of  these  symptoms,  see  your  doctor, 
because  they  can  be  signs  of  other  eye  problems. 


The  symptoms  of 

early  cataract  may  be  improved  with  new 
eyeglasses,  brighter  lighting,  anti-glare  sunglasses  or 
magnifying  lenses.  If  these  measures  do  not  help, 
surgery  is  the  only  effective  treatment.  The  surgeon 
removes  the  cloudy  lens  and  replaces  it  with  a  plas¬ 
tic  lens. 

Like  every  other  kind  of  surgery,  there  are 
risks  to  cataract  surgery  such  as  infection  and  bleed¬ 
ing.  Serious  infection  can  diminish  vision.  Cataract 
surgery  slightly  increases  your  risk  of  retinal  detach¬ 
ment,  a  serious  condition  that  demands  emergency 
treatment  to  prevent  permanent  impairment  or  even 
blindness.  The  retina  is  a  light-sensitive  membrane 
lining  the  inner  eyeball;  it  is  connected  to  the  brain 
by  the  optic  nerve. 

The  operation  usually  lasts  less  than  one 
hour  and  is  almost  painless.  After  the  operation,  a 
patch  may  be  placed  over  the  eye.  Most  people  who 
have  cataract  surgery  can  go  home  the  same  day.  In 
most  cases,  healing  will  be  complete  within  eight 
weeks. 

What  can  you  do  about  cataracts?  Wearing 
sunglasses  and  a  hat  with  a  brim  to  block  ultraviolet 
sunlight  may  help  delay  cataract.  If  you  smoke,  stop. 
Researchers  also  believe  good  nutrition  can  help 
reduce  the  risk  of  age-related  cataract.  They  recom¬ 
mend  eating  green  leafy  vegetables,  fruit,  and  other 
foods  with  antioxidants. 

If  you  are  60  or  older,  you  should  have  a 
comprehensive  dilated  eye  exam  at  least  once  every 
two  years.  In  addition  to  cataract,  your  eye  care  pro¬ 
fessional  can  check  for  signs  of  age-related  macular 
degeneration,  glaucoma,  and  other  vision  disorders. 
Early  treatment  for  many  eye  diseases  may  save 
your  sight. 


Ask  The  Counselo 


H-h  W-fTLkJ  Hrtlch  C*un«Gnj 

Dear  Counselor, 

My  name  is  Clara.  I  don’t  really  have  a 
problem.  My  question  is  about  a  word  —  I  have  no 
idea  what  it  means.  Every  time  I  hear  the  word  it 
confuses  me.  The  word  is  wisdom.  Does  it  mean 
smart,  common  sense,  intelligent,  bright,  street 
savvy,  or  something  else? 

The  other  day  my  mom  told  me  I  need 
more  wisdom;  at  age  18  1  thought  I  had  wisdom. 
Please  explain. 

Signed, 

Perplexed 

Dear  Perplexed, 

Today  we  live  in  a  society  where  we  hear 
about  being  street  savvy,  or  having  good  common 
sense.  But  we  really  hear  about  wisdom.  Wisdom 
involves  going  against  that  which  is  conventional. 

A  classic  definition  of  wisdom  is  the  right 
use  of  knowledge.  Not  all  knowledgeable  people  are 
wise. 


Perplexed,  your 
mom  is  on  the  right 
track.  She  is  sharing  with 
you  that  wisdom  is 
supreme  and  extraordinary.  Wisdom  rises  above  the 
conventional.  It  is  something  to  be  attained.  Wisdom 
is  a  spiritual  concept. 

Wisdom  is  developing  a  solid  relationship 
with  a  higher  power  —  meaning  your  decisions  are 
guided  by  a  standard  of  ethics.  Today  as  you  ponder 
the  use  of  good  behavior  in  your  life,  your  home  and 
your  relationships,  you  must  understand  that  you 
will  not  be  able  to  live  an  honorable  life  without 
understanding  the  meaning  of  wisdom. 

Perplexed,  wisdom  comes  more  from  living 
than  from  studying.  Your  mom  is  a  wise  mom.  She 
is  telling  you  that  wisdom  is  the  peace  of  knowing 
yourself,  respecting  the  past  and  remembering  the 
struggles  of  your  ancestors. 

Signed, 

The  Counselor 


What  are  Carbohydrates? 


Submitted  by  the  Allied  Health  Department 

Over  the  last  couple  of  years  carbohydrates, 
often  called  “carbs,”  have  been  getting  a  lot  of  bad 
publicity.  The  truth  is  carbohydrates  are  necessary  for 
overall  good  health.  A  quick  review  of  which  foods 
contain  carbohydrates  and  how  they  are  used  by  the 
body  will  help  in  understanding  that  all  carbs  are  not 
created  equal. 

Carbohydrates  are  one  of  the  three  micronu¬ 
trients.  Along  with  protein  and  fat,  carbohydrates  con¬ 
tain  carbon,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen 
atoms.  There  are  two  types  of  car¬ 
bohydrates  in  foods:  simple  and 
complex. 

In  general,  simple 
carbs  are  so  named  because 
they  are  made  up  of  mono¬ 
saccharides  and  disaccha¬ 
rides.  These  include 
sugars  such  as  fruit 
sugar  (fructose),  com 
or  grape  sugar  (dex¬ 
trose  or  glucose), 
and  table  sugar 
(sucrose).  Complex 
carbs  are  made  up 
of  polysaccharides, 
which  are  much  big¬ 
ger,  more  “complex”  mol¬ 
ecules. 

Simple  sugars  were  con¬ 
sidered  bad  and  complex  carbohy¬ 
drates  were  considered  good.  But 
that  isn’t  the  whole  picture. 

Carbohydrates  provide  us 
with  energy  for  daily  living.  Energy  needed  for  normal 
body  functions  such  as  heartbeat,  breathing  and  diges¬ 
tion  and  for  physical  activity  and  exercise.  Foods  that 
contain  carbohydrates  -  fruits,  vegetables,  beans, 
grains,  dairy  products  and  sugars  -  provide  the  body 
with  essential  nutrients.  These  include  vitamins  C  and 
E,  most  of  the  B  vitamins,  potassium,  carotenoids  and 
other  beneficial  phytochemicals  and  fiber. 

The  body  breaks  down  all  carbohydrates  in 
much  the  same  way.  All  carbohydrates  are  broken 
down  into  simple  sugars  and  absorbed  into  the  blood¬ 
stream.  As  the  sugar  level  rises  in  the  blood,  the  pan¬ 
creas  releases  the  hormone  insulin.  Insulin  moves 


sugar  from  the  blood  into  the  cells,  where  it  can  be 
used  for  energy.  Fiber  is  an  exception.  It  isn’t  broken 
down  into  sugar  molecules,  so  it  actually  passes 
through  the  body  undigested. 

Not  all  carbs  are  equal.  Despite  the  recent 
craze  for  low-carb  diets,  not  all  foods  containing  car¬ 
bohydrates  are  bad.  When  trying  to  lose  weight,  try  to 
eat  more  of  the  “skinny”  carbs  that  don’t  have  many 
calories,  such  as  fresh  fruits  and  non-starchy  vegeta¬ 
bles  like  lettuce,  tomatoes,  carrots  and  broccoli.  Also 
try  to  eat  more  whole  grains  such  as  oatmeal,  barley, 
brown  rice,  whole  wheat  pasta  and  beans. 

Eat  fewer  of  the  high-calorie  carbs  such 
as  ice  cream,  french  fries,  cakes,  cookies, 
donuts,  sweetened  cereals, 
potato  chips,  crackers, 
cheesecake  and  candy 
bars. 

What  about 
people  who  are  dia¬ 
betic?  People  with 
diabetes  should  eat 
a  balanced  diet 
including  smaller 
servings  of  carbohy¬ 
drates.  The  amount 
of  carbohydrates  in 
meals  has  a  great 
impact  on  blood  glu¬ 
cose  levels.  These 
foods  -  rice,  breads, 
tortillas,  crackers,  cereal, 
fruit,  juice,  milk,  yogurt, 
potatoes,  com,  peas  and  sweets 
-  are  high  in  carbohydrates  and  raise  blood  sugar  lev¬ 
els  the  most. 

By  eating  regular  meals  and  spreading  carbo¬ 
hydrate  foods  evenly  throughout  the  day,  it  becomes 
easier  to  maintain  energy  levels  without  causing  blood 
glucose  levels  to  rise.  Many  people  with  diabetes  also 
need  to  take  medication  to  help  control  their  blood 
sugar. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  nutritionist 
at  your  reservation.  Brighton:  Beth  Morlang  (863) 
763-0271,  Ext.  144,  Hollywood:  Doris  Mir  (954)  965- 
1300,  Ext.  Ill,  Big  Cypress:  Sue  Fundingsland  (863) 
983-5798,  Ext.  118,  Immokalee:  Charlotte  Porcaro 
(239)  867-3400,  Ext.  327. 


Q:  Where  I  live  in  Connecticut,  our 
highways  are  “parking  lots”  many  times  a  day. 
Isn’t  this  an  ideal  situation  for  public  transit? 
Why  isn’t  it  happening? 

—  John  Moulton,  Stamford,  CT 

An  increasing  number  of  public  transit 
options  are  coming  online  throughout  North 
America,  but  those  of  you  idling  along  bumper-to- 
bumper  in  your  cars  might  not  know  it.  Indeed,  lack 
of  knowledge  about  public  transportation  options 
may  be  the  largest  impediment  to  widespread 
acceptance  of  more  efficient  ways  of  getting  around. 
Driving  your  own  car  back  and  forth  to  work  every 
day  is  not  as  convenient  as  it  once  was,  and  public 
transit  options  are  now  faster  and  undoubtedly  gen¬ 
erate  less  stress  and  pollution. 

In  Connecticut,  the  state-owned  CTTRAN- 
SIT  moves  27  million  people  a  year  on  well- 
appointed  local  and  express  buses  serving  all  metro 
areas.  And  two  full-service  commuter  rail  lines, 
Metro-North  and  Shore  Line  East,  routinely  take 
riders  longer  distances.  Similar  services  are  avail¬ 
able  in  many  urban  and  suburban  areas  across  the 
United  States.  Municipal  Web  sites  are  the  best 
place  to  find  transit  options,  routes  and  schedules. 

The  best  thing  to  happen  to  encourage  pub¬ 
lic  transit  usage  has  been  high  gas  prices.  Over  the 
last  year,  the  average  price  of  regular  unleaded  gas 
rose  in  the  U.S.  by  76  cents,  with  prices  now  $3  or 
more  almost  everywhere.  And  transit  agencies 
report  a  correlation  between  high  gas  prices  and 
increased  ridership.  The  Utah  Transit  Authority  says 
ridership  is  up  50  percent  from  last  year  on  a  19- 
mile  light-rail  system  in  Salt  Lake  City.  And 
Washington,  D.C.’s  Metrorail  has  seen  some  of  its 
busiest  days  ever  dining  the  last  few  months.  In 
Canada,  ridership  has  risen  as  much  as  10  percent  in 
cities  like  Vancouver  and  Winnipeg  in  step  with  ris¬ 
ing  gas  prices,  though  cars  remain  the  travel  option 
of  choice  in  the  country’s  eastern  cities. 

According  to  the  American  Public 


Transportation  Association,  14  million  Americans 
use  one  or  another  form  of  public  transportation 
every  weekday,  while  about  17  million  people  drive 
their  cars  instead.  The  organization  estimates  that 
public  transit  ridership  has  grown  by  as  much  as  22 
percent  —  faster  than  highway  or  air  travel  —  since 
1995.  And  a  recently  conducted  Harris  Poll  conclud¬ 
ed  that  the  American  public  would  like  to  see  rail- 
based  public  transit  “have  an  increasing  share  of 
passenger  transportation.” 

Meanwhile,  Canadians  have  embraced  pub¬ 
lic  transit  even  more  than  their  neighbors  to  the 
south.  An  estimated  12  million  Canadians,  including 
more  than  a  fifth  of  all  commuters  in  Toronto,  use 
some  form  of  public  transit.  Transportation  analyst 
Paul  Schimek  found  that  public  transit  use  is  almost 
twice  as  high  per  capita  in  Canada  as  in  the  U.S. 
Also,  car  use  in  Canada  is  almost  20  percent  lower 
per  capita.  Schimek  attributes  the  differences  to  tra¬ 
ditionally  higher  gas  prices  as  well  as  more  compact 
urban  development  than  in  the  U.S. 

Analysts  point  to  the  strength  of  the 
American  “highway  lobby”  as  the  reason  Americans 
have  been  slow  to  embrace  public  transit.  Lobbyists 
have  worked  directly  with  lawmakers  over  the  years 
to  encourage  road  building  and  private  automobile 
use  to  achieve,  in  the  words  of  a  General  Motors  ad 
of  days  gone  by,  the  “American  dream  of  freedom 
on  wheels.”  In  Connecticut,  some  urban  planners 
have  been  pushing  the  idea  of  turning  crowded 
Interstate  95  into  a  double-decker  highway  in  places 
to  ease  congestion. 

CONTACTS:  American  Public 
Transportation  Association,  www.apta.com; 
Canadian  Urban  Transit  Association,  www.cutaac- 
tu.ca. 

Got  an  environmental  question?  Send  it  to: 
EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine,  PO. 
Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  06881;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.emagazine .  com/  earthtalk/archive  s  .php . 


T HE  POLICE  KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  -  DO  YOU? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990 1  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tlho  hirtmfi  Of  an  »t»r nay  15  an  imjwruni  dWfiqn  ihai  should  net  bo  based  soWy 
upon  udwtiwmeini  Fichitd  CauliNn  wurkoti  as  «  Public  Defender  m  Bpinl 
County  Irom  190O-TS96  and  has  bean  in  prorate  practice  tor  nine  years. 

In  193&  ho  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Attorney  or  the  year.  Ho  graduated  from 
Capital  University  In  I9fl9  and  was  admitted  te  lha  Florida  Bar  m  i960. 

Federal  Bar  In  1992.  and  Federal  Trial 'Bar  in  1994. 
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My  Father,  Alan  Jumper:  An  Essay 


By  Elgin  Juniper 

“Say  it  loud,  say  it  clear  ...” 

— “The  Living  Years”  by  Mike  and  the  Mechanics, 
1988 

I’ve  been  working  on  this  portrait  of  my 
father,  Alan  Jumper,  ever  since  the  closing  months  of 
2006,  working  from  a  photo  taken  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino,  where  my  father  had 
arranged  a  book  launch  party  for  me  to  celebrate  the 
publication  of  “Nightfall,”  my  chapbook  of  poetry.  I 
must  say  I  do  cherish  it  because  the  painting  shows 
him  smiling.  The  photo  was  taken  several  days  before 
a  severe  car  accident  left  him  extremely  weakened. 

And  yet  I  can  still  recall  this  man,  my  father, 
laboring  vigorously  in  the  hot  South  Florida  sun.  I  can 
still  recall  him  wresthng  alligators  before  fascinated 
crowds.  But  I  couldn’t  begin  to  tell  you  all  the  places 
he  built  his  huts,  or  won  his  alligator  wrestling  con¬ 
tests.  No  one  else  back  then  dared  to  open  the  gator’s 
jaws  wide,  let  alone  venture  to  peek  in  and  have  a 
quick  glance  or  two  like  he  did  that  time  in  Moore 
Haven  when  I  was  5  or  6  years  old.  Indeed,  I  remem¬ 
ber  well  watching  my  dad  as  he  did  those  impressive 
endeavors.  But  just  as  I  had  battles  with  alcohol  in  the 
past,  my  father  had  his  own  battles  with  the 
drink,  that  is  until  that  weary  time  when  it  all 
had  to  cease,  at  long  last,  so  that  new,  more 
meaningful  chapters  of  life  could  be  inaugurat¬ 
ed. 

Seminole  Gaming  commenced  in  1980 
and  with  it  a  job  for  my  father,  calling  out  num¬ 
bers  for  Bingo  players.  I  remember  him  coming 
home  from  work  late  at  night.  He’d  tell  my 
mom,  Eva  Billie,  when  they  were  still  married, 
about  winners  and  losers,  and  although  he 
doesn’t  smoke  cigarettes,  there  was  always  that 
pungent  scent  of  cigarette  smoke  about  him. 

He  told  me  once  about  his  father,  my 
grandfather,  a  wealthy  man  for  a  time,  working 
in  pelts  and  arts  and  crafts,  and  recently  he 
showed  me  a  rather  large  photograph  of  the 
man,  which  was  hanging  in  a  restricted  corridor 
of  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  Up  to  that 
time  I  hadn’t  known  what  he  looked  like,  and 
though  I  hadn’t  known  him,  still  I  had  respect 
for  him.  He  had  been  a  man  of  means,  and  ever 
resourceful.  And  before  my  dad  showed  me 
grandfather’s  image  that  day,  he  had  been  a 
distant  mystery  intricately  wrapped  in  the  faintest  veil 
of  remoteness. 

We  moved  from  Big  Cypress  to  the 
Hollywood  reservation  when  I  was  5  years  old,  and  it 
seems  my  dad  even  drove  our  school  bus  for  a  while. 
And  that’s  an  experience  in  itself,  let  me  tell  you,  for 
you  can  never  say  you  don’t  have  a  ride  to  class  —  no, 
you  can’t  use  that  one  —  and  you’d  have  to  find 
another  way  out  of  it,  in  those  formative  years  that 


commercials  and  I  even  went  with  him  on  several 
occasions.  I  remember  sitting  on  a  plane  in  ’86,  while 
actors  and  actresses  uttered  their  lines  near  an  old 
hangar  at  the  Fort  Lauderdale  International  Airport.  I 
smile  admiringly  when  I  think  back  on  those  days.  He 
seems  to  have  always  been  doing  something  like  that, 
and  I’m  acquainting  myself  today  with  that  same  exact 
energy  and  vigor  and  enthusiasm. 

My  dad  has  experienced  his  own  highs  and 
lows,  yes,  and  I’m  trying  to  infuse  that  feeling  into  the 
painting,  perhaps  in  the  dark  brown  eyes,  in  the  weari¬ 
ness  of  expression,  which  must  have  come  out  of  a 
crucial  sense  of  happiness  and  sorrow  simultaneously, 
and  around  the  beloved  man’s  portrait  shall  be  the  cor¬ 
relation  of  a  father  and  son’s  love.  There’s  feeling,  I 
pray,  and  yet,  too,  is  a  deep  sense  of  thought  as  well. 
He  is  a  shaper  of  sons  and  daughters  and  grandchil¬ 
dren  and  great-grandchildren.  And  in  our  youth,  my 
dear  father  even  provided  my  brother  and  me  with  the 
rare  opportunity  of  experiencing  bicycle  motocross, 
BMX. 

We  were  8  or  9  at  the  time,  and  the  man  who 
held  us  in  check  gave  a  nod  of  his  head.  “Riders 
ready!”  he  shouted,  holding  up  the  racers  on  the  start¬ 
ing  line.  “Pressure  on  the  board!”  and  the  riders 
adjusting,  some  standing,  balancing  themselves  on  the 


Submitted  by  Elgin  -lurnj 

Elgin  Jumper  with  his  father,  Alan,  at  the  Hard  Rock 


board,  and  then  finally  the  man  would  yell,  “Go!”  We 
were  at  an  old  go-cart  track  they  had  back  in  the  day, 
on  Stirling  Road  next  to  1-95  called  South  Florida 
Cartway. 

And  so  the  race  was  on,  10  or  so  BMXers  in 
colorful  Bell  helmets,  full-faced  Scott  goggles,  color¬ 
ful  padded  racing  shirts,  padded  pants,  and  a  plethora 
of  other  racing  gear  provided  by  kind  sponsors  —  my 
dad  had  managed  to  get  the  Seminole  Okalee  Indian 


truly  mattered  and  yet  were  wasted,  spiraling  in  a  fiery  Village  to  sponsor  us  for  a  while  there  —  all  these 


descent,  when  others  utilized  the  time  to  their  advan¬ 
tage.  I  was  listening  to  Zeppelin  and  the  Stones  in  the 
warm  reservation  air,  and  my  father  “in  a  general  hon¬ 
est  thought”  attempted  to  guide  me  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion,  but  I  was  stubborn  and  would  not  heed,  would 
not  listen.  No,  no  words  of  wisdom  could’ve  saved  me 
back  then  and  the  dear  loss  of  precious  time  was  never 
grasped. 

My  dad  did  “extra  work”  for  the  movies  and 


boys  vying  for  that  oh-so-illustrious  and  colossal-size 
first  place  trophy,  sometimes  on  two  columns,  with 
that  little  gold-plated  BMX  rider  viewing  the  scene 
from  the  marble  level  of  the  top. 

So  it  was  down  the  starting  hill  we  went,  as  if 
we  were  lightning  streaks  in  a  blinding  rainstorm! 

We’d  hit  the  first  jump  there  like  nobody’s  business, 
up  and  over,  and  just  as  smoothly  as  if  we  were  out  on 
practice  runs,  avoiding  the  ancient  tires  lining  the 


track,  and  making  sure  to  stay 
down  low  to  the  mud  and  muck 
and  mire,  all  the  time  factoring 
in  our  heads  the  cold  intricacies 
of  the  track  before  us.  I  could 
hear  my  dad  above  the  din  of 
the  race,  somewhere  up  on  the 
clamorous  margins  of  excite¬ 
ment.  “Go,  go,  go!”  he’d  urge 
us.  “Bring  it  on  home!”  and  you 
know  what?  That  actually  made 
us  race  that  much  faster.  Oh,  to 
hear  those  lovely,  lovely  shouts. 

So  then  we’re  on  the 
straightaways,  working  out  our 
places  among  ourselves  like 
gentlemen,  and  yet  all  the  while 
passing  groups  of  novices  in  the 
rival  winds.  And  never  once  did 
we  look  back.  Not  once.  By 
now,  we  can  see  the  first  berm 
up  ahead,  a  turn  with  a  high 
slope,  where  you  turned  more  or 
less  at  an  angle,  and  soaring  too. 

And  than  BAM!  We’d  hit  it,  the 
berm.  I  stayed  close  to  the  inside 
and  hugged  tight  the  turn,  as  did 
my  brother,  Joey,  so  as  to  make 
it  through  faster.  I  could  see 
other  riders,  quite  unaware  of 
the  expediency,  high  up  on  the 
rim  of  the  berm,  and  knew  we 
had  them  beat.  People  were 
shouting.  It  was  constant  pande¬ 
monium  all  around  us.  We  could 
smell  mud  and  dust  and  victory 
all  rolled  into  one,  and  we 
smiled.  I  sensed  other  racers, 
their  hesitations. 

I  caught  the  whiff  of  dirt  and  sweat  on  the 
plastic  of  the  goggles.  It  smelled  like  grimy  competi¬ 
tion.  We  flew  past  the  turn,  moving  over  the  small 
“whoop-de-doos,”  as  we  called  the  stretch  of  minor 
bumps  on  the  track.  A  lot  of  times,  we  stayed  close  to 
the  edges  so  they  didn’t  slow  us  down  that  much.  The 
aim  being  to  save  precious  time  out  there,  you  see.  We 
could  hear  the  crowd  going  wild.  And  hear  the  other 
riders,  their  gear,  their  bikes,  the  clank  of  metal  on 
metal  and  the  vicious  grunts.  I  heard  the  announcer 
say  a  rider  was  down  somewhere.  But  you  keep  the 
momentum,  you  never  let  up.  We  were  with  a  few  lead 
riders,  three  or  so,  real  experts.  They’re  the  kind 
who’d  mess  with  your  head  before  a  race  so  as  to 
throw  you  off.  You  know,  good  folks. 

“Eat  my  dust,  Injun!”  one  of  them  screamed, 
and  so  politely  too,  this  one.  They’d  do  anything  to 
win,  the  dears,  but  they  were  all  right.  And  kindly 
expressing  such  eloquence  to  us,  too. 

Up  ahead  there  was  a  large  table-top  jump, 
more  than  5  feet  high  with  a  broad,  flat  surface  that 
gave  the  obstacle  its  designation.  We’d  hit  it,  riding  it 
like  a  Ford  and  throwing  out  cross-ups  of  our  own,  our 
bikes  horizontal  and  the  front  wheels  and  handlebars 
aimed  upward,  we  were  in  the  air  and  glancing  back  at 
our  back  wheels,  like  we  saw  those  California  boys  do 
in  those  BMX  magazines.  And  then  we’d  straighten  it 
out  and  land  just  as  good  as  new  and  hit  the  next 
berm,  again  on  the  inside  close  to  the  inner  tires,  as  we 
had  learned  it. 


Elgin  Jumper 

Elgin’s  portrait  of  his  dad 


Riders  were  still  battling  for  top  positions  and 
we  were  among  them.  Two  racers  were  ahead  of  us  as 
competitive  cries  filled  the  air.  Streetlamps  spilled 
streams  of  light  on  us.  The  exertion  was  phenomenal! 
The  crowd  was  out  of  control,  really  getting  into  it. 
They  were  shouting  and  jumping  up  and  down,  quite 
animated  by  the  sheer  suspense  aspect  of  it  all.  Whose 
night  is  it?  Who’ll  take  the  coveted  trophies  this  time? 
And  suddenly  it  happened  —  there  was  a  power  play 
of  sorts,  the  other  two  riders  were  straining  for  advan¬ 
tages,  and  then  in  the  dusty  blink  of  an  eye,  there’s  a 
tangle  of  pedals,  bodies  and  mud,  and  the  announcer 
shouting  something  I  couldn’t  make  out.  We  could 
clearly  see  the  riders  falling  by  the  wayside,  and  knew 
we  had  ample  time  to  avoid  the  pile-up,  as  the  crowd 
voiced  its  disbelief!  We  rode  as  never  before  and  took 
those  first-  and  second  -place  trophies! 

My  father,  Alan  Jumper,  had  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  race  against  some  of  the  country’s  finest  rid¬ 
ers  at  the  time  —  riders  with  names  such  as  Jeff 
Botema  and  Stu  Thompson  (both  from  California), 

Tim  Judge,  the  Essers,  Greg  and  Brian;  the  Powells, 

Ty  and  Todd;  and  Kim  Wyatt,  a  girl  who  routinely 
raced  and  beat  the  guys,  and  Carl  Nagoniac  (all  from 
Florida).  And  we  even  raced  in  the  Miami  Baseball 
Stadium  and  the  Orange  Bowl,  as  well  as  numerous 
other  scenic  locations  throughout  Florida. 

We  love  you  so  much  for  that,  Dad,  we  truly 
do,  and  we  just  want  you  to  know  that  we  always  will. 
So  don’t  go  away  from  us  so  soon,  and  please,  get 
well  soon.  You  mean  the  world  to  us. 


YOU  CAN 
NEVER  HAVE 
TOO  MUCH 
POWER. 

Every  engine  in  the  Rolax"  family  is  the  most 
powerful  in  its  respective  efoss  and  Delivers  more 
power  per  cc  than  any  other  ATV*  Unmatched 
torque  and  unbeatable  performance  are  yours 
thanks  to  4-Tec  technology. 

Head  to  North  Miami  Yamaha  &  Sea-Doa 
today  to  experience  the  most  powerful  production  ATV, 

We  will  not  be  undersold! 

Ask  for  the  10%  Seminole  Tribe 
AUTOMATIC  DISCOUNT! 

We  are  minutes  from  the  Tribe's  Headquarters. 
A  short  ride  on  the  Florida  Turnpike  or  1-95 
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305-651-4999 


www.caq-ann ,  brp.c  □  m 


iiu'uit  Mr ■ 


■P  SMtrrttM  'j>  OcufhKln  b 

II  pmlimn  Luilwjj  Kviri  rimii lf 

■j  jiuiii  mi  jji  L 

r»  wiwijrni  -ir 


nt  Ak>«raM»«:M  lihrlpfe  IriuM  nulrh  M  ■cutiftirJ 

_ DIMlntn  IdihAihf  jl  '  ll'  /iil-lUi  .■■<}  juviwi  la 

■l  iiiH.inl  4  !tr  iii&lixlLrei  k.H  Mil  ti  Him  iniigc  n  iknlJmni 

ppjtlir&M.  iv  Jim  rtf  i«|*U  In  IIh  *Tnin'-iil  IprjIlMr-.  .I  hi  <ipifc  pT 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


14 


March  16,  2007 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


15 


March  16,  2007 


•>  Deal 

Continued  from  page  1 


ute  to  Mitchell  and  the  rest  of  the  Tribal 
Council  to  really  have  the  vision  to  look 
forward,  because  this  was  actually  a  very 
difficult  transaction,”  he  explained.  “This 


Sonny  Nevaquaya,  Seminole  Gaming  Chief  gives  the  Tribe  the  ability  to  obviously 
Executive  Officer  James  Allen  and  the 
Seminole  Color  Guard’s  presentation. 

The  Hollywood  preschool  3-  and 
4-year-olds  recited  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
in  English  and  Miccosukee.  Tribal  citizen 
Wonder  Johns  offered  blessings  and 
prayers,  and  Tribal  citizen  Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  recited  a  poem.  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  and  other  members  of  the 
Tribal  Council,  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Brittany  Yescas  and  former  Hard  Rock 
International  President  and  CEO 
Hamish  Dodds  were  all  also  on 
hand. 

Dodds  presented 
the  Tribal  Council  with  a 
custom  autographed 
guitar  from  country 
music  legend  Hank 
Williams  Sr. 

Cypress 
reflected  on  the 


ler  Hard  Rock  that  you  can  ( 
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ership  of  the  Tribe  on 
its  new  path. 

“I  thank  the  Seminoles  that  are  still 
here,”  he  said.  “I  remember  back  in  the  day 
when  there  was  a  $25  dividend  and 
Brighton  and  Big  Cypress  probably  under¬ 
stand  how  hard  it  was  when  we  traveled  to 
get  here  on  [U.S.  Highway]  27  at  Stirling 
Road,  where  it  once  was  a  two-way  road. 

“I  think  people  at  my  age  have  to 
remember  the  times  that  we  went  through 
and  the  things  that  have  happened,  and 
without  God’s  grace  nothing  would  happen. 
You’ve  got  to  have  that  in  everything  that 
you  do,  in  order  to  get  things  done.  This  is 
what  has  happened  and  without  that 
strength,  knowledge  and  power  that  he 
gives  us,  this  would  have  never  happened. 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  has  paved  the 
way  for  other  Native  Americans  to  get  into 
other  big  business  industries,  so  were 
always  a  leader.” 

Seminole  Gaming  CEO  James 
Allen  then  spoke  about  the  daring  move  and 
the  hard  work  involved. 

g^  “A  lot  of  people  don’t  understand 
what  actually  was  accomplished  here  in  the 
last  six  months,  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  trib- 


move  forward  not  just  in  casinos  [as  the 
chairman  said],  but  in  all  different  types  of 
businesses.” 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  echoed 
Allen’s  thoughts. 

“Today  we’re  here  celebrating 
because  it’s  a  great  day,  not  just  for 
Seminoles,  but  for  other  Native  Tribes,  and 
now  the  mainstream  business  world  knows 
that  you  can  do  business  with 

Native  Tribes  and  make  a  prof¬ 
it,”  Osceola  said. 

Dodds  described 
purchase  in  its  signifi¬ 
cance  and  impact  on  a 
grand  scale. 

“This  is  a 
very  historic 
moment,  it’s  a  his¬ 
toric  moment  for 
you  the  Tribe, 
but  it’s  also  a 
historic 
moment  for  U.S. 
commerce  in  general,”  he 
explained.  “The  Hard  Rock  brand  has  great 
American  roots,  and  now  the  Hard  Rock 
brand  is  moving  from  European  ownership 
to  American  ownership,  but  importantly  it’s 
moving  to  an  American  ownership  with 
even  deeper  roots,  the  deepest  roots  of 
American  ownership  you  can  think  of, 
which  is  the  Seminole  Tribe.” 

The  purchase  of  the  35-year-old 
themed  restaurant  chain  came  with  more 
than  50  other  financial  institutions  involved 
in  the  bidding  war.  A  breakdown  composed 
of  a  bond  offering  and  equity  contribution 
placed  the  deal  at  around  $965  million  in 
all. 

There  are  125  signature  Hard  Rock 
Cafes  in  46  countries  along  with  nine 
hotels,  four  casinos,  and  the  world’s  largest 
collection  of  authentic  one-of-a  kind  music 
memorabilia.  The  original  is  located  in 
London  -  it  was  not  included  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  -  and  was  the  idea  of  Peter  Morton 
and  Isaac  Tigrett.  The  memorabilia  collec¬ 
tion  began  with  the  donation  of  a  custom 
guitar  from  rock  legend  Eric  Clapton  and 
numbers  around  70,000  items. 
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FrontRowUSA .  com 


Ticket  Brokets 


Top  Concerts 


BARBRA  STREISAND 
ALAN  JACKSON 
STAIN  D 

AEROSMITH/MOTLEV  CRUE 
CARLOS  MENCIA 
ERIC  CLAPTON 
SHAKIRA 
TOBY  KEITH 
CHRIS  BROWN/NE-YQ 
KORN 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL.NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XU  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS. 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW' 


Top  Theatre 


ALL  BROADWAY  SHOWS 
THE  LION  KING 
HAIRSPRAY  WICKED 
MAMMA  MIA 

ALL  LAS  VEGAS  SHOWS 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA ,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located . 

Let  u$t  your  expert 
ticket  broker,  take  care 
of  everything, 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


ui  WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Mkcosukee  Tribe  for  over  IS  years!  * 
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Sports  -  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  ■  Vkkopvnkv 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Field  captain,  Houston  Osceola  and  team  are  ready  and  waiting  for  the  game  to  start. 


He’s  a  Paintball  Wizard  in  the  Making 


Tribal  Citizen  Houston  Osceola  Soars  to  the  Top 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Paintball  is  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  sports  in  the  world  and  has  become 
Tribal  citizen  Houston  Osceola’s  passion.  Houston  is 
an  avid  hunter,  fisher  and  all-around  sportsman  who 
has  committed  to  being  one  of  the  best  at  paintball. 

At  the  early  age  of  13,  Tribal  citizen 
Houston  was  recently  named  to  the  Division  3 
SemiPro  Miami  Rage  Paintball  Team.  His  leadership 
was  apparent  to  his  coaches,  and  he  was  appointed 
field  captain. 

“To  be  named  as  a  field  captain  on  a  semi- 
pro  traveling  team  is  quite  an  accomplishment,”  said 
Houston’s  mom,  Robin  Osceola. 

Houston  credits  his  coach,  Cheno  Carbahal, 
for  his  rapid  improvement  in  the  sport. 

For  the  last  year,  Houston  has  dedicated 
most  of  his  spare  time  to  playing  paintball.  He  said 
when  he  is  not  at  school  or  asleep,  he  is  practicing. 

The  online  encyclopedia  Wikipedia 
describes  paintball  as  “a  sport  in  which  participants 
eliminate  opponents  from  play  by  hitting  them  with 
paintballs.  The  balls  are  spherical  gelatin  capsules 
containing  primarily  polyethylene,  glycol,  other  non¬ 
toxic  and  water  soluble  substances  and  dye,  shot 
from  a  compressed  gas-powered  gun,  commonly 
called  a  marker.” 

Paintball  began  as  an  official  sport  in  1980. 
However,  ideas  that  spurred  the  evolution  of  the 
sport  date  from  the  1950s,  when  farmer  boys  used 
paintball  handguns  to  mark  trees  that  needed  to  be 
cut  down. 

As  of  2007,  there  are  40  countries  with  mil¬ 
lions  of  paintball  players,  both  male  and  female. 
Professional,  semiprofessional,  and  divisional 
leagues  regularly  hold  high-class,  well-organized 
tournaments  involving  a  large  number  of  profession¬ 
al  teams,  crowds  of  spectators,  and  large  cash  prizes. 

Paintball,  like  many  other  games,  revolves 
more  around  teamwork  than  equipment  or  even  the 
skill  of  individual  players.  A  well-organized  team 
working  together  can 
defeat  a  team  whose 
players  are  in  disarray, 
even  if  individual 
members  of  the  con¬ 
fused  team  have  better 
skills  and  gear. 

Insurance  sta¬ 
tistics  show  that  paint¬ 
ball  is  one  of  the  safest 
sports  in  existence, 
even  safer  than  tennis. 

Houston’s 

family  sees  the  posi¬ 
tive  impact  paintball 
has  had  on  his  life.  He 
has  lost  15  pounds  and 
is  happy  to  be  involved 
in  such  a  fun  sport. 

Parents  Robin  and  Tate 
Osceola  said  they  are 
pleased  to  see  their  son 
so  faithfully  involved 
in  his  pastime. 

“As  long  as 
Houston  has  a  firearm 
in  his  hand,  then  he  is 
happy,”  she  said. 


One  down  and  four  to  go! 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Houston  is  up  next,  getting  ready  for  battle. 


Team  Dragon 
ages  8-13 
4:45 

Adults  14* 
530 


Cypress 


tittle  Warriors  U 
ages  6*7 
4W 


Fir*  Irtfa-W  l>i+Jr  ■  ridd  ►tfuraJ'- 


GO  DRAGON 
CORNER 


cj— I  II ■ 

Pit* 


til  Warriors  J 
ages  3,4 
3:30 
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Sports  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


♦♦♦  36th  Annual  Tribal  Fair  Sports  Festivities 


Bowling 

Submitted  by  Louise  Gopher 


1 .  Elton  Shore  &  Farrah  Jones, 
443,  2.  Philmon  Bowers  &  Dora  Tiger, 

422,  3.  Michael  Micco  &  Cindy 
Rodriguez,  420,  4.  Derrick  Thomas  & 
Amanda  Smith,  398,  5.  Bobby  Frank  & 
Terry  Frank,  377,  6.  Dwayne  Billie  & 
Wendi  Snow,  364,  7-8.  (tie)  Rufus  Tiger  & 
Linda  Tommie,  362,  Mitch  Osceola  & 
Jackie  Thompson,  362,  9.  Rocky  Jim  & 
Sonya  Jim,  357,  10.  Kenny  Doney  & 
Marilyn  Doney,  345,  11.  Kevin  Tommie  & 
Beverly  Tommie,  337,  12.  John  Madrigal 
and  Mahala  Madrigal,  332,  13-15.  (tie) 
Amos  Billie  &  Alfreda  Musket,  331, 
Lawrence  Ballentine  &  Mary  Tigertail, 

331,  Thomas  Cypress  &  Denise  Billie, 

331. 


Alice  Snow  competes  in  the  women’s  60+  division. 


Tribal  Citizen  attempts  a  spare. 


-No  Tap 

1 .  Christian  Osceola  &rTrisia  Osceola,  508, 

2.  Thomas  Cypress  &  Rose  Jones,  481,  3.  Michael 
Micco  &  Dora  Tiger,  473,  4.  Merle  Billie  &  Monica 
Cypress,  472,  5.  Leon  Wilcox  &  Rosetta  Bowers,  455, 

6.  Elbert  Snow  &  Denise  Billie,  447,  7.  Blake 
Osceola  &  Amanda  jjtmith,  444,  8.  Rufus  Tiger  &  Rose 
Jones,  443,  9.  John  jumper  &  Terry  Frank,  442,  10. 
Kenny  Doney  &  Jackie  Thompson,  435,  11.  John 
Madrigal  &  Linda  Tommie,  428,  12.  Lawrence 
Ballentine  &  Sonya  Johns,  417,  13.  Maxie  Tommie  & 
Alfreda  Muskett,  414,  14.  Dean  Stokes  JfAlfreda 
Muskett,  400,  15.  Andre  Jumper  &  Amanda  Smith, 

394. 

3-6-9 

1.  Merle  Billie  &  Wilma  Noah,  471,  2. 

Derrick  Thomas  &  Farrah  Jones,  465,  3.  John 
Madrigal  &  Wendi  Snow,  459,  4.  Lawrence  Ballentine 
&  Farrah  Jones,  435,  5.  Cicero  Osceola  &  Alfreda 
Muskett,  425,  6.  Thomas  Cypress  &  Diane  Smith,  407, 

7.  Delwin  McGowan  &  Dora  Tiger,  406,  8.  Parker 
Jones  &  Trisha  Osceola,  405,  9.  Philmon  Bowers  & 
Diane  Smit|i,  402,  10.  Raymond  Garza  &  Amanda 
'Smith,  392,  1 1 .  Maxie  Tommie  &  Rosetta  Bowers, 

391,  12.  John  Jumper  &  Beulah  Gopher,  384,  13-14. 
(tie)  Kenny  Doney  &  Virginia  Billie,  379,  Amos  Billie 
&  Monica  Cypress,  379,  15.  Rocky  Jim  &  Marilyn 
Doney,  377. 

Regular  II 

1-2.  (tie)  Danny  Jones  &  Alfreda  Muskett, 
390,  Kevin  Tommie  &  Jackie  Thompson,  390,  3. 
Christian  Osceola  &  Edna  Bowers,  386,  4.  Dean 
Stokes  &  Wendi  Snow,  371,  5-6.  (tie)  Kenny  Doney  & 
Wilma  Noah,  362,  Andre  Jumper  &  Terry  Frank,  362, 
7.  John  Madrigal  &  Marilyn  Doney,  355,  8.  George 
Micco  &  Monica  Cypress,  348,  9.  Raymond  Garza  & 
Terry  Frank,  344,  10.  Thomas  Cypress  &  Monica 
Cypress,  343,  11.  Delwin  McGowan  &  Farrah  Jones, 
335,  12.  Cicero  Tommie  &  Linda  Tommie,  330,  13. 
Michael  Micco  &  Mahala  Madrigal,  327,  14.  Derek 
Thomas  &  Beulah  Gopher,  324,  15.  Rocky  Jim  & 

Rose  Jones,  322. 

Some  women  bowlers  have  two  partners 
because  the  tournament  drew  more  men  than  women. 
Event  organizers  allowed  each  extra  man  to  draw  a 
female  partner’s  name  and  use  her  score  without  actu¬ 
ally  bowling  with  her. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  there  was  a  howling  tour¬ 
nament  for  the  seniors.  They  played  three  games, 
Regular,  3-6-9  and  No  Tap.  Their  winnings  were  based 
on  the  total  score  of  the  three  games. 

Women.  50-59 

1.  Linda  Tommie,  542,  2. 
Mary  Tigertail,  478,  3.  Rose  Jones, 
462,  4.  Dora  Tiger,  455,  5.  Jenny 
Johns,  412,  6.  Sarah  Sampson,  406,  7. 
Mary  Bowers,  264. 

Women.  60+ 

1.  Maydell  Osceola,  521,  2. 
Mary  Gay  Osceola,  482,  3.  Sally 
Gipson,  451,  4.  Addie  Osceola,  382,  5. 
Rosie  Billie,  217,  6.  Alice  Snow,  204. 

Men.  50-59 

1.  Thomas  Cypress,  679,  2. 
Eugene  Bowers,  669,  3.  Elbert  Snow, 
661,  4,  Gary  Sampson,  489,  5.  Moses 
486,  6.  Jack  Smith  Jr.,  348. 


Women  50-59  winners  Mary  Tigertail,  2nd  place,  and  Rose  Jones, 
3rd  place,  stop  for  a  quick  picture. 


1.  David  Jumper,  628,  2.  1 

Jimmy  H.  Osceola,  502,  3.  Sammy 
Nelson,  491,  4.  Archie  Johns,  486,  5. 
Wonder  Johns,  484,  6.  Sammie 
Gopher,  445,  7.  Billie  Micco,  425,  8. 
Dan  Bowers,  365,  9.  Jimmy  Smith, 
293. 


Participants  take  last-minute  practice  shots  using  their  traditional 


Archery 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Away 
from  the  main  stage  of  ceremonies, 
the  second  annual  archery  tourna¬ 
ment  took  place  Feb.  9  in  Big 
Cypress  in  the  quietness  of  Bigg’s 
Pasture. 

Hollywood  Recreation 
Coordinator  Steve  Young  helped 
coordinate  this  year’s  competition, 
again  with  two  ranges,  A  and  B. 

There  were  also  two  divi¬ 
sions  consisting  of  traditional 
(using  a  traditional  bow  and  arrow 
or  string  and  stick)  and  compound 
(the  use  of  more  modernized  bows 
and  arrows  allowing  a  longer  hold 
and  heavier  weight). 

Those  who  competed  and 
placed  were:  Traditional:  first  place- 
Abe  Rockwell,  second  place-Matt 
Rockwell,  third  place-Moses 
Jumper,  fourth  place-  Don  Osceola, 
fifth  place-Curtis  Osceola,  sixth 
place- Janice  Osceola  Compound: 
first  place-  Immokalee  board  repre¬ 
sentative  Raymond  Garza,  second 
place-  Parker  Jones,  third  place-Eli 
Marrero,  fourth  place-Terry 
Tartsah,  fifth  place-  Mike  Tiger, 
sixth  place-  Josh  Garza,  seventh 
place-Garrett  Tartsah,  eighth  place- 
Manuel  Garza,  ninth  place-Miguel 
Alvarado. 

Only  four  of  last  year’s  10 
competitors  returned  this  time. 
Young  says  the  higher  numbers  this 
year  (16)  helped,  and  he  was  happy 
with  the  tournament.  “It  all  went 
well,  but  we  are  ultimately  trying 
to  get  Tribal  members  from  all 
over,”  he  said. 

Cash  prizes  were  awarded 
to  all  winners  and  participants. 


Tribal  Citizen  aims  at  a  practice  target.  Immokalee  Board  Representative  Raymond  Garza 

competes  in  1st  round  competition. 


Golf  «£♦ 


Osceola 

This  year’s  Hall  of  Fame  and 
Tribal  Fair  golf  tournaments 
were  held  back-to-hack  on 
Feb.  6  and  7,  respectively,  at 
Hillcrest  Golf  and  Country 
Club. 

The  turnout  was 
huge  from  both  the  Seminole 
Tribal  citizens  and  the  many 
other  natives  from  Tribes 
throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  Both  days  had 
approximately  80  golfers,  all 
giving  it  their  best 
shots.  Many  said 

they  were  enjoying  themselves  in  the 
warm  South  Florida  weather. 

The  event  began  with  a 
two-person  blind  draw  scramble 
and  the  second  day  also  featured 
blind  draw,  but  each  person 
played  his  or  her  own  ball. 

The  two  golfers’  best 
scores  for  each  hole  were  averaged  to  determine 
the  winner.  Both  days  began  with  registration 
and  gifts  including  golf  shirts,  golf  balls,  golf 
towels  and  raffle  tickets. 

After  the  HaUof  Fame  tournament  on 
Feb.  6,  the  winners  wCfe.  announced  and  the 
players  .were  asked  to  meet  atrthe  Tribal 
Headquarters  offices  in  Hollywood  for  dinner 
and  the  Hall  of  Fame  program. 


The  Tribal  Fair  tourna¬ 
ment  took  place  on  Feb.  7,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  awards  ceremony, 
door  prizes  and  a  hearty  lunch. 

The  winning  group  for 
Feb.  6  was  the  team  of  Butch 
Macintosh  and  Sylvia 
Thompson,  with  second  place 
going  to  Charlie  Cypress  and  Jim 
Harrison.  The  Feb.  7  winners 
were  Butch  Macintosh  and 
Virginia  Billie.  Second  place 
went  to  Curtis  Hopkins  and  Josh 
Hopkins. 


(L-R)  Darryl  Bird  Mabel  Doctor,  Earnest  Riley  and  Mike  Mata 


Mitch  Osceola  congratulates  first  place  winners 
Sylvia  Thompson  and  Butch  Macintosh. 


Jessica  Young 

Out-of-town  golfer  enjoys 
the  beautiful  weather. 


Mike  Tiger 


19 


Sports  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Basketball 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Sundown  brings  home  2nd  place. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Flights  and  Below  the  Rim  go  head-to-head  in  the  Semi’s. 


By  Tony  Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Sports  enthusiasts  should’ve 
enjoyed  the  Tribal  Fair  lists  of  sports  for  participation.  *  ' 
Choices  included  basketball,  bowling,  golf,  pool,  pow-wow, 
rodeo,  and  food  —  so  much  to  take  in  and  so  little  time  to 
enjoy  everything. 

On  February  9-10,  the  Tribal  Fair  Basketball 
Tournament  was  well  under  way.  The  athletes  and  fans  alike 
are  well  adjusted  to  the  annual  Tribal  Fair  and  how  it  goes. 
Hollywood  welcomed  an  assortment  of  teams  for  the  annual 
tournament  for  the  men’s  side  of  the  bracket. 

The  basketball  tournaments  held  here  are  known 
around  Indian  country  as  “good  tournaments.”  In  order  to 
run  a  good  tournament,  it  is  necessary  to  have  “good”  places 
for  the  teams  to  play.  Due  to  the  larger  number  of  teams  this 
year,  the  recreation  staff  had  to  hold  some  games  at 
Hollywood  Christian  Academy. 

The  women’s  championship  game  came  down  to 
Sundown  and  Quickfire.  The  game  went  back  and  forth 
before  Quickfire  pulled  ahead.  Sundown  wouldn’t  go  down 
without  a  fight.  Late  in  the  game  Sundown  made  a  run, 
down  by  7  points  but  couldn’t  withstand  the  final  push  by 
Quickfire.  Final  score  77-70,  and  Quickfire  was  named 
champion  of  the  2007  Tribal  Fair  Basketball  Tournament. 

The  men’s  championship  brought  Da  Ones  and 
Below  the  Rim  to  the  court  for  another  championship  show¬ 
down.  It  was  an  exciting  game  of  up  tempo,  fast  breaks  and 
three-pointers  being  launched  by  all.  The  decision  was  made 
at  halftime  with  Da  Ones  leading  by  7.  One  of  Below  the 
Rim’s  players  was  injured,  dimming  the  team’s  hopes  of  a 
come-from-behind  win.. 

Da  Ones  came  out  on  top  for  the  2007  champi¬ 
onship  title  for  this  year’s  Tribal  Fair  Tournament. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

The  heat  is  on  in  the  women’s  championship  game. 


lbert  Cypress  squares  up  for  the  shot. 


Phalyn  Osceola  concenfflates  to  win  1st  Annual  TF  Pool  Tournai 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  uses  his  custom  cue  in  tournament 


Pool  Trick  Shot  Artist  Mike  Massey 

Featured  at  First  Annual  Tribal  Fair  Pool 


David  Cypress  shows  his  winnijjgl'orm. 

Q^Pool* 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

Champion  artistic  pool  shooter 
Mike  Massey  demonstrated 
some  of  his  world  famous  pool 
trick  shots  to  fascinated  Tribal 
citizens  on  Feb.  10.  Massey 
was  an  invited  guest  at  the 
First  Annual  Tribal  Fair  Pool 
Tournament  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Casino  &  Hotel. 

“Some  of  the  shots 
were  amazing.  It  was  good 
entertainment”  said,  Steve 
Frost  from  BC  Recreation  who 
helped  emcee  the  three-day  Mike 

According  to  Jfl M 

Massey’s  website,  www.insidepool.com,  he  is  the  2000,  2002  and  2003  World  Artistic  Pool 
id  2001  Trick  Shot  Magic 

Artistic  Pool  Jump  Shots  champion.  He  began  performing  trick  shots  h 
resides  in  Las  Vegas,  ' 


lassey 


i  1975  and  currently 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Carter,  1st  place,  and  Lee  Stewart,  2nd  place 


Submitted  by  Holly  Tiger 


Men:  1.  David  Cypress,  2.  Billy 
Brown,  3.  Grant  Dial,  4.  Roley 
Johnson,  5.  Russell  Osceola; 
Women:  1 .  Juanita  Osceola,  2. 
Frances  Tiger,  3.  Mabel  Doctor, 
4.  Diana  Onlyacheif,  5.  Annie 
Jumper. 

Singles 

Men:  1.  Roy  Snow,  2.  Charles 
Osceola,  3.  Raymond  Garza,  4. 
Lee  Kicknosway,  5.  David 

Cypress;  Women:  1.  Virginia 
Billie,  2.  Phalyn  Osceola,  3. 
Diana  Onlyacheif,  4.  Theresa 
Nunez,  Oneva  Jones 


1.  Randy  Clay  and  Diana 
Onlyacheif^Daniel  Gopher  and 
TiannaRSdkrT.'Jdck  Billie  and 
Aricajluck,  4.  Rawiond  Garza 
and  mrginia  Billie,  5.  Bronson 
Hill  |id  Crystal  Smith. 


Men:  1 .  Charles  Osceola,  2. 
David  Cypress,  3.  Gary  Clay,  4. 
Jerome  Rockwell,  5.  Daniel 
Gopher;  Women:  1 .  Virginia__ 

Billie,  2.  Phalyn  Osceola,  3. 
LffWffflrJu  i  i  i  pHCdTHicresa 
Nunez,  5.  Teonna  Rock. 


Pool  tables  in  heavy  use  during  prime  time  tourney  play  Mingo  Jones  chalks  up  for  the  next  shot. 


Bronson  Hill  focuses  in  on  the  cue  ball  and  gets  ready  to  take  his  shot. 
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*  Banquet 

Continued  from  page  1 

The  film  was  incredible  and  it  would  definite¬ 
ly  be  a  hard  act  to  follow.  However,  Coach  Carlos 
Adamson  did  a  great  job  of  presenting  his  basketball 
awards.  His  explained  his  philosophy:  hard  work, 
wanting  to  be  the  best,  working  to  be  a  good  player  — 
since  no  one  will  be  by  just  showing  up  —  by  always 
giving  100  percent,  and  finally  the  importance  of  dedi¬ 
cation  and  education.  Education  provides  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  anything  in  the  future,  Adamson  said.  He 
then  presented  awards  and  gave  out  trophies. 

Special  recognition  went  to  the  2006  Native 
American  Youth  Organization  (NAYO)  girls’  and 
boys’  basketball  teams,  who  won  the  championship  for 
the  first  time  in  history. 

National  gymnast  and  coach  Gina  Allardyce 
wanted  to  reach  the  younger  children  of  the  Tribe. 
Before  coming  to  the  Recreation  Department  years 
ago,  she  started  her  own  business  called  Gina’s  Gym 
on  Wheels.  She  now  teaches  the  Tribal  preschool’s  1- 
through  5-year-olds. 

Florida  law  allows  5-year-olds  to  participate 
in  tournaments.  Gymnastics  is  lots  of  hard  work,  and 
not  only  for  the  parents.  These  little  ones  train  for  19- 
30  hours  a  week.  Dedication  plays  a  major  role  in  a 
gymnast’s  fife. 

Baseball  Coordinator  Leon  Wilcox  and  Coach 
Terri  Tartsah  represented  the  baseball  program.  Tartsah 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Seminole  T-ball  and  baseball 
teams.  He  recognized  each  member  of  the  team  and 
presented  each  player  with  a  trophy.  Congratulations 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Shirley  Clay  stands  with  son  Adam  and  grand¬ 
daughter,  as  they  exit  stage  with  her  plaque. 


Lila  Oseeola-Heard 

Wanda  Bowers  talks  about  her  son  and  his  accom¬ 
plishments. 


to  the  2006  rookie  winners,  finishing  the  season  22-1. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  evening,  Cynthia 
Pergy,  came  all  the  way  from  Bowlegs,  Okla.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Seminole  Nation,  Wind  clan,  she  is  a  coun¬ 
selor  and  a  professional 
arm  wrestler.  At  the 
young  age  of  38,  she  had 
a  dream. 

“If  you  can 

dream,  it  can  be  done,” 
she  said. 

She  said  Glen 
Harjo,  her  brother  and 
first  coach,  always  told 
her  to  get  her  mind  right, 
to  focus  and  prepare  to 
win,  not  prepare  to  lose. 

The  loss  of  her 
mother  in  July  of  1997 
made  her  refocus  and  she 
dedicated  that  year  to  her. 

She  traveled  to  Russia, 

Finland,  England, 

Sweden  and  Canada. 

“Who  would 
ever  think  my  arm  could 
take  me  to  all  these 
places,”  she  said.  “All 
you  got  to  do  is  work 
hard  and  follow  your 
dreams.”  She  received  a 
round  of  applause  as  she 
left  the  stage. 

Then  came  the 
presentation  of  the  Hall 
of  Fame  awards. 

Hollywood 

Council  Representative 
Max  Osceola  Jr.  present¬ 
ed  the  first  honorary 
plaque  in  tribute  to  the 
late  Vivan  Osceola 
Delgado. 

“She  wasn’t  the 
fastest,  she  wasn’t  the 
strongest,  but  she  had  the 
biggest  heart,”  he  said  as 
he  greeted  Vivian’s  par¬ 
ents  Dan  and  Leoda 
Osceola  at  their  seats  as  a 
sign  of  respect. 

Max  Osceola 
laughed  as  he  talked 
about  Vivian.  He  said  she 
was  a  very  big  supporter 
of  the  Recreation 
Department’s  sports  pro¬ 
grams.  Vivian’s  dad,  Dan 
Osceola,  spoke  of  her 
love  for  sports,  God,  cul¬ 
ture,  and  her  family. 

“We  miss  her  a 
lot,”  he  said. 

The  next 

inductee  was  introduced 
by  archery  coach  Steve 
Young.  He  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  late  Casey 
Dean  McCall  and  family. 

McCall  was  a  dedicated 
archery  player,  setting  a 
state  record  at  the 
Sunshine  State  Games. 

He  also  loved  hunting 
and  football. 

“He  just  lit  up 
any  room,  he  was  great, 
he  had  a  number  of 
friends,”  Young  said. 

Young  told  sto¬ 
ries  about  hunting  and 
fishing  with  McCall  and 
how  much  of  a  character 
he  really  was. 

Mom  Wanda 
Bowers  accepted  the 
plaque  from  Young  on 
her  son’s  behalf.  She  talked  about  how  he  started  for 
his  high  school  football  team  at  Sheridan  Hills 
Christian  School. 

“Everybody  was  supportive  of  him,  because 
they  pushed  him  to  keep  his  grades  up,  and  they 
pushed  him  to  go  to  practice,  they  pushed  him  to  play 
ball  every  day,”  Bowers  said. 

Inducting  the  third  honoree,  Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper  opened  with  praise  for  his  aunt,  the  late 
Winifred  Tiger.  He  said  she  was  one  of  the  motivating 


forces  in  his  own  life  for  athletics.  Jumper  also  cited 
Tiger  as  a  mentor,  sports  hero,  and  “driving  force  for 
us  as  young  boys.” 

It  was  a  very  emotional  moment  for  her  son 
Mike  Tiger  and  family, 
but  all  were  in  attendance 
to  accept  this  plaque  on 
her  behalf.  One  could 
feel  the  love  for  this 
woman  and  the  legacy 
she  left  behind,  along 
with  lots  of  good  memo¬ 
ries. 

“We  miss  her  as 
a  family,”  Tiger  said  after 
reminiscing  about  “the 
good  ol’  days.” 

The  Tiger  fami¬ 
ly  went  through  two 
major  tragedies  this  year. 
They  lost  not  only  their 
mother,  but  also  their 
brother,  Clyde  Howard 
Tiger;  the  fourth  Hall  of 
Fame  inductee. 

Stephen  Bowers 
said  he  was  honored  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  Tiger. 
He  shared  memories  of 
Tiger,  not  only  as  a 
sports  hero  but  also  as  a 
native  veteran. 

“He  was  like  an 
unsung  hero,”  Bowers 
said.  “He  was  two  years 
older  than  us.  He  played 
football  for  Hollywood 
Rotary;  he  was  always 
the  only  Indian  on  his 
teams.  As  a  vet,  he  loved 
to  represent  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  Color 
Guard  and  he  was 
proud.” 

Mike  Tiger  then 
stepped  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  again  and  spoke 
on  behalf  of  his  brother. 
He  echoed  Bowers’ 
words  of  admiration. 

“He  did  things 
that  I  couldn’t  do,  but  he 
taught  the  rest  of  us  how 
to  do  them,  Tiger  said.  “I 
think  that’s  what  he  was 
a  good  teacher  and  a 
great  brother.” 

The  Tiger  name 
has  been  synonymous 
with  sports  since  the 
Recreation  Department’s 
earliest  days.  The  pres¬ 
ent-day  department 
appreciates  the  family 
and  the  knowledge  they 
bestow  today. 

The  next 

inductee’s  award  was  a 
long  time  coming,  and 
definitely  deserved. 
Shirley  Clay,  Big 
Cypress  resident,  played 
basketball  and  softball. 
Her  son  Adam  was  proud 
and  eager  to  talk  about 
his  fondest  memories  of 
his  mom  taking  him  from 
place  to  place  playing 
basketball  and  softball. 

He  said:  “Me, 
myself,  I  can’t  even  drib¬ 
ble  a  basketball.  How 
could  I  not  dribble  a  bas¬ 
ketball  because  I’ve  been 
around  it  all  my  life?  I 
took  those  same  ethics  of 
hard  work  and  discipline 
to  the  sport  I  love,  which  is  rodeo,  and  my  mom  is  the 
main  reason  for  that.” 

Clay  was  one  of  the  first  Tribal  women  to 
play  organized  ball.  She  has  stayed  in  great  shape  and 
still  plays  to  this  day. 

As  he  introduced  his  mom  to  the  stage,  telling 
her  to  give  a  speech,  the  crowd  responded.  They 
laughed  and  shouted  “Speech!”  as  she  walked  up  to 
the  microphone. 

“Thank  you,  and  I  just  love  to  play  ball,”  she 


said  upon  accepting  the  award. 

The  final  award  went  to  Paul  Bowers  Sr., 
Board  Representative  and  a  Brighton  resident  who 
played  football,  basketball,  baseball  and  rodeo.  He  is 
also  a  Native  veteran.  He  accomplished  so  much  and 
had  so  many  sports  awards  as  well  as  medals  as  a 
Seminole  warrior. 

A  football  coach  from  the  past,  Coach  Karl 
Ingle,  spoke  on  behalf  of  Paul  Bowers  Sr. 

“When  you  support  our  young  people,  you 
are  investing  in  our  future,  and  you  can  never  go 
wrong  when  you  invest  in  our  future,”  Ingle  said. 

Ingle  then  tried  to  convey  just  how  much 
Paul  meant  to  him. 

“He  was  a  big  part  of  success  in  1963  in 
Moore  Haven,”  he  said,  “ft  was  his  leadership,  loyalty, 
character  and  hard  work.  You  could  always  rely  on 
Paul.  He  has  got  a  great  personality,  and  his  sense  of 
humor  just  doesn’t  quit.” 

“He  was  the  only  player  to  run  back  kickoffs, 
every  single  time!  He  got  knocked  down  but  always 
came  back  strong,”  he  added. 

In  closing,  Ingle  said:  “You  made  a  great 
choice.  He  deserves  that.  He’s  already  been  in  the  hall 
of  fame  right  here  in  my  heart  for  years  and  years,  and 
I  can’t  say  enough  about  Paul  Bowers  Sr.” 

Stepping  up  to  the  podium,  Bowers  Sr. 
showed  how  humble  he  still  is. 

“I  didn’t  know  I  did  all  that,”  he  said  as  the 
audience  laughed.  He  explained  that  sports  were  just 
what  the  young  men  did  back  then. 

As  the  long  and  very  emotional  evening  came 
to  a  close,  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  thanked  every¬ 
one  for  his  or  her  hard  work. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Coach  Karl  Ingle  delivers  a  great  speech  about  Paul 
Bowers  Sr. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Vivian’s  dad,  Dan  Osceola,  speaks  from  his  heart  as 
Max  Osceola  looks  on  with  much  respect. 


Summary  of 
Tributes  on  Plaques: 

Vivian  Osceola  Delgado 


TTivian  will  always  be  remembered  as  a  strong 
V  supporter  of  the  Tribe ’s  recreation  program,  she 
was  a  woman  who  knew  the  importance  of  sports 
activities  in  the  lives  of  Seminole  youth.  She  was 
also  very  involved  with  the  preservation  of 
Seminole  culture,  a  kind  disposition  and  a  friendly 
smile,  Vivian  was  a  person  who  loved  God  and  her 
people. 


Though  a  member  of  the  eastern  band  of 

Cherokee  Indians  she  has  been  a  mother,  coach 
and  friend  to  the  members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe. 
Winifred  loved  all  children  and  all  children  loved 
Winifred,  she  was  a  motivator  to  our  young  people 
to  play  sports  and  stay  in  school.  Her  memory  will 
always  live  on  among  our  native  people;  she  will 
always  be  an  example  of  what  it  means  for  a 
woman  to  love  and  sacrifice  for  her  family,  friends 
and  people. 

Casev  McCall 


C'asey  was  a  state  champion  in  archery,  and 
though  he  enjoyed  football,  he  was  also  an  out- 
doorsman  who  loved  to  hunt.  Casey  is  best  remem¬ 
bered  as  a  fun  loving  carefree  young  man,  who 
enjoys  being  around  friends  and  family. 


award  Tiger 


Clyde  Howar 
who  excelle 


\~swho  excelled  in  all  sports.  In  the  early  days  he 
was  a  fierce  competitor  who  never  backed  down 
from  a  challenge.  Clyde  will  be  remembered  most  of 
all  for  his  love  for  fishing,  he  was  true  warrior  who 
served  his  country  in  the  Air  Force.  He  was  a  friend 
and  always  a  man  with  a  kind  smile  and  a  firm 
handshake. 


Paul  Bowers  Sr. 


1  veteranTwo  Purple  Hearts,  and  medals  for  serv¬ 
ice  to  our  country,  also  member  of  the  Red  Feather 
Society.  Paul  is  noted  for  his  speed  and  toughness. 
Though  an  outstanding  football,  baseball  and  bas¬ 
ketball  player,  Paul’s  greatest  love  is  rodeo.  He  was 
an  all-around  cowboy,  one  of  the  Tribe ’s  early 
Indian  cowboys,  and  competed  in  the  southern 
states.  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  was  an  early  organizer  of 
the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association.  Paul  Bowers 
Sr.  is  truly  an  inspiration  to  the  Seminole  youth, 
proud  man,  a  warrior,  and  athlete  and  leader.  Man 
who  loves  his  people. 


OViirley  was  an  all  around  athlete.  Was  a  fierce 
kJ  competitor,  on  the  court  or  field.  Shirley  will  be 
remembered  for  her  humbleness  and  love  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Shirley  has  worked  for  the  Tribal  Preschool 
for  many  years  and  continues  to  be  an  inspiration  tc 
the  ladies  of  the  Seminole  Tribe. 


Judy  Tiger,  Ernie  Tiger  and  Mike  Tiger  proudly  represent  their  family. 


Wilson  Bowers,  Linda  Tommie  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  show  off 
Paul’s  plaque. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Stephen  Bowers  reminisces  about  the  ol’  days  with  the  late  Clyde  Tiger 
as  Tiger’s  brother  Mike  listens. 
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Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Bent  exhaust  systems. 


Indian  Rodeo  Stars  Add 
Excitement  to  Field  Days 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Indian  rodeo  made  its 
presence  known  in  a  big  way  at  the  Brighton  Field 
Days  with  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association 
(EIRA)  Touring  Pro  event  on  Feb.  14-16.  The 
competition  was  extremely  challenging,  with  top 
cowboys  and  cowgirls  from  all  across  North 
America  participating. 

The  rodeo  entailed  long  days  and  nights 
with  a  lot  of  hard  work  for  competitors,  rodeo 
crew  and  staff.  During  the  event,  entrants  from  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  battled  Tribal  members 
from  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

This  event  is  considered  one  of  the  major 
rodeos  in  Indian  country.  It  was  sanctioned  by  the 
EIRA  in  conjunction  with  the  Indian  National 
Finals  Rodeo  (INFR).  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
Brighton  Field  Day  Fund,  Brighton’s  Tribal 
Council  Representative  Andrew  Bowers  and 
Board  Representative  Johnny  Jones. 

This  event  was  the  second  EIRA  tour 
rodeo  of  the  series,  following  the  season  opener  at 
Hard  Rock  Live  in  Hollywood  a  week  earlier.  The 
bulls,  calves  and  horses  were  supplied  by  three 
Seminole-owned  rodeo  stock  contractors,  Bowers 
Bucking  Bulls,  Marki  Rodeo  and  5-Star  Rodeo. 


go  went  to  Brighton’s  Sydney  R.  Gore  at  4.4  sec¬ 
onds,  ranking  him  fourth  in  the  accumulated  aver¬ 
age  in  this  sanctioned  event  to  date.  MacKenzie 
Johns  of  Brighton  claimed  second  place  in  barrel 
racing  in  the  long  go  with  16.3  seconds,  and  then 
went  on  to  win  first  place  in  the  short  go  with 
16.6  seconds.  She  is  now  ranked  No.  1  in  the 
accumulated  average  to  date.  Jo  Leigh  “Boogie” 
Jumper  of  Brighton  claimed  first  place  in  barrel 
racing  in  the  long  go  with  16.1  seconds. 

Young  riders  who  showed  great  promise 
in  bull  riding  were  Brighton’s  Justin  Aldridge, 
who  won  first  place  in  short  go  with  a  score  of  8 1 
seconds,  and  Seth  Randolph,  who  placed  fourth  in 
short  go  at  68.  In  bull  riding,  Justin  Gopher 
claimed  fourth  place  in  the  average  with  a  score  of 
79. 

In  addition  to  outstanding  competition, 
the  Brighton  Seminole  reservation  brought  in  the 
best  of  the  best  of  the  world’s  rodeo  entertainers. 
The  featured  acts  alone  made  this  Indian  rodeo 
just  about  the  best  thing  happening  within  a  100- 
mile  radius. 

The  show  opened  with  Johnny  U  and 
Cowboy  Country  from  Idaho.  The  band  crooned 
cowboy  tunes  in  tight  harmony  reminiscent  of 


Cowboys  from  all  over  the  country  await  their  turns  for  slack  timed  events. 


The  sheer  volume  of  contestants  was  so 
great  that  the  rodeo  officially  began  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Feb.  14  with  a  slack  performance.  This  con¬ 
sisted  of  competitors  who  could  not  be  featured  in 
the  long  go  performance  due  to  time  constraints. 
The  slack  included  19  riders  qualifying  in  barrel 
racing,  18  contestants  in  steer  wrestling  and  40 
teams  in  team  roping. 

The  nightlong  go  performance  began  at  8 
p.m.  and  lasted  until  after  midnight.  The  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  slack  and  long  go  performances  result¬ 
ed  in  a  14-hour  day  for  many  of  the  cowboys  and 
cowgirls,  and  an  extremely  competitive  field  for 
all  of  the  participants. 

Each  rodeo  event’s  top  15  scored  riders 
from  the  combined  slack  and  long  go  performanc¬ 
es  qualified  to  participate  in  the  championship 
short  go  round  on  the  night  of  Feb.  16.  The  top 
ranked  competitors  for  the  combined  performanc¬ 
es  on  Feb.  14  won  prize  money  awards  as  well. 

The  evening  performance  on  Feb.  16 
started  about  6  p.m.  with  non-sanctioned  events 
including  mutton  busting,  calf  riding  and  many 
other  children’s  activities. 

The  sanctioned  performance  began  at  8 
p.m.  and  began  with  a  touching  tribute  to 
Brighton’s  cowboy  and  rodeo  rider,  Rodney 
Osceola.  Rodney  was  injured  last  year  in  the 
Brighton  Field  Day  2006  EIRA  Tour.  After  the 
colorful  opening  festivities,  the  top  15  cowboy 
and  cowgirl  event  qualifiers  began  their  battle  for 
rodeo  supremacy. 

Seminole  cowboys  and  cowgirls  entered 
and  qualified  in  almost  every  event,  and  proved  to 
be  very  competitive  against  the  world’s  best 
Indian  cowboys.  Paulette  Bowers  of  Big  Cypress 
won  first  place  in  the  breakaway  short  go. 

First  place  in  steer  wrestling  in  the  long 


Roy  Rogers,  Bob  Wills  and  the  Sons  of  the 
Pioneers.  The  show  music  and  sound  were  han¬ 
dled  by  Reese  Thomas,  the  PRCA  Southeast 
Circuit  entertainer  of  the  year,  who  also  performed 
a  harmony  duet  with  Johnny  U  on  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  during  the  opening  ceremonies. 

Roger  Mooney,  the  PRCA  National 
Finals  announcer,  handled  the  microphone,  keep¬ 
ing  the  fans  informed  and  entertained,  while 
Rockin’  Robbie  Hodges  took  on  the  barrel  clown 
and  funny  man  duties,  performing  his  hilarious 
Sumo  wrestler  act. 

PRCA  Act  of  the  Year  Vince  Bruce  came 
all  the  way  from  London,  England.  His  half-time 
performance  with  lariat  and  whips  was  outstand¬ 
ing.  During  one  part  of  the  act,  Bruce  was  riding 
two  horses  at  a  time  with  one  leg  on  each  while 
gracefully  spinning  a  wide  lariat  over  his  head. 
Later  he  was  cutting  a  playing  card  out  of  his  own 
mouth  with  a  swipe  of  the  bullwhip. 

The  rodeo  paid  out  $5,000  added  money 
in  each  event  and  $10,000  in  the  team  roping  as 
well  as  substantial  championship  awards.  The 
highest  money  winner  who  competed  in  both  the 
first  and  second  rodeos  received  a  one-of-a-kind 
Seminole  rifle  and  the  all-around  champion 
received  a  horse  trailer. 

The  EIRA  Tour  Rodeo  attracted  the  most 
talented  Indian  cowboys  and  cowgirls  from  all 
over  the  country.  The  Fred  Smith  Arena  and 
Rodeo  Grounds  was  slap  full  of  trucks,  horse  rigs, 
and  contestants  from  such  faraway  places  as 
Montana,  South  Dakota,  Arizona  and  Oregon. 

It  was  wonderful  to  see  cowboys  and 
cowgirls  as  well  as  their  families  enjoying 
Seminole  Country  hospitality  and  the  Brighton 
Field  Days  Festival  and  Rodeo. 


Emma  Brown 

Shelby  Osceola 


High  School  Rodeo  Team  Competes  in 
Dixie  Challenge 


By  Emma  Brown 

JACKSONVILLE  —  The  Brighton  high 
school  rodeo  cowboys  and  cowgirls  traveled  to  the 
northern  end  of  Florida  recently  to  compete  in  the 
First  Annual  Dixie  Challenge.  Competitors  came  in 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  to  compete  in  the 
rodeo  and  were  determined  not  to  let  the  cold 
snap  stop  them  from  putting  their  athletic 


skills  to  work  for  their  team  and  state. 

Congratulations  to  these  youngsters  who  once 
again  made  it  to  the  pay  window:  Shelby  Osceola: 
fifth,  breakaway  roping,  seventh,  goat  tying,  eighth, 
pole  bending;  Jacoby  Johns:  second,  bareback  riding; 
Hillard  Gopher:  sixth,  team  roping. 


May  IF'  s  26'"  2007 


OPEN  Id  Native  African  fljhtetes.  must  presen-i  proof 
[2  non  ntfnre  now  spols  availafc 
1*  place  S5000.0Q 
T'  5  J:orw 

r  tliH  I30W  CHJ 
BhflU  to  e^ery  paitop&fil 


HOMERUN  DERBY! 

Men  and  women  divisions 
$10.00  entry  fee 
Winner  gets  $30£LQg  plus  trophy 
A.S.A,  rules  app3y 
Battef  starts  with  1  and  \  count 
1 5  man  roster  Nmit 

Winning  /  1:  IS  game  time  limit 
S5Q0  00  registtation  Tee  payable  to  Se  mmole 
Recreation 

3090  N  63rfl  Ave  Hollywood,  Florida  33024 

CONTACT  LEON  WILCOX 
■#  954-966-6300  extl0814 


w  ww  .axhaustd  epot .  com 


-  Mandrel  bent  piping  flows  more  than  standard 
rnuffkr  sh&j)  pfws  Dent. 

-  muffle^  shop  ejfhflust  wjrk  a'&p  <tene- 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Turbo  down  pipe  and  intercooler  pipe  specialist1 

-  Aluminum  ben-ds  coming  soon, 

954-364-4499  5925  Rave  ns  wood  Road  EJoyD-10 

954-5  59-  2  009  Dbnia  Beach,  FI  3  3  3 1 2 
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WALK  TO  D’FEET  ALS 

|Lfru  lichncS  l>i^rn>c  I 

TWl  VHYOTfWIt  UHRALSnXHIBIS 
ASSOC  1A I  fOflV  SPOVSOKS  A  W  ALK  £\ Lft\  \  EAR 
TO  RAIS?  Ft  \K> 

Tbs  Walk  (&  D'FeeiA IS®  offers  an  exciting, 
empowering  opportunity  lar  patients  iamily  members, 
hi&nds.  companies  arid  organtzoticra  across  1 he 
country  to  raise  Signrficanl  funds  to  suppod 
comprehensive  palieni  service  programs  a nd  cutting- 
edge  research  By  participating  in  area  Walt*,  both 
waited  and  donofs  directly  impad  ihe  lives  of  these 
affected  by  ALS  as  well  as  spread  awareness  for  this 
devastating  disease  arid  the  urged  need  to  find 
trealmenss  arvd  a  cure  Wafting  is  a  greal  visible  way 
to  tell  others  that  you  support  Ihe  fight  against  ALS 

Join  up  under  the  Seminole  Tntw  of  Florida.  The 
team  is  already  set  up.  Just  goto  Florida  ALS 
Wafts  to  Sunrise  Walk  and  sign  up. 

March  1 7C  2<M>7 


Any  ^ufisbons  tali  Tina  Mertnttla  |954)K2-2M9  or 
Edna  flcDuffts.  Big  Cypress  Wellness.  Center 

[mma-biw 


The  Education  Department  js  mwlmg  SP  to  t2lh  graders  to 

tflSrl 

Honda  State  UmyefSity  arwl  meet  with  Coadi  Bowden  on 
ApeA  B„  2007 


To  register,  panaM/guandfan  should  fill  out  Ibis  form  and 
subrnd  it  to  ma  H  gha 


HsjhEr  Educalioo  Advisor  or  Resarvabon 

Advisor 


Deadline .  Marr^i  16.  2007 

For  more  details,  please  call  Education  Department  al 
ext  1311 

f )  Yes.  I  am  joining  the  tnp 

Marne  of  Student _ 


Grade. _ School. 

Panent/Guandiari  _ _ 

Contact  Mo _ 


The  Water  Resource 
Management  Department 
Presents  Earth  Day  2007 


■E&iifi  Ody  iii  ‘My  tfiadiyanf 

Come  learn  about  water  resources,  vegetation 
and  wildlife  right  here  on  Big  Cypress 
Reservation!  Hands  on  activities,  wildlife 
demonstrations  and  games  for  all  ages. 

Celebrated  on  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation 
on  April  20,  2007  9  am  to  5  pm 
At  the  parking  lot  across  from  the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum 
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News  From  Indian  Country 

San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  Donates 
$100,000  To  American  Indian  College  Fund 

California  Tribe  Supports  Sovereign  Nations  Scholarship  Fund  Endowment 


Submitted  by  American  Indian  College  Fund 

DENVER,  CO  —  The  San  Manuel  Band  of 
Mission  Indians  announced  that  they  have  contributed 
$100,000  to  the  American  Indian  College  Fund 
(AICF).  This  historic  gift  will  be  used  to  support  two 
scholarship  programs  at  the  Fund  with  $50,000  going 
toward  the  Sovereign  Nations  Scholarship  Fund 
Endowment  (SNSFE)  and  $50,000  going  towards  a 
general  scholarship  fund  for 
Native  students  attending  the 
nation’s  Tribal  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities. 

The  Sovereign  Nations 
Scholarship  Fund  Endowment 
is  a  permanent  endowment  sup¬ 
ported  by  Indian  Nations, 

Native-owned  businesses,  cor¬ 
porations,  foundations  and  indi¬ 
viduals.  It  provides  scholarships 
for  the  nation’s  best  and  bright¬ 
est  Native  students  in  perpetu¬ 
ity. 

The  SNSFE  was 
launched  by  the  AICF  in  2001 
with  a  $900,000  donation  made 
by  the  Shakopee  Mdewakanton 
Sioux  Community  who  chal¬ 
lenged  other  Tribes  to  match 
this  grant  and  support  American 
Indian  higher  education. 

Through  the  endowed  Sovereign  Nations  Scholarship 
Fund,  Indian  people  will  help  support  education  while 
demonstrating  the  Tribal  value  of  sharing  resources. 

The  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians 
upholds  their  long  held  traditions  of  sharing  with  their 
neighbors  and  the  extended  community  by  donating 
millions  of  dollars  each  year  to  improve  the  quality  of 
life  for  Native  people.  In  particular,  the  Tribe  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  education  and  regularly  supports  programs 
that  focus  on  educating  American  Indian  youth. 


Richard  Williams,  AICF  president  and  CEO, 
thanked  the  Tribe  for  their  outstanding  commitment  to 
Indian  education. 

“The  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians 
partnership  with  the  American  Indian  College  Fund 
gives  American  Indian  students  an  opportunity  to  real¬ 
ize  a  college  education,  Williams  said.  “We  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  for 
their  support  in  helping  us  to 
increase  educational  attainment 
rates  among  Native  people  and 
ultimately,  strengthening  our 
Native  communities.” 

“Education  is  para¬ 
mount  to  today’s  youth,  said 
Henry  Duro,  San  Manuel  chair¬ 
man,  “The  reality  is  that  many 
of  America’s  native  youth  do 
not  have  the  resources  to 
achieve  a  higher  education.  As 
part  of  a  greater  community,  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  those 
who  can  to  assist  those  who 
can’t.  We  feel  that  working  with 
organizations  like  the  American 
Indian  College  Fund  will  help 
us  make  an  impact  in  the  lives 
of  Native  American  youths.” 

The  AICF  is  one  of  the 
largest  providers  of  private 
scholarships  for  American  Indian  students.  It  supports 
more  than  30,000  degree-seeking  and  community  edu¬ 
cation  students  attending  32  Tribal  colleges  in  1 1 
states. 

To  leam  more  about  the  American  Indian 
College  Fund,  please  visit  www.collegefund.org.  For 
more  information  about  the  San  Manuel  Band  of 
Mission  Indians,  please  visit  http://www.sanmanuel- 
nsn.gov. 


Frontline  Defense  of  Tribal  Sovereignty 

NARF  Tribal  Supreme  Court  Project 


Submitted  by  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund 

WASHINGTON  —  In  the  past  two  decades, 
the  Supreme  Court  has  steadily  chipped  away  at  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Tribal  sovereignty,  both  by 
restricting  Tribal  jurisdiction  and  by  extending  state 
jurisdiction.  These  decisions  by  the  Supreme  Court 
have  led  to  a  Tribal  Sovereignty  Protection  Initiative 
in  partnership  with  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians  (NCAI)  and  Tribes  nationwide  to  restore  and 
defend  the  traditional  principles  of  inherent  Tribal  sov¬ 
ereignty. 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF) 
launched  the  Tribal  Supreme  Court  Project  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  NCAI  in  2001.  To  achieve  the  goals  of  the 
project,  NARF  monitors  cases  which  appear  to  be 
beaded  for  the  Supreme  Court  and  organizes,  coordi¬ 
nates  and  contributes  to  a  nationwide  Indian  amicus 
brief  writing  network.  Amicus  (Fatin  for  friend)  briefs 
allow  those  not  directly  involved  in  litigation,  but 
potentially  impacted  by  the  outcome,  to  provide  infor¬ 
mation  and  arguments  directly  to  the  court. 

By  bringing  together  experienced  Indian  law 
practitioners  and  scholars  to  discuss  and  agree  upon  a 
coordinated  amicus  brief  writing  strategy  in  each  case, 


and  by  assisting  the  parties,  NARF  ensures  that  the 
most  effective  and  focused  arguments  are  made  before 
the  court  on  behalf  of  Tribal  sovereignty  and  Indian 
Country. 

NARF’s  Tribal  Supreme  Court  Project  is  dili¬ 
gently  monitoring  numerous  cases  at  various  stages  of 
appeal  within  both  state  and  federal  courts.  The  organ¬ 
ization  prepares  amicus  briefs  in  several  Indian  law 
cases  before  the  various  the  U.S.  Circuit  Courts  of 
Appeals.  NARF  also  analyzes  new  cases  working  their 
way  through  the  lower  courts  that  have  the  potential  to 
be  damaging  to  Tribal  sovereignty. 

Copies  of  briefs  and  other  materials  for  each 
case  are  available  at  http://www.narf.org/sct/index. 
html. 

NARF  Senior  Staff  Attorney  Richard  Guest  is 
available  to  answer  questions  at  (202)  785-4166. 

The  Tribal  Supreme  Court  Project  is  also 
reliant  on  the  generous  support  of  Tribes  and  donors  to 
continue  its  important  work  on  behalf  of  Indian 
Country  and  Tribal  sovereignty.  To  leam  more  about 
supporting  this  work,  please  contact  Guest  at  the 
phone  number  above  or  NARF  at  (303)  447-8760. 
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EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions.  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


rtn  cauei  otmnLfMiiu  ■ 

MIL  URVlCE  «u  hAJcACEjHJiT 


AVAIL  ABU  OPTIONS: 
loath  etttl-Md  Sofa  Bod.  OnSiai;  CD  Changer  Surround  Sound.  Dual  Entry  Doors. 
Ground  Effects  Packages.  20  Wheels  &  Much  More. 

Custom  Wheels.  Custom  Paint  Jobs.  Lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


Maroone  > 
Chevrolet 


On  Pines/Holivwooil  Mud. 

Just  West  of  University  Drive 

954-443-3408 

CONTACT  GIOVANNI  VAI1GAS 
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Announcements  *  Abdaheeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


New  Kids 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  the 
birth  of  Josiah  Aiden  Robbins,  Panther 
clan.  Proud  parents  are  Erika  and  Seth 
Robbins.  Josiah’s  brothers  are  Kyle,  Dylan 
and  Kassiah  and  his  sister  is  Natalia. 
Grandparents  are  Bobby  and  Alicia 
Tigertail  from  Trail  and  Bernard  and  Mary 
Robbins  from  Big  Cypress. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Great-grandma  (L-R)  Maggie  Osceola  and  Minnie  Billie  Doctor  with  the  new 
baby 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Daddy  Douglas  Huggins  with  baby 
Chloe 


Proud  parents  Symphoni 
Jumper  and  Douglas  Huggins  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter  Chloe 
Noeloni  Huggins  on  Feb.  14  at  6:30 
p.m.  She  weighed  7  pounds,  6  ounces 
and  measured  19  inches. 

Maternal  great-grandparents 
are  Maggie  Osceola  and  Minnie  Billie 
Doctor;  maternal  grandparents  are 
Mabel  Doctor  and  Harley  Jumper; 
paternal  grandparents  are  Alberta  and 
Clifton  Huggins  and  brother  Shilin 
Huggins,  1. 

Family  and  friends  gathered  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  on  Feb.  21  for 
Chloe’s  baby  shower. 


Happy  Birthday 


Happy  birthday  to  Shilin  Huggins. 

From  your  family, 

Great-grandparents  Maggie 
Osceola  and  Minnie  Billie  Doctor, 
grandparents  Mabel  Doctor,  Harley 
Jumper  and  Alberta  and  Clifton 
Huggins,  parents  Symphoni  Jumper  and 
Douglas  Huggins  and  baby  sister  Chloe. 


fc 


Wishing  you  a  Happy  34th 
Birthday!  If  designers  were  monkeys, 
you’d  be  the  leader  of  the  bunch.  Thanks 
for  hanging  with  all  the  girls  without  too 
many  complaints.  We  love  you  and  keep 
up  the  GOOD  work. 

Oooohhh  ooohhh  aaawww  awww 
From  the  rest  of  the  zoo 


Poem 


Magic  Formula 

To  prove  to  yourself  that  you  are  a  good 
person  who  doesn’t  need  to  be  punished, 
choose  to  do  what  you  know  is  right. 

If  you  want  to  continue  to  be  unhappy, 
grab  for  the  fleeting  moments  of  whatever 
your  heart  is  telling  you  isn’t  right  for  you, 
so  you  can  continue  to  see  yourself  as  a 
bad  person. 

When  you  are  unhappy  about  something 
you  have  done,  it’s  probably  not  because 
of  what  you  have  done  so  much  as  that 
you  did  not  listen  to  your  heart  when  it 
guided  you  not  to  do  it. 

Just  do  what  you  know  is  right. 

You  can  do  it  for  yourself  and  as  a  gift  for 
everyone  else. 

Do  good 

And  feel  good 

And  be  happier 

And  more  willing 

And  more  loving 

And  more  forgiving 

And  more  accepting 

And  more  compassionate 

And  the  whole  world  will  feel  better. 

—  Willie  McKinley  Osceola 
Jan.  28,  2007 


The  2007  Tribal 
Calendars  Are 
Here 

Seminole  Tribal  citizens 
can  pick  up  their  compli¬ 
mentary  copies  of  the 
2007  calendar  at  either 
the  Hollywood 
Headquarters,  Suite  #235, 
the  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative’s  Office  or 
the  field  offices  on  the 
Naples,  Brighton, 
Immokalee,  Tampa  and 
Fort  Pierce  reservations. 

Additional  copies  are 
available  at  the  Tribune 
office  for  $10.  For  more 
information,  please  con¬ 
tact  Darline  Buster  at 
(954)  966-6300,  Ext. 

1266. 


For  my  friends  and  family,  I  wish  you 
the  best  this  year. 

I  would  like  to  say  this  for  my  two  boys, 
Nathaniel  Blake  Jim  and  Bruton  Lee 
Harjo  Jr., 


I  think  about  you  two  every  day 
as  I  sit  here,  wishing  things  would  have 
been  different.  Even  though  I  can’t 
change  the  past,  I  know  I  can  change 
what  the  future  can  be. 

I’m  trying  to  get  things  right 
with  myself  this  time  around  because  I 
would  like  to  spend  time  with  you  two, 
rather  than  spending  it  behind  these 


walls  and  fences. 

I  don’t  want  to  promise  any¬ 
thing  to  you  two  right  now  because  any¬ 
thing  can  happen  in  time. 

I  know  things  will  work  out 
because  I  want  to  be  a  father  to  you  two. 

I  would  like  to  spend  time  with 
you  two,  if  possible,  once  I’m  through 
with  this  situation  I’m  in. 

I  love  and  miss  you  both. 

I  wish  I  could  say  that  in  per¬ 
son. 

In  due  time,  though. 

Love  you  both, 

Dad 

Burton  Lee  Harjo  Sr 


Help  Wanted 


Position  Title:  Network 
Administrator/Seminole  Police 
Department 

Department:  Information 
Technology 

Location:  Seminole  Police 
Department,  assigned  to  the 
Hollywood  Reservation 
Salary:  $52,000 


Minimum  Qualifications:  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  information  systems  or  related  field 
or  four  to  six  years  of  related  experience  and  one 
of  the  following  certifications  preferred:  MCSE 
(2000  or  2003),  CCNA,  CCIE  and/or  MCP. 

Duties:  Plan,  design  and  maintain  the  police 

agency’s  Tribal-wide  network  systems  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  integrity  and  network 
security.  Troubleshoot,  evaluate,  and  suggest/implement  new  technologies  for  the  net¬ 
work  for  proper  functionality  of  network  resources  to  provide  users  with  secure  access  to 
computerized  programs  and  data.  Diagnose  problems,  deficiencies  and  abnormal  condi¬ 
tions  and  initiate  actions  to  ensure  that  they  are  resolved  in  a  timely  manner. 


GET  OUT  OF  JAIL1 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


Professional  Service 


We  have  moved ,  the  new  address  is 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  3331 1 


(954)  583-9119  *  Tribal  Dividends  Accepted 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


26 


March  16,  2007 


Lumhutghlnl 


Full-Lonjall 
MirhlmJ  Ceiling 


PualAJuSAjlMo'1' 
2J5  Ampv 
with  A £■  I  m'tnm 
uiid  2  Cap* 


M  I3i  mr 
(wiiridc  rtnmr  i 


450U  Wall 
5(iuml  SyMvi 


W]ft;kU 

fiUcrnei 


Dbou  l-1u.iffWo<xli 


PVtVCllfM/AM 


*'  [r»  «!■  .  i<  1  *  TXrr*fi? 


Semina  lo  Edition  {  Bj=>  to  jqo?  t?Pi 


Independence  Edition  {  p«nw  uj  kkw  jsp™ 


Triba  I  EdiUon  |  vtmjajmja iw^  SoBe  EdiHon  j  ^  au^am 


Freedom  Edition  |  bih*  hj  aar jsPk 


ZffljrimMU  Tcwn  Car  id  Praengr 


American  Jdol  EdrtJon  |  jjpnvwp* 


Urflfr  3w  urtftjWhto  3W  bql  i?  pf&xqrf 


Berflav  Edition  200?  j  Stiff  A  Bfereh  CM  12  Pi 


H^cafe  6hie  |  $#*f  200?  CtS  5Sd  1  Passenger 


MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

www,  m  i  lleniumli  mo.com 


22-Seat  2(HI7  Hummer  H2 
Eayk1  t  Edition 


TftcVkkift 
i  uinar  4iH>  dnin  dc  b  j 


Fidi  Tank  I  Sub-woofer*  Revnrdi  r*p 

\  SliMjiu 

jflPBtn1,  l  [  / 

W*«*  \  I  Polar  R 

1m  -  / 


Over  18  Hummers,  Ckryslers,  Mercedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from!  Sasi£iz' 

Starting  out  at  $55/ hr  for  Regular  Limns  DiKW 

$99/lir  for  Hummer  H2  Limos  and  Escalade  Limos 

The  larpea  SUV  Heel  in  Stiulh  Fluriilj  Ihe  lowest  pfitts, 

Flcci:  Mi  Lincoln  Tawncar,  Ex&fiLons from  IK/22/26 

pussengets,  Hummer H2,  Cadillac  Escalade  2007,  Ciin/iicr  SOO, 

1-800-808-2062 


Wei** 

I K  ■crj'^ifcl  jjtos.^1 


Nam  Uiliu  Liis  Vegas  Syk  Mnl  Mndiiiu 


Weddings  *  Night  Outs  *  Airport  Port  Transfers  *  Excursions  •  Much  More  f  Prices  mm  hr  higher  tw  weekends  and  holiday* i 
Fax:  954-704-9106  •  Email:  miUeniumUmos@aoi.com  *  We  cover  the  following  counties:  Lee ;  Collier,  Dade ,  Broward,  Palm  Beach 


Community  ‘Prayer  Warrior’  Celebrates  65th  Birthday 

Happy  Birthday  to  Tribal  Citizen  JoAnn  Osceola 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

JoAnn  Osceola  blows  out  the  candles  on  her  birthday  cake. 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

JoAnn  and  daughter-in-law  Loretta  Micco 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  “Prayer  Warrior”  has 
reached  another  milestone.  JoAnn  Osceola,  Panther  clan,  is  a 
former  Tribal  Council  representative,  an  elder  leader,  mother 
of  seven  and  very  respected  in  the  community.  The  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  hosted  her  friends  and  family  in  cele¬ 
brating  Osceola’s  65th  birthday  on  March  1.  The  celebration 
came  just  one  day  after  Osceola’s  actual  birthday,  Feb.  28. 

The  surprised  birthday  girl  entered  the  ballroom  to 
cheers  and  applause.  An  invocation  by  friend  Bruce  Pratt  pre¬ 
ceded  the  dinner.  Performances  from  Parker  and  Carol 
Jonathan,  Oklahoma  gospel  singer  Mary  K.  Henderson  and 
Tribal  citizen  Spencer  Battiest  kept  guests  entertained  during 
the  celebration. 

Contests  and  games  were  also  part  of  the  evening, 
along  with  a  few  words  from  friends  and  family  including 
Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 
He  and  others  reflected  on  her  life  and  those  she  has  influ¬ 
enced  through  her  faith  and  convictions  in  Christianity. 
According  to  daughter  Alicia  Sanchez-Cahal,  this  led  to  her 
nickname,  Prayer  Warrior. 

Sanchez-Cahal  said  her  mother  has  seen  and  experi¬ 
enced  a  lot  in  all  her  years.  She  said  her  mom  was  horn  on 
Feb.  28,  1942;  a  special  and  unique  time  in  the  country’s  his¬ 
tory.  Sanchez-Cabal  said  it  was  nice  to  do  something  special 
for  her  mom. 

“This  was  another  opportunity  to  kind  of  pick  her 
[spirits]  up,”  Sanchez-Cahal  said. 

Although  Osceola  has  suffered  from  the  effects  of 
diabetes  and  is  now  legally  blind,  her  faith  remains  strong.  It 
was  important  to  show  her  how  much  she  means  to  all  those 
she  has  helped  throughout  the  years,  Sanchez-Cabal 
explained. 

“I  don’t  know  how  long  she’s  going  to  be  around,” 
she  said.  “So  I  just  wanted  to  show  her  that  she’s  appreciat¬ 
ed.” 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

(L-R)  JoAnn  with  Hollywood  Council  Rep.  Max  Osceola 


Daughter  Alicia  Sanchez-Cabal  hugs  mom  JoAnn  Osceola. 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

JoAnn  poses  with  her  daughters:  (L-R)  Tristina  Osceola,  Alicia  Sanchez-Cabal, 
Geraldine  Osceola  and  Rita  Micco. 
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Casino  Esh-te-inay-bee  Cheke  Setenpokvcuko 


Legendary  Motown  Sensation  Diana  Ross  to  Perform 


Seminole  Casino  Coconut  Creek  Named  North 
Broward  YMCA’s  2006  Business  of  the  Year 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Diana  Ross,  40-year 
music  industry  veteran  and  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  iconic  Motown  artists,  will  perform 
at  Hard  Rock  Live  on  April  30  at  8  p.m. 

Tickets  cost  $100,  $75,  and 
$50.  Additional  fees  may  apply  for 
reserved  seating.  Tickets  are  available  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Live  box  office,  open 
daily  from  noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  online  at  www.tick- 
etmaster.com,  or  to  charge  by  phone: 

Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309,  Palm  Beach  (561)  966- 
3309.  Doors  open  one  hour  before  the 
show  starts. 

Beginning  in  the  1960s,  as  lead 
singer  of  The  Supremes  and  also  as  a 
solo  performer,  Ross  had  an  unprece¬ 
dented  12  No.  1  singles  in  the  United 
States.  The  Supremes  are  rivaled  only  by 
The  Beatles  as  the  biggest  hit  group  of 
that  decade. 

In  1970,  Ross  branched  out  to 
establish  a  hugely  successful  solo  career. 

In  the  following  two  decades,  she 
became  one  of  the  most  successful 
female  artists  of  the  rock/pop  era,  par- 
laying  her  success  into  triumphs  in  film, 
on  television  and  on  Broadway. 

The  1980s  saw  Ross  secure  the 
biggest  hit  of  her  career  with  another 
movie  theme,  “Endless  Love,”  a  duet  with  Lionel 
Richie.  Following  was  the  Top  10  hit  “Muscles,”  writ¬ 
ten  and  produced  by  Michael  Jackson,  and  “Missing 
You.” 

Outside  of  her  recording  career,  Ross’s 
achievements  are  many.  In  1993,  The  Guinness  Book 


of  World  Records  jointly  awarded  her  its  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award  and  the  title  of  most  successful 
female  vocalist  of  all  time.  Her  citation  noted,  “There 
are  no  direct  con¬ 
tenders  for  Miss 
Ross’s  award.” 

In  1994,  the 
multitalented  singer 
published  her  autobi¬ 
ography,  followed  by 
a  dramatic  television 
debut  in  Out  of 
Darkness,  for  which 
she  also  acted  as  exec¬ 
utive  producer.  Her 
role  as  a  victim  of 
schizophrenia  earned 
her  glowing  reviews 
and  a  Golden  Globe 
nomination. 

She  was 

Oscar®-nominated  for 
her  first  film  role,  an 
extraordinary  per¬ 
formance  as  Billie 
Holiday  in  “Lady 
Sings  the  Blues,”  and 
also  starred  in  “The 
Wiz.”  Through  her 
own  company,  Anaid 
Film  Productions  Inc., 
she  has  executive-pro¬ 
duced  five  specials  for 
ABC,  CBS,  HBO  and  Showtime. 

Last  year,  Ross  was  celebrated  by  MAC 
Cosmetics  as  the  face  of  its  new  ICONS  collection. 

She  was  recently  among  the  25  legends,  including 
Tina  Turner,  Coretta  Scott  King  and  Maya  Angelou, 
honored  by  Oprah  Winfrey  as  her  personal  heroines. 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

COCONUT  CREEK  —  The  Seminole 
Casino  Coconut  Creek  was  recently  recognized  as  the 
North  Broward  YMCA  Family  Center’s  2006  Business 
of  the  Year.  This  award  honors  the  casino’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  improving  the  lives  of  local  children  and  their 
families. 

“The  casi¬ 
no  is  truly  honored 
to  be  awarded  as 
Business  of  the 
Year,”  said 
Seminole  Casino 
Coconut  Creek 
General  Manager 
Steve  Bonner. 

“We’re  proud  to 
invest  in  the 
YMCA  because  we 
believe  its  pro¬ 
grams  generate 
measurable  out¬ 
comes  in  making 
the  local  area  an 
even  better  place  to 
live.” 

The  casi¬ 
no  was  a  major 
contributor  toward 
the  North  Broward  YMCA  Golf  Classic  held  last  May 
at  Eagle  Trace  in  Coral  Springs,  and  also  underwrote 
the  cost  of  the  tournament’s  silent  auction  and  cocktail 
hour.  This  enabled  the  YMCA  to  raise  significant 
funds  to  support  the  2006  Partners  With  Youth  Annual 
Scholarship  Campaign. 

Through  the  scholarship  campaign,  the  North 
Broward  YMCA  is  able  to  provide  scholarships  for 
local  youngsters  and  teens  to  get  involved  in  before- 


and  after- school  programs  and  numerous  sports  pro¬ 
gram  activities.  In  addition,  the  scholarship  program 
supports  youth  leadership  development  and  special 
needs  programming. 

“We’d  like  to  thank  and  recognize  Seminole 
Coconut  Creek  as  the  Business  of  the  Year  for  then- 

support,  leadership 
and  sponsorship  in 
our  North  Broward 
County  YMCA,” 
said  Sheryl  A. 
Woods,  chief  oper¬ 
ating  officer  and 
vice  president  of 
operations.  “Due  to 
their  involvement 
in  ‘making  our 
community  better,’ 
we  will  expand 
programs  and  serv¬ 
ices  to  our  commu¬ 
nity’s  children  and 
families  —  pro¬ 
grams  including 
youth  sports,  teen 
mentorship  and 
work  with  special 
needs  children.” 

Bonner 

added:  “We  were  very  pleased  that  we  could  help  to 
have  a  positive  impact  on  the  lives  of  the  children  and 
their  families  in  North  Broward.” 

The  Seminole  Casino  Coconut  Creek  is  locat¬ 
ed  just  east  of  State  Road  7  (U.S.  441)  and  north  of 
Sample  Road  on  40th  St.  For  more  information,  call 
(954)  977-6700,  fax  (954)  970-7721,  write  to  5550 
NW  40  St.,  Coconut  Creek,  FL  33073,  or  visit 
www.seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com. 


CASINO 
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Ray  Romano,  Brad  Garrett  Team  Up  for  Stand-up  Show 

Former  Stars  of  Everybody  Loves  Raymond 


The  Who  to  Perf  orm  With  Special  Guests  Rose  Hill  Drive 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Comedians  Ray  Romano 
and  Brad  Garrett,  former  stars  of  the  CBS  television 
sitcom  Everybody  Loves  Raymond  (1996-2005),  are 
teaming  up  for  a  stand-up  comedy  show  performance 
at  Hard  Rock  Live  on  April  18  at  8  p.m.  Doors  open 
one  hour  before  the  show  starts. 

Special  guest  Jon  Manfrellotti  will  also  per¬ 
form.  Manfrellotti  had  a  recurring  role  on  Everybody 
Loves  Raymond,  playing  Gianni. 

Tickets  cost  $100,  $75  and  $50  for  reserved 
seating  and  are  available  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box 
Office,  open  daily  from  noon  until  7  p.m.  Tickets  pur¬ 
chased  in  person  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office  do 
not  incur  additional  service  fees. 

Tickets  are  also  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets:  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 

After  building  a  career  on  the  stand-up  come¬ 


dy  stage,  Romano  began  appearing  on  television, 
doing  his  act  for  Johnny  Carson,  Jay  Leno  and  David 
Letterman  in  the  early  1990s.  In  1996  Letterman  and 
CBS  signed  him  to  develop  a  sitcom  based  loosely  on 
his  family  life,  and  the  show  became  a  ratings  success. 
In  2001  Romano  signed  a  new  contract  that  made  him 
one  of  the  highest-paid  actors  in  television. 

Brad  Garrett  landed  an  appearance  on  “The 
Tonight  Show  Starring  Johnny  Carson”  at  the  age  of 
23,  making  him  one  of  the  youngest  comedians  ever  to 
perform  on  the  show.  Following  his  Tonight  Show 
appearance,  Garrett’s  career  took  off,  gamering  him 
headlining  gigs  at  several  national  venues  as  well  as 
opening  spots  for  legends  including  Diana  Ross  and 
Liza  Minnelli. 

Changing  gears,  he  made  his  way  into  the 
world  of  television.  He  struck  gold  with  Everybody 
Loves  Raymond.  He  has  also  done  voiceovers  and 
appeared  in  films. 


Submitted  by  Alina  Viera,  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Who  is  on  tour  and 
scheduled  to  stop  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  in  Hard  Rock  Live  on  March  26  at  8  p.m.  with 
special  guest  Rose  Hill  Drive.  Doors  open  one  hour 
before  the  show  starts. 

Tickets  cost  $350,  $250,  $150  and  $75  for 
reserved  seating;  additional  fees  may  apply.  They  can 
be  purchased  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open 
daily  from  noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  —  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge 
by  phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309,  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 

Every  ticket  sold  for  the  tour  will  include  a 
free  Virtual  Ticket  membership  in  The  Who  Tour  Club. 
Updated  throughout  the  tour,  members  will  be  given 
an  exclusive  insider’s  look  at  all  of  its  aspects,  from 
rehearsals  and  preparations  to  coverage  via  audio  and 


videos  streams,  also  downloads,  set  lists,  news  and 
much  more.  For  further  information,  including  Tour 
Club  memberships  and  VIP  packages,  visit  www.the- 
whotour.com. 

The  Who,  famous  for  their  powerful  music 
and  energy  onstage,  have  been  performing  songs  from 
their  new  mini  rock  opera,  “Wire  &  Glass”  and  materi¬ 
al  from  their  newly  released  studio  album,  along  with 
their  greatest  hits  and  rarities,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
longtime  fans.  The  new  album  titled  “Endless  Wire” 
was  released  Oct.  31,  2006  to  overwhelming  critical 
acclaim. 

Pete  Townshend  and  Roger  Daltrey  reunited 
for  the  Live  8  concert  in  London’s  Hyde  Park  as  well 
as  the  9/11  Benefit  Concert  at  Madison  Square 
Garden.  Joining  them  onstage  for  this  tour  are  John 
“Rabbit”  Bundrick  on  keyboard,  Pino  Palladino  on 
bass,  Zak  Starkey  on  drums  and  Simon  Townshend  on 
guitar  and  vocals. 
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Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 

SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ld  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  till  Seminole 
triha!  members  nod  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

-p-  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

*  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  m  the  Seminole  fiard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  get  huge 
savings  and  all  Financing  incentives  Tor  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  m  HEADQUARTERS 
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THE  NEW  2007  MOPEIS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1,000  VEHICLES  IN  STOCK!  | 
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PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise  g 
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PLEASE  CAU  TOLL-FREE  * 

1-888-800-8048 
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SERVICE  HOURS:  For  value 

Mon-Fri  7om-6pmr  Sol  ?om-3pm  and  service  It's 
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By  Judy  Weeks 

LABELLE,  Fla.  —  The  41st  Annual 
Swamp  Cabbage  Festival  chose  the  theme  “It 
Started  With  A  Seed”  for  this  year’s  activities. 
Months  have  gone  into  the  preparation  for  this 
annual  fun-filled  weekend  commemorating  the 
pioneer  heritage  of  LaBelle  and  its  surrounding 
rural  communities. 

The  Swamp  Cabbage  Festival  Princess 
and  Queen  Contest  took  place  at  the  LaBelle  High 
School  Auditorium  on  Feb.  10.  After  careful 
consideration  of  the  resources  and  talents  of  the 
seven  young  ladies  vying  for  the  queen’s  crown, 
Esophia  Higgins  was  selected  to  reign  over  the 
festival.  Five  young  ladies  aspiring  to  be  this  year’s 
princess  competed  for  the  honor  with  Kaleigh 
Woodard  declared  the  winner. 

Old  Timers’  Dinner 

On  Feb.  22,  the  LaBelle  Heritage  Museum 
sponsored  the  12th  Annual  Old  Timers’  Dinner. 
Approximately  300  people  filled  the  LaBelle  Civic 
Center  on  the  evening  of  the  event. 

This  year  the  group  honored  the  Doubs 
Pioneer  Family.  Tracing  their  roots  in  the  U.S.  back 
to  1773  when  John  Doub  immigrated  to 
Pennyslvania,  the  family  slowly  moved  southward, 
eventually  settling  in  LaBelle. 

Fletcher  Harris  Doub  and  his  wife  Maria 
Susanna  Motino  Doubs  raised  eight  children  and 
started  several  business  in  this  early  settlement.  At 
one  time  they  owned  and  operated  the  grocery  and 
mercantile  store  on  Bridge  Street. 

The  Doubs  children  grew  to  maturity  and 
like  all  families  went  their  separate  ways.  In  their 
case,  however,  the  majority  remained  in  and 
around  south  central  Florida  and  are  still  part  of  the 


Judy  We 

Justin  Aldridge  goes  for  his  8  seconds  in  the  Bull  Riding 
event. 


LaBelle  community.  Their  children,  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren  continue  to  call  this  area 
home. 

After  serving  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  in 
World  War  II,  their  son  Pete  Doub  returned  to  the 
family  businesses  and  eventually 
served  as  a  LaBelle  city 
commissioner.  With  the  passing 
of  time,  he  moved  his  store  to 
New  Market  Road  in  Immokalee, 
which  he  continues  to  operate  at 
91. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  had 
donated  two  beautiful  Seminole 
patchwork  jackets  to  be  given  to 
the  oldest  pioneer  man  and 
woman  attending  the  dinner.  Big 
Cypress  Board  Representative 
Paul  Bowers  was  on  hand  to 
make  the  presentation. 

Laughing,  Bowers  said: 

“My  family’s  roots  go  much 
deeper  into  this  soil.  My 
grandfather  Wilson  Cypress  knew 
every  inch  of  this  area  where  he 
grew  up,  raised  his  family  and 
was  hired  as  a  hunting  guide.  He 
would  never  have  imagined  the 
day  would  come  when  I  would  be 
standing  here  before  you  making 
this  presentation.” 

Ida  Kirby  was 

determined  to  be  the  oldest  woman  present.  She 
was  bom  in  Hendry  County,  graduated  from 
LaBelle  High  School  and  continues  to  live  nearby. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L  to  R)  Swamp  Cabbage  Queen  Esophia 
Higgins,  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas 
and  Swamp  Cabbage  Princess  Kaleigh 
Woodard 

Following  the  invocation  by  Hendry 
County  Commissioner  W.T.  “Bill”  Maddox,  a 
fabulous  buffet  dinner,  including  many  Seminole 
favorites,  was  served.  Janice  and  Beverly  Osceola 
worked  diligently  behind  the  scenes 
preparing  more  than  300  pieces  of 
frybread  that  melted  in  diners’  mouths. 

Following  the  meal,  Tommy 
Parsons,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Hendry 
County  who  has  worked  in  agriculture 
most  of  his  life,  gave  a  short 
presentation  on  growing  up  in  Hendry 
County  and  the  changes  he  has  seen. 
Despite  those  changes,  he  is  proud  to 
say  that  the  people  of  the  community 
remain  untouched  in  their  warm, 
friendly,  down  home  attitude  that  makes 
LaBelle  such  a  unique  place. 

Various  items  had  been 
donated  to  be  auctioned  off  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Heritage  Museum. 

Among  these  were  a  beautiful 
patchwork  quilt  and  two  vests 
contributed  by  the  Seminole  Tribe.  As 
bids  were  taken,  Bowers  moved  about 
the  room  offering  everyone  an 
opportunity  to  see  and  examine  the 
_  items. 

There  was  high  interest  and 
bidding  was  brisk.  The  proud  recipients 
of  the  vests  quickly  put  them  on  and  modeled  them 
around  the  room.  High  bidder  on  the  magnificent 
quilt  was  Diane  Buster. 

Proceeds  of  the  auction  were  for  the 
benefit  of  the  museum  and  when  bidding  died 


Diane  Buster  and  her  grandson,  Brandon,  show  off  the 
Seminole  quilt  she  bought  at  the  auction  and  presented  to 
Lucretia  Strickland. 


At  89  years  of  age,  she  has  witnessed  numerous 
changes  in  her  beloved  homeland. 

Mr.  Doub  and  Mrs.  Kirby  stepped  to  the 
foreground  to  receive  their  Seminole  jackets  and 
shake  hands  with  Bowers  and  the  reining  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas.  They  both 
expressed  their  gratitude  to  the  Seminole  Tribe. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L  to  R)  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas,  Ida  Kirby,  Pete 
Doub  and  B.C.  Board  Representative  Paul  Bowers,  Sr.  pose  for 
the  camera  at  the  presentation  of  the  Seminole  jackets. 


down,  Buster  came  to  the  rescue  with  a  handsome 
gesture.  Upon  collecting  her  prize  quilt,  she 
donated  it  to  her  good  friend  Lucretia  Strickland, 
Hendry  County’s  supervisor  of  elections.  The 
crowd  cheered  in  appreciation. 

B.S.  Cline  was  honored  as 
2007  Cattleman  of  the  Year.  Bom 
in  Arcadia,  Fla.  in  1932,  he  has 
worked  as  a  ranch  hand  for  more 
than  50  years.  He  began  working 
summers  for  Lykes  Brothers  when 
he  was  just  15  years  old. 

He  and  his  wife  Bobby  Jo 
Rimes  have  been  married  53  years 
and  raised  three  daughters.  He  has 
worked  the  majority  of  his  adult 
life  for  the  Barron  Ranch  and 
currently  is  employed  by  the 
Barron  grandchildren  at  the 
Marshall  Field  Road  property. 

Cline  received  a  beautiful  belt 
buckle  in  commemoration  of  this 
event. 

Swamp  Cabbage  Festival 

Judy  Weeks  Festival  activities  were 

abundant  on  Saturday  with 
something  for  everyone.  The 
morning  kicked  off  events  with  the 
Swamp  Stomp  5K  Run- Walk. 

During  the  day  crowds  gathered  for 
the  lawn  mower  races,  bike  show,  South  Central 
Florida  Car  Show,  bluegrass  bands  and  a  multitude 
of  vendors  in  the  park  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge. 

A  popular  event  each  year  is  the  Swamp 
Cabbage  Parade,  which  got  under  way  at  10  a.m. 
on  Feb.  10.  It  continued  for  nearly  two  hours  as  the 


spectators  enjoyed  local  bands,  color  guards,  floats, 
Shriner  clowns,  jeepsters  and  Flintstones 
characters. 

This  year’s  parade  grand  marshal  was 
Hendry  County  Commissioner  Bill  Maddox. 
Seminole  Tribal  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and 
Big  Cypress  Board  Representative 
Paul  Bowers  Sr.  waved  to  the 
audience  from  their  motorcade, 
followed  by  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  on  a 
Tribal  float. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  had 
several  crowd-pleasing  entries  in 
the  parade  which  included  an 
appearance  by  Jr.  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  and  a 
float  covered  with  Seminole  dolls 
attractively  displayed  on  a  bed  of 
palm  fronds.  The  people  of 
LaBelle  greatly  appreciate  the 
sponsorship  and  friendship  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  thanked  them 
with  cheers  along  the  entire 
parade  route. 

Big  Cypress  Natural 
Resource  Director  Richard 
Bowers  was  joined  by  Micco  and 
Linda  Jones  in  presenting  the 
Seminole  Flag  as  they  led  the 
mounted  riders.  As  always  the 
horses  are  a  very  big  attraction  to  young  and  old 
and  created  a  beautiful  sight  with  their  riders 
dressed  in  traditional  Seminole  clothing. 


Results  were  as  follows:  1.  Ahnie  Jumper,  2.  Mila 
Osceola,  3.  Jobe  Johns,  4.  Cyrus  Smedley. 

The  scores  were  close  in  the  9-12-year- 
old  barrel  riders  with  veteran  Nauthkee  Henry  in 
the  lead  and  Acealyn  Youngblood  and  Ragan 
Tigertail  eating  her  dust.  Courtney  Gore  suffered  a 


The  crowd  watches  a 
Yescas  passes. 


Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association 

No  Swamp  Cabbage  Festival  would  be 
complete  without  the  EIRA  participation.  The 
Indian  Youth  Rodeo  took  place  at  6  p.m.  on  Feb. 
23. 

Beginning  with  the  ever  popular 
event  of  mutton  busting,  Myron  Billie 
and  A.  J.  Tigertail  took  the  lead.  Not  too 
far  behind  them  were  Sarah  Descheene 
and  Rayven  King.  Everyone  enjoys 
watching  the  youngsters  attempt  to  get  a 
good  grip  on  their  round  woolly  mounts 
and  try  to  make  their  way  down  the  area 
before  the  buzzer  sounds.  It  isn’t  nearly 
as  easy  as  it  looks.  The  ground  is  hard, 
but  at  least  the  riders  don’t  have  far  to 
fall. 

There  was  a  three-way  tie  in  the 
pony  riding  event.  Timothy  Bearden, 

Andre  Jumper  and  Rayven  Smith  braved 
the  unknown  on  the  wild  bucking  mounts 
they  had  drawn  for  the  evening  and  put 
on  a  good  show. 

The  prospective  bull  riders  of 
tomorrow  are  the  calf  riders  of  today. 

Each  time  the  EIRA  Indian  Youth  Rodeo 
competes,  these  brave  little  cowboys  don 
their  vests  and  helmets  with  dreams  of 
someday  winning  in  the  big  time.  It’s  a 
very  popular  event.  They  don’t  have  to 
wait  for  their  applause,  as  the  audience 
cheers  them  on.  Jobe  Johns  took  first  place  with 
Dustin  Holmes  in  second  and  Dalton  Koenes  in 
third. 

Dressed  in  their  fancy  western  shirts  and 
hats,  the  4-8-year-old  barrel  riders  show  a  great 
deal  of  potential  every  time  they  enter  the  arena. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L  to  R)  Linda  Tommie,  Paul  Bowers,  Sr.,  Hendry  County 
Supervisor  of  Elections  Lucretia  Strickland  and  Hendry  County 
Commissioner  Bill  Maddox 


close  miss  when  one  of  her  barrels  flipped  over  but 
she  will  return  to  try  again.  Janae  Braswell  and 
Ravenne  Osceola  took  the  honors  in  the  13- 18- 
year-old  division. 

There  was  no  shortage  of 
contestants  in  the  Junior  Breakaway, 
where  the  youngsters  get  an  opportunity 
to  prepare  for  the  day  when  they  will 
take  up  team  roping,  calf  roping  and 
steer  wrestling.  Results  were  as  follows: 
1.  Kelton  Smedley,  2.  Josh  Johns,  3. 
Andre  Jumper,  4.  Chebon  Gooden. 

Going  to  the  far  end  of  the 
arena,  the  chutes  were  loaded  and  with 
a  nod  of  their  heads  the  gates  opened 
for  some  of  the  most  dangerous  events 
in  junior  rodeo.  However,  these  young 
contestants  don’t  seem  to  be  able  to  get 
enough  of  these  sports. 

During  the  junior  bareback 
Jacoby  Johns  rode  out  the  buzzer  and 
threw  his  hat  in  the  air  in  triumph. 
Anyone  watching  that  ride  knew  he 
earned  everyone  of  his  points  the  hard 
way.  Robert  Youngblood  had  a  terrific 
ride  but  it  ended  just  before  the  buzzer 
sounded.  Its  times  like  these  when  a 
fraction  of  a  second  makes  the 
difference.  Results  were  as  follows: 
Junior  Bareback:  1.  Jacoby  Johns,  2. 
Dayne  Johns;  Steer  Riding:  1.  Dakota  Lewis,  2. 
Kelton  Smedley,  3.  Andre  Jumper;  Junior  Bull 
Riding:  1.  Billy  Foley,  2.  William  Bearden,  3. 

Cody  Motlow. 

With  seven  entries  in  the  50  and  over 


Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 


Pauletta  Bowers  watches  from  the  sidelines  as 
they  prepare  the  arena. 


Judy  Weeks 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  helps  to  lead  the  Swamp 
Cabbage  Festival  Parade  through  the  streets  of  LaBelle. 


breakaway  event,  the  steers  were  wild  and  reckless. 
This  fresh  bunch  of  livestock  gave  everyone  a  run 
for  their  money.  Richard  Bowers  slick  homed  his 
steer  for  a  first  place  score  and  Norman  Johns  took 
second  position. 

The  evening’s  sanctioned  events  began  at 
8  p.m.with  contestants  from  several  places 
participating.  There  were  not  only  EIRA 
participants,  but  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo 
contestant  hopefuls  who  are  gathering  their 
qualifying  points  for  the  upcoming  season. 

Results  were  as  follows:  Bareback  Riding: 

1.  Buck  Lunak,  2.  Jeremy  Shed;  Steer  Wrestling:  1. 
Greg  Louis,  2.  Sidney  Gore;  Calf  Roping:  1. 
Hilliard  Gopher,  2.  Brent  Belkham,  3.  Happy 
Jumper;  Women’s  Breakaway:  1.  Lizzie  Dixey,  2. 
Boogie  Jumper;  Barrel  Racing:  1.  Boogie  Jumper, 

2.  Holly  Johns,  3.  Mackenzie  Johns,  4.  Ayze  Henry, 
5.  Clarissa  Bowers;  Team  Roping  Headers:  1. 

Justin  Gopher,  2.  Terry  Fischer,  3.  Josh  Jumper,  4. 
LeAnna  Billie,  5.  Cicero  Osceola;  Team  Roping 
Heelers:  1.  Brent  Belkham,  2.  Amos  Tiger,  3.  Steve 
Roma,  4.  Michael  Henry,  5.  Hilliard  Gopher,  6. 
Pauletta  Bowers;  Bull  Riding:  1.  Greg  Louis,  2. 
Justin  Gopher,  3.  Dusty  Robertson. 

There  were  several  close  calls  throughout 
the  evening.  Alex  Johns  Palamino  reared  in  the  box 
and  he  rode  the  entire  length  of  the  arena  with  the 
reins  hooked  around  the  horse’s  foreleg  during  the 
calf  roping. 

The  clown,  Rudy  Burns,  kept  up  a 
running  commentary  of  jokes  and  sly  remarks 
throughout  the  evening.  He  and  his  horse  Zero 
entertained  the  audience  with  numerous  tricks. 

Zero  can  sit  down,  bow,  blow  kisses  and  even 
pushed  his  trainer  slowly  out  of  the  arena  while  the 
crowd  applauded. 
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❖  Field  Days 

Continued  from  page  1 

youth  rodeo  and  not  ending  until  much  later  that 
night. 

On  that  same  day,  the  festival  grounds 
were  also  swarming  with  children  and  then- 
teachers,  who  came  from  various  schools  in  the 
region  for  Culture  Day.  Culture  Day  is  held 
annually  and  allows  non-Tribal  school  children 
to  learn  more  about  Native  American  history 
and  traditions. 

Secluded  in  the  trees  were  the 
traditional  cultural  exhibits,  and  once  again 
Lorene  Gopher,  dedicated  to  preserving 
Seminole  culture,  was  working  hard.  She 
showed  the  visitors  how  the  Tribal  women 
cooked  in  a  chickee  over  an  open  fire,  and 
handed  out  samples  of  frybread. 

A  highlight  of  the  festival  was  the 
parade  with  its  decorated  floats  on  the  morning 
of  Feb.  17.  Stanlo  Johns  performed  an  excellent 
job  as  emcee.  He  enlightened  curious  tourists 
about  the  history  of  the  Seminoles  and  how  they 
came  to  be  called  “Unconquered.”  He  informed 
people  about  how  the  Tribe  created  a 
constitution  in  1957  and  how  it  was  the  first 


Diane  Smith,  winner  of  clothing  contest  for 
women  45-55 


Mountain  Apache  Crown 
Dancers  performed  on  the 
afternoon  of  Feb.  18. 

Other  musicians  on 
the  grounds  included  flute 
maker  Mark  Barfoot,  who 
creates  beautiful  flutes  and 
drums.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Six  Nation  Indian 
Reserve.  Some  of  his  flute 
work  is  at  the  Smithsonian 
National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian.  He  played 
his  flute  at  his  booth 
throughout  the  day  and  later 
he  reflected  on  being  at 
Brighton  for  the  first  time. 

“I  like  playing  at 
Indian  reservations  because  it 
is  on  Indian  ground  and  there 
are  a  lot  of  Indian  spirits  that 
have  come  and  gone  and 
their  spirits  are  here  and  it 
feels  good  to  be  around  those 
kind  of  spirits,”  Barfoot  said. 
“When  I  set  up  my 
booth  and  set  up  my 
flutes  and  play  my 
flutes  I  am  not  only 
playing  for  the  people 
who  are  walking 
around  but  I  am  also 
playing  for  the 
ancestors,  and  I  hope 
they  hear  my  music, 
and  to  me  that  is 
special.” 

There  were 
more  booths  and  more 
vendors  than  ever. 
With  so  many  unique 
booths  it  was 
educational  to  saunter 
through  each  one  and 
find  new  treasures  of 
arts  and  crafts.  Art 
dealer  and  interior 
decorator  Wayne  Clay 
of  Okeechobee’s 
Affordable  Arts  has 
had  a  booth  every 
year  for  several  years. 
He  said  that  Seminole 
art  is  doing 

exceptionally  well  and 
commanding  higher 
prices. 

“Society  is 
tired  of  everything 
being  plastic;  so 
commercial,”  he  said. 

This  year  his 
booth  featured  the 
beautiful  work  of 
artist  Mike  Moore, 
who  has  become  very 
popular  in 
Okeechobee  for  his 
paintings  of  Seminole 
scenes  and  people. 
Moore’s  work  already 
has  been  collected  by 
many  Seminoles. 

“I  think 

people  are  getting 
away  from  that  yuppie 
life  we  were  into  for 
so  long,”  the  artist 
said. 

Clay  added, 
“We  get  a  lot  of 
people  who  appreciate 
native  art  being  close 
to  nature  and  to 
wildlife,  and  they  are 
pulling  away  from  the 
plastic,  the  corporate 
Wal-Mart®.” 

This  festival 
has  a  special  place  in 
the  hearts  of  people 
who  they  take  away 
the  magic  of  this 
different  world  and 
learn  to  appreciate 
cultures  of  many  First 
Nations  that  have  been 
here  for  many 
thousands  of  years. 


Clothing  contest  children 


step  to  become  a  federally 
recognized  Tribe. 

When  the  parade 
was  over,  Johns  introduced 
Tribal  leaders  and  the 
queens  and  princesses  who 
gave  welcoming  speeches. 

One  of  the  most 
enjoyable  elements  of  the 
festival  for  anyone  who 
appreciates  the  fashion, 
sewing  and  color  of 
patchwork  crafts  is  the 
costume  contests.  Alice 
Sweat,  Field  Days 
committee  chairperson,  said 
there  were  hundreds  of 
members  participating, 
including  babies  and 
children. 

On  the  afternoon  of 
Feb.  17,  the  Professional 
Rodeo  Cowboy 
Association’s  rodeo  crowd 
made  their  presence  known. 
Between  the  native  dance 
and  native  drums  and  the 
country/cowboy  music  it 
was  a  full  day  of  great 
music  in  a  beautiful  setting. 
In  the  chill  of  the  evening, 
people  who  came  from  far 
and  wide  were  bundled  up 
in  extra  warm  clothing  at 
the  rodeo  as  temperatures 
dipped  to  the  low  40s. 

The  Haskell  Dance 
Performers  and  the  White 


Submitted  by  Jackie  Tucker 

McKenzie  Johns  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  welcomed  the 
ARC  Angels  Flag  &  Rifle  Team  from  Arcadia,  Fla.  to  the 
Brighton  Field  Days.  This  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year  the  Flag 
Team  has  performed  and  entertained  in  the  parade.  They  are  a 
mentally  challenged  Flag  Team,  represented  through  the 
Association  of  Retarded  Persons  in  DeSoto  County.  They  are  a 
division  of  the  5  Star  Youth  of  America.  This  is  one  of  their 
favorite  events  and  they  get  to  spend  the  entire  day  in  Brighton. 
(L-R)  Pamela  Brown,  Sondra  Shingleton,  Wendy  Lewey, 
McKenzie  Johns,  Aleta  Dixon  and  Kimberly  Holder. 


Susan  Etxebarria 


Artist  Mike  Moore  and  painting  of  the 


Susan  Etxebarria 


Mark  Barfoot’s  flute  and  drums  booth 


❖  Shootout 


Continued  from  page  1 


wares  and  crafts  of  this  historic  age  at 
their  own  unique  encampments. 

There  were  authentic  exhibits  of 
American  soldier  camps  and  much  to 
see  at  the  Seminole  camps  nestled  in 
the  deeper  woods,  which  fascinated 
the  tourists. 

The  Billie  Swamp  Safari 
staff  managed  a  spectacular  show  that 
holds  great  promise  for  growth  and 
popularity  in  the  years  to  come. 

There  were  approximately  60 
vendors.  The  marketing  performed  by 
Florida  Seminole  Tourism  drew  more 
than  3,000  people  to  the  event. 

At  all  times  during  the  day, 
music,  storytelling  and  alligator  and 
snake  shows  took  place  under  the 
entertainment  tent  where  the  tourists 
could  sit,  eat  and  relax.  The  shootout 
also  featured  fascinating  booths  and 
demonstrations  of  what  frontier  life 
in  Florida  was  like  more  than  150 
years  ago.  Walking  from  one  exhibit 
to  another,  asking  questions,  learning 
about  the  life  of  the  early  settlers  and 
the  struggle  of  the  Seminole  people  to 
remain  in  their  homeland  were  hours 
well  spent. 

The  devotion  and  labor  of 
volunteers  who  partake  in  the  three- 
day  reenactment  deserves  mention. 


Gordon  Oliver  Warel 

From  around  the  tree,  reenacators  look  for  any  Seminoles  hiding  in  the  swamp. 


came  here  to  do  this  is  because  we  are 
descendants  of  Ted  Smallwood  of  the 
Chockoloskee  Store,”  said  Zietler 


proudly.  “He  was  my  great-grandfather  H  Sale  this  year. 


also  wanted  it  to  be  known  that  Tribal 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  bought 
their  son’s  calf  at  the  Collier  County  4- 


and  he  was  the  only  store  owner  that 
the  Seminoles  trusted  in  the  late 
1800s.” 

At  that  time,  after  decades  of 


Descendants  of  Ted  Smallwood  of  Chockoloskee  are  children  (front  row,  L-R) 
Josiah,  Margaret,  Colton  and  Caleb  and  (back  row,  L-R)  Kurt  stands  with  his 
wife  and  Smallwoods’  granddaughter,  Marianne,  her  nephew  Jacob  Williams  and 
her  sister  Michele  Williams. 


Many  volunteers  and  reenactors  eat, 
sleep  and  “live”  in  these  encampments 
as  they  share  tidbits  of  history  with  the 
hordes  of  people  who  attend  the 
festival,  day  in  and  day  out.  In  most 
instances  the  true  history  of  the 
American  genocide  against  Native 
American  civilizations  becomes  a  hot 
topic  of  discussion,  and 
enlightenment  to  those  who  have 
never  studied  the  subject. 

Approximately  25 
Seminole  reenactors,  at  their  camp 
deep  in  the  woods,  set  up  then- 
authentic  tents,  cooking  fires,  their 
supplies,  furs  and  skins  of  that  time 
period.  They  worked  to  ready  then- 
weapons  for  the  grand  finale  of  the 
day,  the  shootout.  These  reenactors, 
organized  by  the  Seminole  Tribe’s 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum,  answered 
hundreds  of  questions  from  curious 
visitors. 

In  the  Soldier’s  Camp, 
organized  by  members  of  the  Collier 
County  Museum,  approximately  30 
reenactors  portrayed  the  federal 
army.  They  also  answered  many 
questions  as  they  readied  themselves 
for  the  shootout. 

One  1830s  encampment 
that  stood  out  was  the  Zietlers’  of 
Collier  County.  Marianne  Zietler 
was  dressed  in  the  period  style  along 
with  her  five  children  and  husband; 
her  sister  and  nephew. 

“One  of  the  reasons  we 


wars  waged  against  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers,  the  few  remaining 
Seminoles  were  still  hiding  in  the 
Everglades.  The  impoverished  but 


“We  are  real  proud  of  that  and 
thankful,”  he  said. 

Many  of  the  vendors  had 
great  stories  to  tell  of  their  ancestry. 
One  such  vendor  was  Ron 
Kennedy,  who  excels  in  flint 
knapping,  an  art  he  learned  from 
his  Cree  grandfather.  He 
demonstrated  how  quickly  he 
could  make  an  arrow  head  but  he 
emphasized  it  took  him  many 
years  to  be  so  deft  with  the 
carving  tools.  Bone  and  rock 
carving  can  often  lead  to  bruises 
and  cuts.  He  has  had  his  share. 
The  tools  he  uses  now  are 
modem  ones  but  he  said  that 
Indians  used  copper  tools  12,000 
years  ago,  long  before  the  white 
man. 

In  addition  to  numerous 
Seminole  arts  and  crafts  booths, 
members  of  many  other  Tribes 
had  booths  as  well.  Clewiston- 
based  artist  Mario  Hernandez,  of 
Aztec  ancestry,  displayed  his 
dreamy  watercolors  of  panther 
scenes.  He  is  also  known  for  his 
beautiful  airbrush  designs  on 
trucks,  and  several  can  be  seen  on 
Big  Cypress  vehicles. 

A  booth  from  natives  of 
Ecuador  sold  ponchos;  another 
booth  sold  the  popular 
“Homeland  Security”  T-shirt  with 
a  copy  of  a  famous  photograph  of 
four  warriors:  Yanozha,  Chappo, 
Fun  and  Geronimo.  Under  it  are 
words  of  truth:  “Fighting 
terrorism  since  1492.” 

David  Motlow  of  Big  Cypress 
had  a  booth  set  up  with  his  popular 
“Native  Rage”  T-shirts.  There  were 
many  Seminole  patchwork  clothes  and 


determined  Seminoles  traded  skins  and  beaded  jewelry  and  Seminole  foods 
furs  with  Smallwood.  This  bust  was  being  sold  as  well, 
no  small  thing  in  those  days.  It  was 
vital  to  their  survival. 

Marianne’s  husband,  Kurt, 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Swamp  Owl  and  his  horse  stop  for  a  clear  shot. 


Featured  singer  and  guitarist, 
Paul  “Cowbone”  Buster  sang  a  new 
composition,  which  he  called  “Baby 
Alligator.”  He  used  the 
moment  as  a  time  to  talk 
about  Indian  beliefs  of 
respecting  all  creatures  and 
the  land. 

“We  live  in 

harmony  with  nature  as  God 
meant  it  to  be,”  he  said. 

Further  back  in  the 
woods  was  the  hatchet  and 
the  Atlaltl  throw.  The  Atlaltl 
is  named  for  a  wooden  tool 
used  to  hurl  a  spear  with 
greater  strength  and 
accuracy. 

The  event  offered 
lots  of  entertainment  for 
history  buffs,  and  even 
those  not  so  interested  in 
history.  However,  one  could 
hardly  leave  without  a 
better  knowledge  and 
admiration  of  Seminoles 
and  how  far  they  have  come 
in  finally  winning  the  war 
on  their  own  terms,  even 
though  white  man’s  dusty 
history  books  may  differ. 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Spectators  sit  back  and  watch  while  the  Federal  Army  reenactors  unload  their  weapons. 
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Micco  Snow  of  Brighton  had  two  reasons  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  on  Feb.  15.  Her  great-granddaughters 
Amber  Craig,  16,  and  McKayla  Snow,  9,  took 
home  the  titles  of  Miss  Brighton  Seminole  and 
Jr.  Miss,  respectively. 

The  2007  Brighton  Princess  Pageant 
took  place  in  the  newly  renovated  Brighton 
Gym  at  7  p.m.  It  immediately  follows  the  com¬ 
munity  dinner,  held  annually  before  the  big 
competition. 

The  selection  process  was  no  easy  task 
for  the  five  judges.  This  year’s  contest  drew  one 
of  the  highest  turnouts  to  date,  according  to  26- 
year  veteran  pageant  coordinator  Salina  Dorgan. 
Artist  Guy  Lahree  and  his  wife  Pat  Labree  of 
Arcadia,  Fla.,  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 
Yescas,  Miss  Florida  USA  Jenna  Edwards  and 
Miss  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
Rebecca  Jimson  took  on  the  difficult  mission  of 
selecting  the  two  ladies  who  would  represent  the 
Brighton  reservation  for  the  next  year. 

The  2007  pageant  drew  a  total  of  15 
contestants.  Ten  vied  for  the  title  of  Brighton  Jr. 
Miss  Princess  and  five  competed  for  the  honor 
of  being  the  2007  Brighton  Seminole  Princess. 

“This  year’s  pageant  was  one  of  the 
best  turnouts  ever,”  Dorgan  said. 

Miss  Seminole  contestants  were:  win¬ 
ner  Amber  Craig,  16,  Kasandra  Baker,  13,  Lois 
Billie,  13,  Alissa  Dorgan,  13  and  Elizabeth 
Dehass,  15.  Junior  Miss  contestants  were:  win¬ 
ner  McKayla  Snow,  9,  Justice  Baker,  10,  Kiylier 
Baker,  11,  Tyra  Baker,  9,  Erena  Billie,  12, 
Breanna  Billie,  10,  Chastity  Harmon,  8,  Rumor 


Juarez,  8,  Airianna  Nunez,  10  and  Lahana 
Sedatol,  8. 

After  the  votes  were  tallied  and  the 
winners  announced,  Craig  and  Snow  got  right  to 
work.  Two  days  after  being  crowned,  the  two 
rode  in  the  annual  Brighton  Field  Days  parade. 
On  Feb.  24,  they  also  rode  in  the  annual  Swamp 
Cabbage  Festival  parade  in  LaBelle,  Fla.  and 
then  the  Chalo  Nitka  parade  in  Moore  Haven, 
Fla.  on  March  3. 

Dorgan  said  riding  in  parades  is  just 
one  of  a  number  of  duties  the  princesses  will 
perform  throughout  the  year.  She  said  the  two 
will  have  to  “make  time  available  when  and 
where  needed  for  the  Brighton  community”  and 
also  attend  community  and  official  Tribal  func¬ 
tions. 


Amber  Craig  is  the  daughter  of 
Shannon  Holata  and  Jerome  Craig.  She  is  16 
years  old  and  attends  Boca  Raton  Preparatory 
School,  where  she  is  in  the  10th  grade.  Her 
interests  include  traveling,  playing  various 
sports  -  she  holds  a  first  degree  black  belt  in  Tae 
Kwon  Do  -  talking  on  the  phone,  shopping  and 
being  with  her  friends.  She  plans  to  finish  high 
school  and  attend  Florida  State  University. 


McKayla  Snow  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Dawn  Snow  Fertitta  and  John  Fertitta.  Her 
grandparents  are  Elbert  and  Judy  Snow  and 
Laurie  Snow.  She  is  9  years  old  and  attends 
fourth  grade  at  Okeechobee  South  Elementary 
School.  Her  hobbies  are  baton  twirling,  dancing, 
cheerleading  and  playing  sports. 


Craig,  Snow  Win 
Brighton  Princess  Contest 

Amber  Craig  is  2007  Brighton  Seminole  Princess 
McKayla  Snow  is  2007  Brighton  Jr.  Miss  Princess 


3 


tw 


About  Brighton  Seminole 
Princess  Amber  Craig 


About  Brighton  Jr.  Miss 
Princess  McKayla  Snow 
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Talent  Winners 


Jr.  Miss  Division: 
Airianna  Nunez 
Brighton  Miss  Division: 
Amber  Craig 


Brighton  Jr.  Miss  Princess 


Brighton  Seminole  Princess 


On  Behalf  ol  the  Brighton  Princess 
Committee, 


Sincerely, 

Salina  Dorgan,  Pageant  Coordinator, 

26  years 

Charlotte  Burgess,  Committee 
Member,  10  years 

Joyce  Piz,  Committee  Member,  8 

years 

Jo  Leigh  Jumper,  Committee 
Member,  4  years 

Terry  Hahn,  Committee  Member,  2 

years 

Camellia  Osceola,  Committee 
Member,  2  years 


Participation  Awards: 
Kiylier  Baker,  Erena  Billie, 
Chastity  Harmon,  Tyra  Baker, 
Breanna  Billie,  Justice  Baker 
Third  Runner  Up: 

Lahna  Sedatol 
Second  Runner  Up: 
Airanna  Nunez 
First  Runner  Up: 
Rumor  Juarez 
Jr.  Miss  Princess  2007: 
McKayla  Snow 


Participation  Award: 
Kasandra  Baker 
Third  Runner  Up: 

Alissa  Dorgan 
Second  Runner  Up: 

Louise  Billie 
First  Runner  Up: 
Elizabeth  DeHass 
Brighton  Seminole  Princess  2007 : 
Amber  Craig 


We  would  like  to  give  a  big  thanks  to: 
the  Brighton  Tribal  Council  Office,  the  parent 
of  each  contestant,  Kim  Giles  of  Keith  & 
Schnars,  PA  for  the  wonderful  decorations  and 
stage  set-up,  the  Brighton  community  members 
for  their  attendance  and  the  support  they 
showed  each  contestant  during  the  pageant, 
emcee  John  Madrigal,  co-emcee  Roy  “Jazz” 
Grant,  outgoing  Brighton  Princess  Jewel  Buck 
for  a  job  well  done  in  representing  her  commu¬ 
nity,  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas,  Jr. 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Tianna  Garcia,  Steve 
Galla  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  photograph¬ 
ing,  President  Moses  Osceola  for  his  atten¬ 
dance  and  support,  the  Miss  Florida  USA 
organization,  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University,  scorekeepers  Terry  Hahn  and 
Sherrie  Conway,  Little  Mr.  Seminole  Kano 
Puente,  Little  Miss  Seminole  Krysta  Burton, 
the  Brighton  Recreation  Department  and 
Brighton  Board  Representative  Johnny  Jones. 
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CHOOSE  YOUR  WHEELS 

EVERY  WEDNESDAY  IN  MARCH 


We  're  giving  away  a 

BRAND  NEW 

Honda  Accord.  CR-V  or 
Ridgeline  - 

it's  the  winner  s  choice! 


Just  swipe  your  Players 
Club  card  to  enter. 

Wednesdays,  March  21  &  28. 
Grand  Prize  Drawing:  9PM 
Hourly  Cash  Drawings: 

6PM,  7PM,  8PM  &  10PM 


WIN  A  TRIP  TO 
IRELAND  OR  $10,000  CASH 


Introduce  Seminole  Hard  Reck  s 

Lucky  Swipe  Giveaway 
with  more  winners, 
and  a  guaranteed 
daily  $5,000  giveaway!* 

Over  6,000  winners  this  month. 


Giveaways  including: 

One  $5,000  winner  every  day!* 

*  Free  Machine  Play 

•  Free  Players  Club  points 

’EjcIlkI'**  vVttdnufrdLTV* 


'  **  »l  b«  jpnip*nt  |r>  ttm 


HOLLYWOOD,  FL 

I  kVt*r  |  MotfYhwd.  ■  1 


Lt-iht-  Club  Tor  riclJi  :  Prom  □  horn  .irr  nLfbrtral  1o  cr'O'igr  d1  ,  i>i  ivdhKXJl  noUbn.  It  you  or  lomaondi  yen,  knew  has  a  gorp*iing  picblrrr.  r_aM  1-StWi- ADMIT-  If 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  17  I  4PM* 

Trip  inctudes  roundtrip  airfare  and  hotel  accommodations. 
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^6tli  Annual 
Seminole  Trilial  Fair 


6th  Runner  Up: 

#22  Zoey  Puente 
5th  Runner  Up: 

#14  Leilani  J.  Gopher 
4th  Runner  Up: 

#20  Thomalynn  Billie 
3rd  Runner  Up: 

#13  Trinity  Bowers 
2nd  Runner  Up: 

#18  Cartaya  Billie 
1st  Runner  Up: 

#23  Alyssa  J.  Osceola 
Little  Miss  Seminole  2007: 
#9  Krysta  Burton 


Stephen  Galla 


2007  Little  Miss 
Seminole  Results 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


34 


March  16,  2007 


fiiii 


2007  Little  Mr. 
Seminole  Results 

6th  Runner  Up  (tie): 

#30  Alyke  Baker 
6th  Runner  Up  (tie): 

#53  Santiago  E.  Billie 
5th  Runner  Up: 

#54  Jack  Aguilar 
4th  Runner  Up: 

#47  Jason  B.  Sampson 
3rd  Runner  Up: 

#38  Ivess  Enoch  Baker 
2nd  Runner  Up: 

#41  Chandler  De  Mayo 
1st  Runner  Up: 

#35  Terrance  D.  Hill 
Little  Mr.  Seminole  2007: 
#51  Kano  Puente 


- 
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Chris  Jenkins 


Stylish  Seminoles  Shine  in 
Rainbow  of  Fashions 

36th  Annual  Tribal  Fair  Clothing  Contest 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Style  and 
clothing  fads  come  and  go,  but  tradi¬ 
tion  and  history  always  remain.  On 
Feb.  10  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
hosted  the  annual  Tribal  Fair  Clothing 
Contest,  displaying  the  old  and  new  in 
attire. 

Looks  from  the  18th-21st  cen¬ 
turies  brought  together  Tribal  citizens 
from  Hollywood,  Fort  Pierce,  Big 
Cypress,  Brighton,  Tampa  and 
Immokalee  reservations. 

The  event  in  the  hotel’s  ball¬ 
room  featured  traditional  patchwork 
and  clothing.  Groups  representing  all 
ages  participated. 

Judging  was  based  on  a  l-to-5 


scale  of  overall  presentation,  color 
coordination  and  additional  accessories. 
There  were  also  two  new  categories 
this  year:  jackets  and  modern  day. 

This  was  the  first  year  for 
Hollywood  Board  Representative 
Office  Manager  Loretta  Micco  to  help 
with  the  contest.  She  said  it  was  a  good 
day. 

“I  think  everything  went  well,” 
Micco  said.  “The  turnout  was  more 
than  we  expected.” 

Six  outside  judges  were  chosen, 
three  for  male  and  three  for  female 
judging.  They  were  Lisa  Stevens, 

Carlos  Miguel,  Charles  Reynolds,  Roz 
Perlmutter,  Wilma  Siegel  and  David 
Founds. 


Female 

Baby  (0-12  months):  1.  Sarafina 
Billie,  2.  Neela  Tiger-Jones,  3.  Lexi 
Thomas,  4.  Xiya  Osceola,  5.  Cabriella 
Diaz. 

Youth  (1-4  years):  1.  Elle  Denise 
Thomas,  2.  Clarice  DeMayo,  3.  Jacee 
Jumper,  4.  Charlie  Osceola,  Jolia  Smith. 

Youth  (5-8  years):  1.  Alyssa 
Osceola,  2.  Riley  Osceola,  3.  Allison 
Cooper,  4.  Krysta  Osceola-Burton,  5. 
Brianna  Bowers. 

Youth  (13-17  years):  1.  Megan  A. 
Osceola,  2.  Trisha  Walker,  3.  Lindsay  Byrd 
Sauls,  4.  Renee  A.  Stivers,  5.  Haley  Garcia. 

Women  (18-25  years)  Jacket:  1. 
Tasha  Osceola,  2.  JoJo  Osceola,  3. 

Shannon  Cifuentes,  4.  Holly  Johns,  5. 
Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn. 

Women  (18-25  years)  1800-Old 
Traditional:  1.  Nina  Frias,  2.  JoJo 
Osceola,  3.  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  4. 
Ginger  Jones,  5.  Tasha  Osceola. 

Women  (18-25  years)  1900- 
Traditional:  1.  JoJo  Osceola,  2.  Tasha 
Osceola,  3.  Holly  Johns,  4.  Nina  Frias,  5. 
Shannon  Cifuentes. 

Women  (18-25  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1.  Tasha  Osceola,  2. 
Audrey  Snow,  3.  Kurya  Kippenberger,  4. 
Ounie  Cypress,  5.  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn. 

Women  (18-25  years)  Modern 
Day  Fashion-Today’s  Styles:  1.  JoJo 
Osceola,  2.  Holly  Johns,  3.  Ginger  Jones, 

4.  Kurya  Kippenberger,  5.  Tasha  Osceola. 

Women  (26-35  years)  Jacket:  1. 
Alice  M.  Billie,  2.  Shannon  Gopher,  3.  Jo 
Jumper,  4.  Suraiya  Smith,  5.  Tara  Courson. 

Women  (26-35  years)  1800-Old 
Traditional:  1.  Laveme  Thomas,  2.  Tera 
Hahn,  3.  Pemie  Whidden,  4.  Suraiya 
Smith,  5.  Alice  M.  Billie. 

Women  (26-35  years)  1900- 
Traditional:  1.  Jo  Jumper,  2.  Sara  Osceola, 
3.  Virginia  Garcia,  4.  Alice  M.  Billie,  5. 
Laveme  Thomas. 

Women  (26-35  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1.  Laveme  Thomas,  2. 
Tara  Courson,  3.  Emma  Brown,  4.  Sherri 
Jumper,  5.  Jo  Jumper. 

Women  (26-35  years)  Modern 
Day  Fashion-Today’s  Styles:  1.  Jo 
Jumper,  2.  Arlene  Tommie,  3.  Emma 
Brown,  4.  Laveme  Thomas,  5.  Danielle 
Howard. 

Women  (36-54  years)  Jacket:  1. 

Loretta  Micco,  2.  Joanne  Osceola,  3.  Rosie 
Jones,  4.  Mary  Jo  Micco,  5.  Ginger  Tiger. 

Women  (36-54  years)  1800-Old 


Traditional:  1.  Rosie  Jones,  2.  Michele 
Thomas,  3.  Donna  Turtle,  4.  Mary  Jo 
Micco,  5.  Melissa  Gopher. 

Women  (36-54  years)  1900- 
Traditional:  1.  Michele  Thomas,  2. 

Cecilia  Thomas,  3.  Rosie  Jones,  4.  Beverly 
Alumbaugh,  5.  Ceslie  Osceola. 

Women  (36-54  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1.  Michele  Thomas,  2. 
Rosie  Jones,  3.  Terry  Hahn,  4.  Nancy 
Billie,  5.  Donna  Turtle. 

Women  (36-54  years)  Modern 
Day  Fashion-Today’s  Styles:  1.  Loretta 
Micco,  2.  Paula  Bowers-Sanchez,  3.  Rosie 
Jones,  4.  Michele  Thomas,  5.  Donna  Turtle. 

Senior  Women  (55-64)  Jacket:  1. 
Alice  Sweat,  2.  Nancy  Motlow,  3.  Connie 
Whidden. 

Senior  Women  (55-64)  1800-Old 
Traditional:  1.  Louise  B.  Osceola,  2. 
Nancy  Motlow,  3.  Connie  Whidden,  4. 
Alice  Johns  Sweat,  5.  Virginia  Pearl 
Tommie. 

Senior  Women  (55-64)  1900- 
Traditional:  1 .  Connie  Whidden. 

Senior  Women  (55-64  years) 
2000-Contemporary:  1.  Louise  B. 

Osceola,  2.  Nancy  Motlow,  3.  Peggy  O. 
Cubis,  4.  Juanita  Osceola,  5.  Connie 
Whidden. 

Senior  Women  (55-64  years) 
Modern  Day  Fashion-Today’s  Styles:  1. 

Jenny  Garcia,  2.  Alice  Sweat,  3.  Mabel 
Doctor,  4.  Nancy  Motlow,  5.  Wanda 
Bowers. 

Golden  Seniors-Women  (65  years 
and  up)  1800-Old  Traditional:  1.  Betty 
Osceola,  2.  Maydell  Osceola,  3.  Mary 
Moore,  4.  Lawanna  Osceola-Niles,  5. 
Frances  Osceola. 

Golden  Seniors-Women  (65  years 
and  up)  1900-Traditional:  1.  Mary 
Moore,  2.  Lawanna  Osceola-Niles,  3. 
Maggie  Garcia,  4.  Frances  Osceola. 

Golden  Seniors-Women  (65  years 
and  up)  Jacket:  1.  Mary  Moore,  2. 

Frances  Osceola,  3.  Lawanna  Osceola- 
Niles,  4.  Mabel  Doctor. 

Golden  Seniors-Women  (65  years 
and  up)  2000-Contemporary:  1.  Maggie 
Garcia,  2.  Frances  Osceola,  3.  Peggy 
Stivers,  4.  Maydell  Osceola,  5.  Agnes 
Jumper. 

Golden  Seniors-Women  (65  years 
and  up)  Modern  Day  Fashion- Today’s 
Styles:  1.  Frances  Osceola,  2.  Lawanna 
Osceola-Niles,  3.  Louise  Billie,  4.  Mary 
Moore,  5.  Rachel  Billie. 
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Male 

Baby  (0-12  months):  1 .  Takota 
Howard,  2.  Quayton  Billie,  3.  Keenan 
Jones,  4.  Draven  Osceola-Hahn,  5. 
Bryce  Baker. 

Youth  (1-4  years):  1 .  Xavier 
Hill,  2.  Adakai  Robbins,  3.  Ramone  Z. 
Baker,  4.  Kaiden  Sampson,  5.  Hunter 
Howard. 

Youth  (5-8  years):  1 .  Chandler 
Demay o,  2.  Lesley  Gopher,  3.  Layne 
Thomas,  4.  Aidan  Tommie,  5.  Lance 
Howard. 

Youth  (9-12  years):  1.  Joshua 
Boromei,  2.  Wade  Micco,  3.  Brandtley 
Osceola,  4.  Trevor  Osceola,  5.  Layton 
Thomas. 

Youth  (13-17  years):  1.  Joseph 
Osceola,  2.  Justine  Osceola,  3.  Cypress 
Desmond  Osceola,  4.  Justin  Aldridge, 

5.  Eric  Sanders. 

Men  (18-25  years)  Jacket:  1. 
Byron  Baker,  2.  Dennis  Whitaker,  3. 
Justin  Gopher. 

Men  (18-25  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1.  Byron  Billie,  2. 
Clinton  Holt,  3.  Justin  Gopher. 

Men  (26-35  years)  Jacket:  1 . 
Milo  Osceola,  2.  Joey  Micco,  3. 

Kassim  Stockton  Sr.,  4.  Larry  Howard, 
5.  Naha  “Wildcat”  Jumper. 

Men  (26-35  years)  (1800-Old 
Traditional):  1.  Larry  Howard,  2. 
Kassim  Stockton  Sr.,  3.  Adam  Turtle,  4. 
Naha  “Wildcat”  Jumper,  5.  Wovoka 
Tommie. 

Men  (26-35  years)  1900- 
Traditional:  1.  Wovoka  Tommie,  2. 
Sampson  Gopher,  3.  Naha  “Wildcat” 
Jumper. 

Men  (26-35  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1.  Larry  Howard,  2. 
Kassim  Stockton  Sr.,  3.  Sampson 
Gopher  ,  4.  Joey  Micco,  5.  Naha 
“Wildcat”  Jumper. 

Men  (26-35  years)  (Modern 
Day  Fashion-Today’s  Styles):  1 . 
Pittman  Sampson,  2.  Sampson  Gopher, 
3.  Kassim  Stockton  Sr.,  4. “Wildcat” 
Naha  Jumper,  5.  George  Micco. 

Men  (36-54  years)  Jacket:  1 . 
Tony  Sanchez  Jr.,  2.  Parker  Jones,  3. 
Elbert  Snow,  4.  Paul  Buster  Jr.,  5. 
Sandy  Billie  Jr. 


Men  (36-54  years)  (1800-Old 
Traditional):  1 .  Vince  Ross  Motlow,  2. 
Parker  Jones,  3.  Elbert  Snow. 

Men  (36-54  years)  1900- 
Traditional:  1 .  Parker  Jones,  2.  Sandy 
Billie  Jr. 

Men  (36-54  years)  2000- 
Contemporary:  1 .  Parker  Jones,  2. 
Cicero  Osceola,  3.  Elbert  Snow,  4. 
Steve  Osceola. 

Men  (36-54  years)  (Modern 
Day  Fashion- Today’s  Styles):  1. 
Cicero  Osceola,  2.  Parker  Jones,  3. 
Sandy  Billie  Jr. 

Senior  Men  (55-64  years) 
Jacket:  1.  Thomas  Billie,  2.  Moses 
Jumper  Jr.,  3.  Howard  Osceola,  4. 
Norman  Johns,  5.  Billy  Micco. 

Senior  Men  (55-64  years) 
(1800-Old  Traditional):  1.  Moses 
Jumper  Jr.,  2.  Thomas  Billie,  3. 

Norman  Johns,  4.  Billy  Micco. 

Senior  Men  (55-64  years) 
1900-Traditional:  1.  Thomas  Billie,  2. 
Moses  Jumper  Jr.,  3.  Billy  Micco,  4. 
Norman  Johns. 

Senior  Men  (55-64  years) 
2000-Contemporary:  1.  Moses 
Jumper  Jr.,  2.  Thomas  Billie,  3.  Billy 
Micco,  4.  Stephen  Bowers,  5.  Norman 
Johns. 

Senior  Men  (55-64  years) 
Modern  Day  Fashion- Today’s  Styles: 
1.  Max  Osceola,  2.  Moses  Jumper  Jr., 

3.  Norman  Johns. 

Golden  Seniors  (65  years  and 
up)  Jacket:  1 .  Joe  Dan  Osceola,  2. 
Jimmie  Smith,  3.  Joe  Osceola  Sr.,  4. 
Wonder  Johns,  5.  Johnny  Tucker. 

Golden  Seniors-Men  (65  years 
and  up)  1800-Old  Traditional:  1. 
Jimmie  Smith,  2.  Joe  Dan  Osceola,  3. 
Johnny  Tucker. 

Golden  Seniors-Men  (65  years 
and  up)  1900-Traditional:  1.  Frank  J. 
Billie,  2.  Joe  Dan  Osceola. 

Golden  Seniors-Men  (65  years 
and  up)  2000-Contemporary:  1.  Joe 
Osceola  Sr.,  2.  Jimmie  Smith. 

Golden  Seniors-Men  (65  years 
and  up)  Modern  Day  Fashion- 
Today’s  Styles:  1 .  Joe  Osceola  Sr.,  2. 
Joe  Dan  Osceola,  3.  Jimmie  Smith. 
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An  Evening  of  Dance  and  Pow-wow  Imagery 

Tribe’s  Kickoff  for  the  36th  Annual  Tribal  Fair 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  the  night 
of  Feb.  7  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at 
Okalee  Village  sponsored  an  exhibition  of 
talented  Native  American  performers.  The 
featured  dancers  dressed  in  handmade 
regalia  with  bright  patterns  and  shimmer¬ 
ing  with  reflective  colors.  They  danced  to 
ancient  Native  American  chanting  voices 
and  drumbeats. 

Performing  were  Dallin  Maybe, 
champion  Northern  Traditional  dancer; 
Shea  Keek,  Jingle  Dress  Dancer;  Anthony 
Duncan,  four-time  world  champion  Hoop 
Dancer;  and  Violet  John,  Miss  Indian 
World  2007  and  Fancy  Shawl  dancer. 

These  dancers  would  also  perform 
and  compete  during  the  36th  Annual  Tribal 
Fair  and  Pow-wow  that  followed. 

The  evening’s  guest  emcee  was 
none  other  than  the  talented  Nammy®  and 
Grammy®  award  winner,  Micki  Free.  Free 


did  a  tremendous  job  moving  the  festivities 
along  with  his  showbiz  style  and  amusing 
charm. 

“I  wanted  to  thank  the  Tribal  Fair 
committee  for  having  us  all  out  and  having 
that  big  soiree  next  door,  it’s  off  the  chain,” 
he  said.  “They  deserve  a  big  round  of 
applause.” 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Mttany 
Yescas  followed  and  said  what  an  honor  it 
was  to  welcome  everyone  to  Seminole 
Country  for  the  Tribal  Fair.  Junior  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  Tianna  Hali  Yesenia 
Garcia  also  introduced  herself,  welcomed 
everyone  and  said  she  hoped  all  the  guests 
enjoyed  themselves. 

The  museum  offered  refreshments 
including  frybread  and  pumpkin  bread  to 
Tribal  citizens  and  invited  guests.  The 
evening  was  a  teaser  for  the  upcoming 
events  being  showcased  in  the  pow-wow 
competition. 


_ 
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Seminole  Stomp  Dancers  Entertain 
at  Tribal  Fair 


EU 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Victor  Billie  led 
fellow  stomp  dancers  Erica  Matta,  Jessica  I 
Osceola,  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  Lenora 
Roberts,  Brian  Zepeda  and  Pedro  Zepeda  during 
their  dance  and  informational  exhibition  on  Feb. 
9.  The  seven  dancers  entertained  the  36th 
Annual  Tribal  Fair  crowd  with  two  one -hour 
performances  on  each  day  of  the  four-day  fair, 
which  ran  Feb.  9-12. 

The  group  took  to  the  Main  Stage, 
located  next  to  Hooters  restaurant,  with  dancer 
Brian  Zepeda  emceeing.  Zepeda  described  each 
dance  to  the  audience  and  then  joined  the  stomp 
dancers  in  performing  it. 

Zepeda  explained  that  men  and  women 
must  work  together  for  each  dance  to  material¬ 
ize.  He  said  the  men  are  responsible  for  singing, 
while  the  women  must  keep  the  tempo. 

During  their  noon  performance  on 
opening  day,  Zepeda  showed  the  audience  how 
the  women  keep  tempo  using  their  shakers.  He 
brought  fellow  dancer  Erica  Matta  forward  to 
show  the  shakers  tied  to  her  calves  and  demon¬ 
strate  how  she  used  them. 

Each  performance  began  with  the 


Opening  Dance.  Zepeda  explained  that  this 
social  dance  needed  to  be  performed  before  all 
the  others.  He  added  that  all  dances  the  group 
exhibited  were  social  dances,  rather  than  sacred 
or  ritual  ones. 

Although  the  dances  performed  were 
not  sacred,  they  still  represented  Seminole  cul¬ 
ture,  Zepeda  noted. 

“There’s  real  meaning  in  the  things 
we’re  singing  and  dancing  for  you  today,”  he 
said! 

The  stomp  dancers  also  performed  the 
Catfish  Dance,  which  Zepeda  called  “a  love 
song  about  the  most  unlikely  of  characters.”  He 
explained  that  this  dance  depicted  the  courtship 
of  the  catfish  of  Northern  Florida,  which  can 
grow  up  to  5  feet  in  length. 

Before  demonstrating,  Zepeda 
explained  that  the  men  and  women  would  form 
two  single-file  lines.  They  would  then  join  hands 
and  make  large  circles  with  their  free  hands  to 
mimic  the  movement  of  the  large  catfish’s 
whiskers.  Zepeda  said  this  dance  symbolizes  the 
way  the  catfish  come  together  during  mating 
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Felix  DoBos 


Stephen  Galla 


Tribal  Fair  Festivities  Another  Hit 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  One  of 

the  most  prestigious  and  largest  of 
Native  American  events,  the  36th 
Annual  Tribal  Fair  and  Pow-wow, 
took  place  Feb.  8-11  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  The  fes¬ 
tival  featured  dancers,  performers 
and  artists. 

More  than  300  other  Native 
American  Tribes  from  across  the 
country  joined  in  the  celebration 
with  the  Seminole  Tribe. 

This  year’s  festivities  offered 
free  parking  and  admission  and  were 
open  to  all  ages.  Showcases  and 
exhibitions  took  place  on  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  stage,  on  the  Main  Stage 
located  next  to  Hooters,  and  in  the 
Okalee  Village. 

Several  perfonnances  were 
added  to  this  year’s  schedule:  the 


Kehewin  Native  Dancers,  Aztec  Fire 
Dancers,  Anikituhwa  Dancers, 
Seminole  Stomp  Dancers,  flutist 
Sonny  Nevaquaya,  the  Micki  Free 
Blues  Band,  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association  action,  native  actress 
Irene  Bedard  and  native  musician 
Jim  Boyd. 

Tribal  Fair  Director  Frankie 
Moore  helped  organize  events  and 
advertising  between  the  Tribal  Fair 
committee  and  the  Hard  Rock.  As  a 
former  committee  member,  he  says 
his  varied  experience  has  increased 
his  understanding  of  the  process. 

“The  process  can  allow  you  to 
see  things  from  both  sides,”  he  said. 
“I  enjoyed  bringing  in  the  entertain¬ 
ment  and  working  with  the  pow¬ 
wow  but  it  was  definitely  a  team 
effort.” 


2007  Fine  Arts  Contest  Winners 


Ages  18  &  Over 

Acrylic:  1.  Mary  Gay 
Osceola,  2.  Jimmy  Osceola,  3.  Elgin 
Jumper,  4.  Louise  Billie,  5.  Mary 
Robbins;  Ceramics:  1.  Rachel  Billie, 

2.  Ruth  Osceola,  3.  Ruby  Osceola, 

4.  Mary  Robbins,  5.  Carol  Cypress; 
Mixed  Media:  1.  Elgin  Jumper42. 
JoJo  Osceola,  3.  Melissa  Metcalf,  4. 
Patty  Entry,  5.  Jeff  Johns;  Oil:  1. 
Jimmy  Osceola,  2.  Pedro  Zepeda,  3. 
Melissa  Metcalf,  4.  Jo  Jo  Osceola,  5. 
Tasha  Osceola;  Pencil,  Pen  &  Ink:  1. 
Pedro  Zepeda,  2.  Daniel  Nunez,  Sr., 

3.  Jimmy  Osceola,  4.  Vinson 
Osceola;  Photography:  1.  Gordon 
Wareham,  2.  Bre  Clay,  3.  Jennifer 
Jones,  4.  Selena  Billie,  5.  Charlie 
Osceola;  Watercolor:  1 .  Mary  Gay 
Osceola,  2.  Elgin  Jumper,  3.  Jeff 
Johns,  4.  Jessica  Buster,  5.  Wilson 
Bowers. 


Ages  10-17 

Acrylic:  1.  Lorelei  Tommie, 

2.  Kirsten  Doney,  3.  Cameron 
Dorgan,  4.  Alissa  Dorgan,  5.  Alisia 
Billie;  Ceramics:  No  Entries;  Mixed 
Media:  1.  P  J  Billie,  2.  Samantha 
Hisler,  3.  Jaide  Micco,  4.  Alisia 
Billie,  5.  Courtney  Osceola;  Oil:  1. 
Alisia  Billie,  2.  Tianna  Young,  3. 
Katelyn  Young,  4.  Courtney 
Osceola;  Pencil,  Pen  &  Ink:  1 . 
Brittany  Smith,  2.  Lorelei  Tommie, 

3.  Katelyn  Young,  4.  Alisia  Billie,  5. 
Courtney  Osceola;  Photography:  1. 
Alisia  Billie,  2.  Kirsten  Doney,  3. 
Korvette  Billie,  4.  Lorelei  Billie; 
Watercolor:  1 .  Alisia  Billie. 
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Photo  Illustration 

(L-R)  Peggy  Cubis,  Bobby  Henry,  2006-2007  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas,  2005-2006  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Christine  McCall,  Brighton  Council  Representative  Andrew  Bowers,  Florida  Gov.  Charlie 
Crist,  Bobby  Frank,  Bradley  Cooley  Jr.,  Annie  Henry,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Linda  O.  Henry,  Alexander  Tommie,  Susie  Doctor,  Nancy  Frank  and  Maggie  Garcia. 


American  Royalty  Sculpture  Unveiled  in  Tallahassee 


Tribal  Council ,  Princess , 
Tampa  Citizens  Attend 

By  Wanda  F.  Bowers 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Governor  Charlie 
Crist  joined  Tribal  Council  representatives  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress;  Andrew  Bowers,  Brighton  repre¬ 


sentative;  and  Sally  R.  Tommie,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison, 
at  the  unveiling  of  the  American  Royalty  bronze 
sculptures  on  the  morning  of  March  15. 

The  sculpture  series  now  stands  outside  the 
R.A.  Grey  Building,  located  at  500  S.  Bronough  St. 
in  downtown  Tallahassee.  It  features  three  separate 
statues:  a  king  and  queen  and  their  male  servant,  who 
carries  the  king’s  deerskin  robe. 


Crist  unveiled  American  Royalty  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  date  chosen  for  the  unveiling  coincided  with 
the  fourth  annual  Florida  Heritage  Month,  celebrated 
March  15  through  April  15.  Following  the  unveiling, 
Crist  shook  hands  with  the  chairman  and  Bowers. 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas, 
Princess  Chaperone  Wanda  Bowers,  2005-2006  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  Christine  McCall  also  attended. 


The  Tampa  reservation  was  well  represented  with 
Tribal  citizens  Peggy  Cubis,  Susie  Doctor,  Nancy 
Frank,  Maggie  Garcia,  Annie  Henry,  Bobby  Henry 
and  Linda  O.  Henry  attending. 

This  is  the  third  of  four  in  a  series  of  statues 
titled  Indian  Heritage  Tableau,  all  created  by  the 

♦  See  SCULPTURE,  page  23 


Chris  Jenkins 


Elgin  Jumper  presents  his  work  to  the  BCC  audience. 

Tribal  Citizens  Put  Their 
Talents  on  Display 

original  works  of  poetry  and  art  for  art 
appreciation  students,  faculty  and  staff  at 
the  Broward  Community  College  (BCC) 
South  Campus. 

Jumper,  Otter  clan,  recited  his 

❖  See  ART,  page  3 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

DAVIE,  Fla.  —  It  was  about  get¬ 
ting  in  touch  with  the  subconscious  mind 
through  art.  At  least,  that  was  one  impor¬ 
tant  message  passed  on  by  Tribal  citizens 
Elgin  Jumper  and  Sam  Tommie.  On  March 
20,  both  were  featured  guests  presenting 


Judy  Weeks 


Members  of  Team  Seminole  present  for  early  activities  on  March  9  were  (L-R) 
Linda  Reyes,  Maria  Castro,  Elva  Montez,  Jean  Martinez,  Paula  Agado,  Xocheh 
Paulfox,  Lenora  Roberts  and  Nelson  McElvoy. 


Team  Seminole  Raises 


$25,000 for ACS 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  With  the 
coming  of  spring  each  year  there  is  a 
promise  of  new  life,  regeneration  and 
hope.  What  better  time  for  the  American 
Cancer  Society  (ACS)  to  unite  people  all 
across  our  nation  in  the  attack  against 
the  dreaded  disease  of  cancer. 

No  matter  where  you  live,  you 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  participate  in 


the  Relay  for  Life  2007.  The  little  com¬ 
munity  of  Immokalee  was  no  exception 
and  Team  Seminole  proudly  joined  ranks 
with  their  neighbors  in  the  fight  against 
cancer. 

The  Seminole  Tribe’s 
Community  Outreach  Liason  Edna 
McDuffie  and  Nutritionist  Charlotte 

❖  See  ACS,  page  14 


Groundbreaking  Kicks  Off  Renovations  to  Complex 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  long- 
awaited  renovation  of  the  Junior  Cypress 
Entertainment  Complex  and  Rodeo  Arena 
has  officially  begun. 

The  groundbreaking  ceremony  for 
the  improvements,  which  facility  director 
Josh  Jumper  called  “a  new  beginning  for 
an  old  story,”  took  place  March  8.  Susie 
Kippenberger,  formerly  of  the  Utihties 
Department,  was  all  smiles  as  she 
announced  that  work  would  soon  start  on 
this  project,  which  had  been  several  years 
on  the  hst  for  improvements. 

“The  end  result  will  not  only  be 
attractive,  but  a  state-of-the-art  complex  to 
accommodate  both  present  and  future  gen¬ 
erations  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,” 
Kippenberger  said,  pointing  to  architectur¬ 
al  renderings  at  the  front  of  the  room. 

Following  an  invocation  by 
Jumper,  Kippenberger  introduced  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  firms  that  developed  the 
project:  Balfoort  Finnvold  Architecture, 
Inc.,  Northstar  Geomatics,  Arpe 
Engineering,  Inc.,  Berg  All  Angle 
Construction,  S  &  F  Engineers,  Inc.,  P.E. 
Associates  and  Signature  Structures. 

Kippenberger  introduced  John 
Dufal  of  Signature  Structures  to  discuss  the 
state-of-the-art  material  used  in  renovating 
the  arena. 

“While  it  appears  to  be  a  canvas 
top,  it  is  in  reality  a  polyester  substance 
with  a  PVC  topcoat,”  he  said.  “It  has  a 


minimum  20-year  life  expectancy  with  a 
full  warranty  for  eight  years  and  carries  a 
15-year  pro-rated  warranty.  This  space-age 
material  is  both  weather-  and  fade-resistant 
and  is  becoming  extremely  popular 
because  of  its  ability  to  ventilate  as  well  as 
protect.  We  look  forward  to  it  serving  us 
well.” 


Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress  then 
thanked  everyone  for  their  support  in 
developing  this  much  needed  project  — 
most  of  all  his  colleagues  on  the  Tribal 
Council. 

♦  See  COMPLEX,  page  21 


(L-R)  Canaan  Jumper,  Arena  Director  Josh  Jumper,  Big  Cypress  Special  Projects 
Coordinator  Nery  Mejicano  and  Tribal  leaders  participate  in  the  groundbreaking 
ceremony  for  the  new  Junior  Cypress  Entertainment  Complex  and  Rodeo  Arena. 


Legends  Take  the  Court  for 
Howard  Tiger  Tournament 


Native  Ladies ,  Brighton 
Emerge  Victorious 

By  Tony  Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  When  the 
Annual  Howard  Tiger  Memorial  Legends 
Basketball  Tournament  rolls  around,  the 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Michelle  Osceola  looks  for  her  shot. 


legends  start  wiping  off  their  shoes  and 
pulling  out  their  knee  braces.  And  don’t 
forget  the  Icy  Hot  —  anyone  playing  more 
than  two  games  is  going  to  need  it. 

The  legends,  all  35  and  older,  play 
two  12-minute  halves  during  the  Howard 
Tiger  Tournament.  This  year’s  tournament 
brought  three  men’s  teams  and  two 
women’s  teams  back  to  the  court. 

The  two  women’s  teams  were  the 
Native  Ladies  and  the  Old  Skool  Bailers. 
Two  women’s  teams  playing  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment  always  means  there’s  going  to  be  a 
best-out-of-three  series. 

The  Native  Ladies  won  the  first 
game.  They  used  tough  defense  and  fast- 
break  baskets  to  gain  a  nice  size  lead  and 
keep  it.  The  Old  Skool  Bailers  looked  as  if 
they  got  a  hit  tired  with  about  seven  min¬ 
utes  to  go,  and  just  did  not  have  it  in  them 
to  try  to  make  a  comeback. 

The  ladies  had  time  to  get  some 
rest  because  the  men  were  taking  the  court 
to  show  off  some  old  school  razzle  dazzle. 
Even  though  it  was  more  like  “raz”  and 
“daz,”  the  effort  and  the  competitiveness 
were  clear  and  present. 

The  men’s  bracket  had  three 
teams  and  they  played  regular  tournament 
style.  The  Old  Tamiami  Trail  team  did  not 
make  it  to  the  championship  this  year. 

After  two  tough  games,  they  were  elimi¬ 
nated,  and  Brighton  would  have  to  face 
Hollywood  in  the  championship. 

❖  See  LEGENDS,  page  18 
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Huge  Visions  and  Dreams 


Dr.  Dean  Chavers  runs  Catching 
the  Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and 
school  improvement  organization  in 
Albuquerque.  Fie  has  been  involved  in  the 
fight  for  Lumbee  recognition  for  35  years. 
This  column  is  adapted  from  his  book 
“Modern  American  Indian  Leaders,  ”  to  be 
published  in  March  by  Mellen  Press, 
www. mellenpress. com.  He  is  the  world’s 
oldest  surviving  Indian  columnist.  The  opin¬ 
ions  he  expresses  are  his  own.  Contact  him 
at  CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. 

The  large  casino  in  the  Connecticut 
woods  has  become  the  most  outstand¬ 
ing  symbol  of  the  Indian  gaming 
movement.  The  success  of  this  huge  casino, 
which  is  the  largest  one  in  the  world,  owes 
most  of  its  success  to  the  man  who  led  the 
movement  to  reconstruct  a  small  Tribe.  His 
name  is  Richard  “Skip”  Hayward. 

His  father  was  a  Navy  seaman  who 
traveled  the  world  for  over  20  years,  taking 
the  family  with  him  to  most  of  his  bases. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  the  matri¬ 
arch  of  the  Pequot  Tribe,  Elizabeth  George, 
the  last  resident  of  the  reservation  when  she 
died  in  1973. 

Elizabeth  had  been  bom  on  the 
reservation  in  1894  and  lived  there  all  her 
life.  Her  two  half-sisters,  Alice  Brend  and 
Martha  Langevin,  for  two  generations  were 
also  involved  in  the  fight  to  hold  onto  the 
reservation.  Elizabeth  and  Martha  were 
bom  on  the  reservation  and  lived  on  it  their 
whole  lives.  Alice  left  to  raise  her  family, 
and  then  returned  in  her  old  age,  where  she 
proceeded  to  mix  it  up  with  local  authorities 
that  tried  to  tell  the  three  sisters  what  they 
could  or  could  not  do  on  the  reservation. 

“Hold  on  to  the  land,”  her 
grandchildren  and  others  remember  her 
saying  many  times.  Her  grandson  Skip  took 
her  advice  to  heart  more  than  did  any  of  the 
other  grandchildren,  nieces,  and  nephews. 
He  was  the  first  one  to  move  back  to  the 
reservation  after  Elizabeth  died,  the  first  one 
to  start  trying  to  rebuild  it,  and  the  first  one 
to  have  dreams  of  glory  that  would  later 
come  true. 

In  March  1975,  Hayward  became 
the  leader  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  at 
the  age  of  27.  The  others  had  all  left  to  find 
better  opportunities  and  jobs.  Her  sister 
Anne  lived  off  the  reservation  in  a  nearby 
community. 

“If  it  hadn’t  been  for  my 
grandmother’s  tenacity,”  says  Hayward, 
“and  her  perseverance  living  here  on  the 
reservation,  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  here 
for  us  today.  I  give  her  all  the  credit.” 

By  1973,  when  Elizabeth  George 


died,  the  reservation  had  been  illegally 
reduced  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  down  to 
only  200  acres.  It  took  a  lawsuit  handled  by 
the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF) 
to  restore  the  other  2,000-plus  acres  to  the 
reservation,  and  to  regain  for  the  Tribes  its 
recognition  by  the  federal  government. 

When  she  died,  Skip  quit  his  job  as 
a  welder  and  moved  onto  the  reservation  to 
try  to  preserve  the  Tribe’s  historic  status.  He 
also  started  working  to  get  other  people  to 
move  to  the  reservation  to  live,  which  few 
of  them  wanted  to  do  at  the  time.  There  was 
little  work  for  them  to  do,  and  just  some 
hardscrabble  ways  of  making  a  living,  such 
as  cutting  and  selling  firewood  and  picking 
blackberries  to  sell. 

There  had  not  been  a  new  house 
built  on  the  reservation  for  120  years.  After 
years  of  trying,  the  tiny  Tribe  finally  got  the 
State  of  Connecticut  to  agree  to  give  them 
some  federal  HUD  funds  in  1981.  They 
built  15  new  homes  and  started  to  rebuild 
the  Tribe. 

“People  cleared  their  own  lot,” 
Phyllis  Monroe  Wait,  one  of  Elizabeth 
George’s  granddaughters,  said.  “We  put  in 
our  own  lawns,  and  it  was  a  job.  It  was  a  job 
because  those  same  rocks  that  were  there 
when  we  are  trying  to  do  gardens  were  there 
when  we  were  trying  to  plant  lawns.” 

Many  of  the  George  grandchildren, 
including  Skip,  had  spent  time  living  and 
visiting  with  their  grandmother  on  the  reser¬ 
vation.  Many  of  them  remember  the  pleas¬ 
ant  summers  they  spent  there,  working  in 
the  gardens  and  picking  wild  berries. 

By  1986,  Skip  decided  the  time 
had  come  for  the  Tribe  to  become  some¬ 
thing  other  than  a  small  band  of  struggling 
day  laborers.  He  approached  banks  all  over 
the  United  States  asking  for  backing  to  open 
a  bingo  parlor  on  the  reservation,  with  no 
luck.  Not  one  single  bank  would  take  a 
chance  on  backing  such  an  operation. 

So  Skip  finally  went  to  the  United 
Arab  American  Bank  to  find  a  partner.  They 
borrowed  several  million  dollars  to  open  the 
bingo  parlor.  It  started  operations  in  1986. 
Within  18  months  it  had  completely  paid 
back  the  full  amount  of  the  loan,  with  inter¬ 
est. 

In  1991,  after  the  passage  of  the 
Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  in  1988,  the 
Tribe  decided  to  reach  for  its  ultimate  goal 
—  building  the  largest  casino  in  the  world. 
Between  New  York  City  and  Boston,  they 
had  the  largest  concentration  of  people  in 
the  U.  S.  to  draw  from,  over  75  million  peo¬ 
ple. 

Skip  again  approached  the  banks 
(he  claimed  all  the  banks  in  the  country) 


with  absolutely  no  luck  at  all.  So  he  went  to 
Malaysia,  where  he  gained  an  audience  with 
the  richest  man  in  Southeast  Asia,  Lim  Goh 
Tong.  He  had  no  problems  loaning  the  Tribe 
$950  million  to  build  Foxwoods  casino  (a 
reference  to  the  legend  that  the  Pequots  had 
been  known  as  the  people  of  the  fox). 

The  Tribe  opened  Foxwoods  on 
February  15,  1992.  Immediately  it  was  the 
largest  casino  in  the  world,  and  still  is.  It  is 
twice  as  large  as  the  largest  casino  in  Las 
Vegas,  for  instance.  It  has  6,800  slot 
machines,  while  the  largest  casino  in  Las 
Vegas  has  fewer  than  3,500  slots. 

Within  a  few  years  the  Tribe  had 
paid  back  the  Lim  loan,  with  interest,  and 
had  expanded  into  over  40  other  industries. 
The  Tribe  is  now  the  largest  employer  in 
southeast  Connecticut,  with  businesses 
including  a  pharmaceutical  business,  fish 
hatcheries,  a  builder  of  jet  boats,  house 
construction,  several  hotels,  two  golf 
courses,  and  many  others.  Four  hotels, 
another  casino,  two  golf  courses,  an 
extensive  shopping  mall,  and  a  Tribal  muse¬ 
um  surround  the  casino  with  state-of-the-art 
facilities. 

With  the  coming  of  Foxwoods,  the 
casino  hired  literally  all  the  locals  it  could 
find,  but  soon  ran  out  of  people.  They  have 
tried  numerous  techniques  to  find  and  keep 
good  workers,  including  hiring  people  from 
Russia,  running  buses  from  Bridgeport 
every  morning  and  afternoon  (Bridgeport  is 
two  hours  away),  hiring  Indians  from  out¬ 
side  the  area,  and  using  recruiters  to  find 
people.  The  casino  still  has  a  problem  find¬ 
ing  enough  personnel. 

Skip  served  as  chairman  for  a  very 
long  time.  He  stepped  down  in  1998  after 
serving  for  23  years. 

In  the  1990s  the  MPTN  grew  enor¬ 
mously  in  wealth  and  power.  They  bought 
165  acres  of  farmland  that  was  located  next 
to  the  reservation,  but  that  had  been  allowed 
to  run  down.  It  contained  a  former  Boy 
Scout  camp  that  had  been  allowed  to  run 
down  and  a  lake  that  had  been  allowed  to 
grow  over. 

So  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  have 
grown  enormously  wealthy  in  a  short  period 
of  time.  This  has  made  them  the  envy  of 
many  other  Tribes  and  Tribal  leaders.  But 
other  Tribes,  being  more  mature  about  it, 
emulate  what  they  are  doing  and  are  trying 
to  do.  MPTN  is  now  forming  alliances  and 
coalitions  with  other  Tribes  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  resorts,  casinos,  hotels,  and  busi¬ 
nesses.  It  seems  the  sky  is  the  limit  for  the 
little  Tribe  with  the  big  casino  in  the  woods 
of  eastern  Connecticut. 


Letters  £  E-mail 


Please  send  all  letters  to  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024  ❖  tribune@semtribe.com  ❖ 


Hello, 

I  just  wanted  to  say  that  I  from 
now  on  will  utilize  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  in 
Stockholm  when  taking  girls  for  dinner! 
You  should  be  proud! 

I’m  sorry  for  what  some  of  my 
ancestors  did  to  Indians  when  they  migrat¬ 
ed  to  America,  but  hey,  after  all  it’s  not 
about  origin,  it’s  about  heart!  Good  luck  in 
business  and  please,  whatever  you  do, 
don’t  forget  heart  or  your  enemy  will  have 
won. 

Best  of  wishes, 

Mikael 

Dear  Editor, 

The  13th  Annual  Haskell 
Commencement  Indian  Men’s  Fast  Pitch 
Tournament  will  take  place  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.  May  12-13.  The  tournament  takes 
place  in  conjunction  with  Haskell’s  com¬ 
mencement  activities. 

We  have  teams  represented  from 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  North  Dakota  and 
South  Dakota.  Any  readers  who  would  like 
to  get  their  team(s)  into  our  tournament 
may  e-mail  or  call  the  below  listed  individ¬ 
uals  for  more  information.  The  entry  dead¬ 
line  is  May  8. 

Angela  Barnett: 

abamett@haskell.edu,  (785)  749-8489; 
Kerry  Girty:  kgirty@haskell.edu,  (785) 


832-6600  or  Robert  Berryhill  Jr. :  robert- 
berryhill@hotmail.com,  (785)  856-2992. 

Thank  you, 

Sherry  Girty 

Secretary  of  the  Counseling 

Services  Center 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 

Dear  Editor, 

Would  it  be  possible  to  have  a 
Seminole  wedding  ceremony  that  is  legally 
performed  for  a  white  couple?  If  so,  could 
you  refer  me  to  someone  who  would  be 
willing  to  perform  the  ceremony?  Thank 
you, 

Shirley  Jones 

Hello  Ms.  Jones, 

You  could  always  look  into  rent¬ 
ing  a  site  on  one  of  our  publicly  used 
facilities,  including  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  or  Billie  Swamp  Safari,  both  on 
the  Big  Cypress  reservation,  or  a  Tribally 
owned  hotel  such  as  the  Hollywood  or 
Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino.  However,  there  is  no  way  to  legal¬ 
ly  perform  a  Seminole  wedding  ceremony 
on  a  non-Tribal  couple.  Sorry.  Good  luck 
though! 

Sincerely, 

Tina  M.  Osceola 

Director  of  Museums 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Billy  Osceola,  First  Tribal  Chairman 


The  2007  Tribal 
Calendars  Are  Here 

Seminole  Tribal  citizens  can  pick  up 
their  complimentary  copies  of  the 
2007  calendar  at  either  the 
Hollywood  Headquarters,  Suite 
#235,  the  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative’s  Office  or  the  field 
offices  on  the  Naples,  Brighton, 
Immokalee,  Tampa  and  Fort  Pierce 
reservations. 

Additional  copies  are  available  at 
the  Tribune  office  for  $10.  For  more 
information,  please  contact  Darline 
Buster  at  (954)  966-6300,  Ext. 
1266. 
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Museum  Hosts  Third  Distinguished  Lecturer 

UCLA  Professor  Peter  Nabokov  Speaks 


Chris  Jenkins 

Professor  Peter  Nabokov  speaks  to  the  audience  during  his  lecture. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  In  the  third 
installment  of  the  Distinguished  Lecture 
Series,  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  and  the 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  welcomed 
guest  speaker  Peter  Nabokov  on  Mar  15. 

The  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles  (UCLA)  professor,  author  and 
anthropologist  discussed  “Sacred  Places: 
Historic  Preservation  of  Our  Lands”  as 
well  as  his  latest  book,  Where  the 
Lightening  Strikes:  The  Lives  of 
American  Indian  Sacred  Places. 

Central  to  his  discussion  was  an 
analysis  of  16  varied  and  sacred  places 
across  the  United  States,  all  connected 
spiritually  to  Native  Americans.  He  also 
discussed  the  myths,  legends,  practices  and 
rituals  associated  with  them. 

Nabokov’s  interest  in  the  topic  is 
closely  connected  to  his  early  exposure  to 
the  Native  American  culture,  as  well  as  his 
studies.  He  was  a  newspaper  reporter  for 
The  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican  in  the  late 


Peter  Nabokov 


1960s.  Nabokov  also  spent  time  on  the 
Navajo,  Sioux,  and  Crow  reservations.  He 
said  he  was  exposed  to  and  drawn  to 
Indian  lifestyles  and  customs  since  an  early 
age. 

“For  years  after  that  there  was 
nothing  I  wanted  to  do  except  to  visit  the 
native  community  and  get  to  know  native 
people  and  try  to  learn  what  their  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  of  occupations  had  taught 
them,  and  every  time  I  have  tried  to  learn 
another  subject  matter  I  have  been  brought 
back,”  he  revealed. 

Director  of  Museums  Tina  M. 
Osceola  said  inviting  Nabokov  to  discuss 
his  thoughts  on  Native  American  issues 
and  his  book  was  a  great  idea.  She  said  his 
presentation  was  needed  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

“Our  primary  audience  is  of 
course  our  Tribal  members,”  she  said. 
“Providing  opportunities  and  perspective 
for  Tribal  employees  and  others  is  also  part 
of  the  goal.  “We  as  a  Tribe  need  to  identify 


our  own  sacred  places  and  identify  our 
own  natural  resources.  The  whole  idea  was 
to  provoke  thought  and  promote  dialogue.” 

Nabokov  said  he  was  excited  to 
be  a  part  of  the  series  and  to  be  in 
Seminole  country. 

“The  Seminole  story  is  an  amaz¬ 
ing  story,”  he  said.  “Their  rich  and  com¬ 
plex  heritage  should  be  acknowledged  and 
honored  by  everybody  in  this  state.” 

Osceola  said  the  series,  which  is 
in  its  first  year,  has  been  well  received  thus 
far.  She  said  she  feels  it  was  needed  to 
increase  the  museum’s  appeal  and  that  the 
months  of  January  through  April  are  an 
ideal  time  for  the  lectures  because  of 
tourism  in  Florida. 

“In  the  move  toward  accredita¬ 
tion,  programming  became  big  in  making  a 
bid  toward  recognition,”  she  said.  “We 
wanted  to  bring  people  to  Florida  who 
would  provoke  thought.  Who  better  than 
scholars?” 


Bambi  Kraus  to  Speak  on  Historic  Preservation 


Submitted  by  Museum  Staff 

The  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  presents  the  final  free 
lecture  in  its  2007 
Distinguished  Lecture  Series  on 
Thursday,  April  26,  from  7-9 
p.m.  at  the  Hollywood 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino.  The  featured  lecturer  is 
Bambi  Kraus,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Tribal 
Historic  Preservation  Officers. 
Kraus  will  speak  about  “Tribal 
Historic  Preservation  Offices: 
An  Issue  of  Sovereignty.” 


All  are  welcome. 

Please  RSVP  to  Sara  Whitehead 
at  (863)  902-1113,  Ext.  12211. 

Bambi  Kraus  is  the 
president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Tribal  Historic 
Preservation  Officers  (NATH- 
PO).  Since  graduating  from 
Stanford  University,  she  has 
resided  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
and  has  been  committed  to 
working  with  and  advocating 
for  Native  American  rights. 


adviser  for  President  Bill 
Clinton ’s  Initiative  on  Race,  the 
National  Indian  Policy  Center, 
the  National  Advisory  Council 
on  Indian  Education  through 
the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education  and  the  National 
Anthropological  Archives  with 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Kraus  completed  a 
children’s  book  in  1998  with 
and  about  her  mother,  Frances 
Nannauck  Kraus.  Bambi  Kraus 
is  a  Tlingit  Indian  whose  family 
is  from  Kake,  Alaska. 


❖  Art 

Continued  from  page  1 

own  original  light  and  shadow  poetry 
along  with  presenting  paintings  and  sculp¬ 
tures.  Tommie,  Bird  clan,  spoke  about  his 
Seminole  heritage  as  well  as  life  in  the 
Everglades.  He  also  presented  original 
pieces  of  sculpture,  paintings  and  drawings 
and  gave  a  flute  performance. 

“We’re  trying  to  do 
new  things  to  share  and  fur¬ 
ther  Seminole  art,”  Jumper 
said. 

Broward  Community 
College  Visual  Arts 
Department  Coordinator  and 
Gallery  Director  Dr.  Kyra 
Belan  said  Jumper’s  and 
Tommie’s  appearance  was 
timely. 

“I  think  they  really 
opened  the  students’  eyes  on 
their  culture  and  socioeco¬ 
nomic  issues,”  she  said. 

Bringing  the  two  to 
BCC  is  part  of  a  renewed 
effort  to  understand,  appreci¬ 
ate  and  celebrate  Native 
American  and  other  cultures, 
according  to  Belan.  She  said 
the  last  guest  appearance  she 
was  involved  in  coordinating 
was  close  to  20  years  ago, 
when  former  Tribal  President 
Joe  Dan  Osceola  spoke. 

“I  want  to  continue 
to  bring  different  cultures 
here  to  campus,”  she  said. 

Jumper  is  a  pub¬ 
lished  poet  with  works  fea¬ 
tured  in  his  book  Nightfall, 
which  is  part  of  the  The 
Native  Writers  Chapbook 
Series  II,  published  by  the 
Sequoyah  Research  Center  at 
the  University  of  Arkansas  at 
Little  Rock.  He  said  he  has 
been  recognized  for  his  talent 
by  instructors  for  years, 
through  classes  and  work¬ 
shops,  and  his  growth  contin¬ 
ues. 

“I  want  to  take 
[Seminole  art]  places  it  has 
never  been  before,”  he 
explained.  “I’m  not  afraid  to 
try  new  things  and  to  put 
myself  out  there.  When  you 
get  deeply  into  something, 
you  want  to  keep  learning  and 
understanding.” 

Tommie,  who  is  also  a  filmmaker, 
is  one  of  the  few  current  residents  of  the 
Everglades  who  was  bom  there. 

Describing  himself  as  “neurotically  com¬ 
fortable,”  he  said  the  Everglades  spirit  is 
very  important  for  art  creation  and  guid¬ 
ance  in  life. 

“Your  spirit  is  within  everything 
that  is  around  us,  within  every  one  of  us  ... 
we  are  all  connected  to  all  of  it.  We  can 


also  call  the  spirit  the  subconscious  mind,” 
he  said. 

He  said  he  is  also  close  to  his 
roots  and  environment  and  draws  strength 
from  both. 

“[The  water]  not  only  provides 
physical  protection,  it  has  also  been  a  spiri¬ 
tual  refuge  for  my  family,”  he  said.  “Birds 
and  animals  have  also  actually  played  a  big 
part  in  our  lives.” 


Belan  said  future  plans  at  BCC 
include  Tribal  artists  participating  in  the 
first  Seminole  Art  and  Culture  Symposium 
in  November.  It  is  envisioned  as  an  annual 
event.  She  said  she  will  also  continue  grant 
work,  currently  tabled  among  administra¬ 
tive  staff  on  campus,  allowing  for  the 
building  of  two  to  three  chickee  huts  on 
the  southwest  end  of  the  campus.  The  huts 
will  be  used  for  study  and  leisure,  she  said. 


Sam  Tommie  displays  one  of  his  sculptures. 


Elgin  Jumper  and  BCC  Visual  Arts  Department 
Coordinator  Dr.  Kyra  Belan  talk  to  the  audience. 
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Judy  Weeks 

Members  of  the  RMPK  Group  of  Planners  answer  inquiries  about  planned  changes  and  renovations. 


Committee  Reviews  Master  Plan  for  Immokalee 


Tribal  Employee  Selected  for  Federal 
Survey  Program 


Submitted  by  the  Real  Estate  Department 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Danny  R.  Swain,  P.S.M.,  is 
among  the  first  group  of  69  professional  land  surveyors 
nationwide  to  receive  a  new  federal  certification  from  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM).  Swain, 
employed  by  the  Tribe  as  a  land  surveyor,  was  among  the 
beta  test  group  of  selected  land  surveyors  to  participate 
in  the  new  program  called  CFedS,  meaning  certified  land 
surveyor. 

The  CFedS  program,  which  has  been  approved 
by  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  was  designed  by  the  BLM 
to  fulfill  the  Department  of  Interior’s  fiduciary  trust 
responsibilities  for  surveying  on  Indian  lands.  This  pro¬ 
gram  is  directed  at  making  it  a  requirement  for  anyone 
surveying  on  Indian  lands  to  have  completed  120  hours 
of  training  and  pass  a  six-hour  written  examination 
attesting  to  the  fact. 

By  completing  the  course  and  successfully  pass¬ 
ing  the  written  exam,  Swain  has  ensured  the  Tribe  will 
retain  control  of  surveying  its  own  lands. 


Submitted  by  Real  Estate  Depart 

Danny  Swain 


Housing  is  Central  Topic  at  Seminars 


Seminar  guests  watch  a  slide  presentation. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  city’s  emerging  role 
as  a  hub  for  economic  growth  was  up  for  discussion 
recently  at  a  meeting  of  the  Immokalee  Master  Plan 
and  Visioning  Committee. 

CRA  Advisory  Board  Representative  Fred 
Thomas  called  the  Feb.  20  meeting  to  order  at  the 
Career  and  Service  Center  of  Collier  County. 

“The  goal  of  this  committee  is  to  guide  land 
use  so  as  to  enhance 
Immokalee’s  quality  of  life, 
natural  beauty,  environment, 
small  town  character  and  stable 
neighborhoods,”  Thomas  said. 

“Immokalee  has  to  determine 
its  status  as  an  urban  hub  for 
the  surrounding  economic 
growth  in  eastern  Collier 
County,  while  providing  for 
agriculture,  tourism  and  the 
Immokalee  Regional  Airport’s 
port-of-entry  designation.” 

The  RMPK  Group, 

Inc.  has  developed  a  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  to  coordinate  all 
of  the  above  interests.  Sections 
have  been  set  aside  for  future 
housing  projects,  estate  areas 
and  major  residential  develop¬ 
ments,  in  addition  to  vast  com¬ 
mercial  tracts  which  will  great¬ 
ly  change  the  landscape  of 
Immokalee. 

Regional  Context  and 
Future  Land  Use  Maps  on  dis¬ 
play  at  the  meeting  indicated 
the  proposed  zoning  and  rede¬ 
velopment  areas  necessary  to  implement  their  plan. 
The  overall  area  was  broken  down  into  subsections  for 
more  in-depth  viewing. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  Master  Plan,  a 
great  deal  of  redevelopment  will  be  required  through¬ 
out  the  existing  community  over  the  next  several 
years. 

One  of  the  objectives  of  the  plan  is  to  rein¬ 
state  the  former  Main  Street  Program,  under  a  new 
name,  to  provide  a  means  of  improving  the  physical 
appearance  of  the  commercial  buildings  along  the 
New  Market  Road  corridor  and  State  Road  29 
between  First  and  Westclox  streets.  It  was  suggested 
that  an  architectural  code  be  developed  to  dictate  the 
look  intended  for  this  area. 

With  a  controlled  plan,  Thomas  said, 


Judy  Weeks 


Regional  Context  Map  of  Immokalee  Master  Plan 


Immokalee  could  put  on  a  very  desirable  new  face  not 
only  for  the  residents,  but  also  for  those  entering  the 
community. 

Thomas  said  the  new  Ave  Maria  University  is 
rapidly  materializing  with  600-plus  students  slated  to 
begin  study  this  fall.  He  added  that  the  student  body 
will  eventually  comprise  thousands  of  students  occu¬ 
pying  an  expansive  campus.  This  will  provide  untold 
commercial  opportunities  for  Immokalee,  according  to 
Thomas. 

Committee  members  discussed  the  Seminole 
Tribe’s  current  land  use  and  possible  development 
projects  over  the  next  several  years.  They  agreed  that 
creating  a  commercially  zoned  district  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Tribe’s  properties  could  prove  to  be  very  benefi¬ 
cial. 

They  added  that  coordinating  the  efforts  of 
local  business  interests  with  those  of  the  Tribe  could 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  These  efforts  will  aid 
in  developing  Immokalee  as  a  tourist  destination  point 
in  the  areas  of  ecotourism,  heritage  tours  and  multicul¬ 
tural  entertainment. 

Collier  County  Commissioner  Jim  Coletta 
said  Immokalee  generates  $800,000  to  $1,000,000  in 
property  tax  revenues.  He  said  this  would  show  an 
immediate  increase  if  the  Master  Plan  is  implemented. 
With  the  current  tax  base,  the  revenues  would  first 
double  and  then  begin  to  escalate  rapidly,  providing  a 
considerable  income  to  Collier  County,  he  added. 

Funds  will  become  available  for  additional 


infrastructure  improvements  necessary  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  resulting  growth,  according  to  Coletta. 

Master  Plan  objectives  state  that  by  2008, 
Collier  County  shall  implement  a  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  repair  or  removal  and  replacement  of  the 
housing  units  identified  in  the  Immokalee  Housing 
Condition  Inventory  as  severely  substandard,  dilapi¬ 
dated  and/or  deteriorated.  The  Master  Plan  also  speci¬ 
fies  that  the  Community  Redevelopment  Agency  will 


establish  Neighborhoods  of  Critical  Concern  to 
encourage  revitalization  and  infill  housing  construc¬ 
tion  in  neighborhoods  with  substandard  housing  con¬ 
ditions  and  dilapidated  commercial  buildings. 

Thomas,  Coletta  and  RMPK  Group  planners 
noted  that: 

•  A  $9.2  million  rural  development  grant 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been 
received  to  refurbish  and  reconstruct  Farm  Workers 
Village.  This  project  should  be  getting  under  way 
soon. 

•  State  Road  29  will  soon  be  widened  and  a 
29  Bypass  is  in  the  proposal  stages. 

•  The  Immokalee  Tradeport  has  been 
approved.  As  soon  as  the  Master  Plan  can  be  institut¬ 
ed,  the  zoning  in  this  area  will  create  industrial  flexi¬ 
bility  and  entice  large  commercial  interests  around  the 
airport.  If  contracts  from  large  companies  can  be 
obtained,  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  would 
be  willing  to  approve  a  7,500-foot  runway  suitable  for 
commercial  jet  traffic,  while  leaving  the  passenger 
service  at  the  Jetport  in  Fort  Myers.  This  would  create 
an  unlimited  business  potential  for  transport  into  the 
U.S.  from  other  countries. 

A  representative  of  the  Audubon  Society,  who 
did  not  give  his  name,  expressed  concerns  about  the 
effect  that  development  would  have  on  Lake  Trafford 
and  the  wetlands  to  its  south  and  west.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  lake  had  suffered  serious  damage  in  the  past 
and  a  fortune  had  been  spent  on  its  cleanup  and  re¬ 
nourishment. 

Thomas  replied  that  the  areas  around  the  lake 
are  designated  for  high-end  housing  and  estates  as 
well  as  ecotourism  enterprises.  He  said  these  would 
benefit  the  area  and  not  adversely  affect  the  quality  of 
the  runoff  into  the  water  or  nearby  slough. 

With  regard  to  agricultural  runoff  and  its 
effect  on  Lake  Trafford  and  local  waterways,  Thomas 
said  these  issues  are  rapidly  being  resolved:  Extensive 
changes  are  on  the  horizon  for  the  Senoroa  Holdings. 
Alico  is  altering  their  agricultural  land  use  programs 
to  accommodate  the  changing  lifestyle.  The  Pepper 
Ranch  properties  are  under  going  developmental  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

According  to  Thomas,  Coletta  and  RMPK 
Group  planners,  the  Master  Plan  is  designed  to  make 
provisions  for  ecotourism  around  Lake  Trafford  and 
the  wetland  areas  surrounding  Immokalee.  They  said 
the  prospectus  calls  for  the  best  possible  use  and 
preservation  of  these  sensitive  areas  while  creating  a 
valuable  enhancement  of  property  values  and  sources 
of  income  to  their  current  and  future  owners. 

They  added  that  the  proposed  changes  would 
make  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  property  values  while 
altering  the  face  of  Immokalee  and  allowing  for  future 
expansion. 

After  reviewing  the  above  information, 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  remarked,  “It  is  often  said 
that  wisdom  comes  with  age  and  there  is  one  thing 
that  has  proven  to  be  true  —  ‘You  cannot  stand  in  the 
way  of  progress  without  getting  run  over.’  This  leads 
to  the  big  question,  ‘Shouldn’t  we  find  ways  to  benefit 
from  things  that  we  cannot  control?’ 

“I  don’t  wish  to  imply  that  we  are  opposed  to 
change,  but  I  feel  that  we  would  benefit  by  helping  to 
constructively  shape  the  changes  that  are  inevitable.  In 
this  way  we  can  create  a  map  for  our  own  future.  A 
properly  orchestrated  Master  Plan  could  be  of  benefit 
to  everyone  and  ensure  a  bright  future  for  residents  as 
well  as  enhancement  of  future  revenues  in  the 
Immokalee  area. 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  has  plans  to  have  repre¬ 
sentatives  attend  future  workshops  and  meetings 
regarding  the  Immokalee  Master  Plan  and  perhaps 
play  an  active  role  in  planning  for  the  future.” 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  state  of  housing 
among  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  other  Native 
Americans  was  on  the  minds  of  speakers  and  guests 
who  met  for  their  annual  joint  sessions  March  13-15 
at  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Grants  and 
Governmental  Affairs  Offices,  along  with  the  Housing 
Department,  were  involved  with  organizing  the  ses¬ 
sions.  There  were  also  four  major  housing  representa¬ 
tives  on  hand,  representing  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  for  Native  American 
Programs,  the  United  South  and  Eastern  Tribes,  the 
Great  Lakes  Indian  Housing  Association  and  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency. 


The  three-day  gathering  assembled  represen¬ 
tatives  from  55  Tribes,  all  located  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  to  discuss  the  importance  of  housing, 
needed  improvements  and  projects  which  have  been 
implemented. 

Members  of  the  Tribal  Council  also  appeared 
offering  greetings  and  their  thoughts.  They  included 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R. 
Tommie  and  Trail  Liaison  William  Osceola. 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing 
Department  Director  Troy  Clay  said  the  meetings  are 
important. 

“This  helps  bring  Tribes  together  to  under¬ 
stand  what  has  been  successful  for  other  Tribes,”  Clay 
said. 


Land  For  Sa 

Near  Brighton  Reservati 


Land  for  Sale  off  721/Nine  Mile 
in  Highlands  County 
Only  minutes  to  Brighton  Reservat 
10  to  75  acre  parcels  availabl 
Possible  owner  financing 
Prices  range  from  $16,500  to  $19,500 
Call  owner  anytime  at  863-634-73 
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Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 
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Judy  Weeks 

Planners,  a  county  commissioner,  engineering  firms,  real  estate  agents, 
developers,  and  representatives  of  businesses,  the  Water  Management 
District  and  the  Audubon  Society  attend  a  meeting  on  Immokalee’s  Master 
Plan. 
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Evening  of  Song  and  Dance  Kicks 
Off  Lehigh  Spring  Festival 

Immokalees  Chelsey  Ford,  Laurissa  DeLaRosa  Perform 


country  singers  Taylor  Swift  and  Andrew  Dean. 
Vonzell  Solomon  of  American  Idol  fame  also  per¬ 
formed. 

Performing  in  the  middle  of  this  impres¬ 
sive  lineup  were  two  Tribal  citizens  from 
Immokalee,  Chelsey  Ford  and  Laurissa  DeLaRosa. 
These  two  young  ladies  have  been  attending  Patti’s 
Dance  School  for  the  past  two  years,  where  they 
study  ballet,  tap  and  hip-hop. 

Following  the  opening  ceremonies,  the 
stage  was  filled  with  music  as  one  dance  troupe 
after  another  performed  for  an  appreciative  audi¬ 
ence.  There  were  dancers  of  all  ages,  beginning 
with  the  3-  and  4-year-old  junior  petites  in  their 
adorable  costumes.  The  program  ended  with 
teenagers  who  have  qualified  for  the  Junior 
Olympics. 

Gliding  across  the  stage,  Ford  and 
DeLaRosa  wowed  the  spectators  with  their  graceful 
movements.  They  appeared  to  float  on  air  as  they 
performed  the  Princess  Dance.  It  was  obvious  from 
their  strength  and  muscular  control  that  they  have 
been  working  very  hard  to  develop  this  ballet  rou¬ 
tine  and  their  efforts  were  paying  off. 

The  girls’  expertise  doesn’t  end  there. 
Shedding  their  tutus  and  donning  blue  jeans,  they 
joined  a  chorus  line  for  a  hip-hop  and  tap  dancing 
combo  that  burst  with  energy.  Ford  received  a 
round  of  applause  for  her  tumbling  routine  as  she 
backflipped  across  the  stage. 


Judy  Weeks 

Laurissa  DeLaRosa  flutters  across  the  stage 
during  her  ballet  routine. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

LEHIGH  ACRES,  Fla.  —  The  36th  Annual  Lehigh 
Spring  Festival  got  under  way  on  March  16  with  a  lively 
evening  of  entertainment.  The  theme  for  this  year’s  production 
was  “Gone  Country,”  and  featured  many  local  artists  as  well  as 


Judy  Weeks 

With  a  series  of  backflips,  Laurissa  DeLaRosa  crosses  the 
stage. 


Judy  Weeks 

Whether  dancing  to  music  from  the  1960s  or  2000, 
Chelsey  Ford  is  obviously  enjoying  herself. 
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Susan  Etxebarria 


(L-R)  Little  Mr.  Seminole  Kano  Puente,  Brighton  Jr.  Miss  McKayla  Snow  and  Brighton  Miss  Amber  Craig 
wave  to  the  crowd  from  their  float  at  the  Okeechobee  festival. 


Tribe  Attends  Local  Parades,  Festivals 

Princesses,  Officials  Represent  Tribe 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

The  Seminole  Tribe 
represented  itself  with  pride, 
dignity  and  zest  for  life,  show¬ 
ing  up  at  the  Hendry  County 
Fair  Parade  in  Clewiston  on 
March  17.  The  Tribe  con¬ 
tributed  the  most  entries  — 
seven  —  to  this  annual  event 
sponsored  by  the  Hendry 
County  Fair  and  Livestock 
Association. 

President  Moses 
Osceola  was  honored  as  the 
marshal  of  the  Chalo  Nitka 
Parade  in  Moore  Haven  on 
March  3. 

The  Tribe’s  princesses, 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 
Yescas  and  Little  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Krysta  Burton,  attend- 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.  Paul  Bowers 


ed  the  Chalo  Nitka  Parade  and  the  Hendry  County 
Fair  Parade.  They  also  appeared  at  the  Swamp 
Cabbage  Festival,  the  Speckled  Perch  Festival 
Parade  in  Okeechobee  City,  the  annual  Brighton 
Field  Days  Parade  and  the  Red  Ribbon  Parade. 

The  princesses  have  attended  five  in  all 
for  the  year,  according  to  the  Tribe’s  Princess 
Committee  Chairperson  Wanda  Bowers. 

Education  Adviser  Pat  McElroy  and  Loan 
Department  employee  Jackie  Booth,  both  on  the 
staff  at  Big  Cypress,  organized  the  Tribe’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  Hendry  County  Fair.  They  coordinat¬ 
ed  the  entries  with  the  county’s  fair  committee  and 
made  sure  everyone  knew  when  and  where  to 
arrive  before  the  parade. 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Big  Cypress 
Board  Representative  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  rode  in  the 
Hendry  County  Fair  Parade.  The  theme  was  Mardi 
Gras  and  the  float  was  decorated  beautifully  in  purple, 
green  and  gold.  McElroy  headed  the  committee  build¬ 
ing  the  float  and  they  decorated  it  from  the  ground  up. 

“It  took  one  month  for  us  to  do  this,” 
McElroy  said. 

The  Fellowship  Riders  from  Calvary  Chapel 
Motorcycle  Ministry  traveled  from  Fort  Lauderdale  to 
join  the  parade.  They  were  accompanied  by  Big 
Cypress  cyclists  including  Ronnie  Billie,  who  rode  his 
fantastic  motorcycle  to  “oohs”  and  “aahs”  from  parade 
spectators. 


Little  Miss  Seminole  Krysta  Jalene  Burton  at  the 
Speckled  Perch  Festival  in  Okeechobee 
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A  Senior  Living  Community 
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Any  Jail 
Any  Timo 

Bail  Bond* 

Fiahzas 

Gil  Velasquez 

Teh  954-463-2227  -  Fax;  954-463^2228 

521  5.  Andrews  Awe.  (5u-te  #6)  pt  Louderdflie,  FL  33301 


24  Hours 
Emergency 
Service 
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tavei  &  Entertainment 


Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 

Concerts  •  Sports  *  Theatre 

Fop  All  Events  Call: 

^<305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
KfsiUJS  at:  www.preferredultimatexom 

Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  ■  Hotels  ■  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or  (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultfmatetravel.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Chayanne 
Fail  Out  Boy 
Earth  Wind  &  Fire 
Diana  Ross 
John  Legend 
Christina  Aguilera 
Steely  Dan 
Gwen  Stefani 
Charlie  Daniels 
Godsmack 
Roger  Waters 
Steve  Miller  Band 
Tool 

Kenny  Chesney 
The  Police 
John  Mayer 
Miami  Heat 
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^  -  University  Podiatry  Associates 
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Billie,  Herrera  Wed  in 
Seaside  Ceremony 


Judy  Weeks 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jose  Herrera  enjoy  their  first  dance. 
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By  Judy  Weeks 

FORT  MYERS  BEACH, 
Fla.  —  Family  and  friends  of  Clea 
Billie  and  Jose  Herrera  arrived  at 
the  Pink  Shell  Resort  &  Spa  to  wit¬ 
ness  their  marriage  on  March  21. 

A  beautiful  staging 
area  was  prepared  on  the  white 
sand  beaches  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  forming  a  small  chapel 
with  a  bridal  arch  decorated  in 
flowers  and  fern-lined  walkway. 

The  resort  features  an 
undersea  atmosphere  with  huge 
fish,  underwater  coral  and  sea 
life,  an  octopus  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  seashells  seen  throughout. 

A  massive  staircase  descends 
from  the  upper  stories  of  the 
building  into  the  pool  and  beach 
area  of  the  complex. 

Escorts  seated  the 
mother  of  the  groom,  Susie 
Lindsey,  while  the  bride’s  moth¬ 
er,  Marie  Phillips,  joined  brother 
Jonah  Cypress  in  a  medley  of 
gospel  songs. 

The  bridal  party  made 
their  entrance  on  the  staircase 
beginning  with  the  three  flower 
girls,  Marley  Herrera,  Annie  Joe 
and  Dayra  Koenes.  They  wore 
white  organza  gowns  with  yel¬ 
low  and  coral  rose  petals  filling 
their  hemlines.  Garlands  of 
flowers  and  twisted  ribbons 
adorned  their  hair. 


the  best  man,  Fernando  Herrera,  and 
the  groom’s  attendants,  Randall 
Osceola,  Nick  Andrews  and  Chris 
Joel,  all  in  black  tuxedos. 

Maid  of  honor  and  sister  of 
the  bride  Cheyenne  Edwards  echoed 
the  wedding’s  colors  in  a 
Palm  Beach  coral-colored 
dress  with  a  white  shawl. 

Bride  Clea  Billie 
was  a  vision  of  loveliness 
in  a  gown  with  white  iri¬ 
descent  beads  and  sequins 
embroidered  over 
Chantilly  lace.  The  skirt 
featured  cascades  of  verti¬ 
cal  organza  ruffles.  Her 
veil  had  a  border  of  small 
pearls  and  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  pearl-beaded 
tiara.  Ricky  Doctor  bead¬ 
ed  the  handle  of  her  mag¬ 
nificent  bridal  bouquet 
especially  for  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

Clea  was  escort¬ 
ed  by  stepfather  Fred 
Phillips  down  the  length 
of  the  wooden  boardwalk 
to  her  father,  Ronnie  Billie 
Sr.  He,  in  turn,  brought  his 
daughter  down  the  aisle  to 
groom  Jose  Herrera. 

With  the  sunset 
as  a  background,  the  cou¬ 
ple  was  joined  in  holy 
matrimony  by  family 


The  bridesmaids,  Toi 
Andrews,  Rochelle  Osceola,  Cooper 
Rivers  and  Allison  Herrera,  wore 
canary  yellow  satin  gowns  and  car¬ 
ried  colorful  bouquets  of  spring 
flowers.  They  were  accompanied  by 


Judy  Weeks 

The  bride’s  mother,  Marie  Phillips,  joins  her 
brother  Jonah  Cypress  in  performing  for  the 
ceremony. 


member  Fred  Lindsey.  He  offered 
advice  about  the  responsibilities  of 
marriage,  the  joys  and  sacrifices, 
and  the  bonding  union  of  a  man  and 
woman  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

Following  a  moving  cere¬ 
mony,  ring  bearer  Tyee  Thorpe  pro¬ 
duced  the  ring  on  a  white,  yellow 
and  coral  Seminole  patchwork  pil¬ 
low,  which  the  mother  of  the  bride 
made  just  for  the  occasion.  At  the 
conclusion  of  their  vows,  the  bride 
and  groom  participated  in  a  “mixing 
of  the  sands”  ceremony  that  sym¬ 
bolized  the  two  of  them  becoming 
one. 

Trays  of  appetizers  were 
served  at  the  pool  deck.  Then  the 
wedding  party  led  their  guests  to  the 
reception  in  the  pool  pavilion,  lav¬ 
ishly  decorated  in  canary  yellow 
and  Palm  Beach  coral.  Table  center- 
pieces  included  floral  arrangements 
surrounding  sand  castles. 

A  luxurious  banquet  pre¬ 
ceded  the  traditional  toast  and  serv¬ 
ing  of  the  wedding  cake,  which  was 
decorated  with  seashells. 

The  bride  and  groom  chose 
“God  Bless  the  Broken  Road  that 
Led  Me  Straight  to  You  ”  by  Rascal 
Flats  for  their  first  dance.  As  the  sun 
sank  into  the  water  signaling  the 
end  of  another  day,  it  gave  promise 
of  a  bright  tomorrow  for  the  happy 
couple. 
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By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 


[Editor  s  Note:  Ramona  Kiyoshk  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  living  in  Jupiter,  Fla.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Ojibway  First  Nation  of  Walpole  Island, 
Ontario.  The  opinions  she  expresses  are  her  own. 
She  can  be  reached  at  ramona2kiyoshk@yahoo.ca.] 

This  book  breathes  with  its  own  energy. 
The  colors  on  the  cover  are  the  hues  of  birth,  fire, 
sky  and  water.  The 
red  Earth  is  the  moth¬ 
er  of  the  red 
people-the  Native 
Americans,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Turtle  Island. 

Red  is  also  the  color 
of  fire  and  blood. 

Blue  is  the  color  of 
water  and  the  sky. 

In  these 
poems,  the  Earth 
exudes  energy, 
strength  and  a  life 
force  that  defeat, 
oppression,  poverty 
and  humiliation  can¬ 
not  suppress  indefi¬ 
nitely.  The  Earth  is 
represented  as  a  nur¬ 
turing  mother  com¬ 
forting  her  waiting 
children.  The  blue 
water  is  the  source  of 
human  life,  and  the 
sky,  elusive  and  mys¬ 
terious,  represents  a 
distant  goal  that  we 
must  never  stop  striv¬ 
ing  to  reach. 

These  are  the 
lessons  foremost  in 
this  collection  of 
poems  that  pay  hom¬ 
age  to  the  Indian  way 
of  living  in  harmony 
with  the  natural 
world.  The  writer  is  Dan  C.  Jones,  a  Ponca  Indian. 
The  striking,  memorable  paintings  illustrating  the 
pages  are  by  Ranee  Hood,  Comanche. 

The  poems  tell  the  stories  of  native  people 
and  their  path  from  the  past  to  the  present.  Each 


poem  is  a  portrait  of  some  aspect  of  their  lives.  The 
last  poetry  book  I  reviewed  was  by  a  woman,  Sara 
Littlecrow-Russell,  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe 
how  the  same  things  are  perceived  differently  by 
each  gender.  But  the  truths  are  the  same  and  long¬ 
ings  leave  the  same  optimism  or  wistful  sadness. 
When  Littlecrow-Russell  writes  about  a 
bird,  it  is  an  owl,  soft 
in  the  night  with  a  gen¬ 
tle  call.  Jones  writes 
about  an  eagle  at  high 
noon,  with  its  strength, 
comparing  it  to  the 
male  warrior.  These 
poets  see  humor,  lone¬ 
liness,  spirituality  and 
art  through  different 
eyes. 

Jones’  collec¬ 
tion  of  poems,  a  foray 
into  the  history  of  the 
Poncas  —  with  anec¬ 
dotes  on  Native 
Americans  today, 
straddling  two  worlds 
where  values  often  col¬ 
lide  —  is  a  wild,  ener¬ 
getic  and  sometimes 
angry  ride.  Indians  are 
known  for  their  gentle 
humor  and  there  is 
plenty  in  this  book. 
They  are  also  famous 
for  subtle  wit  and  wis¬ 
dom,  and  that  prolifer¬ 
ates,  too.  Hood’s  paint¬ 
ings  are  robust, 
poignant  and  unforget¬ 
table,  a  perfect  accom¬ 
paniment. 

If  you  choose 
to  read  Blood  of  Our 
Earth:  Poetic  History 
of  the  American 
Indian,  make  sure  you  have  a  box  of  Kleenex™ 
handy.  You  will  need  it.  You  will  be  crying  from 
laughing  one  minute  and  crying  from  sadness  the 
next.  You  will  come  away  knowing  more  about 
Native  American  history. 


Title:  Blood  of  Our  Earth:  Poetic  History  of  the 
American  Indian 
By:  Dan  C.  Jones  (Ponca) 

Art  by:  Ranee  Hood  (Comanche) 
Publisher:  University  of  New  Mexico  Press, 
Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Price:  $26.95  Paperback 


To  Seal  or  Not  To  Seal 


By  Richard  Castillo 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Richard  Castillo  is  a  lawyer 
unaffiliated  with  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  He  is 
a  contributing  writer  for  The  Seminole  Tribune.  The 
opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.  You  may  contact 
him  with  any  questions  at  (954)  522-3500  or 
castillo@lawyer.  com] 

Sealing  or  expunging  a  crimi¬ 
nal  record  allows  an  individual 
to  hide  a  mistake  he  or  she 
has  made.  Florida  Statutes 
943.0585  (expunction  of 
criminal  record)  and 
943.059  (sealing  of  crimi¬ 
nal  history)  permit  per¬ 
sons  to  have  their  crimi¬ 
nal  cases  either 
destroyed,  in  the  case  of  an 
expunction,  or  hidden,  in  the 
case  of  a  sealing. 

To  have  a  case 

expunged,  the  matter  must  have 
been  dismissed  or  the  individual 
found  not  guilty.  If  either  of  these  occurred 
and  the  person  has  not  been  convicted  of  any  other 
offenses,  he  or  she  is  eligible  to  begin  the  process. 


To  have  a  case  sealed,  the  matter  must  have 
been  resolved  with  adjudication  withheld,  and  the 
penalty  must  be  completed.  If  either  of  these  occurred 
and  the  person  has  not  been  convicted 
of  any  other  offenses,  he  or  she 
is  eligible  to  seal  the  case  pro¬ 
vided  it  is  not  one  that  is 
precluded  from  such  a 
remedy. 

This  process 
takes  approximately  six 
to  eight  months  to 
accomplish.  It  costs 
approximately  $300  plus 
the  attorney’s  fee.  Certain 
jurisdictions  require  hear¬ 
ings  to  be  conducted. 

Once  the  matter  is  sealed 
or  expunged,  the  individual  can  lawful¬ 
ly  deny  or  fail  to  acknowledge  the  arrests 
covered  by  expunction  or  sealing.  There  are 
exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  they  are  severely  limited 
by  the  statute.  The  practical  effect  of  a  sealing  or 
expunction  is  that  a  background  check  for  most  pur¬ 
poses  (employment,  loan  applications,  etc.)  will  not 
disclose  the  case. 
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she  remembers  seeing  the  first  Tribal 
office  in  Hollywood  and  making  $1  an 
hour  to  start. 

Osceola  said  she  remains  grateful 
for  being  a  part  of  those  days  in  the 
Tribe’s  history.  She  said  she  is  particularly 
proud  of  the  Tribe’s  recent  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

“The  Tribe  has  really  pro¬ 
gressed,”  she  said.  “It  went  from  nothing 
to  what  it  is  today.” 

The  success  is  of  course  no  sur¬ 
prise  to  her.  However,  she  does  admit  she 


Co-worker  and  friend  Wanda  Bowers  with  Judybill 


never  thought  she  would  be 
alive  long  enough  to  see  or 
experience  it,  saying  “I  never 
thought  I  would  make  it  to  65.” 

Osceola  said  with  the  Tribe’s 
success  comes  added  responsibilities.  The 
only  thing  she  wishes  she  could  change 
regarding  today’s  society  and  the  youth 
would  be  higher  ambitions  over  the  trap¬ 
pings  of  dividends. 

“I  wish  more  of  our  kids  would 
graduate  and  go  to  college  and  come  back 
and  work  for  the  Tribe,”  she  said. 

Although 
she  was  originally 
scheduled  to  retire 
in  October  2006, 
her  last  official 
workday  was 
Dec.  28,  2006. 
Lavonne 

Kippenberger  has 
taken  over  her 
duties. 

“I  have 
learned  a  lot,” 
Judybill  Osceola 
said.  “I  have  no 
hard  feelings 
about  retiring.  As 
a  matter  of  fact. 
I’m  happy 
because  now  I  get 
to  see  my  kids 
ins  grow  up.” 


Chris  Jenkins 

A  younger  Judybill  during  the  slide  presentation 


Friends  and  family  who 
showed  their  support  expressed  then- 
thoughts  in  a  poem  and  program 
announcement  saying: 

We’d  like  to  welcome  you 
today,  to  our  fine  celebration  in 
honor  of  our  friend,  Judybill,  to  show 
our  admiration.  We’ve  gathered  here 
from  near  and  far,  her  family  and 
friends,  to  demonstrate  our  deep 
respect.  I’m  glad  you  could  attend. 
She’s  strong  and  focused,  smart  and 
friendly,  but  also  known  for  sharing. 
She’s  a  dedicated  professional,  she’s 
loyal,  kind  and  caring.  Co-workers, 
too,  looked  up  to  her  as  someone  in 
the  know.  They  saw  her  passion,  her 
results,  how  much  she  had  to  show. 
Judybill  is  great  in  all  these  ways  but 
possibly  most  known  throughout  all 
our  good  and  bad  days,  is  when  her 
real  spirit  shone!  She’s  done  her  best 
for  33  years,  been  a  wonderful 
employee.  But  more  than  that, 
Judybill’s  become  a  member  of  our 
family.  Although  we’re  sad  to  see  her 
go  to  her  new  life  of  leisure,  we  wish 
her  all  the  best,  and  know  that  she 
deserves  the  pleasure.  In  every  way, 
Judybill,  for  all  the  years  and  every¬ 
thing  you’ve  done! ! 


Sweet  Farewell  After  33  Years  on  the  Job 


Judybill  Osceola  Retires  from  Tribal  Secretary’s  Office 


If  you  are  in  TROUBLE, 

Call: 

OUT  OF  TROUBLE  BAIL  BOND 

Bail  Agent:  Greg  James 

Office:  (863)  763-8955 
Cell:  (863)  801-1344 

Available  24  Hours 

Serving  Broward,  Glades,  Hendry,  Highlands, 
Indian  River,  Okeechobee  &  Martin  Counties. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Thirty-three 
years  of  service  deserve  a  party.  For 
Judybill  Osceola,  Otter  clan,  the  time  to 
say  goodbye  to  her  Tribal  enrollment 
administrator  position  in  the  Tribal 
Secretary’s  office  had  come. 

Friends,  co-workers,  family 
members  and  others  gathered  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  March  20  to  offi¬ 
cially  say  their  goodbyes  to  Osceola  as 
she  began  her  retirement.  After  many 
years  of  service  with  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida,  her  loyalties  were  rewarded 
with  a  special  gathering  and  program. 

The  evening  was  emceed  by 
Tribal  citizen  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper 
Jr.  The  Rev.  Paul  Buster  gave  an  invoca¬ 
tion,  which  was  followed  by  dinner. 

Next  were  words  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  praise  from  a  host  of  friends  and 
co-workers  including  Hollywood  Board 
Representative  Gloria  Wilson,  Trail 
Liaison  William  Osceola,  Fort  Pierce 
Liaison  S.R.  Tommie,  Tribal  citizen  Paul 
Bowers  Sr.,  President  Moses  Osceola  and 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress. 

There  was  also  a  special  slide- 
show  presentation  on  her  life,  along  with 
entertainment  from  a  Patsy  Cline  imper¬ 
sonator.  Ending  the  evening  was  an  open 
mic  session  for  comments  or  thoughts  as 
well  as  a  few  final  thoughts  from  Judybill 
Osceola  herself. 

She  said  although  she  was  still 
healthy  at  66  years  young,  it  was  time  to 
move  on  and  retire. 


Friends  Nancy  Conklin  (Ludington)  (L) 
Judybill  Osceola 


“Because  I’ve  been 
praying  a  lot  about  it,  I  felt  I 
had  to  ask  the  Lord  about  it 
and  he  wanted  me  to;  to  help 
out  more  in  the  church  and 
with  the  children,”  Osceola 
said. 

She  said  her  three 
boys  are  her  central  focus 
now,  as  well  as  serving  as  a 
Sunday  school  teacher  at  her 
local  church. 

“The  Lord  has  put  it 
in  my  heart  to  do  more,”  she 
explained. 

According  to 
Osceola,  the  times  have 
changed  and  progressed  a  lot 
for  her  and  the  Tribe  in  all  her 
years  of  work.  As  a  former 
cheerleader,  now  mother  of 
five  —  two  biological,  three 
adopted  —  she  said  she  has 
seen  and  experienced  a  great 
deal.  She  says  she  remembers 
the  times  when  Tribal  citizens 
sang  for  money  for  tourists  on  Chairman 
the  Jungle  Queen  in  Fort  Judybill 

Lauderdale,  or  when  selling 
arts  and  crafts,  not  gaming, 
was  the  Tribe’s  primary  source  of  income. 

Osceola  also  recalled  taking  long 
road  trips  with  her  father,  Bill  Osceola. 

The  two  solicited  signatures  in  Fort 
Pierce,  Brighton,  Okeechobee,  Big 
Cypress  and  other  areas  in  an  effort  to 
assist  the  Tribe’s  establishment.  She  said 


Chris  Jenkins 

and  Angela  Hoffer  (Lombardi)  (R),  with 


Chris  Jenkins 

Mitchell  Cypress  (L)  and  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  (R)  with 


tORAVS^. 

ILLYWOOD. 


tiou  rmer  Gift  lijskete 
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Your  Area's  #1  Gift  Basket  And 
Floral  Connection  Since  1993 


Gourmet  And  Specialty  Gifts 

GOURMET  DELIGHTS,,. GOURMET  BASKETS  AND  GOODIES 

f  LOCAL  EXPRESSIONS . . . FRESH  FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE . — . . . . BODY  CAM  PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS  MOMENT . BABY  AND  MOM  PRODUCTS 

WITH  SYMPATHY™.— _ - _ FLORAL )  GOUILMEI 

MOVING  IN . . . WlLCOME  GUTS 

YOUR  BUSINESS  JMACf . . . . . .CORPORATE  GUTS 


l.dcnl  Delivery  Id 
Uruwnrd  &  I  Lull.:  County 
Wirt  Scrvite.  We  Ship  Anywhere  In  The  USA 
Ld*t  Minuie  Ortleft,  All  Mjpuf  Credit  Girds 


954-921-6200 

230  N.  Dixie  Hwyr  Bay  22 
Hollywood,,  FI. 
www .  hoorayis  front  hn  II  y  wood  .com 
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Emma  Brown 

Keli  Chapman  (R)  of  The  Healthy  Start  Coalition  assists  with  a 
group  project. 


Brighton 
Students  Receive 
Life  Skills  101 

By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Brighton  Education 
Department  has  teamed  up  with  The  Healthy  Start 
Coalition  to  present  Brighton’s  middle  school  and  high 
school  students  with  a  four-part  series  on  life  skills. 

The  topics  so  far  have  included  developing 
healthy  relationships,  resolving  conflicts  with  parents, 
teachers  and  peers,  goal  setting,  the  importance  of 
school,  decision  making  and  the  consequences  of  choic¬ 
es.  Future  topics  include  making  healthy  choices,  sexual 
relationships,  finances  and  planning. 

The  presentations  include  upbeat,  fast-paced 
videos,  individual  feedback  and  group  exercises.  Student 
response  has  been  very  favorable  and  the  students  have 
engaged  enthusiastically  during  the  group  exercises. 

The  Education  Department  hopes  to  reach  stu¬ 
dents  through  real  life  interaction  about  real  life  situa¬ 
tions  and  educate  them  about  how  to  be  positive  peers 
and  role  models  in  their  community. 


Emma  Brown 

(L-R)  Janet  Smith,  Marcus  Robinson  and  Erena  Billie  collabo- 
rate  on  their  project. 


Kassandra  Baker  (L)  goes  over  her  work  with  Keli  Chapman. 


Janae  Braswell  (L)  and  Kristina  Osceola  (R)  finish  u 
their  assignment  during  the  workshop. 


GET  THE  LOOK  ! 

JR  5EAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 

★  GO  WHERE  THE  STARS  SHOP  AND  -X- 
GET  TREATED  LIKE  A  STAR  !■!  ^ 


LIFT  KITS  LOWERING  KITS  13"  -  26"  CUSTOM  WHEELS  AIRAIO  l  SUPERCHIPS 


A  LTDIOVOX  DVDiVCPTUHEH  FI  BE  RG  LA  SS  TO  N  N  0  hS  ERU  SHG  UA-Ft  DS.'N  ERF  BARS 

M-F  9am  -  6pm  I  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  i  SAT  9am  -  3pm 

4721  RAVENSWOOD  RD  /  FT  LAUDER  DALET  FL  33312 

<954)  981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981-3401 


Criminal  Defense 


606  WEST  SUGARLAND  HWY. 
Clewiston.  Florida 


The  Law  Office  of 

JOSEPH  "JODY”  M.  HENDRY,  II 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 


Library  Receives  Valuable 
Native  American  Collection 


Submitted  by  John  Frasier,  Director,  Community 
Library  Program 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Tom  Anderson,  known 
by  some  Tribal  citizens  as  “Lobster”  and  “Tommy 
White  Door,”  recently  donated  his  valuable  collection 
of  Native  American  books,  magazines  and  videocas¬ 
settes  to  Big  Cypress’s 
Willie  Frank  Library. 

The  library  wel¬ 
comes  all  of  these  gifts. 

Some  of  the  dozens  of 
books  and  magazines  are 
irreplaceable  because  they 
are  long  out  of  print.  The 
books  include  a  complete 
set  of  Time-Life’s  The 
American  Indians. 

The  videocas¬ 
settes  include  the  complete 
CBS  television  documen¬ 
tary  series  500  Nations, 
for  which  Anderson’s 
friend  Lee  Miller  wrote 
and  directed  research.  He 
also  donated  autographed 
copies  of  Miller’s  books 
From  the  Heart:  Voices  of 
the  American  Indian  and 
Roanoke. 


Of  Kaw  heritage  and  founder  of  the  Native 
Learning  Foundation,  Miller  also  was  a  consultant  for 
the  BBC  television  series  Land  of  the  Eagle. 

Anderson  says  he  is  offering  these  gifts  for 
the  benefit  of  present  and  future  Tribal  citizens,  to 
show  his  lifelong,  deep  feelings  of  respect  for  all 

Tribal  cultures  and  to  pre¬ 
serve  items  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  might  be  dispersed 
if  something  happened  to 
him.  He  also  said  he 
wanted  to  honor  his 
friendships  with  Seminole 
and  Miccosukee  Tribal 
citizens  he  has  lived  with 
for  years  and  visited  with 
for  decades. 

Anderson  said  he 
also  believes  some  Tribal 
citizens  would  want  to 
know  that  as  a  charter 
member  of  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  he  has  placed  the 
name  of  his  late,  beloved 
Bonnie  Billie  on  the 
museum’s  Honor  Wall  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


While  Tom  Anderson  and  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  shake  hands,  the  chairman  holds  a  copy  of 
Wisdom ’s  Daughters,  a  book  featuring  Seminole 
citizens  Susie  Billie,  Agnes  Cypress  and  Jeanette 
Cypress,  which  Anderson  donated  to  the  library. 
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Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Raysa  De  La  Paz,  Cindy  Hughes,  Director  of  the  Florida  Partnership  of  the 
College  Board  Jesus  Jara,  Tina  Krzeminski  and  Higher  Education  Adviser  Linda 
Bey 

Educators  Prepare  Students  for  SATs 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

“Destination  College”  was  the  title  of  a 
program  presented  March  20  at  Tribal 
headquarters  by  Jesus  Jara,  director  of 
the  Florida  Partnership  of  the  College 
Board  in  Tallahassee. 

Introduced  by  Higher  Education 
Adviser  Linda  Iley,  Jara  spoke  extensive¬ 
ly  about  the  importance  of  preparing  for 
the  Scholastic  Achievement  Test  (SAT). 
This  test  is  used  throughout  the  United 
States  by  educators  and  college  admis¬ 
sion  boards  for  measuring  academic 
skills  in  writing,  math  and  critical  read¬ 
ing.  Scores  are  used  in  conjunction  with 
grades  to  help  determine  a  student’s 
level  of  achievement  when  considered 
for  college  admission. 

Jara  discussed  how  the  test  has 
changed  since  2005.  It  now  includes  a 
written  exam  comprised  of  essay  writing 


Changes  to  the  SAT  Since  2005 
Writing 

A  new  writing  section  has 
been  added  to  the  test.  Students  are 
asked  to  write  an  essay  that  requires 
them  to  take  a  position  on  an  issue 
and  use  reasoning  and  examples  to 
support  then  position. 

The  essay  is  similar  to  the 
type  of  writing  required  on  in-class 
college  essay  exams. 

Multiple  choice  questions 
measure  a  student’s  ability  to  identify 
sentence  errors,  improve  sentences 
and  improve  paragraphs. 

Math 

The  new  math  section 
includes  topics  from  third-year  col¬ 
lege  preparatory  math,  such  as  expo¬ 
nential  growth,  absolute  value,  func¬ 
tional  notation  and  negative  and  frac¬ 
tional  exponents. 

Quantitative  comparisons 
have  been  eliminated. 

Critical  Reading 

The  critical  reading  section, 
previously  known  as  the  verbal  sec¬ 
tion,  includes  short  and  long  reading 
passages. 

Analogies  have  been  elimi¬ 
nated,  but  sentence  completion  ques¬ 
tions  remain. 

Total  Testing  Time 

Three  hours  and  45  minutes, 
including  an  unscored  25-minute 
variable  section.  This  helps  in  the 
development  of  future  test  questions. 


and  multiple  choice  questions.  He  said 
this  gives  college  admission  boards  a 
greater  understanding  of  the  student’s 
ability  to  succeed  in  college  curricula, 
especially  in  the  area  of  writing. 

Jara  also  gave  several  pointers 
for  college  success.  He  stressed  that  the 
higher  an  individual’s  level  of  education, 
the  higher  his  or  her  income. 

“If  you  graduate  with  a  high 
school  diploma,  you  will  make  at  least 
$2,000  more  a  year  than  someone  who 


Felix  Do  Bos; 

Jesus  Jara  gives  SAT  test  tips. 


doesn’t  finish  high  school,”  he  said.  “An 
associate’s  degree  will  earn  $6,000  more 
and  a  bachelor’s  degree  $20,000  more 
than  a  student  that  doesn’t  finish  their 
college  or  their  high  school  career.” 

He  urged  parents  and  family 
members  to  get  involved  now  and  to 
help  their  children  prepare  for  higher 
education. 

“We  have  to  continue  to  push 
our  kids  to  achieve  success,”  he  said. 

The  College  Board  is  a  nonprof¬ 
it,  membership-based  organization,  com¬ 
prised  of  members  representing  all 
school  districts.  The  organization  is 
“dedicated  to  excellence  of  all  students 
in  all  public  schools,”  according  to  Jara. 

“We  work  and  develop  pro¬ 
grams  that  get  students  ready  for  college 
—  the  PSAT,  the  SAT,”  he  said.  “We 
provide  student  support  with  financial 
aid  tools,  guidance  assessments  and 
teaching  and  learning  aids  for  our  teach- 
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Seminole  Officials  ‘Wow’ Agricultural  Tour  Group 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  A  sellout  agri¬ 
cultural  tour  on  March  21  offered  partici¬ 
pants  an  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 
Seminole  Tribe’s  history  and  culture  as 
well  as  its  farming  and  cattle  enterprises. 

The  Collier  County  office  of  the 


“For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
nation,  this  past  year  our  country  imported 
more  agricultural  products  than  it  exported. 
It  is  important  to  realize  that  you  can  have 
all  the  money  and  power  in  the  world,  but 
without  agriculture  it  means  nothing 
because  you  cannot  survive. 


“During  the  time  I  spent  on  the 
Intertribal  Agricultural  Council,  I  traveled 
to  several  other  countries,”  he  continued. 
“As  a  nation,  I  quickly  discovered  that  we 
have  the  highest  standards  of  safety  in  food 
production  and  processing  in  the  world.” 

He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
Seminole  Tribe  is  No.  7  in  the  nation  in 
cattle  production  with  more  than  10,000 
head  of  prime  cattle.  Herds  have  been 
established  by  trial  and  error  to  meet  con¬ 
sumers’  demands  for  a  more  tender,  less 
fat  source  of  protein.  Seminoles  now  raise 
the  Brangus  breed  of  cattle  using  approved 
vaccines,  wormers  and  feed  sources  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  highest  quality  beef  possible. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  told 
the  group,  “We  are  here  today  to  give  you 
information  about  agriculture,  but  my  col¬ 
leagues  have  done  an  excellent  job  in  this 
capacity.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  broaden  your  views  on 
the  Seminole  Tribe,  its  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  sources  of  revenue  and  programs  for 
education,  health  and  welfare.  Too  often 
we  are  associated  solely  with  gambling 
casinos  and  bingo.  We  are  so  much  more 

Later,  a  crowd  gathered  around 
the  three  Seminole  speakers,  bombarding 
them  with  questions  and  requests  for  pho¬ 
tos  and  autographs.  This  group  of  retired 
professionals  represented  many  fields 
including  law,  medicine,  accounting,  man¬ 
ufacturing,  real  estate  development,  insur¬ 
ance  and  major  industries.  They  were  very 
surprised  to  learn  that  Seminoles  pay  taxes 
and  that  gaming  revenues  are  used  for  pro¬ 
grams  that  benefit  not  only  Tribal  citizens, 
but  also  employees  and  the  communities 
where  they  live.  Cypress  stressed  that  even 
Tribal  citizens’  dividends  trickle  back  into 
the  local  economy.  There  are  untold  bene¬ 
fits  from  operating  a  business  near  the 


University  of  Florida  Institute  of  Food  and 
Agricultural  Science  (IFAS)  orchestrated 
the  well-attended  bus  tour.  Four  charter 
buses  carried  approximately  235  retired 
professionals  from  the  Gold  Coast  of 
Naples  to  Immokalee. 

The  daylong  tour  began  at 
Davenport  Nursery,  a  large  grower  of  com¬ 
mercial  ornamental  and  landscape  plants.  It 
continued  on  to  Jack  and  Ann’s  Feed 
Supply,  the  Creel  Tractor  Exhibit,  Lake 
Trafford,  Roberts  Ranch,  Tomato  Man 
Packing  House  and  the  Silver  Strand  Citrus 
Grove. 

IFAS  Collier  County  Extension 
Director  Robert  Halman  organized  the 
day’s  activities,  which  included  a  barbecue 
lunch  at  Roberts  Ranch. 

The  first  speaker  to  address  the 
group  was  Lee  Mitchell,  director  of  the 
Roberts  Ranch  Museum.  Mitchell  gave  a 
brief  history  of  this  pioneer  family’s  origin 
and  efforts  to  build  one  of  the  first  and 
largest  cattle  companies  in  the  Immokalee 
area.  Over  the  years,  the  Roberts  family 
became  important  figures  in  business  and 
community  life,  eventually  donating  their 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Hendry  County  Commissioner  Bill  Maddox,  Richard  Bowers,  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Linda  Tommie/Bowers  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  gather  beneath  the  oak  trees 
before  speaking  to  the  tour  group. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  IFAS  Extension  Director  Robert  Halman,  Paul  Bowers  Sr.,  Hendry  County 
Commissioner  Bill  Maddox,  Regional  Agricultural  Specialist  Gene  McAvoy, 

Roberts  Ranch  Museum  Director  Lee  Mitchell  and  Richard  Bowers  before  the  tour 


Tribal  ventures,  he  said. 

Hendry  County  Commissioner 
Bill  Maddox  praised  the  Seminole  offi¬ 
cials. 

“Mitchell  Cypress,  Paul  Bowers 
Sr.  and  Richard  Bowers  are  bridge  builders 
of  the  highest  degree,”  Maddox  said. 

“They  have  come  here  today  and  repre¬ 
sented  the  Seminole  Tribe,  the  American 
cattlemen  and  farmers  in  a  way  that  has 
enlightened  everyone.” 

Rege  Malone  of  the  Collier 
County  Master  Gardeners  at  the  Extension 
Office  remarked,  “The  group  on  today’s 
tour  were  wowed  by  the  Seminole  Tribe.  I 
have  never  seen  such  a  favorable  reaction 
in  my  life.” 

Linda  Hetrick,  administrative  sec¬ 
retary  at  the  University  of  Florida 
Extension  Service,  said,  “The  Seminole 
Tribe  can  be  very  proud  of  the  high  caliber 
of  men  they  have  elected  to  represent 
them.  These  gentlemen  are  very  articulate 
and  well-versed  in  the  subjects  about 
which  they  speak.  ...  I  sincerely  hope  that 
we  will  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  them 
return  and  educate  our  future  audiences.” 


initial  homestead  and  a  few  surrounding 
acres  as  a  museum  to  Collier  County. 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative 
Paul  Bowers  Sr.  gave  a  comprehensive 
presentation  about  the  Seminole  Tribe’s 
history  in  agriculture  and  the  cattle  indus¬ 
try.  He  spoke  of  his  distant  ancestors  as 
well  as  his  grandparents,  Wilson  and  Ruby 
Cypress,  who  hved  and  worked  in  the 
Immokalee  and  Big  Cypress  vicinity  in  the 
1900s. 

Toiling  as  a  hunting  guide,  a  cattle 
worker  and  a  farmer,  Wilson  Cypress  sus¬ 
tained  his  family  almost  entirely  off  the 
land,  Paul  Bowers  said. 

He  also  spoke  of  his  own  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  cattle  industry,  the  U.S. 

Marine  Corps  and  as  pageboy  at  the 
Florida  Capitol  in  Tallahassee.  He  said  he 
worked  in  cattle  from  the  ground  up,  even¬ 
tually  acquiring  his  own  herd.  As  an  elect¬ 
ed  official  of  the  Tribe,  he  is  in  charge  of 
its  agricultural  endeavors  at  the  Big 
Cypress  reservation  which  include  cattle, 
citrus,  produce  and  mining. 

Richard  Bowers,  assistant  director 
of  natural  resources  at  Big  Cypress,  picked 
up  where  Paul  Bowers  left  off.  He 
explained  how  the  three  Seminole  Wars 
were  fought  over  the  competition  for  the 
Seminoles’  prime  cattle  pasture  land  as 
they  were  forced  slowly  southward  on  the 
Florida  peninsula. 

“Agriculture  means  survival  and 
the  lands  set  aside  for  this  use  across  the 
United  States  are  diminishing,”  he  said. 


Judy  Weeks 

Tour  group  members  enjoy  a  luncheon  of  local  agricultural  products. 
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For  the  Best 

Deal  in  Town 
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Call 

Hector  Isabel 
593-2586 


❖  Seminole  /  Miccosukee  Special  ❖ 
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MORE  THAN  200  USED  CARS  IN  INVENTORY  INCLUDING  THE  HARD-TO-FIND  F350’S! 
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Free  27  Pt.  Inspection  with  any  service!  A  $39.95  Value! 

{ask  for  details) 

*  Friendly  ft  Professional  service  *  Weekday  ft  Saturday  hours 

-  Factory  Certified  ASE  Trained  Technicians  *  Ford  Quality  Parts 

*  12  month  Warranty  on  all  Parts  ft  Labor  *  Courtesy  Shuttle  Hours 

*  Convenient  Location 


jpt- 

8655  Pines  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida  33024 


(954)  443-7000 

Buy  Online  At:  www.worldfordpines.com! 


Wf+ 


Sales  Hours:  Mon. -Sal.  Oam-Spm,  Sun.  11nm-7pm  ■  Service  Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  7nm-7pm,  Sot.  7am-4pm 
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Health  Comer  *  C  hah -nee-ken  chao-ke  **  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day 
To  Become  an  Annual  Event 


New  Tribal  Citizen  Health  Plan 
Cards,  Revised  Health  Plan  Books 


Submitted  by  the  Indian  Health  Service 

[Editor’s  Note:  Charles  W.  Grim,  D.D.S.,  is  a 
member  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  As  the 
director  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS),  he  is  an 
assistant  surgeon  general  and  holds  the  rank  of  rear 
admiral  in  the  Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public 
Health  Service.  He  was  appointed  as  the  interim 
director  in  2002,  and  was  sworn  in  by  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Services  in  2003.  As  the  princi¬ 
pal  federal  health  care  provider  and  health  advocate 
for  Indian  people,  the  IHS  is  responsible  for  providing 
preventive,  curative  and  community  health  care  to 
approximately  1.9  million  of  the  nation’s  3.3  million 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives.  Dr.  Grim  made 
the  following  remarks  last  month  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  National  Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day. 
The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.] 

March  21,  2007,  marks  the  first  National 
Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day.  On  this  ground¬ 
breaking  day,  we  acknowledge  all  those  working  to 
stop  the  spread  of  HIV/AIDS.  We  also  pause  to 
acknowledge  the  challenges,  strength  and  advocacy  of 
those  living  with  HIV/AIDS. 

This  important  day,  which  will  become  an 
annual  event,  is  an  opportunity  to  avoid  complacency, 
open  discussion,  and  increase  awareness  of  the  impact 
of  HIV/AIDS  on  American  Indians,  Alaska  Natives 
and  Native  Hawaiians. 

Native  communities  selected  March  21  to 
commemorate  National  Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness 
Day  because  it  marks  the  start  of  spring,  a  time  of 
renewal.  Now  is  the  time  for  change. 

More  than  a  million  Americans  are  living 
with  HIV  and  at  least  40,000  new  infections  occur 
annually.  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  repre¬ 
sent  approximately  1  percent  of  the  U.S.  population 
and  account  for  the  third  highest  rate  of  AIDS  diag¬ 
noses  of  all  races  in  the  United  States. 

Stigma,  silence  and  behavior  are  fueling  this 
epidemic.  Although  these  are  sensitive  issues,  we  must 
begin  to  talk  openly  and  honestly  about  HIV/AIDS  in 
our  communities.  I  encourage  everyone  to  engage  in 


discussion  with  family,  friends,  colleagues  and  neigh¬ 
bors  about  HIV/AIDS  within  the  context  of  our  cul¬ 
ture. 

Every  time  we  discuss  HIV,  we  lessen  the 
fear,  decrease  the  stigma  and  eliminate  the  silence.  We 
then  have  the  opportunity  to  encourage  others  to  pro¬ 
tect  themselves,  know  their  status,  and  promote  a 
healthier  community. 

HIV  screening  is  another  important  tool  we 
have  in  the  fight  against  HIV.  Nearly  one  in  four  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  HIV  in  the  U.S.  do  not  know  they  are 
infected  with  it.  The  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention  recently  released  new  HIV  testing  recom¬ 
mendations  that  call  for  routine  voluntary  screening  in 
health  care  settings  for  every  person  between  the  ages 
of  13  and  64.  When  people  know  their  status,  they  can 
change  risk  behaviors,  benefit  from  earlier  access  to 
life-extending  treatment  and  reduce  transmission. 

In  honor  of  National  Native  HIV/AIDS 
Awareness  Day,  I  encourage  all  native  people  to  be 
screened  for  HIV  and  to  know  their  status.  ...  It  is 
necessary  that  each  and  every  one  of  us  play  a  role  as 
an  advocate,  champion,  facilitator  or  provider  of  pre¬ 
vention,  education  and  care. 

In  observance  of  the  first  National  Native 
HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day,  events  including  free 
HIV/AIDS  screening,  talking  circles,  pow-wows, 
walks,  town  hall  meetings  and  memorial  services  took 
place  throughout  the  country.  The  theme  of  this  year’s 
National  Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day  was  “A 
Celebration  of  Life  . . .  Protecting  Our  Future, 
Protecting  Our  People!” 

To  listen  to  Dr.  Grim’s  public  service 
announcements  about  the  first  National  Native 
HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day,  please  visit 
www.omhrc.gov/hivaidsobservances/nnaad/materialsh 
tml. 

To  locate  a  testing  site,  please  visit 
www.hivtest.org.  For  more  information  on  National 
Native  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day,  please  visit 
www.aids.gov. 


Are  You  At  Risk  for  STDs? 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases  or  STDs  are  a 
group  of  more  than  20  diseases  that  can  be  passed 
from  one  person  to  another  through  sexual  intercourse. 
Some  common  STDs  include  herpes,  HPV  (genital 
warts),  chlamydia,  gonorrhea,  syphilis,  hepatitis  B  and 
HIV  (the  virus  that  causes  AIDS). 

Untreated  STDs  can  cause  serious  health 
problems  including  cervical  cancer,  liver  damage, 
brain  damage  and  the  inability  to  have  children.  All  of 
these  diseases  are  passed  on  by  having  unprotected 
sex  —  any  kind  of  sex  —  with  someone  who  is  infect¬ 
ed.  You  cannot  tell  if  someone  is  infected  by  looking 
at  him  or  her!  Remember,  STDs  including  HIV  are 
passed  on  by  having  unprotected  sex. 

Ask  yourself:  Do  you  use  condoms  every 
time  you  have  intercourse?  Have  you  ever  had  unpro¬ 
tected  sex?  Have  you  ever  had  sex  while  drunk  or 
high?  Have  you  ever  had  sex  with  a  partner  who  used 
IV  drugs  (drugs  that  are  injected  into  the  body  using  a 
syringe)?  Have  you  ever  used  IV  drugs?  Have  you 
ever  had  unprotected  sex  with  someone  whose  STD 
status  you  did  not  know?  Have  you  ever  had  sex  with 
a  partner  who  has  had  sex  with  more  than  one  person? 
Have  you  had  sex  with  more  than  one  person  in  the 
last  three  months? 

STDs  can  be  prevented.  Abstinence  is  the 
best  way  to  protect  yourself  from  all  STDs.  If  you  do 
contract  an  STD,  however,  there  are  many  treatment 
options.  Some  STDs  can  be  cured  or  managed  with 


ongoing  treatment.  A  person  can  have  an  STD  without 
having  any  symptoms.  If  you  do  have  symptoms,  they 
may  include  genital  discharge  or  itching,  pain  or  burn¬ 
ing  when  urinating,  sores  or  bumps,  warts  or  blisters 
on  genitals,  pain  in  the  lower  abdomen  and  pain  when 
having  sex. 

To  protect  yourself  from  STDs,  you  need  to 
make  good,  informed  decisions  about  sex.  Alcohol  and 
other  drugs  can  keep  you  from  making  good  choices. 
Being  drunk  or  high  changes  how  you  think  and  feel 
—  you  may  take  chances  you  normally  wouldn’t  take. 
Sharing  needles  for  drugs,  steroids,  tattoos  or  body 
piercing  can  also  put  you  at  risk  for  some  STDs. 

Remember,  abstinence  is  the  best  way  to  pro¬ 
tect  yourself  against  STDs.  However,  if  you  are  sexu¬ 
ally  active,  always  protect  yourself  by  using  a  con¬ 
dom.  Learning  as  much  as  you  can  about  STDs  before 
you  decide  to  have  sex  will  help  you  to  make  a  better 
decision  —  which  could  be  not  to  have  sex.  Respect 
yourself  and  your  body  and  show  your  partner  you 
expect  him  or  her  to  do  the  same.  Don’t  do  anything 
that  makes  you  feel  uncomfortable. 

Take  responsibility  for  your  own  health.  If 
you  decide  to  have  sexual  relations,  make  sure  to  prac¬ 
tice  safer  sex.  If  you  think  you  have  symptoms,  see 
your  health  care  provider  immediately.  Get  checked 
and  get  treatment  early  —  it  can  make  all  the  differ¬ 
ence.  For  more  information,  contact  your  reservation’s 
health  educator. 


The  Water  Resource 
Management  Department 
Presents 


{Eartfi  (Day  in  'My  ffivcbyard 

Come  learn  about  water  resources  vegetation 
and  wildlife  right  here  on  Big  Cypress 
Reservation!  Hands  cm  activities,  wildlife 
demonstrations  and  games  for  all  age*. 
Celebrated  on  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation 
on  April  20,  2007  9  am  to  5  pm 
At  the  parking  lot  across  From  the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum 


Submitted  by  Connie  Whidden,  Health  Department 
Director 

In  mid- April  the  Health  Department  will  be 
mailing  new  Health  Plan  cards  and  revised  Health 
Plan  books  to  Tribal  citizens.  The  new  card  and  plan 
book  will  be  effective  May  1. 

New  Member  Health  Plan  Card 

When  you  receive  your  new  Health  Plan 
card,  please  review  your  name  on  your  card  to  ensure 
that  it  is  correct.  Begin  using  your  new  card  on  May  1 
and  destroy 
your  old  Health 
Plan  card. 
Please  make 
sure  to  present 
your  new 
Health  Plan 
card  to  all  med¬ 
ical,  dental  and 
pharmacy 
providers  prior 
to  receiving 
services. 

In 

addition,  please 
note  that  your 
Social  Security 
number  will  no 
longer  be  print¬ 
ed  on  your 

Health  Plan  card,  nor  will  it  be  used  as  your  member 
identification  number.  It  will  be  replaced  by  a  unique 
computer-assigned  identification  number  that  will  be 
given  to  you  and  your 
dependents,  if  applicable. 

This  change  was  made  to 
protect  your  privacy  and 
security  and  to  provide 
protection  against  identity 
theft. 

It  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  that  you  begin  using 
your  new  card  and  refer¬ 
ring  to  your  new  member 
identification  number  as 
of  May  1  when  obtaining 
services  from  pharmacy, 
medical  and  dental 
providers. 

Revised 

Member  Health  Plan 
Book 

The  changes  to 
your  Health  Plan  book 
will  also  take  effect  May 
1 .  Please  review  the 
Health  Plan  book  so  that 
you  will  be  famihar  with  the  plan  benefits,  limitations 
and  exclusion.  Some  of  the  revisions  are  highlighted 
below: 

Chiropractic,  acupuncture  and  massage  thera¬ 
py  benefit  was  revised  to  clarify  that  the  initial  visit 
for  chiropractic  care  is  covered  at  $175  maximum  to 


include  X-rays.  Also  covered  are  17  combined  chiro¬ 
practic,  acupuncture  and  massage  therapy  follow-up 
visits  per  calendar  year,  with  $75  maximum  per  visit. 
Acupuncture  and  massage  therapy  require  a  physi¬ 
cian’s  prescription. 


Physical,  speech  and  occupational  therapies 
are  covered  at  100  percent  and  are  now  limited  to  75 
combined  visits  per  calendar  year. 

Coverage  for  smoking  cessation  prescription 
medications  was  added  at  a  maximum  of  $500  per  cal¬ 
endar  year. 

Benefits  for  surgical  insertion  or  removal  of 
dental  implant(s)  to  replace  a  tooth/teeth  that  was 
extracted  while  the  person  was  covered  for  these  bene¬ 
fits  under  this  plan  was  increased  to  100  percent  sub¬ 
ject  to  treatment  plan  review  by  the  dental  program 
manager  and  approval  by  the  health  director. 

Coverage  for  eye  surgery  to  correct  refractive 
error  was  added  when  the  patient  meets  Health 
Department  criteria  and  is  approved  by  the  chief  med¬ 
ical  officer  and  the  health  director. 

Orthodontia  benefit  was  increased  to  $6,000 
lifetime  maximum  per  person. 

Oral  Health  Risk  Assessment  and 
Examination  was  added,  limited  to  one  exam  per 
three-month  period  per  covered  member  under  age  3. 

New  Prescription  Benefits  Information 

Effective  May  1,  we  will  no  longer  be  using 
Pharmacy  Services  Group  (PSG)  as  the  Pharmacy 
Benefits  Manager.  We  will  be  switching  to  National 
Medical  Health  Card  Systems,  Inc.  (NMHC).  NMHC 
offers  more  benefits  to  you  such  as  mail  order  pre¬ 
scription  services  and  other  online  services. 

This  change  should  not  affect  your  ability  to 
obtain  prescription  medications  as  you  normally 
would  since  the  pharmacies  that  you  currently  utilize 
should  also  be  in  the  pharmacy  network  of  NMHC. 

We  encourage  you  to  utilize  the  Seminole 


Pharmacy  located  on  the  Hollywood  reservation,  and 
for  your  convenience,  we  added  the  pharmacy’s  tele¬ 
phone  number  to  the  back  of  your  Health  Plan  card. 
The  pharmacy  is  open  Monday  through  Friday,  9  a.m.- 
6  p.m. 

You  can  obtain  prescriptions  from  the 

Seminole  Pharmacy  in 
several  ways: 

Drop-off  and/or 
pick-up  prescriptions 
directly  at  the  pharmacy. 

Receive  pre¬ 
scriptions  at  your  home 
using  the  mail  order  serv¬ 
ice  if  you  reside  out  of 
the  area. 

Order  and  pick 
up  prescriptions  through 
the  Seminole  Clinic. 
Orders  are  delivered  to 
each  reservation  daily 
from  the  pharmacy. 

Please  contact 
the  Seminole  Pharmacy 
at  (866)  961-7210  or  one 
of  the  Seminole  Clinics 
for  more  information  on 
prescription  services. 

Please  be  look¬ 
ing  to  receive  your  new  card  and  Health  Plan  book  in 
the  mail  before  the  end  of  April.  If  you  do  not  receive 
these  documents  or  if  you  have  questions,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  patient  services  coordinator  at  one  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Health  Clinics  listed. 


Hollywood  Health  Clinic 

Karen  Lee 
(954)  962-2009 

Big  Cypress  Health  Clinic 

Wendy  Long 
(863)  983-5151 

Brighton  Health  Clinic  & 

Tampa  &  Fort  Pierce  Area 

Gail  McClenithan 
(863)  763-0271 

Immokalee  Health  Clinic 

Jarixsa  Yslas 
(239)  867-3400 
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The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  My  understanding  is  that  angina  is  not 
as  serious  as  heart  disease.  Is  this  true? 

A:  Angina  pectoris-or  simply  angina-is 
the  medical  term  for  chest  pain  or  discomfort 
caused  by  coronary  heart  disease.  Angina  is  a  sign 
that  someone  is  at  increased  risk  of  heart  attack, 
cardiac  arrest  and  sudden  cardiac  death.  If  you  get 
angina,  you  should  get  medical  attention  immedi¬ 
ately. 

Angina  (pronounced  “an-JI-nuh”  or  “AN- 
juh-nuh”)  hits  when  the  heart  doesn’t  get  enough 
blood.  This  usually  occurs  when  there  is  a  narrow¬ 
ing  or  blockage  in  one  or  more  of  the  vessels  that 
supply  blood  to  the  heart. 

Angina  can  come  from  exertion.  It  may 
make  you  sweat  or  lose  your  breath.  The  pain  can 
strike  your  arm  or  neck,  too. 

“Stable  angina”  comes  on  with  exertion 
and  then  goes  away  easily.  You  can  have  this  kind 
of  angina  for  a  long  time. 

When  the  pattern  of  angina  changes  a  lot, 
it’s  called  “unstable  angina.”  This  is  a  danger  sign. 
Unstable  angina  may  be  the  first  sign  of  a  heart 
attack. 

Then  there  is  “variant  angina  pectoris”  or 
“Prinzmetal’s  angina.”  It  usually  occurs  sponta¬ 
neously  and  almost  always  occurs  when  a  person  is 
at  rest.  It  doesn’t  follow  physical  exertion  or  emo¬ 
tional  stress,  either.  Variant  angina  is  caused  by 


transient  coro¬ 
nary  artery  spasm. 

Physicians  have  a 
variety  of  diagnostic  tools. 

An  electrocardiogram-EKG  or  ECG-can 
tell  a  doctor  if  your  heart  has  been  damaged  by  a 
heart  attack.  If  the  EKG  is  done  while  you  are  hav¬ 
ing  chest  pain,  it  can  also  show  if  your  angina  is 
caused  by  a  problem  with  your  heart. 

A  stress  test  is  often  done  while  you  walk 
on  a  treadmill.  Your  doctor  will  look  at  your  EKG 
to  see  if  it’s  abnormal  when  you  exercise.  Your  doc¬ 
tor  may  also  have  X-rays  of  the  heart  taken  before 
and  after  you  exercise.  These  pictures  can  show  if 
an  area  of  the  heart  is  not  getting  enough  blood  dur¬ 
ing  exercise. 

A  cardiac  catheterization  involves  inserting 
a  long,  thin  tube  into  an  artery  in  the  arm  or  leg  and 
then  guiding  it  into  the  heart.  Dye  is  injected  into 
the  arteries  around  the  heart.  X-rays  are  taken.  The 
X-rays  will  show  if  any  of  the  arteries  that  supply 
the  heart  are  blocked. 

Most  people  diagnosed  with  heart  disease 
have  to  take  medicine.  Medicines  called  beta  block¬ 
ers,  calcium  channel  blockers  and  nitrates  can  help 
relieve  angina. 

There  are  also  surgical  options. 

Angioplasty  uses  a  tiny  balloon  to  push 
open  blocked  arteries  around  the  heart.  The  balloon 
is  inserted  in  an  artery  in  the  arm  or  leg.  A  stent,  or 
small  tube,  might  be  put  into  the  artery  where  the 
blockage  was  to  hold  the  artery  open. 

In  bypass  surgery,  the  surgeon  takes  pieces 
of  veins  or  arteries  from  the  legs  and  sews  them 
into  the  arteries  of  the  heart  to  bring  blood  past  a 
blockage  and  increase  the  blood  flow  to  the  heart. 
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According  to  Los  Gatos,  California’s  Green 
Valley  Recycling,  if  all  Americans  recycled  their 
phone  books  for  a  year,  it  would  save  650,000  tons 
of  paper  and  free  up  2  million  cubic  yards  of  landfill 
space.  Modesto,  California’s  Parks,  Recreation  and 
Neighborhoods  Department  lets  city  residents 
include  phone  books  with  their  regular  curbside 
recyclables.  The  department  says  that  for  every  500 
books  recycled,  7,000  gallons  of  water,  3.3  cubic 
yards  of  landfill  space,  17  to  31  trees  and  4,100  kilo¬ 
watts  of  electricity  -  enough  to 
power  an  average  home  for  six 
months  -  are  saved. 

Consumers  trying  to  do  the 
right  thing  should  find  out  when  and 
how  their  town  or  phone  company 
will  accept  phone  books  for  recy¬ 
cling.  Some  will  take  phone  books 
back  only  at  certain  times  of  the 
year,  often  when  new  books  are 
being  distributed.  Some  schools, 
echoing  the  newspaper  drives  of 
bygone  days,  run  contests  in  which 
students  bring  in  old  phone  books  to 
be  collected  and  sent  off  to  recyclers. 

But  those  whose  towns 
won’t  accept  phone  books  at  all  and 
who  can’t  find  anywhere  else  to  drop 
them  need  not  lfet.  Old  phone  books 
have  many  practical  uses.  Then- 
pages  make  excellent  fire  starters  in 
a  wood  binning  fireplace  or  outdoor 
fire  pit.  Balled  up  or  shredded  phone 
book  pages  also  make  nice  packag¬ 
ing  filler  in  place  of  problematic 
polystyrene  “peanuts.” 

Phone  book  pages  can  also 
be  shredded  and  used  as  mulch  to 
keep  weeds  down  in  your  garden. 
The  paper  is  biodegradable  and  will 
eventually  return  back  to  the  soil. 
Those  with  an  artistic  bent  can  use 
old  phone  books  to  make  flipbook 
style  animated  drawings,  as 
described  by  animator  Robert 
Truscio  on  his  “Drawings  That 
Move”  instructional  website. 

There  are  also  a  number  of 
telephone  book  collectors;  some  who  make  money 
selling  their  stock  to  those  with  a  historical  interest 
or  who  are  researching  family  genealogies.  Lifelong 
collector  Gwillim  Law  sells  old  phone  books  from 
all  50  U.S.  states  as  well  as  from  most  Canadian  and 
Australian  provinces. 

Got  an  environmental  question?  Send  it  to: 
EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine,  P.O. 
Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  06881;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.  emagazine  .com/  earthtalk/archive  s  .php . 


The  police  know  your  rights  ■  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 
954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  r  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tlho  hirtfin  Of  an  aitornsv  is  an  titeoMant  decision  ihai  should  not  be  based  soWy 
upon  iKjTOrtiwmpni  Hi  chart  Camilla  wpr+i8d  as  a  Public  Doreftder  m  Biwart 
County  Trom  1990-1936  and  lias  t>usn  in  private  practiw  tor  nine  yssre 
In  1&9S  ho  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Attorney  or  Iha  year.  Ho  graduated  from 
Capital  University  In  1M9  and  was  admitted  te  lha  Florida  Barm 
Federal  Bar  Irv  1992.  and  the  Federal  Trial 'Bar  in  1994. 


YOU  CAN 
NEVER  HAVE 
TOO  MUCH 


POWER. 


Every  engine  in  the  Relax’  family  is  the  most 
powerful  in  its  respective  class  and  delivers  more 
power  per  cc  than  any  other  ATV*  Unmatched 
torque  and  unbeatable  performance  are  yours 
thanks  to  4-Tec  technology. 

Head  to  North  MfamS  Yamaha  &  Sea-Doa 

today  to  experience  the  most  powerful  production  ATV, 

We  will  not  be  undersold! 

Ask  for  the  10%  Seminole  Tribe 
AUTOMATIC  DISCOUNT! 

We  are  minutes  from  the  Tribe's  Headquarters. 
A  short  ride  on  the  Florida  Turnpike  or  1-95 
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Q:  My  local  recycler  won’t  take  my  old 
phone  books.  What  should  I  do  with  them? 

—  Jake,  Westport,  CT 
Many  recyclers  won’t  accept  telephone 
books  because  the  fibers  used  to  make  the  books’ 
lightweight  pages  are  too  short  to  be  reformulated 
into  new  paper.  In  fact,  mixing  old  phone  books  in 
with  other  waste  paper  can  even  contaminate  the 
batch,  hindering  the  recyclability  of  the  other  paper 
fibers. 


Nonetheless,  phone  book  papers  are  100 
percent  recyclable  and  are  used  primarily  to  make 
new  phone  books.  In  fact,  most  phone  books  distrib¬ 
uted  today  are  made  from  refabricated  old  phone 
book  pages  mixed  with  some  scrap  wood  to 
strengthen  the  fibers  for  reuse.  Old  phone  books  are 
also  sometimes  recycled  into  insulation  materials, 
ceiling  tiles  and  roofing  surfaces,  as  well  as  paper 
towels,  grocery  bags,  cereal  boxes  and  office  paper. 
In  fact,  in  a  gesture  both  symbolic  and  practical, 
Pacific  Bell/SBC  now  includes  payment  envelopes 
in  its  bills  created  from  old  Smart  Yellow  Pages 
phone  books. 
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Losers  Are  Winners 
at  Weight  Watchers 


National  Weight-loss 
Program  Comes  To 
Immokalee 

By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The 
Weight  Watchers  philosophy  that 
has  helped  countless  people 
across  the  country  has  made  its 
way  to  the  Immokalee  reserva¬ 
tion.  Seminole  Tribe  Nutritionist 
Charlotte  Porcaro  has  enlisted 
the  services  of  Weight  Watchers 
Leader  Betty  Albritton  to  host 
the  12-week  weight-loss  pro¬ 
gram.  It  began  on  March  7. 

Meetings  are  being  held 
each  Wednesday  at  noon  at  the 
Senior  Center.  Light  lunches 
using  Weight  Watchers  recipes 
are  served.  At  least  15  partici¬ 
pants  are  required  for  a  session. 

The  first  meeting 
included  a  welcoming  introduc¬ 
tion,  enrollment  and  weigh-in. 
Organizers  distributed  materials  and  the 
Weight  Watchers  point  system  was 
explained.  The  program  is  based  on 
learning  to  eat  wisely  and  establishing 
attainable  goals.  It  offers  two  tried  and 
tested  food  plans  to 
chose  from,  and  the 
leader  helps  each 
participant  choose 
the  one  that’s  better 
for  him  or  her. 

Weight 
Watchers  is 
designed  so  partici¬ 
pants  will  lose 
weight  at  a  health¬ 
ful  rate.  Dieters 
must  keep  in  mind 
that  people  lose  at 
different  rates 
depending  on  their 
age,  gender  and 
starting  weight. 

Albritton 
inspired  the  new¬ 
comers  by  telling 


them  that  she  had  lost  50  pounds,  and 
showing  her  “before”  picture.  “Before” 
photos  of  all  Weight  Watchers  partici¬ 
pants  were  taken  and  will  be  saved  for 
comparison  when  they  attain  their  goals. 


The  program  aims  to  assist  in 
losing  10  percent  of  body  weight  to  pos¬ 
itively  impact  health.  For  example,  low¬ 
ering  blood  pressure  also  reduces  the 
risk  of  stroke,  and  lowering  cholesterol 
levels  also  reduces 
strain  on  joints.  Weight 
loss  can  also  reduce  the 
risk  of  developing  dia¬ 
betes. 

Porcaro  pre¬ 
pared  the  first  three 
luncheons  using  Weight 
Watrchers  recipes, 
which  included  tuna 
salad,  veggie  burgers 
and  a  sandwich/salad 
combination.  The  partic¬ 
ipants  were  very  com¬ 
plimentary  of  the  meals 
and  showed  extreme 
surprise  when  learning 
they  were  eating  veggie 
burgers,  which  they  had 
assumed  were  made 
from  chicken. 


Charlotte  Porcaro 


(L-R)  Betty  Albritton  and  Seminole 
Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  welcome  par¬ 
ticipants  to  the  Weight  Watchers  program. 


Charlotte  Porcaro 


Louise  Osceola’s  is  just  one  of 
the  many  smiling  faces  at  the 
Weight  Watchers  luncheon. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  41  members  of  Team  Seminole  represented  the  Tribe  well  at  the  ACS  walk. 


Team  Seminole  Walks 
toD’FeetALS 


Walkers  Honor 
Ex-Tribal  Employee 
Don  Brock 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

SUNRISE,  Fla.  —  About  200 
people  —  patients,  families,  employees 
of  local  companies  and  Team  Seminole, 
among  others  —  gathered  at  The  Oasis 
at  Sawgrass  Mills  Mall  for  a  one-mile 
walk  to  support  patient  care  and 
research  for  ALS. 

All  money  raised  at  the  March 
17  event  was  donated  to  the  ALS 
Association’s  Florida  Chapter  in  Tampa. 
The  funds  will  be  used  to  support 
nationally  directed  ALS  research  and  to 


Representing  Team  Seminole  at 
the  Walk  to  D’Feet  ALS: 

Tribal  Citizens 

Almira  Billie,  Louise  Billie,  Elsie 
Bowers,  Jonah  Cypress,  Judy  Jones, 
Edna  McDuffie,  Donelda  Mercer, 
Lawanna  Niles,  Demetria  Tigertail, 
Marina  Tigertail,  Dorothy  Tommie 
and  Helesi  Tommie  Twoshoe. 

Tribal  Employees  and  Children 

Sandra  Berkowiz,  Jody  Bernstein, 
Cheryl  Bolton,  Don  Brock,  Penny 
Brock,  Yenny  Cardona,  Christa 
Clark,  Suzanne  Davis,  Kristen 
Duda,  Martha  Duda,  Suzanne 
Fundsland,  Tena  Granit,  Kathy 
Gutierrez,  Mary  Hanson,  Josh 
Harrison,  Ilse  Jaeger,  Doreen 
Marshall,  France  Marshall,  Rodni 
Mercer,  August  Meredith,  Lyric 
Meredith,  Marjorie  Meredith, 
Connie  Morgan,  Doris  Nicholas- 
Mir,  Guy  Pollina,  Jaime  Schevis, 
Jim  Talik,  Allen  Thomas  and  Tom 
Traponi. 


finance  local  programs  in  patient  servic¬ 
es,  education  and  awareness. 

ALS  stands  for  amyotrophic 
lateral  sclerosis,  but  is  better  known  as 
Lou  Gehrig’s  Disease.  It  was  named  for 
New  York  Yankee  great  Lou  Gehrig, 
who  abruptly  retired  from  baseball  in 
1939  after  being  diagnosed  with  ALS. 

ALS  is  a  degenerative  disease 
in  which  cells  in  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord  are  destroyed,  leading  to  loss  of 
voluntary  muscle  control.  The  cause  is 
mostly  unknown  and  up  to  30,000 
Americans  have  ALS  at  any  given  time, 
according  to  the  ALS  Association  web¬ 
site. 

At  the  request  of  Elsie  Bowers, 
who  worked  with  ALS  sufferer  and  for¬ 
mer  Tribal  employee  Don  Brock,  the 
walk  was  organized  in  his  honor.  Edna 
McDuffie,  community  outreach  liaison 
from  the  Big  Cypress  Wellness  Center, 
orchestrated  Team  Seminole’s  involve¬ 
ment. 

Brock,  who  also  attended  the 
event,  now  must  use  a  wheelchair  for 
mobility.  Judy  Jones  handed  out  T-shirts 
with  a  group  image  of  Brock  on  the 
back  to  support  this  fight  against  ALS. 

“This  was  a  team  effort  to 
honor  our  friend  Don  Brock,”  Bowers 
said,  adding,  “Thank  you  to  Max 
Osceola,  Hollywood  Council 
Representative,  for  his  support  for  this 
cause.  Thank  you  to  Gloria  Wilson, 
Hollywood  Board  Representative,  who 
provided  her  support  as  well  as  team  T- 
shirts  for  the  event.  We  had  41  partici¬ 
pants  who  got  up  early,  including  walk¬ 
ers  from  Big  Cypress,  to  help  out  in  this 
cause.” 

For  more  information  on 
upcoming  Team  Seminole  walks,  please 
contact  Edna  McDuffie  at  (863)  983- 
5798.  For  more  information  on  ALS, 
please  visit  www.alsa.org. 

The  Health  Department  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 


❖  ACS 

Continued  from  page  1 


Porcaro  assisted  in  organizing  the  event, 
which  took  place  March  9  and  10  at  the 
Immokalee  High  School  Track. 

The  Relay  for  Life  was  a  fun- 
filled  overnight  event  designed  to  celebrate 
survivorship  and  raise  money  for  research 
and  the  many  programs  sponsored  by  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 

Following  an  opening  lap  at  4 
p.m.,  the  students  of  Patti’s  Dance  Studio 
entertained.  Then  came  the  survivors’ 
reception  and  lap.  Recognition  of  the  care¬ 
givers  brought  an  overwhelming  response 
by  the  participants,  and  a  lap  in  their  honor 
followed. 

By  far  the  most  impressive  and 
moving  portion  of  the  evening  was  the 
luminaries  service,  which  was  followed  by 


memorial  laps.  The  entire  distance  around 
the  track  was  lined  with  candles  in  closed 
containers  lighting  the  way  in  memory  of 
those  who  lost  their  lives  to  cancer.  Family 
members,  friends  and  neighbors  joined 
together  to  do  laps  in  honor  of  their  loved 
ones. 

The  objective  of  each  team  was  to 
keep  at  least  one  member  on  the  track  at 
all  times  either  walking  or  running  laps. 
Team  Seminole  members  carried  a  patch- 
work-covered  baton,  which  they  traded 
back  and  forth  during  the  relay. 

Donated  items  were  also  raffled 
off,  with  the  proceeds  going  to  the  ACS. 
They  included  a  huge  gift  basket,  provided 
by  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Casino,  with 
an  assortment  of  delicacies. 

The  night’s  activities  included 
numerous  contests  which  extended  into  the 
early  morning  hours  for  those  who  had 
elected  to  camp  out  and  represent  their 


teams  in  the  continuous  relay. 

The  ACS  is  the  nation’s  largest, 
private  nonprofit  source  of  funding  for 
cancer  research.  ACS  members  made  pre¬ 
sentations  and  erected  signs  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  track,  relaying  sobering 
statistics  intended  to  enlighten  the  partici¬ 
pants  and  hopefully  promote  a  more 
healthful  lifestyle. 

Many  people  think  what  little  they 
can  afford  to  give  won’t  make  a  difference. 
Immokalee’s  Relay  for  Life  has  proven  this 
to  be  untrue.  This  year’s  efforts  raised 
more  than  $25,000  in  this  small  but  gener¬ 
ous  community  —  approximately  $5,000 
of  this  in  just  one  evening. 

ACS  representatives  expressed 
their  gratitude  to  Team  Seminole  and 
Immokalee  Seminole  Council  Liaison 
Ralph  Sanchez  for  their  contribution  and 
participation  in  this  worthwhile  endeavor. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  and  Community 
Outreach  Liaison  Edna  McDuffie,  the  backbone  of  Team 
Seminole  in  Immokalee. 


Judy  Weeks 

Michelle  Ford  carries  the  Seminole  baton  during  the  relay. 


Judy  Weeks 

Charlotte  Porcaro,  Nutritionist  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  in 
Immokalee,  displays  the  Team  Seminole  banner. 


Judy  Weeks 

Frankie  DeLaRosa  and  Amy  Yzaguirre  make  their  laps  for 
Team  Seminole  on  Saturday  morning. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

After  the  5K  walk  Team  Seminole  gathered  for  a  picture. 


Team  Seminole  Walks  for  Heart  Health 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Almira  Billie 


Event  raises  $470,750 
for  Heart  Association 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

DAVIE,  Fla.  —  A  health-con¬ 
scious  group  of  25  Tribal  citizens,  employ¬ 
ees,  friends  and  children  —  also  known  as 
Team  Seminole  —  laced  up  their  most 
comfortable  walking  shoes  on  the  morning 
of  March  10. 

For  the  fourth  year  in  a  row,  Nova 
Southeastern  University  (NSU)  hosted  the 
annual  American  Heart  Association  (AHA) 
Broward  County  Heart  Walk,  and  Team 
Seminole  was  there. 

The  team  began  preparations  for 
the  5 K  or  3.1 -mile  walk  with  a  group 
stretch.  When  the  walk  started  and  every¬ 
one  was  off;  the  faster  walkers  darted  to 
the  front  of  the  pack  as  more  leisurely 
walkers  casually  strolled  behind  them. 

Some  walkers  showed  their  dedi¬ 
cation  to  a  healthy  lifestyle  by  walking  in 
honor  of  a  loved  one  who  passed  away 
from  cardiovascular  disease  or  stroke. 
Many  had  T-shirts  printed  for  the  occasion 
with  pictures  of  the  people  they  were  walk¬ 
ing  to  honor. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
enters  walks  as  Team  Seminole  “to  let  peo¬ 
ple  know  we  are  interested  in  helping  with 
various  fundraisers  in  our  communities,” 
according  to  team  member  Edna 
McDuffie.  McDuffie  also  works  in  the  Big 
Cypress  Wellness  Center  as  a  community 
outreach  liaison. 


Jessica  Irish,  spokeswoman  for 
the  AHA,  said  the  annual  Broward  County 
Heart  Walk  is  the  “largest  national 
fundraising  and  awareness-raising  event” 
with  about  5,000  participants.  Though  the 
event  did  not  reach  its  $750,000  goal,  it 
did  raise  $470,750,  according  to  Irish. 

Proceeds  from  the  walk  benefited 
the  AHA,  which  aims  to  “reduce  disability 
and  death  from  cardiovascular  diseases  and 
stroke,”  according  to  its  website, 
www.americanheart.org.  These  diseases  are 
the  nation’s  first  and  third  most  common 
killers,  respectively.  Cardiovascular  disease 
and  stroke  claim  more  than  910,000 
American  lives  a  year,  according  to  the 
AHA. 


Team  Seminole  Members  Who 
Participated  in  the  Broward  Heart 
Walk: 

Sherry  Allgair,  Garrett  Anderson, 
Almira  Billie,  Barbara  Billie,  Elsie 
Bowers,  Suzanne  Davis,  Darlene 
Dempsey,  Kristen  Duda,  Sue 
Fundingsland,  Joshua  Harrison,  Stailee 
Heard,  Tyla  Heard,  Amber  Hyatt,  Ilse 
Jaeger,  Edna  McDuffie,  Tina  Mennella 
and  friend  Bradley,  Rodni  Mercer, 
Marjorie  Meredith,  Connie  Morgan, 
Doris  Nicholas-Mir,  Lawanna  Niles, 
Lila  Osceola-Heard,  Harley  Roberts 
and  Dorothy  Tommie. 
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FronfRowUSA .  com 


Ticket  Brokets 


Top  Concerts 


LILY  TOMLIN.  KENNY 
LOGGINS  TOM  JONES 
JESSE  MCCARTNEY  THE 
FLAMING  LIPS  MICHAEL 
F  EINSTEIN.  LYNYRD 
SKYNYRD,  SINBAD  MEAT 
LOAF  RAY  RAMQNQ  AND 
BRAD  GARRETT.  PALOMA 
SAN  BASILIO  THE  KILLERS 
CHAYANNE  THE  HONDA 
CIVIC  TOUR  {  W/  FALL  OUT 
BOY  AND  PAUL  WALL),  ANDRE 
RIEU.  SMOKEY  ROBINSON. 

MY  CHEMICAL 
ROMANCE-'MUSE.  BAND 
CAMP  2007  EARTH.  WIND 
AND  FIRE.  ERIC  BUR  DON 
AND  THE  ANIMALS,  AND 
DIANA  ROSS 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL. NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XLI  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW' 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


ALL  BROADWAY  SHOWS 
LOAD  OF  THE  DANCE 
DISNEY  ON  ICE 
DISNEYLAND  ADVENTURES 
CIRQUE  DU  SOLElL  S  "DELIRIUM 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA ,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  ust  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest , 
putting  you  up  front! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


rn  WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years!  * 
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Sports  :  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  ■  Vkkopvnkv 


Tony  Heard 

The  basketball  court  at  Big  Cypress’  Herman  L.  Osceola  is  ready  for  action. 


Big  Cypress  Gym  Gets  a  New  Look 

Herman  L.  Osceola  Gymnasium  Renovated 


Tony  Heard 

Hector  Vega  painted  the  patchwork  that  lines  the  gym  walls. 


By  Tony  Heard 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Herman  L. 

Osceola  Gymnasium  on  the  Big  Cypress 
reservation  is  home  to  many  tournaments, 
gatherings  and  events. 

The  adults  get  quality  use  from  the 
weight  room  and  the  various  exercise  equip¬ 
ment  the  gym  has  to  offer.  Kids  occupying 
the  gym  and  the  playground  are  plentiful 
and  constant.  The  recent  addition  of  new 
playground  equipment  makes  the  outside 
area  more  eye-catching,  and  the  equipment 
is  durable  and  safe  for  youngsters  to  use 
during  many  hours  of  fun. 

The  majority  of  the  remode  ling 
took  place  inside  the  gymnasium,  however. 

The  new  glass  backboards,  rims  and  paint 
looked  wonderful. 

Four  of  the  six  new  basketball  rims 
placed  in  the  gym  are  custom  made  and  can 
adjust  in  height  as  well  as  retract  up  when 
not  being  used. 

The  floor  was  widened  with  a  goal 
of  making  one  facility  into  two.  The  curtain  divider 
will  allow  players  to  utilize  the  side  baskets,  and  play 
two  games  at  once  for  youth  basketball  tournaments. 

But  the  most  talked  about  addition  to  the 
gym  was  the  new  floor.  It  is  not  the  standard  hard¬ 
wood  floor  one  may  expect.  The  directors  and  staff 
decided  to  use  a  different  surface  material  called 
“Sport  Court.” 


This  material  has  been  around  for  a  few  years 
and  keeps  improving.  A  few  NBA  teams  use  it  in  their 
practice  facilities  and  are  pleased  with  how  it  holds  up 
and  how  easily  sections  can  be  changed.  The  Sport 
Court  is  described  as  an  all-around  playing  surface. 
The  material  is  easy  to  maintain,  can  be  easily 
replaced  and  is  proven  to  be  better  for  an  athlete’s 
knees  and  joints. 

The  final  touches  were  put  on 
the  floor  on  the  afternoon  of  March  21. 
The  first  event  to  take  place  on  the  new 
court  was  the  Herman  L.  Osceola 
Memorial  Basketball  Tournament  over 
the  weekend  of  March  24-25. 

The  gym  looked  great  for  the 
event  even  though  all  of  the  painting  was 
not  completed.  The  walls  behind  the  bas¬ 
ketball  goals  will  soon  feature  large  pic¬ 
tures  representing  all  the  clans.  Also,  new 
pads  for  the  walls  will  be  installed  soon 
for  more  protection. 

Stan  Frischman,  assistant  direc¬ 
tor  of  Big  Cypress  Recreation 
Department,  commented  on  the  vast 
improvements  of  the  gym. 

“This  is  a  project  we  have  been 
planning  for  a  long  time  and  we  are 
pleased  with  the  completion,  and  the 
Tribal  members  are  able  to  enjoy  the 
facility  now,”  he  said. 


Kids  Learn  Safe  Driving  at  ATV  Class 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  all-terrain  vehicle,  or 
ATV  Safety  Course,  presented  to  the  Brighton  youth 
on  March  19  and  23,  highlighted  the  dangers  of  ATVs. 
The  Brighton  Recreation  Department,  Seminole  Tribe 
4-H  and  Seminole  Police  Department  (SPD)  joined 
forces  to  provide  a  hands-on  opportunity  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  learn  safe  driving  techniques. 


males.  But,  chances  of  survival  increase  by  50  percent 
if  a  helmet  is  worn,  Smith  said. 

The  officer  also  told  the  children  about  the 
laws  regarding  ATVs.  Some  children  didn’t  know  that 
driving  on  roadways  is  not  allowed.  Smith  said  that 
ATVs’  tires  are  not  suited  for  the  pavement  because 
the  tread  is  designed  for  trails.  The  vehicles  can  roll 
and  tip  easier  on  the  harder  road  surfaces. 

Smith  said  driving 
without  a  helmet,  for  those 
under  16,  is  against  the  law 
and  riding  as  a  passenger  is 
also  against  the  law  for  all 
ages.  He  showed  how  a  pas¬ 
senger  may  accidentally  grab 
the  driver  too  tight  when  they 
go  over  a  bump  or  make  a 
quick  turn,  and  then  the  driv¬ 
er  might  have  to  swerve, 
causing  the  ATV  to  roll. 

All  these  infractions 
of  the  law  can  carry  penal¬ 
ties,  such  as  tickets,  fines  and 
points  on  the  driver’s  license. 
When  children  violate  the 
laws,  parents  incur  then- 
penalties. 

There  are  special 
helmets  designed  just  for 
ATVs,  Smith  explained, 
because  football  or  bicycle 
helmets  cannot  prevent  head 
and  neck  injuries  in  an  acci¬ 
dent  as  they  do  not  provide 
good  peripheral  vision. 
Children  should  also  wear 
goggles  and  gloves  as  well  as 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Chastity  Harmon  maneuvers  around  the  corner  as  Raven  Smith  waits 
patiently  to  take  on  the  course  next. 


SPD  Officers  Michelle  Clay, 

Thomas  Faherty,  Richard  Smith  and 
Kenneth  Tillman,  who  is  also  the 
school  resource  officer  at  the 
Ahfachkee  School,  presented  the  safe¬ 
ty  seminar. 

The  first  speaker,  Tony 
Mello,  got  the  attention  of  6-to- 10- 
year-olds  on  March  19,  and  11 -to- 15 
year-olds  on  March  23  with  his  tragic 
story.  Mello,  whose  teenage  son  sus¬ 
tained  permanent  injuries  in  an  ATV 
accident,  helped  to  make  the  kids 
realize  that  these  vehicles  are  not 
toys. 

He  said  his  two  teenage  sons 
were  always  told  not  to  ride  their 
ATVs  without  wearing  their  helmets, 
and  they  usually  obeyed.  But  one  day 
one  son,  then  15,  jumped  on  the  back 
of  a  friend’s  ATV  as  a  passenger  and 
took  off  without  a  helmet.  The  ATV 
was  hit  by  a  truck  going  70  mph. 

Mello’s  son,  now  18,  has 
been  bedridden  for  three  years.  He  is 
unable  to  eat  anything  but  baby  food 
and  is  unlikely  ever  to  walk  again. 

“He  does  not  respond  to  any¬ 
thing;  he  just  drools,”  said  the  heartbroken  father.  “He 
was  a  super  bright  boy.  I  wake  up  every  day  and  I 
think  about  my  boy  lying  in  bed.” 

It  was  a  difficult  thing  to  talk  about  for 
Mello,  who  wanted  to  tell  the  children  to  listen  to  their 
parents  and  the  police  officers  who  are  teaching  them 
how  to  be  safe. 

“If  you  don’t  wear  a  ‘brain  bucket’  you  could 
end  up  being  a  vegetable,  just  like  my  son,”  he  said. 
“Then  you  will  hurt  everyone  who  loves  you,  not  just 
yourself.” 

Next,  SPD  Officer  Richard  Smith  showed  a 
video,  produced  by  the  ATV  Rider  Institute,  about 
ATV  safety.  It  featured  teens,  each  of  whom  lost  a 
brother,  sister  or  good  friend  in  an  ATV  accident. 

Their  message  got  the  children’s  attention,  too. 

In  the  last  17  years,  200  people  have  died  in 
ATV  accidents,  one-fourth  of  them  children,  mostly 


special  boots  or  shoes  that  protect  the  ankles  and  are 
safer  than  sneakers,  he  said. 

The  class  also  learned  that  ATVs  themselves 
must  be  the  right  size  to  ensure  rider  safety. 

“Kids’  feet  have  to  be  able  to  reach  the  floor¬ 
boards  and  the  hands  have  to  be  able  to  reach  the  han¬ 
dlebars  when  turning,”  Smith  said.  “Otherwise  there 
will  be  accidents.  Tipping  and  rollovers  occur  when  a 
child  is  riding  too  large  of  an  ATV.” 

After  the  one-hour  class,  the  children  were 
treated  to  lunch  and  fitted  for  new  helmets,  courtesy  of 
the  Brighton  Recreation  Department. 

Later  in  the  day,  the  children  had  a  chance  to 
pass  tests  on  an  obstacle  course,  then  ride  the  FBI 
Trail.  With  officers  riding  along,  the  kids  were  able  to 
learn  the  techniques  of  proper  and  safe  driving  with 
hands-on  instruction. 


Eighth  Annual  Seminole  Sports  Festival 


Thursday,  May  24th  Friday,  May  25th  Saturday,  May  26th  Sunday,  May  27th 


Pool 

Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino 

(954)327-7625 
Ballrooms  A/B/E/F/M 
Men’s/Women’s  8  ball 
$10  Entry  Fee 
Men-5  Team/Women-4 
Team 

Register  at  10  a.m.-ll 
a.m.,  Shoot  @  noon 

Bowling 

Pembroke  Pines  AMF 
Registration  ends  15 
minutes  prior  to  squad 
times 

Squad  Times 
9  a.m.-12  p.m.  Singles 
$  16/per  person 
2  p.m.-5  p.m.  Doubles 
$1 6/per  person 
7  p.m.-IO  p.m.  Teams 
$64/per  team 

CoEd  Slow  Pitch 

Softball 

Hollywood  Rec 
Complex 
1st-$5,000 
2nd-$4,000 
3rd-$3,000 
15  man  roster 
Seven  inning/1 :15 
game  time  limit 

j* 


Pool 

Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino 

(954)327-7625 
Ballrooms  A/B/E/F/M 
Men’s/Women’s  8  ball 
$10  Entry  Fee 
Register  at  1  p.m. -2 
p.m.,  Shoot  @  2:15  p.m. 
8-Ball  Scotch  Doubles 
(following  9-Ball) 

Bowling 

Pembroke  Pines  AMF 
Registration  ends  15 
minutes  prior  to  squad 
times 

Squad  Times 
9  a.m.-12  p.m.  Singles 
$  16/per  person 
2  p.m.-5  p.m.  Doubles 
$  16/per  person 
7  p.m.-IO  p.m.  Teams 
$64/per  team 

Golf 

Jacaranda  Golf  Club 
(954)  472-5836 
Two  man  teams,  Bring 
your  own  partner 
Register  at  7:30  a.m., 
18  Hole  Shot  Gun  Start 
at  8  a.m. 

$20  Entry  Fee 


All 

events 
are  open 
to  Native 
America 
ns  - 
Bring 
CDIB 


Monday,  May  28th 
Golf 

Jacaranda  Golf  Club 
2  Man  Blind  Draw 
Register  at  7:30  a.m., 
18  Hole  Shot  Gun  Start 
at  8:00  a  m. 

$20  Entr} 


Softball 

Hollywood  Rec 
Complex 

register  a  team  call 
Leon  Wilcox  at 
(954)  989-9457, 
Ext.  108 14 
Registration  fee: 
$500/per  team 
Make  checks  payable 
to  Seminole 
Recreation 


Bowling 

Pembroke  Pines  AMF 
(954)  432-5500 
This  is  a  scratch  tournament. 
(No  handicaps  will  be  used 
Friday  Saturday  or 
Sunday) 


Registration  ends  15  min. 
prior  to  squad  times 
Squad  Times 
9  a.m. -12  p.m.  Singles 
$  16/per  person 
2  p.m. -5  p.m.  Doubles 
$  16/per  person 
7  p.m.-IO  p.m.  Teams 
team 


Pool 

Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino 

(954)327-7625 
Ballrooms  A/B/E/F/M 
Men’s/Women’s  8  ball 
$10  entry  fee 
Register  at  10  a.m.-ll 
a.m.,  Shoot  @  noon 


Bowling 

Pembroke  Pines  AMF 


Registration  ends  15 
minutes  prior  to  squad 
times 


Squad  Times 
9  a.m.-12  p.m.  Singles 
$  16/per  person 
2  p.m.-5  p.m.  Doubles 
$  16/per  person 
7  p.m.-IO  p.m.  Teams 
$64/per  team 
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*  Legends 

Continued  from  page  1 


scoring  of  Vodne  Chapoose. 

The  Native  Ladies  went  on  a  run  at  the  per¬ 
fect  time  and  captured  the  championship  victory. 


Native  Ladies  proudly  display  their  championship 
jackets. 


Nora  Billie  drives  to  the  basket  as 
Shirley  Clay  dives  for  the  ball. 


Lila  Osc 

Brighton  takes  home  the  nice  championship  jackets. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Hollywood  claims  second  place  honors. 


Mindy  Fish  guards  Vodne  Chapoose  in  one  of 
their  games  to  the  championship. 


This  game  was  guaranteed  to  be  a 
good  one  considering  the  competition.  In 
this  game,  Brighton  defeated  Hollywood 
for  the  first  time  ever.  The  game  was 
everything  the  spectators  had  come  for, 
diving  on  the  floor  for  loose  balls,  fast- 
break  points,  amazing  passes  and  big  shots 
at  crucial  times.  These  two  teams  were 
playing  the  game  the  way  it  is  supposed  to 
be  played;  minus  the  crazy  collisions  and 
timely  turnovers  from  not  playing  on  a 
daily  basis. 

All  of  the  mistakes  were  easily 
overlooked  because  of  the  effort  and  com¬ 
petitive  spirit 
showcased  by 
these  two 
teams. 

Unfortunately, 
one  of  the 
teams  had  to 
lose,  but  there 
were  numer¬ 
ous  lead 
changes  and 
game-chang¬ 
ing  plays 
before  the 
end.  The 
Brighton  team 
made  fewer 
mistakes  and 
knocked  down 
free  throws 
until  the  final 
seconds  of 
play. 

In  the 
end,  Brighton 
walked  away 
with  the 
championship 
and  the  brag¬ 
ging  rights 
until  next  year 
rolls  around. 

When  the  ladies  hit  the  court 
again,  the  game  got  much  more  intense 
and  the  Old  Skool  Bailers  weren’t  going  to 
go  down  without  a  fight.  The  Native 
Ladies  started  off  the  same  as  in  the  first 
game,  but  their  did  not  last  this  time. 

The  Old  Skool  Bailers  decided  to 
get  back  on  defense  and  stop  the  easy  fast- 
break  points  by  the  Native  Ladies.  Then- 
defensive  energy  carried  over  to  the  offen¬ 
sive  end  and  the  Old  Skool  Bailers  made  a 
lot  of  shots  they  missed  in  the  first  game. 
This  time  around,  the  Old  Skool  Bailers 
displayed  great  ball  movement  and  team¬ 
work.  With  about  four  minutes  to  go,  the 
roles  were  reversed  and  the  Native  Ladies 
were  the  tired  and  winded  team.  The  Old 
Skool  Bailers  held  on  for  the  win,  forcing 
a  tie-breaker  game. 

The  championship  game  went 
back  and  forth;  neither  team  wanted  to  go 
home  without  the  championship.  Shirley 
Clay  led  the  Old  Skool  Bailers  in  shooting. 
But  the  Native  Ladies  kept  it  close.  With 
only  three  minutes  to  go,  they  maintained 
their  lead,  thanks  to  the  rebounding  and 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Men’s  championship  game  well  under  way. 


As  a  tribute  to  Dennis  Osceola,  Kevin  Osceola  wears  his  late 
friend’s  No.  13  Miami  Dolphins  jersey. 


Old  Skool  Bailers  are  runners  up  in  this  year’s  tournament. 


GO  DRAGON 
CORNER 


Tribal  Martial  Arts 
Program  Set  to  Expand 

By  Irena  Loleski 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Go  Dragon  martial  arts 
program  is  on  its  way  to  Brighton.  Classes  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  on  May  2  in  the  fitness  room,  with  an 
open  house  allowing  those  interested  a  chance  to  meet 
the  instructor,  Master  Robert  McCarthy,  and  his  staff. 

Registration  will  be  available  onsite  as  well  as 
through  the  Brighton  Fitness  Department. 

Tribal-wide  Fitness  Department  Director  Vicky 
Barogiannis  said  she  is  proud  to  expand  the  Go  Dragon 
program  to  Brighton. 

“I  am  so  excited  to  finally  be  able  to  bring  this 
incredible  program  to  our  Brighton  reservation,”  she 
said.  “We  began  this  program  in  Big  Cypress  in  June  of 
2006,  and  it  has  absolutely  surpassed  all  of  our  expec¬ 
tations.  We  are  looking  forward  to  duplicating  our 
accomplishments  in  Brighton.” 

Through  this  martial  arts  program  students  are 
learning  discipline,  confidence,  good  sportsmanship, 
flexibility  and  teamwork.  It’s  fan  for  the  whole  family, 
and  anyone,  at  any  fitness  level,  can  participate  and  see 
results. 

For  more  information  on  Go  Dragon  martial 
arts  classes,  please  call  (954)  931-0515. 


DZ  (Vaniors  / 
ages  3,4,£ 
3:30 

Little  Warriors  3 
ages  6-7 
4:30 

Team  Dragon 
ages  8-13 
4:45 

Adults  14* 
5:30 
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Heritage  Patriots  Win  First  Lacrosse  Game 


SEar/jfltf.Bfiffcs  bj  V*mf  EsWiaa 


Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Bent  exhaust  systems. 


HI)  annual  (JasM  (iQimiLej.ic-etu.etUi 
In  tlia  in  Wenrs.  Past^giieln  Ton  tna  iiuenli 


Mjy  12- U,  2007 
Clinton  Lake  Sports  Complex: 
Lawrence,  Kansas 

Entry  Fee:  S200.00 
MONEY  ORDER  ONLY* 

AWARDS:  (Subject  to  eh^n£e) 
CK.irtipinnslilp:  $700  +  Pullovers 
Runner-up:  $500  +  T-Shins 
Third  Place :  $300  +  T-Shirts 
All-Tourtiament  Team:  T-Shirts 
Bag/Jacfcet 


Entry  Deadline:  MAY  6,  2007 


Sjaansatsliiiis  daalae*  Kejjtriji 


Big  Showdown  in  the  Big  Apple 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

NEW  YORK  —  New  York 


Redline  Media  Group 

Travis  Hartman  (L)  braces  for  a  blow  to  the 
chest  from  Shamone  Alvarez. 


decision  in  12.  Among  middleweights,  Peter  Quillin 
remained  perfect  versus  Nathan  Martin  by  TKO  in  39 
seconds  of  the  second. 

Junior  welterweights  Khabib  Alakhverdicv 
and  Miguel  Ortiz  faced  off  with  Alakhverdicv  winning 
by  TKO  in  the  first  round.  Featherweight  action  saw 
Eilon  Kedem  move  to  2-0  over  Manuel  Angulo  by 
split  decision  in  four  rounds. 

Celebrities  and  Tribal  officials  making 
appearances  were:  Big  Cypress  Representative  David 
Cypress,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.  R.  Tommie  and  current 
light  heavyweight  champion  Bernard  “the 
Executioner”  Hopkins. 


www .  exhausfd  epot ,  com 


Redline  Media  Group 

Ibragimov  (L)  unloads  a  left  cross  to  a  dazed  Mora. 


-  Mandrel  bent  piping  flows  20^*  more  than  standard 

muffler  sh&p  press  bent 

-  General  mpfflet'  shop  exhaust  work  dene. 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Turbo  down  pipe  and  Intercooler  pipe  specialist1 

-  Aluminum  bends  coming  soon, 

954-364-4499  5925  kavenswood  RMd  Bay  D- 10 

954-559-2009  Pania  Beach,  FL  33312 


Fartfrimtac#  Friwai 


City  is  the  perfect  place  to  dream  big. 

Sultan  Ibragimov  came  one  step  clos¬ 
er  to  realizing  his  dreams  on  March 
10.  Madison  Square  Garden  Theater 
hosted  Seminole  Warriors  Boxing, 

Redline  Media  Group,  Cirillo  World 
and  Swanson  Communications  for  a 
great  night  of  boxing  action  with 
seven  matches  on  tilt. 

Warriors  championship  con¬ 
tender  Ibragimov  (19-0-1,  16  KOs) 
faced  Javier  “The  Monster”  Mora 
(21-3-1,  17  KOs)  in  a  heavyweight 
battle  as  the  main  event.  Ibragimov 
was  1-0  in  NYC  making  his  only 
appearance  in  March  of  2005  with  a 
win  by  TKO.  It  was  Mora’s  first 
action. 

Coming  in,  both  seemed 
ready  to  go.  A  confident  hut  frustrated 
Ibragimov  was  bouncing 
back  from  a  July  2006 
draw  to  Ray  Austin  in  12 
rounds.  Mora  won  by  a 
unanimous  decision  in 
January  facing  Earl 
Ladson  in  six. 

The  match-up 
between  the  two  came  on 
the  heels  of  a  initial 
championship  bout 
scheduled  between  the 
Russian  native  Ibragimov 
and  the  current  World 
Boxing  Organization 
heavyweight  champion, 

Shannon  “the  Canon” 

Briggs.  The  bout  was 
postponed  due  to  Briggs’ 
pneumonia. 

From  the  open¬ 
ing  hell,  Mora  came  out 
aggressive  and  attacking. 

A  patient  and  defensive 
Ibragimov  picked  his 
spots  to  counter,  and  as 
the  cliche  goes,  it  was  the 
beginning  of  the  end. 

Forty-six  seconds  into 
the  first  round, 

Ibragimov  made  short 
work  of  Mora  (by  TKO) 
with  a  left  hook  and  a 
series  of  jabs,  and  the 
fight  was  stopped. 

Afterwards,  a  business-like  Ibragimov  was  brief 
in  his  thoughts  on  the  fight. 

“I  took  my  shots,”  he  said.  “[Mora]  came 
out  for  a  fight  and  got  one.” 

Warriors  Executive  Director  Leon 
Margules  expected  a  much  different  fight  than 
what  took  place. 

“It  was  a  46-second  surgery,  but  I 
thought  it  was  going  to  be  a  long,  drawn-out 
fight,”  he  explained.  “I  thought  Mora  was  going 
to  be  patient,  get  inside  and  try  to  stay  in  Sultan’s 
face  the  whole  night.” 

Margules  maintains  high  hopes  and  is 
excited  about  his  latest  sensation. 

“I  believe  ‘Sultan’  is  the  most  talented 
heavyweight  in  the  world,”  he  said. 

He  added  that  fans  and  the  experts 


(L-R)  Daniel  Gopher,  Cima  Georgevich,  Big  Cypress  Representative 
David  Cypress,  Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison 
S.R.  Tommie  and  Justin  Gonzalez  at  the  Madison  Square  Garden 
Theater  for  the  fight. 

should  expect  the  same  outcome 
for  Briggs,  when  the  two  finally 
meet,  June  2nd. 

“I  think  [Ibragimov]  is 
going  to  do  to  Briggs  what  he  did 
to  Mora,”  Margules  said. 

With  the  impressive  win, 
Ibragimov  can  now  focus  his 
attention  on  another  shot  at 
Briggs  in  a  heavyweight  division 
where  Ibragimov’s  other  Eastern 
European  brethren,  Oleg 
Maskaev,  Nikolay  Valuev,  and 
Wladimir  Klitschko,  currently 
hold  the  remaining  major  world 
titles.  The  next  step  for  the  south¬ 
paw  will  he  Briggs  in  Moscow. 

Other  action  on  the 
venue  included:  undefeated 
International  Boxing 
Organization  Intercontinental 
heavyweight  champion  Roman 
Greenberg  over  Michael  Simms 
in  10  rounds  by  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion.  In  welterweight  action,  a 
16-0  Shamone  Alvarez  defeated 
an  over-matched  Travis  Hartman 
in  2: 19  with  a  first  round  KO. 

In  the  light  welterweight 
Roman  Greenberg  (L)  uses  his  left  jab  versus  division,  Edgar  Santana  won  ver- 
Michael  Simms.  sus  Dairo  Jose  Esalas  by  split 


lewnwm  Tucunuh  totato 

wtoppre  m  rfrir  Jhr  taw  p* 
a^rtyiti>Vi?*ardPrfp, 
TteftaiSHwhEhfFrtLM 
pffie  at  %lfi  9 ftmri  Alju  urcfHJt 
frffk  9TJX5  WB  Amerfafl 
f  tiattn  BfiMrdF.Tfl  1 


For  Toumanrcni  I  nlonnitlmi: 

Em  jil  or  till  us! 

Anfdi  BLirnffi!  - 

Kerry  Glny  -  k^ny^haikeii,  &jjij 

Roto-ri  eerryhlil  Jr.  -  roheiTteiryli!l  l^hG-muM  .com 

Angela  Barmen;  7BS.749.84BS  Work 
Kerry  Glny;  785,832,6600  Work 
Rfiben  Berry hHI  Jr.s  785,556.2992  Home 
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Felix  DoBosz  Felix  DoBosz 

Jesus  Pabon  (R)  tries  to  avoid  a  stiff  jab  from  Sebastien  Hamel.  A  game  Sedrick  Fields  (L)  taunts  Michael  Moorer  (R). 


A  happy  Jonathan  Corn  prior  to  his  bout  v 
sus  Raul  Martinez 


Tribal  Pride  2  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 


Noe  Bolanos  (R)  sizes  up  Adailton  DeJesus  to  make  his  move. 


“Piolo”  Castillo  (27-3,  17  KOs), 
with  the  title  at  stake.  Caballero 
came  in  off  a  TKO  win  to  gain  the 
title  versus  Somsak  Sithchatchawal 
in  October  of  last  year.  Castillo 
was  trying  to  bounce  back  from  a 
loss  last  November  by  split-deci¬ 
sion  to  Takalani  Ndlovu. 

With  a  height  difference 
as  the  only  visible  mismatch  com¬ 
ing  in,  this  looked  on  paper  like  it 
would  be  a  war;  it  ended  in  a 
whimper.  The  5-foot- 11 -inch  lefty 
Caballero  used  his  reach  advantage 
the  entire  bout.  He  controlled  the 
tempo  of  the  fight  with  jabs  and 
stayed  on  the  move  over  the  5- 
foot-6-inch  Castillo.  Castillo  coun¬ 
tered  with  aggression  trying  to  cor¬ 
ner  Caballero  and  get  inside  to 
attack  the  body. 

The  bout  took  a  weird 
turn  for  the  worst  in  the  ninth 
round  however,  as  a  frustrated  and 
tiring  Castillo  took  a  page  out  of 
the  World  Wrestling  Entertainment 
as  he  intentionally  fell  on  top  of 
Caballero  causing  him  to  fall  in  the 
ring.  Amid  the  commotion, 
Castillo’s  camp  decided  to  call  it 
quits.  The  fight  was  called  at  the 
2:02  mark  of  the  ninth  round  and 
ruled  a  TKO  win  for  Caballero, 
who  retained  his  title. 

Seminole  Warrior’s 
Boxing  Executive  Director  Leon 
Margules  said  he  thought  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  quit  was  a  good  one  by 
Castillo  and  his  staff.  Without  a 
knockout,  Castillo  had  only  a 
very  small  chance  to 
come  back 


the  fight,  according  to  Margules. 

“It  was  a  very  good  stop¬ 
page,”  he  said.  “There  was  no  rea¬ 
son  for  him  to  continue.” 

Other  bouts  scheduled 
included:  Adailton  DeJesus  in  a 
win  over  Noe  Bolanos  by  unani¬ 
mous  decision  in  eight  rounds  in 
super  featherweight  action  and 
Raul  Marquez  over  Jonathan  Com 
by  KO  in  the  first  round  of  super 
middleweight  action. 

Former  three-time  cham¬ 
pion  Michael  Moorer  continued  his 
comeback  with  his  second  straight 
win  by  unanimous  decision  over 
energized  veteran  Sedrick  Fields  in 
10  rounds  of  heavyweights. 

In  an  evenly  matched 
cruiserweight  match-up,  Shawn 
Hawk  and  Ed  Perry  slugged  it  out 
in  route  to  a  draw  in  eight  rounds. 

In  lightweight  action, 
Ramon  Guevara  scored  an  upset 
win  over  the  previous  undefeated 
Jorge  Paez  Jr.  by  TKO  in  the 
fourth  round,  and  Jesus  Pabon  got 
a  unanimous  decision  win  in  12 
rounds  versus  Sebastien  Hamel. 

Members  of  the  Tribal 
Council  were  in  attendance  to 
enjoy  the  action,  including 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative 
David  Cypress,  Trial  Liaison 
William  Osceola  and  Fort  Pierce 
Liaison  S.  R.  Tommie. 

The  next  scheduled  event 
for  Warriors  and  the  Hard  Rock  is 
a  nationally  televised  event  tenta¬ 
tively  set  for  May  16,  featuring 
Glen  “The  Road  Warrior” 
Johnson. 


Jonathan  Corn  (L)  uses  his  jab  to  hold  off  Raul  Martinez. 


Steven  Bowers  presents  the  colors. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  In 

their  first  collaboration,  they  made 
history  as  the  first  two  Native 
American  Tribes  to  present  a 
championship  card,  Tribal  Pride,  in 
May  of  2006.  An  encore  was  in 
order  on  March  16. 


In  Tribal  Pride  2, 

Seminole  Warriors  Boxing,  Sycuan 
Ringside  Promotions,  LLC  and  the 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  would 
once  again  join  forces  presenting 
seven  entertaining  matches  during 
the  evening.  The  action  was  broad¬ 
cast  live  on  Telefutura  Deportes 


The  champ  gathers  himself  between  rounds. 


(Spanish)  Television. 

The  main  event  featured 
two  of  the  world’s  top  10  best  at 
super-bantamweight  as  current 
World  Boxing  Association  champi¬ 
on  Celestino  “Pelenchin” 
Caballero  (25-2,  18  KOs) 
faced  Ricardo 


Attention  Parents  and  Students 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 


We  now  offer  up  to  fi 
hours  a  week  of  privc 
tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help 
in  any  academic  subject 


We  can  also  pro- 
de  assistance 
for  all  students 
preparing  for 
the  SAT  and  ACT 


Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 

"Handling  Criminal  Cases  Aorns  Florida  For  Over  20  Years 

I  a.w  Office  of  Scull  fi  Cupp,  LLC 
400  EaccuOvc  Center  Dri  ve,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Bcadi,  Florida  3340 1 
(561)684-3625 
Fix;  (561)  686*4567 
cuppkw  1 956Miell5muh.net 
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❖  Complex 

Continued  from  page  1 


“Because  we  live  in  Florida,”  the  council  rep¬ 
resentative  noted,  “we  have  several  months  each  year 
when  the  arena  is  nearly  impossible  to  use  because  of 
the  heavy  rainfall  and  its  effect  on  the  uncovered 
grounds.  When  this  project  is  complete,  this  will  no 
longer  be  an  issue.  We  will  have  a  year-round  facility.” 

Recalling  “the  wonderful  man  in  whose 
memory  this  arena  was  originally  built,”  Cypress 
declared,  “I  am  proud  to  say  that  Junior  Cypress  was 
my  uncle. 

“Cattle  was  his  life  and  as  you  know,  work  is 
never  done  when  you  work  with  cattle.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  early  development  of  the  cattle  industry 
for  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  introduced  many  of  the 
next  generation  into  this  line  of  work.  I  think  I  can 
speak  for  him  when  I  say  that  he  would  be  very  happy 
to  have  this  wonderful  complex  named  for  him 
because  it  promotes  a  lifestyle  in  which  he  believed 
and  creates  a  future  for  our  younger  generations  who 


were  so  important  to  him.” 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative  Paul 
Bowers  said,  “I  definitely  support  this  project,  which 
has  been  a  long  time  coming.  During  one  particularly 
wet  summer,  Mitchell  and  I  promised  the  youngsters 
competing  here  in  High  School  Rodeo  that  we  would 
have  a  roof  over  their  heads  when  they  returned.  Some 
of  them  are  now  running  pro  circuit  and  wonder 
‘Where’s  the  roof?’  By  this  time  next  year,  they  won’t 
have  to  wonder  anymore.” 

Junior  Cypress’s  son,  Jonah,  thanked  every¬ 
one  on  behalf  of  his  father. 


ish  our  surroundings  and 
allow  life  to  renew  itself. 
That  doesn’t  happen  with 
what  is  planted  in  the  heart 
of  a  man  for  his  community. 
It  takes  pride,  ideas,  actions 
and  results  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,  and  that  is  what  is  tak¬ 
ing  place  here.” 

Pointing  to  Jonah 
Cypress  and  remembering 
her  first  encounter  with  him, 


“My  dad  would  have  been  very  proud  to  have  Tommie  said,  “He  is  a  spe- 


his  name  placed  on  something  as  wonderful  as  this, 
he  said,  “because  it  promotes  the  things  that  he  built 
his  life  around  —  cattle,  children,  honest  values, 
responsibility  and  a  bright  future  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe.” 

“A  face-lift  for  these  rodeo  grounds  is  long 
overdue,”  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said.  “I  can 
remember  our  first  rodeos  being  held  in  some  pens 
over  on  what  is  now  the  airstrip.  James  Billie  envi¬ 
sioned  this  arena  and  moved  it  here.  It  was  obvious  to 
everyone  from  the  very  beginning 
whose  name  it  should  carry.  I  am 
proud  to  say  that  Junior  Cypress  was 
my  uncle.  He  was  with  cattle  24 
hours  a  day  and  children  whenever 
possible.  He  had  a  keen  interest  in 
youth  and  always  made  time  for 
them.  Back  when  dividends  were  $25 
apiece,  he  would  load  us  up  in  his 
cattle  truck  and  take  us  into  town. 
This  brings  back  very  fond  memories 
for  me  of  a  much  simpler  time  when 
our  needs  were  small  and  I  looked  up 
to  this  man,  who  for  me  was  10  feet 
tall.” 

“Today  is  very  important,” 
said  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally 
Tommie.  “Standing  here  in  Big 
Cypress,  there  is  a  natural  beauty  that 
none  of  us  can  take  credit  for  —  the 


cial  person  with  a  big  smile 
and  an  unlimited  laugh.  In 
Jonah  I  see  the  epitome  of 
what  his  father  would  have 
wanted  in  a  son.” 

Reminiscing  about 
Junior  Cypress,  she  contin¬ 
ued,  “That  wasn’t  a  cattle 
truck  that  he  drove  —  it  was 
a  vehicle  to  steer  the  children 
away  from  the  things  in  the 
street.  It  was  guidance  to 
make  a  dream  a  reality.” 

O.B.  Osceola  Jr. 


Paul  Bowers,  David  Cypress  and  Mitchell  Cypress  are  closely  examining 
the  architectural  renderings  for  the  project. 


Aerial  photo  of  the  current  Junior  Cypress  Entertainment 
Complex 


birds  and  the  quiet,  intense  surround¬ 
ings  of  the  cypress  trees  and  open 
pastures.  Birds  drop  seeds  to  renour- 


Architectual  rendering  of  the  new  covered  rodeo  arena 


recalled,  “When  I  was  small  in  the  early  70 ’s,  I  would 
come  out  to  Big  Cypress  with  my  dad,  O.B.  Sr.,  to  sell 
beads  and  buy  rolls  of  patchwork.  Thanks  to  our  lead¬ 
ers,  the  changes  I  have  seen  in  the  last  25  years  are 
incredible.” 

“I  came  to  this  reservation  17  years  ago  as  a 
counselor,”  Nery  Mejicano  said.  “David  Cypress  told 
me  I  was  burned  out  and  had  too  much  to  offer  to  stay 
where  I  was.  He  pulled  me  out  and  gave  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  part  of  the  future  and  I  am  very  grateful  to 
him.  Thanks  to  leaders  like  him,  I  have  seen  Big 
Cypress  transform  before  my  eyes  and  today  is  just 
another  example  of  the  progress  that  is  taking  place. 
Leaders  like  David  Cypress  have  helped  put  Big 
Cypress  on  the  map  as  a  destination.” 

Assistant  Director  of  Big  Cypress  Natural 
sunshine,  beautiful  blue  skies,  circling  Resources  Richard  Bowers  recalled,  “I  grew  up  in  the 
shadow  of  such  wonderful  men  as  Junior  Cypress  and 
am  proud  to  say  that  I  chose  my  profession  because  of 
what  I  learned  from  them.  Our  elders  are  one  of  our 
most  precious  natu¬ 
ral  resources  and 
we  should  cherish 
what  we  can  learn 
from  them  and  put 
it  to  good  use.  This 
is  a  proud  day  for 
the  Seminole  Tribe 
and  an  investment 
in  the  future  of  our 
young  people.” 

Josh 

Jumper  commented, 
“This  facility  will 
be  here  for  years  to 
come  serving  our 
community,  but  the 
difference  it  will 
make  for  the  chil- 
judy  weeks  dren  can  not  be 

Richard  Bowers  joins  members  of  the  construction  crew  in  examin-  measured  in  words, 
ing  the  aerial  surveys.  I  take  my  hat  off 


Josh  Jumper’s  children,  who  grew  up  in  this 
arena,  take  part  in  the  groundbreaking  cere¬ 
monies. 

today  to  the  leaders  who  had  the  foresight  to  realize 
what  youth  programs  like  the  ones  generated  by  this 
facility  mean  to  the  development  of  our  next  genera¬ 
tion.  I  grew  up  in  rodeo  arenas  like  this  one  and 
dreamed  of  the  day  when  I  too  could  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,  and  you  have  made  that  possible.  Today  marks  a 
new  beginning  for  an  old  story  and  I  am  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  it.” 


COMPLETE 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CENTER 


hutfjj/irv  the  bands  tn  make  yq 
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Wdlness-T^iirc 
Reflexology 
Physical  Therapy 
Massage  The  rap 
Nutritional  Counsel'll 
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Rodeo  *  Ko-waa-ye  Esb-ham-pj-Ieesh-ke  ❖  Curakkc  Obapokety 

Championship  Bull  Riding  to  Air  on  ESPN 

Brighton  s  Fred  Smith  Arena  Featured 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Rodeo  fans  should  set 
their  TVs  to  ESPN  on  April  14  at  4  p.m.  and  to 
ESPN2  on  April  19  at  3  p.m.  to  watch  the 
world’s  top  bull  riders  performing  in  Seminole 
Country. 

These  telecasts  will  showcase  the  Fred 
Smith  Arena.  Here  on  March  10,  the  Tribe  host¬ 
ed  one  of  the  top  rodeo  shows  of  the 
Professional  Rodeo  Cowboy  Association 
(PRCA)  season.  Eight-time  world  champion 
Donnie  Gray  will  handle  the  color  commentary, 
sure  to  entertain  rodeo  fans  watching  the  tough¬ 
est  sport  on  dirt. 

ESPN  filmed  40  of  the  top  bull  riders  in 
the  world  competing  for  a  $69,000  purse  in  the 
Dodge  Xtreme  Bulls  Seminole  Classic.  There  are 
1 1  rodeo  tours  in  the  Xtreme  Bulls  series  and 
only  top  arenas  are  chosen  for  this  production. 

The  event  opened  theatrically  with  lights 
out,  then  a  lone  spotlight  shining  on  Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper  Jr., 
dressed  in  tradi¬ 
tional  warrior 
clothes,  standing 
defiantly  in  front 
of  a  campfire.  He 
picked  up  a  spear, 
walked  a  few 
paces  and  hurled 
it  into  the  ground, 
where  it  created  a 
sudden  bolt  of  fire 
spreading  its  elec¬ 
trifying  branding- 
iron  pattern  of  an 
X  across  the 
ground. 

In  a  com- 

Leanna  Billie  handles  the  manding  voice 

spotlight  at  the  ESPN  bull-  amid  more 

riding  event. _  pyrotechnics,  the 

announcer  intro¬ 
duced  the  40  bull  riders  as  they 
entered  the  ring.  When  the 
lights  came  up,  the  Seminole 
Color  Guard  presented  the 
salute  to  the  flag  and  the  audi¬ 
ence  stood  for  The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner. 

The  Seminole  Classic 
is  one  of  many  rodeo  tours  pre¬ 
sented  throughout  the  year  by 
PRCA  Pro  Rodeo.  Others 
include  the  Wrangler  ProRodeo 
Tour,  the  Professional 
Women’s  Barrel  Racing  and 
the  Circuit  system,  in  which 
cowboys  battle  to  become  the 
best  in  their  regions  and  quali¬ 
fy  for  the  Dodge  National 


u 


Cowboys  from  all  over  the  USA  competing  in  the  Xtreme  Bulls  Rodeo  Tour. 


Susan  Etxebarria 


Circuit  Finals  Rodeo. 

World  champion  bull  riders  earn  good 
money.  Matt  Austin  set  a  new  PRCA  single-sea- 
son  earnings  record  in  2006  after  winning 
$320,766  in  bull  riding. 

Even  though  there  were  no  Seminole 
cowboys  in  the  top  40,  the 
Seminole-owned  bulls  of  5-Star 
Rodeo  were  selected  as  some  of 
the  meanest  stock  available.  Marti 
Johns’s  and  Paul  Bowers  Jr.’s 
bulls  were  chosen  to  perform  in 
the  company  of  the  best  in  the 
industry,  including  bulls  brought 
in  from  the  Four  L  Rodeo 
Company  and  Southwick 
Robertson  Wilson  of  Texas  — 
some  of  the  highest-rated  bulls  in 
the  nation. 

At  this  rodeo  level,  the 
bulls  are  known  by  name  and  rep¬ 
utation,  and  they  compete  for 
prize  money,  too.  It  was  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  some  of  these  bulls  that 
motivated  Cody  Hancock  of 

Taylor, 

Ariz.,  to  shrug  off 
injuries  to  win  the 
Xtreme  Bulls  Tour. 

In  February, 
after  riding  his  first 
bull  at  the  San  Antonio 
Stock  Show  and 
Rodeo,  Hancock  got 


great  bulls.  Great  bulls  make  rodeo  stars. 

At  Brighton,  Hancock,  the  2000  world 
champion  bull  rider,  won  his  second  event  in  four 
tries  this  year  when  he  scored  178.5  on  two  rides, 
earned  $15,058  and  moved  to  No.  6  in  the 
ProRodeo  Cowboys  World  Standings.  Not  bad  for 
a  cowboy  who  considered 
not  entering  the  Seminole 
Classic  due  to  injury. 

In  a  combined 
effort  involving  more  than 
200  people  working  for  the 
PRCA,  Winnercom  Sports 
and  the  Seminole  Tribe, 
ESPN  captured  a  spectacu¬ 
lar  and  highly  professional 
show  filled  with  excite¬ 
ment  and  surprises. 

“This  was  a  good 
crowd  for  TV  cameras,” 
said  Sam  Dunn  of 
Winnercom  Sports,  who 
managed  the  entire  pro¬ 
duction.  “We  know  that 
this  event  is  important  to 
the  Tribe.  It  gives  this 

arena  exposure.” 

The  honor  of  showcasing  this  arena  on 
ESPN  testifies  to  the  quality  of  the  arena  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Brighton’s  Rodeo  Grounds  staff, 
now  under  the  management  of  Amos  Tiger.  He 
and  the  Brighton  staff  were  hard  at  work  the 
entire  time. 

A  cowboy  from  Roseburg,  Ore.,  Jason 


Rodeo 

Contestants  Hit 
the  Road  Again 


Bullrider  Cody  Hancock  receives 
buckle  from  World  Champ  Donnie 
Gray  and  Brighton  Council  Rep. 
Andrew  Bowers. 


Etxebarria 

Rodeo  grounds  manager  Amos  Tiger  with 
world  champ  Donnie  Gray 


off  and  the  bull  stepped  Mattox,  said  he  liked  the  Fred  Smith  Arena.  Being 

on  his  chest.  The  from  the  rainy  Northwest,  he  said,  he  liked  the 

impact  broke  one  rib,  fact  it  was  a  covered  arena. 

cracked  others  and  Ron  Mandes,  a  former  bull  rider  and  now 

slightly  punctured  one  a  professional  rodeo  photographer  from 

lung.  Hancock  said  he  Brooksville,  Fla.,  took  hundreds  of  photos  dining 

almost  didn’t  enter  this  the  event.  He  also  said  the  Fred  Smith  Arena  was 

event,  but  changed  his  a  good  venue  for  the  event. 

mind  when  he  heard  “It  think  it  really  went  well,”  he  said.  “I 

there  would  be  some  had  a  blast  and  the  bulls  bucked  well.” 


By  Emma  Brown 

PIERSON,  Fla.  —  The  Brighton  cowboys  and 
cowgirls  were  on  the  road  again  during  the  weekend  of 
March  10-11.  This  time,  they  traveled  north  to  Pierson, 
Fla.  to  compete. 

The  weather  was  beautiful  for  the  two-day 
rodeo,  which  also  counted  as  two  rodeos  for  the  contest¬ 
ants.  Only  four  rodeos  remain  before  the  state  finals  com¬ 
petition  in  June. 

Results  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Saturday  performance, 

March  10:  Jacoby  Johns, 
second  in  bareback;  Shelby 
Osceola,  first  in  breakaway 
and  fifth  in  team  roping; 

Sunday  performance,  March 
1 1 :  Shelby  Osceola,  second  in 
team  roping;  Sheyanna 
Osceola,  ninth  in  barrel 
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Movin’  On  (R),  Seminole  Family  (C)  and  American  Royalty  (L)  a 
display  at  the  R.A.  Grey  Building  in  Tallahassee. 


Seminole  Broadcasting 

(L-R)  The  king,  his  servant  and  the  queen,  which 
make  up  American  Royalty 


❖  Sculpture 

Continued  from  page  1 

Bronze  by  Cooley  team  of  Lamont,  Fla. 
Bronze  by  Cooley,  consisting  of  father 
Brad  Cooley  and  son  Bradley  Cooley  Jr., 
created  the  tableau  as  an  homage  to 
Florida’s  native  peoples. 

All  three  groups  of  sculptures  cre¬ 
ated  to  date  can  be  seen  outside  the  R.A. 
Grey  Building.  The  final  work  in  the 
series,  to  be  housed  at  the  same  location, 
will  feature  Indians  from  the  pre- 


Columbian  era.  It  is  slated  for  unveiling  in 
March  2008. 

American  Royalty  depicts 
Floridian  Indians  in  the  1500s,  the  time  of 
colonization  by  Europeans.  The  Cooleys 
studied  drawings  by  16th  century  French 
artist  Jacques  Le  Moyne  to  maintain  his¬ 
toric  integrity  when  creating  the  sculptures. 
LeMoyne  traveled  throughout  the 
Jacksonville  area  and  artistically  recorded 
the  Timucuan  people  of  the  area. 

The  first  set  of  sculptures,  titled 
Movin’  On,  features  a  Miccosukee  family 
from  the  20th  century.  Movin’  On  was 


unveiled  to  the  public  on  March  15,  2005. 
The  second  features  a  Seminole  man, 
woman  and  child  and  is  titled  Seminole 
Family.  This  bronze  likeness  of  19th  centu¬ 
ry  Seminoles  was  unveiled  on  March  15, 
2006. 

After  the  unveiling  of  American 
Royalty,  the  group  of  Seminole  citizens, 
several  invited  members  of  the  public  and 
museum  staff  went  into  the  museum  for 
refreshments.  Cypress  expressed  his  view 
of  the  day’s  events  and  explained  how 
important  it  is  to  continue  this  recognition 
of  Native  Americans  in  Florida. 


(L-R)  Nancy  Frank,  Brighton  Tribal  Council  Representative  Andrew  Bowers,  Maggie  Garcia,  Bobby  Henry,  Annie  Henry,  Peggy 
Cubis,  Linda  O.  Henry  and  Susie  Doctor  stand  with  all  three  American  Royalty  sculptures. 


Micki  Free  Donates 
Treasures  to  Hard  Rock 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Family, 
friends  and  invited  guests  gathered 
together  to  celebrate  a  thrilling  event  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  on  March  23. 

Cherokee  and  Comanche  multi¬ 
platinum  recording  artist  Micki  Free 
contributed  his  actual  Grammy  award 
statute,  as  well  as  a  guitar,  a  flute,  a 
sequined  black  vest  and  an  autographed 
photo  of  himself  performing,  to  the 
Hard  Rock’s  collection.  All  items  are 
currently  on  display  at 
the  Hollywood 
Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino. 

Fort  Pierce 
Liaison  S.R.  Tommie 
emceed  the  donation 
event.  Tommie  intro¬ 
duced  guest  speakers 
who  said  how  proud 
and  honored  the 
Seminoles  are  to  be 
associated  with  Free, 
who  works  for  the 
Tribe  as  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  promotions. 

Tribal  lead¬ 
ers  and  Hard  Rock 
executives  took  turns 
congratulating  Free 
on  his  career  and 
musical  accomplish¬ 
ments,  which  include 
winning  both 
Grammy  and  Nammy 
awards.  The  speakers 
also  thanked  him  for 
his  generous  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  priceless 
Hard  Rock  memora¬ 
bilia  collection. 


We  are 

thrilled  to  add  these 
rare  and  valuable 
items  from  this  influ¬ 
ential  Native  American  artist  to  the 
largest  memorabilia  collection  in  the 
world,”  said  Don  Bemstine,  manager  of 
acquisitions/artist  relations  for  Hard 
Rock  International. 

Free  played  his  wooden  flute 
and  enchanted  the  crowd  with  a  brief 
rendition  of  one  of  his  Nammy-award- 
winning  tunes. 

“As  a  Native  American  descen¬ 
dant  and  deputy  director  of  promotions, 

I  share  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  vision  of 
making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
Seminole  youth  —  especially  those  who 
dream  of  making  it  big  in  the  entertain¬ 
ment  industry,”  Free  said.  “I  am  honored 
to  donate  my  memorabilia  to  the  Tribe 
and  I  hope  it  will  serve  as  a  testament  to 


the  success  that  perseverance  brings.  I 
hope  that  I  can,  in  any  way,  pass  on 
some  of  the  blessings  I  have  received  in 
my  life.” 

Free  went  on  to  make  a  few 
jokes  but  also  took  the  time  to  thank  his 
family,  friends  and  the  great  leadership 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  the  Hard 
Rock. 

Then  it  was  time  to  get  down 
with  a  rockin’  jam  session.  Free  led  an 
all-star  band  with  fellow  musicians  and 


friends  including  Jon  Brant,  formerly  of 
Cheap  Trick;  Curly  Smith,  former  drum¬ 
mer  for  Boston;  and  Jean  Beauvoir,  for¬ 
mer  singer  of  The  Flamingos. 

They  played  a  set  featuring 
three  rock  ‘n’  roll  classics,  to  which 
everyone  seemed  to  know  the  words. 
They  started  off  with  the  classic  Rolling 
Stones  anthem  “  Jumpin  ’  Jack  Flash,” 
followed  by  Led  Zeppelin’s  “Rock  And 
Roll”  and  finally  The  Wild  Ones’  “Wild 
Thing”  which  artists  including  Jimi 
Hendrix  and  The  Troggs  have  covered. 

Guests  also  enjoyed  a  delicious 
selection  of  entrees  for  lunch  followed 
by  a  giant  chocolate  cake  shaped  like  an 
electric  guitar  to  commemorate  the 
occasion. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Micki  Free  enjoys  performing  at  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe. 
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Announcements  *  Abaafoeeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Congratulations 


Happy  Birthday 


To  Pete, 

Congratulations  on  your  new 
position  as  vice  treasurer.  You  are  doing  a 
great  job  and  keep  up  the  hard  work. 
Pagaache  and  I  are  so  proud  of  you. 

With  love, 

Mercedes  and  Draven  Osceola- 


Congratulations  to  our  son,  Peter 


Anthony  Osceola-Hahn.  We  remember 
the  quote  over  the  football  locker  room  at 
the  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
Stadium.  It  said:  “Have  you  made  your 
ancestors  proud  today?”  We  want  you  to 
know  we  continue  to  be  proud  of  your 
efforts  and  accomplishments  in  life.  We 
know  this  is  just  the  beginning. 

Love, 

Mom  and  Dad 


Poem 


Can  You  See  The  Pride  in  the  Panther? 


Can  you  see  the  pride  in  the  Panther  by  the 
way  he  or  she  walks? 

They  hold  their  heads  up  high  surviving  by 
the  traditional  ways  that  are  taught. 

So  much  has  changed  since  our  ancestors’ 
days, 

But  it’s  still  a  cold  cruel  world. 

Learn  the  language,  culture  and  traditional 
ways. 

That  way  you  won’t  be  one-dimensional 
—  you  could  survive  in  the  city  or  wild. 
Master  what  you  are  taught;  one  day  you 
will  teach  a  child. 

It’s  a  blessing  to  be  a  Panther  and  an  honor 
to  be  a  Seminole. 

Always  represent  and  be  proud,  India  J.C. 
Harjo. 


You  are  part  of  the  only  unconquered  in 
the  United  States. 

No  one  else  can  say  they  stood  toe  to  toe 
against  their  government  of  hate. 

Baby  girl,  learn  the  language,  culture  and 
the  traditional  way  of  life. 

It’s  the  key  to  survival  in  this  land  of  so 
much  strife. 

Can  you  see  the  pride  in  the  Panther  by  the 
way  he  or  she  can  withstand  the  tests  of 
time? 

Baby  girl,  we  are  always  there  for  our  own 
kind. 

—  Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


From  Now  On 


From  now  on  —  that’s  what  the  judge  said 
—  in  society’s  eyes  I’m  considered  dead. 
Because  that’s  really  what  a  life  sentence 
means,  to  enter  society  again  will  only  be 
in  a  dream. 

Only  the  strong  survive  in  a  situation  as 
mine,  since  day  one  I’ve  been  strong  and 
day  after  day  I  get  stronger  ain’t  nothing  to 
this  four  letter  word  called  “Time.” 

Each  day  that  goes  by  is  just  another  day 
in  this  cell;  missing  the  streets  of 
Hollywood,  Miami  and  Fort  Lauderdale. 
It’s  been  several  years  since  I  been  away 


still  ain’t  no  sunshine,  it’s  no  ones  fault  but 
my  own  for  living  that  life  of  crime. 

Word  to  the  wise  it  might  not  be  too  late, 
change  your  ways  before  you  too  end  up 
with  an  unknown  release  date. 

From  now  on  unless  the  courts  set  me  free, 
this  warrior  Ike  will  always  stand  strong 
even  as  I  become  in  society  a  distant  mem¬ 
ory. 

—  Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


Victim  of  Love 


As  I  am  here  on  my  lonely  bed, 

And  contemplate  on  the  day  that  I  met  you 
I  am  left  with  no  options,  but  to  feel  blue. 
Why  you  ask? 

Well  the  first  time  I  saw  you,  you  enrap¬ 
tured  my  mind  . . . 

I  can’t  stop  thinking  of  you,  while  I  am 
doing  this  time  . . . 

I  wish  I  could  see  you, 

Or  at  least  hear  your  beautiful  voice  . . . 

But  these  prison  bricks, 

Won’t  give  me  a  choice  . . . 

I  still  keep  in  mind,  that  I  met  you  in 
October  ... 

Your  soft  warming  voice  had  me  going 
astray. 

You  made  me  a  victim, 

With  your  beautiful  looks  . . . 

Hypnotized  by  your  eyes, 

I  must  say,  “I  was  hooked.” 

I  still  remember  the  night, 


That  you  rung  up  my  cell  . . . 

Thank  you  for  being  a  beautiful  woman, 
You  were  concerned, 

Of  me  being  well  . . . 

“Damn!”  I  tell  myself, 

“How  did  I  miss  those  calls?” 

While  I’m  lying  in  bed,  surrounded  by 
walls. 

This  poem’s  from  a  man  that  met  a 
princess  in  October. 

That’s  hoping  and  wishing, 

That  destiny  won’t  put  them  away. 

P.S.  Bricks  and  bars  could  keep  me  in 
prison,  but  with  you  in  my  mind  I’m  keep¬ 
ing  it  real. 

True  2  Life, 

—  Alex  T. 

Otter  Clan 


Help  Wanted 


Position  Title:  Network 
Administrator/Seminole  Police  Department 
Department:  Information  Technology 
Location:  Seminole  Police 
Department,  assigned  to  the 
Hollywood  Reservation 
Salary:  $52,000 


Minimum 

Qualifications:  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  information  systems  or 
related  field  or  four  to  six  years  of 
related  experience  and  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  certifications  preferred:  MCSE 
(2000  or  2003),  CCNA,  CCIE  and/or  MCP. 


Duties:  Plan,  design  and  maintain 
the  police  agency’s  Tribal- wide  network 
systems  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
integrity  and  network  security. 
Troubleshoot,  evaluate,  and  sug¬ 
gest/implement  new  technologies 
for  the  network  for  proper  func¬ 
tionality  of  network  resources  to 
provide  users  with  secure  access 
to  computerized  programs  and 
data.  Diagnose  problems,  deficien¬ 
cies  and  abnormal  conditions  and 
initiate  actions  to  ensure  that  they  are 
resolved  in  a  timely  manner. 


Happy  birthday  to  Grandma’s 
Moo  Cow,  Jewel.  I  love  you.  You  have  a 
blessed  day  and  hope  you  have  fun. 
Love, 

Grandma  Aranita  and  family 


Happy  birthday  to  Jordan,  my 
Tomato.  God  blessed  me  with  a  beautiful 
angel.  You  turned  out  to  be  a  sweet  young 
lady.  Keep  your  head  up,  stay  focused  and 
stay  strong.  Respect  yourself  always  and 
respect  others.  Happy  Sweet  16! 

Love  you, 

Mommy  Aranita  and  family 


We  would  like  to  wish  our  baby 
girl  Saniya  Kay  Rodrigues  a  happy  first 
birthday  on  April  4.  This  year  has  gone  by 
so  fast.  We  love  you  more  than  anything. 

Love, 

Mom  (Karen)  and  Dad  (Stan) 


We  would  like  to  wish  a  very  happy  birthday  to  Pete  Osceola-Hahn  on  April 
13.  We  are  happy  to  have  you  in  our  lives  and  couldn’t  ask  for  a  better  husband,  father, 
uncle  and  brother-in-law. 

Love, 

Mercedes,  Pagaache,  Haliput,  Tazumi,  Nageesh,  Tasha,  JoJo  and  Courtney 


Happy  birthday 
March  14 

Biker  Lady 


Happy  1st  birthday  Tyla  “TyTy” 
Heard.  It’s  unbelievable  how  fast  you  are 
growing  . . .  time  flies  when  you’re  having 
fun!  Slow  down  a  little  bit  and  try  not  to 
pass  up  your  big  sister  Stailee.  We  love 
you  so  much  and  continue  to  show  us  how 
big  you  are. 

Love, 

Mom  and  Dad,  Bubba  and  Sisser, 
Grandpa  Moke  and  Uncle  Blake  and  all 
your  family  from  Oklahoma 


Jada  Sky  Holdiness,  we  are  so 
proud  of  you  and  all  that  you  have  accom¬ 
plished  in  such  a  short  time.  You  turned  6 
years  old  on  April  4,  but  you  are  still  our 
special  baby  in  every  aspect  of  our  daily 
lives.  You  make  us  laugh  and  every 
moment  spent  with  you  will  be  treasured 
in  our  hearts  forever.  You  are  and  always 
will  be,  our  baby,  Chencha. 

Love  you  forever, 

Mom,  Broder,  Nana,  Jeka, 
Mantha  and  Lilo 


Happy  birthday  Hooks! 
From, 

Laytee  and  Achonnaheche’s 


Momma 


ebrating  her  3rd  birthday  on  April  10. 
Have  a  blast  at  Benihana’s  baby! 

We  love  you, 

Mom,  Pop  Pop,  Wes,  Dominic 
and  the  entire  family 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Six  Native  Artists  Awarded  SWAIA  Fellowships 


Diverse  Backgrounds , 
Skills  Included  in 
Talented  Group 

Submitted  by  SWAIA 

SANTA  FE  — The 
Southwestern  Association  for  Indian 
Arts  (SWAIA),  the  organization  that 
produces  the  annual  Santa  Fe  Indian 
Market,  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
recipients  of  its  2007  fellowship 
awards  for  Native  American  artists. 

Recipients  include:  Roger 
Amerman  (Choctaw  Nation  of 
Oklahoma)  for  beadwork/diverse 
arts,  Diane  Douglas-Willard  (Haida) 
for  weaving  (basketry),  Ira  Lujan 
(Taos  Pueblo)  for  sculpture  (glass), 
Beverly  Rose  Moran/Bear  King 
(Standing  Rock  Sioux)  for 
beadwork/diverse  arts,  Rainy  Naha 
(Hopi)  for  pottery  and  Penny  Singer 
(Dine)  for  diverse  arts  (clothing 
design). 

The  fellowship  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1980  to  provide  financial 
support  to  exceptionally  talented 
American  Indian  artists  from  across  the 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Roger  Amerman 


nation.  It  also  provides  a  substantial  cash 
award,  exhibit  space  at  the  Santa  Fe 
Indian  Market  and  increased  national 
exposure  for  the  deserving  recipients. 

George  Toya,  SWAIA  board 
member  and  fellowship  committee  chair, 
said:  “This  year  we  received  more  appli¬ 
cations  than  ever  before,  making  the 
selection  process  even  more  difficult. 
However,  we  are  really  pleased  with  the 
breadth  of  the  final  recipients’  talents, 
Tribal  backgrounds  and  plans  for  using 
their  fellowship  monies.” 

SWAIA’s  Honoring  Reception 
to  formally  recognize  these  award  recipi¬ 
ents  will  be  held  June  7  at  the  La  Fonda 
Hotel  in  downtown  Santa  Fe.  Tickets  are 
$50  and  include  hors  d’oeuvres  and 
wine.  Proceeds  will  benefit  SWAIA,  a 
nonprofit  organization,  and  its  programs 
for  native  artists. 

Please  call  the  SWAIA 
Development  Department  at  (505)  983- 
5220  before  June  1  to  RSVP.  For  more 
information  about  SWAIA,  please  visit 
www.swaia.org. 

Roger  Amerman  ( Choctaw  Nation  of 
Oklahoma)  -  Beadwork/Diverse  Arts 

Amerman  is  an  accomplished 
bead  worker  who  is  inspired  by  the 
history  and  traditions  of  Southeast  Tribal 
peoples.  His  work  draws  on  the  strong, 
fluid  movement  and  stunning 


symbolism,  which  are  typical  of 
Southeast-style  designs,  using  sun,  stars, 
serpents,  mythical  animals  and  cultural 
heroes  in  his  colorful  pieces. 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Diane  Douglas-Willard 


He  is  a  multiple  award  winner 
whose  honors  include  two  Best  of  Show 
awards  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Arts 
Show  in  Tushka  Homa,  Oklahoma, 
four  prizes  at  the  Speelyi-Mi  Indian 
Art  Market  in  Spokane,  Wash,  and 
one  at  the  Indian  Art  Northwest  in 
Portland. 

He  said  he  plans  to  use  his 
fellowship  money  to  produce  a  full- 
length  Choctaw  hunting  coat. 
Amerman  said  it  will  be  a  project  akin 
in  magnitude  to  Michelangelo’s 
Sistine  Chapel  as  it  requires  traveling 
to  acquire  buckskins  and  five  different 
types  of  beads  in  more  than  30  colors. 
He  said  he  will  also  have  to  research 
how  to  replicate  traditional  designs. 

Diane  Douglas-Willard  (Haida)  - 
Weaving 
(Basketry) 

Douglas- 
Willard  is  a 
traditional  Haida 
weaver  who  uses 
materials  such  as 
cedar  bark  and 
spruce  root  to 
painstakingly  create 
her  pieces. 

Although  she 
mostly  makes 
baskets,  she  also 
does  Raven’s  Tail 
and  Chilkat 
weaving  styles  in 
clothing  and 
accessories.  She 
has  been  an 
instructor  and 
demonstrator  at  the 
Totem  Heritage 
Center  in 
Ketchikan,  Alaska 
and  an  award 
winner  at  art 
centers  and  exhibits 
across  the  country. 

Douglas- 
Willard’s  work  can 
be  found  in  the 
permanent 
collections  of  the 
Alaska  Native 
Heritage  Center, 


and  the  Anchorage  Museum,  both  in 
Anchorage  and  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  in  Washington,  D.C. 

She  said  her  fellowship  will  be 
used  to  make  a  Raven’s  Tail  robe  using 
sea  otter  fur  as  the  warp.  In  the  past, 
Raven’s  Tail  robes  and  leggings  were 
made  for  those  with  chief  status  and 
very  few  of  the  old  robes  have  survived 
intact. 

“I  have  studied  with  Cheryl 
Samuel,  who  wrote  the  book  on  Raven’s 
Tail,  so  Raven’s  Tail  weaving  has  not 
been  lost,”  Douglas-Willard  said. 

Her  education  includes 
American  Indian  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Washington,  as  well  as  a 
certificate  of  merit  from  the  Totem 
Heritage  Center  in  Ketchikan,  Alaska. 

Ira  Lujan  (Taos  Pueblo)  -  Sculpture 
(Glass) 

Lujan  is  literally  one  of  a 
handful  of  emerging  Native  glass 
artists.  He  has  studied  with  noted 
Native  American  glass  artists  Tony 
Jojola  at  the  Taos  Glass  Art  and 
Education  Center  in  New  Mexico  and 
Preston  Singletary  at  Pilchuck  Glass 
School  in  Washington. 

He  said  he  is  inspired  by  the 
freedom  he  has  found  in  incorporating 
everyday  Pueblo  utilitarian  objects  into 
glass.  Lujan  likes  to  compare  glass  to 
Pueblo  pottery  because  “both  are  more 
than  just  functional.  Cups  and  vases 
transform  into  objects  that  serve  to  not 
only  hold  water,  but  fight  and  spirit  as 
well.” 

His  work  can  be  found  at 
several  galleries  in  the  Southwest  such 
as  Zane  Wheeler  in  Taos,  N.M.  and  the 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  gift 
shop  in  Santa  Fe.  Lujan  was  on  the  first 
Native  Underground  panel  at  the 
Museum  of  Indian  Arts  and  Culture  in 

Santa  Fe  in  2006,  as 
well. 

He  said  he 
plans  to  use  his 
fellowship  to  help 
construct  a  portable 
“hot  shop.”  This  is 
the  space  in  which 
hot  glass  vessels  are 
blown  and  created, 
and  which  take  a 
tremendous  amount 
of  time,  energy  and 
money  to  maintain. 

Beverly  Rose 
Moran/Bear  King 
(Standing  Rock 
Sioux)  - 

Beadwork/Diverse 
Arts 

Moran  has 
exhibited  mostly  at 
the  New  Mexico 
State  Fair  until  this 
time,  receiving 
accolades  for  her 
elaborate  and 
beautiful  beaded 
traditional  outfits. 
She  regularly 
participates  in  pow¬ 
wows  as  a  Northern 
Traditional 
Buckskin  dancer, 
and  has  performed  at 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Ira  Lujan 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Rainy  Naha 


mother  than  by  passing  on  the  legacy  of 
pottery  creation  to  our  children  and 
grandchildren,”  Naha  said. 


the  New  Mexico  Symphony  Orchestra 
and  Native  American  Music  Awards. 

She  attended  the  University 
of  Virginia  in  Arlington  and  Northern 
State  College  in  Aberdeen,  S.D.,  but 
is  a  self-taught  bead  artist. 

Moran  said  she  will  use  her 
fellowship  to  purchase  supplies  such 
as  brain  tanned  hides  and  hair  pipes  to 
help  her  produce  dance  regalia,  bone 
breastplates,  and  bags  to  show  and 
sell  at  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  Market  and 
other  juried  exhibits.  She  also  states 
the  fellowship  will  gift  her  with  the 
opportunity  to  “professionally 
document  by  beadwork  to  share  with 
all  Nations.” 


Beverly  Rose-Moran/Bear  King 


Rainy  Naha  (Hopi)  -  Pottery 


Penny  Singer  (Dine)  -  Diverse  Arts 
(Clothing) 

Singer  is  a  clothing 
designer  who  has  won  multiple 
awards  at  shows  such  as  the  Heard 
Museum  Indian  Market  and  the 
Santa  Fe  Indian  Market  for  her 
contemporary  Native  fashions. 

Singer  loved  photography, 
beadwork  and  abstract  drawing 
while  a  student  at  the  Institute  of 
American  Indian  Arts  in  Santa  Fe 
and  her  photos  of  the  Tec  Nos  Pos 
reservation  and  pow-wow  circuit 
have  become  one  of  her  principal 
design  components.  She  often 
transfers  photos  directly  to  her 
pieces,  creating  wearable  works  of 
art. 

She  said  she  will  use  her 
fellowship  money  to  purchase  an 
industrial  grade  sewing  machine  and 
serger  to  help  her  fulfill  the  volume 
of  orders  she  currently  receives  and 
to  be  able  to  do  the  more  detailed 
work  she  is  inspired  to  do. 


Naha  is  a  third  generation 
potter,  primarily  taught  by  her  well- 
known  mother,  Helen  Naha.  While 
Naha  has  developed  her  own  style, 
she  has  faithfully  replicated  the 
designs  her  mother  used  from  the 
ancient  pottery  shards  of  Awatovi 
Village  Ruins,  near  the  Naha’s  home 

She  has  exhibited  at 
markets  and  shows  around  the 
country,  winning  many  awards.  She 
has  also  lectured  for  institutions 
such  as  the  Crow  Canyon 
Archaeological  Society  as  she 
believes  it  is  important  to  educate 
academic  communities  and  provide 
them  with  historically  accurate 
information  about  Hopi  art  and 
culture.  Her  pottery  making  process 
is  traditional  in  that  she  uses  natural 
brushes  and  pigments  and  gathers 
and  harvests  all  of  her  own  clay. 

With  her  fellowship  she 
plans  to  purchase  sheep  manure  to 
use  as  fuel  for  the  firing  process,  as 
it  is  a  substantial  cost  for  creating 
her  work.  She  will  also  set  up  a 
competition  and  awards  program  for 
Hopi  youth,  in  order  to  encourage 
young  artists  to  participate  during 
workshops  Naha  gives  during 
Elderhostel  visits  to  her  home. 

“There  is  no  better  way  to 
give  thanks  to  the  Creator  and  to  my 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Penny  Singer 


NARF  Debuts  ‘The  Indian  Wars  Never  Ended’ 

PSA  Shown  for  the  First  Time  at  Annual  NIGA  Convention 


Submitted  by  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund 

BOULDER,  Colo.  —  On  March  26,  attor¬ 
neys  and  staff  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund 
(NARF)  premiered  its  first  public  service  announce¬ 
ment  at  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  National 
Indian  Gaming  Association’s  annual  convention  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.  The  60-second  PSA  titled  “The  Indian 
Wars  Never  Ended,”  is  part  of  a  greater  campaign  to 
generate  a  renewed  awareness  to  one  of  Indian 
Country’s  most  established  and  respected  nonprofit 
advocacy  organizations. 

Featured  in  the  PSA  production  are  NARF 
Executive  Director  John  Echohawk  and  members  of 


his  legal  team,  as  well  as  the  award  winning  hip-hop 
duo,  Culture  Shock  Camp.  The  cross-generational 
project  represents  the  symbolic  message  of  NARF  as 
it  establishes  a  contemporary  message  for  modem 
times. 

For  36  years,  NARF  has  played  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  the  progress  of  native  peoples  by  provid¬ 
ing  legal  advice  and  assistance  to  Tribal  govern¬ 
ments  in  need.  Today,  some  of  those  Tribes  are 
enjoying  an  economic  renewal  with  the  advent  of 
gaming  in  the  U.S. 

To  see  the  NARF  PSA  campaign,  please 
visit  www.modemdaywarrior.org. 


Native  Leaders  Testify  on  Indian  Housing 


Submitted  by  the  National  American  Indian 
Housing  Council 

WASHINGTON  —  Paul  Lumley,  executive 
director  of  the  National  American  Indian  Housing 
Council,  testified  March  22  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Lumley,  a  citizen  of  the 
Yakima  Nation,  expressed  his  and  the  NAIHC  mem¬ 
bership’s  hope  for  the  reauthorization  of  the  Native 
American  Housing  Assistance  and  Self- 
Determination  Act  of  1996. 

The  Native  American  Housing  Assistance 
and  Self-Determination  Act  (NAHASDA)  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  federal  legislation  meant  to  provide  for  housing 
development  on  Indian  reservations,  in  Alaska  Native 
villages  and  for  Native  Hawaiian  peoples.  Lumley 
described  the  successes  of  the  Act  and  made  several 
recommendations  for  improvement,  including  a 
request  for  a  minimum  funding  amount  of  $750  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  567  Indian  Tribes  and  Alaska  Native  vil¬ 
lages  across  the  country.  Currently,  the  funding  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  NAHASDA,  the  Indian  Housing  Block 
Grant,  is  proposed  to  be  funded  at  $627  million  for 
Fiscal  Year  2008. 

U.S.  Sen.  Byron  Dorgan,  (D-N.D),  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  remarked 
about  the  need  for  more  Indian  housing  resources, 


saying  Indian  people  had  been  “left  behind  in  the 
American  dream.”  He  commented  on  the  testimony 
of  John  Yellow  Bird  Steele,  president  of  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribe,  who  described  the  needs  of  his  people 
by  saying  they  “want  to  live  like  every  other  person” 
in  this  country  in  decent,  affordable  housing. 

Other  panelists  testifying  before  the  commit¬ 
tee  included  George  Rivera,  governor  of  Pojoaque 
Pueblo  from  New  Mexico;  Juel  Burnette,  program 
director  of  the  Wells  Fargo  Native  American  Housing 
Initiatives;  Dr.  Jon  Perez,  director  of  behavioral 
health  for  the  Indian  Health  Service  and  Housing  and 
Urban  Development.  Congress  will  decide  on  the 
reauthorization  of  NAHASDA  in  the  months  to 
come.  Please  visit  the  NAIHC  Web  site  for  more 
information  and  to  read  the  testimony  in  full. 

The  National  American  Indian  Housing 
Council  assists  Tribes  and  Tribal  housing  entities  in 
reaching  their  self-determined  goals  of  providing  cul¬ 
turally  relevant,  decent,  safe,  sanitary  and  good- 
quality  affordable  housing  for  native  people  in  Indian 
communities  and  Alaska  Native  villages.  “A 
Tradition  of  Native  American  Housing.  ”  For  more 
information,  please  visit  www.naihc.net. 


Tribe  Gets  $1.1  Million  for  2003  Oil  Spill 


ScuUwni  in  oil  spill 

Ihc  December  StKHoll  spill  at 
pflint  wHls  touted  mil*',  of 
pristine  bcarim  and  led  to  new 
statewide  rUlrt  lufll 

transfers  over  water. 


By  Lynda  V.  Mapes,  Seattle  Times  Staff  Reporter 

SEATTLE  —  More  than  three  years  after 
nearly  5,000  gallons  of  oil  fouled  pristine  beaches  and 
a  salt  marsh,  the  Suquamish  Tribe  has  accepted  a  $1.1 
million  settlement  from  Foss  Maritime  as  payment  for 
the  environmental  and  spiritual  damage  wrought  by 
the  spill. 

Tribal  Chairman  Leonard  Forsman  still 
remembers  watching  heavy  black  oil  coat  the  beach 
and  reservation  marsh  at  Doe-Kag-Wats,  near  Point 
Jefferson  on  the  Kitsap  Peninsula,  a  sacred  place  for 
traditional  healing,  worship  and 

shellfish  gathering  for  his  tribe.  _ 

“It  was  just  painful,  to 
know  that  you  have  a  place  that  is 
part  of  you,  part  of  your  childhood, 
part  of  your  heritage,  to  see  it  black 
and  oiled.  It  was  painful  and  fright¬ 
ening,”  Forsman  said. 

“It  was  a  sanctuary  for  peo¬ 
ple.  It  was  one  of  the  few  places  we 
could  still  go  to  ...  feel  some  free¬ 
dom  to  be  Indian.  You  can  kind  of 
feel  at  times  you  have  been  able  to 
escape  the  21st  century.  And  then 
when  it  comes  washing  up  on  the 
beaches  it  definitely  affected  us,  and 
it  still  does.” 

The  settlement,  reached 
Feb.  9  with  Foss  Maritime,  was 
announced  Monday  by  the 
Suquamish  Tribe.  It  intends  to  put 
the  money  toward  a  $20  million  cul¬ 
tural  and  economic  revitalization 
project  on  the  reservation,  including 
construction  of  a  dock  and  a  muse¬ 
um;  a  story  pole;  renovations  to 
Chief  Seattle’s  grave;  and  a  tradi¬ 
tional  community  house  for  gather¬ 
ings  and  ceremonial  use. 

The  spill  started  at  Point  Wells  on  Dec.  30, 
2003,  when  nearly  5,000  gallons  of  heavy  bunker  oil 
poured  into  Puget  Sound.  The  oil  overflowed  from  a 
Foss  barge  being  loaded  at  the  former  Chevron/Texaco 
terminal  near  Richmond  Beach. 

Winds  and  tides  pushed  the  oil  across  the 
Sound,  where  it  washed  up  on  the  beach  and  marsh 


owned  by  the  tribe  near  Indianola.  The  spill  polluted 
near-shore  habitat,  including  eel  grass  beds  used  by 
herring  and  salmon;  oiled  birds;  and  temporarily 
closed  down  shellfish  harvests. 

Foss  took  responsibility  for  the  accident, 
which  led  to  new  rules  adopted  last  October  by  the 
state  and  the  hiring  of  six  additional  inspection  work¬ 
ers  to  help  prevent  spills  during  fuel  transfers  to  com¬ 
mercial  vessels. 

If  those  rales  had  been  in  place  at  the  time  of 
the  spill,  containment  booms  would  have  been 

required  to  have  been  in  place  before 

_  the  fuel  transfer. 

The  tribe  negotiated  with 
Foss  for  three  years  to  obtain  the  set¬ 
tlement  for  damages  to  its  land.  The 
company  had  previously  paid  the 
tribe  $126,000,  and  $265,000  to  a 
federal  fund  for  environmental 
cleanup  projects. 

Foss  also  was  fined 
$577,000  by  the  state  Department  of 
Ecology  after  the  agency  determined 
a  barge  worker  had  underestimated 
how  fast  the  fuel  tanks  were  filling. 

An  alarm  that  was  meant  to 
signal  when  the  tank  was  almost  full 
had  been  shut  off,  and  a  second 
alarm  also  wasn’t  working,  investiga¬ 
tors  found. 

By  the  time  the  barge  opera¬ 
tor  discovered  the  problem,  about 
4,700  gallons  of  heavy  fuel  oil  had 
gushed  into  the  water,  soiling  one  of 
the  last  pristine  salt-water  marshes  in 
Puget  Sound  and  requiring  a  $4.5 
million  cleanup. 

Forsman  said  the  tribe  plans 
m.*  ttt.e  ini  si;  a  traditional  healing  ceremony  for 

the  area  in  the  spring  because  money 
alone  can’t  soothe  the  wound. 

“Feelings  are  mixed,”  he  said.  “There  is  defi¬ 
nitely  a  sense  of  relief  that  we  managed  to  stay  out  of 
court.  But  it’s  hard  to  put  a  dollar  figure  on  this  kind 
of  injury.” 

Copyright  ©  2007  Seattle  Times  Company. 
Used  with  permission. 
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Band  Camp  2007  Stops  at  Hard  Rock 

Tour  Features  Puddle 
of  Mudd,  Chevelle , 

Buckcherry,  Three 
Days  Grace 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Puddle  of 
Mudd  will  headline  Band  Camp  2007. 

The  event  features  Chevelle,  Buckcherry 
and  Three  Days  Grace  for  a  performance 
in  Hard  Rock  Live  on  April  26  at  6  p.m. 
Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

The  alt-metal  quartet  Puddle  of 
Mudd  comprises  Wesley  Reid  Scantlin 
(guitar  and  vocals),  Christian  Stone  (gui¬ 
tar),  Douglas  John  Ardito  (bass),  and 
Ryan  Hearden  (drums).  They  took  their 
moniker  from  a  mishap  when  the 
Missouri  River  flooded  their  practice 
space.  The  band  released  two  independent 
albums,  Stuck  in  1994  and  Abrasive  in 
1997,  before  releasing  their  major  label 
debut  album,  Come  Clean,  in  August 
2001. 

Come  Clean  has  been  certified 
Triple  Platinum  in  the  United  States  by 
the  Recording  Industry  Association  of 
America  and  has  sales  worldwide  in 
excess  of  5  million  copies.  The  lead  single 
from  the  album,  “ Control ,  ”  grabbed  the 
attention  of  rock  audiences  worldwide  by 
becoming  the  theme  song  for  the  WWE 
Survivor  Series  2001. 

Their  follow-up  album,  Life  on 
Display,  spawned  two  hit  singles,  “Away 
From  Me  ”  and  “Heel  Over  Head.  ”  A  new 
release  is  expected  soon. 

The  Illinois  rock  group  Chevelle, 
formed  in  1995,  now  features  family  and 
band  members  Sam  Loeffler  (drums),  Joe 
Loeffler  (bass)  and  Pete  Benardini 
(vocals,  guitar).  In  1999,  Chevelle 
released  their  debut  album,  Point  #1,  on 
Squint  Entertainment.  Three  years  later, 
the  band  inked  a  deal  with  Epic  and 
issued  the  platinum-selling  Wonder  What’s 
Next,  which  spawned  the  hit  singles  “ The 
Red,  ”  “Closure  ”  and  “Send  the  Pain 
Below,  ’’  which  topped  both  Mainstream 
Rock  and  Modem  Rock  charts. 

The  hand’s  success  resulted  in 
their  co-headlining  Ozzfest  and  embark¬ 
ing  on  a  tour  in  Europe  with  Audioslave. 
In  2003,  they  issued  a  concert  album,  Live 
from  the  Road  followed  by  This  Type  of 
Thinking  (Could  Do  Us  In)  in  2004, 
which  produced  Vitamin  R  (Leading  Us 
Along),  a  No.  1  hit  on  the  Mainstream 
Rock  chart.  The  band’s  next  album,  Vena 
Sera,  is  scheduled  for  release  this  month. 

Los  Angeles  hard  rock  band 
Buckcherry  formed  in  mid- 1995  after 


singer  Josh  Todd  and  guitarist  Keith 
Nelson  were  introduced  by  their  tattoo 
artist.  The  hand  also  features  Stevie  D 
(guitar),  Xavier  Muriel  (drums)  and 
Jimmy  Ashhurst  (bass). 

In  July  2002,  founding  member 
Josh  Todd  unexpectedly  left  Buckcherry, 
which  led  the  band  to  take  a  hiatus. 
Regrouping  in  2005,  Buckcherry  began 
recording  songs  that  eventually  would 
become  the  album  15,  which  was  released 
in  early  2006.  It  features  the  hit  “Next  2 
You,  ”  which  peaked  at  No.  18  on  the 
Mainstream  Rock  chart,  and 
“Everything,  ”  which  reached  No.  1 1  on 
the  Mainstream  Rock  chart  and  No.  27  on 
the  Modem  Rock  chart. 

Canadian  alternative  metal/post 
grunge  band  Three  Days  Grace  was 
formed  in  Norwood,  Ontario  in  1997  by 
Adam  Gontier  (vocals,  guitar),  Brad  Waist 
(bass)  and  Neil  Sanderson  (drums).  The 
group  had  originated  in  1992  as  a  five- 
piece  ensemble  called  Groundswell.  It  is 
now  a  quartet  also  featuring  Barry  Stock 
on  guitar. 

The  band’s  self-titled  debut 
album,  Three  Days  Grace,  was  released  in 
2003  and  reached  the  Top  10  of  the 
American  albums  chart,  the  top  100  of  the 
Canadian  Billboard  200  albums  chart  and 
No.  1  on  Billboard’s  Top  Heatseekers 
chart. 

The  album’s  lead  single,  “I  Hate 
Everything  About  You,  ”  reached  No.  1  on 
the  U.S.  Modem  Rock  and  Mainstream 
Rock  charts  and  No.  2  on  the  Canadian 
Rock  chart.  The  second  single  “Just  Like 
You,  ”  gave  the  group  a  second  No.  1  in 
America  and  also  hit  No.  1  on  rock  charts 
in  Canada.  Their  third  single,  “Home,  ” 
was  also  a  hit,  charting  at  No.  2  on  the 
U.S.  Modem  Rock  chart,  and  was  the  sec¬ 
ond-most-played  Active  Rock  song  of 
2005. 

Last  June,  the  band  released 
One-X  featuring  the  single  “Animal  I 
Have  Become,  ”  which  reached  No.  1  on 
both  the  U.S.  Modem  Rock  and 
Mainstream  Rock  charts.  The  album’s 
second  single,  “Pain,  ”  also  recently 
topped  the  Billboard  Mainstream  Rock 
chart  and  the  Modem  Rock  chart  in 
February  of  2007. 

Tickets  cost  $45,  $35  and  $25  for 
reserved  seating;  additional  fees  may 
apply.  They  are  available  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  box  office,  open  daily  from 
noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  also  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  online  at  www.tick- 
etmaster.com,  or  to  charge  by  phone: 
Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561) 
966-3309.  Doors  open  one  hour  before  the 
show  starts. 


Motown  Legend  to  Give  Benefit  Concert 

Smokey  Robinson 
Performs  on  April  22 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Smokey 
Robinson,  founding  Motown  executive, 
songwriter  and  producer,  and  front  man  for 
the  Miracles,  brings  his  Legacy  of  Love 
benefit  concert  to  the  Hard  Rock  Live  on 
April  22  at  7  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Proceeds  from  the  Legacy  of 
Love  tour  will  support  the  Smokey 
Robinson  Foundation.  The  foundation’s 
mission  is  to  financially  support  education¬ 
al  programs  and  organizations  that  provide 
college  scholarships  to  qualified  candi¬ 
dates. 

Smokey  Robinson  is  well  known 
for  composing  tunes  with  The  Temptations 
including  “My  Girl,  ”  “Get Ready”  and 
“The  Way  You  Do  the  Things  You  Do.  ” 
Other  songwriting  credits  include  R&B 


Latin  Singer 
Carlos  Vives  to 
Perform  at  Hard 
Rock  Live 

Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 
HOLLYWOOD  —  Latin 
singer/songwriter  and  guitarist  Carlos 
Vives  performs  at  Hard  Rock  Live  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on 
May  17  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

In  1982,  Vives  landed  a  role  in 
the  Colombian  TV  series  Tiempo  Sin 
Huella,  starting  his  successful  acting 
career.  He  later  extended  his  professional 
skills  to  Puerto  Rican  television.  In  1994, 
Carlos  Vives’  “La  Gota  Fria”  became  his 
first  smash,  climbing  on  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  music  charts  around  Latin  America. 
In  1996,  under  the  slogan  of  “Unete  A 
Los  Locales”  —  “Join  the  Local  Ones” 

—  the  talented  musician  created  his  own 
label,  called  Gaira,  to  promote  and  give 
an  incentive  to  local  artists. 

Tickets  cost  $100,  $85,  $70  and 
$50  for  reserved  seating;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  They  are  available  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  box  office,  open  daily  from 
noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  also  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  online  at  www.tick- 
etmaster.com,  or  to  charge  by  phone: 
Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561) 
966-3309.  Doors  open  one  hour  before 
the  show  starts. 


and  rock  standards  by  the  Miracles  like 
“Shop  Around,  ”  “Going  to  a  Go-Go,  ” 
“You ’ve  Really  Got  a  Hold 
On  Me,  ”  “Tears  of  a 
Clown,  ”  “Ooh  Baby, 

Baby,  ”  “I  Second  That 
Emotion  ”  and  “More 
Love.  ”  Robinson  has  also 
composed  for  Mary  Wells, 

Marvin  Gaye  and  The 
Marvelettes. 

Robinson  is  enter¬ 
ing  his  fourth  decade  as  a 
professional  singer,  song¬ 
writer  and  producer, 
adding  to  his  distinguished 
career  with  his  newest 
debut  solo  album,  A  Quiet 
Storm.  Recognized  by  the 
music  industry,  Robinson’s 
achievements  include  36 
Top  40  hits  and  a  Grammy  “Living 
Legend”  award. 

Most  recently,  Robinson  received 


the  National  Medal  of  Arts  Award  -  the 
most  prestigious  and  highest  honor  an 

artist  can  receive  -  from 
President  Bush.  He  contin¬ 
ues  to  sing  about  love, 
which  he  says  is  an  “ever¬ 
lasting  subject”  that 
“never  goes  out  of  style.” 

Tickets  cost  $75, 
$60  and  $45  for  reserved 
seating;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  They  are  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live 
box  office,  open  daily 
from  noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  also 
available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets, 
online  at  www.ticketmas- 
ter.com,  or  to  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305) 
358-5885;  Broward  (954)  523-3309;  Palm 
Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors  open  one 
hour  before  the  show  starts. 


Steely  Dan  to  Perform 

May  8  at  Hard  Rock 
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Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Jazz-rock 
icons  Walter  Becker  and  Donald  Fagen  and 
their  band,  Steely  Dan,  make  a  stop  in 
Hard  Rock  Live  at  the  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  May  8.  Tickets 
are  on  sale  now. 

Bass  player  Walter  _ 

Becker  and  Donald  Fagen 
on  vocals  and  keyboards 
were  the  core  members  of 
Steely  Dan  throughout  its 
variety  of  incarnations.  With 
producer  Gary  Katz,  Becker 
and  Fagen  gradually 
changed  Steely  Dan  from  a 
performing  band  to  a  studio 
project,  hiring  professional 
musicians  to  record  their 
compositions. 

Though  the  band 
didn’t  perform  live  after 
1974,  Steely  Dan’s  popular- 
ity  continued  to  grow 
throughout  the  decade,  as  their  albums 
became  critical  favorites  and  their  singles 
became  staples  of  AOR  and  pop  radio  sta¬ 
tions.  During  the  summer  of  1981,  Becker 
and  Fagen  announced  that  they  were  part¬ 
ing  ways. 

The  following  year,  Fagen 
released  his  solo  debut,  The  Nightfly, 
which  became  a  critical  and  commercial 
hit.  Even  after  the  group  disbanded  in  the 
early  ’80s,  their  records  retained  a  cult  fol¬ 


lowing,  as  proven  by  the  massive  success 
of  their  unlikely  return  to  the  stage  in  the 
early  ’90s.  Fagen  didn’t  record  another 
album  until  1993,  when  he  reunited  with 
Becker,  who  produced  Kamakiriad.  The 
album  was  promoted  by  the  first  Steely 
Dan  tour  in  nearly  20  years,  and  while  the 
record  failed  to  sell,  the  concerts  were  very 
popular. 

In  1994,  Becker 
released  his  solo  debut,  11 
Tracks  of  Whack,  which 
was  produced  by  Fagen. 

The  following  year,  Steely 
Dan  mounted  another 
reunion  tour,  and  in  early 
2000  the  duo  issued  Two 
Against  Nature,  their  first 
new  studio  album  in  two 
decades.  In  the  summer  of 
2006,  Steely  Dan  went  on 
tour  with  its  “The  Steelyard 
‘Sugartooth  ’McDan  ”  con¬ 
cert  and  has  announced 
dates  for  its  2007  tour, 
“Heavy  Rollers.  ” 

Tickets  cost  $200, 

$150,  $100  and  $50  for  reserved  seating; 
additional  fees  may  apply.  They  are  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  box  office, 
open  daily  from  noon  until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  also  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  online  at  www.ticket- 
master.com,  or  to  charge  by  phone:  Miami- 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523- 
3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 
Doors  open  one  hour  before  the  show 


it  Us 

e  At 

l  edmorse.comw  1 

Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 

SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ld  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  till  Seminole 
triha!  members  nod  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

-p-  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

*  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  m  the  Seminole  fiard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gei  huge 
savings  and  all  Financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  m  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET  (g)  f  PONTIAC  BUICK  C5MI 


THE  NEW  2007  MOPEIS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1,000  VEHICLES  IN  STOCK!  | 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  BM.  ]us1  ensl  of  Sewgmss  Eipwy, 

PLEASE  CAU  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om-9prn, 

Sol  fem-fipm,  Sun  1 2-6pm 
SERVICE  HOURS: 

Mon-Fri  7om-6pmr  Sol  7om-3pm 


For  value 
and  service  it's 
Ed  Morse,  of  course! 
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THERE  IS  A  CASTING  CALL  E 

ACTRESSES,  MODELS  AND  MO 


THE  SEMINOLE  TRIBE  OF  FLORIDA 


IS  CELEBRATING  ITS  50TH  ANNIVERSARY 
OF  THE  SIGNING  OF  THEIR  CONSTITUTION 

BE  A  PART  OF  IT! 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
954-364-5200 


w  w w.Se  m  i  n  ale  I Y J  h  e  com 


Trail  Boss  Frank  J.  Billie  leads  the  way  for  400  cowboys  and  girls,  and  thousands  of  pounds  of  beef. 

11th  Annual  Junior  Cypress  Cattle  Drive 

Runaway  Cattle  Lead  to  Impromptu  Cow  Hunt 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  What  started 
out  as  the  11th  Annual  Junior  Cypress 
Cattle  Drive  on  March  3 1  turned  into  an 
event  of  much  larger  proportions  — 
including  a  hunt  for  runaway  cows. 

A  record  crowd  of  over  400  cow¬ 
boys  and  cowgirls  ranging  from  2  to  84 
gathered  at  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  to 
register  for  the  day’s  activities.  They 
received  their  commemorative  handker¬ 


chiefs  with  numerous  tribal  brands  sur¬ 
rounding  the  logos  of  both  the  Council 
and  Board  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  Then  they  headed  for  the  Swamp 
Water  Cafe,  where  an  enormous  breakfast 
buffet  awaited  them. 

Then  a  steady  stream  of  horse 
and  livestock  trailers  made  their  way  to 
the  far  end  of  the  West  Boundary  Road, 
where  a  herd  of  longhorn  cattle  had  been 
assembled  for  the  12-mile  cattle  drive  to 


the  Junior  Cypress  Entertainment  Center 
and  Rodeo  Grounds.  Horses  were  quickly 
saddled,  riders  mounted  and  the  entourage 
assembled  in  preparation  for  the  release  of 
the  cattle. 

Big  Cypress  Board 

Representative  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  welcomed 
participants  and  gave  them  a  brief  history 
of  the  cattle  drives  that  originated  in  this 

♦  See  CATTLE,  page  34 


2007  Seminole  Indian  4-H  Livestock  Show  &  Sale 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Tribe’s 
4-H  program  has  come  a  long  way 
since  the  1950s  when  the  only  youth 
livestock  available  in  those  difficult 
times  were  donated  chickens.  Wherever 
attendees  looked,  there  were  animals  of 
all  types  at  the  2007  Seminole  Indian  4- 
H  Livestock  Show  and  Sale. 

The  event,  held  March  28-30 
at  the  Brighton  4-H  Bam  Pavilion,  fea¬ 
tured  the  largest  number  of  animals 
ever  —  24  steers,  66  swine  and  16 
small  animals. 

“I  was  so  proud  to  see  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals.  This 
year  we  had  first-time  participation 
from  two  reservations;  Fort  Pierce  and 
Hollywood,”  said  4-H  Coordinator 
Polly  Osceola  Hayes.  “We  have  more 
youths  starting  younger  in  4-H  with 
small  animal  projects.  They  are  getting 
used  to  caring  and  showing  their  ani¬ 
mals  and  learning  responsibility  toward 
their  next  step  of  raising  and  showing 
larger  animals.  4-H  is  steadily  grow¬ 
ing.” 

There  were  also  hundreds  of 
adults  at  the  Livestock  Show  and  Sale, 
observing,  working  and  milling  about, 
so  the  mix  of  God’s  creatures  made  for 
a  swell  of  many  sounds  —  moos, 
bleats,  grunts,  quacks,  human  laughter, 
shouts,  kids’  squeals  and  voices  from 
the  PA  system. 

For  three  days,  the  children, 
with  help  from  their  parents,  concen¬ 
trated  on  the  many  chores  to  be  done 
caring  for  their  4-H  project  animals. 

The  mood  was  intense  but  exciting  as 
the  nervous  and  eager  youngsters  readied 

❖  See  4-H,  page  33 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Raven  Smith  and  his  baby  calf  lead  the  Pee  Wee  parade. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Young  Jason  Hayling  won  first  prize  for  most  Easter  eggs. 


Fort  Pierce  Celebrates 
Easter  With  a  Spring  Fling 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

FORT  PIERCE  —  The  morning  started  out  cool  and 
rainy,  but  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  sun  finally  came  out.  The 
cloudless  sky  turned  bright  blue,  the  birds  were  chirping  in  the 
trees,  and  the  kids  were  smiling  and  laughing  —  what  a  beautiful 
picture  perfect  day  for  the  Spring  Fling  on  April  6. 

Seminole  families  from  the  local  Fort  Pierce  community 
at  Chupco’s  Landing  gathered  at  the  nearby  Chupco  Youth  Ranch 
to  share  a  beautiful  day  with  their  kids.  The  families  enjoyed  fun- 
filled  educational  activities  in  celebration  of  the  upcoming  Easter 
holiday. 

Various  Tribal  departments,  including  human  resources, 
education  and  health,  helped  make  the  first  Fort  Pierce  Spring 
Fling  memorable  and  successful.  It  is  expected  to  become  an 
annual  event. 

The  Seminole  Police  Department,  along  with  McGruff 
the  Crime  Dog,  attended  to  greet  and  amuse  the  little  kids,  all  the 
while  promoting  an  antidrug  message. 

Tribal  Emergency  Services  Department  personnel 
brought  a  fire  truck  to  demonstrate  how  they  extinguish  a  small 
fire.  The  department  also  showed  an  impressive  short  video,  pro¬ 
duced  by  Seminole  Broadcasting,  telling  kids  and  their  parents  to 
always  be  aware  of  the  dangers  of  a  fire. 

Chupco  Youth  Ranch  has  lots  to  offer  —  the  serenity  of 
tall  shady  trees  and  plenty  of  space  for  horses  to  graze  on  while 

❖  See  SPRING,  page  30 


Council  Passes 
23  Resolutions 
at  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Tribal 
Council  passed  23  resolutions  as  part  of 
their  meeting  on  March  27.  They  includ¬ 
ed: 

Resolution  12:  Approval  of 
Tribal  Alcoholic  Beverage  License 
issued  to  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe 
International  (USA),  Inc., -Hollywood 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  13:  Service 
Agreement  with  Aquatic  Plant 
Management,  Inc.,  for  Invasive  Exotic 
Plant  Removal  Program  Work  on  the 
Big  Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation 

Resolution  14:  South  Florida 
Water  Management  District  Local 
Government  Agreement  to  assist  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  in  conducting 
a  geophysical  investigation  of  a  site 
adjacent  to  Harney  Pond  Canal  on  the 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation 
Resolution  15:  Schlumberger 
Water  Services,  a  division  of 
Schlumberger  Technology  Corporation 
Service  Agreement  to  conduct  a  geo¬ 
physical  investigation  of  a  site  adjacent 
to  Hamey  Pond  Canal  on  the  Brighton 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  17:  Second 
Amendment  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual 
Work  Plan  submitted  to  the  South 
Florida  Water  Management  District  by 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 

Resolution  19:  Second 
Amendment  of  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  Criteria  Agreement  for  Private 
School  Scholarship  Program 

Resolution  23:  Approval  of 
attached  quotation/lease  agreement 
between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
and  Williams  Scotsman,  Inc.,  for  5,376 
square  feet  of  modular  office  space 

Resolution  24:  Issuance  of  a 
revocable  permit  by  Loretta  Micco, 
Rosetta  Jumper  and  Regina  Thinn  to 
American  Outdoor  Advertising- 
Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation 
Resolution  25:  Approval  of 
revocable  permit  between  Joe  Osceola, 

Jr.  and  J  &  R  Holdings  Group,  Inc.,- 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  7 
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Brighton  Students  Visit 
Kennedy  Space  Center 


By  Emma  Brown 

CAPE  CANAVERAL,  Fla. 
—  Director  of  Education  Louise 
Gopher  has  been  requesting  a  trip  for 
students  to  visit  Kennedy  Space 
Center  for  some  tome.  During  this 
year’s  Spring  Break,  on  March  20,  her 
request  came  to  fruition. 

The  Brighton  Education 
Department  and  Recreation 
Department  organized  a  day  trip  for 
students  to  Kennedy  Space  Center  in 
Cape  Canaveral.  More  than  75  stu¬ 
dents  and  adults  traveled  to  the  center 
to  learn  more  about  the  brave  men  and 
women  who  have  launched  into  space 
from  there,  such  as  John  Glenn,  Neil 


Armstrong,  Sally  Ride  and  Jim  Lovell. 

Students  were  able  to  visit 
authentic  attractions  and  inspiring 
exhibits  and  have  hands-on  experi¬ 
ences  that  make  Kennedy  Space 
Center  one  of  Florida’s  highlights. 
Students  also  enjoyed  the  IMAX  the¬ 
aters  that  allowed  them  to  feel  the 
thrill  of  a  space  exploration  on  five- 
story  screens  whose  images  made  it 
seem  as  if  they  were  floating  right 
alongside  NASA  Astronauts.  The  stu¬ 
dents  took  advantage  of  the  Space 
Center’s  guided  tours  to  get  a  behind- 
the-scenes  look  at  its  working  space 
flight  facilities. 

See  page  23  for  the  photos. 


Emma  Brown 

Ruben  Burgess  makes  friends  with  an  “astronaut.” 
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The  2007  Tribal 
Calendars  Still  Available 

Seminole  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens  can  pick  up 
their  complimenta¬ 
ry  copies  of  the 
2007  calendar  at 
either  the 
Hollywood 
Headquarters, 

Suite  #235,  the  Big 
Cypress  Council 
Representative’s 
Office  or  the  field 
offices  on  the 
Naples,  Brighton, 

Immokalee,  Tampa 
and  Fort  Pierce 
reservations. 

Additional  copies 
are  available  at  the  Tribune  office  for  $10.  For  more 
information,  please  contact  Darline  Buster  at  (954) 
966-6300,  Ext.  1266. 
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Mother’s  Day,  the  Most 
Important  Day  of  the  Year 


Our  mothers  have  been  our  inspiration  throughout  our  life.  We  should  be 

celebrating  our  moms  every  day.  They  have  looked  after  us,  taught  us  our 
culture,  been  there  to  wipe  our  tears  when  we  were  down  and  cheered  for 
us  when  things  were  going  right. 

I  am  grateful  that  my  mother,  Mary  Frances  Cypress,  is  there  for  me 
because  she  is  my  rock  and  my  strength.  Just  knowing  that  my  mom  is  around 
gives  me  the  extra  courage  to  continue  to  strive  for  the  best  for  my  people. 

Please  give  your  mom  a  kiss  on  the  cheek  and  thank  her  for  all  she  has 
sacrificed  for  you.  Cherish  the  time  you  have  with  her  and  let  her  know  that  she 
is  loved. 

Happy  Mother’s  Day! 


Mitchell  Cypress,  Chairman 


Mother’s  Day  Message 


hank  God  for  our  mothers! 
Where  we  would  be  without 
loving  mothers  who  give  their 
all  for  us  without  a  second  thought? 

I  thank  God  for  my  mother,  who  has 
been  a  picture  of  God’s  uncondition¬ 
al  love;  she  is  unselfish,  forgiving, 
nurturing,  guiding,  helpful,  encour¬ 
aging,  and  always  available!  I  am 
sure  that  you  love  your  mother  in 
the  same  way.  So  on  this  Mother’s 
Day,  I  wish  and  pray  for  all  our 
mothers  that  they  would  be  honored 
as  they  so  deserve  and  enjoy  their 
special  day  with  their  families!  Let’s 
show  our  mothers  just  how  much 
we  love  and  appreciate  them  on 
their  day  and  every  day! 


Proverbs  31:10  Who  can 
find  a  virtuous  woman?  For  her 
price  is  far  above  rubies. 

Proverbs  3 1 :27  She  looketh 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household, 
and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idleness. 

Proverbs  3 1 :26  She  openeth 
her  mouth  with  wisdom;  and  in  her 
tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness. 


May  God  Bless  You! 


Moses  Osceola,  President 


Letters  &  E-mail 

Please  send  all  letters  to  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024  ❖  tribune@semtribe.com  ❖ 


(L-R)  Estelle  Welsh,  Miss  Flandreau  Indian  School  Princess,  and  Brittany  Yescas,  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  from  the  Florida  Everglades,  meet  at  the  Denver  March  Pow-wow. 


Drum  and  Dance  group  from  Flandreau  Indian  School 


Dear  Editor, 

Do  you  offer  retreats  where  peo¬ 
ple  can  come  to  learn  about  Native 
American  spirituality,  cultural/ceremonial 
practices,  shamanic  studies,  healing  prac¬ 
tices,  etc.?  Do  you  have  shamanic  practi¬ 
tioners  among  your  Tribal  citizens  who  are 
willing  to  teach  these  practices  to  those 
seeking  this  spiritual  path? 

My  family  and  I  are  interested  in 
learning  and  studying  such  Native 
American  spiritual  traditions.  We  are  very 
concerned  about  the  conditions  of  this 
earth  and  its  people  and  we  believe  that  it 
is  through  the  practices  of  indigenous  peo¬ 
ples  that  we  can  learn  the  way  to  help  heal 
and  restore  our  planet  to  its  proper  health, 
balance  and  well-being  in  the  coming  new 
age  of  human  evolution. 

Thank  you, 

The  Gibbs  Family 

Dear  Gibbs  Family, 

Your  family’s  quest  is  definitely 
an  honorable  one.  However,  our  tradi¬ 
tional  spiritual  leaders  do  not  discuss  our 
ceremonies  or  beliefs  with  non-Tribal 
people.  There  are  a  lot  of  scholarly  works 
that  have  been  published  that  may  help 
you  and  your  family. 

Good  luck  with  your  endeavors, 
Tina  M.  Osceola 
Director  of  Museums 
Dear  Editor, 

I  collect  old  Seminole  dolls  and 
they  naturally  some  have  damage.  My  hus¬ 
band  and  I  are  planning  a  trip  to  visit  the 
Everglades  soon  and  were  wondering  if 
anyone  does  repair  work  on  dolls.  We 
would  like  to  have  them  repaired  while  on 
our  vacation.  The  damage  is  not  to  the 
patchwork  but  the  bodies  of  some  of  the 
dolls  need  reinforcement. 

If  anyone  can  help,  please  contact 
me  via  e-mail. 

Thank  you, 

Lynn  Johnson 
orchid54@earthlink.net 


Correction 


An  inaccurate  headline  appeared 
over  the  American  Cancer  Society  Relay 
for  Life  article  in  the  April  6  issue  of  The 
Tribune.  It  should  have  said:  “The 
Immokalee  Community  Raises  $25,000  for 
ACS.” 
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Lena  Doctor  Tiger,  Martha  Tony 


Dear  Chairman  Cypress  &  Seminole 
Tribal  Council: 

We  would  like  to  thank  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  the  generous 
donation  given  to  the  Flandreau  (S.D) 
Indian  School.  It  is  very  much  appreciated 
and  you  are  to  be  commended  for  your 
generosity.  As  I  mentioned  in  our  request, 
we  have  approximately  400  students  repre¬ 
senting  53  tribes  from  20  states.  Flandreau 
Indian  School  is  one  of  the  remaining  four 
Off  Reservation  Boarding  Schools  in  the 
United  States.  Our  students  come  from 
rural  reservation  communities  to  urban 
areas.  They  board  here  at  FIS  for  nine 
months  and  we  have  a  few  students  that 
stay  for  our  summer  program. 

A  few  years  back  the  school 
added  a  new  Cultural  Program  with  Indian 
Studies  classes.  We  teach  these  classes 
along  with  singing,  dancing,  outfit  making 
and  theater  production.  Our  Indian/Cultural 
Club  is  very  active  doing  cultural  perform¬ 
ances  for  various  groups,  and  we  also  take 
our  students  to  pow-wows.  The  name  of 
our  school  drum  group  is  Young  Voice 
Singers. 

We  just  recently  took  our  chum 
group,  dancers,  and  JROTC  Color  Guard 
to  the  Denver  Pow-wow.  A  total  of  25  stu¬ 


dents  attended  from  our  school.  We  had  the 
honor  of  sitting  with  Miss  Seminole, 
Brittany  Yescas  and  Wanda  Bowers 
throughout  the  weekend.  Brittany  really 
made  an  impression  with  the  students. 

They  enjoyed  talking  with  her  and  learning 
about  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  Florida.  We 
sent  her  an  invitation  to  our  Senior 
Honoring  Pow-wow  in  May. 

The  Senior  Honoring  Pow-wow  is 
held  to  honor  our  graduating  seniors.  We 
usually  feature  a  school  dance  club  compe¬ 
tition,  along  with  additional  category  spe¬ 
cials  and  a  drum  split  for  visiting  drum 
groups. 

Your  donation  will  help  us  with 
everything  I  have  mentioned  and  more. 
Again  I  would  like  to  thank  you  and  the 
tribe  from  the  students,  myself  and  admin¬ 
istration  for  your  donation.  Pidamaye! 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Goodeagle 
Cultural  Coordinator 

Betty  Belkham 
Superintendent 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


Judy  Weeks 

Swamp  Cabbage  Festival  Committee  recognized  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  as  the  guests  of  honor. 


Swamp  Cabbage  Fest  Appreciation  Dinner 

Seminole  Tribe  Recognized  for  Participation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

LABELLE,  Fla.  —  With  the  41st  annual 
festival  behind  them,  members  of  the  2007  Swamp 
Cabbage  Festival  committee  invited  all  festival  spon¬ 
sors  to  an  appreciation  dinner  at  the  F.A.  Hendry 
House  on  April  12. 

This  beautiful  19th  century  cracker  residence 
has  been  placed  on  the  Florida  State  Historical 
Registry  and  is  often  pressed  into  service  for  auspi¬ 
cious  occasions.  The  wide  veranda  surrounding  the 


Judy  Weeks 


Barbara  Billie  was  one  of  the  guests  of  honor. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L)  Paul  Bowers  received  a  belt  buckle. 


entire  structure  provides  the  perfect  platform  for  an 
old  fashioned  country  dinner,  including  a  fresh  veg¬ 
etable  salad  served  from  an  old  metal  wash  tub. 

John  Roberts  and  his  guitar  softly  serenaded 
the  gathering  with  a  repertoire  of  country  music 
favorites  throughout  the  evening.  Hendry  County 
Commissioner  and  this  year’s  parade  Grand  Marshal 
Bill  Maddox  offered  the  blessing.  Lucretia  Strickland 
and  Ernesto  Franco  of  the  Swamp  Cabbage 
Committee  took  turns  hosting  the  event. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  guests  of  honor.  Tribal  citizens  Barbara 
Billie  and  Diane  Buster  each  received  a  large  bouquet 
of  long-stemmed  red  roses  for  the  long  hours  they  had 
spent  planning  and  helping  to  organize  the  weekend’s 
activities  and  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association  pres¬ 
entation. 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative  and  EIRA 
President  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  also  received  a  decorative 
belt  buckle  inlaid  with  gold  that  read  Swamp  Cabbage 
Rodeo  Sponsor. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

The  first  event  of  the  day  captured  the  audience  as  they  watched  the  Alligator  Show. 


Unforgettable  Adventure  and  Learning  Experience 
Okalee  Village  Fun  Day  and  Seminole  Marketplace 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLWYOOD  —  The  Seminole  Okalee 
Indian  Village  opened  up  its  doors  and  invited  the 
public  in  to  experience  Seminole  culture  at  Okalee 
Village  Fun  Day  on  the  afternoon  of  March  25. 

The  flyer  read  “Unconquered  Spirit, 
Unforgettable  Adventure,”  and  what  an  adventure  it 
was  with  live  animal  shows  that  provided  for  enter¬ 
tainment  as  well  as  education.  A  few  of  the  day’s  other 
activities  included  animal  encounters,  feedings,  alliga¬ 
tor  wrestling  and  enjoying  real  Seminole  culture  first¬ 
hand. 

Parents  and  adults  were  impressed  and 
intrigued  as  they  admired  Seminole  patchwork  pre- 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


These  girls  watching  the  show  are  from  Australia. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Guests  of  Fun  Day  experienced  beading. 


sented  by  Tribal  citizens  Minnie  Doctor  and  Nettie 
Stewart.  The  two  displayed  their  authentic  Seminole 
skirts,  dolls,  necklaces  and  wood  carvings  —  all  made 
by  their  hardworking,  strong  Seminole  hands. 

Dedicated  Tribal  citizen  Linda  Jim  spent  her 
birthday  under  the  cooking  chickee  making  frybread 
and  Indian  tacos  for  guests  to  sample. 

The  day  came  to  an  end  as  kids  departed,  tak¬ 
ing  pieces  of  Tribal  culture  with  them.  Hopefully  the 
experience  will  last  them  a  lifetime  and  they  will 
appreciate  the  Seminoles’  ways. 


A 
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Roman  Holiday  -  With  A  Hard  Rock  Twist 


Submitted  by  Peggie  Reynolds 

ROME,  ITALY  —  Many 
travelers  include  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
local  Hard  Rock  Cafe  and  store  on 
their  itinerary  within  the  U.S.  or 
abroad.  When  they  return  home,  they 
add  yet  another  Hard  Rock  T-shirt  or 
cap  from  such  places  as  Honolulu, 

Sydney,  London,  Paris  or  Chicago  to 
their  collection. 

During  a  winter  trip  to  Rome, 

Peggie  Reynolds  from  the  Tribal 
Grants  and  Government  Relations 
Department  headed  straight  for  the 
Rome  Hard  Rock  Cafe  on  Via  Vittorio 
Veneto. 

What  made  this  visit  unique 
is  that  the  Seminole  Tribe  had  recently 
announced  its  purchase  of  the  Hard 
Rock  International  chain.  Carrying  a 
variety  of  Tribal  and  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  items,  Peggie  dropped  by  the 
Roman  cafe  to  share  gifts  and  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  managers  and  staff. 

The  Roman  welcome  could 
not  have  been  warmer.  General 
Manager  Jesus  Rodriguez,  Operations 
Manager  Alessio  Bisongi  and  Sales  & 

Marketing  Manager  Barbara  “Bibi” 

Legnani  and  the  rest  of  the  staff  were 
all  very  hospitable. 

The  afternoon  visit  soon  became  a  whirlwind 
of  chatter  and  excitement.  Copies  of  The  Seminole 
Tribune  helped  answer  some  of  the  questions  about 


the  Seminole  community,  and  Seminole  pin  dolls  con¬ 
veyed  a  little  of  the  Tribe’s  culture  and  goodwill. 

The  next  Hard  Rock  stop  for  Peggie  will  be 
Beijing,  China  in  September. 
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On  Eagles’ Wings:  Faith,  Hope  and  Basketball 

Native  American  Ministry  Meets  Kids  on  Their  Own  Turf 


K.B.  Schaller  is  an  independent  journalist,  between  the  Tribal  leaders,  local  churches  psychological  abuse.  The  school  drop- 

novelist,  artist  and  photographer  based  in  and  the  pastors.  out  rate  for  Native  youths  is  estimated  to 


Plantation,  Fla.  She  contributes  to  a  large¬ 
ly  Native  American  readership. 

By  K.B.  Schaller 

When  the  Native  youth 
evangelizing  team  On  Eagles 
Wings,  an  outreach  of  Ron 
Hutchcraft  Ministries,  landed  in 
South  Florida  on  March  24,  it  was 
their  first  spring  break  visit  to 
South  Florida  reservations  includ¬ 
ing  Big  Cypress,  Brighton  and 
Hollywood. 

The  team  was  comprised 
of  individuals  representing  about 
20  Indian  nations.  Those  from  the 
continental  United  States  included 
the  Chickasaw,  Creek,  Western 
Seminole,  Navajo,  Apache,  Pueblo, 
Cherokee,  Ojibwe  and  Choctaw. 

The  Yupik  Eskimo  and  Athabaskan 
tribes  hailed  from  Alaska.  The  Cree 
and  Mohawk  represented  the 
Canadian  Tribes. 

“This  trip  was  not  in  our 
plans  or  budget,”  says  the  Rev.  Craig 
Stephen  Smith  (Ojibwe),  “but  God  enabled 
us  to  answer  the  call.”  A  pastor  as  well  as 
the  author  of  White  Man ’s  Gospel  —  con¬ 


Coordinating  such  a  visit  and  act- 
.s  host  to  the  team  would  have  been  a 


K.B.  Schaller 

In  Brighton,  an  OEW  team  member  describes  how  her 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  helped  her  to  triumph  over 
depression  and  other  issues. 


daunting  job  to  one  less  experienced;  but 
Jumper’s  33  years  of  experience  —  he  has 
held  his  position  since  the  Recreation 
Department’s  inception  —  assured  that 


be  over  30  percent  and  also  figures  into 
the  scenario  of  hopelessness. 

“After  listening  to  the 
unique  challenges  facing  native 
young  people,  Chairman  Cypress 
okayed  the  OEW  visit,”  Craig 
Smith  says,  and  underscores  the 
position  of  Ron  Hutchcraft 
Ministries:  “Native  American 
youths  are  the  most  devastated 
young  people  in  America.” 

Sharing  this  belief,  local 
pastors,  no  longer  content  to 
watch  the  continuing  devastation 
from  the  sidelines,  united  to 
invite  OEW  with  their  unique 
brand  of  Native  ministry  to 
South  Florida.  They  believed 
that,  through  the  individual  OEW 
team  member’s  stories  of  hope 
explaining  what  Jesus  Christ  has 
done  to  change  their  lives,  they 
could  bring  an  added  sense  of  hope 

-  to  the  Big  Cypress,  Brighton,  and 

Hollywood  communities. 

And  by  the  end  of  the  evangeliz¬ 
ing  tour,  based  on  the  OEW  team  mem¬ 
ber ’s  stories  of  overcoming  many  adversi¬ 
ties  in  their  young  lives,  nearly  a  hundred 


An  OEW  team  member  shares  how  her  new  Christian  faith  helped  her  to  overcome 
problems  plaguing  many  native  youths. 


Following  a  formula  that  has 
worked  for  OEW  in  the  past,  the  team 
spent  the  first  of  their  three  days-per-reser- 
vation  trips  passing  out  flyers  door-to-door 
to  generate  interest  in  their  evangelistic 
presentation,  “Extreme  Action.” 

“We  meet  native  kids  on  then- 
own  turf —  any  place  where  there’s  a  bas¬ 
ketball  court.  The  team  then 
challenges  the  locals  to  a 
basketball  game.  There, 
they  establish  rapport,  inter¬ 
act,  and  share  their  stories 
of  hope,”  Smith  says. 

The  basketball 


game  and  shoot-out  includes  worship  teams.” 


with  local  pastors  to  preserve  the  harvest 
and  encourage  new  leadership.  In  fact,  I 
sort  of  step  back  and  allow  the  OEW  mem¬ 
bers  to  do  most  of  the  leading.  After  all, 
our  youths  are  the  leaders  of  tomorrow  and 
the  future  of  the  church.” 

OEW,  Smith  further  explains,  also 
encourages  the  Big  Cypress,  Brighton  and 
Hollywood  kids  to  attend  the  Warrior 
Leadership  Summit  this  summer.  “At 
WLS,  they  will  meet  and  interact  with 
between  eight  hundred  and  a  thousand 
young  natives  who  have  passionate  hearts 
for  Christ.  The  summit  will  also  feature 
The  Third  Day  Singers  and  other  native 


In  Hollywood,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (front  row,  center)  poses  with  OEW  te; 
members.  Back  row:  Ray  Smith  (L);  youth  pastor  Tony  Tiger  (5th  from  left);  the  Rev.  Craig  S 
team  members. 


1  man  holding  boy) i 


food,  Christian  rap  music 
with  a  deejay,  a  comedy 
sketch,  other  fun  events,  as 
well  as  the  stories  of  hope 
by  those  whose  lives  were 
changed  by  accepting  Jesus 
Christ.  And  although  OEW 
targets  young  adults 
between  the  ages  of  18  and 
34,  all  are  welcome  to 
attend  their  functions. 

“By  the  second 
night,  the  word  is  out,  and 
the  attendance  tends  to 
build,”  Smith  states.  “The 
greatest  crowd  is  almost 
always  on  the  third  night.” 

Smith  further 

explains  the  OEW  strategy: 
“We  have  found  that  three 
days  at  each  place  works 
best,  and  we  avoid  meeting 
at  churches.  They  are  not 
places  where  lost  youths 
would  feel  comfortable.  We 
also  avoid  ‘churchy’  words 
such  as  ‘testimonies’.  We 
prefer  ‘stories  of  hope’ 
because  they  more  aptly 
describe  changed  lives.” 

Smith  also  states 
that  “OEW  is  not  about 


sidered  by  many  to  be  a  must-read  for  all 
considering  native  ministry  —  Smith  has 
directed  the  team  for  the  past  four  years. 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  as 
well  as  the  local  pastors  and  congregations 
extended  every  courtesy  and  made  us  feel 
right  at  home,”  he  says. 

Right  from  the  start,  however,  the 
team  faced  some  challenges  in  reaching  the 
Sunshine  State:  cancelled  and  delayed 
flights  because  of  snow  storms  in  many 
northern  areas,  and  luggage  woes  that 
resulted  in  uncoordinated  arrivals. 

“We  had  planned  for  the  area 
churches  to  see  the  team  before  we  began, 
but  groups  arrived  at  different  times  and 
were  too  scattered  about,”  Smith  says,  “so 
we  didn’t  have  time  to  meet  together  to  set 
up  for  ministry.” 

Smith  then  cites  an  instance  where 
“One  team  arrived  at  around  2  a.m.  They 
then  had  to  travel  over  50  miles  to  the  Big 
Cypress  Reservation,  get  settled  in,  and  be 
up  by  8  a.m.  to  drive  over  an  hour  to  the 
Brighton  community. 

“But  these  are  seasoned  OEW 
members,”  he  adds  quickly,  “and  by  5  p.m. 
everything  was  up  and  running.” 

According  to  Seminole  Recreation 
Director  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper,  the 
historic  visit  had  been  in  the  making  for  six 
months,  and  required  careful  collaboration 


OEW  enjoyed  their  stay. 

Jumper,  along  with  others  on  the 
Brighton  and  Big  Cypress  Reservations, 
planned  such  necessaries  as  the  team’s  liv¬ 
ing  quarters — which  on  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation  were  Chickee  cabins — and 
were  also  responsible  for  the  team’s  trans¬ 
portation  and  food. 

But  not  all  was  evangelizing  work 
for  OEW;  there  was  also  that  special  brand 
of  Seminole  hospitality:  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  presented  T-shirts  and  gift  packets 
to  the  team,  and  provided  a  tour  of  Ah-Tah- 
Thi-ki  Museum,  and  a  trip  to  the  beaches. 
The  team,  as  a  gesture  of  gratitude,  pre¬ 
sented  the  Chairman  with  OEW  T-shirts. 

“The  trip  was  initiated  by 
Reverend  Salaw  Hummingbird  (Cherokee, 
Big  Cypress),”  Jumper  says.  “Along  with 
pastors  Wonder  Johns  (Creek,  Brighton), 
Arlen  Payne  (Big  Cypress),  Bruce  Pratt 
(Pawnee,  Hollywood)  and  Paul  Buster 
(Seminole,  Hollywood)  they  met  with 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  other  tribal 
leaders.” 

The  pastors  then  voiced  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues  that  affect  Native 
American  youths  as  a  whole,  cutting  across 
economic  and  cultural  fines:  broken  homes, 
alcohol,  drug  abuse,  early  deaths  due  to 
suicide,  homicides  that  are  often  related  to 
substance  abuse,  and  physical,  sexual  and 


OEW  team  members  share  hope  stories  and  show  off  T-shirts,  gifts  from  their  host,  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida. 


Native  youths  from  the  three  local  commu¬ 
nities  had  accepted  the  Christian  gospel 
and  committed  their  lives  to  Jesus  Christ. 


leading  young  natives  to  Christ  and  then 
abandoning  them.  We  also  leave  materials 


Smith  also  says  that  out  of  54 
youths  who  committed  their  fives  during 
WLS  2006  alone,  32  are  now  either  in  or 
preparing  for  full-time  ministry. 

Although  Craig  Smith  is  the  driv¬ 
ing  force  behind  the  OEW  team,  part  of  the 
key  to  its  success  is  LaDonna  Smith 
(Navajo),  Craig  Smith’s  wife  and  ministry 
partner  for  30  years.  Her  role,  though  less 
visible  and  performed  more  quietly,  is  still 
an  integral  part  of  the  ministry. 

“I’m  largely  a  kind  of  mom  for 
the  girls.  And  I  fit  in  and  assist  Craig 
whenever  and  however  I  can,”  she  says.  “I 
consider  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to 
work  with  my  husband.” 

LaDonna  Smith  adds  that  she  is 
deeply  involved  in  discipleship  training  for 
the  OEW  team.  “Mentoring  and  providing 
a  prayer  covering  are  important  compo¬ 
nents  of  this  ministry.  The  team  has  to  be 
ready  for  battle  when  the  Enemy  comes 
after  them.” 

Tony  Tiger  (Sac- 

Fox/Creek/Seminole),  who  is  studying  for 
a  master’s  degree  in  art  as  well  as  serving 
as  youth  minister  for  the  team,  shared  his 
story  of  hope,  delivered  sermons  to  area 
churches,  and  described  the  team’s  evan¬ 
gelizing  mission.  Tiger  also  helps  to  “keep 
the  OEW  team  energized.  I  serve  as  coun¬ 
selor  and  leader  and  I  make  sure  that  they 
eat  well,  get  enough  rest,  and 
stay  healthy  both  spiritually 
and  physically,”  he  says. 

Tiger  adds  that  his 
responsibilities  also  include 
day-to-day  functions.  “I  do 
things  like  organize  trips  to 
the  mall  and  keep  the  kids 
pumped  up  and  excited.” 

Craig  Smith  adds, 
“Sooner  or  later,  though,  we 
older  folks  will  have  to  pass 
the  torch  to  these  young  peo¬ 
ple,  and  they  are  the  ones 
who  must  run  with  it  and 
keep  it  burning.” 

Craig’s  father,  Ray, 
also  accompanied  the  OEW 
team.  The  elder  Smith  is 
involved  in  the  administra¬ 
tive  end  of  CHIEF,  a  min¬ 
istry  dedicated  to  raising  up 
native  pastors  in  the 
Americas.  Still  energetic  and 
active,  he  agrees  with  his 
son,  but  is  not  ready  to  pass 
the  torch  just  yet.  “I  thought 
about  retiring  once,”  he  says, 
“but  there’s  still  just  too 
much  more  I  can  do  in  min¬ 
istry.” 
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Chris  Jenkins 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  President  Moses  Osceola  reminisce  about  the  good  ol’  days. 


Chairman  Celebrates  60th  Birthday 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  “Sixty 
and  Better  than  Ever”  was  the  theme 
and  the  star  of  the  show  was  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress.  On  March  30  a 
packed  house  of  family,  friends  and 
employees  gathered  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Entertainment  Complex  to  celebrate 
his  milestone  birthday. 

Joining  the  chairman  for  the 
festivities  were  President  Moses 
Osceola  and  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R. 
Tommie,  who  emceed  for  the  day. 

Also  attending  were  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens  and  well-wishers  including:  Edna 
McDuffie,  Paul  Bowers  Sr.,  Joe 
Osceola,  Stanlo  Johns,  Helene  Buster, 
Louise  Gopher,  Joe  Osceola,  Mike 
Tiger,  Hendry  County  Commissioner 
Bill  Maddox,  daughter  Angie  Cypress, 
artist  Guy  LaBree,  Suzanne  Davis  and 
Vicky  Barogiannis. 


Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.  and  friend  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  says  a  few 
words  about  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  as  Fort  Pierce  Liaison 
S.R.  Tommie  (R)  watches. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Mentalist  and  entertainer  Guy  Bavli  performs  with  audience  participant  and  Tribal  Information 
Technology  Department  employee  Mario  Silva. 


Timi  Bearden  recited  a 
poem  in  tribute  to  the  chairman  and 
his  late  daughter  Michelle. 

The  chairman  enjoyed  the 
show  of  support,  saying  “I  thank 
everyone  who  came  out  today.” 

Birthday  gifts  from  friends 
and  well-wishers  included  special 
presents  from  Tribal  citizen  Linda 
Frank  as  well  as  2007  Miss  Hendry 
County  Jenna  Stephens. 

The  entertainment  for  the 
afternoon  was  a  slide  show  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  chairman  and  family  over 
the  years.  The  band  Private  Stock 
played  and  a  special  performance  by 
“Master  of  the  Mind”  mentalist  and 
entertainer  Guy  Bavli  also  enter¬ 
tained  the  audience.  Bavli,  a  nation¬ 
ally  known  performer,  used  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  humor,  suspense,  magic 
and  mind  skills  to  keep  the  guests 
excited  and  amazed. 


Chris  Jenkins 

(L-R)  Mindy  Fish,  Chairman  Cypress  and  Marcia  Green. 


Chairman  Cypress  participates  on  stage  Chairman  Cypress  receives  a  gift  from  2007  Miss  Hendry 
with  mentalist  and  entertainer  Guv  Bavli.  County  Jenna  Stephens. _ 


Robert  B.  Frank  Jr. 

Named  Tribal 
Programs  Officer 

Seminole  Tribal  citizen  Robert  B.  Frank 
Jr.  has  been  appointed  Tribal  Programs  Officer, 

Chief  Operations  Officer  Elrod  Bowers  announced 
April  18. 

Bobby  has  been  employed  with  the  Tribe 
since  August  1996.  He  worked  as  a  videographer 
(camera  operation)  and  production  coordinator,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  director  of 
Seminole  Broadcasting,  assuming  responsibility 
for  the  operations  management  of  five  facilities. 

“Bobby’s  management  experience  and 
extensive  knowledge  of  Tribal  operations  will  be  a 

great  asset  to  the  Chief  Operations  Department,”  MeUssa  Sherman 

Bowers  said  in  his  announcement  of  Frank’s  Tribal  Programs  Officer  Robert  B.  Frank  Jr. 

appointment.  _ 
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Look  What’s  Happening  in  the  Housing  Department 

Housing  Takes  Aggressive  Approach  to  Improvements 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 


Seminole  Housing  Department’s 
goal  is  to  provide  quality  housing 
for  Tribal  citizens.  In  order  to  fol¬ 
low  through  with  that,  staff  mem¬ 
bers  are  making  improvements  to 
the  community. 

Tents,  tables,  chair  and 
barbecue  were  set  up  at  the 
Seminole  Wind  Apartments  on  the 
afternoon  of  March  29  so  members 
of  the  community  could  view  and 
comment  on  the  improvements.  A 
fresh  paint  job  to  the  exterior  is 
always  a  new  beginning.  There  are 
also  new  signs  at  the  apartments 
identifying  them  as  Seminole  Wind 
Apartments. 

Hollywood  Council 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Hollywood  Rep.  Max  Osceola  talks  with  Housing  Department  staff. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

(L-R)  Alex,  Kwan  and  Irene  Tommie  listen  attentively. 


Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  along  with 
Housing  Director  Troland  “Troy”  V.  Clay,  discussed 
many  of  the  recent  improvements  made  at  the  town 
homes  and  apartments  in  the  Seminole  Wind  complex. 

Safety  is  the  department’s  top  priority  and 
many  of  the  improvements  made  were  made  with  that 
in  mind.  Some  of  these  improvements  include:  24/7 
manned  surveillance,  gates  on  the  dumpster  enclo¬ 


sures,  controlled  access  points  and  additional  lighting. 

Their  will  also  now  be  monthly  routine 
inspections  by  Seminole  Police  Department  officers. 
This  effort  is  part  of  a  new  Housing  Department  pro¬ 
gram  to  ensure  long-term  effectiveness,  safety  and 
quality. 

Department  Service  Manager  Lori  Milano 
said  she  is  excited  about  these  improvements  as  the 
department  strives  to  meet  its  goal  of  providing  quali¬ 
ty  housing.  She  added,  “We  will  continue  to  build  on  a 
positive  prideful  relationship  with  our  Tribal  members 
and  ask  your  assistance  and  cooperation  in  helping  us 
maintain  our  rental  complexes.” 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Lori  Milano  (R)  talks  with  housing  tenants  and  staff. 


Hazard  Mitigation  Workshop,  Meeting 


Story  by  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  In  an  effort  to  establish 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  All  Hazard  Mitigation 
Plan,  a  public  meeting  took  place  on  March  26  at  2 
p.m.  in  the  Big  Cypress  Community  Center. 

The  Office  of  Emergency  Management  and 
Utilities/Public  Works  Department  co-hosted  a  work¬ 
shop  that  morning  to  provide  an  overview  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  mitigation  planning  process.  They  also  wanted  to 
collect  information  from  Tribal  Council  representa¬ 
tives,  department 
directors  and  the 
Tribe’s  Hazard 
Mitigation  Steering 
Committee. 

Alejandro 
Toro,  vice  president 
of  Metcalf  & 

Eddy/AECOM,  and 
Daniel  Martin  of 
Integrated  Solutions 
Consulting  gave  a 
PowerPoint  presenta¬ 
tion  identifying  the 
meeting’s  purpose  and 
objectives,  and  the 
goals  sought  by  the 
Tribe. 

According  to 
the  presentation,  miti¬ 
gation  is  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  emergency 
management.  It  is  an 
ongoing  effort  to 
lessen  the  impact  of 
disasters  through 
damage  prevention 
and  insurance. 

Mitigation  measures  include  building  safely  within 
potential  hazard  areas  and  engineering  buildings  and 
infrastructures  to  withstand  hazard  impacts,  among 
others  measures. 

The  goals  of  the  Mitigation  Plan  include 
assisting  residents,  businesses,  emergency  personnel 
and  others  in  order  to  minimize  the  potential  damage 
of  a  disaster  and  provide  a  framework  for  sustainable 
development.  These  goals  are  designed  to  comply  with 
the  latest  requirements  of  the  Disaster  Mitigation  Act 
of  2000. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  plan,  the  Seminole 
Tribe  will  be  assured  eligibility  for  future  funding 


opportunities  through  the  Department  of  Homeland 
Security/Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency’s 
hazard  mitigation  grant  programs. 

Representatives  from  all  major  Tribal  depart¬ 
ments  had  an  opportunity  to  express  their  concerns 
and  ideas  regarding  response  efforts  and  preventive 
techniques.  Some  stressed  the  vulnerability  of  the 
Tribe  without  a  mitigation  program  and  said  the  need 
for  public  participation  is  vital  for  FEMA  approval. 
FEMA  gives  incentives  to  local  governments  who 


adopt  mitigation  plans,  which  will  put  them  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  for  immediate  funding  should  a  disaster  take 
place. 

STOF  Emergency  Manager  Curt  Sommerhoff 
pointed  out:  “Currently  there  is  no  flood  plane  map¬ 
ping  on  tribal  lands  and  water  treatment  and  manage¬ 
ment  programs  are  being  instituted  to  protect  from 
overflow  and  contamination.  This  is  important  not 
only  from  a  community  prospective  but  has  a  signifi¬ 
cant  effect  on  the  Tribe’s  agricultural  ventures.” 

After  adopting  a  plan,  the  Tribe  can  work 
with  FEMA  in  administering  its  own  grant  so  impact¬ 
ed  areas  can  receive  immediate  relief. 
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luzvet  &  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-T1XX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferreduftimate.com 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  +  Hotels  4-  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or  (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredu1timatetravel.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Diana  Ross 
John  Legend 
Christina  Aguilera 
Steely  Dan 
Gwen  Stefani 
Charlie  Daniels/M.  Tucker 
Godsmack 
Roger  Waters 
Ricky  Martin 
Steve  Miller  Band 
Tool 

Kenny  Chesney 
Rush 

The  Police 
Morissey 
Beyonce 
Toby  Keith 
Miami  Heat 


We  Deliver  -  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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IXeview 


by  Uamuiin  Kiyoshk 

A  Fashionable  Journey  through  Time 


In  the  beginning,  they  were  not  even  an 
official  nation.  Art  and  culture  were  luxuries  that  a 
people  on  the  run  could  not  afford. 

Their  first  numbers  consisted  of  a  con¬ 
glomerate  of  proud  individuals  who  valued  their 
freedom  and  efficacy  above  all  else.  Most  were 
renegades  from  the  East  Coast  and  Bayou  Tribes 
fleeing  the  oppression  and  genocidal  policies  of  the 
likes  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Miccosukee,  Muscogee 
and  Creeks,  joined  by  runaways  from  slavery  and 
some  white  sympathizers,  would  emerge  into 
today’s  Seminole  and 
Miccosukee  tribes  of 
Florida. 

Many  cere¬ 
monies  and  art  forms 
were  lost  as  small  family 
groups  fled  from 
“swamp  to  swamp,”  with 
soldiers  and  dogs  not  far 
behind,  often  leaving 
every  possession  except 
the  clothes  on  their 
backs. 

After  a  bitter 
resistance  that  lasted 
almost  40  years  and 
reduced  their  numbers  to 
less  than  200,  they 
regrouped  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  the  Everglades. 

With  a  determination  to 
survive,  they  took  what 
the  swamps  had  to  offer 
to  create  a  new  culture 
based  on  the  traditions, 
legends  and  language 
they  managed  to  retain. 

The  history  of 
their  art  is  traced  by  their 
clothing  —  styles,  mate¬ 
rials,  assembly  and 
demands  of  the  environ¬ 
ment.  This  is  not  unusual 
as  the  indigenous  peo¬ 
ples  of  North  America 
created  their  ceremonies, 
dwellings,  clothing  and 
even  food  to  fit  into  a 
holistic  pattern  with  the 
natural  world.  Animals, 
the  elements,  trees  and 
plants,  they  believed, 
were  all  part  of  a  grand 
scheme,  and  the  objec¬ 
tive  was  to  coexist  with 
Creation.  Respect  was 
the  guiding  principle. 

Today  the  fash¬ 
ions  of  the  Seminoles  and  Miccosukee  Tribes  are 
the  subject  of  many  books  and  museum  exhibits 
throughout  the  state.  They  make  for  a  fascinating 
record  of  periods  of  destitution  and  affluence.  Art  of 
the  Florida  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  Indians,  by 
historian  Dorothy  Downs,  is  an  extremely  compre¬ 
hensive  and  loving  tribute  to  the  evolution  of  cloth¬ 
ing  as  art.  It  also  covers  aspects  of  making  canoes, 
baskets,  household  utensils  and  even  the  building  of 
thatched  chickee  shelters. 


Dr.  Downs  explains  how  emerging  technol¬ 
ogy  was  adapted  into  refining  the  manufacture  of 
clothing  and  necessities,  and  how  new  materials 
reflected  encounters  with  traders,  merchants  and 
other  tribes.  Versatile  and  creative  Indian  men  and 
women  readily  learned  to  use  sewing  machines  and 
the  cloth  and  trinkets  acquired  via  trade.  Through 
the  consolidation  of  the  skills  of  the  various  cultures 
that  made  up  their  community,  the  distinctive  and 
colorful  patchwork  patterns  would  evolve  into  the 
trademark  garments  known  worldwide  —  and  once 
sported  with  pride 
by  Pablo  Picasso 
himself. 

Art  of  the 
Florida  Seminole 
and  Miccosukee 
Indians  is  a  lively 
retelling  of 
Seminole  history, 
fun  to  read, 
entwined  with  anec¬ 
dotes  about  what 
the  people  were 
wearing,  with  won¬ 
derful  period  photo¬ 
graphs  and  illustra¬ 
tions.  The  book 
may  be  dated  by  its 
1995  publication 
date,  but  the  materi¬ 
al  is  very  relevant 
and  entertaining.  It 
is  not  the  last  word 
on  the  Florida 
Tribes  and  their  art, 
fashions  or  culture, 
however. 

Art  is 

dynamic  and  new 
forms  will  continue 
to  emerge  from  the 
soul  of  a  nation, 
reflecting  changing 
times,  popular  cul¬ 
ture,  prosperity  and 
materials  available. 
While  new  artists 
will  continue  to 
express  themselves  in 
the  language  of  the 
times,  the  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  remain  intact. 

What  is  the 
source  of  Seminole 
inspiration?  From 
what  I  know  of  this 
resilient  people,  they 
turn  to  family,  nature, 
tradition  and  their  personal  bests.  Their  art,  writing, 
music,  carvings  and  ceremonies  still  reflect  an  affin¬ 
ity  with  Creation.  In  an  era  of  computers  and  curi¬ 
ous  youth,  there  is  no  limit  to  what  one  can  expect 
from  this  nation  known  for  its  enterprising  spirit. 

Dorothy  Downs’s  wonderful  book  becomes 
a  jumping-off  point  for  those  who  want  to  know 
how  it  all  started.  Feel  free  to  speculate  and  enjoy 
an  exciting  journey. 


Title:  Art  of  the  Florida  Seminole  and  Miccosukee 
Indians 

Author:  Dorothy  Downs, 

Edition:  Illustrated. 

Binding:  Trade  paperback 
Publisher:  University  Press  of  Florid 
Date  Published:  1995 
ISBN:  0-8130-1536-7 


Special  Tribal  Council  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins  Resolution  4:  Approval  to  enter  into  a  settle- 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Tribal  Council  met  ment,  recapitalization  and  clarification  agreement  and 
for  a  special  session  on  March  26  and  passed  one  res-  related  documents  with  Power  Plant,  Entertainment, 
olution.  LLC;  limited  waiver  of  immunity. 


❖  Council 

Continued  from  page  1 

Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  26:  Issuance  of  a  revocable  per¬ 
mit  by  Dan  Bowers  to  Clear  Channel  Outdoor- 
Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  27 :  Standard  form  of  agreement 
between  owner  and  contractor  where  the  basis  of  pay¬ 
ment  is  a  stipulated  sum  between  the  Seminole  Tribe 


of  Florida  and  CAL  Development,  Inc.,  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  three  single  family  homes  on  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  28:  Ford  Motor  Credit  Company 
Indian  Tribal  Government  lease-purchase  agreement 
No.  49990  as  amended  by  schedule  4999052:  waiver 
of  Sovereign  Immunity 

Resolution  29:  Approval  of  agreement  with 
HKS  Architects,  Inc.,  for  Design  and  Contract 
Administration  Services  related  to  the  construction  of 
improvements  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  and 
Casino-Tampa 


Cell:  954,709.5624  -  Fax:  954.434,8607 
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Seeing  the  World  in  a  New  Light: 


An  Essay  on  American  Impressionism 


“Color  is  my  daylong  obsession,  joy  and  torment.  ” 

—  Claude  Monet 

By  Elgin  Jumper 

Comprehension,  according  to  Merriam- Webster’s 
Collegiate  Dictionary,  is  “the  act  or  action  of 
grasping  with  the  intellect:  understanding.”  Yet  I 
would  say  it  is  not  restricted  to  the  intellect,  for  deep 
within  the  wondrous  realms  of  inquiry  and  wisdom 
resides  the  heart  in  a  rich  golden  light.  The  heart,  in 
the  ways  it  takes  to  something  truly  heartfelt,  can 
grasp  what  it  holds 
profound  passions  for 
as  well. 

And  so,  to 
further  comprehen¬ 
sion  and  gain  a  deeper 
inspiration,  I  recently 
visited  the  Naples 
Museum  of  Art,  just 
off  U.S.  Route  41  in 
Naples,  Fla.  for  the 
“Impressions: 

Americans  in  France, 

1860-1930”  exhibi¬ 
tion,  which  will  be  on 
display  through  May 
13. 

The 

American 

Impressionists  in  this 
show,  it  seems,  were 
those  significant 
artists  who  made 
France  their  home,  or 
visited  and  were  in 
turn  greatly  inspired 
by  the  famous  artistic 
developments  there. 

Thus  they  brought  _ 

valuable  inspiration 

back  to  America,  to  other  American  artists.  And,  of 
course,  to  me,  a  Native  American  artist. 

I  have  long  been  fascinated  by  the  mother 
and  child  theme  in  the  paintings  of  Mary  Cassatt,  the 
only  American  ever  permitted  to  exhibit  with  the 
French  Impressionists.  She  was  also  the  only 
American  allowed  into  their  immediate  circle.  Cassatt 
was  influenced,  as  were  many  of  the  Impressionists, 
by  Japanese  printwork.  Yet  I  often  see  that  same  moth¬ 
er  and  child  theme,  full  of  emotion,  in  Seminole  art¬ 
work  and  photos,  and  must  say  I  encourage  it  and 
hope  to  see  more.  The  images  are  so  iconic,  so  remi¬ 
niscent  of  Mary  and  Jesus,  which  is  why  Cassatt’s 
work  endures.  Cassatt,  who  trained  first  in 
Pennsylvania,  journeyed  to  France  after  the  Civil  War, 
and  painted  theater  scenes  before  her  mother  and  child 
paintings,  which  even  now  she  is  more  revered  for. 

As  I  understand  it,  shortly  after  the  Civil  War, 
American  artists  traveled  to  Paris  in  large  numbers  to 
study  and  to  refine  their  talents.  They  studied  land¬ 
scape  painting  and  the  “peasant  genre”  as  themes  to 
work  in.  Colonial  painters  had  visited  Paris  as  well, 
but  not  on  the  same  scale.  Winslow  Homer  produced 


painters.  Stewart’s  colorful  and  vibrant  paintings  cap¬ 
tured  scenes  concerned  with  elaborate  social  func¬ 
tions,  yachting,  tennis,  carriage  outings  and  beautifully 
gowned  women.  His  was  an  out-of-doors  style  of 
painting,  and  proficiently  rendered.  Stewart’s  Summer 
transports  one  to  the  glimmering  summer  days  in 
France  around  1880,  with  wealthy  men  and  women 
promenading  through  field  and  country. 

At  this  show,  too,  I’m  glad  to  see,  is  the  work 
of  John  Singer  Sargent,  who  is  known  more  often  for 
his  magnificent  portraits  and  work  in  pure  figure 


Chickee  kissed  by  sunlight  inspires  Jumper  to  create  a  new  type  of  Impressionism. 


Monet,  being  one  of  the  original 
French  Impressionists  —  the  name  came 
from  a  derogatory  review  of  Monet’s 
Impression  Sunrise  —  associated  with 
only  a  handful  of  American  Impressionists 
who  invaded  Givemy.  But  there  was  yet 
another  American  painter  who  became 
exceptionally  close  to  Monet. 

Theodore  Butler,  a  landscape 
painter,  married  Suzanne,  another  one  of 
Monet’s  daughters,  and  when  she  died,  he 
married  Marthe,  her  sister. 

Butler’s  Grainstacks,  Givemy 
seeks  to  surpass  the  haystacks 
and  wheat  stacks  of  his  famous 
father-in-law.  Later  though, 

Butler’s  work  would  be  impact¬ 
ed  by  Post-Impressionism-that 
is,  simplication  of  forms,  light 
and  colors  in  patterns,  looser 
brushwork,  less-defined  com¬ 
positions.  And  yet  when  I  see 
Butler’s  and  Monet’s  “stacks,” 

I  can’t  help  but  be  reminded  of 
my  own  work,  my  series  of 
contemporary  chickee  s  —  how 
I  see  them  time  and  time  again 
anew,  and  shimmering  bronze 
and  gold  leaves  in  the  sun! 

Friedrich  Frieseke,  an 
American  Impressionist  from 
the  Midwest,  and  was  of  the 
later  generations  into  Givemy. 

He  kept  mainly  to  himself,  and 
he,  too,  would  be  deeply  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  Post-Impressionist 
style,  with  his  somewhat 

Elgin  Jumper  adomed  abstractions,  artificial  colors,  and  the  artist’s  skills  in  contrast  and  colorful  floral  pat- 
intermittent  spots  of  sunlight  often  directed  terns.  Watkins  unfortunately  died  at  37. 


Impressions  of  a  chickee  in  shadow 


painting.  He  has  several  portraits  of  Monet,  but  I  find 
the  dark  bust  portrait  painted  in  1887  to  be  especially 
impressive.  In  his  early  years,  Sargent  had  a  tendency 
to  paint  more  in  the  rural  genre,  and  his  work  was 

more  loose  with  more  of  a  natural  brush-  _ 

stroke.  This  is  evident  in  the  work  titled 
Fishing  for  Oysters  at  Cancale,  a  paint¬ 
ing  for  which  Sargent  produced  two  pre¬ 
liminary  studies,  Girl  on  the  Beach  and 
Boy  on  the  Beach.  Here  the 
Impressionistic  vision  is  confirmed  with 
much  resplendence  and  vibrancy.  Yet 
there  were  other  American 
Impressionists  as  well,  who  were  enticed 


_  on  contemplative  women.  Interestingly 

enough,  his  approach  was  very  successful. 

Momentarily  back  to  Childe  Hassam,  a  fre¬ 
quent  visitor  to  Pont  Aven,  Brittany.  Hassam  started 
out  as  an  illustrator,  yet  his  untutored  eye  never  failed 
to  pick  up  beauty  the  untrained  artist  neglected  to 


“I  find  here  sunlight  that  seduces  the  eye, 
transcends  it,  even  transforms  it  with  terse 
illuminations,  and  reflects  it  back  to  us  on 
other  momentary  reflections  of  light.” 


away  into  an  Impressionism  entangled  in  the  relentless 
net  of  modernity. 

Theodore  Robinson’s  Angelas,  also  known  as 
Suzette,  portrays  a  young  peasant  girl  in  a  sun-swept 
landscape  near  a  lily  pond.  Still,  Robinson  had  painted 
this  one  around  1887,  long  before  he  was  to  become  a 
leader  in  the  American  Impressionist  movement.  The 
painting,  I  learned,  is  much  in  keeping  with  the 
Barbizon  school,  with  overcast  and  tonal  landscapes 
French  Farm  in  1867.  These  painters  were  quite  aware  and  peasant  lifestyles  represented.  When  I  see  the 

painting,  I  think  of  prayer  and  standing  in  darkness 
and  sunlight  at  the  same  time.  Robinson  went  further 
than  Barbizon,  and  was  known  for  painting  near  the 


of  the  Barbizon  art  colony,  which  advocated  a  school 
of  thought  that  lightened  the  rigors  of  peasant  life.  But 
American  painters  such  as  Robert  Wylie  with  his  pic¬ 
ture,  The  Postman 
(Reading  the  Letter  to 
the  Bridegroom),  and 
J.  Alden  Weir  with 
his,  The  Oldest 
Inhabitant,  began  to 
tell  a  more  rigorous 
story  on  their  canvas¬ 
es. 

But  the 

Impressionists  con¬ 
cerned  themselves 
primarily  with  the 
fleeting  moment,  cap¬ 
turing  it  despite  its 
precious  intangibility. 

Which  brings  me  hap¬ 
pily  to  another  great 
show  at  the  Naples 
Museum  of  Art: 

“Claude  Monet: 

Givemy  and  the 
North  of  France.” 

Inspiring,  to  say  the 
least.  I  could  lose 
myself  in  Monet’s 
brilliant  use  of  pastel 
colors,  where  crystal 
waters  and  then- 
reflections  drink  in 
fantastic  sunlight  and 

amazing  colors  become  the  eye’s  thought  in  patterns 
—  for  there  the  sun!  the  sun!  —  and  yet  all  is  fleeting, 
all  is  changing  and  constantly  in  flux,  so  that  many 
canvases  might  be  filled  to  chronicle  a  day. 

But  it  was  Robert  Reid  who  was  to  become 
one  of  the  leading  American  Impressionists.  Reid’s 
Blessing  the  Boats  is  one  of  the  first  paintings  you  see 
when  you  walk  into  the  first  gallery.  The  work  was 
rendered  in  a  somewhat  Academic  tradition  with  clear 
foreground,  middle  ground,  and  background,  but  here 
the  people  aren’t  as  detailed,  and  Reid  wasn’t  afraid  to 
use  themes  that  were  mortal  or  even  tragic.  Even  so, 
his  time  in  Paris  was  extraordinarily  successful. 

American  - 

Impressionist  Childe 
Hassam’s  painting  April 
Showers,  Champs  Elysee, 

Paris,  is  an  exquisite  instance 
of  an  American  capturing  the 
great  French  city.  The  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  carriage  is  quite  at 
odds  with  the  lightness  of  the 
horses  pulling  it,  a  delightful 
contrast.  I’m  enchanted  by  the 
work  every  time  I  view  it. 

Hassam,  who  visited  Paris  in  - 

the  late  1880s,  was  exception¬ 
ally  gifted  at  capturing  its  weather  conditions. 

I  myself  have  been  working  on  a  “chickee 
series”  of  contemporary  impressionstic  paintings,  just 
going  through  the  wondrous  permutations  of  the 
sequence,  trying  to  leam  and  understand  the  fleeting 
light.  Perhaps  it’s  emblematic  of  how  we  sometimes 
change,  how  we  occasionally  are  shown  a  new  light, 
and  how  we  begin  to  see  the  world  in  that  fresh,  new, 
radiant  light. 

Another  American  Impressionist  who  caught 
my  attention  at  the  show  was  Julius  LeBlanc  Stewart. 
Stewart  specialized  in  painting  the  upper  classes,  but 
he  had  gleaned  his  style  from  Spanish  Academic 


Jumper’s  artwork  combines  Seminole  tradition  with  bold,  modern  brushwork. 


village  of  Grez  sur  Loing,  a  far  scenic  locale  on  the 
river  Loing,  where  advantages,  not  apparent  at  the  for¬ 
mer,  were  to  be  had. 

Yet  there  were  still  other  American 
Impressionists,  and  these  found  their  way  to  Givemy, 
France  where  Claude  Monet  made  his  home.  Of  the 
first  group  of  Americans  to  make  it  to  Givemy, 
Theodore  Robinson  is  perhaps  the  most  prominent, 
but  also,  in  France,  there  would  be  others  such  as 
Theodore  Wendel  and  Willard  Metcalf. 

Theodore  WendeFs  Girl  with  Turkeys, 
Givemy,  is  infused  with  fantastic  light  and  color,  swift 
bmshwork  and  figure  painting,  but  facial  definition 
-  isn’t  as  important  as  the  fig¬ 
ure-painting  theme. 
Meanwhile,  Wendel ’s  friend 
Willard  Metcalf’s  Sunlight 
and  Shadow  is  a  striking 
example  of  exploring  the 
sun’s  effects  as  well  as  the 
effects  brought  on  by  sun¬ 
light  bmshing  across  the 
tops  of  trees.  The  paint  is 
applied  thickly,  impasto-like, 
and  the  sun  and  shadow  con- 
-  trasts  are  rather  astounding. 

Although  Wendel  and 

Metcalf  weren’t  all  that  close  to  Monet,  there  was 
another  artist  who  did,  fleetingly,  become  a  close 
friend  to  the  modem  “Old  Master.” 

John  Leslie  Breck  was  so  inspired  by 
Monet’s  paintings  of  haystacks  that  he  rendered  in  the 
same  manner,  his  own  series  of  grain  stacks.  Breck’s 
interpretation  of  sunlight  on  Monet’s  garden,  Garden 
at  Givemy,  shows  an  artist  quite  taken  with 
Impressionism’s  aesthetic  and  vision.  Yet  as  if  that 
wasn’t  enough,  Breck  also  fell  in  love  with  Blanche, 
one  of  Monet’s  daughters.  This  greatly  angered  the 
aging  French  Impressionist  and  thus  terminated  the 
artistic  harmony  at  Givemy. 


notice.  As  a  viewer  of  Hassam’s  painting  Afternoon  in 
Pont  Aven,  Brittany  —  undoubtedly  a  neo- 
Impressionistic  work  with  its  severe  impasto,  simplifi¬ 
cations  of  forms,  and  intense  colors  —  I  find  here  sun¬ 
light  that  seduces  the  eye,  transcends  it,  even  trans¬ 
forms  it  with  terse  illuminations,  and  reflects  it  back  to 
us  on  other  momentary  reflections  of  light.  And 
although  until  this  time,  Claude  Monet  had  been  the 
main  inspiration,  the  darker  pallette  and  slashing 
bmshwork  of  Edouard  Manet  were  fast  becoming  the 
model  that  newer  American  Impressionists  were  look¬ 
ing  to  for  enthusiasms. 

One,  Robert  Henri,  originally  from  Nebraska, 
was  academically  trained,  yet  he  was 
eventually  ensnared  by  the  light  and 
brought  over  to  the  Impressionists’ 
approach.  Henri’s  Night,  Fourteenth  of 
July  is  steeped  in  Manet’s  ever-dramatic 
palette,  and  more  natural  brushstrokes 

and  realist  portrayals  _ 

of  then-contemporary 
life,  Manet’s  main 
theme. 

Henri  was 
closely  linked  with 
yet  another  of  the 
American 
Impressionists.  A 
friend  of  Robert 

Henri,  Wilham  Glackens,  initially  came 
from  Philadelphia,  and  both  were 
immensely  influenced  by  Manet’s  work. 
Glackens’s  Quatorze  Juillet  echoes  his 
enchantment  with  Paris,  and  qualifies 
his  spirit  for  the  energies  of  the  com¬ 
moner.  I  see  the  painting  as  a  fresh 
recording  of  a  dark  moment,  though  not 
all  that  long  a  moment  for  lasting. 

Susan  Watkins  had  studied  in 
America  with  William  Merritt  Chase 
Elgin  jumper  before  journeying  to  Paris.  Between 

France  and  Italy,  Watkins  spent  no  less 

_  than  14  years,  and  her  work  is  laced 

throughout  with  academic  training  and 
Impressionism.  Watkins’s  Vicar  of  the  Fountains  de 
l  ’Observatoire,  Jardin  du  Luxembourg,  Paris,  and  A 
Young  Girl  (Daughter  of  Walter  S.  Martin),  displays 


And  Edward  Hopper,  better  known  for  his 
paintings  of  city  and  diner  scenes,  was  himself  influ¬ 
enced  by  Henri,  Manet,  and  Velasquez.  Hopper’s  Le 
Font  des  Arts  and  Le  Quai  des  Grands  Augustins  are 
impressionistic  in  spirit  —  in  their  renderings,  that  is. 
But  with  the  latter  painting  one  can  feel  the  dramatic 
power  of  isolation  and  the  strong  sense  of  being  alone, 
for  the  work  has  more  of  the  anonymity  and  alienation 
of  his  later,  more  famous  works. 

Even  so,  it  wouldn’t  be  until  1927  that  an 
American  Impressionist,  Guy  Pene  du  Bois,  captured 
the  unmistakable  essence  of  the  American  Paris  scene. 
Du  Bois,  from  Brooklyn,  had  been  trained  by  Henri, 
and  his  Americans  in  Paris  is  a  work  that  thoughtfully 
preserves  the  feeling  of  how  young  American  women, 
at  the  time,  flouted  convention  as  they  traveled  both 
far  and  wide. 

Later  American  Impressionists  gathered  in 
droves  around  states  such  as  California,  Connecticut, 
Indiana,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania.  But  the  catalyst 
of  the  present  movement  was  initiated  back  in  the 
1950s  when  major  museums  started  having  French 
Impressionist  exhibitions  again,  but  this  time  on  a  far 
larger  scale  than  ever  before.  Some  of  the  prominent 
American  Impressionists  were  Wilham  Merritt  Chase, 
Edmund  Charles  Tarbell,  and  Frank  Weston  Benson. 
Today,  we  have  Catherine  Elliot,  Lena  Kurovka,  Lee 
Tiller,  Lindsay  Dawson,  Tim  Howe,  Vitali  Komarov, 
Richard  Earl  Thompson,  and  John  C.  Terelak,  among 
many  others,  emulators  of  Manet,  Monet  and  others. 

The  American  Impressionism  and  Claude 
Monet  shows  left  such  lasting  imprints  and  I  couldn’t 
wait  to  set  my  feelings  down  on  paper! 

I  see  my  work  as  a  Native  American  interpre¬ 
tation  of  French  and  American  Impressionism,  for  ulti¬ 
mately  we  are 

“Ultimately  we  are  all  setting  down  down  on  can- 


on  canvas  the  overall  sense  of  light, 
and  to  me  they’re  revived  chickees 
longing  to  shimmer  in  the  sun.” 


vas  the  overall 
sense  of  light, 
and  to  me 
they’re 

revived  chick- 

_  ees  longing  to 

shimmer  in  the 
sun!  The  fea¬ 
tures  in  the  chickees  are  secondary  to  the  effects  of 
light  and  cast  shadows.  I  apply  light,  broken  brush- 
work,  stand  back  occasionally  to  the  get  the  lively 
contrast  of  values  in. 

I  stand  back  anyway  when  viewing  an 
Impressionistic  work,  to  let  colors  come  together,  to 
allow  harmonies  of  vigorous  work  to  become  one, 
though  not  too  precisely  painted.  The  preoccupation 
with  moments,  the  play  of  light,  changing  light  — 
recalling  the  Naples  show  —  the  thick  paint,  the  pro¬ 
found  interest  in  the  dynamic,  the  expressive,  in  all 
sincerity,  in  all  things  close  to  the  heart. 

Yes —  Life  to  be  lived!  To  be  treasured! 
Comprehending  dear,  fleeting  moments,  —  they  can 
never  be  brought  back  to  you  —  and  vanishing  still, 
the  lightest  rain  on  a  sultry  night.  And  as  for  me,  I 
shall  fortify  my  heart  ’gainst  the  onslaught. 


“Perhaps  it’s  emblematic  of 
how  we  sometimes  change, 
how  we  occasionally  are 
shown  a  new  light,  and  how 
we  begin  to  see  the  world  in 
that  fresh,  new,  radiant  light/ 


RICHARD 
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Awards  in  the  Culture  Class  were  presented  to  the  following  students,  and  two  other  classroom  teachers, 
who  posed  with  the  Culture  Class  staff:  First  row  (L-R):  Michelle  Jimmie,  Jathaniel  Brooks,  Ethan 
Balentine,  Alena  Stockton.  Second  row  (L-R):  Culture  Class  aide  Wanda  Billie  stands  next  to  staff  award 
winner  Roxann  Engel.  Award  winning  students  Stevie  Billie  and  Reggie  Billie,  staff  award  winner  Coach 
Randall  Chickler,  and  classroom  teacher  Danielle  Frye. 


School  Awards  Assembly  Dishes  Up  Surprises 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Ahfachkee  School’s 
third  quarter  awards  assembly  was  held  on  March  30. 
Teachers  rewarded  the  accomplishments  of  hardwork¬ 
ing  students  with  certificates  and  a  surprise  dish  of  ice 
cream  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

The  newest  groups  of  awards,  called  the 
Library  Awards,  were  introduced  this  year.  They  went 
to  youths  in  all  grades  and  recognizing  some  unusual 
but  important  achievements. 

Susie  Jim,  fifth  grader,  received  an  award  for 
shelving  books  and  sixth  grader  Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh 
received  an  award  for  working  behind  the  scenes. 

Sixth  grader  Lariah  Balentine  won  an  award  for  excel¬ 
lent  Native  American  research  and  Arnold  Billie,  third 
grader,  won  an  award  for  dedication  to  reading. 

Other  interesting  awards  in  the  high  school 
this  year  were  the  Plato  Honors.  Plato  Learning  is  an 
online  program  that  students  complete  on  their  own, 
independent  of  classroom  instruction. 

After  the  awards  program,  Principal  Terry 
Porter  congratulated  the  winners. 


Porter  also  announced  that  the  school  is 
working  on  creating  an  organized  sports  program.  For 
that  reason,  the  students  all  took  part  in  a  democratic 
process  of  suggesting  ideas  for  a  school  mascot  and 
school  colors  for  their  teams  and  then  the  students 
voted  on  their  favorites.  Porter  announced  the  results. 

He  declared  the  school  mascot  will  be  the 
Ahfachkee  Seminole  Warrior  and  the  school  colors 
will  be  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  official  colors  of  red,  yel¬ 
low,  back  and  white. 

“When  we  have  games  I  will  want  to  see 
those  colors  painted  on  all  your  faces,”  he  said. 

Porter  also  recognized  guests  who  attended 
the  assembly,  including  Diana  Rocha  of  the 
Immokalee  Education  Department;  who  Porter  said 
was  “very  helpful  with  our  students  from  Immokalee.” 

Education  Director  Louise  Gopher  also 
attended  the  ceremony. 

“She  is  really  supportive  of  Ahafchkee 
School  and  has  been  very  helpful  to  me  in  my  first 
year  here,”  Porter  said. 


Preschoolers  and  Special  Guests 
Celebrate  “ Week  of  the  Young  Child ” 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  It  is  so  easy  for  adults  to  get 
wrapped  up  in  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  daily  life.  But  on  April 
9,  Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola 
Jr.,  Human  Resources  Director  Lee  Zepeda,  Shelia  Elliott  and 
Sandra  Rosenberg-Stoller  of  the  Human  Resources 
Department,  and  Tribal  citizen  Dave  Osceola  slowed  down 
and  had  lunch  with  the  Hollywood  Preschool  students. 

This  lunch  was  in  support  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Education  of  Young  Children’s  (NAYCE) 
“Week  of  the  Young  Child,”  observed  April  22-28.  According 
to  their  website,  “NAYCE’s  mission  is  to  serve  and  act  on 
behalf  of  the  needs,  rights  and  well-being  of  all  young  chil¬ 
dren  with  primary  focus  on  the  provision  of  educational  and 
developmental  services  and  resources.” 

The  Hollywood  Preschool  cooking  staff  made  an 
extra  special  lunch  for  the  guests.  The  staff  also  decorated  the 
guests’  table  with  beautiful  pictures  of  the  kids’  faces,  hand¬ 
prints  and  footprints,  laminated  as  placemats  for  them  to  look 


(L-R)  Max  Osceola,  Lee  Zepeda,  Shelia  Elliott,  Sandra  Rosenberg- 
Stroller  and  Dave  Osceola. 


at  while  they  ate. 

The  five  guests  all  sat 
and  watched  the  future  of  the 
Tribe  pick  up  their  food  with 
their  little  fingers  and  eat  it  all. 

“We  want  to  teach  our 
children  about  the  world  and 
what  is  possible  for  them,” 
Zepeda  said.  “But  this  type  of 
event  demonstrates  that  our 
children  really  teach  up,  that  our 
children  really  teach  up  about 
the  world  and  what  is  possible 
for  us.  There  is  nothing  more 
encouraging.” 


ATTENTION: 


Press  the  following  lor  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Big  Cypress  a  Immokalee 
Press  3  ler  Brighton,  It.  Pierce  a  Tampa 
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Ahfachkee  School  Third  Quarter  Awards 


High  School 
Plato  Honors 
Jamie  Hulbutta 
Herschel  Frank 
Steven  Hannahs 
Bree  Robbins 
Ralph  Sanchez 
Micco  Billie 
Eric  Sanders 

Accelerated  Math  Award 
Erica  Mata 
Steven  Hannahs 

Accelerated  Reading  Award 
Dawna  Cypress 
Steven  Hannahs 
Bree  Robbins 
Jessica  Ruhl 

Perfect  Attendance  &  Punctuality 
Herschel  Frank 

8th  Grade 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Jumper  Hudson 

Perfect  Attendance 
Tia  Osborne 

7th  Grade 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Ryan  Cypress 
Jessica  Lopez 

B  Honor  Roll 

Dillon  Cypress 
Malachi  Baker 
Kaylee  Jumper 
Jessica  Lopez 

Accelerated  Math 
Tana  Bear-Osceola 
Dillon  Cypress  Daylyn  Hall 
Malachi  Baker 
Jessica  Lopez 

Accelerated  Reader 
Ryan  Cypress 
Malachi  Baker 
Kaylee  Jumper 

6th  Grade  Class 
AB  Honor  Roll 
Lariah  Balentine 
Juba  Gonzalez 
Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh 
Cypress  Billie 
Tequesta  Tiger 
Bradley  Osceola 
Rodni  Mercer 
Shawna  Billie 
Adrienne  Cypress 

A  Honor  Roll 
Alexis  Aguilar 

Perfect  Attendance 
Bradley  Osceola 
Tequesta  Tiger 

5th  Grade 
A  Honor  Roll 
Terri  Baker 
Justin  Roff 

Perfect  Attendance 
Savannah  Tiger 

Perfect  Punctuality 
Sylvia  Gonzalez 
Rashaun  Jim 
Savannah  Tiger 

A-B  Honor  Roll 
Malari  Baker 
Sylvia  Gonzalez 
Darren  Jim 
Destiny  Robbins 
Savannah  Tiger 

4th  Grade 
Spelling 
Leauna  Billie 
Sabre  Billie 
Gloria  Brooks 
Michelle  Jimmie 
Kaitlin  Osceola 
Chief  Billie 
Katherine  Bert 
Christian  Alexander 

Math 

Michelle  Jimmie 
Leauna  Billie 
Katherine  Bert 
Reading 
Leauna  Billie 
Katherine  Bert 
Kaitlin  Osceola 
Perfect  Attendance  and 
Punctuality 

Kaitlin  Osceola  and  Rosalinda 
Lopez 

3rd  Grade 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Jacob  Cotton 
Arnold  Billie 
Channcy  Curry 


Nehemiah  Roberts 
Samantha  Gonzalez 

Perfect  Attendance 
Jacob  Cotton 
Chelsey  Alvarado 

A  Honor  Roll 

Michaela  Cypress 

Perfect  Attendance 
Jacob  Cotton 
Chelsey  Alvarado 


A-B  Honor  Roll 

Channcy  Curry 
Christopher  Alexander 
Jacob  Cotton 
Samantha  Gonzalez 

2nd  Grade 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Corbin  Billie 
Jathaniel  Brooks 
Graysun  Billie 
A-B  Honor  Roll 
John  Robbins,  Jr. 
Roderick  Bert 
Trevon  Marks 
Graysun  Billie 

Perfect  Attendance 
Jathaniel  Brooks 

AR  Goal  Award 
Jonah  Alvarado 
Corbin  Billie 
John  Robbins 
Ignacia  Rodriguez 

Accelerated  Math  Awards 
Jonah  Alvarado 
Roderick  Bert 
Corbin  Billie 
Jathaniel  Brooks 
Stanley  Cypress 
Trevon  Marks 
John  Robbins 
Ignacia  Rodgriguez 

First  Grade 
Perfect  A  ttendan  ce 
Ethan  Balentine 
Troy  Cantu 

Independent  Reader  Award 
Jazmine  Billie 
Trinity  Williams 
Kevin  Ivey 
Ethan  Ballentine 
Eyanna  Billie 

A  Honor  Roll 
Ethan  Balentine 
Cartaya  Billie 
Eyanna  Billie 
Jazmine  Billie 
Ciara  Iglesias 
Zephaniah  Roberts 
Annabelle  Whiteshield 
Kevin  Ivey 

A/B  Honor  Roll 
Trinity  Williams 


Kindergarten 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Cade  Gibson 
Ezekial  Roberts 

Most  Improved 
Cassie  Alexander 
Ezekial  Roberts 

Addition  &  Subtraction  Awards 
Katrina  Huggins 
Mya  Cypress 
Alyssa  Burnett  Osceola 
Leslie  Gopher 
Cade  Gibson 
Nigel  Wells 
Precious  Jimmie 

Fluent  Reader 
Alyssa  Burnett  Osceola 
Cade  Gibson 
Romeo  Garcia 

Writing  Award 
Cade  Gibson 
Romeo  Garcia 
Thoya  Robbins 
Leslie  Gopher 
Cassie  Alexander 
Eliza  Billie 

Alyssa  Burnett  Osceola 
Jack  Aguilar 

Pre-K  Awards 
Perfect  Punctuality 
Shana  Balentine 
Elise  Brown 

Tash-Sho-Tah-Che  Jumper 
Carlee  Billie 
Richard  Billie 

Knows  All  26  Letters  <6  Sounds 
Tash-Sho-Tah-Che  Jumper 
Leilani  Gopher 
Elise  Brown 
Carlee  Billie 

Knows  Numbers  1-10 
Tash-Sho-Tah-Che  Jumper 
Leo  Onco 
Leilani  Gopher 
Shana  Balentine 
Osianna  Crespo 
Elise  Brown 
Carlee  Billie 
Kylen  Jumper 
Red  Heart  Billie 
Alena  Stockton 
Savannah  Fish 
Jalycia  Billie 

Homework  Award 
Carlee  Billie 
Shana  Balentine 
Elise  Brown 
Martha  Tiger 

Math  Award  Counting 
1-75 

Leo  Onco 
Red  Heart  Billie 
Osianna  Crespo 

Most  Improved 
Ko”  Oshee  Henry 

Improved  Writing 
Rickardo  Rodriguez 

ESE  and  VE  Class 
(part  time) 

A-and  A-B  Honor  Roll 
Jon  Ross  Billie 
Kegan  Cypress 
Steven  Frank 
Trisha  Walker 
Christian  Alexander 
Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh 
Graysun  Billie 
John  Ross  Alexander 
Anthony  Cypress 
Dillon  Cypress 

Perfect  Punctuality 
Jon  Ross  Billie 
Steven  Frank 

Art  Awards 
Les  Gopher 
Ciara  Iglesias 
Stanley  Cypress 
Samantha  Gonzalez 

Library  Awards 
Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh 
Lariah  Balentine 
Kaitlin  Osceola 
Arnold  Billie 
Bradley  Oseola 
Jacob  Cotton 
Thomlyn  Billie 
Kevin  Ivey 
Jessica  Lopez 
Steven  Hannahs 
Steven  Frank 
Red  Heart  Billie 
Leslie  Gopher 
Rodni  Mercer 
Jalycia  Billie- Valdez 


Youth  Invited  to  Apply  For  Summer  Work  Program 


Submitted  by  the  Family  Services  Department 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida’s  Family  Services  Department  welcomes  back 
The  Summer  Youth  Work  Experience  and  Internship 
Program. 

This  two-month  program,  which  runs  from 
June  4  through  Aug.  10  this  year,  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  paid  internships  and  work  experience  for  Tribal 
high  school  and  college  students.  Working  within  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  they  can  gain  meaningful 
employment  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  Tribe.  The  program  provides  for  flexible 
scheduling,  competitive  wages  and  a  variety  of 
employment  opportunities. 

The  Summer  Work  Program  calendar 
includes  seminars  on  professionalism,  resume  building 


and  successful  interviewing. 

Applications  can  be  found  in  Human 
Resources  at  the  Tribal  Headquarters  Office  and  at  any 
Education  Department  or  Family  Services  Department 
office.  The  application  deadline  is  May  28. 

Please  call  Jasmine  Porter  at  (954)  965-1314, 
Ext.  175  for  answers  to  any  questions  about  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  summer  internships  are  sponsored 
through  the  Family  Services  Department’s  Adult 
Vocational  Program.  Please  return  all  applications  to 
Jasmine  Porter,  Adult  Vocational  Administrator, 

Family  Services  Department,  3006  Josie  Billie  Ave., 
Hollywood,  FL  33024;  (954)  965-1314  or  fax  (954) 
965-1311. 
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Education  *  Emahaayeeke  ❖  Keiretv 


Submitted  by  Jesse  Mitchell 

Jesse,  Virginia  and  Eddy  Mitchell  stand  in  front  of  the  Masters  scoreboard. 


My  Spring  Break  in  Augusta 


By  Jesse  Mitchell 

AUGUSTA,  Ga. 

—  For  three  days  of  my 
spring  break  I  had  the  pleas¬ 
ure  to  go  to  Georgia  with 
my  mom  and  dad. 

On  the  first  day  of 
our  trip  we  met  up  with  my 
Aunt  Tammie  and  friend 
Ray  Thomas  from 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  we  all 
took  a  boat  trip. 

One  of  Georgia’s 
top  10  historic  places  to 
visit,  which  we  enjoyed, 
was  the  Augusta  Canal.  It 
has  a  narrated  tour  that  departs  daily  from 
a  19th  Century  Enterprise  Mill.  Along  the 
canal  there  were  many  landmarks  spanning 
more  than  200  years  of  history  and  differ¬ 
ent  wildlife.  The  very  large  red  brick  build¬ 
ing  we  saw  used  to  be  a  school  but  over 
the  years  closed  down. 


I  could  not  understand  all  the 
hype  about  this  very  small  town,  but  there 
were  so  many  people  along  the  roadsides. 


They  were  holding  signs  asking  for  tickets 
or  trying  to  sell  tickets  for  this  annual 
event.  Other  than  that  this  town  is  probably 
quiet. 

My  dad  won  four  raffle  tickets  to 
the  Masters  2007  first  practice  day  and  this 
is  how  we  had  the  privilege  to  attend.  Now 
I  understand  why  this  tournament  is 
held  on  this  course  —  for  its 
endurance  and  magnitude. 

When  we  first  entered  I 
couldn’t  believe  all  the  people  that 
were  already  there  and  the  ones  still 
coming  in.  As  we  came  up  on  the 
course  near  the  ninth  hole  here  was 
the  great  Tiger  Woods  along  with  J.J. 
Henry.  Of  course  we  had  to  stay  and 
watch  for  my  mom  and  aunt;  they  are 
Tiger  fans! 

Our  day  started  at  8  a.m. 
walking  the  whole  course  and  I 
enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.  And  no 
matter  where  we  walked  to,  there  was 
Tiger  Woods,  which  made  the  girls 
happy.  Oh,  but  I  did  get  to  see  others 
like  Tom  Watson,  Brett  Quigley,  Zach 
Johnson,  Gary  Player,  Stuart 
Appleby,  Singh  Vijay  and  Colin 
Montgomerie.  I  especially  liked  when 
they  skipped  the  ball  over  the  water 
to  the  green.  I’ll  have  to  try  that. 

This  was  a  nice  experience 
to  spend  with  family  and  see  some  awe¬ 
some  golfers,  and  I  would  recommend  it 
for  anyone  who  hasn’t  gone. 


Submitted  by  Jesse  Mitchell 

Masses  of  people  attended  the  Masters  2007  to  watch  the  great  golf  players. 


Museum  Seeks  Entries  for  Tribal  Youth  Exhibit 


Submitted  by  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki  Museum  is  seeking  original  2-D 
artwork  in  the  size  of  8.5  inches  by  1 1 


inches  from  Seminole  Tribal  youth,  ages  5- 
18.  Please  include  artist’s  name,  address, 
phone  number,  media  and  age  on  back  of 
the  art  piece. 

Send  art  and  contact  information 


to  Diana  Stone,  education  coordinator,  at 
dianastone@semtribe.com  or  (863)  902- 
1113.  The  deadline  for  submissions  is  May  3 1 . 


Major  Regional  Festival  Invites  Artists  to  Apply 


Submitted  by  Gainesville  Division  of  Cultural  Affairs 

GAINESVILLE,  Fla.  —  The  Downtown  Festival  &  Art 
Show,  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  art  shows  in  the  nation, 
invites  artists  to  apply  for  its  26th  annual  exhibition  set  for  Nov. 
10-11. 

The  weekend  festival  in  the  tree-lined  streets  of  the  city’s 
historic  downtown  is  expected  to  attract  more  than  250  of  the 
nation’s  finest  artists  and  more  than  100,000  visitors. 

Artists  will  display  their  work  in  the  multimedia  show 


and  compete  for  more  than  $14,000  in  cash  prizes  and  $5,000  in 
purchase  awards,  distributed  during  the  event.  Artwork  on  exhibit 
will  include  ceramics,  fiber,  glass,  graphics,  jewelry,  mixed 
media,  paintings,  photography,  sculpture,  wearables  and  wood. 

Continuous  live  music,  a  Children’s  Imagination  Station 
and  a  forum  for  nonprofit  organizations  are  also  planned. 

Artists’  applications  for  the  Downtown  Festival  &  Art 
Show  are  available  online  at  www.gvlculturalaffairs.org  or  from 
Linda  Piper  at  (352)  334-5064.  The  application  deadline  is  May  19. 


College  Prep,  Tribal  Jobs  Highlighted  at  Presentation 

Reps  from  Harvard,  UM,  Human  Resources  Speak 

By  Felix  DoBosz  UM  offers  180  majors  to  its  approximately  10,000  under- 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  April  4  the  Education  graduate  students  that  come  from  every  state  and  118  countries. 

Department  and  Higher  Education  Adviser  Erlinda  Iley  hosted  an  The  final  speakers  were  Tribal  Human  Resources 

educational  program  at  the  DSO  Building.  Representatives  from  Director  Lee  Zepeda  for  and  Human  Resources  Analyst  Glen 
Harvard  University,  the  University  of  Miami  and  the  Tribal  Altman.  The  two  talked  about  motivating  students  to  be  success- 

Human  Resources  Department  spoke 
to  students  and  parents  interested  in 
higher  education  and  preparing  for 
Tribal  job  opportunities. 

Tribal  citizen  Tina  Lacey 
brought  her  three  teenage  students  in 
to  listen  to  the  speakers.  Malcom 
Lacey,  14,  Victoria  Lacey,  13,  and 
Zachariah  Lacey,  12,  attended  the  edu¬ 
cational  presentation  —  even  though 
they  were  right  in  the  middle  of  spring 
break.  The  three  attentively  listened  to 
the  presenters  who  gave  out  tips  and 
guidelines  for  evaluating  and  choosing 
the  right  school  to  attend. 

Steven  Abbott,  associate 
director  for  recruitment  and  student 
affairs  at  Harvard  University’s  Native 
American  Program,  was  the  first  guest 
speaker  displaying  an  informative 
PowerPoint  presentation.  He  said  there 
are  currently  about  130  Native 
American  students  enrolled  at 
Harvard. 

Abbott  said  Harvard  offers 
more  than  3,500  courses.  He  also  dis¬ 
cussed  some  of  the  benefits  of  attend¬ 
ing  this  historic  Ivy  League  college 
and  outlined  how  to  prepare  for  admis¬ 
sion. 

“Some  of  the  questions  that 
are  important  should  be:  ‘Is  the  school 

right  for  me?’  ‘Where  is  the  school  located?’  ‘Do  they  offer  cours¬ 
es  that  I’m  interested  in?’  ”  he  said. 

Kimberly  Reyes  and  Nikki  Chun  from  UM  presented 
next  and  discussed  various  programs  available  at  the  university. 

The  two  talked  about  some  of  the  benefits  of  attending  a  universi¬ 
ty  with  a  small  student-faculty  ratio. 

“Half  of  our  classes  have  16  or  fewer  students  so  we 
really  try  to  make  sure  we  have  small  classes  and  a  nice  intimate 
learning  experience  for  our  students,”  Reyes  said. 

Young  Native  Writers  Essay  Contest  Announced 

Prizes  Include  Washington,  D.C.  Trip,  Scholarships 


fill  people  who  later  can  work  to  help  the  Tribe. 

Zepeda  also  discussed  the  STOF  summer  intern  program 
for  students  who  would  like  to  get  valuable  work  experience 
before  graduating  from  high  school. 

Whatever  higher  educational  route  a  student  chooses,  the 
Tribe  provides  full  financial  support  for  all  Tribal  students.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  Erlinda  Iley  at  954-989-6840, 
ext.  1311. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Steven  Abbott  from  Harvard  University  (black  suit)  with  (front  row  L-R)  Malcolm  Lacey, 
14;  Higher  Education  Adviser  Erlinda  Iley;  Victoria  Lacey,  13;  Zachariah  Lacey,  12; 
(back  row  L-R)  HR  Analyst  Glen  Altman,  HR  Director  Lee  Zepeda,  Kimberly  Reyes  and 
Nikki  Chun  from  the  University  of  Miami  and  the  Lacey  kids’  mom,  Tina  Lacey. 


Submitted  by  Holland  &  Knight  Charitable  Foundation,  Inc. 

The  Holland  &  Knight  Charitable  Foundation,  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  has 
announced  the  2007  Young  Native  Writers  Essay  Contest. 

This  unique  writing  contest  for  Native  American  high 
school  students  is  designed  to  inspire  honest  portrayals  of  the 
richness  of  Native  American  life  and  history.  The  top  essayist  will 
receive  a  $5,000  college  scholarship  and  a  trip  to  Washington 
D.C. 

Contest  sponsors  say  they  view  the  contest  as  “an  endur¬ 
ing  legacy  to  every  Native  American  who  has  ever  lived”  and 
hope  to  “inspire  a  sense  of  honor  and  dignity”  in  all  participants. 
Each  student  entering  this  year’s  writing  contest  should  present  in 
an  essay  of  no  more  than  1,200  words:  (a)  specific  or  general 
struggles  and  triumphs  of  Native  Americans  in  history  and  in 
today’s  world;  and  (b)  how  the  writer  will  use  his  or  her  talents  to 
enhance  the  future  of  his  or  her  own  Native  American  community. 

Suggested  subjects  include  Native  American  involvement 
in  treaties,  governments  (federal  and  Tribal),  languages,  educa¬ 
tion,  folklore,  religion,  entertainment,  games,  sports,  media  and 
current  events. 

In  preparation  for  writing,  students  should  draw  from 
their  personal  knowledge  and  research  information  from  a  variety 


of  sources.  Primary  and  secondary  source  material  could  include: 
historical  and  reference  material,  interviews,  personal  experi¬ 
ences,  oral  testimonies,  official  documents,  diaries,  letters,  autobi¬ 
ographies,  newspapers,  academic  journals,  films,  CD-ROM  and 
Internet  sources. 

Five  first-place  winners  will  receive  an  all-expense-paid 
trip  to  Washington,  D.C.  (tentatively  scheduled  for  Aug.  2-6)  to 
tour  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  meet  their 
Congressional  representatives  and  visit  other  government  and  his¬ 
torical  sites.  The  students  will  be  accompanied  by  the  teachers 
who  inspired  their  contest  entries. 

Each  first-place  winner  will  receive  a  scholarship  rang¬ 
ing  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  to  be  paid  to  the  college  or  university 
of  his  or  her  choice. 

Five  second-place  winners  will  each  receive  $500. 

All  10  winners  will  also  receive  special  awards  to  display  at 
school  or  home  and  certificates  of  participation. 

The  entry  deadline  is  June  1 .  Entry  forms  and  further 
information  are  available  from  Young  Native  Writers  Essay 
Contest  c/o  Holland  &  Knight  Charitable  Foundation,  Inc.,  100 
North  Tampa  St.,  Suite  4100,  Tampa,  FL  33602.  Interested  stu¬ 
dents  may  also  call  1-866-452-2737  (toll  free)  or  visit  www.indi- 
an.hklaw.com. 


Criminal  Defense 
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FAMILY  LAW 
Child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
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Clewiston.  Florida 
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Health  Comer  *  C  hah -nee-ken  chao-ke  *  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


Be  Smart  About  Body  Art 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

Body  art  and  ornamentation  are  nothing 
new.  Throughout  various  cultures,  humans  have 
chosen  to  express  themselves  through  markings 
and  jewelry  on  their  bodies.  This  practice  contin¬ 
ues  today,  but  measures  have  been  taken  to  ensure 
the  safely  of  those  who  decide  to  get  tattoos  and 
body  piercings. 

In  tattoo  parlors,  standards  are  set  by  state 
health  agencies  requiring  proper  sterilization  of 
needles  and  tools.  Autoclave  sterilization  machines 
are  the  standard  and  are  also  used  in  the  medical 
field  for  sterilizing  medical  instruments.  An  auto¬ 
clave  machine  must  maintain  a  temperature  of  246 
degrees  F  or  higher  for  30  minutes  to  completely 
sterilize  an  instrument. 

When  getting  a  tattoo  at  a  tattoo  parlor,  be 
sure  to  ask  about  its  sterilization  practices.  Also, 
watch  the  tattoo  artist  open  a  brand  new  needle 
from  a  sterilized,  sealed  pouch  before  he  or  she 
tattoos.  The  same  practice  applies  for  needles 
used  when  getting  a  body  piercing. 

Inks  can  also  become  contaminated 
by  blood  during  the  tattooing  process.  Make 
sure  the  tattoo  artist  uses  a  new  tub  of  ink 
before  tattooing.  Also,  in  areas  that  may  need  to 
be  shaved  before  tattooing  begins,  make  sure  the 
razor  blade  being  used  is  brand  new. 

Many  individuals  decide  to  let  friends 
do  their  body  art  for  them.  The  tools 
used  by  home  tattoo  artist  are  usually 
very  crude  and  not  sterile.  Similar  to 
those  who  get  prison  tattoos,  the  tat¬ 
tooing  machines  are  made  out  of  whatev¬ 
er  can  be  found.  Objects  such  as  paper  clips, 
rubber  bands,  ball  point  pens,  etc.  None  of  these 
objects  are  intended  to  be  used  for  tattooing  pur¬ 
poses  and  all  of  them  can  harbor  germs 
which  can  lead  to  serious  infections 
and  other  diseases. 

The  most  com¬ 
mon  of  the  diseases  that 
can  be  passed  by  improperly 
sterilized  tattooing  instruments  is 
hepatitis.  Hepatitis  is  a  seri¬ 
ous  disease  that  attacks 
the  liver.  Hepatitis  can 
lead  to  lifelong  infection, 
cirrhosis  or  scarring  of 
the  liver,  liver  cancer,  liver 
failure,  and  even  death. 

Improperly  sterilized  needles  can  also  harbor  the 
HIV  virus,  which  can  lead  to  AIDS.  Both  of  these 
diseases  can  lead  to  a  lifetime  of  suffering  for 
those  afflicted. 

Anyone  concerned  about  any  previous  tat¬ 
too  that  did  not  follow  these  safety  guidelines 
should  visit  his  or  her  reservation  clinic  to  ask 
about  hepatitis  and  HIV  tests.  Medications  can 


help  relieve  the  symptoms  of  these  diseases. 

The  steps  to  making  sure  that  a  tattooing 
or  piercing  experience  is  a  healthy  one  may  seem 
overly  cautious.  However,  when  assessing  the 
health  risk  involved,  taking  these  extra  steps  to 
ensure  personal  health  safety  makes  good  sense. 

For  more  information  about  safe  tattooing 
and  body  piercing  practices,  please  contact  your 
reservation’s  health  educator:  Big  Cypress: 
Marjorie  Meredith,  (863)  983-5798;  Brighton: 
Barbara  Boling,  (863)  763-0271;  Hollywood:  Tina 
Mennella,  (954)  965-1300;  and  Immokalee: 
Charlotte  Porcaro,  (239)  867-3408. 


Carlen  Duncombe 

(L-R)  Animal  Control  Officers  Jonathan  Vazquez  and  Donna  Williamson  and  Supervisor  Ava  John 


Tribe  Introduces  Animal  Control  Team 


Submitted  by  Patrick  Peck,  Environmental  Health 
Program  Manager 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  has  a  newly 
established  Animal  Control  Division.  The  Animal 
Control  Division  was  launched  in  mid  2006  as  part  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Health  Department’s 
Environmental  Health  Program. 

The  division  services  all  reservations  and 
special  cases  involving  Tribal  members  residing  off 
reservation.  The  division’s  main  focus  will  be  on 
domestic  animals.  However,  the  Animal  Control 
Division  will  also  respond  to  request  for  wildlife  trap¬ 
ping  and  pick  up  when  they  represent  a  public  health 
nuisance  or  hazard. 

The  main  goal  of  this  program  is  to  protect 
Tribal  citizens  and  animals.  The  Animal  Control 
Division  will  strive  to  be  proactive  and  offer  programs 
to  prevent  problems  before  they  occur.  To  adequately 
address  these  problems,  the  Tribal  Council  passed  an 
Animal  Control  and  Care  Regulation  Ordinance  in 
May  of  2006. 

The  mission  of  the  Seminole  Animal  Control 
Division  is  to  enforce  Tribal  ordinance  pertaining  to 
animal  control  and  management  and  to  educate  the 
community  in  responsible  pet  ownership  and  care.  The 
division  will  also  aim  to  prevent  rabies  in  humans  and 
pets,  provide  for  the  relocation  and  housing  and  care 
of  stray  animals  and  coordinate  adoption  when  possi¬ 
ble,  or  humane  euthanasia,  when  adoption  is  not  possi¬ 
ble. 

Part  of  the  division’s  vision  is  to  reduce  the 
dangers  and  nuisances  caused  by  irresponsible  pet 
ownership  and  to  protect  pets  from  abuse,  neglect  and 
homelessness.  This  is  accomplished  this  through  trans¬ 
parency,  accountability,  professionalism,  clarity,  safety 
and  by  acting  with  a  humane  attitude.  The  Seminole 
Tribe  is  working  closely  with  the  Broward  County 
Humane  Society  and  has  interagency  agreements  with 
other  county  animal  shelters  in  vicinity  of  Seminole 
Tribal  lands. 

The  Animal  Control  Division  includes  a  qual¬ 


ified  and  experienced  Animal  Control  Supervisor  as 
well  as  two  trained  and  licensed  animal  control  offi¬ 
cers.  The  animal  control  mobile  units  will  be 
patrolling  the  reservations. 

In  the  coming  months,  the  animal  control 
team  shall  conduct  periodic  round-ups  of  stray  animals 
on  the  reservations.  All  untagged  and  unregistered  ani¬ 
mals  will  be  impounded.  We  again  ask  all  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  to  have  their  pets  registered  and  tagged  at  a  local 
community  health  department  showing  proof  of  a  cur¬ 
rent  rabies  vaccination  certificate. 

Every  call  for  assistance  is  important  to  the 
Animal  Control  Division  and  program  staff  aims  to 
provide  the  best  customer  service  possible.  For  any 
questions,  complaints  or  requests  between  hours  of  8 
a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  please  call  (954)  965-1300,  Ext.  125. 
In  case  of  emergency  after  hours,  please  direct  calls  to 
the  Seminole  Police  Department. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  activities  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  program: 

1.  Stray  dog  and  cat  pickup 

2.  Mandatory  annual  animal  registration  and 
tagging 

3.  Biannual  rabies  clinics  on  all  reservations 

4.  Quarantine  and  confinement  of  suspected 
rabid  and  diseased  animals 

5.  Animal  bites  and  animal  incident  follow  up 

6.  Barking  and  vicious  dog  complaint 

7.  Animal  care  enforcement 

8.  Animal  cruelty  investigations 

9.  Leash  law  violation  and  trespassing  of  ani¬ 
mals 

10.  Police  department  calls  for  assistance 

1 1 .  Pick  up  and  disposal  of  dead  animals 

12.  Community  prevention  of  zoonotic  dis¬ 
eases  including  rabies 

13.  Community  educational  outreach  on  own¬ 
ership,  control  and  care  of  pets 


January  Weight  Loss  Contest  Results 

Tribal  Member  Women 

3rd  Place- Key Lna  I'hinn  (14.1  lbs.) 

2nd  Mlace-Cnssurdni  Jones  (14.7lba.) 

(at  Place- FjancEnc  Osceol*  {IS  9  lbs.) 

Tribal  Member  Senior  Women 

3rd  Place- Judy  Jones  (5.31bs.) 

2nd  Place-Els  ie  Uuwvis  (7  6  lb*  ) 

I  st  Place-Yvonne  Courtney  [7r7lbs.) 

Tribal  Member  Men 

3rd  Pl.ecM.cgO  Jo  ms  (3.41  bs) 

2nd  Place-Roberi  Stivers  {5.4  lbs.) 

1st  Place- James  Halt  {12.4  lbs.) 

Tribal  Member  Senior  Men 
2nd  Place  - Mike  Tiger  (1.9  lbs.) 

Let  Plncu-Kuggy  Jumper  (7.5  lbs.} 

Employee  Women 

3rd  Place-Karla  Rivera  (15.5  lbs) 

2nd  P I  a  ce-'I'o  n  y  a  Gibson  (15.8  lbs.) 

1st  Place -fJarbaro  DiCarla  (21.6  lbs.) 

Employee  Men 

3rd  Place- Dave  Anderson  (4.3  Jbs.) 

2nd  Place-Tommy  Dmid  (6.9  lbs.) 

1st  Place-  Lurry  Labnzio  (32.1!  lbs.) 


Ask  The  CouitselQ! 


H4-  *****  &**.*&* 


Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  a  26-year-old  working  mother  of  two, 
and  I  have  been  married  for  seven  years.  I  have  been 
unhappy  for  a  very,  very  long  time.  I  keep  thinking 
about  divorcing  my  husband.  I  am  an  emotional 
wreck. 

My  husband  cheats  and  stays  out  all  night. 
He  keeps  phone  numbers  from  different  girls  in  his 
pants  pocket.  Then  he  will  bring  me  roses,  calls  me 
pet  names  and  talks  to  the  kids  about  all  the  family 
things  we  are  going  to  do  together.  My  husband  also 
can’t  keep  a  job.  He’s  been  fired  five  times  in  three 
years. 

He  is  driving  me  crazy.  I  am  so  angry  half 
the  time  that  all  I  want  to  do  is  scream.  I  want  to  be 
a  better  mom  to  my  children;  one  who  isn’t  so 
depressed,  sad  and  angry  all  the  time. 

My  parents  think  my  life  will  be  harder 
without  my  cheating,  mentally  abusive  husband. 
They  say  I  should  wait  it  out.  I  wonder  how  long  I 
have  to  torture  myself  before  I  can  finally  be  happy. 

Signed, 

Broken  Heart 

Dear  Broken  Heart: 

Unlike  your  parents,  I  don ’t  feel  that  a 
person  can  wait  out  depression,  sadness  and  anger. 


Rather  than  discussing 
your  situation  with  your 
parents,  you  should  con¬ 
tact  the  Family  Services  Department  and  commit  to 
a  positive  change  within  yourself.  The  highest 
form  of  mental  health  is  realizing  there  are  options 
and  choices. 

The  goal  here  is  to  not  to  go  out  of  the 
way  to  please  your  husband,  but  to  make  your  chil¬ 
dren  and  yourself  feel  more  secure.  You  can  do  this 
by  being  a  role  model  for  your  children  and  not 
allowing  yourself  to  be  taken  advantage  of. 

The  price  of  manhood  and  being  a  hus¬ 
band  is  his  responsibility.  This  cost  may  be  too 
high  for  your  husband  to  pay  as  too  many  men  are 
willing  to  pay  more  to  be  amused  than  to  be 
responsible. 

Your  husband’s  actions  of  bringing  you 
flowers  and  calling  you  pet  names  are  forms  of 
manipulation.  I  can  understand  how  your  hus¬ 
band’s  denial  of  your  unhappiness  would  be  frus¬ 
trating  to  you.  Being  a  single  mom  is  challenging, 
but  no  challenge  is  tougher  than  trying  to  tolerate 
your  present  situation,  a  husband  with  no  compas¬ 
sion. 

Signed, 

The  Counselor 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor 's  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  Is  depression  just  a  “normal”  part  of 

aging? 

A:  There  are  a  lot  of  problems  to  face  as 
you  get  older.  There  are  losses  of  all  kinds  that  can 
get  you  down.  And  feeling  blue  for  a  while  is  a  nor¬ 
mal  part  of  living  at  any  age. 

But,  unrelenting  depression  is  not  normal. 
If  you  feel  this  way,  you  should  seek  medical  atten¬ 
tion.  Most  people  get  better  if  they  treat  their 
depression. 

There  are  many  causes  of  depression. 

Some  of  them  are  the  natural  consequences  of 
being  older:  a  health  crisis  or  death,  the  loss  of 
physical  or  mental  capacities,  or  being  a  stressed- 
out  caregiver.  Seniors  usually  rebound  from  a  peri¬ 
od  of  sadness;  however,  if  you  are  suffering  from 
“clinical  depression”  and  don’t  get  help,  your 
symptoms  might  last  months,  or  even  years. 

The  following  are  common  signs  of 
depression.  If  you  have  several  of  these,  and  they 
last  for  more  than  two  weeks,  get  treatment:  anxi¬ 
ety,  fatigue,  loss  of  interest  or  pleasure,  sleep  prob¬ 
lems,  eating  too  much  or  too  little,  abnormal  cry¬ 
ing,  aches  that  can’t  be  treated  successfully,  dimin¬ 
ished  concentration  or  memory,  irritability,  thoughts 
of  death  or  suicide,  and  feelings  of  despair,  guilt 
and  being  worthless. 

Depression  is  a  serious  illness.  It  can  lead 
to  suicide.  Don’t  waste  time.  Find  help. 

Start  with  your  family  doctor.  The  doctor 
should  check  to  see  if  your  depression  could  be 


caused  by  a 
physical  problem 
such  as  hypothyroidism  or 
vitamin  B12  deficiency,  or  a  medicine  you 
are  taking. 

After  a  complete  exam,  your  doctor  may 
suggest  you  talk  to  a  social  worker,  mental  health 
counselor,  psychologist  or  psychiatrist.  Doctors  spe¬ 
cially  trained  to  treat  depression  in  older  people  are 
called  geriatric  psychiatrists. 

Support  groups  can  provide  new  coping 
skills  or  social  support  if  you  are  dealing  with  a 
major  life  change.  A  doctor  might  suggest  that  you 
go  to  a  local  senior  center,  volunteer  service  or 
nutrition  program.  Several  kinds  of  talk  therapies 
work  well. 

Antidepressant  drugs  can  help.  These  med¬ 
ications  can  improve  your  mood,  sleep,  appetite  and 
concentration. 

Electroconvulsive  therapy  is  another 
option.  It  may  be  recommended  when  medicines 
can’t  be  tolerated  or  when  a  quick  response  is  need¬ 
ed. 

What  can  be  done  to  lower  the  risk  of 
depression? 

Nurture  your  family  ties  and  friendships 
—  they  are  your  lifelines.  Hobbies  keep  your  mind 
and  body  active.  Exercise  is  a  mood-elevator.  Eat  a 
balanced  diet.  Get  outdoors  to  absorb  sunlight  and 
breathe  fresh  air.  Take  naps. 

Remember  that  with  treatment,  most  peo¬ 
ple  will  find  positive  thoughts  gradually  replacing 
negative  thoughts.  And  you  can  help  this  process  by 
catching  yourself  when  you  are  dwelling  on  the 
negative  and  shifting  gears  to  sunnier  thoughts. 

If  you  have  a  question,  please  write  to 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. 
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Q:  Which  countries  that  signed  on  to  the 
Kyoto  Protocol,  which  set  goals  for  reducing  global 
warming  emissions,  are  fulfilling  or  surpassing  then- 
commitments?  Which  are  falling  short  and  why? 

—  Dan  S.,  via  e-mail 

A:  As  of  the  end  of  2006,  169  countries 
had  signed  on  to  the  Kyoto  Protocol,  an  agreement 
forged  in  Kyoto,  Japan  in  1997  calling  on  the 
world’s  industrialized  nations  to  reduce  emissions 
of  so-called  “greenhouse  gases”  thought  to  be  con¬ 
tributing  to  global  warming.  The  agreement  called 
for  a  5.2  percent  reduction  overall  in  the  release  of 
six  pollutants  —  carbon  dioxide,  methane,  nitrous 
oxide,  sulfur  hexafluoride,  hydrochlorofluorocar- 
bons  (HCFCs)  and  perfluoro- 
carbons  (PFCs)  —  by  2012  in 
relation  to  1990  levels. 

Although  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  hammered  out  10 
years  ago,  its  emissions 
reduction  standards  did  not 
take  effect  until  two  years 
ago,  in  February  2005.  As 
such,  signatory  countries  have 
only  barely  begun  to  make 
changes,  and  no  one  has  yet 
conducted  a  comprehensive 
study  of  progress  toward 
reaching  targets.  United 
Nations  research  does  show, 
however,  that  a  majority  of 
the  36  European  countries 
that  signed  onto  the  Kyoto 
Protocol  are  currently  not  on 
track  to  meet  their  goals  by 
2012. 

However,  the  27- 
member-nation  European 
Union  (EU),  which  as  a  bloc 
is  one  of  the  largest  global 
warming  polluters,  is  likely  to 
meet  its  collective  goal.  This 
is  due  in  large  part  to  Eastern 
European  states  having  shut  down  or  modernized 
heavily  polluting  Soviet-era  industries  during  the 
1990s. 

Also  helping  the  EU  effort  is  the  United 
Kingdom,  which  is  on  track  to  meet  its  goals, 
thanks  mostly  to  a  switch  from  coal-fired  power 
plants  to  cleaner  burning  natural  gas.  Germany  and 
France  also  hope  to  meet  their  Kyoto  commitments, 
largely  through  a  program  of  subsidies  for  the 
development  of  non-polluting  energy  sources.  And 
Sweden  expects  to  overachieve  on  its  Kyoto  targets 
thanks  to  the  imposition  of  a  hefty  carbon  tax  on 
polluting  industries  and  big  investments  in  alterna¬ 
tive  energy  sources. 

Topping  the  list  of  Kyoto  slackers  is 
Canada,  which  last  year  became  the  first  signatory 
country  to  announce  that  it  would  not  meet  its 
Kyoto  target  of  a  6  percent  emissions  cut  by  2012. 


New  oil  production  in  the  tar  sands  of  Alberta  has 
instead  forced  Canada’s  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
up  significantly,  as  the  government  has  chosen  to 
pursue  economic  growth  as  a  priority  over  meeting 
its  Kyoto  commitments. 

Japan  is  also  lagging  behind.  If  no  addi¬ 
tional  measures  are  taken,  the  United  Nations  fore¬ 
casts  that  Japan’s  emissions  will  instead  grow  6  per¬ 
cent  by  2012.  But  Japan’s  environment  ministry 
says  that  implementation  of  some  market-based 
incentives  in  2008  should  help  Japan  meet  its  goal. 

Regrettably,  the  United  States  and  Australia 
don’t  have  to  worry  about  meeting  any  commit¬ 
ments,  as  neither  country  signed  the  Kyoto  agree¬ 


ment  —  even  though  together  the  two  major  indus¬ 
trial  powers  account  for  30  percent  of  the  world’s 
greenhouse  gas  emissions.  President  George  W. 
Bush  does  not  support  mandatory  caps  on  emis¬ 
sions,  arguing  that  such  a  move  would  cause 
irreparable  harm  to  the  U.S.  economy.  He  also  com¬ 
plains  that  developing  nations  are  not  being  held  to 
the  same  standards  as  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Unfortunately,  with  the  United  States  on 
the  sidelines,  the  good  faith  efforts  of  dozens  of 
other  nations  could  end  up  being  quite  immaterial  in 
the  fight  to  stave  off  global  warming. 

Got  an  environmental  question?  Send  it  to: 
EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine,  P.O. 
Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  06881;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.emagazine  .com/earthtalk/archives  .php. 


Getty  Images 

The  United  States  and  Australia  together  account  for  30  percent  of 
the  world’s  greenhouse  gas  emissions.  Regrettably,  neither  country 
has  signed  the  Kyoto  agreement,  which  calls  on  the  world’s  industri¬ 
alized  nations  to  reduce  emissions  thought  to  be  contributing  to  glob¬ 
al  warming. 
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The  police  know  your  rights  ■  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 
954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  r  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tlho  hirtfin  Of  an  airornsy  u  an  decision  ihai  should  nol  be  based  soWy 

upon  iidwtiMmeni  Bichurd  Camilla  work 9(1  as  a  Public  OnreftflSr  m  Bnwraui 
County  hum  ISJOG'TfBG  and  has  btren  in  prurate  practiw  tor  nine  yaare 
In  193&  ho  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Attorney  or  [ha  year,  Ha  graduated  from 
Capital  University  In  1M9  and  was  adminad  te  lha  Florida  Bar  in  *960. 

Federal  Bar  Irv  1992.  and  the  Fsderal  Tnal  Bar  in  1994. 


YOU  CAN 
NEVER  HAVE 
TOO  MUCH 


POWER. 


Every  engine  in  the  Relax’  family  is  the  most 
powerful  in  its  respective  class  and  Delivers  more 
power  per  cc  than  any  other  ATV*  Unmatched 
torque  and  unbeatable  performance  are  yours 
thanks  to  4-Tec  technology. 

Head  to  North  Miami  Yamaha  &  Sea-Doa 
today  to  experience  the  most  powerful  production  ATV, 

We  will  not  be  undersold! 

Ask  for  the  10%  Seminole  Tribe 
AUTOMATIC  DISCOUNT! 

We  are  minutes  from  the  Tribe's  Headquarters. 
A  short  ride  on  the  Florida  Turnpike  or  1-95 
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Return  to  Arcadia:  An  Interview  with  Florida  Artist  Guy  LaBree 


“All passes.  Art  alone  enduring  stays  to  us; 

The  bust  outlasts  the  throne.  The  coin,  Tiberius  ” 

—  Henry  Austin  Dobson 

By  Elgin  Juniper 

ARCADIA,  Fla.  —  In  early  March,  2007, 
we  ventured  to  the  home  of  Guy  and  Patti  LaBree,  sit¬ 
uated  in  a  rural  area  of  DeSoto  County.  I  should  say 
from  the  start  that  Guy  has  had  a  close  and  lengthy 
friendship  with  my  father,  Alan  Jumper,  hut  it  had 
been  well  over  30  years  since  the  last  time 
I’d  been  to  Arcadia  and  that  visit  was  as  a 
kid  with  my  family. 

This  weekend  visit  was  made  at 
the  kind  invitation  of  the  LaBrees  and  this 
time  Guy  and  I  painted  outdoors  using 
acrylic  paints.  It  was  quite  enjoyable,  to 
say  the  least,  and  I  will  always  cherish  the 
memories  as  well  as  Guy’s  and  Patti’s 
incomparable  friendship  and  hospitality. 

This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  painted 
“in  the  open  air”  and  now,  should  someone 
ask  whether  I  have  painted  outdoors,  I 
shall  gladly  say,  “Why,  yes,  I  have  painted 
outdoors,”  and  then  I’ll  add  with  over¬ 
whelming  pride  and  joy,  “with  Guy 
LaBree,  thank  you  very  much.”  It  was 
great  to  he  back!  I  also  drew  two  portraits 
of  Guy,  which  I  rendered  quickly  in  char¬ 
coal. 

Guy  was  painting  a  landscape,  for 
himself,  just  creating,  letting  his  imagina¬ 
tion  run  free,  but  in  the  midst  of  that  cre¬ 
ativity,  he  smiled  from  time  to  time,  and 
calculated  well  his  next  moves.  He  wore  a 


GL:  We  met  in  school.  In  the  second  grade  he 
was  sitting  behind  me  —  and  I  didn’t  remember  this, 
he  did,  and  when  he  reminded  me,  then  I  remembered 
it  —  but  in  the  second  grade  he  was  looking  over  my 
shoulder  and  I’d  be  drawing  pictures  and  he  would  be 
suggesting  things  to  draw  and  I’d  be  drawing  them 
and  other  guys  came  around  and  we’d  cause  trouble 
by  drawing  instead  of  doing  our  work.  Then  I  became 
friends  with  your  uncle,  Jimmie  Jumper.  We  were  very 
close.  I  was  nuts  about  alligator  wrestling  and  I’d  get 


Guy  LaBree  (L)  welcomes  Elgin  Jumper  to  his  home. 


and  he  did.  There’s  three  main  tricks  of 
things  not  to  do.  I  only  got  hurt  one  more 
time  after  that. 

EJ:  What  do  you  think  of  artists 
sharing  knowledge  with  other  artists,  not 
only  to  teach,  but  to  learn  as  well? 

GL:  I  think  it’s  great.  I  don’t  see 
how  you  can  learn  any  other  way.  In  fact,  I 
think  it  was  Jo  North  and  Noah  Bilhe  who 
got  together  one  time  and  co-opted  a  deal 
on  the  rez,  quite  a  few  years 
ago.  They  had  these  young 
kids  sign  up  and  I  think  the 
tribe  was  sponsoring  and  they 
would  give  art  lessons.  I  told 
Noah  I  thought  it  was  one  of 
the  greatest  things  I’d  seen  in 
a  while,  because  there  are  so 
many  Seminole  kids  out  there 
who  are  really  good  artists 
and  they  have  good  minds.  I 
was  really  thrilled  to  see 
them  do  that. 

EJ:  So  you’re  very 
much  in  favor  of  learning, 
giving  back.  What  would  you 
think  if  a  group  of  artists 
wanted  to  come  out  and  paint 
with  you,  learn  from  you? 

GL:  I  think  it’d  be 
great.  I  could  definitely  learn 
from  other  artists.  That’s  why 
Esta  Lieberman  1  8°  t0  sh°ws  around  the 
reservations  —  I  want  to  see 
what  the  artists  are  doing. 

—  You  know  Jimmy  Scott 
Osceola,  right? 

EJ:  Yes. 

GL:  Now  he’s  an 
artist,  because  an  artist  is 
somebody  who  has  to  do  art. 

They  have  to  do  these  things.  - 

At  times,  you  just  have  to  do 
it,  and  get  something  out  of  yourself. 

That  to  me  is  an  artist.  Jimmy  Scott  has 
always  been  that  way. 

EJ:  That’s  amazing.  I  really 
enjoy  seeing  his  pen  and  ink  work.  There 
are  some  talented 
artists  out  there 
on  and  off  the 
reservations. 

GL: 

You  know,  I  used 
to  see  artists 
doing  Western 
dancers.  I  said 


LaBree’s  palette  is  a  work  of  art  itself. 


why  don’t  you  do  Seminole  dancers,  but 
then  they’d  say,  “I’ve  seen  that  all  my 
life,  I  want  to  see  Western  dancers.”  I’d 


knowledgeable  about  art.  But  look  at  some  of  the  art 
magazines.  The  biggest  sellers  are  the  Navajos.  Some 
of  them  are  natural-bom  salesmen  as  well.  And  that’s 
the  best  of  both  worlds:  to  be  able  to  do  the  work  and 
then  sell  it. 

EJ:  Do  you  have  any 
advice  for  anyone  interested  in 
becoming  a  serious  artist? 

GL:  Yes.  Invest  in 
yourself.  Invest  in  your  art, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

EJ:  Well,  Guy,  I’ve 
enjoyed  it.  We’ve  made  the 
most  of  it.  Thank  you.  Just  one 
last  question:  After  all  these 


“There  are  so  many 
Seminole  kids  out  there 
who  are  really  good  artists 
and  they  have  good  minds. 


Friends  and  fellow  artists  swap  stories  and  share  insights. 


brown  hat  and  prescription  glasses, 
augmented  by  his  mustache.  The  day 
was  bright  and  warm,  and  golden  sun¬ 
light  occasioned  creative  sparkles  to  his 
eyes.  It  was  an  unforgettable  time  and  I 
recall  the  birds  chirping  and  singing 
and  the  rare  car  heard  in  the  distance, 
winding  its  lonesome  way  up  or  down 
the  Arcadian  road. 

During  one  of  our  few  breaks 
from  painting,  I  asked  Guy’s  comments 
about  Arcadia,  the  past,  and  artists. 

Elgin  Jumper:  It’s  beautiful 
here.  So  what  lured  you  to  Arcadia  all 
those  years  ago? 

Guy  LaBree:  Well,  I  used  to 
like  to  go  camping.  Not  in  the  sense  of 
camping  that  they  do  nowadays.  It  was 
just  maybe  taking  a  tarp,  a  hunting 
knife,  some  matches,  and  just  go  out 
and  make  a  camp,  and  we  couldn’t  find 
a  place  to  go  except  Fisheating  Creek, 
and  you  had  to  have  a  tent  and  this, 
that  and  the  other.  But  we  wanted  our 
own  wild  place.  We  read  about  a  place 
up  here.  We  thought  maybe  an  acre. 


LaBree  begins  a  watercolor. 


When  I  walked  back  in  here  it  had  higher  land  and 
lower  land  and  it  had  that  rich  palmetto  smell  and  I 
liked  it  right  away.  But  we  haven’t  been  camping  since 
we  moved  here. 

EJ:  You’ve  had  a  very  close  friendship  with 
my  father,  Alan  Jumper.  Can  you  tell  me  a  little  bit 
about  that? 


myself  bit  every  time,  six  to  nine  times,  somewhere 
around  there.  Fortunately  nothing  super  or  major,  just 
fingertips  and  such.  And  Jimmie  said  something  about 
Alan  wrestling  alhgators  and  I  said,  “You  have  a 
brother  who’s  an  alligator  wrestler?”  and  he  said,  “Oh, 
yeah.”  That  was  in  Dania  Elementary.  Alan  said  he’d 
show  me  how  to  wrestle  where  I  wouldn’t  get  hurt, 


years,  what  are  your  thoughts  on  meeting  up  once 
again  in  Arcadia? 

■  ,  T  „„  _  GL:  It’s  great!  I  enjoyed  the  heck  out  of  it.  I 

say,  Do  you  sell  these  to  Indians?  Then  h  did  too  Come  back  soon. 

I  d  suggest  they  make  some¬ 
thing  people  here  will  be 
interested  in.  They’re  right 
here  with  the  Seminoles,  yet 
they  don’t  even  know  they 
exist.  They’d  say  they’re 
more  flowery  out  West,  but  I 
don’t  think  so.  I  think  they’re 
fsta  Lieberman  more  interesting  here  myself. 

If  you  look  at  Western  artists 
—  what  are  they  painting? 

-  They’re  not  painting 

Seminoles.  They’re  painting 
Western  images.  You  don’t 
have  to  show  everything. 

EJ:  You’ve  men¬ 
tioned  South  Western  Art  mag¬ 
azine  to  me  before  as  a  possi¬ 
ble  source  of  inspiration.  Of 
course,  rendered  in  the 
Seminole  way. 

GL:  Well,  it  tells  a 
lot  of  what’s  going  on, 
because  the  No.  1  sales  in  the 
United  States  is  realist  art. 

And  then  coming  up  strong  is 
your  abstract,  and  that  used 
to  be  strictly  in  New  York 
and  Chicago,  but  now  the 
Indians  out  West  are  doing  it 
as  well.  They  have  their  own 
styles.  And  that’s  another 
thing  I  noticed.  Indians  that 
went  to  college  for  it  used  to 
Esta  Lieberman  come  back  with  a  style  like 
Fred  Beaver,  you  know,  with 
the  line  around  everything? 

-  Now  I  like  Fred  Beaver,  mind 

you,  that  was  his  style.  But  it 
was  like  somebody  was  teaching  that 
somewhere. 

EJ:  What  do  you  think  about  the 
present  climate  in  the  Seminole  art  scene, 
the  exhibitions,  the  energy?  Esta  Lieberman 

GL:  A  lot  of  the  Seminoles  are  The  artist’s  studio 
good  artists,  and  they’re  getting  more 
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Available  24  Hours 
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INDULGENCE.,. . . .  BODY  CARE  PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS  MOMENT.. . ...BABY  AND  MOM  PRODUCTS 

WITH  STMF'A  1 1  iY _ _ . _ _  flOKAL }  GOURME I 

MOVING  IN . . . . . WELCOME  GIFTS 

YOUR  BUSINESS  JMAG£„ . . . .CORPORATE  GIFTS 

* 

Lflcal  Delivery  Irt 
Broward  &  Dade  County 
Wire  Service.  We  Ship  Anywhere  Irt  The  USA 
Edit  Minute  Orders.  All  Miijuf  Credit  Cards 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets 
And  Goodies 


954-921-6200 

230  N.  Dixie  Hwy,  Bay  22 

Hollywood,  Ft 

www  .honrayis from  ho  II  y  wood  .com 


April  27,  2007 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


15 


^MForitne  Best 


Deal  in  Town 
Cal) 

Hector  Isabel 
I  (954)  593-2586 


COME  AND  SEE  THE  ALL  NEW  FORD  MUSTANG,  FREESTYLE,  &  FORD  FIVE  HUNDRED 


Mustang 


Explorer  Sport  Trac: 


SUV  HEADQUARTERS 


Excursion 


G3GGE$D3 


Explorer 


Free  27  Pt.  Inspection  with  any  service!  A  $39.95  Value! 

{ask  for  details) 

*  Friendly  A  Professional  service  *  Weekday  A  Saturday  hours 

*  Factory  Certified  ASE  Trained  Technicians  *  Ford  Quality  Parts 

*  12  month  Warranty  on  all  Parts  A  Labor  *  Courtesy  Shuttle  Hours 

*  Convenient  Location 


8655  Pines  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida  33024 


(954)  443-7000 


Buy  Online  At:  www.worldfordpines.com! 


Sales  Hours:  Mon. -Sal.  9am-9pm,  Sun.  11arn-7pm  »  Service  Hours:  Mon.-FrL  7nm-7pm,.  Sot.  7afn-4pm 
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FronfRowUSA .  com 


Ticket  Brokets 


Top  Concerts 


DIANA  ROSS.  WEIRD  AL 
YANKOVIC  J OHM  LEGEND 
CORRJNE  BAILEY  RAE 
ARTIC  LANGE  ISABEL 
PANTOJA  WAV  N E 
BRADY.  CHRISTINA 
AQUILERA'PUSSYCAT  DOLLS. 
STEELY  DAN. GWEN  ST EFAP4I 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
OREEN.'SUGARLAND 
SARA  GAZAREK 
CHARLIE  DANIELS  BAND 
VOLUNTEER  JAM 
TOOL.  GODSMAK  12  ANGRY 
MEN  WVRICHARD  THOMAS 
AND  GEORGE  WENDT. 
INCUBUS  ROGER  WATERS. 
RICKY  MARTIN.  STEVE 
MILLER  BAND 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL. NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XLI  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW' 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


ALL  BROAD  WAV  SHOWS 
LORD  OF  THE  DANCE 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FronfRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  ust  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FronfRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest , 
putting  you  up  front! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 
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Sports  :  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  ■  Vkkopvnkv 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Chris  Hunter  and  DeJong  Tommie  battle  it  out  on  the  Air  Bots  game. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Education  Department  and  spring  breakers  take  a  time  out  from  the 
fun. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Jerome  Williams,  security  officer,  and  Jordan  Baker 


Spring  Break  Brings  Fun  to  the  Field 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — Monday  usually  means 
beginning-of-the-week  blues.  Back  to  school  for  kids 
and  back  to  work  for  adults.  But  this  particular  Monday, 
April  9,  would  be  very  exciting  and  definitely  out  of  the 
ordinary. 

The  Education  Department  invited  the 
Hollywood  community  to  the  baseball  field  for  games, 
food  and  fun.  A  spring  break  fun  day  was  exactly  what 
everyone  needed.  Games 
like  the  egg  toss,  water 
balloon  toss,  and  the  egg 
and  spoon  race  provided 
a  good  dose  of  the  gig¬ 
gles  along  with  prizes 
for  their  hard  work  while 
having  a  blast. 


The  sound  of  laughter  filled  the  air  along  with 
happy  kids  and  adults  visiting  and  enjoying  each  other. 
The  event  was  a  success  with  great  food  catered  by 
CharHut.  Emcee  Jerome  Williams,  security  officer,  got 
the  party  on  track  with  his  leadership  and  direction. 

The  education  staff  had  many  good  times  planning  this 
event  as  well  as  watching  their  event  blossom  into  a  fun 
and  exciting  day  on  the  field  with  their  Spring  breakers. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Luke  Baxley  catches  the  egg. 


Lil.a  Osceola-Heard 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


The  kids  take  a  dip  in  the  pool  following  the  fun  on  the  field. 


Marissa  DiCarlo  and  Isabell  Tucker,  winners  of  the  egg  toss  game 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Sisters  Ethel  and  Eteau  Huggins  are  about  to  get  busy  with 
some  Char  Hut. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Spoon  and  Egg  race  about  to  begin 


Seminole  Princess  Power 


By  Virginia  C.  Garcia 

Tianna  Hali  Yesenia  Garcia,  2006-2007  Junior 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess,  is  a  star  on  the  rise.  Hali 
is  a  student  athlete  who  attends  American  Heritage  School 
in  Plantation,  Fla.  Along  with  her  duties  as  Junior  Miss 
Seminole,  she  continues  to  maintain  a  strong  head  on  her 
shoulders. 

Hah,  14,  is  the  daughter  of  Virginia  Garcia  and 
Eric  Sanders,  and  great  granddaughter  of  the  late  great 
Tommie  Roberts  Jumper  of  Big  Cypress.  Delores  Jumper 
of  Immokalee  is  her  proud  grandmother. 

Dining  basketball  season,  Hali  practices  four 
hours  a  day.  Hali  played  on  this  year’s  Junior  Varsity  (JV) 
and  Varsity  squad.  She  lead  her  JV  squad  in  assists.  She 
averaged  12  points  a  game. 

“Hali  will  develop  into  a  strong  player,”  said  her 
Coach  Kevin  Gordon.  “She  definitely  is  a  joy  to  coach. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  more  from  her  next  year.” 

She  earned  this  year’s  Patriot  Award  for  her  role 
on  the  JV  squad.  The  award  is  chosen  by  the  coach  and 
given  to  the  player  who  they  feel  brings  heart  and  leader¬ 
ship  to  their  team.  Hali  and  her  team  finished  the  season 
12-1.  The  Lady  Patriots  outscored  their  opponents  by  mar¬ 
gins  of  25  or  more  points. 

Hali  was  named  in  2006  “Best  Defensive  Player” 
for  her  participation  at  Michael  Jordan’s  Flight  Camp.  The 
Big  Cypress  Recreation  department  started  sending  Tribal 
youth  to  this  basketball  camp  several  years  ago.  Since 
then,  the  youth  look  forward  to  the  camp  each  year  —  and 
their  chance  to  meet  Michael  “Sir  Aimess”  Jordan. 


She  was  also  named  “Free  Throw  Champion” 
and  received  a  plaque  at  a  basketball  camp  in  Highpoint, 
N.C. 

Hali  started  a  routine  for  herself  a  few  years 
back.  She  would  write  inspirations  on  her  shoes.  Things 
like  “I  love  Mom,”  “Panther  clan,”  “Seminole”  and  her 
cousin  Kokako’s  name. 

“I  am  proud  of  who  I  am  and  I  want  my  family 
and  loved  ones  to  know  this,”  Hali  said  about  her  practice. 
“This  is  my  way  of  expressing  me.  There  are  times  that  I 
turn  the  ball  over,  and  I  am  just  angry  with  myself,  I  look 
down  and  see  the  writing  on  my  shoes;  it  just  makes  me 
want  to  play  even  harder.” 

So  now  Hali  proudly  displays  “Princess  Power” 
on  her  shoes.  She  says  she  is  just  waiting  for  Coach 
Carlos  “Los”  to  give  her  the  green  light,  so  she  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  write  words  of  inspiration  on  her  new  team  shoes. 
Hali  says  she  enjoys  playing  with  her  new  team  because 
“Los  makes  you  run!” 

“I’m  about  stepping  up  my  game,”  she  added. 

Hali  and  fellow  Lady  Patriot  Kaley  Howard  can 
now  be  seen  playing  with  the  Lady  Seminoles  team.  She 
said  she  enjoys  playing  with  her  new  team  and  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  working  to  becoming  a  starter  for  her  new  squad. 

“I  don’t  mind  being  this  year’s  sixth  [wojman 
award  recipient,”  she  said  with  a  huge  smile. 

In  closing,  on  behalf  of  my  family,  we  just  want¬ 
ed  to  share  our  joy  and  pride  for  our  baby’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  her  love  of  the  sport  with  everyone.  We  will 
continue  to  show  our  love  and  support  for  our  sweetheart, 
Hali.  Best  of  luck  to  you  always,  Go  Foo-Le-Foo-Kee!  We 
love  you! 


Virginia  Garcia 

Garcia  was  named  the  2006  “Best  Defensive  Player.” 


McCall  Walks  Through  the 
Night  in  Relay  for  Life 

Fundraising  Event  Benefits  ACS 


(Front)  Christine  McCall  walks  for  life. 


By  Wanda  Bowers 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Relay  for 
Life  is  a  “fun- filled  overnight  event 
designed  to  celebrate  survivorship  and 
raise  money  for  research  and  programs  of 
your  American  Cancer  Society  (ACS),” 
according  to  the  ACS  website.  The  fight 
against  cancer  is  an  ongoing  cause  that 
Florida  State  University  and  other  univer¬ 
sities  and  groups  across  the  country  sup¬ 
port. 

My  daughter  Christine  McCall 
and  her  sorority,  Delta  Nu  Zeta,  joined  in 
on  the  walk  on  the  night  of  March  16. 

Other  sororities,  fraternities,  the 
basketball  team,  men’s  and  women’s 
softball  teams,  and  many  other  groups  all 
joined  together  at  the  FSU  track  to  walk 
throughout  the  night.  The  event  started  at 
4:30  p.m.  and  ended  the  following  day,  March  17, 
at  10:30  a.m. 

Along  with  collecting  donations  and 
pledges  from  numerous  sources,  Christine  raised 


Christine  McCall  passing  on  spirit  at  a  home 
baseball  game 

more  than  $2,000,  which  the  Tribe  matched.  All 
proceeds  went  to  the  ACS. 

I  started  out  with  them  that  afternoon  but 
only  lasted  until  about  8  that  night  —  it  got  too 
cold  for  me  and  I  went  back  to  the  hotel  for  com¬ 
fort  and  warmth.  But  I  put  up  a  good  walk.  My 
daughter,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  bit  tougher  and 
stayed  all  night. 

Now,  I’m  not  saying  she  walked  through¬ 
out  the  entire  night.  Rather,  Delta  Nu  Zeta  had  a 
member  of  the  team  walking  the  track  at  all  times. 
They  had  a  “Spirit  Stick,”  which  members  of  the 
team  took  with  them  as  they  walked  the  track,  and 
handed  off  to  fellow  team  members  during  break 
time.  There  was  always  a  member  of  Christine’s 
team  on  the  track. 

Let  me  tell  you  these  kids  did  great.  The 
temperature  went  down  to  about  30  degrees  that 
night  and  they  were  still  walking  or  sleeping  until 
their  turn.  Christine  even  told  me  that  at  one  point, 
one  of  the  walk  directors  got  on  the  microphone 
and  asked  everyone  do  some  aerobics  to  stay  warm. 


Christine  called  me  about  12:30  a.m., 
saying  she  needed  something  warm  to  eat,  so  I 
brought  her  some  food.  I  didn’t  hear  from  her 
again  until  8:30  the  next  morning,  when  she  told 
me  she  was  through  with  the  event  and  wanted  me 
to  come  pick  her  up. 

I  had  expected  to  hear  from  my  daughter 
sooner,  but  she  said  she  couldn’t  leave  her  sorority 
sisters.  She  had  promised  to  stay  all  night  and 
walk,  and  that’s  exactly  what  she  did.  Now  that’s 
what  you  call  sisterhood,  commitment,  loyalty  or 
just  plan  determination. 

ACS  fundraising  efforts  will  continue 
through  the  end  of  April,  when  a  final  donation 
tally  will  be  available. 

The  other  reason  for  Christine  being 
involved  in  Walk  for  Life  is  because  she  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Lady  Spirit  Hunters  of  FSU.  It’s 
not  easy  getting  in  this  group  either.  They  had 
about  200  would-be  Spirit  Hunters  apply  this  year 
—  and  Christine  was  one  of  79  chosen,  based  on 
her  high  GPA  and  vast  knowledge  of  FSU  and  the 
Seminoles. 

The  Lady  Spirit  Hunters  act  as  morale 
boosters,  motivators,  community  service  volun¬ 
teers  and  much  more.  They  boost  school  spirit  at 
all  home  games  and  paint  faces  at  all  the  FSU 
sporting  events.  You’ll  always  see  the  girls  there 
trying  to  raise  the  FSU  spirit. 


Submitted  by  Wanda  Bowers 

Even  Mom  (Wanda  Bowers)  gets  a  little  spirit 
from  Christine. 
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Str8  Ballin’s  Jarred  Smith 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

When  famous  duos  come  to 
mind,  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  the  Jason 
Taylor  Foundation  make  a  good  pair. 

This  was  the  fourth  year  the  two,  along 
with  several  corporate  sponsors,  teamed 
up  to  raise  money  for  Taylor’s  foundation 
and  this  year’s  estimated  $400,000, 
raised  March  3 1  through  April  2,  was  the 
highest  earning  to  date. 

The  Tribe  and  Taylor,  the  reign¬ 
ing  2006-07  National  Football  League 
defensive  player  of  the  year,  offered  up 
three  days  of  activities  to  support  his 
foundation,  The  Jason  Taylor  Foundation. 

Its  mission,  according  to  its  official  web¬ 
site,  jasontaylorfoimdation.com,  is  to 
support  and  create  programs  that  facili¬ 
tate  the  personal  growth  and  empower¬ 
ment  of  South  Florida’s  children  in  need 
by  focusing  on  improved  health  care, 
education  and  quality  of  life. 

On  March  31,  the  Improv 
Comedy  Club  at  Seminole  Paradise  was  - 
host  to  a  private  party  as  celebrity  guests 
and  foundation  board  members  enjoyed  dinner  and  a 
performance  by  comedian  Aries  Spears.  Spears  is  best 


Chris  Jenkins 

National  Football  League  Hall  of  Famer  Dan  Marino  (C)  and 
Tribal  citizens  (L-R)  Curtis  Osceola,  Marcy  Osceola,  Mitch 
Osceola  and  Charlie  Cypress. 


Horseshoe  Tournament  Honors 
John  Billie  Sr. 


Tribe,  JasonTaylor  Join  Forces  Once  Again 


$400,000  Raised  for  South  Florida  s  Children 


Chris  Jenkin 

Tribal  citizen  Elliot  Young  sizes  up  his  approach  on  the  green. 


known  for  his  stint  on  the  Fox  Network’s 
late  night  sketch  comedy  show  MADtv. 

April  1  featured  both  live  and 
silent  auctions  and  a  gala  dinner  at  Parrot 
Jungle  Island  in  Miami.  There  were  more 
than  80  items  up  for  grabs,  such  as  trips 
and  autographed  sports  memorabilia.  Also 
up  for  bids  were  a  trip  to  see  the  Miami 
Dolphins  in  London  at  their  October  game 
versus  the  New  York  Giants  at  Wembley 
Stadium,  and  a  signed  photo  of  the  original 
Three  Stooges. 

April  2  concluded  with  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Jason  Taylor 
Celebrity  Golf  Classic-at  the  Grande  Oaks 
Golf  Club  in  Davie,  Fla.  More  than  20 
celebrities  of  the  sports  and  entertainment 
world  participated  with  more  than  100 
golfers,  all  in  teams  of  five.  The  winners 
were  Cleveland  Browns  quarterback 
Charlie  Frye’s  team,  and  each  member 
received  a  custom-made  suit  from  famed 
men’s  clothing  designer  Ermenegildo 
Zegna. 

Some  of  those  sports  celebrities 
on  hand  to  support  Taylor  were:  current  and  former 
Miami  Dolphins  Chris  Chambers,  Randy  McMichael, 
Terrell  Buckley  and  Olindo  Mare;  Hall  of  Famer  Dan 
Marino;  professional  poker  player  Phil  Gordon;  golf 
legend  Lee  Elder;  and  New  York  Giants  Hall  of  Famer 
Lawrence  Taylor. 

Foundation  Director  Seth  Levitt  said  he 
thought  the  weekend  was  another  huge  success  and 
bigger  then  ever. 


“It  was  a  fantastic  weekend  for  us  because 
this  is  our  biggest  weekend  of  the  year,”  he  said. 

He  says  the  relationship  between  the  founda¬ 
tion  and  the  Tribe  has  been  vital  to  the  continued  suc¬ 
cess  each  year. 

“The  partnership  has  grown  with  each  and 
every  event,”  he  says.  “They  have  really  become 
friends  of  the  foundation  and  helped  support  us.  It 
shows  you  have  two  groups  of  individuals  that  share 
similar  interests  in  helping  kids.” 


HMf 


Breaking  in  the  “New”  Gym 
with  a  Tournament 


Herman  L.  Osceola  Memorial  Basketball  Tournament 


Jason  Taylor  prepares  to  putt. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  A  newer  tradition  among 
the  modem  Seminoles  involves  memorial  events  hon¬ 
oring  loved  ones  and  an  example  of  this  was  the  John 
Billie  Sr.  Memorial  Horseshoe  Tournament  held  at  the 
Big  Cypress  ball  field  on  March  29.  The  first  of  its 

kind,  it  is  expected 
to  become  an  annu¬ 
al  event. 

The  tour¬ 
nament  was  the 
perfect  setting  for 
an  outdoor  day  of 
exercise  for  the 
many  elders  that 
attended  the  event. 
The  happy  spirit  of 
a  Seminole  memo¬ 
rial  always  seems 
to  include  food, 
raffles,  music  and 
games.  It’s  not 
solemn 
trip  to 
loved 
one’s 
grave¬ 
side  as  is  done  in  other  cultures,  but  a  dayl 
of  celebration. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  Department  of  Elder  Affairs  and 
coordinated  by  the  B.C.  Elderly 
Program  and  Recreation  Department. 

The  departments  coordinated  then- 
efforts  well  and  had  the  horseshoe  pits 
located  under  another  tent  so  the  play¬ 
ers  were  well  protected  from  harsh 
sun. 

After  an  opening  prayer  by 
Jonah  Cypress,  Senior  Center  Director 
Cecilia  Solano  greeted  all  the  guests. 


“I  want  to  thank  the  family  for  letting  us 
honor  John’s  memory  today,”  she  said.  “John  was  a 
big  part  of  the  Senior  Center;  he  was  at  the  center 
almost  every  day.  John  was  a  special  man  to  us  and 
we  had  many  years  with  him  participating  in  our  pro¬ 
grams.  There’s  no  way  to  say  how  much  we  appreciat¬ 
ed  him.” 

John  Billie  Sr.,  a  heavy  equipment  operator, 
was  self-employed  many  years  operating  a  pasture 
mowing  business.  People  remember  him  riding  his 
John  Deere  tractors  and  mowers  on  Tribal  ranches. 

He  and  his  wife,  Louise,  raised  six  children: 
Irene,  Gene,  Almira,  Loraine,  John  Jr.  and  Carol.  The 
offspring  today  include  19  grandchildren  (one 
deceased),  and  12  great-grandchildren. 

“Dad  was  always  willing  to  help  us  out  with 
anything  we  asked,”  said  Carol  (Billie)  Osceola. 

Many  of  the  grandchildren  and  great-grand¬ 
children  came  to  the  event.  The  younger  ones  played 
ball  games  on  the  field.  Louise  Billie  Jr.,  a  good  horse¬ 
shoe  opponent  herself,  joined  in  the  games  that  lasted 
most  of  the  day. 


Louise  competes  in  horseshoes. 


Trail  Kings  celebrate  their  hard-earned  championship  and  show  off  their  jackets. 


Pete  Osceola  plays  defense  on  Amos  Huggins  in  the  championship. 


Lawrence  Osceola  readies  his  swing. 


By  Tony  Heard 

BIG  CYPRESS  — 

March  is  known  for  “madness”  in 
the  basketball  world.  The  Herman 
L.  Osceola  Memorial  Basketball 
Tournament  fell  on  the  weekend 
of  March  23-24  just  as  basketball 
season  was  coming  to  an  end. 

Big  Cypress’  newly  reno¬ 
vated  gym  brought  big  time  rez 
ball  back  to  the  swamp.  New  faces 
as  well  as  old  were  spotted  on  the 
Big  Cypress  reservation  as  com¬ 
petitors  vied  for  a  chance  to  bring 
home  the  championship  and  brag¬ 
ging  rights  for  this  year. 

This  tournament  is  the 
oldest  in  history  for  the  Big 
Cypress  reservation.  The  gym  is 
named  after  the  late  Herman  L. 

Osceola,  who  passed  away  22 
years  ago  on  March  24. 

The  tournament  was  a 
one-day  event  with  the  legends 
showcasing  their  skills  on  March 
22.  Then  the  adults  took  center 
stage  for  their  turn  to  shine.  The 
women’s  side  of  the  bracket  had  four  teams  and  the 
men’s  bracket  had  five. 

Usually  all  reservations  are  represented  and 
people  travel  long  ways  to  play  in  these  Indian  tourna¬ 
ments.  Rez  ball  is  widely  known  throughout  Indian 
country.  Players  and  teams  travel  to  a  number  of  out- 
of-state  tournaments  for  all  sorts  of  reasons. 

This  tournament  attracted  only  local  teams, 
but  it  began  as  any  other  tournament  would  begin, 
with  a  whistle  or  horn.  Then  came  sounds  of  balls 
bouncing,  shoes  hitting  the  ground,  people  yelling 
from  pure  adrenaline,  teams  winning  and  losing  all 


Sundown  showed 


the  champi 


Great  defense  earns  championships, 
onship  game. 


Sundown  defending  Native  Ladies  in  Championship 


throughout  the  day. 

The  championship  was 
later  on  that  day  with  Native  Ladies 
and  Sundown  meeting  face  to  face. 
With  the  youthful  legs  of  Sundown, 
the  Native  Ladies  had  a  tough  time 
keeping  up.  Turnovers  on  the  part 
of  Native  Ladies  made  it  easy  for 
Sundown  to  get  lay-up  after  lay-up. 

Native  Ladies  fought  long 
and  hard  but  fell  short,  and 
Sundown  won  this  year’s  champi¬ 
onship  game. 

The  men’s  championship 
game  was  all  one  could  ask  for  — 
Trail  Kings  versus  the  young  guns 
of  Str8  Ballin’.  Trail  Kings  is  a 
mixture  of  Tribal  members  from 
Miccosukee.  They  cruised  into  the 
championship  via  the  winner’s 
bracket.  Str8  Ballin’  fought  back 
through  the  loser’s  bracket,  but  did¬ 
n’t  let  fatigue  slow  them  down  at 
all. 

The  game  was  back  and 
forth  with  the  crowd  giving  oohs 
and  ahs  at  the  big  shots  and  tough 


L~=> 


Wisconsin  native  Dionne  Jacobs  and  Tribal  citizen 
Adrian  Baker  show  off  their  sharp  shooter  prizes 
for  being  3-point  champions. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Wilson  Bowers  plays  good 
defense  on  Trail  Kings’  Jarred 
Osceola. 


lay-ups  by  both  teams.  Showing  ath¬ 
leticism  and  skill,  both  teams  played 
hard,  not  giving  any  thought  to  any¬ 
thing  but  playing  tough  defense  and 
finishing  on  the  offensive  end. 

Eventually  the  adrenaline 
rush  had  to  come  to  an  end.  Str8 
Ballin’  fell  to  Trail  Kings  by  8  points. 
Great  game  and  good  sportsmanship 
were  displayed  by  both  teams  in  the 
Championship. 

The  Herman  L.  Osceola 
family  and  Big  Cypress  Recreation 
gave  all  teams  and  players  a  nice 
tournament  with  the  paint  on  the 
walls  barely  dry.  The  renovated  gym 
is  the  total  tournament  experience. 
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Tribal  Citizen  Strides  to  Be  Healthy 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Elsie  Bowers,  Snake 
Clan,  has  taken  control  of  her  diabetes 

—  and  it’s  been  an  uphill  battle  for 
22  years.  She  is  combating  this 
deadly  disease  through  education, 
which  has  taught  her  how  to 
fight  it.  She  has  dedicated  herself 
to  a  healthy  lifestyle  and  made  it 
a  routine  to  walk  for  exercise 
daily  and  eat  right. 

A  youthful  67,  Bowers 
says  her  goals  are  to  be  in  better 
health  by  controlling  her  diabetes  - 
literally  one  step  at  a  time  —  and 
to  avoid  kidney  failure  and 
dialysis.  Bowers  said  she  .A 

makes  exercise  a  part  of  I 

her  everyday  living, 
walking  three  miles  a 
day  either  on  the  tread-  J 
mill  or  at  the  park.  She 
said  she  also  watches 
what  she  eats,  takes 
her  vitamins  and  J 
never  drinks  soda 

—  not  even  diet 
soda. 

She  is  an 
avid  walker  and  a 
member  of  Team 
Seminole  walking 
club.  They  participate 
in  various  walks 
throughout  the  year 
through  the  leadership 
of  Edna  McDuffie,  Big 
Cypress  community 
outreach  liaison.  On 
March  17,  Team 
Seminole  participated  in 
the  Walk  to  D’Feet  ALS  at 
Sawgrass  Mills  Mall  in  Sunrise, 

Fla. 

Bowers,  who  works  in 
the  President’s  Office,  organized 
Team  Seminole  to  walk  in  honor 
of  Dou  Brock,  former  Tribal 
wholesale  distribution  director. 

Brock  worked  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  for  14  years 
and  is  currently  fighting  ALS. 

Everyone  has  ups  and 
downs,  but  Bowers  found  that 
changing  her  lifestyle  —  and 
sticking  with  it  —  were  the  hardest 
things  to  do.  Luckily,  she  didn’t 
have  to  do  it  alone  and  had  lots  of 
support  from  her  family. 

Bowers  has  two  younger 
sisters  and  a  brother  who  have  also 
committed  themselves  to  a  healthful 
lifestyle.  The  non-diabetics  of  the 
family,  Gladys  Bratcher  and  Martha 
Jones,  along  with  Elsie’s  brother, 

Andrew  Bowers,  run  in  marathons  ar 
participate  in  walks. 

Of  course,  staying  in  shape 
hasn’t  always  been  easy.  Just  as 
things  were  going  well  for  Bowers, 
she  fell  off  a  treadmill  on  August 
12,  2005.  She  ended  up  with  an 
injured  shoulder  and  later  had  to 
have  surgery  to  correct  it.  As  many 
know,  getting  hurt  is  one  of  the  biggest  downfalls 
to  exercising.  The  recovery  process  is  grueling  due  to 
obstacles  such  as  age,  work,  kids,  health  reasons, 
stress  related,  self-esteem,  and/or  time  constraints. 

Burdened  with  one  of  these  obstacles,  recov¬ 
ering  from  injury  made  Bowers  work  twice  as  hard  as 


she  did  before.  However,  she  persevered  and  stayed 
focused  on  her  goal. 

Bowers  continues  to  her  quest  to  stay  fit,  and 
currently  works  out  at  SimplyFit,  a  women-only  work¬ 
out  center  in  Davie,  Fla.  She  credits  her  doctor  with 
helping  her  stay  in  shape  and  monitoring  her  weight 
gain  and  loss.  She  said  she  also  attends  Weight 
Watchers  meetings  once  a  week,  and  regularly  eats 
salads,  yogurt,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  claims  she 
only  cheats  at  community  dinners. 

Bowers  said  her  biggest  accomplishment  was 
participating  in  a  weekend  charity  walk  in  2004.  The 
event,  which  raised  funds  for  the  fight  against  breast 
cancer,  began  in  Boca  Raton,  Fla.  at  7  a.m.  and 
everyone  walked  until  about  4:30  p.m. 
Organizers  had  buses  that  picked  partic¬ 
ipants  up  and  drove  them  to  a  football 
stadium  in  Fort  Lauderdale  where  they 
showered  and  camped  out  in  prepara- 
tion  for  the  second  day. 

Organizers  even  had 
entertainment  and  food  for 
the  participants,  but  Bowers 
said  she  just  ate  and  went  to 
bed  early.  She  said  all  the 
festivities  were  fun,  but 
she  simply  “had  to  rest.” 

The  next  morning 
she  got  up  early  and  had  a 
healthy  breakfast.  The  walk 
began  around  7  a.m.  Bowers  and 
three  other  Tribal  citizens  finished 
in  Miami  later  that  day. 

“It  was  a  three-day 
walk,  but  I  finished  in  two  and  a 
half  days,”  Bowers  said,  adding 
that  she  completed  the  course  with 
only  one  blister. 

That  is  a  perfect  example 
of  Bowers’  ability  to  set  a  goal 
and  accomplish  it.  Not  only  did 
she  have  to  walk  many  miles, 
but  she  was  responsible  for  all  her 
extras,  like  socks,  Band-Aids™  and 
shoes.  What  a  walker  wears  on  her  feet  is 
very  important  in  an  event  like  this, 
according  to  Bowers. 

“I  wear  Coolmax  socks  —  they 
keep  my  feet  from  sweating  —  and  I  wear 
New  Balance  shoes,”  she  said.  “In  big 
walks  like  this  I  bring  two  sets  of  shoes.” 

When  she  looks  back  into  the  past, 
Bowers  said:  “Before  diabetes,  I  was  the 
first  person  to  walk  around  in  Brighton. 
People  thought  I  was  crazy.  As  far  back  as  I 
remember  I  always  try  to  watch  what  I  eat. 
I’d  be  walking  down  the  road  and  people 
would  stop  and  ask  me  what  I  was  doing 
and  do  I  need  a  ride.  I  would  tell  them  I’m 
just  exercising.” 

Bowers  is  still  is  very  passionate 
about  the  importance  of  exercise,  not  just  for 
herself  but  for  all  people. 

“These  days  kids  ride  their  golf  carts, 
dirt  bikes;  kids  don’t  even  walk  anymore,”  she 

Very  serious  about  fitness,  but  even 
more  serious  about  her  health,  Bowers  said  she 
will  continue  to  try  to  eat  right,  stretch,  lace  up 
and  walk  to  control  her  diabetes  —  but  more 
importantly,  not  let  it  control  her.  If  anyone 
asked  Bowers  how  she  maintains  her  lifestyle, 
she  would  give  a  very  simple  answer. 

“I  just  stay  active  and  stay  healthy, 
get  involved  and  learn  how  to  eat,”  she  said. 

Her  answer  is  so  matter-of-fact  that  it  sounds 
easy;  and  it  might  be  easy  for  a  week.  However,  a  true 
dedication  to  staying  healthy  and  eating  right  is  a  very 
powerful  commitment. 


Seminoles  Join  in  March  of  Dimes  Campaign 

Charity  Raises  Funds  for  Healthier  Newborns 


By  Emma  Brown 

OKEECHOBEE,  Fla.  —  Premature  birth 
weight  rates  have  escalated  steadily  and  alarmingly 
over  the  past  two  decades. 

Currently  in  the  United  States,  one  out  of 
eight  babies  is  bom  prematurely.  The  March  of  Dimes 
Prematurity  Campaign  is  a  multimillion-dollar 
research,  awareness  and  education  effort  to  help 
women  give  birth  to  healthier  babies. 

Each  year  the  city  of  Okeechobee  gets 
involved  in  the  campaign  by  fundraising  and  hosting 
an  annual  walk.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Health 


Department  is  always  active  in  raising  money  for  this 
important  cause  and  organizing  Team  Seminole  walk¬ 
ers  to  participate  in  the  walk. 

This  year’s  walk  took  place  on  March  31  at 
Flagler  Park.  The  course  was  approximately  three 
miles  with  spirit  stations  along  the  way  handing  out 
water,  nutrition  bars  and  more. 

The  Health  Department  hosted  a  spirit  station 
this  year  and  gave  out  beaded  necklaces  and  water  to 
all  walkers.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  received 
awards  for  having  the  most  people  register  and  for 
raising  the  most  money. 


President  Moses  Osceola  (R)  enjoys  Trick  Pony  and  the  auction  with  friends  (R-L)  Shawn  Henderson, 
Marilyn  Cerrato,  Hector  Cerrato  and  Gene  Meisenhiemer. 


Torretta  and  SSM  are  a  Successful  Team 


Charity  Event  Raises  Estimated  $130,000 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  They  were  not  a  team  in 
the  football  sense,  but  a  former  Heisman  Trophy  win¬ 
ner  and  Seminole  Sports  Management  (SSM)  worked 
as  one  and  scored  big  for  a  good  cause  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  March  24-26. 

Former  University  of  Miami  Hurricanes  quar¬ 
terback  and  1992  Heisman  winner  Gino  Torretta  and 
SSM  planned  a  weekend  full  of  entertaining  events 
with  a  live  concert,  silent  auctions,  celebrity  poker  and 
golf  for  all  to  enjoy.  Together  both  raised  funds  and 
awareness  in  support  of  the  Torretta  Foundation.  The 
weekend’s  festivities  raised  an 
estimated  $130,000  for  the  founda¬ 
tion. 

The  Torretta  Foundation, 
which  he  began  in  2002  with  wife 
Bernadette,  places  an  emphasis  on 
research  for  Amyotrophic  Lateral 
Sclerosis,  better  known  as  Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease. 

The  Seminole  Paradise’s 
Gryphon  nightclub  was  the  site  to 
kick  things  off  on  March  24,  as  the 
platinum-selling  country  music 
group  Trick  Pony  and  special 
guest  Steve  Azar  performed. 

Miami  Hurricanes  announcer  Jay 
Rokeach,  the  emcee  for  the 
evening,  handled  live  auction 
duties,  offering  sports  memorabil¬ 
ia,  vacation  getaways  and  jewelry 
to  the  highest  bidders. 

March  25  featured  a 
poker  tournament  and  silent  auc¬ 
tion  emceed  by  former  New  York 
Jets  quarterback  Walter  Briggs. 

Appearances  by  former  Chicago 
Bears  quarterback  Jim  McMahon, 
former  Hurricanes  quarterback  Ken  Dorsey  and  for¬ 
mer  Hurricanes  wide  receiver  Lamar  Thomas,  among 
many  others,  showed  their  support. 


The  auction  displayed  autographed  memora¬ 
bilia  from  legends  of  the  sports  world  including  a  Jim 
Brown  football,  a  Joe  Montana  picture,  a  Jack 
Nicklaus  hat-magazine,  a  Kirk  Gibson  jersey,  a  Jerry 


Rice  football  and  a  picture  of  the  1980  U.S.  Olympic 
hockey  team. 

The  TPC  Eagle  Trace  golf  course  in  Coral 
Springs,  Fla.  was  the  host  site  for  golf  tournament 
play  on  March  26. 

SSM  Foundation  Manager  Tera  Jenkins  said 
the  weekend  was  a  big  success. 

“Overall,  I  felt  the  weekend  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful,”  she  said.  “We  had  no  major  problems. 
[Gino’s]  guests  seemed  happy  and  impressed  with  the 
Hard  Rock.  All  of  the  guys  loved  the  addition  of  the 
poker  tournament.” 


Jenkins  said  she  was  also  impressed  with 
Torretta  and  enjoyed  working  with  him. 

“It  is  great  working  with  someone  who  is  so 
passionate  about  raising  money  for  a  great 
cause,”  she  said.  “He  is  very  hands  on  and 
is  very  personally  involved.  I  would  love 
to  have  100  Gino  clients. 

“We  raised  a  lot  of  money  and 
everyone  who  attended  was  there  to  actual¬ 
ly  support  the  cause  with  open  checkbooks 
and  willing  hearts.  You  could  definitely  tell 
that  these  people  were  not  only  there  to 
party  —  but  for  a  real  purpose.” 

Torretta  praised  the  turnout  of 
support  this  year  as  well  as  the  job  done  by 
SSM. 

“I  was  pleased  with  the  week¬ 
end,”  he  said.  “I  thought  things  went  very 
well.” 

For  football  and  Hurricanes  fans, 
Torretta  is  best  known  as  one  of  the  grid¬ 
iron  greats  of  college  football.  He  played 
quarterback  for  the  University  of  Miami, 
where  he  won  two  national  championships 
in  1989  and  1991.  His  1991-1992  Heisman 
campaign  capped  a  season  where  he  had 
3,095  yards  and  20  touchdowns,  and  he  is 
one  of  only  two  UM  quarterbacks  —  the 
other  is  Vinny  Testaverde  —  to  win  the  award.  He  was 
drafted  in  1993  and  played  five  seasons  in  the 
National  Football  League  for  Minnesota,  Detroit,  San 
Francisco,  Seattle  and  Indianapolis. 


Steve  Azar  presents  a  custom  autographed  guitar  from  legendary  rock 
singer  and  song  writer  Bob  Seger. 


Platinum-selling  country  music  group  Trick  Pony  performs. 


Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Bent  exhaust  systems. 


w  ww .  exha  ustd  ep>ot .  com 


-  Mandrel  Pent  piping  flows  more  than  standard 
imitfter  shop  press  Dent. 

-  Gorvenal  muffler  shsp  exhaust  work  also  done. 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Turbu  down  pipe  and  Intercooler  pipe  specialist! 

-  Aluminum  trends  coming  soon. 

954-  364-4499  5925  flatten  S  wood  Road  Bay  D-tO 

954-5  59-  2  009  Pania  Beocb,  FL  333 1 2 
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Greg  Carter  #23  is  ready  to  block  Marlon 
Foster  #15  as  he  attempts  a  jump  shot. 


Youth  Hustle  Back  to  the  Court 
with  a  Competitive  Spirit 

39 *"  Annual  Howard  Tiger  Youth  Memorial  Tournament 


Look  in  their  eyes;  BC  8  and  under  might  be  small  in  size  but  they’re  big  in  heart. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Alonzo  Waglet  and  Chayse  Billie  show  good  sports¬ 
manship. 


Lariah  Baientine  dribbles  while  Whitney  Osceola 
plays  defense. 


By  Tony  Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Each  year, 
young  Seminole  basketball  players  from 
every  reservation  look  forward  to  playing 
in  the  Howard  Tiger  Memorial  Basketball 
Tournament.  The  competition,  held 
March  30  -  31  at  the  Hollywood  Gym, 
has  always  been  great;  however,  it  seems 
as  though  the  level  has  grown  drastically 
in  the  past  few  years. 

The  tournament  began  at  5:45 
p.m.  with  the  8  and  younger  teams  hitting 
the  hardwood.  They  wasted  no  time 
showcasing  all  their  hard  work  from 
many  hours  of  practice. 

The  Recreation  Department  has 
basketball  goals  that  connect  to  the  regu¬ 
lation  goals.  This  brings  the  level  of  the 
basket  to  about  seven  feet,  which  is  just 
right  for  many  of  the  kids  playing.  The 
youth  work  on  their  game  to  become  bet¬ 
ter,  but  at  the  end  of  the  day  it’s  all  about 
the  teamwork  and  fun  —  all  of  the  kids  in 
this  age  bracket  received  medals  for  their 
hard  work  and  participation. 

The  12  and  younger  co-ed 
games  always  bring  a  level  of  intensity 
with  the  young  athletes  ready  to  compete. 
The  BC,  Hollywood  and  Brighton  teams 
looked  more  ready  than  ever.  This  group 
is  really  serious  about  their  basketball  and 
it  shows  on  the  court  with  their  inability 
to  tire. 

The  level  of  competitive  spirit 
did  not  drop  when  the  14  and  younger 
boys  and  girls  hit  the  court.  Their  games 
started  off  with  a  bang  with  players  div¬ 
ing  on  the  floor  and  getting  defense  stops. 
It  was  a  great  atmosphere  to  be  in:  play¬ 
ers  giving  high  fives,  parents  cheering 
and  coaches  giving  it  their  all. 

It  was  then  time  for  the  17  and 
younger  teams  to  hit  the  hardwood  and 
compete  for  the  championship.  They  did 
not  disappoint  the  many  spectators  on 
hand  to  see  the 
action.  Long 
range  three 
pointers, 
intense  on  the 
ball  defense 


and  good  ball  movement  were  just  a  few  of  the 
things  spectators  saw. 

March  31,  the  final  day  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  meant  there  will  be  teams  taking  home 
championship  trophies  -  and  bragging  rights. 

The  games  began  at  8  a.m.  with  the  12 
and  younger  co-ed  games  and  14  and  under 
boys  following.  Each  age  bracket  had  their  time 
on  the  court  to  compete  and  find  out  who 
would  be  playing  later  in  the  “ship.” 

The  12  and  younger  championship  pit 
Brighton  against  Hollywood.  The  game  was 
intense  right  from  the  jump  with  scoring  going 
back  and  forth.  Neither  team  could  gain  a  large 
advantage.  The  score  at  the  halftime  was  13  - 
14,  with  Hollywood  holding  onto  a  slight  lead. 
Team  Brighton  kept  themselves  in  the  game 
with  tough  rebounding  and  by  getting  fast  break 
points. 

In  the  second  half  Hollywood  extend¬ 
ed  their  lead  to  10  with  a  pair  of  the  three 
pointers  and  defensive  pressure  caused  a  two 
quick  steals  that  turned  into  lay  ups.  The  lead 
was  too  much  for  Brighton  to  overcome  and  the 
final  score  ended  up  being  26  -  19,  Hollywood. 

Then  the  epic  battle  commenced  when 
the  14  and  younger  girls  took  the  court  to  play 
for  the  championship.  It  was  BC  facing  off 
against  the  teamwork  and  full-court  pressure  of 
the  Lady  Seminoles  —  and  it  was  just  too  much 
or  the  BC  girls  this  time  around.  The  Lady 
Seminoles  claimed  the  championship  and  await 
the  next  tournament  to  compete  and  play  togeth¬ 
er  with  friends  and  family. 

The  14  and  younger  boys  division  saw 
BC  taking  on  Hollywood,  and  both  teams 
brought  their  A  game.  BC  quickly  jumped  ahead 
of  Hollywood  with  a  10  -  0  lead.  Hollywood  had 
a  slow  start  but  got  back  in  the  game  trailing  26  - 
15  at  the  half. 

Hollywood  gave  a  good  fight  but  just 
didn’t  have  enough  to  overcome  the  careless 
turnovers  they  committed  throughout  the  game. 
The  final  score  was  37  -  23,  with  Big  Cypress 
earning  the  title. 

The  17  and  under  girls  hit  the 
court  and  the  all  the  Lady  Seminoles 
came  ready  to  play.  After  going  head-to- 
head  in  practice  they  met  in  the  final 
game  after  meeting  early  on  in  the 
bracket  and  falling  short  to  the  14  and 
younger  Lady  Seminole’s  team.  This 
would  be  their  first  appearance  in  the 
older  division. 

The  Lady  Seminoles  squad 
simply  demonstrated  more  teamwork 
and  effort  than  their  counterparts.  The 
older  squad  was  plagued  with  injuries, 
which  made  winning  the  championship 
easy  for  the  14  and  younger  Lady 
Seminoles. 

Once  the  17  and  younger  guys 
took  the  hardwood,  the  intensity  level 
increased  about  three  volume  levels. 
Hollywood  and  BC  were  battling  and 
having  a  good  time  competing.  Down  14 
at  the  half,  the  Hollywood  team  had  to 
rally  in  the  second  half. 

Unfortunately,  the  Big  Cypress 
team  did  not  want  that  to  happen.  They 
applied  some  full  court  pressure  and 
extended  their  lead  to  win  the  game,  27  - 
19. 


Lila  Os 

Hollywood  12  and  under  get  instructions  from  coach  Carlos 
Adamson.  Charlie  Osceola 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

BC  12  and  under  boys  earn  championship  honors  to  add  to  their  col¬ 
lection. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

BC  boys  Championship  17  and  under  team  show  off  their  hardware. 


Lady  Seminoles  show  their  personalities  as  they  take  home  two  cham¬ 
pionship  honors  in  the  14  and  17  and  under  divisions. 


Attention  Parents  and  Students 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 


We  now  offer  up  to  five 
hours  a  week  of  private 
tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help 
in  any  academic  subject 


We  can  also  pro¬ 
vide  assistance 
for  all  students 
preparing  for 
the  SAT  and  ACT 


Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 

‘Handling  Criminal  Cases  Aavss  Florida  For  Over  20  Years J 


Law  Office  of  Scull  H  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Bcadu  Florida  33401 
(561)  689-3625 
Fax;  (56 1 )  6S6-4567 
eupptiiw  1 956Miell5muh.net 
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WdlnessJ-Gre 
Reflexology 


Physical  The  rap. 
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Nutritional  Com 
Disc  injuries* 
Chronic 
Accident  / 


(954)  587-8700 
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Nee’s  Kung  Fu  Coming  to 
Hollywood  Reservation 

Tribal  citizens  come  try  a  self-defense  and 
kickboxing  class  and  make  getting  into 
shape  fast,  while  having  fun! 

Our  classes  are  designed  for  beginners  and 
aims  to  get  you  in  the  best  shape  of  your 
life! 

We’ll  motivate  you  and  energize  you  and 
guide  you  to  a  NEW  leaner,  happier  and 
more  confident  you! 

Where:  Little  gray  trailer  on  64th  Ave. 
Time:  10:30  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m. 

Days:  Tuesdays  &  Thursdays 

For  more  information  call  Gina  Allardyce 
at  (954)  605-8909 


Spring  Weight  Loss  Contest 

Open  to  Hollywood  Tribal  Members,  Spouses,  Employees,  and  Community  Members. 
Spring  Hollywood  Weight  Loss  Contest  began  at  9:00  am  on  Monday,  April  16. 
Everyone  must  be  weighed  in  by  5:00  pm  on  Friday,  April  20th. 

No  exceptions!! 

Your  weigh  in  weight  can  not  be  higher  than  the  January  weight  loss  “weigh  out” 
weight.  If  your  weight  is  higher,  then  your  “weigh  ouf  ’  weight  will  be  used  for  your 
starting  weight. 

Everyone  must  weigh  out  by  5:00  pm  on  Friday,  August  17th. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Hollywood  Recreation  at  (954)  989-9457  or  Gina 
at  (954)  605-8909. 
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Rodeo  *  Ko-waa-ye  Esh-ham-pa-Jeesh-ke  ❖  Curakko  Ohiipoketv 


EIRA  Rodeo  at  Annual  Cattle  Drive 

those  precious  qualifying  seconds,  sooner  or  later  he  is 
going  to  come  off.  This  is  when  riders  pray  for  a  good 
clown  and  a  pickup  man.  Ethan  Gopher,  Josh  Johns 
and  Billie  Foley  have  all  felt  the  fear,  rush  of  adrena¬ 
line  and  courage  required  to  earn  their  winning  points. 

There  were  16  entries  in  the  4-  to  8-year-old 
Barrel  Racers  division,  and  they  were  all  crowd- 
pleasers.  The  top  five  winners,  Ahnie  Jumper,  Jobe 
Johns,  Cyrus  Smedley,  Brighton  Bauman  and 
Savannah  Fish,  had  scores  ranging  from  18.954  to 
84.909  seconds.  These  youngsters  all  rode  unassisted 
and  completed  the  pattern  in  order  to  qualify. 

It  was  heartwarming  to  watch  Justin  Aldridge 
running  ahead  of  his  little  sister  Aleah  Turtle  and 
William  Bearden  dragging  Sunni’s  pony  through  the 
pattern  while  she  waved  to  the  audience.  Barrel 
Racing  veterans  Boogie  Jumper  and  Reba  Osceola 
were  really  cranking  it  up  when  they  took  their  daugh¬ 
ters  around  on  lead  line. 

However,  the  real  show  stopper  was  Dayra 
Koenes,  whose  horse  broke  the  pattern.  She  corrected 
him  by  herself  and  then  completed  the  run  unassisted. 

Scores  in  the  9-12  and  13- 18-year-old  Barrels 
were  very  close  ranging  from  18.275  to  19.766  sec¬ 
onds.  A  very  familiar  rider,  Nauthkie  Henry,  took  first 
in  the  younger  division  with  Kelton  Smedley  and 
Malanie  Perez  just  thousandths  of  a  second  behind  her. 

Janae  Braswell  blew  everyone  away  with  her 
18.415  second  run  with  Taylor  Johns  and  Adrianne 
Cypress  in  hot  pursuit.  It  was  tough  luck  for  Ashton 
Baxley  who  knocked  down  the  third  barrel  and 
Rebecca  Osceola  when  her  horse  broke  the  pattern. 

However,  both  girls  showed  excellent  sports¬ 
manship  and  completed  their  runs  ready  to  try  again. 

It  was  a  very  exciting  night  in  the  Junior 
Breakaway.  Jobe  Johns  lost  his  seat  and  slammed  into 
the  hard  clay  of  the  arena.  He  lay  motionless  for  a  few 
seconds  but  rallied  when  his  father  rushed  to  the 
scene. 

As  he  slowly  got  to  his  feet  he  said,  “I’m 
tough.  It  only  knocked  the  wind  out  of  me.” 

First  and  second  places  in  the  Breakaway 
went  to  Kelton  Smedley  and  Dalton  Boney,  respective¬ 
ly,  when  they  pantyhosed  their  steers.  Blevins  Jumper 
grabbed  third  with  a  trick  shot  using  his  third  loop. 

Junior  Bareback  riders  Jacoby  Johns  and 
Christopher  Smith  took  the  top  positions  in  their 
event.  Riding  some  of  the  rankest  rough  stock  on  the 
rodeo  circuit,  these  young  men  fought  hard  against 
some  very  tough  odds  and  won. 

Assisting  the  announcer  in  the  evening’s 
sanctioned  events  was  Dale  Oldhom,  a  council  dele¬ 
gate  for  the  Crow  Nation.  His  announcing  career  has 
spanned  nearly  40  years  and  carried  him  to  many  of 
the  states  in  our  nation.  As  a  college  professor,  he  has 
taught  Native  American  studies  since  1971  and  cur¬ 
rently  holds  the  position  of  Crow  Tribal  preservation 
officer. 

There  were  no  qualified  rides  in  the  Bareback 
or  Saddle  Bronc  events  and  it  was  a  rough  night  for 
the  Steer  Wrestlers  with  Greg  Louis  being  the  only 
contestant  of  several  to  complete  his  run. 

When  it  was  time  for  the  Calf  Roping,  the 
participants  finally  got  the  upper  hand  over  some  very 
fast  stock,  with  top  honors  going  to  Josh  Jumper, 


Judy  Weeks 


Andre  Jumper  takes  first  place  in  the  steer  riding  event. 


Happy  Jumper  and  Preston  Williams. 

Of  the  10  entries  in  the  Women’s 
Breakaway,  Pauletta  Bowers,  LeAnna  Billie  and 
Tess  Ducheneaux,  took  the  lead  in  this  very  compet¬ 
itive  event.  The  Legends  Breakaway  had  an  equally 
hard  way  to  go  with  Norman  Johns  taking  first  and 
Rudy  Osceola  coming  in  second. 

There  were  28  teams  vying  for  the  winning 
money  in  the  Team  Roping  event,  which  proved  to 
be  a  very  difficult  task.  An  8.2  second  run  for  broth¬ 
ers  Josh  and  Naha  Jumper  put  them  in  first  place. 
The  young  team  of  Justin  and  Hilliard  Gopher 
excelled  this  season,  and  despite  a  one  leg  catch, 
were  able  to  grab  the  second  slot.  A  broken  barrier 
didn’t  prevent  Willie  and  Alex  Johns  from  taking 
third  and  a  1 .5  second  margin  put  Richard  and  Paul 
Bowers  in  fourth. 

Of  the  20  women  seeking  qualifying  points 
in  the  Barrel  Racing,  only  six  entrants  made  the 
grade.  The  competition  was  unbelievably  close  with 
only  three  quarters  of  a  second  between  the  first  and 
sixth  place  winners. 

Each  of  the  contestants  accumulated  as 
many  points  as  possible  to  qualify  for  this  year’s 
finals  and  they  have  already  gotten  off  to  an  excel¬ 
lent  beginning.  The  line  up  was  as  follows:  Boogie 
Jumper,  Scooter  Johns,  Perri  Whidden,  Toi 
Andrews,  Marilee  Johns  and  Heather  Peterson. 

The  evening’s  performance  came  to  an 
exciting  conclusion  with  seven  entries  in  the  Bull 
Riding  and  just  two  qualified  rides.  Justin  Gopher 
and  Coty  Brugh  received  fantastic  scores  for  then- 
rides  and  the  extreme  efforts  of  their  mounts.  High 
caliber  rides  of  the  type  experienced  during  this 
competition  will  surely  place  the  contestants  among 
the  contenders  at  the  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  After  a  long  day  in  the 
saddle,  the  cowboys  and  cowgirls  who  participated  in 
the  11th  Annual  Junior  Cypress  Cattle  Drive  on  March 
3 1  were  treated  to  a  performance  of  the  Eastern  Indian 
Rodeo  Association  (EIRA).  Following  a  relaxing  meal 
at  the  end  of  the  trail,  the  weary  riders  got  their  second 
wind  and  a  crowd  formed  in  the  bleachers. 

The  Junior  Rodeo  got  under  way  at  6  p.m. 
with  the  popular  Mutton  Bustin’.  Pint-size  athletes 
always  capture  the  hearts  of  their  audience  as  they  exit 
the  chute,  clinging  to  the  back  of  a  woolly  sheep  and 
dreaming  of  the  day  when  they  will  ride  the  bulls.  The 
top  contenders  were  Kirkland  Boney,  Mark  Holmes, 
Rayven  King  and  Norman  Osceola. 

The  Wild  Pony  Riders  drew  gasps  from  the 
spectators  as  they  mounted  the  little  four-legged  kegs 
of  dynamite  and  came  bucking  out  of  the  starting 
gates.  With  a  tight  grip  on  the  saddle  hom  and  one 
hand  in  the  air,  it  takes  every  ounce  of  courage  a  rider 
can  muster  to  compete.  Timothy  Bearden  and  J.J. 

Johns  fought  hard  and  won  their  points. 

Winning  Calf  Riders  Jobe  Johns,  Dalton 
Koenes  and  Dustin  Holmes  got  in  plenty  of  practice, 
learning  the  skills  and  balance  required  to  eventually 


Judy  Weeks 


Clowns  help  J.J.  Johns  to  his  feet  during  the  Wild 
Pony  competition. 


move  up  the  ladder  to  the  Steer  Riding.  The  two  top 
riders  in  the  Steers  category,  Andre  Jumper  and  J.J. 
Johns,  don’t  have  to  have  very  long  memories  to  recall 
the  bumps,  bruises  and  hard  falls  they  acquired  while 
preparing  for  their  rung  on  that  same  ladder. 

Donning  their  vests  and  preparing  their  rig¬ 
ging,  the  Junior  Bull  Riders  risk  life  and  limb  when 
they  lower  themselves  on  the  backs  of  these  beasts 
bent  on  losing  their  riders.  It  is  impossible  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  is  going  to  happen  when  the  chute  opens 
and  bull  and  rider  lunge  into  the  arena.  Bucks,  jumps, 
twists  and  turns  designed  to  fling  the  rider  to  the 
ground  are  just  the  beginning. 

Even  if  the  rider  manages  to  stay  on  board  for 


Judy  Weeks 


Professional  announcer  Dale  Oldhorn  of  the  Crown 
Nation  assists  at  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo. 
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Announcements  *  Abdaheeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Poems 


Happy  Birthdays 


Refuse 

The  time  came  to  take  a  stand 

For  far  too  long  I  embraced  a  forbidden 

hand 

As  I  struggled  to  free  myself  from  its  pow¬ 
erful  grip 

Treasures  I  once  held  began  to  slip 
Clutched  by  confusion  —  held  captive  to 
pain 

Clinging  to  the  deception,  I  was  led  hope¬ 
lessly  through  the  rain 
Misery  loves  company  so  I  quickly  took 
part 


It  was  then  I  received  a  blow  straight  to 
my  heart 

Life  to  me  had  become  so  unfair 
Would  I  ever  escape  this  touch  of  despair 
Defeat  was  an  option  I  could  not  accept 
As  I  was  delivered  to  the  lesson  in  life  I 
would  not  forget 

Today  Gopher  Y08219  fights  through  a 
second  bid 

A  payment  for  the  life  I  had  once  lived 
Again  I  am  confined  to  a  cell 
Breaking  the  adversary’s  hold  because  I 
refuse  to  fail 

Leslie  J.  Gopher 


T.I.M.E. 

Just  another  4-letter  word  with  a  lot  of 
meaning 

Once  young,  my  mother  was  always  there 
when  I  was  crying  and  screaming 
Her  graceful  love  and  tender  care  always 
left  a  warm  feeling 

Growing  up,  playing  with  my  brothers  and 

sisters  there  couldn’t  be  better  days;  I 

thought  I  was  dreaming 

A  house  full  of  family,  there’s  always  a 

shoulder  worth  leaning 

But  as  time  passed  people  grow  and  people 

change,  and  that’s  all  right 

So  my  love  for  you  will  remain  the  same 


and  we’ll  always  be  trunk  tight 
You  hold  the  Ace,  I  hold  the  King  and 
together  we’ll  always  have  the  upper  hand 
In  case  we’ve  bumped  heads,  I’m  sorry;  it 
will  never  happen  again;  my  word  as  a 
man 

But  over  time  wound  heal  and  love  is 
regained 

I’ll  always  love  my  mother,  father,  brothers 
and  sisters;  and  that  will  never  change. 

Dedicated  to  my  brothers  Ira,  Mike  and 
Randy;  and  to  my  sisters  Carla  and  PJ. 

Smile  back  Big  Town, 

Dustin  Osceola 


Walking  in  a  Bid 

Steps  taken  daily  are  impossible  for  words 
to  say 

Twenty-four  seven  in  every  second  that 
fades  away 

Come  morning  the  weakness  runs  and 
hides 

By  nightfall  silently  come  the  cries 
Memories  that  were  and  ones  without 
place 

Clinging  close  to  what  time  cannot  erase 


Encamped  to  chaos  by  razor  and  chain 
Partaking  in  a  confusion  that  prospers 
within  the  pain 

Few  will  leave  but  many  must  stay 
Payment  to  a  life  sacrificed  in  each  day 
The  struggle  that  forces  a  heart  to  look 
Searching  the  answers  of  one  great  book 
Repentance,  forgiveness  and  deliverance 
once  was  hid 

The  real  truth  . . .  walking  in  a  bid 
Leslie  J.  Gopher 


In  Loving  Memory  of  Clarence  L.  Avila 


I’m  On  Mv  Wav 

I’m  on  my  way,  ancestors,  family  and 
friends.  I  truly  look  forward  to  the  day 
when  this  life  ends. 

Until  then  I  will  keep  your  memory  alive 
through  you  all  I  gain  strength  to  sur¬ 
vive. 

So  until  my  time  comes  I  will  continue 
on,  giving  them  hell  till  I  too  am  gone. 

I  feel  your  spirits  all  around,  whites  & 
blacks  just  can’t  comprehend  because 
your  bodies  lay  on  the  ground. 

Only  the 
Strong  Survive 

Only  the  strong  survive  in 
this  world  of  sin.  I  dedi¬ 
cate  this  to  my  nephew 
Clarence.  Now  this  terri¬ 
ble  scribe  begins. 

You  was  just  a  child  the 
last  time  I  seen  you  out 
there,  but  no  matter  how 
long  it  has  been  I  always 
loved  you  &  cared. 

That  will  not  change  now  that  you  are 
gone,  bloods  thicker  than  water  so  I 
guess  you  know  she  already  moved  on. 

I  sure  wish  I  was  out  there  to  school  you 
on  the  game,  she  wouldn’t  have  been 
part  of  your  life  &  a  stable  you  would 
have  gained. 


My  own  spirit  is  strong  &  gets  stronger 
everyday,  because  I  have  faith  in  only  the 
Native  American  traditional  way. 

I  will  always  remember  where  I  come 
from,  which  I  will  not  be  converted  as 
some. 

I’m  on  my  way  it’s  just  a  matter  of  time, 
Ike  will  always  have  much  love  & 
respect  for  the  race  that  is  mine. 

Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


If  a  person  presents  they 
self  proper  they  get 
treated  with  respect,  but 
if  they  get  beside  they 
self  it’s  a  must  they  get 
checked. 

My  reputation  is  notori¬ 
ous  for  that  but  that’s 
the  only  way  I  know 
how  to  be,  all  they  have 
to  do  is  respect  they  self 
&  they  get  the  utmost 
respect  from  me. 
Anyway  I  truly  hate  you 
got  caught  up  in  that  web,  now  in  this 
world  you’re  physically  dead. 

But  life  goes  on  &  your  memory  will 
too.  I  give  you  my  word  &  I  feel  your 
spirit,  nephew. 

Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


Happy  belated  birthday  to  Kellie 
Renee  Tigertail  on  March  30. 

From, 

Willie  Osceola 
Boca  Raton,  Fla. 


Belated  happy  7th  birthday  wish¬ 
es  to  Claireese  Avila. 

From, 

Mom,  Dad,  family  and  friends 


Happy  birthday  to  Dominique 
Osceola  AKA  Otter  Face,  on  May  1 . 1  love 
you  and  I  miss  you. 

Love, 

Mom  (Kim) 


Happy  birthday  to  mom,  Doris 
Osceola,  on  May  17. 1  love  you  Ma, 
you’re  the  best  and  I  am  so  grateful  to 
have  you  as  my  mom.  I  hope  you  enjoy 
your  big  day. 

Love, 

Kim  Osceola 


Zaliyah  Alice  Billie  Spends  Birthday  with 
Friends ,  Family 

Story  and  Photos  By  Lila 
Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

April  6  was  a  beautiful, 
sunny  day  in  South  Florida, 
and  Zaliyah  Alice  Billie  cele¬ 
brated  her  second  birthday 
poolside  at  the  Hollywood 
Gym.  She  got  to  watch  her 
family  members  take  full 
advantage  of  the  beauty  of 
the  day. 

Her  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  are  Diane  Osceola 
and  Wayne  Billie.  Paternal 


grandparents  are 
Monica  Cypress  and 
Lyle  Billie. 

Aja  Billie,  aunt 
and  babysitter,  held 
Zaliyah  as  the  family 
spent  quality  time 
together. 

Everyone  had  a 
great  time  playing  catch 
with  the  water  balls  in 
the  pool,  but  playing 
water  basketball  pre¬ 
sented  some  challenges. 
Food  and  drinks  were 
provided  by  the  family. 


Shaq  Celebrates  Birthday  at  Hard  Rock 


Chris  Jenkins 

Happy  birthday  to  the  Miami  Heat’s  Shaquille  O’Neal.  He  celebrated  his  35th 
birthday  at  the  Hollywood  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  March  24. 
He  was  swarmed  by  press  and  fans  on  the  red  carpet. 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


New  Rule  May  Help  Tribes 
Reclaim  Their  Lost,  Stolen  Artifacts 


By  Kevin  Livelli,  Columbia  News  Service 

It’s  been  nearly  a  dozen  years  since  museums 
and  federal  agencies  had  to  notify  American  Indian 
Tribes  about  artifacts  in  their  collections  that  might 
have  been  stolen  from  or  lost  by  the  Tribes.  But  a  new 
federal  regulation  may  make  it  easier  for  the  Tribes  to 
identify  such  objects. 

It  was  a  hot  and  arid  day  in  Pecos,  N.M., 
when  the  elders  and  leaders  of  the  Jemez  Pueblo  Tribe 
welcomed  an  outsider  into  the  fold:  archaeologist 
William  Whatley. 

Wearing  colorful  headbands,  the  old  men  sat 
on  the  ground  with  Whatley.  Then  they  began  drawing 
images  in  the  dust  —  images  of  bones,  masks  and  pot¬ 
tery  that  had  gone  missing  or  been  looted  from  the 
Tribe.  The  elders  implored  Whatley  to  use  his  scientif¬ 
ic  knowledge  to  find  the  objects  and  help  return  them 
to  the  Tribe.  Not  an  easy  task. 

That  was  nearly  20  years  ago.  Now,  for  other 
Tribes  searching  for  lost  or  stolen  items,  the  process 
may  get  a  lot  easier. 

In  mid-March,  the  Department  of  the 
Interior’s  National  NAGPRA  program,  which  helps 
carry  out  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act,  announced  a  regulation  requiring 
museums,  universities  and  federal  agencies  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  Native  American  art  and  artifacts  to  provide 
new  lists  of  their  inventories  and  to  share  them  with 
all  federally  recognized  Tribes  within  six  months. 

The  rule,  which  takes  effect  today,  marks  the 
first  time  in  a  dozen  years  that  museums  and  federal 
agencies  have  had  to  tell  Tribes  what’s  in  their  collec¬ 
tions.  This  process  may  uncover  many  items  missing 
for  years,  and  it  may  encourage  Tribes  to  start  making 
repatriation  claims  to  get  their  artifacts  back. 

Repatriation  is  a  process  frequently  fraught 
with  tension  between  museums  and  Tribes.  Curators 
and  scholars  have  an  interest  in  preserving  items  for 
their  educational  and  research  value.  For  the  Tribes, 
reclaiming  their  objects  can  have  a  spiritual  and  cul¬ 
tural  significance. 

But  for  some,  it  can  lead  to  big  business.  A 
reclaimed  object  can  establish  a  Tribe’s  right  to  land, 
which  it  might  want  to  develop  —  perhaps  into  a  casi¬ 
no. 

“This  promises  to  have  a  big  impact  for 
many  Tribes,  especially  those  recently  recognized  by 
the  federal  government,”  said  Dr.  Rayna  Green,  a 
Cherokee  and  the  curator  and  director  of  the  American 
Indian  program  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  “And 
it’s  not  just  about  cultural  heritage,”  she  added.  “It’s 
about  money  and  land  and  property.  This  is  America, 
after  all.” 

Yet  even  if  the  new  rule  helps  Tribes  find 
many  sacred  objects,  it  won’t  necessarily  help  them 
overcome  the  many  obstacles  inherent  in  the  repatria¬ 
tion  process. 

“Tribes  and  museums  approach  decisions 
about  sacred  objects  carefully,”  said  Dr.  Timothy 
McKeown,  the  senior  program  coordinator  at  the 
NAGPRA  office  and  the  man  responsible  for  oversee¬ 
ing  the  entire  repatriation  process.  “Repatriation  is  not 
just  something  you  can  do  overnight.” 

To  begin  with,  Tribes  can  struggle  with  issues 
of  confidentiality  when  filing  a  claim.  Many  Tribes, 
especially  the  Pueblo  groups  in  the  Southwest,  have 
strict  customs  and  rules  about  sharing  Tribal  informa¬ 
tion  with  outsiders.  Yet  the  law  requires  a  Tribe  to  rea¬ 
sonably  estabhsh  its  historical  connection  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  object. 


The  Pueblo  Indians  of  San  Ildefonso  made  a 
claim  in  the  mid-1990s  but  backed  away  when  a  dis¬ 
pute  over  the  claim  led  to  litigation  in  federal  court. 
They  didn’t  want  to  have  to  testify  and  reveal  Tribal 
secrets. 

Even  putting  together  the  claim  can  be  a 
challenge.  In  many  instances,  a  Tribe’s  spoken  lan¬ 
guage — like  that  of  the  Jemez  Pueblo — isn’t  written 
down  and  can’t  be  easily  transferred  into  the  legalese 
necessary  to  file  a  claim.  And  hiring  lawyers  costs 
money,  something  many  smaller  Tribes  lack. 

When  claims  are  readied  for  fifing, 

McKeown  says  Tribes  sometimes  argue  among  them¬ 
selves  and  with  neighboring  Tribes  over  who  has  the 
right  to  proceed  with  that  claim,  who  should  act  as 
spokesperson  and  who  will  be  responsible  for  the 
objects  once  they  return. 

One  such  case  currently  under  review  by 
McKeown’s  office  involves  funerary  objects  and 
human  remains  that  were  recently  found  in  Chaco 
Canyon  National  Park  in  New  Mexico. 

Representatives  from  Pueblo,  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribes 
have  all  made  competing  claims  for  the  same  objects. 

The  Tribes’  competing  claims  can  stir  feuds 
that  go  back  hundreds  of  years.  “It  has  to  do  with  very 
old  notions  of  clan  and  kinship  and  philosophical  and 
religious  ideas  about  death  and  the  afterlife,”  Green 
said. 

“The  issue  is  important  because  what  you 
and  I  call  artifacts  are  in  their  worlds  living  Tribal 
members  with  the  same  rights  as  people,”  Whatley 
said. 

Once  objects  are  successfully  returned  to 
Tribes,  one  serious  issue  frequently  remains.  Many  of 
the  items  belonging  to  Tribes  in  the  Iroquois  Six 
Nations  and  the  Hopi  Nation  are  perishable  —  corn- 
husk  masks  or  headdresses  with  feathers.  When  these 
items  come  into  a  museum’s  collection,  they  are  often 
sprayed  with  arsenic  or  another  pesticide  for  preserva¬ 
tion. 

But  upon  return,  the  masks  and  headdresses 
are  often  worn  in  ceremonies,  endangering  the  lives  of 
Tribal  members  and  leaving  the  museum  potentially 
liable  for  any  resulting  injury  or  illness. 

“That’s  something  we  in  the  museum  world 
are  trying  to  remedy,”  Green  said.  “We’re  looking 
now  into  alternative  means  of  preservation,  like  flash- 
freezing  objects.” 

Though  the  path  to  repatriation  may  take 
many  years,  Whatley  says  the  end  result  will  be  worth 
the  trouble  for  Tribes.  Over  nine  years,  he  has  helped 
return  thousands  of  objects  to  the  Pueblo  Jemez  from 
museums  around  the  country. 

Back  in  dusty  Pecos,  thousands  of  Indians 
gathered  in  1999  to  welcome  home  their  inanimate 
“Tribal  members.”  Museum  curators  and  staff  were  on 
hand  too,  watching  from  a  respectful  distance. 

Whatley,  however,  was  by  then  a  special 
guest  of  the  Tribe  and  had  special  access.  He  said  he 
felt  something  that  day  that  transcended  science, 
money,  land  and  all  his  pre-existing  notions  about 
Native  American  culture. 

The  experience,  he  said,  has  stayed  with  him 
and  opened  his  eyes  to  a  new  way  of  looking  at  life. 

“There’s  a  lot  more  to  this  on  the  spiritual 
side  than  many  non- Indians  realize,”  he  said. 

To  view  the  NPS  regulations,  please  go  to 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/MANDATES/43_CFR_ 
10_1 3_%20Final%20Rule%2003-21-07.pdf. 


Conference  Highlights  Native  American 
Archives,  Libraries,  Museums 

Submitted  by  the  Oklahoma  Department  of 
Libraries 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  American  Indian 
librarians,  historians,  Tribal  leaders  and  others  inter¬ 
ested  in  Tribal  cultural  preservation  will  gather  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  and  Conference  Center  in  downtown 
Oklahoma  City,  Oct.  23-25,  for  a  national  conference 
of  Tribal  archives,  libraries  and  museums.  The  2007 
event  builds  on  two  previous  conferences  in  Arizona 
in  2003  and  2005. 

The  Oklahoma  Department  of  Libraries  with 
support  from  the  Oklahoma  Museums  Association, 

Red  Earth,  Inc.,  and  Tribal  representatives  from 
throughout  the  state  will  host  this  year’s  conference, 

“Guardians  of  Language,  Memory  and  Lifeways: 

Tribal  Archives,  Libraries  and  Museums.”  An  envi¬ 
sioning  committee  made  up  of  leaders  from  through¬ 
out  the  nation  is  providing  guidance  on  issues  of  criti¬ 
cal  importance  to  Tribal  cultural  entities. 

The  two-and-a-half  day  conference  will  pro¬ 
vide  concurrent  sessions,  keynote  presentations, 
hands-on  workshops  and  a  variety  of  networking 
opportunities.  A  series  of  daylong  pre-conference 
workshops  are  scheduled  for  Oct.  22. 

For  registration,  exhibitor,  sponsorship  or 
other  information,  please  visit 

www.tribalconference.org  or  call  the  conference  office 
at  (405)  522-3515. 


Red  Earth  Festival  Showcases  Native  Americans 

Event  Features  Native  Artists,  Dancers,  Crafts,  More 


Submitted  by  Eric  Oesch,  Deputy  Director,  Red 
Earth,  Inc. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  When  the  21st 
annual  Red  Earth  Native  American  Cultural  Festival 
opens  at  the  Cox  Convention  Center  on  June  1,  more 
than  1,200  American  Indian  artists  and  dancers  from 
throughout  North  America  will  gather  to  celebrate 
their  rich  heritage  and  diversity  with  the  world.  For 
three  exciting  days,  Oklahoma  City  will  be  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  Native  American  art  and  culture  in  America. 

Through  the  years,  Red  Earth  has  matured 
into  one  of  the  most  respected  visual  and  performing 
arts  events  of  its  type,  setting  the  standard  for  many  of 
today’s  Indian  art  shows  held  throughout  the  nation. 

At  Red  Earth,  guests  can  sample  the  work  of  some  of 
the  nation’s  most  celebrated  artists,  with  opportunities 
to  purchase  contemporary  and  traditional  examples  of 
beadwork,  basketry,  jewelry,  pottery,  sculpture,  paint¬ 
ings,  graphics  and  cultural  attire  during  the  juried  art 
show  and  market. 

The  dance  competition  at  Red  Earth  is  one  of 
the  rare  occasions  when  dancers  from  America’s 


Northern  and  Southern  tribes  can  be  seen  together  in 
one  venue.  Red  Earth  dancers  represent  the  elite  of 
Native  American  dance,  some  of  the  most  gifted  and 
accomplished  in  the  world.  The  masters,  each  in  his  or 
her  distinctive  Tribal  dress,  exhibit  originality  and 
skill  in  one  of  the  most  prestigious  of  all  native  dance 
competitions. 

A  parade  unlike  any  other  will  open  the  festi¬ 
val  on  the  morning  of  June  1 .  The  streets  of  down¬ 
town  Oklahoma  City  will  vibrate  with  Native 
American  spirit  as  representatives  of  more  than  100 
Tribes  march  in  full  regalia. 

The  Red  Earth  Art  Market  opens  at  1 1  a.m. 
on  June  1,  and  the  first  grand  entry  of  dance  competi¬ 
tors  begins  at  noon  inside  the  Cox  Convention  Center 
Arena.  Grand  entries  are  scheduled  at  noon  and  7  p.m. 
June  1  and  June  2,  and  at  noon  on  June  3. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  online  at  www.tick- 
etmaster.com.  For  more  information,  please  contact 
Red  Earth,  Inc.,  at  (405)  427-5228  or  visit 
www.redearth.org. 


NCAI  Youth  Ambassador  Helps  to 
Provide  Shelter  for  the  Homeless 

Community  Home  Opens  on  Nez  Perce  Tribal  Land 


Submitted  by  NCAI 

WASHINGTON  —  As  one  of  two  youth 
ambassadors  for  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians  (NCAI),  Patricia  Carter  is  “providing  for 
her  people  while  serving  as  an  outstanding  role 
model  for  Indian 
youth  across  the 
country,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  NCAI 
President  Joe  A. 

Garcia. 

The  23- 

year-old  Nez  Perce 
Tribal  member  is 
working  on  a 
groundbreaking 
project  for  her 
Tribe  that  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  new  home¬ 
less  shelter  for  the 
Nez  Perce  Tribe. 

Carter  is  a  volun¬ 
teer  and  lead 
organizer  on  the 
Warm  Fires 
Community  Home 
project  in  Lapwai, 

Idaho.  Along  with 
a  handful  of  volun¬ 
teers,  Carter  is  ren¬ 
ovating  a  three- 
bedroom  home  that 
will  serve  as  a 
shelter  and  safe 
haven  for  the 
homeless. 

“The  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  Warm 
Fires  Community 
Home  is  one  way 
we  are  meeting  the 
challenge  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  our  peo¬ 
ple,”  said  Carter. 

“ft  is  important  for 
us  as  Tribes  and 
bands  to  step  up 
and  take  care  of 
our  brothers  and 
sisters  when  they 
cannot  provide  for 
themselves,  regard¬ 
less  of  their  reason  for  need.  Individualistic  thinking 
goes  against  who  we  are  as  indigenous  people.  The 
welfare  of  the  entire  Tribe,  not  the  individual,  is  the 
primary  focus.” 

The  Warm  Fires  Community  Home  Project 
is  still  in  progress  and  there  is  a  need  for  more  vol¬ 
unteers  and  donations.  Carter  says  the  project  is  in 


need  of  furniture  donations,  specifically  twin-size 
beds  or  bunk  beds,  and  also  nonperishable  food 
items  and  adult-size  clothing. 

“This  is  exactly  the  kind  of  youth  leader¬ 
ship  Indian  Country  needs,”  Garcia  said.  “Through 
Patricia’s  work  she 
is  showing  the 
importance  of 
working  together  as 
a  united  Indian 
Country  to  benefit 
native  people.  I 
think  we  could  all 
learn  a  good  lesson 
from  her  initiative. 
Her  work  provides 
for  a  strong  start  to 
NCAI’s  new  Youth 
Ambassador 
Leadership 
Program.” 

Carter  said 
she  hopes  to  have 
the  shelter  up  and 
running  this  month. 

“At  times 
it  appears  that  we 
may  be  straying 
from  our  cultural 
values  and  for  this 
reason,  among 
many  notable  oth¬ 
ers,  it  makes  our 
present  efforts  even 
more  significant; 
that  in  today’s 
modem  society  we 
are  still  here  to 
help,  even  through 
the  hard  times,”  she 
said. 

Carter  is 

currently  serving  a 
two-year  term  as 
NCAI  youth 
ambassador  along 
with  her  male 
counterpart, 

Quintin  Lopez  of 
the  Tohono 
O’odham  Nation. 
For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  NCAI’s  Youth  Ambassador  Leadership 
Program  and  Youth  Commission,  please  visit 
www.ncai.org. 

To  make  a  donation,  or  for  additional 
information  about  Warm  Fires  Community  Home, 
please  contact  Patricia  Carter  at  ambassador- 
carter@gmail.com. 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Patricia  Carter 

NCAI  Youth  Ambassador  Patricia  Carter 
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GET  THE  LOOK  ! 


JR  SEAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 


GO  WHERE  THE  STARS  SHOP  AND 
GET  TREATED  LIKE  A  STAR  f!< 


lift  KITS, LOWERING  KITS 


13"  -  26"  CUSTOM  WHEELS 


AIR  AID  i  SUPERCHIPS 


M-F  9am  -  6pm  f  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  f  SAT  9am  -  2pm 
4721  RAVENSWOOD  RD  t  FT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  33312 


(954)981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981  3401 
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Casino  Esh-te-inay-bee  Cheke  Setenpokvcuko 


Nery  Mejicano 


Members  of  the  Tribal  Council  at  the  official  ribbon-cutting  ceremonies  for  Fresh  Harvest  restaurant  at  the  Coconut  Creek 
Casino. 


‘A  True  Culinary  Adventure’  at 


Tribe  Flips  the  Switch  on 
Neon  Hard  Rock  Marquee 

65  Foot  Las  Vegas-Style  Sign  Is  One  of  the  First  in  State  of Florida 


Fresh  Harvest 
Restaurant  Celebrates 
Grand  Opening 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

COCONUT  CREEK  —  The 
Seminole  Coconut  Creek  Casino  hosted 
members  of  the  Tribal  Council,  general 
public  and  media  for  an  experience  in 
freshness  on  April  10  at  the  grand  opening 
of  the  Fresh  Harvest  restaurant. 

Fresh  Harvest,  the  newest  in  alter¬ 
native  in  dining,  is  a  6,000-square-foot 
restaurant  with  a  290-patron  capacity.  The 
restaurant  combines  dining  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  feature  meals  with  hand-selected 
ingredients  in  a  market-style  atmosphere, 
according  to  Executive  Chef  Francois 
Temes. 

“We  wanted  to  make  it  an  enter¬ 
taining  experience  while  maintaining  fresh¬ 
ness,  abundance  and  consistency  for  the 
palate,”  he  said. 

In  what  Temes  calls  a  “true  culi¬ 
nary  adventure,”  the  restaurant  will  feature 
several  open  marketplace  stations  offering 
fresh  ingredients  including  herbs,  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

Live  action  cooking  stations  will 
feature  grilling  and  sauteeing  with  five 
rotisseries,  a  pizza  oven,  sushi,  salad  and 
sandwich  stations,  a  patisserie  or  dessert 


station,  and  a  circular  flat-top  griddle  for 
cooking  various  cuisine. 

The  restaurant’s  decor  features  a 
multicolored  carpet  with  a  pattern  of  but¬ 
terfly  wings,  and  a  unique  handcrafted  20- 
by-  10-foot  butterfly-shaped  glass  chande¬ 
lier.  The  theme  was  chosen  to  represent 
and  maintain  the  city  of  Coconut  Creek’s 
reputation  as  the  butterfly  capital  of  the 
world. 


Chris  Jenkins 


The  patisserie  inside  Fresh  Harvest 


The  opening  came  days  after  a 
pre-opening  treating  Tribal  citizens  and 
employees  to  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner 
April  3-4. 

Before  the  ceremonies,  Comanche 
flutist  Sonny  Nevaquaya  entertained 
guests.  The  Rev.  Jimmy  Osceola,  a  Tribal 
citizen,  provided  the  invocation.  Seminole 


Coconut  Creek 

Gaming  Chief  Executive  Officer  James  F. 
Allen  emceed  the  event. 

Allen  said  the  expansion  helps  to 
raise  the  Tribe’s  profile  in  the  area. 

“A  lot  of  people  think  about  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  they  think  the  Hard 
Rock,  but  the  Coconut  Creek  facility  has 
been  tremendously  successful  and  we  think 
this  is  the  first  step  in  taking  it  to  the  next 
level,”  he  said. 

Remarks  followed  from  President 
Moses  Osceola,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Hollywood  Tribal  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  and 
Coconut  Creek  Mayor  Lou  Sarbone.  The 
ribbon  cutting  capped  off  the  ceremony, 
with  members  of  the  council,  Sarbone,  and 
Yescas  doing  the  honors.  Lunch  followed. 

Cypress  said  the  Tribe’s  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  casino  will  help  boost  the  econ¬ 
omy  in  the  Coconut  Creek  community. 

“This  is  the  way  we  share  —  by 
creating  employment,”  he  said.  “And  this 
is  a  fine  example.” 

Temes  said  the  main  emphasis  for 
patrons  is  a  merchant  service  concept. 

“The  guest  will  feel  as  if  he  has 
taken  a  trip  back  in  time  when  a  visit  to  the 
local  market  meant  an  affable  conversation 
with  the  village  butcher  or  bake  shop 
owner,”  he  said. 

Fresh  Harvest  is  open  daily  from 
8  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  All  the  invit¬ 
ed  camera  crews  from  local  TV  and  news¬ 
paper  outlets  scrambled  to  get  a  good  van¬ 
tage  point  to  shoot  this  grand  extravagan¬ 
za.  Members  of  the  media  waited  patiently 
along  with  Tribal  citizens  and  employees 
in  anticipation  of  the  magic  moment  of 
illumination. 

When  the  time  finally  came  at 
8:05  p.m.  on  April  12,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison 
S.R.Tommie,  Tribal  elder  Bobby  Henry 
and  Seminole  Hard  Rock  President  Mike 
Bloom  had  the  honor  of  flipping  the 
switch.  The  three  lit  up  the  65-foot,  full 
color,  Las  Vegas-style  marquee  amid 
applause,  fanfare  and  camera  flashes. 

The  double-sided  sign  sits  on 
State  Road  7,  just  south  of  the  Lucky 
Street  parking  garage  at  the  Hollywood 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino. 

The  first  image  shown  on  the  dis¬ 
play  screen  was  the  colorful  official  seal  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  Everyone 
stared  at  the  billboard  as  the  image  then 
changed  to  John  Anderson’s  Seminole 
Wind  music  video,  as  speakers  cranked  out 
the  song  to  the  delight  of  the  assembled 
crowd. 

The  full  color  LED,  video  display 
is  about  17  by  15  feet.  It  uses  full  color 
FC-HX2  technology  and  is  capable  of  dis¬ 
playing  16.8  million  colors.  The  weather- 
resistant  marquee  was  designed  and  built 
by  Tampa’s  Federal  Heath  Sign  Company. 

The  hi-tech  billboard  will  provide 


updated  information  for  news  events, 
emergencies  and  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Casino  &  Hotel  promotions.  In  a  voluntary 
partnership  with  the  Florida  Department  of 
Law  Enforcement,  the  sign  will  broadcast 
AMBER,  or  America’s  Missing:  Broadcast 
Emergency  Response,  alerts. 

Bloom  introduced  guest  speakers 
Don  and  Claudine  Ryce.  The  Ryces  found¬ 
ed  the  Jimmy  Ryce  Center  for  Victims  of 
Predatory  Abduction  after  the  kidnapping 
and  murder  of  their  son  Jimmy  in 
September,  1995.  They  said  they  hoped  the 
AMBER  alert  broadcast  will  help  save  and 
protect  missing  children  in  the  future. 

The  first  AMBER  alert  on  the 
new  marquee  was  for  28-day-old  Bryan 
Dossantos-Gomes,  who  was  abducted  from 
Fort  Myers,  Fla.  on  Dec.  1,  2006. 

Tribal  citizen  Bobby  Henry 
offered  a  blessing  in  Miccosukee. 
Representing  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 
and  the  Tribal  Council  was  S.R.  Tommie. 
She  welcomed  everyone  on  behalf  of  Tribe 
and  called  the  sign  “a  work  of  art”  before 
making  a  few  additional  comments. 

“Our  Tribal  elder  Bobby  Henry 
blessed  this  area,”  she  said.  “He  blessed  it 
for  the  betterment  of  all  people  traveling 
through  this  area  ...  It  is  the  first  in  South 
Florida  of  its  kind  —  period.  So  once 
again  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  has  set 
out  in  the  front  lines  and  made  one  of  its 
acquisitions  for  the  betterment  of  all  the 
citizens  of  Florida.” 


it  U< 


Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 

SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ld  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  till  Seminole 
triha!  members  nod  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

-p-  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

*  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  rii  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  get  huge 
savings  and  all  Financing  incentives  Tor  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  m  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


Y  PONTIAC 


BLIICK  C3MI 


THE  NEW  2007  MOPEIS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1,000  VEHICLES  IN  STOCK!  | 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise  g 

On  Sunrise  BM.  ]us1  eosl  of  Sewgmss  Expwy,  K? 

PLEASE  CAU  TOLL-FREE  * 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om-9prn, 

Sol  9om-fipm,  Sun  1 2-6pm 

SERVICE  HOURS:  For  value 

Mon-Fri  7om-6pmr  Sol  7om-3pm  and  service  It's 

Ed  Morse,  of  course! 
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Susan  Etxebarri; 

George  Billie  and  Mitchell  Cypress  wait  with  the  women  for  the  egg  hunt. 


i  Etxebarri: 


Edna  McDuffie  looks  for  eggs  with  other  seniors. 


CelebratiiiQ  Eo/ter 

Seniors  Celebrate  Easter  Holiday 


Louise  Osceola  waits  for  egg  hunt  to  begin. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  seniors  at  Big 
Cypress  enjoyed  a  daylong  Easter  party  hosted  by  the 
Big  Cypress  Elderly  Program  with  the  assistance  of 
the  BC  Recreation  Department  starting  off  the  day  on 
the  ball  field  with  an  egg  hunt. 

Hundreds  of  plastic  eggs  were  hiding  in  the 
grass,  some  containing  $1,  $5  and  $10  bills,  and  the 
egg  hunters  swooped  them  up  as  fast  as  they  could. 
After  the  hunt,  the  seniors  went  back  to  the  Senior 
Center  where  they  sat  down  and  opened  their  eggs, 
looking  to  see  if  they  were  the  lucky  money  winners. 
The  sounds  of  laughter  rippled  across  the  room  as 
winners  piled  up  the  money  they  found  in  their  eggs. 

Minnie  Doctor 
received  a  prize  for  find¬ 
ing  the  most  eggs  in  the 
women’s  division,  and 
Pilot  Billie  won  in  the 
men’s  division. 

Tribal  President 
Moses  Osceola  and 
Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  attended  and 
wished  everyone  a  Happy 
Easter.  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  spoke  in 
Miccosukee  to  all  of  his 
Tribal  citizens  and  the 
many  guests  from  other 
reservations,  and  with  his 
usual  sense  of  humor, 
made  them  all  giggle. 


Pastor  Salaw  Hummingbird  of  the  Big  Cypress  First 
Baptist  Church  talked  about  the  real  meaning  of 
Easter. 

Most  of  the  seniors  played  bingo  before  and 
after  a  wonderful  lunch  while  Jonah  Cypress  played 
the  guitar  and  sang.  Dining  the  day  of  socializing 
and  bingo  there  were  raffles.  Easter  gifts  for  raffle 
winners  included  cookie  jars,  Easter  baskets  stuffed 
with  goodies  and  big  fluffy  stuffed  animals. 

There  was  an  Easter  bonnet  contest  as  well. 
Results  were  as  follows:  1.  Esther  Buster,  2.  Rudy 
Osceola,  3.  Violet  Jim,  4.  Jeannie  Bowers,  5.  Patsy 
Billie,  6.  Henry  Jumper  Jr.,  7.  Nancy  Motlow. 


All  lined  up  for  the  Easter  egg  hunt. 


Nancy  Motlow  hunts  for  eggs  and  tosses  them  in  the  bag 


Nancy  Motlow  likes  bingo. 


Happy  Jones  finds  money  in  the  Easter  eggs. 
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Etxebarria 


Around  The  Re/ervolion 

Preschoolers  Enjoy  Easter  Carnival 


y  the  Clown  gives  Leighton  Jim  a  fresh  face. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  After  an  exciting 
Easter  egg  hunt  indoors  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Preschool,  youngsters  enjoyed  a  mini-carnival  on 
the  Culture  Grounds  behind  the  Family 
Investment  Center  on  April  5. 

The  children  took  turns  riding  around 
the  grounds  in  the  large  toy  train  with  their  par¬ 
ents  and  the  preschool  staff. 

The  huge  water  slide  was  a  big  hit  on 
the  warm  day.  So  were  the  bounce  house  and  the 
other  large  rubberized  playground  equipment. 

The  preschoolers  were  able  to  roll  and  jump  to 
their  heart’s  content  without  getting  hurt. 

Sassy  the  Clown  from  Pembroke  Pines, 
Fla.  painted  the  children’s  faces,  and  it  was  amaz¬ 
ing  how  still  the  little  ones  could  sit. 

The  Big  Cypress  Council’s  Roasted 
Com  Wagon  was  set  up  and  Nery  Mejicano  roast¬ 
ed  the  com  for  the  children’s  outdoor  picnic 
lunch  and  the  enjoyment  of  staffers  who  were 
invited  to  come  by  and  visit.  Many  parents 
attended  the  party  and  just  enjoyed  sitting  under 
the  chickee,  chatting  with  one  another  as  the  kids 
played. 


Lazzlow  and  dad  Andy  Perez 


The  train  takes  off  with  preschoolers  and  parents,  next  stop,  1 


Susan  Etxebarria 

g  Cypress  Culture  Grounds. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Lauren  Doctor  and  Analyse  Stockton  get  ready  for  a  wet  and  slippery  ride  down  the  slide. 


Community  Easter  Celebration  in  BC 


By  Nery  Mejicano 

BIG  CYPRESS  — 

Easter  in  Big  Cypress  is  celebrat¬ 
ed  every  year  with  a  community 
luncheon,  music  and  fellowship. 
On  April  6,  the  Big  Cypress  com¬ 
munity,  along  with  employees 
and  other  friends  of  the  Tribe,  got 
together  to  celebrate  this  most 
holy  of  occasions. 

The  BC  Gymnasium 
was  nicely  decorated  with  color¬ 
ful  flowers,  bright  and  cheerful 
rabbits,  eggs,  and  a  giant  rabbit 
who  entertained  the  seniors  and 
children  alike  by  passing  small 
gifts.  Paul  Buster  and  his 
Cowbone  Band  provided  the 
background  musical  entertain¬ 
ment  as  well  as  spiritual  inspira¬ 
tion  for  this  annual  event. 

The  parking  lot  of  the 


gym  was  filled  to  capacity, 
spilling  the  extra  vehicles  to  the 
shoulders  of  Snake  Road  and 
next  to  Ahfachkee  School.  The 
smell  of  delicious  food  wafted 
across  the  wide  expanse  of  the 
swamps,  attracting  the  hungry  to 
the  gym. 

Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  welcomed  the 
community  and  introduced 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress. 
Cypress  welcomed  the  crowd, 
then  passed  the  microphone  to 
Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Paul  Bowers,  who 
commented  on  the  meaning  of 
the  occasion.  Following  a  prayer 
and  historical  perspective  of 
Easter  by  Kino  King,  hnes 
formed  to  share  the  wonderful 
Easter  meal. 


David  Cypress  and  Peter  Cottontail 


A 


David  and  Mary  Francis  Cypress 


Patsy  Billie 


Louise  Billie  cats  with  the  bunny. 
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By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Residents,  both 
young  and  old,  of  the  Immokalee  Community 
gathered  on  the  ball  field  on  April  6  for  what 
promised  to  be  a  fun- filled  day  in  celebration  of 
Easter. 

A  day  full  of  games  and  activities  was 
planned,  beginning  with 
the  traditional  Easter  egg 
hunt.  Participants  ranged 
from  toddlers  to  senior 
citizens,  and  were  divided 
into  several  age  groups. 

Separate  territories  were 
marked  off  for  the  eager 
scavengers  as  eggs  were 
strewn  across  the  grass 
and  hidden  in  every  nook 
and  cranny  imaginable. 

Anticipation 
filled  the  crowd  as  each 
group  took  their  place  at 
the  starting  line.  With  bas¬ 
kets  and  bags  in  hand, 
they  burst  out  across  the 
playing  field  collecting 
their  bounty.  Prizes  were 
awarded  to  the  individuals 
who  acquired  the  most 
eggs  in  each  category. 

For  the  littlest 
children  this  was  an  awe¬ 
some  occasion  and  their 
squeals  of  joy  and  expec¬ 
tation  were  contagious. 

Smiles  and  laughter 
spread  across  the  faces  of 
the  crowd  in  waves 
throughout  the  entire  day. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  contestants  in 
the  games  that  followed  the  hunt.  The  ever  pop¬ 
ular  egg  toss  and  spoon  walk  took  their  messy 
toll  on  the  participants  as  they  were  quickly 
eliminated.  Attempting  to  catch  or  balance  the 
raw  eggs,  they  had  to  work  hard  to  avoid  the 


inevitable  near  miss  or  overzealous  throw  of 
their  partners.  Fortunately,  water  hoses  were 
available  to  wash  off  the  evidence. 

As  the  day  heated  up,  the  revelers  made 
frequent  visits  to  the  two  water  slides  to  cool  off 
and  clean  up  before  the  next  event.  The  sack 
race  brought  screams,  shouts  of  encouragement 
and  laughter  as  the  spec¬ 
tators  enthusiastically 
reacted  to  each  race. 

Several  young¬ 
sters  entered  the  horse¬ 
shoe  competition,  which 
really  brought  out  the 
competitive  spirit  in  the 
teenagers  and  adults. 
Participants  and  specta¬ 
tors  seriously  contemplat¬ 
ed  each  throw,  and  the  air 
filled  with  the  ringing  of 
shoes  on  steel  and  excla¬ 
mations  from  the  side 
lines. 

Following  a  deli¬ 
cious  buffet  served  under 
the  big  chickee,  raffle 
tickets  were  distributed 
and  the  long-anticipated 
drawing  began.  As  the 
numbers  were  called,  the 
winners  stepped  forward 
and  each  drew  a  plastic 
egg  out  of  the  giant  bas¬ 
ket.  Each  egg  contained  a 
monetary  prize,  gift  cer¬ 
tificate  or  opportunity  to 
receive  one  of  the  large 
door  prizes. 

“I  have  just  recently  joined  the 
Immokalee  staff  and  today’s  event  has  given  me 
an  opportunity  to  meet  and  interact  with  the 
members  of  your  community,”  said  Recreation 
Director  Stan  Frischman.  “We  have  had  a  won¬ 
derful  turnout  and  your  overwhelming  enthusi¬ 
asm  has  made  me  feel  very  welcome.” 


Youngsters  enjoy  a  refreshing  moment 
on  the  waterslide. 


Tribal  Staff  Celebrates  Easter 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Brighton  Council 
Office  and  Maintenance  and  Human  Resources 
departments  hosted  an  Easter  celebration  and 


April  birthday  luncheon  for  the  Brighton  staff  on 
April  5  at  the  Brighton  Field  Office. 

The  kitchen  was  festively  decorated 
with  a  rainbow  of  Easter  pastel  baskets  and  bal¬ 
loons.  A  delicious  ham  luncheon  with  all  the 
sides  was  served  as  different  departments 
enjoyed  each  other’s  company. 

The  crowd  was  surprised  by  a  visit  from 
Peter  Cottontail.  Each  staff  member  was  given  a 
basket  full  of  eggs,  some  of  them  filled  with  spe¬ 
cial  prizes.  Three  beautifully  decorated  Easter 
birthday  cakes  were  served  for  dessert. 


d 


Young  Rucks  of  Accounts  Payable 


Emma  Brown 

Tony  Bullington  and  Becky  Bowers  of  the  educa¬ 
tion  staff 


Emma  Brown 

Lucy  Bowers  and  Easter  bunny 


Emma  Brown 

Michele  Thomas  with  Easter  bunny 


Emma  Brown 

Firefighters  and  EMT  staff 


Emma  Brown 

(L-R)  Marilyn  Doney,  Joni  Johnson  and  Dana  Osceola 


Get  ready,  get  set  and  go  in  the  Easter  egg  hunt  in  Immokalee. 


Community  Holds  Easter  ‘Eggstravaganza’ 


Continued  from  page  1 


soaking  in  the  surroundings  of  nature’s  tranquili¬ 
ty.  There’s  a  freshly  painted  log  cabin  surround¬ 
ed  by  a  beautiful,  meticulously  manicured  tropi¬ 
cal  landscape,  and  there  was  fresh  sod  for  the 
kids  to  run  crazy  on  while  they  hunted  for  Easter 
eggs.  Young  Jason  Hayling  won  first  prize  for 
the  most  Easter  eggs  collected. 

Hope  Sneed,  Fort  Pierce  community 
involvement  coordinator,  shared  some  of  the 
hosting  and  general  welcoming  duties  with  Fort 
Pierce  Liaison  Sally  R.  Tommie  and  Sharon 
Thomas  of  the  Family  Services  Department. 
They  took  turns  introducing  different  segments 
of  the  day’s  agendas  and  directing  some  of  the 
fun-filled  activities. 

Tommie,  reading  from  one  of  the  pam¬ 
phlets  that  were  displayed  on  one  of  the  booths, 


Motocross  star  Josh  Sneed  helped  out. 


After  the  buffet-style  meal,  Tommie 

announced  that  it  was  time  to  have  some  fun  by 
uiiicis  mai  were  uisuiaycu  on  one  or  me  uooms,  ,  ■  r-  ,  ,  r  ,,  .  T 

said,  ‘Let’s  put  our  minds  together  and  seek  what  ^afrLorene  G°Pber,  Jennifer 

,  ■  i  ,  .,  ,  .  ,  (  hanwiek  lane  Rraswell  Martha  tones  an 

kind  of  life  we  can  build  for  our  children.  That 


was  a  quote  from  Sitting  Bull,  and  this  facility 
today  and  this  event  today,  Spring  Fling,  is 
designed  just  for  that.  Though  it  states  for  our 
youth  and  our  children  of  tomorrow,  it’s  also  to 
educate  our  Tribal  members  as  to  some  of  the 
Tribal  programs  that  are  available.” 


Felix  DoBosz 

Culture  Department  seniors  show  kids  how  to  make  fry- 
bread  while  S.R.  Tommie  helps  out. 


Chadwick,  Jade  Braswell,  Martha  Jones  and 
Jennie  Osceola  Billie  from  the  Culture 
Department  demonstrated  and  taught  the  young¬ 
sters  how  to  make  frybread.  They  molded  the 
flour  to  make  the  dough  then  dropped  it  into  a 
pan  of  boiling  oil  and  fried  it  to  a  golden  yellow 
color  for  a  delicious  crispy  treat.  They  made  the 
frybread  the  traditional  way  — 
over  a  burning  campfire. 

Future  motocross  star 
Josh  Sneed  of  Fort  Pierce  stopped 
by  to  say  hello  and  let  everyone 
know  how  well  he’s  doing,  espe¬ 
cially  in  his  sport.  He  said  he  qual¬ 
ified  for  the  prestigious  Loretta 
Lynn  Amateur  National  Motocross 
Championships,  held  in  August  at 
the  country  singing  legend’s  ranch 
in  Tennessee. 

Sneed  also  found  time  to 
make  some  frybread  and  super¬ 
vised  some  of  the  children  while 
helping  his  sister  Hope  and  the  rest 
of  the  family  celebrate  the  Easter 
holiday. 

Little  kids  enjoyed  eating 
their  fried  creations  and  learned  a 
little  more  about  their  unique  cul¬ 
ture.  Everyone  agreed  it  was  a  fun- 
filled  afternoon. 
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Seniors,  Community  Celebrate  Easter  Holiday 


First  place  winner  Jenny  Snow 


Jonah  Cypress  entertains. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Billy  Micco’s  yellow  egg,  chick  and  bunny  bonnet  took  second  place. 


Virginia  Tommie  made  third  place  for  her  “eggcellent”  creation. 

]i]  - 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Happy  Jones’  happy  cap  made  fifth  place. 


Rudy  Osceola’s  crazy  Western  hat. 


By  Susan  Etxeberria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Brighton  seniors 
started  off  their  annual  Easter  party  on  April  4  at 
Hot  Meals  with  the  annual  bonnet  contest. 

Hats  were  brimming  with  amusing  or  gar- 
den-like  decorations.  Some  were  so  heavy  they 
could  hardly  stay  in  place  as  the  contestants  mod¬ 
eled  for  the  judges  who  are  residents  of  the  nearby 
Brighton  Campground.  They  were  Sharon 
Stroyeck,  Ruth  Mains  and  Clara  Sweet. 

The  winners  in  the  men’s  division  were 
Wonder  Johns,  receiving  top  honors,  and  Billy 
Micco,  taking  second.  In  the  women’s  division,  the 
winners  were  Jenny  Snow  in  first  place,  Alice 
Snow  in  second,  Virginia  Tommie  in  third,  Mary 
Johns  in  fourth  and  Happy  Jones  in  fifth. 

Then  the  elders  had  their  egg  hunt  on  the 


Mary  Johns  won  fourth  place  for  her  rainbow  tiered  egg  and  flower  combo. 


Alice  Snow  shows  off  her  second-place  Easter  bonnet. 


Mitchell  Cypress  speaks  to  seniors. 


grounds  of  their  putt-putt  golf  course  where  they 
quickly  picked  up  colored  plastic  eggs  in  hopes  of 
finding  winning  numbers  inside.  It  was  amazing 
how  cleanly  and  quickly  all  the  eggs  were  scooped 
up. 

The  party  continued  with  a  special  lunch, 
raffles  and  the  awarding  of  prizes  to  the  winners  of 
the  egg  hunt.  At  Brighton,  a  freshly  boiled  real  egg 
for  the  egg  finder  to  take  home  replaced  every 
plastic  egg  found. 

Later  that  week  on  April  6,  the  Brighton 
Community  Easter  Party  at  the  Fred  Smith  Rodeo 
Grounds  included  another  egg  hunt  -  this  one  for 
children  of  various  age  levels.  The  hunt  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  outdoor  lunch.  Then  the  adults  arrived 
to  begin  their  hunt.  The  Brighton  Recreation 
Department  organized  the  activities. 
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SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO  HAS 

MORE,  MORE,  MORE 


CHRYSLER  300  GIVEAWAY 


SATURDAYp  APRIL  28  Si 

GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING:  4PM 

Pick  up  yaw  baJlol  art  tire  Players  Club. 


WIN  A  2007  JAGUAR  S-TYPE 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  29 

GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING:  BPM 

Additional  Cash  Drawings: 
1PM,  2PM,  3PM,  4PM  &  6PM 

Swipe  your  Players  Club  card  all  month  Jong. 
Thu  MOPE  you  play,  Ibo  MORE  e-ntriss  you  aaml 


SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK'S 


LUCKY 


GIVEAWAY 


Swipe  your  Player?  Club  Card  every  day  to  win: 

■  Guaranteed  Cash  Prices  or  S§00  -  $2flr0flD 

*  Free  Machine  Play 

*  Free  Players  Club  Points 

*  Seminole  Hard  Rock  logo  merchandise 

*  Over  6,000  winners  ail  month 


-jtNVlNo<#. 


tBMMmh 


HOLLYWOOD,  FL 


t  St-rirrafr  Way  I  f*a^^3cri,  FL. -33314 
ecttt 
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Shelley  Marmor 

Back  row  (L-R):  Gregory  Carter,  Tony  Bullington,  Pierson  Hunsinger,  Cody  Billie,  Jacoby  Johns,  Emma  Brown.  Front  row  (L- 
R):  Mary  Tigertail,  Eriinda  Iley,  Meaghan  Osceola,  Louise  Gopher,  Amber  Craig,  Arianna  Billie,  Summer  Billie,  Dena  Billie. 


Students  Take  Tour  of  FSU  Campus 

Meet  Coach  Bowden,  President  Wetherell,  More 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Most  prospective  students  who  tour  take  a 
tour  of  Florida  State  University  (FSU)  don’t  get  to  make  a  stop  in  Head 
Football  Coach  Bobby  Bowden’s  office  for  autographs  and  photos. 
However,  the  eight  Seminole  students  on  this  VIP  tour  did. 

The  first  stop  on  Day  One  of  a  two-day  campus  tour  brought 
high  schoolers  Cody  Billie,  Summer  Billie,  Gregory  Carter,  Amber  Craig, 
Ariana  Cypress,  Pierson  Hunsinger,  Jacoby  Johns  and  Meghan  Osceola  to 


Students  join  FSU  President  T.K.  Wetherell  ii 
campus. 


front  of  the  Westcott  Building  on 


Carla  Gopher. 

When  Wetherell  arrived,  he  encouraged  all  the 
high  school  students  to  attend  FSU,  joking,  “not  the 
University  of  Miami,  and  certainly  not  UF.”  He  also  dis¬ 
cussed  the  80  percent  Seminole  Scholarship  that  FSU 
offers  to  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  who  attend  the  universi¬ 
ty  and  a  new  class  that  teaches  Seminole  history. 

The  History  of  the  Seminoles  and  Southeastern 
Tribes  Pre-Contact  to  Present  class  is  offered  through  the  his¬ 
tory  department.  Wetherall  said  that  having  a  Tribal  citizen  in 
the  class  will  help  the  other  students  better  understand  the 
pride  that  goes  into  calling  themselves  FSU  Seminoles. 

“The  ‘Unconquered’  spirit  is  something  we  live  365 
days  a  year,”  he  said.  “It’s  not  just  a  mascot.” 

Associate  Vice  President  for  Student 
Affairs  Liz  Maryanksi  and  Associate  Director 
of  Admissions  Hege  Ferguson  also  spoke  to  the 
group.  Tribal  citizen  and  high  school  senior 
Summer  Billie  was  especially  interested  in 
speaking  to  Ferguson  because  Billie  already 
sent  her  admission  application  to  FSU. 

Student  Ambassador  Jovenia 
Alexander  and  Associate  Director  of  C.A.R.E. 

Will  Hudson  were  the  last  speakers  on  the  first 
day  of  the  tour.  The  student  ambassadors  lead 
most  of  the  campus  tours  for  prospective  stu¬ 
dents  and  are  all  FSU  students  themselves. 

The  Center  for  Academic  Retention 
and  Enhancement,  or  C.A.R.E.,  is  an  FSU  pro¬ 
gram  that  offers  “support  programming  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  among  the  first  in  their  family  to 
attend  college,  and  for 
those  who  otherwise 
may  face  unique  chal¬ 
lenges  in  college 
because  of  economic, 
cultural  or  educational 
circumstances,”  accord- 

Shelley  Marmor  jng  tQ  thdr  website) 

www.care.fsu.edu. 

Day  Two  of 
the  tour  began  bright 


Students  and  chaperones  gather  at  FSU’s  statue  of  £ 


Shelley  Mari 

a  unconquered  Seminole. 


Amber  Craig  (L)  and  Arianna  Billie  show  off 
dollar  bills  autographed  by  Coach  Bowden. 


the  coach’s  office  in  the  Doak  S. 
Campbell  Stadium.  While  there, 
Bowden,  the  winningest  college 
football  coach  in  NCAA  Division 
I-A  history,  met  with  the  group  — 
and  even  offered  advice  to  a  pos¬ 
sible  future  player. 

Hunsinger,  16,  currently 
plays  defensive  tackle  for 
Okeechobee  High  School  and  said 
he  is  considering  attending  FSU 
after  graduation.  He  said  he  hopes 
to  play  football  for  the  Seminoles 
and  gave  the  coach  a  heads-up 
about  his  plans.  Bowden  advised 
him  to  “keep  your  grades  up”  and 
autographed  Hunsinger ’s  T-shirt. 
He  also  signed  photos  and  dollar 
bills  for  everyone  in  the  group 
who  wanted  autographs. 

Following  their  meeting 
with  the  coach,  the  group  made  a 
stop  in  the  Seminole  Sports  Shop 
for  some  FSU  souvenirs.  Lunch  in 
the  Suwannee  Room,  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  on-campus  dining  establish¬ 
ments,  followed. 

Brighton  Tribal  citizen 
and  FSU  student  Kyle  Doney  met 
up  with  the  group.  Doney,  a  politi¬ 
cal  science  major,  was  just  weeks 
away  from  graduation  when  he 
joined  the  tour  group  on  April  9. 
He  said  that  after  graduation  he 
plans  to  move  to  Hollywood  and 
enroll  in  the  Tribal  Career 
Development  Program,  a  manage¬ 
ment  training  program  offered 
through  the  Tribe. 

The  tour  then  continued 
on  to  the  office  of  President  T.K. 
Wetherell  in  the  Wescott  Building. 
While  waiting  for  the  president  to 
speak,  the  group  browsed  through 
his  waiting  room  and  got  a  chance 
to  look  at  some  of  his  Tribal-relat¬ 
ed  memorabilia  —  including  a 
plaque  in  recognition  of  the  first 
Seminole  Tribal  FSU  graduate, 


Coach  Bobby  Bowden  surrounded  by  young  fans 


and  early  at  9  a.m.  on  April  10.  The  group  boarded  two  buses,  with  stu¬ 
dent  ambassadors  as  their  guides,  and  embarked  on  a  30-minute  driving 
tour  of  the  campus.  While  on  the  bus,  the  group  got  to  see  the  buildings 
that  house  various  university  programs,  including  film,  social  services, 
science,  math  and  business. 

The  last  stop  on  the  bus  tour 
took  the  group  to  Landis  Hall,  an  on- 
campus  student  housing  facility. 
Following  their  stop  in  Landis  Hall, 
the  group  made  their  way  to  the  T.K. 
Wetherell  Building  to  view  the  bronze 
Seminole  Family  sculpture  that  stands 
in  front  of  the  building.  The  sculpture 
was  created  by  the  Bronze  by  Cooley 
sculpture  team,  which  has  designed 
many  of  the  bronze  sculptures  seen  in 
various  Tribal  buildings. 

The  group  then  got  to  meet 
and  greet  with  two  other  well-known 
FSU  coaches,  Baseball  Head  Coach 
Mike  Martin  and  Women’s  Basketball 
Head  Coach  Sue  Semrau.  Both  took 
time  out  of  their  schedules  —  Martin 
even  had  a  game  later  that  evening  — 
to  answer  any  questions  the  group 
had. 

The  tour  concluded  at  the 
Seminole  Reservation,  a  73-acre  out¬ 
door  recreation  area  that  surrounds 
Lake  Bradford.  FSU  Campus 
Recreation  operates  the  Seminole 
Reservation,  which  both  students  and 
community  members  can  utilize  for 
fishing,  boating  and  more.  Director 
Patty  Malamey  showed  the  students 
some  of  the  Seminole  Reservation’s 
unique  features,  including  a  chickee 
built  by  Tribal  citizen  Bobby  Clay  in 
1995. 

Accompanying  the  students 
as  chaperones  were  family  members 
Marge  Osceola,  Dena  Billie  and  Mary 
Tigertail,  along  with  Education 
Director  Louise  Gopher,  Higher 
Education  Adviser  Erlina  Iley, 
Brighton  Education  Adviser  Emma 
Brown  and  Brighton  Education 
Specialist  Tony  Bullington. 


Bronze  by  Cooley’s  Seminole  Family 


Students  take  a  break  at  the  Seminole  chickee  on  FSU’s  campus. 
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Susan  Extebarria 

Justin  Aldridge  shows  his  steer  in  the  ring. 


Susan  Extebarria 

Gearing  up  for  the  steer  weigh-in 


Susan  Extebarria 

Kailin  Brown  with  her  Grand  Champion  steer,  Lucky 


Judge  Conlin  coaches  Jewel  Buck  regarding  showing  her  steer  with  4-H 
member  Seth  Randolph  in  background. 


Cassandra  Jimmie  of  Immokalee  won 
the  Senior  Showmanship  award  for  swine;  her 
swine  weighed  234  pounds.  Breanna  Billie  of 
Brighton  won  Junior  Showmanship;  her  hog 
weighed  280  pounds.  Her  parents  are  Emerson 
and  Jeannie  Billie. 

Thisa  year  Hollywood  Reservation  had 
three  new  4-H  competitors.  They  were  Kenneth 
Deschenee  with  a  swine  weighing  269  pounds, 
Ravenna  Osceola  with  a  steer  weighing  909 
pounds  and  Brantley  Osceola  with  a  swine 
weighing  287  pounds. 

Hollywood  4-H  members  had  a  special 
challenge.  They  wanted  to  participate  but  had  no 
land  on  which  to  raise  farm  animals.  Seminole 
Tribe  Extension  Agent  Michael  Bond  helped 
solve  the  problem  with  the  assistance  of  Fred 
Segal,  president  of  the  Broward  County  Farm 
Bureau,  who  works  with  the  4-H  Foundation  of 
Broward  County. 

Siegel  found  an  orange  farmer,  Bob 
Roth,  owner  of  New  River  Groves,  who  was  will¬ 
ing  to  set  aside  some  land  for  the  Hollywood 
youth  to  use  for  raising  their  animals.  Also,  Tribal 
citizen  Brandy  Clay  of  Hollywood  volunteered  as 
their  club  leader  —  a  big  job  because  she  had  to 
teach,  guide  and  hold  clinics  and  monthly  meetings. 

Edward  Aguilar  of  Immokalee  catered  the 
buyers’  dinner  on  March  30.  However,  dinners  were 
also  available  to  buy  throughout  the  three  days  at  the 
vendors’  tent  operated  by  Mary  Jo  Micco. 

Bond  was  the  show’s  announcer.  He  also 
assisted  in  the  weigh-in  of  the  swine  including  use  of 
a  sonogram  from  the  University  of  Florida  that  will 
provide  carcass  data  about  the  swine.  It  analyzes  fat 
content  and  gives  results  that  will  provide  informa¬ 
tion  on  better  methods  of  raising  4-H  swine  in  the 
future. 

One  4-H  member  did  not  get  to  show  his 
steer,  but  still  shines  as  an  example  of  4-H  leader¬ 
ship.  Randel  Osceola  of  Brighton,  this  year’s  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Brighton  Steer  Club,  attended  4-H 
Officers’  Training  and  conducted  the  meetings  with  a 
firm  hand,  said  4-H  Coordinator  Hayes.  Someone 
carelessly  or  deliberately  opened  his  gates  and  let  his 
steer  out.  It  got  loose  and  was  never  found. 

“Despite  the  disappointment,  it  didn’t  keep 
Randel  from  fulfilling  his  responsibilities  as  the  pres¬ 
ident,”  Hayes  said. 

He  participated  in  the  Livestock  Show  and 
Sale,  too,  she  added. 

“He  helped  out  during  the  weigh-ins  and  he 
helped  other  kids  wash  their  steers,”  Hayes  said.  “I 
was  so  proud  of  him  coming  out  and  offering  to  help. 
That  is  what  4-H  responsibility  is  all  about.” 


Kailin  Brown  grooms  her  Grand  Champion. 


Susan  Extebarria 

Christian  Alexander  of  Big  Cypress  watching  over  his 
hog. 


of  Big  Cypress  whose  278-pound  hog  named 
Lunchmeat  wowed  the  crowd,  selling  for  $7  a 
pound.  Jessica,  13,  has  been  a  4-H  member  for 
four  years  and  won  Grand  Champion  steer  in 
2004.  She  said  other  activities  like  softball  take 
up  too  much  of  her  time,  so  she  decided  to  raise 
a  hog  this  year. 

Jessica  is  the  daughter  of  Sheila  Aguilar, 
who  was  there  for  the  three  days  helping  out  at 
the  Pee  Wee  tent.  Jessica  got  her  hog  from 
Georgia. 

“I  exercised  him  a  lot  but  I  didn’t  over¬ 
feed  him  because  I  didn’t  want  Lunchmeat  to  get 
too  heavy,”  said  Jessica,  an  honor  roll  student  at 
Ahfachkee  Elementary.  “Market  buyers  are  look¬ 
ing  for  the  meat  and  not  too  much  fat.” 

The  Reserve  Grand  Champion  award  in 
the  swine  project  went  to  Rosa  Urbina  of 
Brighton,  whose  hog  had  one  of  the  highest 
weights,  301  pounds.  Rosa  has  been  a  4-H  mem¬ 
ber  for  six  years  and  her  parents  are  Jessie  and 
Emma  Urbina.  She  has  won  awards  in  the  past 
for  her  steer  projects  but  she  said  this  year  she 
decided  to  show  a  swine. 

“I  don’t  want  to  get  rid  of  it  now.  I  got 
attached  to  it,”  she  confided. 


Skyler  Burke,  Reserve  Grand  Champion 


4— TT  for  their 

final  per- 
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- in  the  ring 

after  eight  months  of  hard  work. 

The  4-H  staff,  employees  from  Cattle  &  Land 
Operations  and  many  other  volunteers  helped  with 
various  aspects  of  the  show. 

“I  especially  want  to  recognize  parents  who 
come  out  and  help  every  year,”  said  Hayes.  “These  are 
the  unpaid  volunteers  behind  the  scenes.  If  I  leave 
anyone  out  I  am  sorry,  but  I  want  to  especially  thank 
those  who  help  year  after  year.  They  are  Cecilia  and 
Frank  Thomas,  Adam  Turtle,  Emma  Urbina,  Mary 
Jene  Koenes  and  Council  Representative  Andrew 
Bowers.” 

The  Show  and  Sale  took  place  at  the  expan¬ 
sive  grounds  of  the  Brighton  4-H  Bam  Pavilion  with 
its  horse,  hog  and  cattle  bams.  The  parents  and  kids 
arrived  with  their  loaded  livestock  trailers  on  March 
28  for  the  cmcial  weigh-ins.  This  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  day  of  qualifying,  “show  and  tell”  time  for  the 
youth. 

But  first,  every  4-H  member  had  to  submit 
his  or  her  up-to-date  record  book.  Keeping  a  record 
book  is  an  important  learning  tool  in  4-H  since  the 
economics  of  raising  cattle  for  the  marketplace  are 
learned  by  doing  expense  sheets,  profit  and  loss  state¬ 
ments,  medical  histories  and  other  worksheets. 

Every  year  there  are  always  a  few  whose  ani¬ 
mals  do  not  meet  the  required  weight  of  900  pounds 
for  a  steer  and  180  pounds  for  a  hog.  Cattleman  Don 
Robertson,  director  of  Natural  Resources  for  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.,  said  a  “finished”  steer 
is  ideal. 


Weigh-in  of  hogs,  a  crucial  moment  for  the  kids 


Susan  Extebarria 

Jobe  Johns  of  Brighton  leads  his  1,175-pound  steer. 


Deliah  Carillo  of  Immokalee  with  her  hog 


“It  is  a  steer  that  has  been  fed  properly,  has  a 
lot  of  fat,  and  when  slaughtered  the  carcass  would  be 
graded  by  the  USDA  as  U.S.  Prime,  U.S.  High  Select 
or  U.S.  High  Choice,”  Robertson  said.  “  . . .  That 
depends  on  how  the  4-H  youth  feeds  his  steer.  Those 
that  stick  to  a  regular  schedule  and  feeding  routine  at 
the  same  time  every  day  will  see  an  increase  on  their 
steer’s  weight.” 

After  meeting  the  weight  requirements,  the 
next  test  in  the  steer  project  was  to  exhibit  their  ability 
to  control  their  steer  in  the  show  ring  in  front  of  the 
sifters.  This  year  the  sifters  were  Shelley  Humphries, 
Glades  County  extension  agent;  and  Sonya  Crawford, 
Okeechobee  County  extension  agent. 

Sifters  are  necessary  for  shows.  If  youth  can¬ 
not  handle  their  animals  they  may  be  disqualified 
because  an  unruly  steer  can  be  a  danger  to  others. 
Youth  with  hogs  do  not  have  to  go  before  the  sifters  to 
qualify  for  the  show. 

At  the  same  time  on  March  28,  the  5-to-8- 
year-olds  in  the  Pee  Wee  Show  helped  set  up  then- 
exhibition  tent  where  they  would  care  for  their  baby 
beef  and  dairy  calf,  a  miniature  horse,  rabbits,  a 
puppy,  goats  and  a  goose.  The  children  lead  their  ani¬ 
mals  into  the  show  ring  in  a  parade  to  the  applause  of 
the  audience. 

For  these  entire  three  days,  many  parents 
worked  along  with  their  children.  Feeding  the  animals 
and  cleaning  their  stalls  became  a  family  affair. 

“4-H  takes  a  family  commitment,”  Hayes 
said.  “It  is  an  informal  education  program  that  requires 
family  involvement  you  can’t  get  in  the  classroom.” 

By  the  afternoon  of  March  29,  there  was 
much  last-minute  grooming  of  the  animals.  The  steers 
were  showered  and  brushed,  and  so  were  the  hogs. 

The  show  started  on  time  and  the  youths  were  very 
serious  now,  paying  attention  to  the  announcer’s  call 
to  the  ring. 

Steer  show  judge  Zach  Conlin  of 
Indiantown,  Fla.  spoke  to  the  youths  individually 
about  their  showmanship  skills.  When  he  announced 
winners  in  each  of  the  four  weight  classes,  he 
explained  his  decisions  to  the  audience  of  parents, 
friends  and  potential  buyers. 

This  year’s  Grand  Championof  the  steer 
project  is  Brighton’s  Kailin  Brown,  daughter  of 
Emma  and  Avant  Brown,  who  received  the  esteemed 
Blue  Ribbon  for  her  steer,  Lucky.  The  judge  told  the 
crowd  that  9-year-old  Kailin’s  steer,  weighing  in  at  a 
mammoth  1,277  pounds,  was  “the  most  finished  of 
them  all.”  This  was  Kailin’s  first  year  raising  and 
showing  a  steer. 

Kailin  had  shown  animals  in  the  Pee  Wee 
competition  for  three  years,  including  a  baby  calf 
last  year.  Her  mother  said  it  was  good  preparation 
for  the  Steer  Project. 

“I  love  to  work  with  animals  and  I  thought 
it  would  be  a  good  experience  to  join  4-H,”  Kailin 
said.  “Lucky  was  a  big  baby  when  I  first  got  him.  As 
he  got  older  he  got  more  stubborn.” 

Kailin  is  in  the  third  grade  at  Moore  Haven 
Elementary  and  is  a  straight-A  student.  Her  steer 
came  from  the  Tribe’s  herd  at  Parker  Island. 

Skyler  Burke,  also  from  Brighton,  won  the 
second  place  Reserve  Grand  Champion  title,  as  well 
as  the  prestigious  Junior  Showmanship  award  for 
the  second  year  in  a  row.  Skyler  is  the  daughter  of 
Connie  Haught  and  granddaughter  of  Mabel  Haught. 
Her  steer  weighed  1,190  pounds. 

Ribbons  for  showmanship  are  based  on  the 
handling  of  the  steer  or  swine  in  the  ring  and  the 
exhibitors’  skill  using  the  show  stick.  Steer  judge 
Conlin  repeatedly  reminded  the  youth  that  show¬ 
manship  is  a  special  talent. 

“When  you  are  in  the  ring  you  have  to  keep 
your  eye  on  the  judge  at  all  times,”  he  said.  “Don’t 
take  your  eyes  off  the  judge.” 

Skyler  excelled  in  keeping  her  steer  calm 
and  responding  cooperatively  to  the  use  of  the  show 
stick,  but  her  constant  beaming  smile  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  her  high  score. 

“I  just  worked  with  my  steer  a  lot  to  make 
sure  he  would  get  tame,”  said  Skyler.  “If  you  let  your 
parents  do  the  work,  then  the  animal  doesn’t  behave 
as  well.”  But  Skyler  said  her  family  helped  in  other 
ways.  “When  I  was  gone  and  my  steer  got  sick,  they 
took  care  of  him  for  me,”  she  said.  “If  it  weren’t  for 
them,  I  probably  wouldn’t  have  won.” 

Skyler  also  donated  the  first  $2,000  she 
earned  in  the  sale  to  the  Dr.  Keen  Scholarship  Fund. 
Her  steer  sold  for  $8  a  pound. 

The  top  award  for  Senior  Showmanship 
went  to  Megan  Bettleyoun  of  Brighton,  even  though 
her  steer  was  a  little  rambunctious,  because  Megan 
kept  her  eyes  on  the  judge  without  wavering. 

Megan’s  steer  weighed  1,127  pounds. 

The  Bettleyoun  family  had  three  children  in 
4-H  this  year.  Myra  Bettleyoun  won  a  second  place 
blue  ribbon  for  her  1,100-pound  steer. 

Not  everyone  wins  the  top  award,  but  some 
are  worthy  just  because  of  their  4-H  dedication  and 
spirit  of  determination.  Dylan  Chalfant  came  close, 
taking  second  place  with  his  steer  weighing  1,261 
pounds.  Dylan’s  steer  weighed  700  pounds  when  he 
picked  him  out  of  the  Chalfant  herd.  It  was  Dylan’s 
first  year  in  4-H  and  he  did  the  entire  project  on  his 
own. 

“It  was  an  adventure,”  he  said,  “but  there 
was  more  work  than  I  have  ever  had  to  do.” 

Following  the  steer  show,  special  swine 
judge  Comele  Peacock  took  over.  Most  first-timers 
are  encouraged  to  show  swine  the  first  year  to  get 
used  to  the  way  4-H  works.  There  are  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  and  special  clinics  in  addition  to  daily  feedings 
and  frequent  wash¬ 
ings. 

The  Grand 
Champion  award  in 
the  Swine  Project 
went  to  Jessica  Long 
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Tribe  Donates  Old  Arena  Cover  to  Hendry  County 


(Back  row  L-R)  Rolf  Berg,  John  Berg,  (Front  row  L-R): 
Commissioner  Bill  Maddox,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Big  Cypress 
Representative  David  Cypress. 


By  Nery  Mejicano 

BIG  CYPRESS— As 
work  progresses  on  construction  for 
the  new  rodeo  arena  roof  at  the 
Junior  Cypress  Entertainment 
Complex,  demolition  of  some  parts 
of  the  old  rodeo  arena  as  well  as 
the  old  horse  bams  is  required.  All 
efforts  at  made  at  recycling  materi¬ 
als  that  can  be  reused  resulting 
from  the  demolition.  The  new  roof 
of  the  arena  will  required  the 
removal  of  the  existing  cover  of  the 
south  and  north  end  bleachers. 

Rolf  Berg,  of  Berg  All 
Angle  Construction,  the  project 
contractor  and  who  lives  in 
LaBelle,  Fla.,  found  out  that 
Hendry  County  just  finished  a  very 
nice  rodeo  arena,  but  lacked  the 
funds  to  put  a  roof  over  the  bleach¬ 
ers.  Rolf  contacted  Hendry  County 
Commissioner  Bill  Maddox  to 
come  to  Big  Cypress  along  with  the 
others  to  see  if  they  could  use  the 
metal  cover. 

The  next  day  Maddox 
returned  and  met  with  Big  Cypress 
Tribal  Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  and  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress.  The  two  were 
happy  most  of  the  material  would  go  to  a  good  cause. 
Maddox  said  he  is  very  excited  at  the  opportunity  to 
use  the  material  for  a  much  needed  new  cover  of  the 
new  bleachers  at  the  LaBelle  Rodeo  Arena. 

Taking  down  the  cover  will  be  done  as  a  joint 
effort  by  the  Tribe  and  Hendry  County  —  saving  both 
a  significant  amount  of  dollars. 


After  the  construction  of  the  new  horse  bams, 
the  old  horse  bams  will  also  be  demolished.  However, 
the  material  will  be  reused  by  the  individuals  who  will 
come  and  take  them  down.  These  recycling  efforts  are 
part  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  efforts  at  conser¬ 
vation  not  only  of  the  environment  and  natural  habitat, 
but  also  the  reuse  of  valuable  materials. 


Lakeland  High  School  Rodeo  Highlights 


By  Emma  Brown 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  The  young 
Brighton  cowboys  and  cowgirls  traveled  to 
Lakeland  recently  to  put  their  rodeo  skills  to  the 
test.  The  team  only  has  three  rodeos  remaining 


before  the  state  finals  in  June.  Only  the  top  15  in 
each  event  will  be  participating  in  the  finals. 

Results  are  as  follows:  Jacoby  Johns, 
third  in  bareback;  Shelby  Osceola,  split,  first  and 
second  in  breakaway. 


New  Horse  Barns  Go  Up  in  Big  Cypress 


By  Nery  Mejicano 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  New  bams  being  built  at 
the  Junior  Cypress  Entertainment  Complex  will  be 
bigger,  safer  and  more  resistant  to  bad  weather. 

Every  time  it  rains,  the  old  bams  in  Big 
Cypress  become  flooded,  putting  horses  at  risk  for 
hoof  disease.  Efforts  by  the  staff  to  drain  the  water 
have  been  an  exercise  in  futility  and  frustration.  In 
addition,  the  old  bams  are  not  built  up  to  code,  so  ani¬ 
mals  might  be  injured  during  a  natural  disaster.  The 
wood  is  beginning  to  decay  and  Hurricane  Wilma  did 
quite  a  bit  of  damage  to  the  structures.  There  is  no 
place  to  keep  the  hay  and  feed  and  there  is  limited 
space  to  meet  the  demand  for  boarding  horses. 

The  new  bams  will  have  a  capacity  for 
almost  90  horses  in  stalls  that  will  be  bigger  and  safer. 
There  will  be  room  to  store  the  hay  and  feed  and  to 
prevent  rodents  and  other  varmint  from  contaminating 
the  feed.  The  bams  will  be  build  high  enough  as  to 
keep  the  animals  out  of  the  elements  and  in  comfort. 
The  staff  will  have  a  small  office  and  clean  restrooms. 

There  is  no  more  room  in  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
ties  to  board  horses,  and  the  demand  for  boarding 


exceeds  the  available  space.  Even  though  only  the 
foundation  is  in  place,  calls  are  already  coming  from 
Broward  and  Palm  Beach  counties  to  reserve  space  for 
horses.  Along  with  the  fees  for  the  boarding,  the 
Junior  Cypress  Entertainment  Complex  will  for  the 
first  time  have  an  arena  covered  by  a  roof,  enabling 
the  Seminole  Tribe  to  host  a  variety  of  events  that  will 
generate  income  that  will  help  defray  the  investment 
incurred  in  the  building  of  the  horse  bams  and  the 
arena  roof. 

Big  Cypress  has  become  a  destination  for 
many  local  residents  as  well  as  international  visitors. 

It  is  envisioned  that  the  Junior  Cypress  complex  will 
be  part  of  the  entertainment  package  that  includes  the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum,  the  Billie  Swamp  Safari  with 
its  swamp  buggy  and  airboat  rides  and  animal  shows. 

In  addition  to  boarding  horses,  the  Junior 
Cypress  Complex  will  have  horse  trail  rides.  Many 
tourists  and  local  visitors  have  been  requesting  this 
activity  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  horse  rides  will  be  part 
of  a  comprehensive  entertainment  package  that  will 
continue  to  make  Big  Cypress  a  stop  that  visitors  will 
not  want  to  miss. 


(L-R)  Dennis  DeVeogh,  Chad  Motlow,  Cody  Motlow  and  Benny 
Motlow  stand  beside  an  antique  chuck  wagon  used  for  years  on  cattle 
drives. 


It’s  time  to  head  ’em  up  and  move  ’em  out! 


A  few  of  Junior  Cypress’  descendants. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Tom  Mullany,  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  and 
Mitchell  Cypress  pose  during  the  presentation  of  the  flintlock  rifle  and 
scrimshaw  powder  horn. 


very  same  location  more  than  50  years  ago.  He  then  introduced  Jonah 
Cypress,  a  son  of  Junior  Cypress,  in  whose  memory  this  annual  event  was 
organized  and  whose  family  members  are  eager  participants  each  year. 

From  his  perch  aboard  a  tall  swamp  buggy,  Moses  Jumper  Jr. 
told  the  audience  about  the  Tribe’s  first  contact  with  the  cattle  brought  to 
Florida  by  the  early  Spanish  explorers.  These  animals  flourished  on  the 
lush,  green  vegetation  of  the  Florida  peninsula  and  produced  a  vast  num¬ 
ber  of  wild  cracker  cattle  that  inhabited  the  area  and  were  the  foundation 
stock  for  the  initial  Seminole  herds. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said:  “Looking  across  this  sea  of 
smiling  faces,  I  can’t  help  but  think  of  what  a  great  tribute  your  participa¬ 
tion  is  to  the  memory  of  Junior  Cypress.” 

“Today’s  trail  drive  is  one  of  many  organized  by  the  Seminole 
Tribe  in  which  I  have  participated.  As  veterans  we  all  have  great  stories 
to  tell,  but  I  can’t  stress  enough  that  we  don’t  want  any  of  you  to  become 
one  of  those  stories  today,”  remarked  Hendry  County  Commissioner  Bill 
Maddox. 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  rode  forward  and  said, 
“This  is  my  first  time  on  a  horse  in  over  a  decade  and  I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  enjoying  a  great  day  in  your  company.  Let’s  all  have  a  good  time, 
be  safe  and  take  home  some  great  memories.” 

The  Rev.  Salaw  Hummingbird  led  the  group  in  prayer,  saying, 
“This  is  your  opportunity  to  relive  a  glorious  moment  in  the  history  of  the 
everyday  lives  of  many  of  our  ancestors  who  drew  their  sustenance  from 
this  wonderful  world  provided  by  our  Creator.  As  you  ride  down  the  trail 
today,  look  around  you  and  marvel  at  God’s  creations.” 

Then  the  riders  moved  to  one  side  to  allow  for  the  release  of  the 
cattle  so  the  drive  could  get  under  way.  But  the  cattle  had  other  ideas,  and 
approximately  1,000  feet  from  the  pens  they  made  a  rapid  dash  off  the 
road  right-of-way  into  the  cypress  swamp.  The  less  experienced  riders 
went  crashing  after  them,  driving  them  further  astray  and  scattering  the 
herd  in  the  heavy  underbrush. 

After  half  an  hour  of  fruitless  effort,  the  riders  reassembled  on 
the  access  road  and  it  was  decided  that  the  cattle  drive  would  have  to 
become  a  daylong  horseback  ride.  As  the  group  proceeded  along  the 
planned  route,  Benny  Hernandez  of  the  Big  Cypress  Arena  and  his  hand¬ 
picked  crew  of  approximately  10  veteran  cowpunchers  moved  off  into  the 
woodlands  and  began  to  encircle  the  cypress  slough. 

Just  like  the  original  cow  hunters  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  these 
cowhands  began  moving  carefully  among  the  cypress  knees,  jumping 
fallen  logs  and  pushing  through  dense  thickets  to  seek  out  the  strays  and 
start  bunching  up  small  groups  of  cattle. 

These  were  pushed  slowly  toward  the  main  road,  while  outriders 
rode  ahead  of  the  remaining  stock,  cutting  them  off  and  circling  them 
back  to  join  the  others.  Before  long  they  had  retrieved  all  but  10  head, 
which  could  be  reckoned  with  another  day. 

A  few  miles  down  the  road,  the  main  force  of  riders  were  taking 
a  short  rest  beside  the  canal  when  someone  spotted  the  herd  rounding  a 
bend  in  the  trail.  As  word  spread  of  their  arrival,  people  began  to  shout 
and  cheer.  Hurrying  to  mount  their  horses,  they  formed  a  corridor  to  let 
the  cattle  pass  and  then  fell  in  behind.  It  was  time  to  head  ’em  up  and 
move  ’em  out! 

A  tent  and  refreshments  greeted  the  riders  at  the  half-way  point, 
where  they  took  an  hour’s  break  to  rest  the  cattle  and  horses.  Riding  point 
in  a  covered  wagon  was  this  year’s  honorary  trail  boss,  Frank  J.  Billie. 

One  of  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  treasured  senior  citizens,  Billie  has 
been  working  cattle  most  of  his  84  years.  His  early  years  were  spent 
learning  the  survival  techniques  of  his  ancestors  and  living  off  the  land. 

In  1940,  he  moved  to  Big  Cypress  and  became  involved  in  the  cattle  pro¬ 
gram,  which  was  in  its  early  stages. 

Sitting  beside  Billie,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  confided,  “This 
man  was  very  influential  in  my  upbringing.  He  took  care  of  me  from  tod¬ 
dler  age  all  the  way  until  it  was  time  to  go  off  to  school.  He  was  my 
guardian,  put  the  bologna  on  the  table  and  taught  me  about  honesty, 
integrity  and  self-respect.  He  is  my  mentor  and  I  owe  him  a  great  deal.” 

Laughing,  Billie  said,  “I  didn’t  have  to  discipline  him  until  he 
was  3  years  old,  but  then  the  fun  began.  He  was  all  boy  and  full  of  big 
ideas.” 

During  the  rest  stop,  Richard  Bowers  said:  “We  all  need  to  thank 
Benny  Hernandez,  his  son  Little  Benny,  and  his  excellent  string  of  cow- 
punchers  who  kept  this  from  being  a  cattle  drive  without  cows.  If  Junior 
Cypress  were  alive  today,  he  would  be  very  proud  of  their  efforts  which 
signify  what  this  cattle  drive  is  all  about.  . . .  Reliving  this  cattle  drive 
gives  us  a  sense  of  where  we  come  from  and  who  we  are.  We  are  current¬ 
ly  working  on  a  project  for  a  cattle  exhibit  for  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  in  an  effort  to  pass  this  wonderful  legacy  on  to  our  next  genera¬ 
tions.” 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  was  a  generous  sponsor  of  the  Great 
Florida  Cattle  Drive  of  2006,”  said  Tara  Johns.  “Approximately  520  peo- 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  speaks  at  the  start  of  the  Cattle  Drive. 


Trail  riders  enjoy  a  huge  breakfast  buffet  at  the  Swamp  Water  Cafe. 


pie  mounted  on  horses,  mules  and  wagons  participated  in  driving  600  cat¬ 
tle  across  many  miles  of  family  owned  ranches  in  rural  Osceola  County. 
Mr.  Tom  Mullany  is  here  today  on  behalf  of  this  fine  group  of  individuals 
to  present  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  with  a  flintlock  rifle  and  custom 
made  scrimshaw  powder  hom  depicting  his  Otter  Clan  and  their  grati¬ 
tude.” 

Cecil  Tucker  II  presented  Seminole  Tribe  President  Moses 
Osceola  with  a  custom-made  knife  and  decorated  sheath  on  behalf  of  the 
same  organization. 

Florida  Cracker  Storyteller  Butch  Harrison  returned  for  a  second 
year  and  entertained  the  audience  with  one  of  his  tales  while  cracking  his 
bull  whip  to  the  delight  of  the  younger  set. 

Paul  Bowers  Sr.  next  introduced  Dale  Oldham,  Council  Delegate 
for  the  Crow  Nation,  and  special  guest  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  for  the 
Cattle  Drive  and  Rodeo. 

Special  recognition  also  went  to: 

The  numerous  descendents  of  Junior  Cypress  who  are  carrying  on  his 
legacy  and  have  made  the  cattle  industry  a  family  tradition; 

Stanlo  Johns  of  the  Brighton  Reservation,  who  has  been  designated 
Pioneer  Cracker  Cattleman  of  the  Year; 

Iris  Wall,  Florida  Agricultural  Woman  of  the  Year; 

The  Yarborough  Family  Ranch,  which  has  been  elevated  to  the 
Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame.; 

Mary  Jene  Koenes,  who  permitted  the  use  of  her  pasture  for  the  Cattle 
Drive  rest  area.  She  said  she  was  the  fifth  generation  in  her  family  to 
have  this  particular  pasture,  and  shared  childhood  memories  of  the  cattle 
industry  her  great  uncle,  Junior  Cypress. 

Returning  to  the  trail,  the  riders  proceeded  to  the  Josie  Billie 
Highway,  wound  their  way  down  through  the  Big  Cypress  community 
and  pushed  the  cattle  into  the  holding  pens  at  the  Junior  Cypress 
Entertainment  Center  and  Rodeo  Grounds. 

At  the  end  of  the  long  day  on  the  trail,  they  were  welcomed  by  a 
sumptuous  buffet  dinner  served  by  Renegade  Barbeque  Company  from 
the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  EIRA  provided  the  evening’s  entertain¬ 
ment. 
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ELECTION  RESULTS 


Tribal  Council 


Mitchell  Cypress 
Council  Chairman 


Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 
Hollywood 


TRIBAL  COUNCIL 
GENERAL  ELECTION 
MAY  14,  2007 

OFFICIAL  BALLOT  COUNT 
OFFICE  OF  CHAIRMAN  AND 
RESERVATION  REPRESENTATIVE 

Mitchell  Cypress:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  170; 
Brighton/Tampa  160;  Hollywood 
230;  Nonresident  Absentee  16; 
Resident  Absentee  24,  Total  600 
Moses  B.  Osceola:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  149; 
Brighton/Tampa  159;  Hollywood  169; 
Nonresident  Absentee  1 1 ;  Resident 
Absentee  12;  Total  500 

David  R.  Cypress:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  141;  Resident 
Absentee  9;  Total  150 

Daniel  Jumper:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  60;  Resident 
Absentee  5;  Total  65 

Manuel  (Mondo)  Tiger:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  99;  Resident 
Absentee  1;  Total  100 

Sandy  Billie  Jr.: 

Brighton/Tampa  23;  Resident  Absentee 
1;  Total  24 

Andrew  Bowers  Jr.: 
Brighton/Tampa  96;  Resident  Absentee 
4;  Total  100 

Matthew  J.  Gopher: 
Brighton/Tampa  11;  Resident  Absentee 
0;  Total  11 

John  Wayne  Huff  Sr.: 
Brighton/Tampa  35;  Resident  Absentee 
1;  Total  36 


Board  of  Directors 


Richard  Bowers 
Board  President 


Gloria  Wilson 
Hollywood 


City  of  Okeechobee  Reclaims  Its  Past  as  Avenue 
Regains  Original  Seminole  Name 


By  Chauna  Aguilar/Okeechobee  News 

OKEECHOBEE,  Fla.  —  The  City  of 
Okeechobee  has  honored  the  past  and  present  by 
renaming  West  Fifth  Avenue  to  its  rightful  name, 
which  dates  back  to  the  beginnings  of  Okeechobee 
around  1914,  when  maps  depicted  “Osceola”  as  one 
of  the  Seminole  Indian  names  that  adorned  the  streets. 

This  renaming  of  a  street  in  honor  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.,  which  is  celebrating 
their  50th  anniversary  of  incorporation  this  year,  is 
one  step  in  honoring  the  connection  and  history  that 
Okeechobee  and  the  Seminole  Indians  have  held  and 
maintained  for  many  years. 

Okeechobee  Mayor  James  Kirk  and  City 
Council  Members  Lydia  Jean  Williams,  Dowling 
Watford,  Lowry  Markham  and  Clayton  Williams 
joined  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  President 
Moses  Osceola,  Brighton  Representative  Andrew 
Bowers  and  Tribal  Ambassador  Joe  Dan  Osceola  for 
the  renaming  ceremony  on  April  2 1 . 

Betty  Williamson  of  the  Okeechobee 
Historical  Society  and  former  Judge  William  Hendry 
shared  their  extensive  knowledge  of  Okeechobee,  past 
and  present,  giving  the  spectators  a  glimpse  into  the 
relationship  between  Okeechobee  residents  and  the 
Brighton  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  and  how  that  rela¬ 
tionship  has  continued  over  the  years. 


Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Osceola  descendants  gather  in  Okeechobee  for  the  renaming  ceremony. 


See  OSCEOLA,  page  33 


Tribal  Ambassador  Honored  for  Lifetime  Achievement 

Joel  Frank  Receives  Award  From  UIDA,  NABL 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

ATLANTA  —  A  lifetime  of 
achievement  spans  a  large  amount  of 
work.  For  Tribal  citizen  and  business¬ 
man  Joel  Frank  Sr.  his  work  is  yet  to  be 
completed,  but  what  he  has  accom¬ 
plished  thus  far  was  honored  among 
guests  and  friends  at  the  Cobb  Galleria 
Centre  on  April  18. 

“To  have  this  lifetime  achieve¬ 
ment  bestowed  upon  me  —  I  feel  this  is 
not  the  end  of  my  life,  I’ve  still  got 
many  more  years  to  go,  and  I’m  looking 
forward  to  the  future,”  Frank  said. 

The  United  Indian  Development 
Association  and  Native  American 
Business  Leaders  presented  its  Business 
Services’  Lifetime  Achievement  Award 
to  Frank  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  at  a 
special  luncheon.  The  award  is  given 
each  year  to  the  outstanding  individual 
or  Tribe  contributing  to  the  tradition  and 
economic  advancement  of  American 
Indian/Tribally  owned  businesses. 


Receiving  such  an  honor  was  a 
surprise  to  Frank,  but  long  overdue  for 
most  who  know  of  his  work  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  for  his  people.  The 
Hollywood,  Fla.  native  and  member  of 
the  Panther  clan  has  worked  for  the 
Seminole  Tribe  since  the  early  1970s. 

As  director  of  the  Grants 
Formulation  and  Government  Relations 
Department  for  more  than  three  years, 
he  oversees  funding  opportunities  and 
development  for  grant  applications  as 
well  as  maintaining  relationships  among 
federal  agencies  and  Native  American 
organizations. 

“I  was  surprised  because  all  the 
things  that  I’ve  done  are  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  for  the  benefit  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe,  for  Tribal  members  and  Indian 
people  in  general,  and  on  all  the  differ¬ 
ent  boards  that  I’ve  sat  on  I  always 
assumed  that  this  is  what  I’m  supposed 
to  do,”  he  said.  “I’ve  never  really 

❖  See  FRANK,  page  7 


Joel  Frank  accepts  his  award  and  Pendleton  blanket  at  the  ceremony. 


Council  Passes  17 
Resolutions  at  Special 
Meeting  in  Tampa 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

TAMPA —  The  Tribal  Council  passed  17  resolu¬ 
tions  at  its  special  meeting  at  the  Crown  Plaza  Hotel  on 
April  17: 

Resolution  11:  Issuance  of  a  one-day  beverage 
permit  for  the  retail  sale  of  beer  only  at  the  Cinco  De  Mayo 
Celebration  sponsored  by  the  Immokalee  Youth  Ranch 
located  on  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  12:  Second  amendment  to  service 
agreement  with  Bums  and  McDonnell  Engineering 
Company,  Inc.,  to  provide  the  professional  engineering  and 
resident  project  representative  services  required  during  bid 
solicitation  and  construction  of  the  Big  Cypress  Western 
Water  Conservation  Restoration  Project,  Basins  1  and  4; 

Resolution  13:  Florida  Atlantic  University  copy¬ 
right  transfer  statement  for  Nathan  Dom,  Ph.D,  for  related 
work  to  invasive  fish  species  on  the  Big  Cypress  and 
Brighton  Reservations; 

Resolution  14:  Cadstruct  contract  change  order 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  4 


Photo  Submitted  by  Emma  Brown 

Proud  parents  Kenny  and  Marilyn  Doney  with  their  son. 


Kyle  Doney  Earns 
Bachelor’s  Degree 
from  Florida  Sate 

By  Emma  Brown 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Perseverance  is  a  word  that 
Brighton’s  Kyle  Doney  doesn’t  take  lightly.  It  has  come  to 
be  a  part  of  every  aspect  of  his  life. 

On  April  27,  his  perseverance  paid  off  as  he 
walked  across  the  stage  at  the  University  Civic  Center  to 
end  one  journey  and  begin  another.  On  this  date  Doney 
received  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  political  science  from 
Florida  State  University  (FSU). 

He  has  proven  through  his  educational  endeavors 
to  be  an  intelligent  young  man  of  integrity  with  a  great  will 
to  succeed.  Working  with  Doney,  members  of  the 
Education  Department  came  to  realize  what  a  dedicated 
person  he  is,  a  young  man  with  a  vision  that  is  indestructi¬ 
ble.  He  set  his  educational  goal  and  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  attain  it. 

❖  See  DONEY,  page  35 


Felix  DoBosz 

Ray  Becerra  pets  Liberty,  a  Florida  panther. 


Reservation 
Commemorates 
Earth  Day 

By  Shelley  Marmor 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Two  baby  alligators, 
Liberty  the  Florida  panther  and  Ocala  the  Harris  hawk 
watched  the  Earth  Day  festivities  from  under  the  shade 
of  the  cypress  trees  across  the  street  from  the  Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki  Museum  on  April  22.  The  animals  were  the 
main  attraction  at  the  celebration  for  the  various 
groups,  including  the  Ahfachkee  School  students,  who 
made  their  way  to  the  festivities  —  but  there  was  much 
more  going  on. 

Under  a  large  tent,  representatives  from  the 
Water  Resources  Department  and  Environmental 
Health  Program  set  up  interactive  booths  and  distrib¬ 
uted  a  wealth  of  information  on  Earth-related  topics. 

Environmental  Scientist  Alyssa  Jacobs  had  a 

❖  See  EARTH,  page  30 
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Continued  from  page  1 


Roger  Smith:  Brighton/Tampa 
98;  Resident  Absentee  3;  Total  101 

Elton  Carl  Baxley:  Hollywood  78; 
Resident  Absentee  1;  Total  79 

Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.:  Hollywood 
169;  Resident  Absentee  10;  Total  179 

Leoma  Motlow  Poore:  Hollywood 
25;  Resident  Absentee  1;  Total  26 

Gordon  O.  Wareham:  Hollywood 
23;  Resident  Absentee  1;  Total  24 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
GENERAL  ELECTION 
MAY  14,  2007 

OFFICIAL  BALLOT  COUNT 
OFFICE  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  RESER¬ 
VATION  REPRESENTATIVE 

Richard  Bowers:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  149; 
Brighton/Tampa  137;  Hollywood  120; 
Nonresident  Absentee  13;  Resident 
Absentee  8;  Total  427 

Jason  Don  Billie:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  9;  Brighton/Tampa  4; 
Hollywood  23;  Nonresident  Absentee  0; 
Resident  Absentee  0;  Total  36 
Amy  Johns:  Big 


Cypress/Immokalee  25;  Brighton/Tampa 
45;  Hollywood  38;  Nonresident  Absentee 
3;  Resident  Absentee  3;  Total  114 
Tony  Sanchez  Jr.:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  101;  Brighton/Tampa 
92;  Hollywood  136;  Nonresident  Absentee 
9;  Resident  Absentee  17;  Total  355 
Todd  Kevin  Osceola:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  38;  Brighton/Tampa 
43;  Hollywood  85;  Nonresident  Absentee 
2;  Resident  Absentee  8;  Total  176 
Paul  Bowers  Sr.:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  128;  Resident 
Absentee  5;  Total  133 

Cicero  Osceola:  Big 
Cypress/Immokalee  170;  Resident 
Absentee  9;  Total  179 

Willie  Johns:  Big 

Cypress/Immokalee  45;  Resident  Absentee 
3;  Total  48 

Johnnie  Jones  Sr.: 

Brighton/Tampa  142;  Resident  Absentee 
4;  Total  146 

Theresa  Nunez:  Brighton/Tampa 
19;  Resident  Absentee  0;  Total  19 

Jack  Smith  Jr.:  Brighton/Tampa 
57;  Resident  Absentee  2;  Total  59 

David  D.  DeHass:  Hollywood  77; 
Resident  Absentee  3;  Total  80 

Marcellus  Osceola  Sr.:  Hollywood 
64;  Resident  Absentee  4;  Total  68 

Gloria  Wilson:  Hollywood  154; 
Resident  Absentee  6;  Total  160 


Photo  Quiz 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Can  you  guess  who  this  U.S.  Marine  veteran  is? 


Editorials 


Letters  &  E-mait 


SSG  P.  Russell  Marek,  U.S. 
Army  (ret) 


Dear  Editor, 


Counselors  Need  to  Help  Students 


Please  send  all  letters  to  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024  ❖  tribune@semtribe.com  ❖ 


My  name  is  Liz  Haeuptle  and  I 
am  a  student  at  Ball  State  University  in 
Muncie,  Ind.  I  am  doing  a  museum  exhibit 
on  Native  American  mascots.  I  am  contact¬ 
ing  you  because  I  am  looking  for  a  native 
audience/individuals  and  their  opinions 
concerning  this  subject.  I  am  presenting  all 
sides  of  the  issue,  but  especially  Native 
American,  and  would  really  like  to  display 
their  voice.  I  would  really  appreciate  it! 

Thank  you  for  your  time! 

Liz  Haeuptle 

ebhaeuptle@bsu.edu 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Charbe  Micco  saddles  up  his  horse. 


Correction 


Incorrect  photo  credits  appeared 
with  the  article  titled  “On  Eagles’  Wings: 
Faith,  Hope  and  Basketball”  in  the  April 
27  issue  of  The  Tribune.  The  photos 
should  have  been  credited  to  On  Eagles’ 
Wings. 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor  s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments  on  this 
column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about 
Catching  the  Dream  grants.  His  e-mail  address  is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his 
own.  ©  Copyright  2007] 

A  student  called  me  the  other  day  to  ask  for  help  with 
scholarships.  This  is  not  unusual  —  students  call  us  every  day  to 
ask  that.  What  was  also  usual  was  that  her  counselor  at  Tuba  City 
High  School  had  done  nothing  to  help  her  find  scholarships,  apply 
for  college  or  find  the  right  college.  She  was  totally  on  her  own. 

This  brought  me  back  to  one  of  my  basic  questions: 

What  do  counselors  do? 

When  I  went  to  high  school  back  in  the  1950s,  we  had 
no  counselors.  Then  when  I  went  back  30  years  later  to  ask  about 
my  test  scores,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  who  taught  home  economics  when 
I  was  in  school,  was  the  counselor. 

She  had  no  records  of  any  tests  on 
me  —  SAT,  IQ,  or  otherwise.  I  know  I  — 

took  the  SAT  and  I  know  I  took  some  test 
one  day  in  school  in  my  free  period. 

Instead  of  being  outside  playing  baseball 
with  the  other  boys,  I  had  to  stay  inside 
and  take  this  test.  It  told  Mrs. 

Scarborough,  the  Latin  teacher 
who  made  me  take  it,  that  I  was 
supposed  to  be  a  truck  driver. 

From  that  day  to  this  I 
have  not  trusted  those  aptitude 
tests.  The  last  thing  in  the  world 
I  am  going  to  be  is  a  truck 
driver.  This  test  apparently 
said  I  wasn’t  supposed  to 
go  to  college,  even 
through  I  finished  high  school 
as  the  valedictorian.  What? 

The  girl  from  Tuba  City, 

Ariz.  was  in  a  similar  predica¬ 
ment.  Instead  of  calling  me  in 
September  of  her  senior  year,  she 
was  calling  me  in  April.  The  prob¬ 
lem?  More  than  80  percent  of  the 
scholarship  deadlines  have  already 
passed. 

She  can  still  win  scholarships,  but 
there  are  not  many  opportunities  this  year.  She  can 
still  apply  for  most  of  them  next  year  —  a  year  late  —  but 
she  will  have  to  get  through  her  first  year  and  do  well  to  be  able 
to  win  them  for  her  last  three  years. 

I  don’t  blame  counselors  totally  for  their  failure  to  help 
Indian  students.  Whether  they  are  in  Tulsa  or  Tuba  City,  they 
never  seem  to  believe  that  Indian  students  are  college  material. 
But  let’s  face  the  facts;  neither  does  hardly  anyone  else  in  Indian 
schools. 

Indian  schools  are  so  out  of  date  as  to  be  unbelievable. 
They  are  still  “vo-tech”  oriented,  when  70  percent  of  the  non- 
Indian  students  in  the  U.S.  are  going  to  college.  The  college-going 
rate  for  Indian  students  is  still  only  17  percent.  It  has  not  changed 
since  Dr.  Alexander  Astin  first  published  the  data  on  it  in  1983. 

I  did  a  study  10  years  ago  and  found  that  17  percent  still 
holds.  And  since  82  percent  of  Indian  college  students  drop  out, 
only  1 .5  percent  of  Indians  will  ever  earn  a  college  degree.  The 
comparable  figure  for  non-Indians  is  29.3  percent. 

We  are  slowly  slipping  further  and  further  behind  the  rest 
of  the  nation.  We  have  been  at  1 .5  percent  for  at  least  30  years. 
During  that  time  the  non-Indian  college  graduation  rate  has  gone 
from  15  percent  to  29.3  percent  —  almost  double. 

This  situation  does  not  have  to  continue.  High  school 
counselors  can  do  their  jobs,  as  evidenced  by  such  schools  as 
Wellpinit,  the  Navajo  Preparatory  School,  Mount  Edgecumbe, 
Chugach,  Mashantucket  Pequot,  Mississippi  Choctaw  High 
School,  Saint  Michael,  Salmon  River,  White  Swan  and  Southern 
Ute.  All  of  these  schools  have  gone  from  mediocre  to  exemplary 


in  the  past  20  years.  When  will  the  others  learn? 

It  breaks  my  heart  every  time  I  hear  about  Indian  stu¬ 
dents  being  ignored  by  their  schools.  I  wish  I  could  wave  a  magic 
wand  and  change  things. 

Unfortunately,  to  make  improvements,  one  has  to  con¬ 
vince  recalcitrant  human  beings  to  change  their  attitudes  and  then- 
ways.  I  know  it’s  hard.  I  had  to  do  classroom  observations  a  few 
weeks  ago  at  a  school  and  it  broke  my  heart.  Sixth  graders  were 
still  doing  long  division,  which  they  should  have  learned  in  third 
grade.  Seventh  graders  could  hardly  read.  Eighth  graders  were 
going  on  next  year  into  general  math  instead  of  Algebra  I. 

How  long,  oh  Lord,  do  we  have  to  keep  going  on  this 
way?  When  will  counselors  believe  that  Indian  students  can  and 
should  go  to  college?  When  will  they  start  putting  them  into  col¬ 
lege  prep  classes  instead  of  into  bonehead  classes? 

When  will  the  school  boards  start  to  insist  on  some  high¬ 
er  goals  for  students?  When  will  the  schools  with  mixed  ethnic 
populations,  where  85  percent  of  Indian  students  attend,  stop 
tracking  Indian  students  into  bonehead  classes  and  Anglo  students 
into  college  prep  classes? 

When  will  counselors  start  advising  students  to  take  the 
ACT  or  SAT  in  their  sophomore  year  instead  of  the  last  time  they 
have  a  chance  to  take  it  as  seniors?  At  least 
95  percent  of  Indian  students  make  a 
lower  score  on  the  ACT  than  they  think 
they  should.  They  will  have  a  3.6  GPA 
and  expect  to  score  at  the  90th  per¬ 
centile  or  higher.  Instead  they 
will  score  at  the  50th  percentile, 
and  be  completely  frus¬ 
trated  and  demoralized. 

If  they  had  taken 
the  test  as  sophomores, 
they  could  have  caught  this 
reality  and  done  something 
about  it.  But  if  they  wait 
until  the  last  minute,  they 
will  have  no  chance  to  take 
it  again  and  improve  then- 
scores. 

When  will  counselors 
start  to  help  Indian  students  to 
decide  on  their  careers?  More 
than  80  percent  of  Indian  stu¬ 
dents  still  put  “undecided”  on 
their  SAT  survey  forms. 

And  the  students  who 
are  undecided  tend  to  drop  out  like 
flies,  while  the  students  with  career 
goals  in  mind  tend  to  complete  college.  They  may  and  often  do 
change  their  majors,  but  those  who  have  decided  on  a  major  still 
finish  college. 

When  will  counselors  help  students  prepare  themselves 
for  life  by  starting  a  program  of  reading  in  middle  school  or 
before?  Indian  students  now  read  no  books  at  all  outside  the  class¬ 
room,  which  is  a  sure  way  for  them  to  leave  high  school  unpre¬ 
pared. 

In  a  national  study  we  recently  completed,  we  found  that 
the  illiteracy  rate  among  Indian  people  is  70  percent  —  at  least  30 
percent  higher  than  for  any  other  ethnic  group.  That  includes 
more  than  20  percent  of  Indian  high  school  graduates,  most  of 
whom  cannot  pass  the  state  competency  tests. 

My  favorite  bugaboo:  When  will  counselors  start  to  help 
Indian  students  find  and  win  scholarships?  There  seems  to  be  a 
built-in  belief  that  Indians  are  too  dumb  or  too  lazy  to  win  schol¬ 
arships,  so  why  even  try? 

And  the  rare  counselor  who  does  point  Indian  students  to 
scholarships  points  them  toward  the  tiny  handful  of  Indian  schol¬ 
arships,  which  is  a  big  mistake.  Indian  students  should  try  for  all 
scholarships,  of  which  there  are  more  than  one  million  in  the  U.S. 

I  have  been  at  this  since  1970  and  little  has  changed. 

Will  it  ever  change?  It  probably  won’t  until  Indian  students  and 
parents  start  demanding  better  from  schools  and  counselors.  Let’s 
be  more  pushy  about  this. 


Hello  Mr.  Steven  Bowers, 

Thank  you,  “Sho-naa-bisha”  in 
your  tongue,  for  your  kindness  to  my 
father,  brother  and  me  as  we  spent  the 
weekend  in  your  Hard  Rock  Hotel.  We  are 
doing  everything  possible  to  help  raise 
money  for  the  Homes  For  Our  Troops 


(HFOT)  Foundation,  so  that  I  may  realize 
the  ability  to  be  a  productive  citizen  once 
again  and  own  my  own  home.  Though  the 
home  will  have  to  be  built  to  allow  for  my 
loss  of  limbs  and  brain  injury,  I  know  it 
will  give  me  a  chance  of  regaining  my 
independence,  while  realizing  that  I  fought 
for  all  Americans  to  have  the  “American 
Dream.” 

Your  kindness  and  support  to  help 
us  are  greatly  appreciated,  and  as  I  contin¬ 
ue  to  gain  strength  and  mobility,  I  will 
make  every  effort  to  pass  your  kindness 
forward  in  helping  other  veterans  as  they 
recover  from  our  fight  for  freedom.  I  am 
very  grateful  to  you  and  enjoyed  meeting 
you  and  learning  more  about  you  and  your 
brothers. 

I  told  my  speech  therapist  that  I 
learned  some  very  important  words  in 
another  language  and  asked  her  to  try  to 
tell  me  what  language  it  was.  She  said  it 
sounded  like  Native  American,  but  could 
not  tell  me  which  tongue.  I  told  her  it  was 
Seminole,  then  asked  her  to  tell  me  what 
she  thought  “Ma-doh,  Ma-doh,  Ma-doh” 
might  mean  and  I  stumped  her  again.  We 
have  fun  in  therapy  and  I’m  doing  much 
better  since  I  regained  my  ability  to  swal¬ 
low  properly  and  try  to  enunciate  properly. 
I’m  glad  to  know  some  of  your  words,  and 
again  say  Sho-naa-bisha  to  you  for  your 
kindness  in  helping  us  achieve  my  goal. 

From  this  warrior  to  another,  may 
the  Great  Spirit  always  give  you  strength. 

Enjoy  the  pictures  we  attached. 


Dear  Editor, 

We  would  like  to  invite  your 
Tribal  citizens  to  participate  in  the  5th 
Annual  All  Nations  Bowling  tournament  to 
be  held  at  the  Holiday  Lanes  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  on  June  1-3,  2007. 1  have 
enclosed  an  entry  form  and  basic  informa¬ 
tion  pertaining  to  this  tournament.  The 
entry  deadline  is  May  25. 

Thank  you  for  announcing  the 
tournament  through  your  newspaper. 

Please  contact  me  for  more  information. 

Alma  Johnson 

(405)  275-5466 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 
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HAPPY  MEMORIAL  DAY 

on  Monday,  May  28, 2007 

Thank  you  to  all  those  who  paid  the 
ultimate  price  to  help  keep  this 
country  free  for  everyone 


The  Seminole  Tribune 
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New  Housing  is  on  the  Way  for  Lena  Frank  Drive 

Construction  ofTownhouses,  Apartments  Begins  in  Fall 


Judy  Weeks 

Billie  Lauren  Cypress  is  intrigued  by  the  housing 
memorabilia  at  the  kickoff  celebration. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Land  was 
dedicated  for  new  beginnings  on  April  20 
at  the  Lena  Frank  Drive  Redevelopment 
Kickoff  Celebration. 

Housing  Director  Troland  V.  Clay 
opened  the  ceremonies  by  saying,  “It  had 
initially  been  discussed  that  the  site  on 


made  to  address  these  problems  with  great 
haste.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Housing  Department,  under  Clay’s  direc- 


Architectural  renderings  and  pro¬ 
posed  floor  plans  were  submitted  in  record 
time  and  met  with  almost  immediate 


tion,  instituted  a  series  of  community  meet-  approval.  Following  the  normal  sequence 


ings  to  come  up  with  solutions. 

Unfortunately,  the  wheels  of 
bureaucracy  turn  very  slowly  and  involve 
the  interaction  of  many  different  agencies 


Demolishing  the  old  Immokalee  Youth  Center  to  make  room  for  the  Lena  Frank  Drive 
Redevelopment  Complex 


of  events,  demolition,  engineering  and  the 
bidding  process  are  moving  forward. 

Representing  the  descendants  of 
Lena  Frank,  who  were  seated  up  front  at 
the  ceremony,  Carol  Cypress 
greeted  the  audience: 
“Welcome  here  today  on 
behalf  of  my  mother,  Lena 
Frank,  and  the  women  whose 
foresight  created  this  reserva¬ 
tion.  They  are  still  with  us, 
guiding  and  pushing  for  a  bet¬ 
ter  future  and  would  be 
amazed  by  what  has  grown 
from  the  seeds  they  planted.” 

The  audience  was 
then  treated  to  a  brief  history 
of  the  Immokalee  Seminole 
Community.  Sometime  during 
the  1950s,  Alice  Osceola,  Ida 
Cypress,  Sally  Johns  and  Lena 
Motlow  came  to  the  outskirts 
of  the  rural  agricultural  com¬ 
munity  of  Immokalee  and  built 
their  chickees  in  the  woods  by 
the  curve  on  Indian  Camp 
Road.  Within  a  few  years,  the 
camp  was  enlarged  to  include 
the  families  of  Lena  Frank, 
Mary  Watts  and  Lucy  John. 

This  was  during  the 
days  of  segregation  when  very 
few  public  schools  would  per¬ 
mit  the  enrollment  of  Native 
American  children.  These 


(L-R)  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally  Tommie  and  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  examine 
the  plot  plan  for  the  proposed  Lena  Frank  Drive  residences. 


Drive  Redevelopment  is  just  the 
first  of  many  projects  that  will 
carry  on  the  legacy  of  your 
ancestors  and  benefit  your  fami¬ 
lies.” 

Tribal  Attorney  Jim 
Shore  pointed  out  that  the  efforts 
of  the  community’s  leaders  were 
responsible  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  that  had  taken  place  here 
in  the  last  35  years.  Vice 
Chairman  Moses  Osceola  com¬ 
plimented  the  efforts  of  the 
Housing  Department  and  its 
achievements  in  the  past  year. 

He  said,  “What  we  really 
needed  here  was  to  bring  the 
people  back  into  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Immokalee  is  no  longer 
left  over  and  it  is  receiving  the 
attention  it  is  due.” 

“This  has  been  a  long 
time  coming  and  it  is  good 
that  Troy  has  taken  the  reins 
of  the  Housing  Department,” 
said  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress. 

“This  is  only  the  first  phase  as 
we  go  non-stop  to  meet  the 
needs  of  this  community.” 

Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  Osceola 
asked,  “Do  you  know  what 
B.C.  means?  Before  Casinos! 

We  have  always  been  rich  in 
history,  family  and  culture.  For 
Lena,  this  is  just  the  beginning 
of  her  vision,  not  the  end.” 

Immokalee  Liaison 
Ralph  Sanchez  said,  ‘I  want  to 
thank  the  Council,  Housing  and 
Seminole  Community  members  for 
bringing  our  families  back  together.” 
Board  Liaison  Raymond  Garza  echoed 
his  sentiments  by  remarking,  “Housing 
came  when  we  called.  I  thought  we  were 
just  fishing,  but  they  bit  and  this  is  proof 
that  our  ideas  count.” 


Carla  Cypress  swings  Billie  Lauren  Cypress  at 
the  Lena  Frank  Drive  Redevelopment  Kickoff 
Celebration. 


Elaine  Aguilar  offered  the  invoca¬ 
tion  and  gave  a  moving  tribute  to  the 
women  who  founded  the  community. 
Nancy  Motlow  recalled  the  words  of  Lena 
and  Ethel  Frank.  “They  continually  asked 
HUD  to  help  their  children  and  wouldn’t 
go  away.  Their  persistence  won  out  and 
block  houses  replaced  the  chickees.” 


Judy  Weeks 

Carol  Cypress  gives  a  short  history  of  the  Immokalee  Reservation  and  memories  of 
her  mother,  Lena  Frank. 


enterprising  women  recognized  that  then- 
offspring  would  need  every  possible 
advantage  to  succeed  in  their  rapidly 
changing  environment.  Immokalee  would 
educate  their  children,  so  it  became  their 
destination.  In  addition,  their  village  placed 
them  in  close  proximity  to  the  farms  where 
they  could  find  employment  to  support 
their  families. 

By  1968,  Mildred  Roberts 
Sherrod  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  from 
the  Collier  family  the  first  piece  of  proper¬ 
ty  on  which  the  reservation  is  now  located. 

Those  resourceful,  determined 
Seminole  women  were  no  longer  squatters. 
They  worked  by  day  in  the  fields  and  spent 
every  available  moment  they  could  spare 
building  chickees  and  moving  their  fami¬ 
lies  to  their  new  homes.  Lena  Frank  was 
one  of  these  strong  women  and  a  vital  par¬ 
ticipant  in  establishing  the  Immokalee 
Seminole  Reservation. 

Numerous  Tribal  officials  were  in 
attendance  for  the  redevelopment  kickoff 
and  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
share  their  memories  of  Immokalee  and 
show  their  pleasure  at  being  able  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  new  developments  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said: 
“The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  happy  to 
be  able  to  nurture  the  seeds  planted  by 
those  strong  women  so  long  ago  in  that  lit¬ 
tle  camp  in  the  woods.  The  Lena  Frank 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Benny  Motlow,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Immokalee  Chamber  of 
Commerce  Director  Richard  Rice  discuss  the  new  housing  complex. 


which  you  are  seated  might  be  used  for 
spec  homes.  However,  in  an  attempt  to 
understand  the  needs  of  your  community,  it 
was  decided  that  more  people  could  be 
served  by  some  form  of  transitional  hous¬ 
ing.  Out  of  this  reasoning,  a  plan  was 
developed  for  seven  three-bedroom  town- 
houses  and  eight  two-bedroom  apart¬ 
ments.” 

He  continued,  “This  is  just  one  of 
the  54  projects  in  Immokalee  on  the  table 
right  now  and  we  are  expending  every  pos¬ 
sible  effort  to  turn  these  into  reality  within 
a  reasonable  period  of  time.  If  everything 
falls  into  place  on  this  particular  site,  bid¬ 
ding  can  take  place  in  late  June  with  con¬ 
struction  slated  for  September  or  October. 
This  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  The 
Seminole  Tribe  is  in  various  stages  of 
development  on  291  projects  across  all  of 
their  reservations. 

As  the  population  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  has  gradually  increased  over  the  past 
20  years,  the  need  for  housing  on  its  reser¬ 
vations  has  become  a  matter  of  great  con¬ 
cern.  In  recent  years,  it  has  become  appar¬ 
ent  that  provisions  need  to  be  made  as  soon 
as  possible  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
younger  generation  and  their  new  families. 
In  addition,  many  Tribal  citizens  have 
found  it  necessary  to  live  off  the  reserva¬ 
tions  but  have  indicated  a  desire  to  return 
to  raise  their  children  in  their  own  ethnic 
communities. 

Immokalee  has  been  determined 
to  be  an  area  of  critical  concern  with 
regard  to  housing  and  every  effort  is  being 


before  actual  construction  can 
begin.  Delays  have  proven  to  be 
almost  insurmountable  during  past 
efforts.  Concerns  of  the  South 
Florida  Water  Management  District, 
the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  Fresh  Water  Fish  and 
Game  and  Archeological  Surveys 
for  Historic  Preservation,  as  well  as 
the  impact  on  the  current  infrastruc¬ 
ture,  can  be  overwhelming. 

At  a  community  meeting 
several  months  ago,  Tribal  citizens 
heard  a  progress  report  and  made 
suggestions  toward  developing  a 
plan  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  community  and  expedite  these 
projects.  It  was  noted  that  the  dem¬ 
olition  of  old  structures  that  are  no 
longer  in  use  would  make  available 
property  that  had  already  met  the 
governmental  criteria.  Months  — 
and  in  some  instances  years  — 
could  be  deducted  from  the 
approval  process. 

A  few  of  the  older,  sub¬ 
standard  residences  have  already 
been  razed  to  make  way  for  recon¬ 
struction.  In  order  to  more  rapidly 
accommodate  the  most  individuals 
in  the  shortest  period  of  time,  an  increase 
in  the  density  of  housing  would  be  neces¬ 
sary.  It  was  decided  that  if  rental  apart¬ 
ments  and  townhouses  could  be  construct¬ 
ed  on  the  abandoned  youth  center  and 
library  site,  a  great  deal  of  progress  could 
take  place  almost  immediately. 
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'  No,  you  can’t  search  my  car,” 

"No,  you  can't  search  my  home,” 
"No,  1  don't  want  to  talk  with  you.” 
“Call  my  lawyer!/1 

Call  Guy  Seligman 

954-760-7600 

24  hours  a  day 
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Tribal  Employee  Weds  at  Headquarters  Park 

Doreen  Marshall  Ties  the  Knot  in  the  Chickee 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  It 

was  a  beautiful  spring  after¬ 
noon  on  May  2.  As  many 
Hollywood  Tribal  employees 
were  leaving  for  the  day,  sev¬ 
eral  employees  and  friends 
gathered  in  the  chickee  on  the 
north  side  of  the  parking  lot  in 
the  Henry  J.  Gopher  Employee 
Park.  That’s  where  Tribal 
employee  Doreen  Marshall 
joined  her  husband-to-be,  Guy 
Pollina,  just  before  exchanging 
wedding  vows. 

Dressed  in  an  elegant 
white  suit,  Marshall,  office 
manager  for  the  President’s 
Office,  and  Pollina,  dressed  all 
in  black,  were  married  in  a 
civil  ceremony. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Friends,  family  and  co-workers  joined  Doreen  and  Guy  for  the  ceremony 
in  the  chickee  at  the  Henry  J.  Gopher  Employee  Park. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  groom’s  son  Nick  Pollina  (L)  and  bride’s  son  Arden  Taber, 

Ph.D.  (R)  look  on  as  their  parents  wed.  The  bride’s  sister,  Sandy 
Seiner,  a  notary  public,  reads  the  vows. 


dedicated  to  in  2002.  She  said  this 
was  a  sweet  way  to  honor  and 
remember  Gopher. 

“It’s  wonderful  my  sister  is 
getting  married  in  this  park  because 
it’s  Henry  Gopher’s  park,”  Seiner 
said.  “I  loved  Henry  very  much  and 
so  did  she.” 

After  Marshall  and  Pollina 
said  their  vows  and  exchanged  rings, 
employees,  family  members  and 
friends  happily  congratulated  the 
couple  with  flowers,  cards  and  best 
wishes.  Their  guests  were  having 
fun  as  the  bride  and  groom  posed 
for  photos  and  ate  some  of  then- 
wedding  cake  while  joking  around. 

The  newlywed  couple 
announced  they  would  soon  leave 
for  their  honeymoon  —  a  romantic, 
seven-night  cruise  to  Alaska. 


The  groom,  who  says 
he’s  a  firearms  distributor,  avid 
photographer  and  decorated 
Vietnam  veteran,  is  originally 
from  the  New  York  City  area.  He 
said  he  met  Marshall  at  his  local 
country  club  about  nine  months 
ago.  Marshall  and  Pollina,  both 
previously  married,  said  neither 
had  any  idea  that  this  encounter 
would  lead  to  a  lifetime  commit¬ 
ment  as  husband  and  wife. 

The  notary  public  who 
performed  the  ceremony  also  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  Marshall’s  sister, 
Sandy  Seiner.  Seiner  is  also  a 
Tribal  employee,  working  as 
coordinator  of  office  operations  in 
the  Chairman’s  Office. 

Seiner  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Gopher,  who  the  park  was 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  happy  couple,  Guy  and  Doreen  Pollina 


*  Council 

Continued  from  page  1 

No.  1  for  additional  work  related  to  the  construction  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Police  Department 
Police  Station  on  the  Tampa  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  15:  Gulf  Building  Corporation 
agreement  phase  1  change  order  No.  3  for  additional 
work  related  to  Immokalee  administration; 

Resolution  16:  Engineering  Service 
Agreement  between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and 
Miller  Legg  and  Associates  for  engineering  services 
related  to  small  and  capital  improvements  projects  at 
all  Seminole  Indian  reservations; 

Resolution  17:  Engineering  Service 
Agreement  between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and 
Jordan  Jones  and  Goulding,  Inc.  for  engineering  serv¬ 
ices  related  to  infrastructure  at  all  Seminole  Indian 
reservations; 


Resolution  18:  Engineering  Service 
Agreement  between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and 
R2T,  Inc.  for  engineering  services  related  to  small  and 
capital  improvement  projects  at  all  Seminole  Indian 
reservations; 

Resolution  19:  Amendment  of  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  40  IK  plan; 

Resolution  20:  Approval  of  Second 
Amendment  to  American  Airlines  Arena  suite  license 
agreement; 

Resolution  28:  Approval  of  subcontract  with 
Jenkins  and  Charland,  Inc.  for  the  parking  garage  at 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Hollywood; 

Resolution  29:  Approval  of  subcontract  with 
Tiltcrete,  LLC  for  the  parking  garage  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Hollywood;  and 

Resolution  33:  Agreement  and  consent  to 
grant  of  easements  along  N.  64th  Avenue  (FPL  as 
grantee),  Hollywood  reservation. 


Seminole  Gospel  Singers  to  Release  New  CD 


Submitted  by  Keeno  King 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  When  you  put  two  musi¬ 
cal  Seminole  bom  again  believers  together  —  one 
from  Oklahoma  and  one  from  Florida  —  the  result  is 
enough  Gospel  songs  to  fill  a  CD. 

Keeno  King  on  vocals  and  Jonah  Cypress  on 
guitar  have  joined  forces  in  their  first  recording  ven¬ 
ture. 

In  the  past,  the  duo  were  members  of  a  group 
known  as  Big  Cypress  Gospel,  with  the  late  Leonard 
McCullough  and  Steve  Dotson,  with  Ronnie  Billie  on 
the  drums. 

Jonah  and 
Keeno,  food  servic¬ 
es  supervisor  at 
Ahfachkee  School, 
say  their  new 
recording  is  nothing 
fancy,  just  singing  a 
simple  message  in 
simple  songs.  They 
say  they  believe  the 
songs  are  presented 
in  such  a  way  that 
people  who  listen  to 
the  CD  will  be 
blessed  by  the 
sounds.  They  say 
God  gave  them  a 
gift  to  sing  and 
play,  and  they  are 
using  it  for  his 
glory. 

True 

believers  in  Jesus 
Christ  who  heed  the 
biblical  call  to  “be 
ye  separate  from  the 
world,”  these 
Christian  men  sing  only  good  old  gospel  music.  It  is 
their  hope  and  prayer  that  someone  will  hear  the  songs 
and  get  saved,  that  someone  hurting  will  be  uplifted, 
and  someone  sick  will  be  comforted. 

Some  of  the  songs  on  the  CD  are  in 
Muskogee  Creek.  “Heleluyvn  Yvhikares  ”  is  probably 
the  No.  1  song  in  Muskogee  Creek.  This  is  sung  just 


about  every  Sunday  in  churches  throughout  Oklahoma 
and  Florida,  according  to  Keeno.  So  they  have  put  it 
to  music  with  guitar.  They  hope  that  some  children 
will  leam  the  song  when  they  listen  to  it  over  and 
over. 

The  song  “Will  the  Circle  be  Unbroken"  is 
offered  in  memory  of  Keeno’s  mother,  Wisey 
Emarthle.  He  says  she  is  waiting  to  meet  him  in  heav¬ 
en,  where  the  family  circle  will  never  be  broken  again. 

Jonah  and  Keeno  have  sung  at  revivals, 
gospel  sings  and  senior  citizens’  get-togethers. 

Keeno’s  goal  through  this  recording  is  to  help  raise 


funds  for  his  old  church  in  Oklahoma,  Cold  Springs 
Baptist.  He  quotes  the  Bible:  “It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive.” 

Keeno  and  Jonah  would  like  to  say  thanks  to 
Keeno’s  wife,  Betty,  and  daughter  Lindsey  in  helping 
to  fund  this  recording.  You  can  reach  Keeno  at  (863) 
599-0439  or  (863)  983-6348  for  more  information. 
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Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
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•  Headaches  # 
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•  Joint  Pain 

•  Muscle  Pain 
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1  Si  CONSULTATION  * 
TO  ALL  TRIBAL  CITIZENS 


ANO  EMPLOYEES 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Fhy.sitfan 
10650  Fines  Btvd.  *  Pembroke  Fines 
(954)  452-5006 
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The  Immokalee  Seminole  community  was  represented  by  all  ages  on  their  “United  as  One”  float. 


Multicultural  Flavor  Spices  Harvest  Festival  Parade 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  small  rural  community  of  Immokalee 
has  been  host  to  the  Harvest  Festival  for  over  20  years. 

Until  recently  it  included  a  cattle  drive,  parade,  rodeo  and  car¬ 
nival.  This  line-up  was  replaced  by  a  block  party  during  the  past  three 
years. 

Wishing  to  return  the  festival  to  its  original  format,  Richard 
Rice,  executive  director  of  the  Immokalee  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
headed  a  committee  that  approached  the  Seminole  Tribe  for  assistance 
in  organizing  a  parade. 

The  result  was  overwhelming.  The  event  was  scheduled  for 
April  14  and  the  Tribal  community  responded  with  enthusiasm. 
Immokalee  Preschool  Center  Manager  Michelle  Aguilar  Ford  spread 
the  word  all  the  way  to  Hollywood  and  organization  got  under  way. 

Ford’s  vision  for  the  Preschool  Float  included  a  small  chickee 
with  a  garden  to  represent  the  growth  and  development  of  the  children. 
Kenny  Joe  Davis  Sr.,  parent  and  director  of  the  Immokalee  Seminole 
Youth  and  Livestock  Ranch,  provided  a  flatbed  trailer  and  constructed 
the  required  chickee.  His  son,  preschool  student  K.J.,  had  a  blast  help¬ 
ing  Dad  collect  and  tack  the  palm  fronds. 

Raymond  Mora  and  Dennis  Gonzalez  procured  topsoil, 
banana  trees,  and  dozens  of  young  tomato  and  pepper  plants  to  create 
the  garden.  Volunteers  from  the  Utilities  Department  came  to  the  rescue 
by  building  a  frame  and  tarp  to  protect  the  tender  plants  when  hard 
rains  threatened.  Child  size  garden  tools  were  used  as  props  and  the 
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Future  farmer  Brandon  Posada  rides  his  John  Deere  tractor  on  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Preschool  Float. 


Judy  Weeks 

K.J.  Davis  shows  his  dad,  Kenny  Joe  Davis  Sr.,  how  to  tack  cab¬ 
bage  fans  for  the  chickee  on  the  float. 


The  Immokalee  Community  float  was  a  creation  of  the 
administrative  staff,  Recreation  Department  and  Tribal  community 
members.  Working  together,  they  assembled  a  chickee  and  picnic  area 
with  a  small  picket  fence  in  tribal  colors.  Project  planners  and  partici¬ 
pants  Juanita  Martinez,  Tracey  DelaRosa,  Vanessa  Aguilar  and  Cecilia 
Pequeno  joined  Tribal  community  youth  on  the  float  with  the  theme 
“United  As  One.” 

Members  of  the  Seminole  community  at  Brighton  brought 
their  beautiful  patchwork-covered  trailer  adorned  with  a  wide  variety 
of  Seminole  dolls  in  many  shapes  and  sizes.  The  living  dolls  on  board 
in  beautiful  Seminole  attire  were  Brighton  Seminole  Princess  Amber 
Craig,  Brighton  Junior  Miss  McKayla  Snow  and  Lil  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Krysta  Burton. 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  rode  a  horse  in  the 
mounted  guard  accompanied  by  Gabriel  Acosta  and  Carl  Presley  of  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Youth  and  Livestock  Ranch.  Junior  Miss 
Seminole  Tianna  Hali  Garcia  waved  to  the  crowd  from  a  blue  sports 
car. 

In  addition  to  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  entries,  there  were  church¬ 
es,  schools,  police,  ROTC,  cheerleaders,  Color  Guard,  Collier  County 
Commissioner  Jim  Coletta  and  Hendry  County  Commissioner  Bill 
Maddox.  Florida 
Community  Bank  did  a 
fantastic  job  of  creating  a 
float  covered  with  people 
costumed  as  vegetables  to 
enhance  the  agricultural 
theme. 

The  entire  parade 
was  full  of  the  multicultur¬ 
al  flavor  that  makes  up  the 
Immokalee  community. 

The  Seminole 
Tribe  won  trophies  in  three 
categories  for  their  entries: 
lst-Immokalee  Preschool 
Float,  2nd-Brighton 
Princess  Float  and  3rd- 
Tribal  Community  Float. 
Honorable  Mention  went 
to  the  Seniors’  Float. 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
Director  Richard  Rice 
awarded  the  trophies  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Immokalee 
Advisory  Board. 
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Brighton  Seminole  Princess  Amber  Craig,  Brighton  Junior  Miss  McKayla  Snow  and  Lil  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Krysta  Burton  are  living  dolls  in  the  Harvest  Festival  Parade. 


center’s  Ruby  Garcia  donated  a  wooden  John  Deere  tractor 
for  the  occasion. 

Passengers  on  the  float  included  current  students 
Brandon  Posada,  Aspen  Tommie  and  Caniah  Billie  with  for¬ 
mer  students  Chelsey  Ford,  Jade  Tapia,  Lindsey  and  Lauren 
Posada,  accompanied  by  Michelle  Ford  and  Lorraine 
Posada.  Everyone  wore  Seminole  clothing  to  complete  the 
atmosphere. 

Lonnie  Gore,  site  manager  at  the  Senior  Center, 
enlisted  the  willing  services  of  Building  and  Grounds  and 
the  Council  employees  to  construct  an  elaborate  chickee  and 
camp  setting.  Immokalee  Council  Liaison  Ralph  Sanchez 
donated  the  supplies  and  Kenny  Joe  Davis  Sr.  provided  the 
poles  for  the  construction  project,  while  Abe  Rockwell 
donated  the  fans. 

With  Culture’s  Victor  Billie  attending  to  detail  and 
Gore,  Gayle  Greer,  Paula  Agado  and  Linda  Reyes  volunteer¬ 
ing,  the  project  quickly  became  a  reality. 

The  cooking  chickee  was  authentic  right  down  to 
the  last  detail  with  fire  grate,  pots,  kettles  and  a  stalk  of 
bananas.  Attending  to  the  cooking  chores  on  parade  day 
were  Rachel  Billie,  Delores  Jumper,  Mary  Sanchez  and 
Nancy  Motlow.  Elaine  Aguilar  watched  as  Linda  Frank 
ground  com  for  sofkee  in  the  foreground. 
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Little  Aspen  Tommie  (C)  tends  the  garden  while  Preschool  Center  Manager 
Michelle  Ford  (L)  and  former  student  Chelsey  Ford  (R)  watch. 
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Linda  Frank  grinds  corn  on  the  Immokalee  Seniors’  Float. 
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(L-R)  ISY&LR  Assistant  Director  Gabriel  Acosta,  2007  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  and  Carl  Presley  ride  as  the  mounted  guard  in 
the  parade. 
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Immokalee  Seminole  Youth 
Participate  in  Employment  Program 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The 
Immokalee  Seminole  Youth 
Employment  Program  was  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
responsibility  and  self-reliance  while 
offering  educational  incentives.  In 
order  to  he  eligible  for  the  program, 
the  apphcant  must  he  enrolled  in 
school  and  maintaining  a  good  grade 
point  average. 

Two  young  people  have 
met  the  above  criteria  at  the 
Immokalee  reservation  and  are  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
available  through  the  program. 

Jordan  Rodriguez,  14,  is  a 
student  at  Immokalee  Middle 
School,  where  he  has  been  earning 
above  average  grades.  For  extra  cur¬ 
ricular  activities,  he  enjoys  both 
baseball  and  football.  As  a  sports 
enthusiast,  Rodriguez  said  he  dreams 


Judy  Weeks 

Cheyenne  Mclnturff  helps  Ezekiel  Roberts  learn  his  numbers  while 
completing  a  follow-the-dots  puzzle. 


school  each  afternoon  and  report 
to  Immokalee  Librarian  Cris 
Marrero,  who  assigns  them  to  a 
work  detail.  Most  afternoons  are 
spent  assisting  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren  with  their  homework, 
ceramic  projects  and  computer 
skills. 

The  homework  assign¬ 
ments  in  high  school  are 
extremely  heavy  so  Mclnturff 
must  leave  work  each  day  at  5 
p.m.  As  the  library  closes, 
Rodriguez  begins  his  second  shift 
as  a  monitor  in  the  gym  where  he 
does  setup,  cleanup  and  mainte¬ 
nance  chores  under  the  direction 
of  Walter  Campbell  and 
Raymond  Mora. 

According  to  their  supe¬ 
riors,  both  of  these  youthful 
employees  show  leadership  quali¬ 
ties,  have  a  great  deal  of  patience 
and  are  very  well  liked  by  the 
youngsters  they  work  with. 


of  a  career  on  the  athletic  field  but  realizes 
this  is  unlikely  in  such  a  competitive 
atmosphere. 

Rodriguez’s  favorite  subject  in 
school  is  world  history,  where  he  is  learn¬ 
ing  about  other  races  and  cultures  and  then- 
relationship  to  the  lands  where  they  reside. 

He  said  he  is  especially  intrigued  by  the 
various  styles  of  clothing  that  have  evolved 
over  time  and  the  way  they  help  their 
wearer  adapt  to  different  environments.  He 
is  even  giving  some  thought  to  clothing 
design  as  a  profession. 

Cheyenne  Mclnturff  is  an  A/B 
student  at  Immokalee  High  School  with  a 
great  deal  of  artistic  talent.  At  16,  she  is 
leaning  toward  a  veterinary  career,  but 
isn’t  srue  that  she  could  handle  the  emo¬ 
tional  part  of  the  job.  If  this  doesn’t  materi¬ 
alize,  she  said  she  realizes  the  need  for 
higher  education  still  exists  and  will  major 
in  business  administration  and  digital  arts, 
particularly  computer  animation  and  spe¬ 
cial  effects. 

Drawing  isn’t  Mclnturff’s  only 
talent.  In  the  summer  of  2006  she  competed  in  the 
Indigenous  Games  and  was  the  first  female  gold 
medal  winner  in  Traditional  Archery. 

Rodriguez  and  Mclnturff  come  straight  from 


Judy  Weeks 

Jack  Aguilar  tells  Cheyenne  Mclnturff  that  he  wants  her  to 
stay  and  help  him  on  the  compnter. 


Judy  Weeks 

(Back  to  front)  Jordan  Rodriguez,  Cheyenne 
Mclnturff,  Jack  Aguilar  and  Neo  Motlow  (sitting 
on  lap)  practice  computer  skills  in  the  Immokalee 
Library. 


Judy  Weeks 

James  Mora  gives  his  teacher’s  aide,  Jordan 
Rodriguez,  a  hug. 
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Council  Views  Immokalee  Development  Plan 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Council  for  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  reviewed  progress  on  the 
Master  Plan  for  Immokalee  at  its  special  meeting  on 
April  20. 

During  the  previous  two  years,  Collier 
County  officials  and  an  advisory  board  had  been 
working  with  a  consulting  firm  to  devise  a  Master 
Plan  for  the  unincorporated  community  of  Immokalee, 
Fla.,  of  which  the  Immokalee  reservation  is  a  part. 

In  order  to  remain  well-informed  and  stay 
abreast  of  any  new  developments  that  might  affect  the 
Immokalee  Tribal  community,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  has  asked  that  the  Seminole  Tribe  have  a  rep¬ 
resentative  present  at  meetings  of  the  Immokalee 
Local  Redevelopment  Advisory  Board  and  Immokalee 
Master  Plan  and  Visioning  Committee.  Both  groups 
say  they  enthusiastically  welcome  any  Tribal  partici¬ 
pation. 

The  ILRAB  and  IMPVC  held  their  regular 
monthly  joint  meeting  on  April  18  to  discuss  the 
progress  being  made  on  the  Master  Plan  and  work  on 
a  lengthy  agenda  which  included  both  old  and  new 
business.  Tribal  citizen  Benny  Motlow  and  a  secretary 
attended  the  meeting  and  prepared  minutes  for  the 
information  of  the  Tribal  Council. 

As  a  result,  Motlow  invited  Fred  Thomas,  a 
member  of  both  the  Advisory  Board  and  the  Visioning 
Committee,  to  make  a  presentation  at  the  Tribal 
Council  meeting. 

Thomas  began  his  address  to  the  council 
with  an  explanation  of  the  goals  and  objectives  of 
both  organizations  and  their  desire  to  be  compatible 
with  the  outlook  of  the  Seminole  Tribal  community. 

According  to  Thomas,  the  Master  Plan  is 
being  designed  to  change  the  development  code  for 


the  rural  community  of  Immokalee  and  its  surrounding  the  l°cal  economy. 


Fred  Thomas  presents  the  proposed  Master  Plan 
agenda  to  the  Tribal  Council. 


he  pointed  out  the  tremendous  effect  it  would  have  on 


agricultural  lands. 

Placing  a  regional  context  map  on  an  easel, 
he  indicated  the  proposed  future  land  use  which  has 
been  designed  to  help  the  community  compete  and 
become  an  industrial  hub.  He  discussed  the  adverse 
effects  of  the  NAFTA  agreement  on  the  local  agricul¬ 
tural  economy  and  the  desire  to  reverse  these  losses. 

Beginning  with  an  analysis  of  the  Ave  Maria 
University  construction  and  the  Barron  Collier  Corp. 
development  program  for  its  surrounding  properties, 


Judy  Weel 

Max  Osceola,  Andrew  Bowers  and  David  Cypress  listen  intently  to  Fred 
Thomas’  presentation  at  the  Tribal  Council  meeting. 


In  addition,  Thomas  enumerated  both  pro¬ 
posed  and  approved  plans  for  road  construction  that 
would  impact  the  area’s  development.  He  said  the  fol¬ 
lowing  transportation  projects  are  on  the  table:  widen¬ 
ing  CR  858,  Camp  Keais  Road,  and  SR  82  from  1-75 
to  SR  29  with  a  bypass  behind  the  Immokalee  Airport. 
“The  Heartland  Corridor  for  central  and  south  Florida 
is  in  early  planning  stages  and  we  support  this  valu¬ 
able  transportation  artery  which  would  help  to  revital¬ 
ize  our  community,”  Thomas  said. 

“We  are  in  a  central  location  to  compete  for 
industry  and  commerce 
with  the  potential  for  a 
tourist  destination,  multi¬ 
cultural  corridor  and 
development  of  an  eco- 
tourism  venture.  The 
newly  approved 
Tradeport  will  attract 
unprecedented  industrial 
and  commercial  opportu¬ 
nities,”  he  concluded. 

Thanking  coun¬ 
cil  members  for  their 
interest,  Thomas  reiterat¬ 
ed  that  the  Seminole 
Tribe  is  welcome  to  send 
representatives  to  then- 
meetings  and  he  hopes 
that  they  will  want  to 
join  in  the  future  growth 
of  Immokalee. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


May  18,  2007 


❖  Frank 

Continued  from  page  1 


looked  or  thought  of  [my  efforts]  as 
something  that  would  be  considered 
achieving;  I  just  assumed  it  was  a  way 
of  life.” 

Fellow  department  and  Tribal 
employees  Tom  Gallaher,  Yolanda 
Liesdek,  Robert  Delorimiere  and 
Clifford  Boodram  joined  Frank  at  the 
ceremony. 

Frank  said  receiving  an  award 
was  a  unique  experience  for  him:  “I’ve 
been  involved  in  helping  identify  people 
[for  their  accomplishments],  but  never 
did  I  ever  think  about  me  as  identified  as 
one  of  those,”  he  said. 

The  guest  of  honor  said  the 
main  goal  for  him  has  always  been  the 
continued  support  and  welfare  of  native 
people  —  children  in  particular.  As  one 
of  the  first  Indians  to  attend  college, 
education  is  an  important  issue  to  him. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Joel  Frank  addresses  the  audience  during  his  acceptance  speech. 


Frank  displays  his  award  and  Pendleton  blanket  alongside  Lee  Tiger  (R) 
and  Ken  Robbins  (C). 


Those  efforts  led  to 
other  opportunities  including 
stints  as  president  of  the 
National  Indian  Gaming 
Association,  Executive 
Administrator  for  the  Tribe,  a 
commissionership  with  the 
National  Indian  Gaming 
Commission  and  becoming 
Executive  Director  of  the 
Seminole  Tribal  Housing 
Authority. 

His  work  continues  on 
a  different  course  now,  but  for 
the  same  causes.  Frank  said  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Grants 
Formulation  and  Government 
Relations  staff  are  geared 
toward  education,  housing  and 
other  areas  that  promote  Tribal 
welfare. 

“We’re  a  small  staff  in 
this  department,  but  we  have  a 
hefty  responsibility,”  he  said. 


“The  Tribe’s  very  existence  is 
through  the  children,  because  that  is  the 
future  of  the  Tribe,”  Frank  said.  “As  a 
warrior  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  I  want  to 
protect  the  people,  making  sure  that  they 
have  a  ...  decent  life.” 

Part  of  his  passion  toward 
change  and  prosperity  for  natives  was 
sparked  by  an  incident  involving  a  fel¬ 
low  Tribal  citizen  in  years  past.  As  many 
children  were  being  taken  from  their 
reservations  and  placed  in  foster  homes 
through  state  or  private  organizations 
and  agencies,  Frank  decided  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  it. 

“The  highlight  of  my  career 
was  being  involved  in  creating  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act,  back  in  the 
late  ’70s,”  Frank  said.  “It  gives  Tribes  Chris  Jenki 

and  families  an  opportunity  to  say  where  Deer  Clan  Productions  Entertainment  performers  John  Grant 
their  children  should  be  placed  and  stih  (L)  and  Daniel  Tramper  (R). 

maintain  their  identities.”  _ 
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Communications,  Broadcasting  Relocate 

Departments  Leave  Headquarters  for  Tepee 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Boxes  are  being  fdled 
and  piled  high.  The  moving  men  are  coming  to  take  us 
away.  Yes,  that’s  right.  The  Broadcasting  and 
Communications  departments,  including  The  Seminole 
Tribune,  are  moving  out  of  the  headquarters  building 
at  6300  Stirling  Road  and  going  to  a  famous 
Hollywood  landmark. 

Community  Channel  WSBC  wih  remain  at 
the  Tribal  headquarters. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Construction  is  already  underway  at  the  Tepee 


Chickees  are  the  traditional  Seminole 
dwehings,  but  now  some  Tribal  citizens  and  employ¬ 
ees  are  moving  into  a  tepee  —  the  old  Tepee  Western 


Business  Manager  Dariine  Buster  of  the 
Communication  Department  packs  up  her  belong¬ 
ings  in  preparation  for  the  move. 

Wear  building,  that  is.  Broadcasting  and 
Communications  are  in  the  process  of  relocating  into 
the  newly  renovated  tepee.  A  few  changes  have 
occurred  inside  already,  such  as  the  removal  of  walls 
and  installation  of  a  dozen  work  stations  and  carpet¬ 
ing.  If  you  are  not  familiar  with  this  location,  look  for 
a  large  tepee  on  the  roof  next  to  the  Warriors  Boxing 
gym  on  State  Road  7  and  across  the  street  from  the 
Hollywood  Seminole  Classic  Casino.  The  new  address 
is  3560  N.  State  Road  7. 

In  the  next  issue  of  The  Tribune,  please  look 
for  more  information  about  the  move  after  the  two 
departments  settle  into  their  new  offices. 


The  new  home  of  Broadcasting  and  Communications  at  the  former  Tepee  Western  Wear  store. 
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Education  *  Emahaayeeke  ❖  Keiretv 


Ahfachkee  Students  Learn  the  Value  of  Money  and  Community 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  April  was  National 
Financial  Literacy  Month.  To  emphasize  its  impor¬ 
tance,  the  Ahfachkee  School  hosted  an  event  to  teach 
students  how  to  he  wise  with  money. 

Principal  Terry  Porter  explained:  “Ever  since 
the  acquisition  of  the  Hard  Rock  chain,  a  lot  of  people 
from  the  media  have  been  asking  questions  about  the 
Seminole  Tribe.  They  are  coming  from  the  outside 
in,  but  I  believe  what’s  really  important  at 
Ahfachkee  is  what  we  are  doing  on  the  inside  to 
help  our  children  understand  that  this  acquisition  is 
a  great  responsibility  that  they  will  have  to  manage 
someday  for  future  generations.” 

Porter  said  the  lessons  he  and  the  school’s 
teachers  want  the  children  to  learn  go  beyond  fis¬ 
cal  responsibility.  These  are  the  children  who  will 
some  day  be  Tribal  leaders,  he  said. 

“We  want  to  teach  the  students  to  become 
critical  thinkers,  to  learn  how  to  he  good  decision 
makers,  not  just  to  achieve  financial  success,  hut  to 
become  productive  citizens,  while  at  the  same  time 
being  committed  to  the  preservation  of  their  cul¬ 
ture.” 

Because  most  children  do  not  fully  under¬ 
stand  yet  what  hardships  were  endured  by  then- 
ancestors,  it  is  important  they  learn  from  their  eld¬ 
ers,  respect  their  sacrifices  and  honor  their  culture, 
he  said. 


classroom  store  or  save  for  field  trips. 

The  object  is  to  teach  students  there  are 
rewards  for  good  behavior  and  following  class  rules. 
Just  as  they  would  on  the  job,  they  earn  purchasing 
power  for  being  on  time  and  doing  their  assigned 
work.  The  students’  “Ahfachkee  dollars”  go  into  a 
school  checking  account.  Spending  has  consequences, 
so  the  project  is  a  tool  for  learning  how  to  manage 


One  way  to  accomplish  this,  Porter  said, 
is  to  encourage  more  community  involvement  in 
Ahfachkee  School  and  to  teach  the  children  the 
value  of  teamwork. 

As  a  first  step, 

Big  Cypress  residents 
were  invited  to  the 
school’s  Financial 
Literacy  Program  on 
April  16  to  engage  in 
after-school  activities 
with  the  students  and 
their  teachers  at  the 
Herman  Osceola 
Gymnasium. 

Students  made 
two  presentations  about 
principles  of  money 
management. 

Fourth-graders 
performed  a  skit  titled 
“Hey!  Where’s  My 
Paycheck?”  It  was  writ¬ 
ten  and  directed  by  the 
students  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  their  teacher, 

Orlando  Garcia,  and 
teacher  aide,  Julius 
Gray. 


Boat  race  (L-R):  Haden  Littlebear,  Matthew  Bluebird, 
Christian  Alexander  and  teacher  Alison  McCulloch. 


The  skit  was 
based  on  an  actual 
ongoing  school  project 
taking  place  in  which 
students  earn 
“Ahfachkee  dollars”  to 
purchase  items  at  their 


The  fourth  grade  students  had  a  team  building  workshop  in  which  they  per¬ 
formed  a  skit  entitled  “Hey,  where’s  my  paycheck?”  (L-R,  Front  row)  Sabre 
Billie,  Katherine  Bert,  (L-R,  Second  row)  Christian  Alexander,  Kaitlin  Osceola, 
Leandra  Rodriguez,  Leauna  Billie,  Michelle  Jimmie,  Nathaniel  Jim,  (L-R,  Back 
row)  Gloria  Brooks,  Mathew  Bluebird,  Haden  Littlebear  and  Mika  Lopez. 


money.  Students  may  receive  smaller  paychecks  if 
they  do  not  obey  the  class  rules,  so  it  is  also  a  behav¬ 
ior  modification  tool  that  teaches  children  there  are 
consequences  for  messing  up  on  the  job. 

The  high  school  students  showed  off  their 
newly  learned  skills,  creating  a  slide  show,  known  in 
the  business  world  as  a  PowerPoint  presentation. 

Titled  “Save  Your  Money,”  it  told  a  story  about  two 
pigs  named  Swish  and  Slam,  famous  basketball  stars 
who  made  a  lot  of  money.  One  pig  saved  his  money, 
hut  the  other  always  spent  his.  When  both  pigs  had 
serious  injuries,  one  was  broke  and  couldn’t  afford  to 
go  to  the  doctor,  hut  the  other  could  pay  for  good 
medical  care. 

After  the  performances,  two  challenging 
games  paired  adults  with  students  to  practice  critical 
thinking  and  team  building. 

Critical  thinking  is  how  one  makes  wise  deci¬ 
sions;  team  building  is  how  one  works  with  others  to 
achieve  worthwhile  goals.  Both  are  qualities  needed 
for  successful  living,  Porter  said.  “We  have  to  teach 
the  children  to  he  critical  thinkers  so  they  don’t  forget 
about  their  past.  We  have  the  opportunity  at  the  school 


to  start  a  good  foundation  to  preserve  the  culture.  I 
want  the  students  to  understand  that  the  Seminoles 
were  always  wealthy,  but  their  wealth  was  not  meas¬ 
ured  in  terms  of  money  —  it  was  measured  in  then- 
kinship,  sense  of  community  and  culture.  The 
Seminole  community  is  the  key  to  their  rich  past,”  he 
said. 

Porter  said  he  hopes  community  residents 
will  understand  that  this  is  their  school  and  to  realize 
how  fortunate  they  are  to  have  it.  “We  have  made 
many  strides  at  the  school  but  we  still  have  a  long  way 
to  go,”  he  said. 

The  children  seemed  very  interested  and 
excited  about  the  games  as  they  paired  up  with  their 
community  partners  in  the  team-building  experience. 

The  first  game  was  “Float  Your  Boat”  and  the 
task  was  to  build  a  boat  or  raft  that  would  float  in  a 


tub  of  water.  Everyone  had  the  same  amount  of  alu¬ 
minum  foil  and  tape  to  work  with  to  make  a  boat 
smaller  than  an  8  'A-by- 1 1 -inch  piece  of  paper,  with 
sides  no  more  than  2  inches  high. 

The  children  and  their  partners  had  to  use 
their  critical  thinking  skills  to  make  a  boat  that,  once 
put  in  water,  could  carry  a  load  of  golf  balls.  The  boat 
that  could  hold  the  most  golf  balls  and  still  float  would 
win. 

When  they  were  ready,  the  teams  gathered 
around  the  tub  of  water  to  take  turns  floating  theft- 
boats.  The  watchers  enthusiastically  counted  out  loud 
as  golf  balls  were  added  one  by  one. 

These  shallow  boats  varied  greatly  in  size  and 
shape.  Some  sank  after  five  or  six  balls  were  added. 
Some  boats  still  floated  holding  12  golf  balls;  others 
even  more.  With  many  teams  competing,  it  took  quite 
a  long  time  but  no  one  seemed  to  mind.  When  one 
team  stacked  up  18  balls  it  seemed  unbelievable  that 
such  a  thin  structure  of  aluminum  could  hold  up  so 
much  weight. 

Everyone  cheered  when  student  Benny 
Hernandez  and  his  partner,  Jose  Solano,  won  the 
game.  Their  tiny  aluminum  boat 
held  28  golf  balls. 

The  next  game  was  a  sail¬ 
boat  race.  Each  team  had  to  make 
another  aluminum  foil  boat,  this 
time  with  a  paper  sail  and  a  straw. 
Then  the  boat  would  be  put  in  a  long 
narrow  trough  of  water,  about  5 
inches  deep  at  one  end  where  a  big 
fan  would  blow  on  the  sails  of  the 
boat  and  send  it  down  the  trough. 
The  boat  with  the  fastest  speed 
would  win.  No  one  was  allowed  to 
touch  the  boat  once  it  was  put  in  the 
water. 

The  winners  of  the  boat 
race  were  sisters  Monique  and 
Michele  Jimmie,  whose  handmade 
craft  finished  the  race  in  a  phenome¬ 
nal  6.9  seconds.  Their  prize  was 
lunch  with  Porter  and  a  Wal-Mart 
gift  card. 

The  second  place  winners 
were  Jazmine  Billie  and  Trinity 
Williams  with  8.7  seconds.  In  third 
place  were  were  Benny  Hernandez  and  Jose  Solano 
with  8.8  seconds. 

The  program  ended  with  a  buffet  dinner  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  by  the  school’s  cafeteria  staff. 

Porter  said  he  really  appreciated  that  his 
teachers  and  staff  spent  their  extra  time  to  produce  a 
wonderful  program,  and  he  hopes  there  will  be  even 
more  community  participation  in  school  events  in  the 
future. 

Porter  extended  special  thanks  to  Keeno 
King,  food  services  supervisor,  and  the  Ahfachkee 
kitchen  staff  for  preparing  a  delicious  meal. 

In  closing,  Porter  acknowledged  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress  for  his  encour¬ 
agement  and  support  of  this  special  event. 
“Councilman  Cypress  really  promotes  teamwork  and 
is  truly  supportive  of  Ahfachkee  School,”  he  said. 


Ahfachkee  School  Field  Day  Turns  into  Fun  Day  for  Students 


Felix  DoBosz 


A  young  Red  team  student  smiles  as  he 
hops  to  the  finish  line  in  the  sack  race. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Students  in  the  Bucket  Brigade  empty 
water  buckets  mounted  atop  their 
heads. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  April  25, 
Ahfachkee  School  celebrated  spring  with  a 
field  day  at  the  BC  softball  field. 
Approximately  150  students  from  kinder¬ 
garten  through  12th  grade  competed  in 
these  fun- filled  activities. 

The  children  wore  different  col¬ 
ored  T-shirts  to  identify  them  as  members 
of  the  Black,  Green,  Blue,  or  Red  team. 
The  field  games  required  skill,  coordina¬ 
tion  and  teamwork  while  striving  to  win 
points.  Older  students  took  the  time  to 
offer  their  younger  team  members  encour¬ 
agement  and  a  helping  hand. 

The  activities  consisted  of  picnic 
games  such  as  sneaker  scramble,  javelin 
throwing  of  Styrofoam  noodles,  water 
bucket  brigades  and  sack  races.  Most  of 
the  kids  seemed  to  enjoy  these  challenging 
games  and  were  laughing  and  smiling 
throughout  the  sunny  day.  Students  and 
teachers  enjoyed  a  delicious  lunch  that  was 
served  up  by  Sonny’s  BBQ  under  the 
shade  of  the  big  white  tent.  Winning  teams 
were  awarded  medals  with  engravings  on 
the  back  and  colorful  ribbons  for  their 
achievements. 

PE  Teacher  and  Coach  Randall 
Cleckler  explained  the  field  day  activities: 
“This  is  just  a  time  we  can  come  together 
and  have  some  sportsmanship,  some  coop¬ 
eration,  and  some  team  building  skills.  We 
have  10  stations  set  up  for  10  different 
games  and  sock  hop  relays,  most  of  them 
are  relays,  some  water  relays,  and  bucket 
brigade.  We  have  an  Olympic  copy  cat 
event  throwing  swimming  noodles  as  a 
javelin,  that’s  for  distance.  We  also  have 
can  catch,  they’re  throwing  tennis  balls 
into  different  size  buckets  for  points.  We 
do  have  an  obstacle  course  and  a  tug  of 
war  for  champions.  We  have  a  sneaker 
scramble.  They  tend  to  enjoy  that  one  — 
it’s  a  lot  of  fun.  Winning  team  gets  10 
points  and  losing  team  gets  5  points,  and 
then  they  can  be  rewarded  or  points  taken 
away  for  behavior  and  conduct  . . .  that’s 
up  to  the  teachers. 

“At  the  end  we’ll  accumulate 
those  points  and  we  find  out  the  top  team, 
which  goes  immediately  to  the  champi¬ 
onship  tug  of  war.  We  time  the  remaining 
teams  in  the  obstacle  course  and  they  hid 
for  seeds  there  and  whoever  wins  the 
obstacle  course  goes  to  the  championship 
against  the  first  team  and  then  everybody 
else  is  placed  according  to  time.  They  get 
medals  for  grand  champions.  Everybody 
gets  a  medal  ...  the  last  three  teams  get 
honorable  mentions.” 

It  was  a  fun-filled  event  and 
everyone  involved  looked  like  a  winner 
and  really  had  a  good  time. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  sneaker  scramble  has  kids  throwing 
off  their  sneakers,  then  racing  to  put 
them  back  on  quickly. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Students  from  the  Red  team  walk  across  the  field  to  prepare  for  the  next  race. 


Felix  DoBosz 

An  older  student  helps  a  young  Green 
team  student  along  in  the  sack  race. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Young  students  from  the  Blue  team  run  across  the  field  in  a  relay  race. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Students  pass  buckets  of  water  down  the  line  without  spilling  any,  learning  team 
building  skills. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Students  sneakers  piled  high  in  a  pile. 


A  young  Green  team  student  receives  an 
assist  from  a  bunch  of  older  students  in 
the  sack  race. 
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Kids  Get  On  the  TRAIL  to  Lifelong  Good  Health 

Boys  &  Girls  Club  Promotes  Diabetes  Prevention ,  Cultural  Exchange 


lot  of  different  things,  but  the  main 
focus  is  on  diabetes.  The  message 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  It  was  a  pic¬ 
ture  perfect  afternoon  on  April  24  with  not  to  kids  is:  Being  healthy  is  a  life- 
a  cloud  in  the  big  blue  sky,  just  a  nice  soft  time  choice,  and  by  making  that 
breeze  with  plenty  of  sunshine  for  the  “On  choice  of  being  healthy  you  greatly 
the  TRAIL”  events  at  the  softball  field. 

Health  — 


especially  diabetes 
awareness  and  pre¬ 
vention  —  and  cul¬ 
ture  were  the  topics 
of  the  day  for  the 
youth  program 
aimed  mainly  at  8- 
to- 10-year-olds. 

James  Holt, 

a  counselor  for  the  Boys  &  Girls  Club  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  said, 
“TRAIL  stands  for  Together  Raising 
Awareness  for  Indian  Life.  It  touches  on  a 


increase  the  chance  of  preventing 
diabetes  and 


“We  want  you  to  be 
healthy,  because  we  want 
you  to  be  here  for  a  long 
time”  -  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 


■  other  dis¬ 
eases.” 

Max 

Osceola  Jr., 
Hollywood 
council  repre¬ 
sentative, 
offered  wel- 


The  Evolution  of  Dance 

The  songs  are  played  con¬ 
secutively  in  the  video,  with  two  of 
the  same  songs  played  twice 
(Duration  in  minutes  of  any  partic¬ 
ular  song-clip  played  in  that  origi¬ 
nal  video  are  shown  in  parentheses.) 

*  “Hound  Dog”  -  Elvis  Presley 
(00.00  -  00.14) 

*  “The  Twist”  -  Chubby  Checker 
(00.14  -  00.31) 

*  “Stayin’  Alive”  -  The  Bee  Gees 
(00.31  -  00.38) 

*  “Y.M.C.A.”  -  The  Village  People 
(00.38  -  00.56) 

*  “Kung  Fu  Fighting”  -  Carl 
Douglas  (00.56  -  01.03) 

*  “Keep  On”  -  The  Brady  Bunch 
(01.03  -  01.17) 

*  “Greased  Lightnin’“  -  John 
Travolta  (01.17  -  01.28) 

*  “You  Shook  Me  All  Night  Long”  - 
AC/DC  (01.28  -  01.42) 

*  “Billie  Jean”  -  Michael  Jackson 
(01.42  -  01.50) 

*  “Thriller”  -  Michael  Jackson 
(01.50  -  01.58) 

*  “Oompa  Loompa”  -  Willy  Wonka, 
a  soundtrack  of  the  film:  Willy 
Wonka  &  the  Chocolate  Factory 
(01.58  -  02.04) 

*  “Mr.  Roboto”  -  Styx  (02.04  - 
02.14) 

*  “Break  Dance  (Electric  Boogie)“  - 
West  Street  Mob  (02.14  -  02.28) 

*  “Walk  Like  An  Egyptian”  -  The 
Bangles  (02.28  -  02.36) 

*  “The  Chicken  Dance”  -  Bob 
Karnes  (02.36  -  02.42) 

*  “Mony  Mony”  -  Billy  Idol  (02.42  - 
02.57) 

*  “Ice  Ice  Baby”  -  Vanilla  Ice  (02.57 

-  03.11) 

*  “U  Can’t  Touch  This”  -  MC 
Hammer  (03.12  -  03.42) 

*  “Love  Shack”  -  The  B-52’s  (03.42 

-  03.46) 

*  “Apache”  -  The  Sugar  hill  Gang 
(03.46  -  04.02) 

*  “Jump  Around”  -  House  of  Pain 
(04.02  -  04.15) 

*  “Baby  Got  Back”  -  Sir  Mix-A-Lot 
(04.15  -  04.22) 

*  “Tub  thumping”  -  Chumbawamba 
(04.22  -  04.32) 

*  “What  Is  Love”  -  Haddaway 
(04.32  -  04.40) 

*  “Cotton  Eye  Joe”  -  Rednex  (04.40 

-  05.01) 

*  “Macarena”  -  Los  Del  Rio  (05.01  - 
05.06) 

*  “Bye  Bye  Bye”  -  N’Sync  (05.06  - 
05.29) 

*  “Lose  Yourself’  -  Eminem  (05.29  - 
05.33) 

*  “Hey  Ya!”  -  Outkast  (05.33  - 
05.39) 

*  “Dirt  Off  Your  Shoulder”  -  Jay-Z 
(05.39  -  05.49) 

*  “Ice  Ice  Baby”  -  Vanilla  Ice 
(Lyrics  played:  “Yo,  let’s  get  outta 
here.  Word  to  your  mother”.)  (05.49 

-  05.52) 

*  “Bye  Bye  Bye”  -  N’Sync  (Lyrics 
played:  “Bye,  bye,  bye”.)  (05.52  - 
06.00) 


commg 

remarks  and  motivation  for  the  kids 
and  parents  in  attendance.  Speaking 
to  the  children,  he  said,  “We  want 
you  to  be  healthy,  because  we  want 
you  to  be  here  for  a  long  time  and 
so  with  this  diabetes  training  that 
helps  you,  because  they  are  saying 
another  thing,  that  an  ounce  of  pre¬ 
vention  is  better  than  a  pound  of 
cure.  What  that  means  is  that  if  you 
can  prevent  a  disease,  that’s  better 
than  treating  it,  OK,  so  what  you  leam 
makes  you  healthy,  and  when  it  makes  you 
healthy  it  makes  your  family  healthy,  and 
when  it  makes  your  family  healthy,  it 
makes  our  Tribe  healthy.” 

Gloria  Wilson,  Hollywood  board 
representative,  told  the  kids  how  important 
it  is  to  leam  good  nutrition  early  by  eating 
healthy  foods  with  reasonable  portions,  and 
how  important  it  is  to  stay  healthy. 

Leoma  Poore,  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Club,  joined  Osceola  and  Wilson  in  pre¬ 
senting  achievement  certificates  to  the  kids 
who  passed  the  diabetes  health  program. 

Michael  Jock,  Pueblo  of  Acoma, 
N.M.  Tribal  member  and  education  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  Pueblo  of  Acoma  Boys  & 

Girls  Club,  was  the  featured  guest  at  this 
cultural  exchange  event.  He  gave  a  little 
pep  talk  to  the  kids  and  promoted  this  mes¬ 
sage:  “I’m  still  learning  and  going  to 
school,  so  continue  to  leam  and  have  fun 
today,  all  right.”  This  dynamic  young  man 
and  leader  from  the  sister  club  in  Pueblo  of 
Acoma  is  also  a  guitarist. 

When  the  local  community  band 
Hybiskus  entertained  the  gathering  under 
the  shade  of  a  big  white  tent,  Jock  joined 
right  in  and  enjoyed  himself.  With  R.C. 
North  on  vocals  and  lead  guitar,  Big  Bad 
Bob  (aka  Robert  North)  on  chums  and  Eric 
Bricker  on  bass,  the  group  played  classic 
rock  tunes  that  everyone  except  the  kids 
seemed  to  recognize. 

Hybiskus  started  off  with  some 
original  tunes,  followed  quickly  by  the 
Johnny  Cash  classic  “Folsom  Prison 
Blues,  ”  which  turned  into  an  instant  fan 
pleaser.  The  band  then  dusted  off  a  slow 
and  haunting  “Knockin  ’  on  Heaven  s 
Door,  ’’  a  Bob  Dylan  classic,  as  kids  lis¬ 
tened  and  munched  on  a  healthy  meals 
provided  by  the  Boys  &  Girls  Club.  After 
that  slow  song,  it  was  time  for  a  catchy 
foot  stompin’  rendition  of  another  Dylan 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  band  Hybiskus  performs  at  the  “On  the  TRAIL”  event  for 
B&G  Club.  R.C.  North  on  vocals  and  lead  guitar,  Big  Bad  Bob  (aka 
Robert  North)  on  drums,  Eric  Bricker  on  Bass,  Michael  Jock  from 
Pueblo  of  Acoma,  on  Rhythm  guitar. 


Children  who  completed  the  TRAIL 

Diabetes  Prevention  Program: 

Luke  Baxley  Jr. 

Neyom  Osceola 
Knananochet  Osceola 
Dorian  Jumper 
River  Dillion 
Deila  Harjo 
Fairuza  Billie 
Anissa  Osceola 
Devan  Bowers 
Amanda  Dicarlo 
Raymond  Osceola 
Marsha  Osceola 
Raevin  Frank 
Marissa  DiCarlo 
Baylee  Micco 
Tameron  Wilcox 
Tristen  Wilcox 
Isabel  Tucker 
Eden  Jumper 
Aaron  Osceola 
Jonathan  Bowers 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  evolution  of  dance  performed  by  talented  Isabel  Tucker 
and  Marissa  DiCarlo  from  the  B&G  Club. 


Felix  DoBosi 

Michael  Jock,  a  Pueblo  of  Acoma,  shared  his  message:  “I’m 
still  learning  and  going  to  school  so  continue  to  learn  and 
have  fun  today,  all  right.” 


Young  Neko  Osceola  looks  surprised  to  hear  his  name. 

classic,  “All  Along  the  Watchtower.  ”  RC 
sang  it  out,  “. .  .and  the  wind  began  to 
howl.”  Hybiskus  concluded  with  Bob 
Seger  and  the  Silver  Bullet  Band’s  ’70s 
classic,  “Turn  the  Page.  ” 

The  kids  performed  a  dance  num¬ 
ber  called  “The  Evolution  of  Dance.”  It 
was  a  fun-filled  segment  demonstrated  by 
Isabel  Tucker  and  Marissa  DiCarlo  from 
the  Boys  &  Girls  Club.  They  danced  in 
unison,  laughing  to  a  wide  assortment  of 
pop  music  dances  from  the  past  50  years, 
compressed  into  mere  minutes.  Each  new 
sample  time  was  met  with  spontaneous 
laughter  from  everyone  watching  these  two 
talented  and  amusing  performers  who 
danced  out  the  steps  to  these  hits  from  the 
past. 

Looking  to  the  future,  emcee 
Thommy  Dowd,  assistant  director  of  the 
Boys  &  Girls  club,  said  he’s  excited  about 
a  new  club  program  to  keep  kids  safe  while 
surfing  the  internet.  Titled  “NET  SMART,” 
it  will  be  implemented  by  Officer  Ulysses 
Boldin  of  the  Seminole  Police  Department. 


helix  DoBosz 

RC  North  plays  guitar  and  sings  vocals  as  his  dad  Robert 
North  plays  drums  in  the  background. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  evolution  of  dance  is  a  real  kicker  as  performed  by  Isabel  Tucker  and  Marissa 
DiCarlo  from  the  Boys  &  Girls  Club. 


ATTENTION: 


msmm 

Press  (he  following  for  your  reservation: 

Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  far  Big  Cypress  a  Immakatae 
Press  3  for  Brighton.  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

This  niuiiber  Ft  ■villBblff  5  pm  li  I  p.m.  Hfimfirf  la  irldar  - 131  Dm  Saiuidiy  t  Susds  i 


Criminal  Defense 


— — ♦ 

DU  I 
VOP 

FELONY  8:  MISDEMEANOR 
Domestic  Violence 
FAMILY  LAW 
Child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
- « - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
C  lewiston.  Florida 

- » - 


THE  LAW  OFFICE  OF 

JOSEPH  “JODY”  M.  HENDRY,  11 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 
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Brian  Zepeda  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the 
materials  required  to  do  fine  bead  work. 


placed  the  children  within  easy  access  of  the  culture 
activities.  In  addition,  the  seniors’  facilities  are 
located  on  the  ground  floor  and  this  makes  it  easy 
for  them  to  participate  in  the  program. 

At  the  end  of  each  school  day,  the  young¬ 
sters  pour  into  the  library  for  homework,  tutoring 
and  extracurricular  activities.  As  they  complete  then 
assignments,  they  can  move  into  the  culture  area 
where  projects  and  assistance  are  readily  available. 
Beading,  storytelling,  wood  craft,  sewing  and  basket 
making  are  becoming  a  regular  schedule  and  the 
group  of  participants  is  growing  daily. 

A  number  of  seniors  have  joined  Carol 
Cypress  in  the  early  afternoons  to  learn  the  historic 
and  time-consuming  art  of  creating  bandolier  bags. 
These  beautiful  pieces  of  artwork  have  deep  roots  in 
the  Seminole  culture  and  originated  among  the 


of  art  and  was  commissioned  to  make  the  ones 
worn  in  the  life  size  displays  at  the  Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki  Museum  in  Big  Cypress.  In  addition,  she  has 
two  of  her  finished  products  on  display  in  the 
current  “Native  Artists:  Masters  of  Tradition” 
exhibit. 

With  a  small  group  of  interested  seniors 
surrounding  her,  Carol  explained  the  care  that 
must  be  taken  in  selecting  the  proper  materials, 
cutting  out  the  pattern  and  laying  out  the  bead- 
work  designs.  With  a  careful  eye  to  detail,  she 
demands  accuracy  at  all  times  and  keeps  meas¬ 
uring  devices  and  markers  close  at  hand 
throughout  the  creative  process.  She  stresses  that 
observing  is  learning. 

By  the  end  of  the  second  day,  her  stu¬ 
dents  were  well  along  on  their  creative  journey. 
They  had  cut  out  the  fabrics,  basted  the  inner 
facings  and  laid  out  their  beading  patterns. 

Meanwhile,  the  youngsters  were  busy 
putting  together  small  purses.  Selecting  their 
heads  and  laying  out  the  patterns  was  an  easy 
task  compared  to  the  actual  heading  operation, 
which  was  a  very  time-consuming  learning 
experience.  However,  the  children  appeared  to 
he  deeply  engrossed  in  their  project  and  eager  to 
continue. 

On  April  24  Brian  Zepeda  of  the  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  staff  gave  an  informative 
presentation  to  the  entire  group.  He  discussed 
the  history  and  cultural  significance  of  the  ban¬ 
doliers  in  a  comprehensive  manner  that  was  well 
adapted  to  such  a  wide  range  of  ages.  Giving 
close  attention  to  the  proper  selection  of  materi¬ 
als  and  tools,  he  then  proceeded  to  the  actual 
fabrication. 

Zepeda’s  captive  audience  hung  on  his 
every  word  as  he  described  the  occasions  when 
the  bandoliers  were  worn  and  the  many  sources 
of 


Judy  Weeks 

Ruth  Osceola  hand-bastes  her  bandolier  strap. 


Culture  Classes  Attract  All  Ages 

Kids,  Seniors  Master  Tribal  Crafts 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Culture  is  an  important 
part  of  everyone’s  life.  It  helps  us  to  understand 
who  we  are,  what  we  are  and  where  we  came  from. 

Seminole  Tribal  citizens  are  very  conscious 
of  the  need  to  pass  on  these  basic  concepts  in  an 
effort  to  keep  the  Tribe  strong  and  preserve  its  his¬ 
tory  as  well  as  prepare  for  future  generations.  With 
this  in  mind,  culture  is  taught  on  each  of  the  reser¬ 
vations. 


inhabitants  of  the 
Southeastern  United 
States.  They  are  not  only 
for  ornamentation  hut  have 
spiritual  significance  as 
well. 

Each  bandolier 
and  its  corresponding  bag 
are  a  one  of  a  kind  art¬ 
work.  Designed  and  craft- 


Judy  Weeks 

Eliza  Mora  is  intent  on  stitching  her  first  length  of  Seminole  designs. 


Judy  Weeks 

Lily  Mora  pays  close  attention  to  detail  as  she  gauges  the  distance  between 
strips. 


Immokalee’s  Culture  Department  has 
always  been  available  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
new  administration  building,  it  is  beginning  to 
flourish.  Its  headquarters  are  now  located  on  the 
second  floor  in  conjunction  with  the  library  and  the 
Education  Department.  After-school  programs  have 


ed  by  the  warriors  they 
adorned,  these  power¬ 
ful  instruments  were 
worn  for  religious  cere¬ 
monies,  councils,  mat¬ 
ters  of  state  and  con¬ 
flict.  So  powerful  is 
their  spiritual  aspect 
that  only  the  warriors 
and  elder  women  of  the 
clans  could  be  involved 
in  their  creation. 

Carol  Cypress 
has  spent  years  learning 
the  correct  methods  for 
producing  these  works 

aiiaciimeiii  oi  rauiic, 
they  became  more 
adept  at  gauging  the 
distance  between  the 
seams.  Their  initial 
frustration  was  turn¬ 
ing  into  confidence 
and  ultimately  you 
could  see  the  pride  in 
their  workmanship. 
Many  of  the  young¬ 
sters  had  completed 
2-foot-long  designs 
by  the  end  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  meeting. 

All  the  stu¬ 
dents  had  one  thing  in 
common.  They 
repeatedly  remarked 
about  what  a  good 
time  they  were  having 
and  asked  how  soon 
they  could  return. 
Learning  can  be  fun, 
especially  when  your 
heart  is  in  your  work. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Carol  Cypress  teaches  Nancy  Motlow  and  Ruth  Osceola  the  proper 
way  to  interface  their  fabrics. 


information  available  on  the  subject.  For  instance, 
he  has  closely  studied  old  portraits,  photographs  and 
manuscripts  while  creating  the  ones  he  wears  during 
historical  reenactments. 

Those  entering  the  culture  room  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  day  could  hear  hand  crank  sewing  machines 
singing  away  as  children  as  young  as  7  were  learn¬ 
ing  the  art  of  Seminole  patchwork.  Rachel  Billie, 
Ruth  Osceola  and  Amy  Clay  had  their  hands  full  as 
they  instructed  such  a  large  group  of  youngsters. 
First  they  taught  the  careful  selection  and  cutting  of 
the  fabrics  as  well  as  tearing  of  strips  to  fashion  the 
designs. 

Despite  the  inconvenience  of  needles  that 
wouldn’t  remain  threaded,  it  was  incredible  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  accuracy  of  these  beginners.  With  each 


Mission  Honors  Sister 
Mary  Elizabeth  for  Years 
Of  Service  at  Brighton 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

TAMPA  —  In  1993,  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  Lagoy, 
a  Catholic  nun,  showed  up  one  day  at  Brighton  Seminole 
Reservation  wanting  to  speak  with  the  education  adviser.  At 
that  time,  it  was  Nancy  Shore. 

Shore  recalled  receiving  a  phone  call  from  a 
teacher  at  Ahfachkee  School  at  Big  Cypress.  The  teacher 
referred  the  mm,  who  was  offering  her  services  as  an  educa¬ 
tor  to  the  Seminole  Tribe. 

“We  needed  all  the  help  in  the  education  depart¬ 
ment  that  we  could  get  at  that  time,  so  it  was  good  to  get 
volunteers,”  Shore  said. 

The  next  step  was  to  get  approval  from  John 
Wayne  Huff,  the  Brighton  Council  Representative.  “He  said, 


Enjoying  their  reunion  are  (front  row,  L-R)  Robbie 
Shore,  Nancy  Shore,  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  and  Louise 
Gopher;  back  row  (L-R)  Diane  Smith  and  Jenny  Shore. 


‘Anything  you  can  do  to  help  our  people,’  ”  Sister  Mary 
Elizabeth  recalled  in  a  recent  interview. 

The  nun  remained  at  Brighton  for  the  next  four 
years,  devoting  her  life  to  educating  students  and  adults. 

Her  work  was  primarily  as  a  tutor  and  she  worked  with  all 
age  groups  —  college  students,  and  younger  children  as 
well  as  adults  who  were  studying  for  their  GEDs. 

On  April  21,  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  celebrated  her 
golden  jubilee  —  50  years  as  a  mm.  Five  tribal  educators 
from  Brighton  whose  lives  were  deeply  touched  by  this  ded- 


‘She  came  to  teach  and 
asked  nothing  of  us.’ 

—  Louise  Gopher 


Gopher,  Diane  Smith,  Jenny  Shore  and  Mabel  Haught  were 
special  guests  at  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth’s  table  at  the  lunch¬ 
eon.  Rose  Marie  Knigge,  a  long  time  employee  of  the 
Brighton  Health  Clinic,  and  Robbie  Shore  also  sat  at  the 
table  along  with  two  of  the  nun’s  relatives. 

The  ceremony  included  a  special  liturgical  service 
honoring  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  and  six  other  jubilarians.  All 
seven  women  renewed  their  vows  in  the  religious  order  of 
the  Sisters  of  the  Holy  Names  of  Jesus  &  Mary.  This  reli¬ 
gious  order  was  founded  by  Marie  Rose  Durocher  in  1843 
in  Longueuil,  Quebec,  Canada. 

The  priest  who  presided  over  the  liturgical  cere¬ 
monies,  the  Rev.  Robert  Wiseman,  recited  these  words: 
“Dear  Sisters,  bom  again  in  Christ  through  baptism,  you  are 
called  to  be  members  of  Christ’s  Body  and  God’s  priestly 
people.  You  have  pledged  to  follow  closely  in  the  footsteps 
of  Christ  Jesus.  Now,  following  in  the  spirit  of  Blessed 
Marie  Rose  Durocher,  you  come  to  renew  your  religious 
vows  made  50  years  ago.” 

“Part  of  my  fulfillment  in  life  is  to  help  others,” 
Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  said.  “I  believe  everyone  has  gifts 
and  talents  and  we  all  need  to  use  them,  and  if  we  can  help 
anyone  along  that  path,  that’s  what  it’s  all  about.”  She 
added  humbly,  “Sometimes  we  have  success  and  sometimes 
we  don’t.” 

Mabel  Haught  says  she  attained  her  self-improve¬ 
ment  goal  because  of  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth.  Worried  about 
diabetes,  Haught  wanted  to  learn  about  eating  the  right 
foods.  “She  helped  me  when  I  attended  a  course  at  Indian 
River  Community  College.  When  I  was  in  my  late  40s,  I 
took  a  class  in  nutrition  therapy  to  learn  about  diabetes 
management,  and  without  her  I  might  not  have  passed  the 
class,”  Haught  said.  “But  she  was  there  for  everyone.  She 
never  said  no  when  anyone  asked  her  for  help.” 

Diane  Smith  said  her  eldest  daughter  was  very 
fond  of  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth:  “She  was  really  influential 
and  a  good  tutor  for  the  kids.  We  sure  hated  to  see  her  go. 
She  has  a  gift  for  teaching  and  working  with  the  kids;  and 
the  kids  just  loved  her.” 

After  the  luncheon,  the  women  from  Brighton  sur¬ 
prised  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  with  gifts,  which  she  opened 
cheerfully. 

“I  am  touched  and  pleased  with  the  gifts,”  the  nun 
said.  “I  love  you  guys  and  I  left  a  big  part  of  my  heart  with 
you  in  Brighton.” 

Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  started  the  first  summer 
school  at  Brighton,  Jenny  Shore  recalled.  “It  was  good  for 
her  to  come  to  Brighton.  After  she  started  the  summer 
school  program,  our  education  program  branched  out  from 
there,  and  now  we  have  the  Pull-Out  Program  [weekly  cul¬ 
ture  classes  at  Brighton  for  local  children  attending 
Okeechobee  schools]  and  soon  we  will  have  our  own  char¬ 
ter  school.” 

Nancy  Shore  said  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  brought 
other  volunteers,  other  nuns,  college  students  and  educators 
to  help  the  Tribe  develop  the  summer  school  program  at 
Brighton.  Culture  classes  were  introduced  at  the  summer 
program  as  well. 

Louise  Gopher  said  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  is  a 
wonderful  and  inspirational  person  who  quietly  went  about 
her  work.  “She  came  to  teach  and  asked  nothing  of  us,”  she 
said. 

The  nun  holds  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  education  and 
a  master’s  degree  in  social  work.  She  taught  school  for  17 
years.  She  also  worked  with  the  Mohawk,  Onondaga  and 
Algonquin  tribes  in  Syracuse,  N.Y.  before  volunteering  with 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  now  lives  in  Albany,  N.Y. 
and  is  writing  a  history  book  about  Kateri  Tekakwitha,  who 
was  beatified  —  the  second  step  toward  becoming  a  saint 
—  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  1980.  The  first  Native  American 
candidate  for  sainthood,  Blessed  Kateri  is  honored  by  the 
Catholic  Church  as  the  patron  of  ecology  and  the  environ¬ 
ment.  In  writing  this  book,  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  will  once 
again  lend  her  skills  to  an  Indian  cause. 

After  the  celebration,  the  mm  traveled  to  Brighton, 
where  she  stayed  with  Nancy  Shore  for  two  days  and  was 
able  to  visit  with  many  friends  in  Brighton. 


icated  mm  attended 
the  ceremony.  It 
was  hosted  by  the 
Tampa  Mission 
Centre  at  the 
Academy  of  the 
Holy  Names. 

Nancy 

Shore,  Louise 
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Our  Trip  to  Weedon  Island 


Submitted  by  Keith  Jumper,  Kaylee  Jumper,  Stevie 
Billie  and  Jessica  Lopez 

On  Jan.  24,  the  7th  and  8th  grade  students 
from  Ahfachkee  School  left  to  the  Tampa/St. 
Petersburg  area  for  two  days.  The  students  and  teach¬ 
ers  who  went  were:  Tia  Osborne,  Tana  Bear-Osceola, 
Kaylee  Jumper,  Keith  Jumper,  Hudson  Jumper,  Jessica 
Lopez,  Billy  Cypress,  Kegan  Cypress,  Reggie 
Cypress,  Stevie  Billie,  Natasha  Billie,  Malachi  Baker, 
Miss  Eileen  Hagar,  Mrs.  Margarita  Lugo  and  Mr.  Joe 
Benson. 

We  went  to  spend 
some  time  at  the  Weedon 
Island  Preserve  and  to  stay  at 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino.  Stevie  Billie 
said  the  trip  was  “fantastic!” 

On  Jan.  25,  we  all 
got  up  and  had  a  delicious 
breakfast.  Everyone  loaded 
up  on  the  bus  and  we  were 
off!  The  Weedon  Island 
Preserve  is  located  in  St. 

Petersburg  on  Tampa  Bay.  It 
has  a  boardwalk,  canoeing, 
nature  trails  and  a  Cultural 
and  Natural  History  Center. 

When  we  arrived, 

Phyllis  Kolianos  met  us  and 
we  went  to  the  lab  room  and 
listened  to  a  story  told  by 
Brent  Weisman,  an  archaeol¬ 
ogist  from  the  University  of 
South  Florida.  He  told  us 


about  a  man  coming  to  Florida  from  Philadelphia  and 
meeting  some  of  the  Seminole  Indians  many,  many 
years  ago. 

We  also  learned  about  what  people  used  to 
use  for  tools.  They  used  a  conch  shell  tied  to  a  stick 
for  a  hammer.  They  used  little  shells  for  cutting.  They 
also  used  the  fibers  from  palmetto  fronds  to  make  fish¬ 
ing  nets  and  little  shells  for  weights. 

After  that  we  got  a  tour  of  the  center.  The 
tom  included  a  video  that  some  of  the  former 


Eileen  Hagar 

Phyllis  Kobanos  (C)  shares  her  knowledge  of  gopher  tortoises. 


Margarita  Lugo 

(L-R)  Tana  Bear-Osceola  and  Kegan  Cypress  take  it  easy  while  Eileen  Hagar  does  all  of  the  work. 


Kaylee  Jumper 

Keith  Jumper  and  Tana  Bear-Osceola  share  their 
newfound  interest  in  ancient  tools. 


Stevie  Baker 

Malachi  Baker  leads  the  pack. 


Ahfachkee  School  students  made  several  years  ago. 
They  were  Matthew  Cornelius,  Jonathan  Harjo, 
Stephanie  Hall  and  Klaressa  Osceola.  Miss  Eileen 
Hagar  and  Teresa  Jumper  also  helped.  They  got  to  go 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  to  photograph  and  research  arti¬ 
facts  found  at  Weedon  Island. 

We  then  walked  around  the  boardwalk  and  a 
man  named  Dave  showed  us  how  to  make  rope  and 
thread  from  palmetto  fronds.  We  also  saw  little  crabs 
and  birds.  We  learned  about  different  types  of  mango 
trees. 

The  best  part  of  the  trip  was  canoeing.  We  all 
shared  canoes  and  paddled  through  the  mangroves. 
“At  first  it  was  scary,”  Keith  Jumper  said.  “But  I  got 
the  hang  of  it.  I  would  go  again.” 


When  we  first  started,  most  of  the  students 
were  scared  that  the  canoes  would  tip  over.  But  the 
water  was  only  2  feet  deep,  so  all  they  had  to  do  was 
stand  up!  Malachi  and  Reggie  kept  running  into  Tia, 
Natasha  and  Billy.  Hudson  and  Stevie  kept  getting  too 
far  away  and  trying  not  to  tip  over.  They  made  it  safe¬ 
ly  back!  Malachi  Baker  said,  “The  canoe  trip  was 
fiin!”  (This  was  his  first  time  canoeing.) 

We  then  went  back  to  the  hotel  and  ate  dinner 
at  the  food  court.  Malachi  and  Reggie  were,  like,  one 
minute  late,  so  they  had  to  eat  dinner  with  Miss 
Hagar! 

The  trip  was  fun,  but  we  were  tired  when  we 
got  back  to  Big  Cypress.  Luckily,  we  didn’t  have 
school  the  next  day  and  got  to  sleep  in. 


Brighton  Students 
Receive  SAT’s  101 


Emma  Brown 

Kelsey  and  Ashley  Spencer  all  smiles  after  the  presentation. 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON— 

During  the  month  of 
April  the  Brighton 
Education  Department 
staff  met  with  the  high 
school  students  to  enjoy 
pizza  and  to  have  a  guest 
speaker  educate  them  on 
the  process  of  preparing 
for  college. 

The  students 
learned  about  courses 
they  should  be  taking 
during  their  high  school 
years  that  will  better  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  acceptance 
into  a  university.  They 
also  learned  about  the 
standardized  tests  that 
are  required  for  college 
entry,  the  SAT  and  ACT. 

The  speaker, 

Martha  Brady,  director 
of  school  and  district 
relations  of  the  College 
Board  Florida 
Partenership,  advised 
them  about  when  they 
should  begin  taking 

these  tests  and  how  they  ~  ~ 

can  best  prepare  for  them  by  offering  a  few  them  what  colleges  are  looking  for  in  a 
test  taking  tips.  She  also  discussed  with  student  these  days  and  what  they  could  do 

as  students  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  well-put- 
together  college 
resume. 

Some  of 
her  pointers 
involved: 

•  The  best  times  to 
register  for  the 
SAT,  PSAT  and 
ACT; 

•  The  importance 
of  taking  higher- 
level  classes; 

•  The  importance 
of  dual  enrollment; 

•  The  importance 
of  community 
service  hours;  and 

•  Utilizing  the  state 
website  to  get 
standardized  test¬ 
ing  materials. 

If  you 

have  any  questions 
about  college 
preparation  or 
standardized  test¬ 
ing,  please  contact 
your  local  educa- 

..  ,  ,,  ,  ...  Emma  Brown  tjon  department. 

Pierson  Hunsinger  and  Cordey  Jumper  enjoyed  the  presentation. 


Students  Participate  in  the  Tropicana  Speech  Contest 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  Congratulations 
to  Raina  Robinson,  Dylan  Chalfant  and 
Kirsten  Doney  for  making  it  to  the  school 
finals  in  the  Tropicana  public  speaking 
contest. 

This  contest  is  held  districtwide 
for  fourth  and  fifth  graders  to  help  sharpen 
their  public  speaking  skills.  By  placing  in 
their  classroom  competition,  the  students 
earned  the  chance  to  compete  in  the 
school- wide  competition  held  on  April  17 
at  Seminole  Elementary. 

Raina  Robinson  is  the  fifth  grade 
daughter  of  Jeff  and  Janelle  Robinson.  She 
placed  second  in  her  class  with  her  speech 
on  the  Seminole  culture  and  traditions. 

Dylan  Chalfant  is  the  fifth  grade 
son  of  Robbie  and  Kim  Chalfant.  Dylan’s 
speech  on  the  Indian  Removal  Act  and 
Tribal  Federal  Recognition  earned  him  the 
third  place  spot  in  his  classroom. 

Kirsten  Doney  is  the  fifth  grade 
daughter  of  Kenny  and  Marilyn  Doney  and 
dehvered  an  upbeat  speech  on  the  negative 
effects  of  drugs  and  alcohol,  which  earned 
her  third  place  in  her  classroom. 

These  students  did  a  wonderful 
job  delivering  their  speeches  in  front  of 
their  peers,  parents  and  judges  —  a  task 
many  adults  would  find  daunting. 


Participants  (L-R)  Kirsten  Doney,  Raina  Robinson  and  Dylan  Chalfant 


Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Offices:  An  Issue  of  Sovereignty 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  “I’ve  actually 
had  the  (head  of  the)  National  Conference 
of  State  Historic  Preservation  Officers  tell 
me  that  she  doesn’t  believe  in  Tribal  sover¬ 
eignty,”  D.  Bambi  Kraus  told  her  audience 
at  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee. 

Kraus  is  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Tribal  Historic  Preservation 
Offices  (NATHPO),  and  this  unsettling 
revelation  set  the  tone  for  her  talk  on  April 
26.  It  was  the  final  program  in  the  muse¬ 
um’s  2007  Distinguished 
Lecture  Series. 

A  graduate  of 
Stanford  University  who 
worked  as  a  senior  advis¬ 
er  for  President  Clinton’s 
Initiative  on  Race,  Kraus 
currently  works  with 
Tribes  to  help  them  com¬ 
municate  with  local  and 
federal  government  agen¬ 
cies.  Describing  herself  as 
“more  advocate  than 

apologist,”  Kraus  _ 

explained  that  coming  BamhUKr 

from  the  federal  level,  she 
is  better  able  to  under¬ 
stand  the  nuances  of  the 
political  process  one  must  navigate  in 
order  to  achieve  historical  preservation. 

“The  U.S.  government  didn’t  give 
the  Tribes  the  land;  they  reserved  it  for 


their  use,”  Kraus  stressed,  adding  that 
Tribes  must  assert  their  sovereignty  before 
the  states  make  decisions  for  them.  States 
used  to  decide  what  should  be  done  on 
Tribal  land  not  in  use  by  the  Tribes,  she 
said,  and  many  national  parks,  national 
seashores  and  military  installations  were 
established  on  land  taken  away  from 
Tribes. 

Historic  preservation  is  important, 
Kraus  said,  because  it  is  “writing 
America’s  history.”  She  explained  the 
process: 

Every  year  grants  are 
given  out  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  state  historic  preservation 
officers  (SHPOs)  as  well  as  to 
Tribal  historic  preservation  offi¬ 
cers  (THPOs).  Very  little  money 
is  given  to  THPOs  to  help  pre¬ 
serve  Tribal  land;  meanwhile, 
SHPOs  receive  the  bulk  of  the 
federal  grants.  There  are  560 
Tribes  and  only  66  THPOs  in  22 
states.  There  are  56  SHPOs  and 
territories  for  50  states.  Six  of  the 
us  SHPO  territories  get  more  money 
annually  than  all  of  the  Tribes 
—  combined. 

According  to  the  website 
www.preservationaction.org,  $50  million 
was  given  to  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officers  for  fiscal  year  2006,  as  opposed  to 
$12  million  for  Tribes.  Currently,  the  aver¬ 


age  allocation  per  Tribal  Office  is  $40,000. 
As  more  Tribes  are  recognized  by  the  fed¬ 
eral  government,  and  funding  remains 
level,  the  allocation  per  Tribe  is  reduced. 
Sites  significant  to  the  Tribes  do  not  often 
register  as  significant  to  those  outside  the 
Tribe. 

These  challenges,  added  to  those 
posed  by  unethical  archaeologists  and  sci¬ 
entists,  limited  resources,  and  the  historical 
reluctance  of  others  to  work  with  the 
Tribes,  make  the  job  of  Tribal  historic 
preservation  officers  more  difficult,  Kraus 
said. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  is  the  first  to 
have  a  THPO  office  in  Florida.  Bill  Steele, 
deputy  historical  preservation  officer,  who 
joined  Kraus  for  the  program,  said,  “I  often 
say  that  the  historic  preservation  office  at 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  like  build¬ 
ing  a  car  while  it  is  already  moving  ...  If 
we  are  building  a  car,  then  she  (Kraus)  is 
building  a  plane  while  it  is  already  in  the 
air.” 

Kraus  said  the  work  of  the  THPOs 
is  essential  to  protect  the  Treaty  rights 
from  being  ignored  or  completely  taken 
away.  Volunteers  are  needed  from  the 
Tribal  communities  because  there  is  a  lack 
of  Tribal  representatives.  Private  funding  is 
also  important.  Although  it  seems  like  an 
uphill  battle,  it  is  a  battle  that  Kraus  and 
the  THPOs  fight  on  a  daily  basis  to  protect 
the  Tribes  and  their  rich  history. 
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Health  Comer  *  C  hah -nee-ken  chao-ke  *  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q.  Is  cigarette  smoke  the  only  cause  of 
lung  cancer? 

Radon  and  asbestos  are  causes,  too.  Radon 
is  an  invisible,  odorless,  radioactive  gas  that  occurs 
naturally  in  soil  and  rocks.  Asbestos  is  used  for  fire¬ 
proofing,  electrical  insulation,  building  materials, 
brake  linings,  and  chemical  filters. 

But  cigarette  smoking  is  the  number  one 
cause  of  lung  cancer.  Before  cigarette  smoking 
became  popular  in  the  early  part  of  the  20th  centu¬ 
ry,  doctors  rarely  saw  patients  with  lung  cancer. 


4P  it’ 


show  that  early 

treatment  leads  to  _ 

better  outcomes. 

The  standard  treatments  for  lung 
cancer  are  surgery  to  remove  a  tumor,  chemothera¬ 
py  with  anti-cancer  drugs,  radiation  to  kill  cancer 
cells,  and  photodynamic  therapy,  a  newer  technique 
that  uses  a  laser  with  a  chemical  to  kill  cancer  cells. 

There  are  two  major  types  of  lung  cancer 
—  non-small  cell  lung  cancer  and  small  cell  lung 
cancer.  Each  type  of  lung  cancer  grows  and  spreads 
in  different  ways,  and  each  is  treated  differently. 

Non-small  cell  lung  cancer  is  more  com¬ 
mon  than  small  cell  lung  cancer.  Doctors  treat 
patients  with  non-small  cell  lung  cancer  in  several 
ways.  Surgery  is  a  common  treatment.  Cryosurgery, 
a  treatment  that  freezes  and  destroys  cancer  tissue, 
may  be  used  to  control  symptoms  in  the  later  stages 


Nearly  90  percent  of  people  with  lung  cancer  devel-  of  non-small  cell  lung  cancer.  Doctors  may  also  use 


oped  it  because  they  smoked  cigarettes. 

The  good  news  is  that  smoking  is  not  as 
popular  as  it  used  to  be.  In  1965  about  42  percent 
of  all  adults  smoked,  but  by  1997  only  25  percent 
did.  Also,  there  has  been  a  sharp  drop  in  lung  can¬ 
cer  deaths  among  men,  mainly  because  fewer  men 
are  smoking. 

Lung  cancer  is  the  leading  cause  of  cancer 
death  in  men  and  women  in  the  United  States.  It 
occurs  most  often  between  the  ages  of  55  and  65. 

Common  symptoms  of  lung  cancer 
include:  a  persistent  cough  that  worsens,  constant 
chest  pain,  coughing  up  blood,  shortness  of  breath, 
wheezing  or  hoarseness,  repeated  problems  with 
pneumonia  or  bronchitis,  swelling  of  the  neck  and 
face,  loss  of  appetite  or  weight  loss,  and  fatigue. 

If  you  have  any  of  these  symptoms,  it  is 
important  to  check  with  a  doctor  immediately.  If 
tests  show  that  you  have  cancer,  you  should  make 
treatment  decisions  as  soon  as  possible.  Studies 


radiation  therapy  and  chemotherapy  to  slow  the 
progress  of  the  disease  and  to  manage  symptoms. 

Small  cell  lung  cancer  grows  more  quickly 
and  is  more  likely  to  spread  to  other  organs  in  the 
body.  In  many  cases,  cancer  cells  have  already 
spread  to  other  parts  of  the  body  when  the  disease 
is  diagnosed.  In  order  to  reach  cancer  cells  through¬ 
out  the  body,  doctors  almost  always  use  chemother¬ 
apy. 

Treatment  for  small  cell  lung  cancer  may 
also  include  radiation  therapy  aimed  at  the  tumor  in 
the  lung  or  tumors  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  such 
as  in  the  brain.  Surgery  is  part  of  the  treatment  plan 
for  a  small  number  of  patients  with  small  cell  lung 
cancer. 

Some  patients  with  small  cell  lung  cancer 
have  radiation  therapy  to  the  brain  even  though  no 
cancer  is  found  there.  This  treatment  is  given  to 
prevent  tumors  from  forming  in  the  brain. 


HJ.  H-tiUi  HrJth  Ciunirihn  j 


Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  a  36-year-old  single  woman.  I  have 
never  been  married.  I  have  been  in  several  relation¬ 
ships  and  I  have  been  engaged  twice.  I  am  looking 
for  a  soul  mate  but  all  I  find  is  dead  weight. 

Why  is  it  so  hard  for  some  men  to  commit 
to  a  woman? 

Signed: 

Searching 

Dear  Searching: 

Many  men  realize  that  the  value  and 
beauty  of  being  in  a  committed  relationship  is  the 
love,  trust  and  mutual  support  that  a  couple 
shares.  But  some  men  find  it  hard  to  commit 
because  they  fear  losing  themselves  and  their  free¬ 
dom  as  the  master  of  their  own  destiny. 

How  a  relationship  will  affect  or  change 
one’s  dream  or  plans  is  an  unknown  that  can  be 
frightening.  These  guys  are  very  concerned  about 
having  to  check  in  with  a  woman  and  answer  prob¬ 
ing  questions  such  as,  “Where  have  you  been?” 

Then  there  are  men  who  choose  to  commit 
because  they  believe  they  are  better  in  an  exclusive 


relationship  with  a  good 
woman  than  they  are 
solo.  But  a  critical  com¬ 
bination  is  required:  the  right  woman  at  the  right 
time.  Both  elements  have  to  be  in  sync.  If  a  man 
wants  to  be  unattached  for  whatever  reason,  it 
doesn ’t  matter  how  right  the  woman  may  seem 
because  he  doesn ’t  want  the  responsibilities  of  a 
commitment  at  that  time. 

By  contrast,  when  a  man  is  ready  for  an 
exclusive  relationship,  he  will  gladly  accept  the 
challenges  and  responsibilities  it  brings.  That  often 
comes  after  he  establishes  himself  economically 
and  is  tired  of playing  the  field.  A  man ’s  commit¬ 
ment  is  based  on  his  concept  of  a  relationship  and 
his  own  definition  of  manhood.  At  that  point,  a 
solid  union  can  evolve. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  commitment  is 
about  loving,  trusting,  being  honest  and  sharing. 
Even  when  you  find  your  soul  mate,  maintaining  a 
relationship  takes  time,  patience  and  commitment 
Signed: 

Counselor 


The  Importance  of  Glucose  Monitoring 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

Most  people  are  familiar  with  the  meter  that 
tests  blood  glucose-the  glucometer. 


Some  people  know  what  their  blood  glucose 
goals  should  be. 

The  American  Diabetes  Association  guide¬ 
lines  for  glucose  goals  in  a  diabetic  patient  are: 

Fasting  (After  8  hours  without  food/drink) 

90-130  mg/dL 

Postprandial  (after  a  meal)  t 

below  180  mg/dL 


Few  people  know  why  monitoring 
their  blood  glucose  level  is  so  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  diabetes  care.  Patients  who  check 
their  blood  glucose  every  day  are  in  control 
of  their  diabetes  management  plan.  That’s 
right.  Knowing  what  your  blood  glucose 
should  be  and  checking  to  see  if  you  are  in 
that  range  are  the  first  steps  to  managing 
diabetes.  Maintaining  a  healthy  blood  glucose  level 
following  your  diabetes  diagnosis  can  lead  to  a  lull 
life  with  reduced  risk  of  diabetes  complications. 

Daily  blood  glucose  testing  is  a  wonderful 
tool,  but  can  be  a  bit  of  a  challenge  for  the  diabetic 
patient.  Keeping  up  with 
testing  supplies,  sore  fingers, 
changes  in  meal  times,  and 
the  newly  created  biohaz¬ 
ardous  waste  are  a  few  of 
the  obstacles  facing  the  dia¬ 
betic  patient. 

So  why  do  people 
with  diabetes  continue  to  test 
their  blood  glucose  every 
day?  It  would  be  easier  to 
leave  their  diabetes  care  up 
to  chance.  Unfortunately  this 
convenience  would  come  at 
a  very  hefty  price.  Ignoring 
the  disease  won’t  make  it  go 
away.  Over  time,  high  blood 
glucose  levels  can  contribute 

to  diabetic  eye  disease,  nerve  damage,  kidney  damage, 
heart  disease  and,  for  some  men,  erectile  dysfunction. 
Testing  your  blood  glucose  every  day  puts  you  —  not 
the  disease  —  in  control. 

Keep  a  daily  log  of  your  blood  glucose  lev¬ 
els.  This  journal  can  help  your  diabetes  management 
team  evaluate  your  care.  The  other  tool  available  to 
monitor  a  patient’s  glucose  testing  is  the  Accu  Chek 
Camit  Pro  summary  report.  A  patient  can  bring  the 
Accu  Chek  glucometer  to  the  Seminole  health  clinics 
and  the  management  team  can  generate  a  customized 


blood  glucose  report.  This  report  is  important  because 
it  helps  to  monitor  trends  in  the  patient’s  blood  glu¬ 
cose,  which  gives  the  doctor  valuable  information 
needed  to  manage  diabetes  care. 

This  is  an  example  of  a  diabetic  patient  who 
tests  his  blood  glucose  every  day.  This  person  has  test¬ 
ed  a  total  of  131  times  in  a  two-month  period.  So  the 
diabetes  care  team  can  see  immediately  that  the 
patient  is  testing  two  times  every  day.  Next,  it  is 

apparent  that  the 
patient  is  main¬ 
taining  healthy 
glucose  levels  as 
he  is  testing 
97.7%  of  the  time 

1H  J  in  the  healthy 

_  glucose 

range,  0.8%  over 
the  ideal  range 
(high)  and  1.5% 
under  the  ideal 
range  (low).  The 
graph  is  a  very 

helpful  teaching  tool  as  the  patient  is  able  to  see  a 
very  clear  picture  of  what  his  blood  glucose  is  doing 
over  long  periods  of  time. 

Here  are  some  tips  to  improve  your  blood 
glucose  monitoring. 

•  Make  sure  your  hands  are  clean  before  test¬ 
ing. 

•  Rotate  the  test  site  often  to  avoid  sore  fin¬ 
gers. 

•  Use  lancets  for  one  test  only  and  dispose  of 

properly. 

•  Stick  the  sides  of  the  finger  tip  instead  of 
the  end — it  is  less  sensitive. 

•  Test  your  meter  with  a  control  solution  each 
time  you  open  a  new  bottle  of  test  strips. 

For  more  information  about  diabetes  self¬ 
monitoring,  please  contact: 

Big  Cypress  Wellness  Center  863-983-5798 

Suzanne  Fundingsland,  Dietitian 

Marjorie  Meredith,  Health  Educator 

Brighton  Medical  Clinic  863-763-0271 

Beth  Morlang,  Dietitian 

Barbara  Boling,  Health  Educator 


Hollywood  Medical  Clinic  954-962-2009 

Doris  Mir,  Dietitian,  Nutrition  Program 
Coordinator 

Tina  Mennella,  Health  Educator 


Immokalee  Medical  Clinic  239-867-3400 

Charlotte  Porcaro,  Dietitian/Health  Educator 


A  Celebration  for  a  New 
Beginning  at  John’s  Place 

Seminole  Tribe  Opens  First  Treatment  Center 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

FORT  LAUDERDALE  —  About  50 
people,  mostly  Tribal  employees,  gathered  at 
one  of  the  Tribe’s  newest  facilities  for  an  open 
house  on  May  1 .  The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  in  conjunction  with  the  Family 
Services  Department,  celebrated  the  opening  of 
the  Tribe’s  first  treatment  center,  John’s  Place. 

The  facility  is  located  at  301-305  S.W. 

16th  St.,  in  a  primarily  residential/industrial 
neighborhood.  The  Tribe  has  a  one-year  lease 
for  this  treatment  center. 

John’s  Place  was  named  for  John 
Cates,  president  of  Treatment  Solutions  of 
South  Florida,  Inc.,  who  spearheaded  the  effort 
to  establish  this  facility.  Prevention  and 
Utilization  Administrator  Eric  Bricker  of  the 
Family  Services  Department  also  assisted  in 
making  John’s  Place  a  reality.  Bricker  said  the 
selection  process  for  admitting  patients  is  based 
on  careful  clinical  evaluation  of  candidates 
based  on  individual  treatment  needs. 

Tribal  citizens  selected  for  this  program  will 
no  longer  have  to  worry  about  being  sent  away  to 


Felix  DoBosi 

v  of  John’s  Place  with  open  house  sign. 


Inside  the  new  treatment  center  dining  room  area 


Brighton  Council  representative,  who  said  Family 
Services  did  a  great  job  with  John’s  Place.  He  said  he 
especially  liked  the  fact  that  after  28  days,  patients 
would  not  be  forced  to  leave,  but  instead  would  be 
evaluated  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

“Clients  are  treated  as  if  they  have  a  dis¬ 
ease  and  can  stay  here  for  as  long  as  it  takes,” 
Bowers  said.  “Folks  in  that  type  of  situation  need 
all  our  help,  however  long  it  takes.” 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative 
Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  said  a  few  words  next.  He 
commended  all  the  hard  work  of  the  Family 
Services  Department  as  a  whole,  saying,  “There  is 
no  T  in  ‘team.’  We  are  all  working  hard  together.” 

“Today  the  Tribe  has  hit  a  home  run,” 
Osceola  said. 

Helene  Buster  said  the  reason  the  Tribe 
cannot  not  have  a  treatment  center  on  the 
Hollywood  reservation  at  this  time  is  that  there  is 
just  no  room.  However,  she  said  she  felt  fortunate 
to  find  this  facility,  which  used  to  be  a  halfway 
house. 


facilities  out  of  state,  which  can  be  difficult  dur¬ 
ing  recovery  with  family  and  friends  back  home. 
Clients  need  not  worry  about  the  28-day  stay  lim¬ 
itation  rule  that’s  in  force  at  most  treatment  facili¬ 
ties  because  the  Tribe  is  using  their  own  insur¬ 
ance  company  to  help  with  the  funding  of  this 
program. 

John’s  Place  can  house  eight  adult  Tribal 
citizens,  four  men  and  four  women,  in  two 
detached  family-style  homes.  The  homes  were 
recently  renovated  to  provide  for  the  treatment  of 
substance  abuse  clients. 

John’s  Place  has  much  to  offer  its 
clients.  Besides  the  structured  environment  and 
personalized  supervision  by  trained  professional 
counselors,  this  clean,  new  facility  has  many 
amenities.  Guests  on  tour  inside  saw  small,  clean, 
furnished  rooms  for  offices,  living  and  dining 
areas,  kitchens,  bathrooms  and  dorm  rooms. 

Between  the  two  buildings  are  a  com¬ 
mon  area  courtyard  and  a  few  trees  to  offer  shade 
in  the  private  backyard.  There  are  also  scattered 
picnic  tables  and  chairs  for  relaxing. 

Tribal  leaders  arrived  to  welcome  and 
thank  everyone  gathered  for  the  opening  of  the 
treatment  center.  Tribal  citizen  Andrew  Buster  led 
the  invocation  in  Mikasuki  to  bless  the  center  and 
those  who  gathered  there.  Helene  Buster,  director 
of  Family  Services,  hosted  this  event  and  intro¬ 
duced  some  of  the  Tribal  leaders  who  had  a  few 
congratulatory  words. 

President  Moses  Osceola,  the  first  of 
several  speakers,  said  he  was  excited  about  this 
new  facility,  adding,  “This  is  just  a  first  step.  The 
next  step  is  to  have  these  types  of  facilities  at  our 
other  reservations.” 

The  next  speaker  was  Andrew  Bowers, 


Treatment  Solutions  of  South  Florida,  Inc.,  has  a 
plaque  on  the  wall  recognizing  the  highest  level  of 
achievement  and  accreditation  —  a  prestigious  award 
from  the  Joint  Commission  of  Accreditation  of 
Healthcare  Organizations. 


SPD  Officer  Tells  Parents 
How  to  Pick  a  Good  Babysitter 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  A  great  deal  of  time  is 
usually  spent  comparison  shopping  for  a  major  pur¬ 
chase  like  a  vehicle  or  a  new  appliance.  However, 
when  dealing  with  our  precious  children,  we  often 
make  snap  judgments  and  grab  the  first  babysitter  that 
comes  along. 

This  can  be  a  very  serious  mistake.  News 
headlines  frequently  tell  of  abuse,  neglect,  injuries  or 
fatalities  as  a  result  of  babysitting  incidents. 

Seminole  Police  Department  Officer  Thomas 
J.  Faherty  of  the  Crime  Prevention  Unit  recently  did  a 
study  on  the  proper  selection  of  a  babysitter.  He  then 
put  together  a  presentation  for  the  Immokalee 
Preschool  Parent  Meeting  on  April  23  titled  “Selecting 
the  Right  Babysitter  to  Watch  Your  Children.” 

He  noted  four  important  qualities  to  look  for 
in  a  babysitter: 

•  1 .  Leadership  —  maturity,  trust  and  depend¬ 
ability; 

•  2.  Ability  to  provide  basic  care  like  bathing, 
feeding,  diapering,  dressing  and  toileting; 

•  3.  Good  judgment  to  prevent  accidents  and 
illnesses  and  identify  solutions  for  safety; 

•  4:  Knowing  the  difference  between  major 
emergencies  and  minor  ones,  and  how  to  act  in  each 
instance. 

Faherty  noted  that  babysitting  is  a  job  and 
should  be  treated  as  one:  The  hiring  process  should  be 
a  job  interview  that  examines  the  child’s  interaction 
with  the  sitter.  He  advised  parents  to  make  an  outline 
of  the  sitter’s  duties  and  responsibilities  and  discuss 
these  thoroughly,  and  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  competent 
sitter  should  be  at  least  14  years  old. 

Most  parents  pick  babysitters  based  on  the 
recommendations  of  friends  and  neighbors.  If  at  all 
possible,  Faherty  advised,  attempt  to  get  additional 
references  and  determine  whether  the  sitter  has  actual¬ 
ly  worked  for  the  other  people,  and  if  so  for  how  long. 
Be  sure  to  get  the  sitter’s  correct  name,  address  and 
phone  number,  not  just  for  future  reference,  but  also  to 
have  in  the  event  of  a  mishap. 

Parents  should  also  be  sure  to  discuss  with 
potential  problems  with  the  sitter  and  explain  how 
they  wish  to  have  these  handled  during  their  absence. 
Always  make  sure  that  the  sitter  knows  where  you 


will  be  and  how  you  can  be  reached,  Faherty  told  his 
audience,  and  make  sure  you  leave  a  number  for  a 
backup  person  in  the  event  you  can  not  be  reached 
immediately. 

Other  tips  from  the  officer: 

•  The  sitter  should  be  advised  of  your  house¬ 
hold  rules  such  as  bedtime,  snacks,  allergies  and  med¬ 
ications.  Thoroughly  discuss  acceptable  forms  of  pun¬ 
ishment  such  as  timeout  and  what  constitutes  the  need 
to  reprimand  your  child.  The  sitter  needs  to  know  how 
you  want  your  phone  answered  during  your  absence, 
and  shouldn’t  open  the  door  for  strangers. 

•  Consider  the  age  of  your  children  and  make 
certain  that  the  sitter  is  comfortable  with  these  age 
groups  and  not  overwhelmed  by  too  many  children  at 
one  time.  Discuss  your  child’s  diet  and  types  of  food 
such  as  regular  or  baby  food.  Make  sure  the  sitter 
understands  any  culture-related  issues  that  need  to  be 
addressed  at  feeding  time. 

•  Make  sure  the  sitter  knows  basic  first  aid 
and  what  to  do  in  the  event  of  a  choking  problem. 
They  should  be  aware  of  what  types  of  food  can  create 
a  choking  incident,  such  as  hot  dogs,  whole  grapes, 
hard  candy,  carrots,  celery,  etc. 

•  Make  sure  the  sitter  has  immediate  access 
to  the  phone  numbers  of  poison  control,  911  and  the 
Seminole  Police  Department.  The  sitter  should  lock  all 
windows  and  doors  to  not  only  prevent  an  intrusion, 
but  insure  that  a  toddler  does  not  slip  outside  or  fall 
victim  to  some  form  of  danger.  If  the  children  are 
sleeping,  they  should  be  checked  on  regularly. 

•  It  is  very  important  that  upon  returning 
home  you  talk  with  your  children  about  their  experi¬ 
ences  with  the  sitter.  How  did  things  go?  Did  you  play 
any  games?  Did  they  punish  you?  Did  anything  hap¬ 
pen  that  made  you  feel  bad?  The  answers  to  these 
questions  could  alert  you  to  critical  warning  signs. 

•  If  you  have  had  issues  with  a  friend  or  fam¬ 
ily  member  in  the  past  or  were  mistreated  in  any  way 
by  them,  you  must  not  consider  this  person  for  a 
babysitting  position  under  any  circumstances.  While 
this  may  inconvenience  you  at  the  time,  it  can  prevent 
a  future  incident  or  tragedy. 

The  American  Red  Cross  offers  babysitter 
training  courses.  This  might  be  something  to  look  into 
if  you  think  you’ll  need  a  sitter  on  a  regular  basis. 
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Community  Members  Slim  Down,  Make  Positive  Lifestyle  Choices 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Members  of  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  community,  spouses  and 
employees  began  a  weight  loss  contest  with  a 
weigh-in  last  January.  Four  months  have  passed 
and  the  final  weigh-out  took  place  on  April  19. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  initiated 
the  original  weight  loss  competitions  in 
September,  2005.  Stressing  the  need  for  a  more 
healthful  lifestyle,  he  indicated  that  he  was  hop¬ 
ing  the  contests  would  be  a  very  rewarding 
incentive.  Using  himself  for  an  example,  he  dis¬ 
cussed  the  importance  of  weight  and  diet  control 
for  not  only  diabetics,  but  persons  suffering 
from  numerous  other  diseases  as  well  as  weight, 
heart  and  cholesterol  issues. 

Cypress  cautioned,  “Gaining  control  of 
your  lifestyle  is  a  slow,  gradual  process,  if  you 
plan  to  make  the  change  permanent.  You  did  not 
arrive  at  your  current  condition  overnight  and 
can  not  expect  to  see  radical  immediate  change. 
Consulting  your  doctor  and  physical  fitness 
therapist  is  a  must  if  you  plan  to  safely  obtain 
the  desired  results  and  exercise  is  a  key  factor.” 

Immokalee  Council  Liaison  Ralph 
Sanchez  sponsored  the  most  recent  contest.  He 
stated  that  he  feels  these  competitions  should  be 
continuous  because  they  help  to  keep  everyone 
focused  on  healthy  eating  and  exercise  practices. 

Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  monitors 
the  contests  and  is  available  to  assist  with 
dietary  questions  and  concerns.  She  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  recently  bringing  Weight  Watchers  to 
the  Immokalee  Tribal  Community.  The  group 
meets  each  Wednesday  for  lunch  in  the  Senior 
Center  where  they  have  an  opportunity  to  sam¬ 
ple  recipes  from  the 
approved  program 
and  evaluate  their 
point  system. 

Stepping  on 
the  scale,  Tribal  citi¬ 
zen  Allen  Mclnturff 
was  jubilant  when  he 
realized  that  his  21- 
pound  weight  loss 
put  him  in  first  place. 

Offering  advice  to 
his  fellow  contest¬ 
ants,  he  said,  “If  I 
can  do  it,  so  can  you! 

I  cut  back  on  my  por¬ 
tions,  switched  to 
healthier  foods, 
watched  calories, 
worked  out  and  most 
important,  I  walk 
every  day.  Just 
because  the  contest  is 
completed,  doesn’t 
mean  I’m  done.  I  am 
just 

beginning.” 

Second 

place  went  to  weight 


Judy  Weeks 

Allen  Mclnturff  poses  at  the  Jan.  19  weigh  in  for  his 
before  picture. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Winners  Nancy  Motlow  and  Michelle  Ford  are  looking  forward  to  weighing 
in  for  the  next  competition. 


Judy  Weeks 

Hurrying  back  from  his  morning  walk,  first  place  winner  Allen  Mclnturff 
oined  (L-R)  Charlotte  Porcaro  and  Michelle  Ford  in  front  of  the 
Immokalee  Administration  building. 


loss  veteran  Sylvia  Marrero, 
who  has  been  gradually 
melting  away  the  pounds 
since  she  joined  the  very 
first  contest.  She  said,  “It 
has  been  a  long,  slow 
process,  but  I  realize  how 
important  it  is  that  I  contin¬ 
ue.  My  future  is  riding  on 
my  success.” 

Nancy  Motlow  and 
Michelle  Ford  took  third  and 
fourth  place,  respectively, 
among  the  Tribal  citizens. 

Jill  Bogner  from 
the  Smoke  Shop  took  first 
place  in  the  spouse  and 
employee  category  with  a 
13.4  pound  loss.  Noemi 
Escobar  and  Bertha  Tapia 
tied  for  second  place  with 
10.8  pounds.  It  was  a  near 
miss  for  Lois  Jenkins  when 
she  weighed  in  at  two-tenths 
of  a  pound  less,  and  fourth 
place  went  to  Rhonda 
Lofton. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Jill  Bogner,  Lois  Jenkins,  Bertha  Tapia  and  Rhonda  Lofton  were  winners  in  the  spouse  and 
employee  category  of  the  weight  loss  contest. 


KX-uMfI 


If  you  are  in  TROUBLE, 

Call: 

OUT  OF  TROUBLE  BAIL  BOND 

Bail  Agent:  Greg  James 

Office:  (863)  763-8955 
Cell:  (863)  801-1344 

Available  24  Hours 

Serving  Broward,  Glades,  Hendry,  Highlands, 
Indian  River,  Okeechobee  &  Martin  Counties. 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990 1  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE*  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tlho  hirtmn  Of  an  aifornsy  is  an  imjwruni  decision  mai  should  nol  b&  based  soWy 
upon  udwUwmpni  HiehMtl  Castillo  wnrtotf  as  «  Public  Dofendar  m  Bnmraid 
County  bom  191>G'T99G  and  has  btren  in  prorate  practice  tor  nine  yssra. 

In  1&9S  ho  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Atlornay  or  Iha  year.  Ho  graduated  from 
Capital  University  In  I9fl9  and  was  admitted  te  Ifta  Florida  Bar  m  i960. 

FoOaral  Bar  In  1992.  and  Uu  Federal  Tnal  Bar  rn  1934. 


Ur-jti/E  by  I74oJey  * 

Fy.wlle\  J.  L'reJey  A.  ILfhiLk',1  Lfcv-ai  Lon \cf 

rtf  Ikn  1 1 . j  jumxt  Fbik 

L  1 1  *iU  ey  j9  btfHLrfbyi:  Deify  fiao  i  ^ 

I  mj.’h  hkiiueUv  nw.ile\  ciuu 


•ORA VSL. 
ILLYWOOD 


Gourmet  Gift  Ba  Jffi 
And  Goodies 


Your  Area's  #1  Gift  Basket  And 
Floral  Connection  Since  1993 


Gourmel  And  Specially  Gifts 

GOURMET  DELIGHTS,.. GOURMET  BASKETS  AND  GOODIES 

T LORAL  EXPRESSIONS . ..fRESH  FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE.......... . „„ . BODY  CARE  PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS  MOMENT . BABY  AND  MOM  PRODUCTS 

WI1H  SYMPA  THY™. _ ...... _ _  riORAL )  GOURME I 

MOVING  IN. . WELCOME  GIFTS 

YOUR  BUSINESS  IMAGE . CORPORATE  GIFTS 


l.ticnl  Delivery  Id 
Broward  &  I  LuIl:  County 
Wire  Service.  We  Ship  Anywhere  frt  The  USA 
Ljtl  Ms  nulc  Orders.  All  Mufuf  Credit  Curds 


954-921-6200 

230  N.  Dixie  Hwyr  Bay  22 
Hollywood,  FI 

www  .hooray  s  from  ho  II  y  wood  .com 
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by  Kamuiin  Kiyoshk 

A  Father  Honors  His  Son 


Reading  Richard  Wagamese’s  prose  is  like 
sitting  down  to  an  exotic  feast.  This  Ojibway  writer 
is  a  craftsman  who  knows  the  power  of  language 
and  is  skilled  in  applying  it. 

Wagamese,  an  Ojibway  from  northern 
Ontario,  was  adopted  into  a  non-native  family  at  age 
9.  The  trip  back  to  his  roots,  documented  in  this 
book,  is  a  long  and  painful  road  to  reawakening. 

From  childhood,  he  was  a  promising  writer, 
but  a  rebellious  adolescence,  bouts  with  the  bottle 
and  a  devastated  self-image  took  him  away. 

He  always  came  back.  When  the  muse 
chooses  you,  she  owns  you.  Writing  would  one  day 
offer  the  deliverance  he  sought. 

Wagamese  fathered  a  son,  but  fled  from 
responsibility.  Guilt-ridden  and  self-destructive,  he 
struggled  to  articulate  his  pain. 

Finally,  Wagamese’s  search  for  peace  ends 
up  at  a  vision  quest  in  the  foothills  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  There,  for  four  days,  without  food, 
under  the  open  sky,  he  squares  off  with  his  demons 
and  comes  face  to  face  with  Ojibway  spirituality. 

The  terrifying  “inward”  journey  he  had  been  avoid¬ 
ing  all  his  life,  he  learns,  is  the  road  to  salvation. 

During  his  vision  quest,  the  mythical  world 
of  the  original  people  of  Turtle  Island  comes  to 
vibrant  life,  and  Wagamese  writes  of  it  with  rever¬ 
ence  and  humility.  The  son  he  abandoned  in  infancy 
is  acknowledged.  Wagamese  was  ready  to  embrace 
fatherhood.  Fortunately,  children  are  forgiving. 

For  Joshua  is  worth  reading  for  the  sheer 
lyrical  quality  of  the  wordsmith.  It  is  a  loving  tribute 
to  a  boy  called  Joshua,  and  to  all  the  First  Children 
of  this  continent. 


for  JOSHUA 


ft  k;  H  A  R  D 
WAGAMESE 

-  4  -‘  <-«  pi  i  '•rn'1 —  iftai  m  * 


For  Joshua: 

An  Ojibway  Father  Teaches  His  Son 


Written  By:  Richard  Wagamese 
Category:  Biography  &  Autobiography 
Format:  Trade  Paperback,  240  pages 
Publisher:  Anchor  Canada 
ISBN:  978-0-385-65953-6  (0-385-65953-9) 
Pub  Date:  September  9,  2003 
Price:  $19.95 


Author  Bio:  Richard  Wagamese  is  an 
Ojibway  from  the  Wabasseemoong  First  Nation  in 
northwestern  Ontario.  After  winning  a  National 
Newspaper  Award  for  Column  Writing,  he  published 
two  novels  in  the  1990s:  Keeper ’n  Me  and  A 
Quality  of  Light.  His  autobiographical  book,  For 
Joshua,  was  published  in  2003.  Wagamese  has  also 
lectured  and  worked  extensively  in  both  radio  and 
television  news  and  documentaries.  He  lives  outside 
Kamloops,  British  Columbia,  Canada. 


Q:  What  kinds  of  cat  litters  are  kinder  to 
the  environment:  traditional  clay  litters  (so-called 
clumping  litters)  or  other  varieties?  What  about 
some  of  the  new  alternatives,  such  as  those  made 
out  of  wheat  and  com? 

—  Stef  Gandolfi,  Oakland,  CA 

A:  Traditional  clay-based  clumping  cat  lit¬ 
ters  are  the  most  common  and  widely  sold  in  super¬ 
markets  and  pet  supply  stores.  Clay  litters  do  not 
biodegrade  and  instead  pile  up  in  landfills,  produc¬ 
ing  chemicals  that  can  potentially  harm  human 
health.  According  to  the  International  Agency  for 
Research  on  Cancer,  clay  litters  also  produce  dusts 
that  contain  silicon  particles,  which  are  known 
human  carcinogens.  In  addition,  the  clay  used  for 
htter  is  obtained  through  strip-mining,  a  practice 
that  causing  adverse  environmental  effects  on  sur¬ 
rounding  soil,  water 
and  air. 

Some  pet 

owners  have  reported 
respiratory  and  other 
health  problems  in  their 
cats  due  to  both  the 
inhalation  and  ingestion 
of  clumping  clay  litters. 

Once  inside  the  lungs 
or  digestive  tracts,  the 
litter  can  expand  from 
moisture  and  cause  irri¬ 
tation  and  blockages.  In 
the  lungs  this  can  lead 
to  infection,  and  in  the 
intestines  dehydration 
and  a  decrease  in  nutri¬ 
ent  absorption  can 
result.  Scientific  studies 
and  documented  cases 
of  such  incidents  seem 
to  be  in  short  supply, 
however,  and  such 
claims  seem  to  only  be 
anecdotal. 

To  be  safe, 
however,  there  are  a 
number  of  environmentally  friendly  alternatives  that 
are  deemed  safer  for  people  and  cats  alike. 

Recycled  newspaper,  for  one,  can  be  used  to  create 
cat  litter  in  pellet  form.  It  is  biodegradable,  flush- 
able,  burnable  and  99  percent  dust-free.  It  also  has 
the  advantage  of  not  getting  tracked  around  the 
house,  unlike  clay  litters.  Fibre  Cycle,  a  company 
with  the  primary  mission  of  finding  innovative  and 
environmentally  friendly  uses  for  recycled  paper, 
sells  such  paper-based  cat  litter  and  claims  it  to  be 
highly  absorbent,  biodegradable,  long  lasting,  light¬ 
weight  and  virtually  dust-free. 

Plant-based  litters  are  made  from  materials 
such  as  com,  corncobs,  comhusks,  wheat  by-prod¬ 
ucts,  wheat  grass  and  beet  pulp.  According  to 


Worldwise,  a  leading  manufacturer  of  environmen¬ 
tally  responsible  pet  products,  plain  ground  corn¬ 
cobs  are  a  good  choice  because  they  are  made  of 
natural,  flushable  biodegradable  materials,  have  no 
odor,  are  very  absorbent  and  don’t  produce  the  same 
kind  or  volume  of  dust  as  clay  litters. 

Litters  made  from  pine  and  cedar  saw 
dusts  offer  yet  another  clay-based  alternative.  As 
with  the  plant-based  offerings,  they  are  made  from 
natural  scrap  materials  that  biodegrade.  They  also 
eliminate  odor  naturally — due  to  the  innate  ability 
of  both  pine  and  cedar  to  absorb  and  neutralize 
ammonia — rather  than  cover  up  odors  with  chemi¬ 
cals  and  perfumes.  Feline  Pine,  from  Florida-based 
Nature’s  Earth  Products,  is  a  wood  litter  made  from 
100  percent  natural  pine  that  has  been  heated  and 
pressurized  to  remove  any  harmful  wood  oils.  When 
ready  for  changing,  the  biodegradable  litter — avail¬ 


able  in  both  clumping  and  pellet  varieties — can  be 
simply  emptied  into  the  backyard  compost  or 
mulching  pile.  One  caution  about  pine,  though: 
Some  cats  have  a  sensitivity  to  pine  aroma  and  as  a 
result  could  shun  the  litter  box  altogether. 

CONTACTS:  Fibre  Cycle,  www.fibrecy- 
cle.com.au;  Feline  Pine,  www.naturesearth.com; 
Worldwise,  www.worldwise.com/index.html. 

GOT  AN  ENVIRONMENTAL  QUES¬ 
TION?  Send  it  to:  EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The 
Environmental  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  5098,  Westport, 
CT  06881;  submit  it  at:  www.emagazine.com/earth- 
talk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.  emagazine  .com/earthtalk/archive  s  .php . 


Getty  Images 


A  number  of  green-friendly  cat  litters  are  available  today  that  are  safer  for 
people  and  cats  alike. 


Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.coin 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  •¥  Hotels  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimatetravel.cpm 


Upcoming  Events: 

Ricky  Martin 
Seal 

Steve  Miller  Band 
Fergie 
Tool 

Kenny  Chesney 
Chicago 
Rush 

Fall  Out  Boy 
Chayanne 
The  Police 
Beyonce 

Faith  Hill  /  Tim  McGraw 
John  Mayer 
Toby  Keith 
Meat  Loaf 
Morrissey 
111 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tri 


FrontRowUSA.com 


Ticket  Brokers 


Concerts  j  Theatre  f  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


* - 

At  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us}  your  expert 
ticket  broker,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest , 
putting  you  up  front! 

- * 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW,  FRO  NT  ROW  US  A. COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

{954)  455*  1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  For  over  15  years! 


Top  Concerts 


WEIRD  AL  YANKQVIC. 

ISABEL  PANTOJA 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
GREEN /SUGAR  LAND. 
TOOL,  12  ANGRY  MEN 
W/RICHARD  THOMAS  AND 
GEORGE  WENDT,  ROGER 
WATERS  RICKY  MARTIN, 
STEVE  MILLER  BAND. 
USA  LAMPANELLI, 
ALEJANDRO  SANZ 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL  NBA,  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINQLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XLI  SPECIALIST,  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION 
MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 

Top  Theatre 


'GO  DIEGO.  GO’  UVEP 
DISNEY'S  HIGH  SCHOOL 

musical  the  ice  tour 

SESAME  STREET  LIVE! 
ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 
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Sports  :  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  ■  Vkkopvnkv 


Tribe  Celebrates  7th  Annual  Howard 
Tiger  Memorial  Fishing  Tournament 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  It  was  a 
warm,  sunny  spring  morning  on  April  28 
as  a  dozen  boats  lined  up  at  the  L-28 
Canal.  They  were  filled  with  fishermen 
waiting  for  the  start  of  the  7th  Annual 
Howard  Tiger  Memorial  Fishing 
Tournament. 

This  was  the  first  leg  of  three 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  fishing  tour¬ 
nament  events  scheduled  over  several 
weeks. 

The  dry  spell  in  South  Florida 
had  made  the  water  levels  in  the  canals 
severely  low,  so  local  water  managers 
enforced  restrictions.  No  fishing  was 
permitted  past  Alligator  Alley,  and  fish¬ 
ermen  had  to  keep  their  boats  north  or 
south  of  the  L-28  Canal  water  lock. 


Third  place  winner  Tyrone  Cypress  is  all 
smiles 


(L-R):  Naha  Jumper  and  Justin  Gopher  hold  up  their  winning 
catch  before  their  fish  are  released  into  the  canal. 


1st  Diace 

4th  Diace 

Naha  Jumper 

Fred  &  Tom 

&  Justin  Gopher 

12.48  pounds 

18.91  pounds 

5th  Diace 

2nd  Diace 

Josh  Jumper  &  Son 

Kassim  &  Deron 

7.58  pounds 

13.55  pounds 

3rd  place 

Big  Bass 

Tyron  Cypress 

Naha  Jumper  & 

13.50  pounds 

Justin  Gopher 

This  competitive  event  was  hosted  by 
Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  director  of  the 
Recreation  Department,  and  recreation  coordinator 
Steve  Young.  Young  had  the  tough  job  of  weighing 
in  the  slippery  bass  and  recording  the  catch.  Only 
live  fish  were  allowed  to  be  weighed. 

Half  of  the  entry  fees  collected  went  for  the 
Big  Bass  Award  and  the  other  half  went  toward  the 
cash  prize  award.  Contest  rules  require  using  the  total 
weight  of  the  partners’  or  individual’s  five  heaviest 
bass  to  determine  the  winner.  Besides  the  big  cash 
prize,  the  winners  received  the  Sonny  DiCarlo 
Memorial  Big  Bass  Awards  made  from  exquisite 
engraved  glass  in  memory  of  Rusty  Tiger  DiCarlo’s 
late  son. 

Big  Shot  read  off  the  weights  of  the  bass 
caught  up  to  the  magic  hour  of  12:30  p.m.,  when 
the  tournament  ended.  Fishermen  fined  up  their  ves¬ 
sels  and  their  plastic  bags  filled  with  bass  for  the 
weigh-in  along  the  dock,  hoping  they  would  have 
the  winning  fish  of  the  day.  The  anticipation  from 
the  crowd  mounted  as  Steve  Young  recorded  the 
weights,  one  by  one,  and  Big  Shot  announced  them 
over  the  microphone.  After  a  few  minutes,  the  fish 
had  been  totaled  and  the  tournament  winners  were 
announced. 

Winners  with  the  heaviest  catch  of  the  day 
were  Justin  Gopher  and  Naha  Jumper  from  the 
Brighton  community,  both  members  of  the  Panther 
clan.  The  total  weight  of  the  partners’  catch  for  the 
Howard  Tiger  Memorial  Fishing  Tournament  was 
18.91  lbs.  Their  Big  Bass  was  the  heaviest  at  7.10 
lbs.,  allowing  them  to  also  share  the  Sonny  DiCarlo 
Memorial  Big  Bass  Award. 

Justin  Gopher  said:  “It  was  slow  fishing 
this  morning  and  then  it  got  a  little  better  as  the  day 
wore  on.  I  had  a  good  partner.”  Naha  Jumper  added, 
“We  had  a  hard  time  fishing  today  but  we  came  out  on 
top  Early  bird  gets  the  worm,  I  guess.”  Smiling  and 
posing  for  photos  with  the  trophy  on  their  boat,  they 
agreed  they  had  a  pretty  good  day. 

Big  Shot  said  he  would  like  to  see  fishing 
regulations  for  this  area  enforced  more  by  the 
Seminole  Police  Department.  He  said  he  feels  strongly 
that  these  Tribal  lands  are  for  the  Seminole  communi¬ 
ty  only  —  except  during  fishing  tournaments  when 
they  are  open  not  only  to  members  of  the  Native 
American  community,  but  also  to  spouses  and  employ- 


Ricky  Doctor  is  proud  of  his  big  bass. 


After  a  contest  in  May,  the  final  fishing  tour¬ 
nament  will  be  June  9“  from  1  to  7  p.m.  All  competi¬ 
tions  will  be  held  at  the  same  location.  Total  weight 
from  each  of  the  tournaments  will  be  counted  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  overall  winner  at  the  end  of  the  fishing 


Mike  Tiger  enjoys  fishing  with  his  son  Ernie  in  the 
Howard  Tiger  memorial  tournament. 


Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  and  Chebon  Gooden  fish 
off  the  shallows  on  the  canal. 


Josh  Jumper  holds  a  big  bass  he  caught  and  is 
about  to  release. 


Joe  Billie  Jr.  sizes  up  the  table. 


Seniors  Behind  the  8-Ball  Compete 
with  Humor  and  Skill 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The 
6“  Annual  Seniors’  Pool 
Tournament  started  off  in  a  sub¬ 
dued  manner  the  morning  of  April 
19th.  But  by  midday  things  were 
really  cooking  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Senior  Center.  Laughing  and  jok¬ 
ing  bubbled  to  the  surface,  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  camaraderie  among 
those  who  love  to  play  this  popu¬ 
lar  sport. 

Seventeen  players,  divid¬ 
ed  almost  equally  between  men 
and  women,  competed  in  four 
divisions  playing  8-ball. 

In  the  finals,  the  best  of 
the  best  played  tight  games  with 
narrow  wins.  Good-natured  teas¬ 
ing  and  taunts  among  the  players 
fanned  the  mounting  tension. 

In  the  55-59  women’s 
division,  Esther  Buster  came  in 
first  with  Louise  Osceola  in  sec¬ 
ond  place.  In  the  55-59  men’s 
division,  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress 
took  first  and  David  Bowers  took 
second.  In  the  60  +  women’s  divi¬ 
sion,  Annie  Jumper  was  the  win¬ 
ner,  with  Betty  Osceola  in  second 
place.  In  the  60+  men’s  division, 
Joe  Billie  Jr.  won,  with  Russell 
Osceola  in  second  place. 

After  the  finals,  the  top 


Results 

Women  55  -  59 
jit  _  Esther  Buster 
2nd  -  Louise  Osceola 
3rd  -  Caroline  Tiger 

Women  60+ 

Is'*:  -  Annie  Jumper 
2nd  -  Betty  Osceola 
3™  -  Louise  Billie 
4th .  Virginia  Tommie 

Men  55-  59 
Is*--  David  Cypress 
2nd  _  David  Bowers 
3™-  Joe  B.  Osceola 
4th  -  Jonah  Cypress 
5th  -  Matt  Tiger 

Men  60+ 

1st  -  Joe  Billie  Jr. 

2™*  -  Russell  Osceola 
3rd  -  Mitchell  Cypress 
4td  -  Rudy  Osceola 
5th  -  George  Billie 

Men’s  Grand  Champion  -  David 
Cypress 

Women’s  Grand  Champion  - 

Esther  Buster 


players  in  each  division  competed  for 
the  coveted  title  of  Grand  Champion. 

First  up,  David  Cypress 
started  off  at  a  fast  pace  against  his 
opponent  Joe  Billie  Jr.  when  Cypress 
sank  his  first  six  balls.  He  missed  his 
seventh  shot  but  strategically  left  the 
cue  ball  behind  his  own  solid  ball. 
Billie  sized  up  the  table  and  deliv¬ 
ered  a  brilliant  bank  shot,  sinking  his 
first  ball.  However,  Billie  scratched 
on  the  second  shot.  Next,  Cypress 
quickly  sank  his  last  solid,  but 
scratched  in  the  process.  Billie  then 
went  on  a  dramatic  run  of  his  own. 

As  the  pressure  mounted,  he  sank 
every  ball  but  one.  Then  the  table 
returned  to  Cypress  who  finished  off 
the  game,  winning  the  title  of  Men’s 
Grand  Champion. 

The  game  between  Esther 
Buster  and  Annie  Jumper  was  some¬ 
what  slower  paced.  Each  sank  sever¬ 
al  balls  at  each  turn.  Buster  got  the 
advantage  during  the  game  when 
Jumper  scratched  twice.  Then  Buster 
pulled  off  a  beautiful  bank  shot  and 
won  the  title  of  Women’s  Grand 
Champion. 

The  tournament  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Department  of  Elder 
Affairs  with  the  assistance  of  the  Big 
Cypress  Recreation  Department. 
Lunch  was  served  by  the  Senior 
Center  staff. 


Hurricane  Preparedness 
2007  Sales  Tax  Holiday 

June1  1  through  June  1 2,  2007 

For  the  period  beginning  1 2:01  a. m.,  June  1 , 2007,  end  ending  at  midnight, 
June  12,  2007,  the  2007  Florida  Legislature  enacted  and  the  Governor 
approved  a  tax -free  period  directing  that;  No  sales  tax  shall  be  collected 
on  specific  items  related  to  hurricane  preparedness.  The  specific  items 
must  be  in  the  price  ranges  specified  on  the  list  below. 

List  of  tax-exempt  items 

The  following  is  a  lisfol  the  spec!  lied  items  that  will  be  Hut  free.  If  Uie  sales  price  of  a  Qualifying 


item  exceeds  tin?  allowable  threshold  amount, 
purchase  price  is  subject  lo  tax. 

Qualifying  items  selling  tor  510  or  loss: 

-  Slufl  it*  or  items  said  as  artificial  ice 
Qualifying  items  selling  tor  520  or  loss: 

*  Any  peftatteself-powered  light  source 

-  Bsiiery-paweTud  flashlights 

*  Battery-powered  lanterns 

-  Gas-powmd  lantwns  tind  tiding  propane, 
ketesene,  tarnpoil,  or  similar  fueff 

-  Tiki  lypu  torches 

*  Candles 

Qualifying  items  selling  tor  325  or  less: 

-  Any  gas  or  o&sei  teer  cpniainarjinciueuig 
LP  gHS  containers  and  kerosene  r,DniainerS!i 

Qualifying  items  selling  tor  $30  or  less: 

-  Baltepes.  inctueUig  teimargaaNe  (listed 
sizes  only; 

p  AM-cell 
a  AAroen 
a  C-call 
■  D-celi 

p  ft-volt  fa^iuciing  auicnioliie  and  d&ai 

bflitenesi 

p  9-vlH(  (axcluamg  am  c-moLule  and  boat 
ball&riesl 

-  Coolers  (food- storage;  bornMedirfcal  j 

*  k;e  thesis  ilood’Siorsge:  non-el6ctrii.'ji.i 

Qualify i ng  items  selling  tor  $40  or  less: 

-  Any  c«l  phons  charguf 

Qualifying  items  selling  tor  55Q  or  less: 

*  TarpauSns  rtanprti 

-  Visquflan,  pU&fo  shoeing,  plastic:  drop 
Ckiltis,  and  otter  flexible  waterpoo' 
sheeting 


the  tax  exemption  will  not  apply  and  the  total 


*  Grourtd  anchoring  systems  or  toils 

*  De-down  krts  (items  that  are  advertised  or 

normally  sold  as  a  fle-down  kitf 

*  Bungee  oods 

»  flatcbuf  srraps 

Qualifying  items  selling  for  560  or  less: 

*■  Any  cell  phone  batteries 
Qualifying  items  selling  for  575  or  less: 

*  Radas  teell-powcred  or  battery-powered? 

-  Two-way  radios  (sslt-powered  or  battery- 

powered) 

*  Weather  band  radios  (self-powered  or 
batto^  powered) 

*  Any  carbon  monmide  detectors 

*■  Any  package  cunning  ol  two  or  more  at 
(he  previously  lisieti  qualifying  (terns, 
Qualifying  items  selling  for  5200  or  less: 

*  Storm  shutter  devices  (defined  as  matettabf 
end  presets  spacftcaity'  mrinubictured, 
rated,  and  marketed  for  ttic  purpose  of 
preventing  window  damage  tom  storms} 

Qualifying  items  selling  for  51,000  or 
less: 

*  Portable  gfineraiQinti  inai  will  be  used 
to  prowdH  lnyhL.  communications,  or  to 
preserve  pen'shabte  food  In  Ibe  event  of  a 
power  outage. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


18 


May  18,  2007 


Sports  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Alvarado  (white  shirt,  center)  with  family 


Tribal  Citizen  Alvarado  Scores 
Another  KO 


of  a  challenge  because  Dortch  was  making  his  debut. 
At  the  same  time,  it  all  made  his  approach  simple, 
Alvarado  said.  “When  I  came  into  this  fight  my  trainer 
(Collins)  just  wanted  to  make  sure  that  I  went  to  his 
body  and  kept  my  hands  up,”  he  said.  “I  tried  to  stay 
moving  and  move  my  head  from  side  to  side.  Benny 
said  to  just  watch  out  because  he  might  come  out 
crazy  in  the  first  round." 


dleweights; 

•New  York  State  welterweight  Champion 
Francisco  Figueroa  defending  his  title  versus  Llido 
Julio  after  Julio  retired  in  the  bout; 

•Sammy  Payne  remaining  undefeated  over  a 
debuting  Dustin  Lewis  by  TKO  among  lightweights; 

•Elizer  Cepeda  winning  by  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion  over  Corey  Pennington  in  light  middleweight 
action; 

•Abiser  Santizo  remaining  undefeated  over 
Jovann  Jones  by  majority  decision  for  lightweights; 

•Antonio  Rodriguez  picking  up  his  first  pro¬ 
fessional  win  versus  Steve  Gutierrez  in  super  feather¬ 
weight  action  by  majority  decision;  and 

•Angino  Perez  picking  up  his  third  win  over 
Ruslan  Smolenkov  by  TKO  among  welterweights. 


“I  told  him  to 
go  to  the  body,  I  want  to 
see  you  at  an  angle  with 
your  hands  up,”  Collins 
added. 

A  little  prefight 
talk  never  hurts  for 
motivation  either. 
Alvarado  says  a  very 
confident  Dortch  spoke 
of  his  plans  coming  in 
to  do  some  damage  to 
him  and  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  opportunity. 
“He  told  my  trainer  that 
he  was  going  to  hurt 
me,”  Alvarado  said.  “I 
just  told  him  to  go  in 
there  and  get  a  good  jab 
going,  you  know  the 
guy  may  run  after  you 
hit  him  to  the  body  or 
hold  you,  but  keep  at  an 
angle  so  you  can  keep 
him  at  a  distance  and 
use  simple  punches,” 
Collins  said. 

Alvarado  will 
try  to  remain  unbeaten 
with  his  next  action  set 
for  June  9  at  the  John 
Jimmy  Arena  in 
Immokalee. 

Other  action 
that  evening  included: 

•United  States 
Boxing  Champion 
David  Estrada  coming 
out  victorious  versus 
David  Toribio  with  a 
TKO  among  light  mid- 


Alvarado  with  friends,  family  and  supporters 


L-R:  Alvarado,  Wilson  Bowers  and  Byron  Billie 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

WEST  PALM  BEACH  —  The 
road  to  the  top  continued  for  Tribal  citizen 
Elliot  Alvarado  on  April  13.  His  ultimate 
goals  are  still  a  long  way  off,  but  his  climb 
to  recognition  and  stardom  in  the  boxing 
world  remains  intact. 

Now  at  3-0,  he  can  keep  moving 
forward.  Alvarado’s  prey  was  a  debuting 
Robert  Dortch,  in  a  welterweight  match-up 
as  the  Palm  Beach  County  Convention 
Center  hosted  a  full  night  of  action  entitled 
“Friday  the  13th  Massacre,”  featuring  eight 
bouts. 

To  use  a  popular  cliche,  Alvarado 
used  breakneck  speed  to  get  past  an  over¬ 
matched  Dortch  in  exactly  1:00  of  the  first 
round  of  a  scheduled  four.  He  was  all  busi¬ 
ness  and  relentless  in  his  strategy  from  the 
start.  He  moved  in  quickly,  connecting 
with  a  right  hook  to  the  abdomen  of 
Dortch,  who  fell  like  a  tree.  Unable  to 
recover,  he  was  counted  out.  The  bad 

news,  if  any,  was  the  quick  —  although  _ 

impressive  —  ending  to  the  fight,  trainer 

Benny  Collins  said.  “There  was  no  real  strategy  going 

into  this,  just  bang  him  out  of  there,”  he  said. 

“I  don’t  come  in  thinking  I’m  going  to  knock 
somebody  out.  I  just  want  to  go  in  there  and  try  not  to 
get  knocked  out,”  Alvarado  said. 

Preparation  for  the  bout  was  also  somewhat 


Alvarado  (second  from  left)  with  family  and  trainer  Benny 
Collins  (L) 


Chris  Jenkins 

Alvarado  in  training  room  with  staff  after  his  win 
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w  ww  .exhaustd  epot .  com 


Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Bent  exhaust  systems 


-  Mandrel  bent  piping  flows  more  than  standard 

muffki'  ptess  bent 

-  General  muffler  &ftpp  exhaust  wjrk  ai&a  done. 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Turbo  down  pipe  and  Intercooler  pipe  specialist1 
•  Aluminum  bends  coming  soon, 

954-364-4499  5925  Raven swood  Read  Bay  D-1Q 

954-5 59- 2 009  Dsnia  Beach,  FL  33312 
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BC  Martial  Arts  Fitness  Center  Groundbreaking 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  community 
broke  ground  on  April  24  for  the  Big  Cypress 
Martial  Arts  Fitness  Center,  located  adjacent  to 
the  Community  Center. 

Susie  Kippenberger,  a  consultant  to  the 
Tribe,  opened  the  ceremonies  with  a  very  com¬ 
prehensive  outline  of  the  proposed  project. 

“Today  is  about  the  children,”  she  said. 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  is  always  looking  for  ways 
to  help  in  the  development  of  its  youth  into 
young  responsible  adults.  It  is  a  win-win  situation 
when  this  can  be  done  in  a  safe  and  healthy 
atmosphere.” 

Big  Cypress  Fitness  Program  Director 
Vicky  Barogiannis  struck  gold  when  she  intro¬ 
duced  a  martial  arts  program.  It  sparked  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  entire  community  as  soon  as  it  was 
mentioned  and  the  immediate  response  was  over¬ 
whelming. 

A  team  of  experienced  professionals 
from  the  Go  Dragon  School  were  hired  to  initiate  the 
program  through  the  sponsorship  of  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress’  office.  The  first  class  got  under  way 
with  30  students.  Within  a  few  short  months,  atten¬ 
dance  swelled  to  approximately  130  active  regulars 
divided  into  age  categories.  Word  spread  rapidly  and 
requests  came  in  from  the  Brighton  reservation  for 
inclusion  in  the  martial  arts  program.  Classes  are  set  to 
begin  in  June  and  95  children  have  already  signed  up. 

The  Big  Cypress  facilities  were  not  designed 
for  this  much  regular  activity,  and  it  became  apparent 
that  the  program  required  a  bigger  location. 

After  careful  consideration  of  their  options, 
the  Seminole  Tribe  entered  into  an  agreement  for  the 
construction  of  a  building  with  3,850  square  feet  of 
ground  floor  space  and  an  additional  850  square  feet 
on  the  second  floor.  Big  Cypress  Special 
Projects  Coordinator  Nery  Mejicano, 

Administrative  Services  Director  Carter 
Clough  and  Barogiannis  oversaw  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  center. 

The  Tribe,  making  every  effort  to 
ensure  participant  safety,  designed  the  facili¬ 
ty  with  a  security  office  overlooking  the 
main  floor.  The  structure  will  include  a  17- 
foot  high  rappelling  wall  with  three  stations, 
an  exercise  room  with  25-foot  ceilings  and 
four  150-pound  punching  bags. 

Balfoort  and  Finnvold  Architects, 

Rud  Jones  Engineering  and  Berg’s  All  Angle 
Construction  will  make  the  building  a  reality. 

The  wood  laminate  floor  in  the 
exercise  room  can  be  transformed  into  a 
padded  Summit  Puzzle  Mat  modular  floor  as 
the  room’s  activities  dictate.  Safety,  conven¬ 
ience  and  versatility  have  been  the  determin¬ 
ing  factors  in  the  layout  of  the  entire  state-of- 
the-art  facility. 

Sue  Hoover,  representing  Signature 
Structures,  came  all  the  way  from 
Pennsylvania  for  the  groundbreaking  cere¬ 
mony. 


The  martial  arts  presentation  by  the  Go  Dragons  drew 
an  enthusiastic  crowd. 

Addressing  the  assembly,  she  said,  “The 
structure  will  be  supported  by  continuous  steel  trusses 
that  are  3  feet  deep.  In  order  to  decrease  environmen¬ 
tal  impact,  the  interior  framework  is  going  to  utilize 
load-bearing  steel  channel  construction  with  an  outer 
skin  comprised  of  a  polyester  substance  with  a  PVC 
topcoat.  This  Ferrari  fabric  has  a  hurricane  wind  resist¬ 
ance  of  200  mph  and  a  minimum  life  expectancy  of  20 
years.” 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  expressed  his 
enthusiasm  for  the  fitness  program. 

“Health  and  fitness  are  a 
major  concern  within  our  Tribe  and  I 
am  very  pleased  about  the  community 
support  of  this  program  and  its  poten¬ 
tial  benefits,”  he  said. 


Rhonda  Ri 

(L-R)  Vicky  Barogiannis,  William  Osceola,  Moses  Osceola,  Mitchell  Cypress,  David  Cypress  and  Sally 
Tommie  raise  their  shovels  at  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  BC  Martial  Arts  Fitness  Center. 


Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  pointed  out, 


means  defending  your  lands.  It  is  a  practical  defense 
form  with  fitness  movements  and  discipline  that  use 
flexibility,  listening  and  focus  to  accomplish  control  of 


“If  we  don’t  take  care  of  our  the  mind  and  body.  Our  Go  Dragons  are  divided  into 


Haden  Littlebear  splinters  wood  with  accura¬ 
cy  and  determination  during  the  Go  Dragon 
demonstration. 


Little  Warrior  Troy  Lee  Cantu  dis¬ 
plays  great  physical  agility  during  a 
high  jump. 


children’s  physical  well¬ 
being  now,  the  future  costs 
will  be  astronomical. 
Especially  when  you  con¬ 
sider  that  you  can  not  place 
a  price  on  a  human  life.” 

Tribal  President 
Moses  Osceola  congratulat¬ 
ed  the  Big  Cypress  commu¬ 
nity. 

“Your  support  of 
this  worthwhile  program  is 
a  big  step  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion  in  the  shaping  of  the 
future  generations  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe,”  Osceola 
said. 

At  the  core  of  the 
new  Martial  Arts  Fitness 
Center  is  Irena  Loleski  of 
the  Fitness  Program.  She 
introduced  her  staff  and 
gave  a  brief  summary  of  the 
goals  that  have  been  estab¬ 
lished. 

“Martial  arts  is  just 
what  the  name  implies  — 
the  art  of  war  —  which 


four  youth  classes  according  to  age,  and  we  are  also 
available  for  adult  instruction.” 

Laughing,  Loleski  said,  “They  always  say 
that  introducing  children  is  an  invitation  to  be 
upstaged  and  that  is  what  I  plan  to  do.  After  all,  chil¬ 
dren  are  the  reason  we  are  here.” 

Master  Rob  McCarthy,  his  assistants  and 
adult  student  Samuel  Tommie  made  a  grand  entrance 
with  a  group  of  their  star  pupils.  The  presentation  that 
ensued  was  awe-inspiring.  The  young  athletes  exhibit¬ 
ed  fitness  exercises,  martial  arts  kicks,  blocks  and 
focus  demonstrations.  They  executed  flying  leaps  over 
obstructions,  broke  boards  and  demonstrated  self- 
defense  techniques  in  physical  contact  with  other  stu¬ 
dents. 

Certificates  were  awarded  to  the  students  for 
their  accomplishments,  sportsmanship,  attitude  and 
resourcefulness.  It  was  pointed  out  that  these  athletes 
are  learning  leadership  and  will  be  in  a  position  to 
give  back  to  the  community  as  the  leaders  of  tomor¬ 
row. 

The  auditorium  was  filled  to  capacity  for  the 
day’s  activities  and  the  cheering  crowd  expressed  their 
enthusiasm  for  the  program.  Filing  outside,  they 
watched  as  Tribal  officials  joined  Barogiannis  in  dis¬ 
tributing  the  first  full  shovels  of  dirt  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Big  Cypress  Martial  Arts  Fitness  Center. 


COMPLETE 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CENTER 


m r 

v  the  hftijds  tn 

Wd!ncS5|<¥arc 
Reflexology 
Physical  Thera" 
Mafsagc  The  raj 
Nutritional  Col 
Disc  Injuries 
Chronic  Pain 
Acdde  in  /  Tra 


(954)  587-8700 

5973  S  tifli  fig!  Rond . 
Davie,  Florida  33314 i 


Attention  Parents  and  Students 


The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 


We  now  offer  up  to  five 
hoursGo  a  week  of  pri¬ 
vate  tutoring  for 
all  students 
needing  help  in  any 
academic  subject 

Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


We  can  also  pro¬ 
vide  assistance  for 
all  students 
preparing  for 
the  SAT  and  ACT 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 

'‘Handling  Criminal  Cases  Aavss  Florida  For  Over  20  )tav“ 


Law  Chile u  of  Scull  H.  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561)689-3625 
Fax:  (56 1 )  686-4567 
tin  pp  law  1 9 56Mid  Ismi  ih .  nc  t 
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^MForitne  Best 


-  tt*- >  jr**- >«■  _.v-  ?  v-  saju 

Deal  in  Town 
Cal) 

Hector  Isabel 
I  (954)  593-2586 


COME  AND  SEE  THE  ALL  NEW  FORD  MUSTANG,  FREESTYLE,  &  FORD  FIVE  HUNDRED 


Mustang 


Explorer  Sport  Trac: 


SUV  HEADQUARTERS 


Excursion 


Explorer 


Free  27  Pt.  Inspection  with  any  service!  A  $39.95  Value! 

{ask  for  details) 

*  Friendly  A  Professional  service  *  Weekday  A  Saturday  hours 

*  Factory  Certified  ASE  Trained  Technicians  *  Ford  Quality  Parts 

*  12  month  Warranty  on  all  Parts  A  Labor  *  Courtesy  Shuttle  Hours 

*  Convenient  Location 


8655  Pines  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida  33024 


(954)  443-7000 


Buy  Online  At:  www.worldfordpines.com! 


Sales  Hours:  Mon. -Sal.  9am-9pm,  Sun.  11arn-7pm  »  Service  Hours:  Mon.-FrL  7nm-7pm,.  Sot.  7am-4pm 
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Sports  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


I.iEIHIF!'  n^hllLi 


Full-Lenjall 
MirminJ  Ceiling 


PualAJuSAjlMo'1' 

Amp, 

wiib  At’  litvcnef* 
ojilI  2  Cap* 


Aiii  poor 
(oiiride  rtmw  i 


GO 

DRAGON 


- - « 


Jpu  [k3f.1T-  hCfen  tr*  SmM  fljrf  **1  rmt  iYMtr  a**!*  I-  W  fc* 

J  Irinfci  tJtMi*  *  tLi-1  nfl^m  iV-tcif  rclf  itirtiirt  Jn&rer  rf* 


L/i  W  yjTTOrs  J 
ages  3.4,5 
3:30 


Link  Hritmors  // 
3^6-7 
4:39 


*  *. 


,™-i  VJiTSSft  PfTT  linJ  ri  frltUs  .YhTJ.'JT  JijlT.-lV 
Ji.-tIi  tw.i-An.  #mJ  >13*7»,  I.  Ai  l^iiV'  '±UJ  jclJ.  CtefcnMrsij^ 


1  -UrijnkT  fcr-r  ■'-=■  MLa v  **** 


*1*  J  tnfltf  it  Jin1  i  mk1  Vi Jirnri  i  *  Jvi 
rV&f-J  -Lid  .HieJld  ■Sjwdkli  JniiAl'JL  Mwmf 
■i-V*  dun?if  £1ml 


Team  Dnggon 
agf'i  .f-13 
4:45 


Adults  J4+ 
5:30 


Yfatrr  Mrf.Jrihj  fflfiTiF7fry  t-tar-iAi  Lo’-r'  krtlt  ^  tt*-*  IPrii  EwnA-  »  jY  taa  wartu*  « 

UflV»hfi™sn  jnd  Adi  .h  14ftfcrHlflc  drr^  E  i«t  ndm  »  *  bic  n?  j  f  Wf  Ttnnn  -4tJ>  fr  '^n«1  ^*TF«r  k  4l<  j  ^wif  1  *■  l  Milr  li'pHa 

Ikancn  b^wij^mra  m  flirffrli* 


Semina  lo  Edition  {  Bj=>  it?  jqo?  t?p. 


Tribal  Edition  |wwt#.«.2Ccr.22P«Kr^f 


Freedom  Edition  |  h**  hj  .amjjpM 


Independence  Edition  {  p«nw  kj  kb?  jsp™ 


So  Be  Edition  c  mi »_ c*n «.  e kj ia>»_  asm  jo f  .*»*i ^ 


American  idol  Edition  |  m™«r-Ha  nor  SPuwngw 


2007  Imw&i  Town  Car  id  Ps-«ij» 


DkT^3BL(pnwpWhta3»Ke? 


BenSs^  EdtiCn  200T  \  Shf*  i  Back  .3ffl_12JR 


Mercedes  Genr  | S5S0_4.  Passenger 


MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

www,  m  i  Ueniumli  mo.com 


22-Seat  2007  Hummer  H2 
Eagle  t  Edition 


TmcVkh* 
|i»ly  4U0  dun  Deb  4 


Fidi  TbiA  I  Suh-Muocet'  RecurtH  ng 

Sludin 

\  Karaoke  !,  (  / 

Siueime  *|  Machlmr  •  /  Polar  R 

Rjdbd  1 


Over  18  Hummers,  Cluyskrs,  Mewedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from!  /  /  j  jmr^  j  \  \  \JS5S 

Starting  out  at  $55/ hr  for  Regular  Limns  Rberopt« 

$99/lir  for  Hummer  H2  Limos  and  Escalade  Limos  lIKaysjiiljjas^i  *  '(  '(  TV 

The  largest  SUV  Fl«l  in  Srlulh  ITtirida  nrtd  the  lowest  prices.  I5b«M  Fkior/vw  1  ^ AA' Unkl1  \  DVWC(Mr,^. 

Fleet:  W  Pfr &.uvi$er  Uncolri  Townixir,  Excitifei&ns  fitm  18/22/26  Ne>*n  Lm  sj^  slot  M*S4ne 

passeiigetz.  Hummer  H2 ,  Cadillac  Escalade  2007,  Clirvuter  300.  '{  ‘  5’1^inn™  i 

1-800-808-2062 

Weddings  *  Night  Outs  •  Airport  Port  Transfers  *  Excursions  *  Much  More  [Prices  may  be  higher  mi  weekends  taut  holiday* i 

Fax:  954-704-9 106  •  Email:  THilleniumHmos@aoI.com  *  We  cover  the  following  counties:  LeeT  Collier,  Dade.  Broward ,  Point  Beach 


.  LUinF  Art’  Unto  L 

J  t  PVWCilTM^AM 

Neiifi  Uilm  Lns  Vtgas  Syk-  McK  Mndiinc 

$1*  cnlftHunmn^  l*Hj  I 
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Pine  Glade  Estates 

From  the  ITO’j 

INCLUDING  LOT 

Next  to  Everglades  Elementary  School 

*  Public  Water  •  .Screened  Porch 

*  Knockdown  Ceilings  *  FJoritam  Sod 

*  Arch  itcctunil  Shingles  ■  Irrijjition  Sjslon 


Basswood  Estates 

From  the  X^O’s 

INCLUDING  LOT 

Direct ly  off of Route  98,  conveniently  located 
just  north  of  Downtown  Okeechobee 

•  Architectural  Shingles  •  Structural  Slab 

•  Coach  &  Flood  lights  •  Bahia  Sod 

•  Concrete  Block  Const.  «  2  Car  Garage 


Townes  of  Okeechobee 

From  the  X40  ’i 

Pre-construction  Pricing 

*  Knockdown  Ceilings  *  Vertical  81  Ends  *  Patio  Slab 

*  ArdiftHlur.il  Shingles  *  tftS  CurtfirutEitin  *  1  Car  (taragcs 


Vehicles  for  Sale  5/2/2007 

LAST  6  OF 

THE  VIM#  YEAR 

MAKE 

MODEL 

SFRICE 

15562S 

2000 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  pace  Rancja 

145786 

2COO 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

155677 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  tor  price  Range 

134164 

1992 

Chevrolet 

School  8us  -  2“  Passenger 

CaH  for  price  Range 

B35809 

1994 

Fad 

E-35D  Club  Wagon  Van 

Call  for  price  Range 

A26643 

2002 

Ford 

E-350-1 2  Passenger  Van 

Call  for  price  Range 

C96908 

1992 

Ford 

Ranger  -  Pick  Up  Truck 

Call  for  price  Range 

AD6206 

1994 

Ford 

F-350  Ftalbad  Truck 

Call  for  price  Range 

A56794 

1995 

Ford 

E-15Q  Van 

Call  for  price  Range 

A98594 

1994 

Ford 

E-350  Van 

Call  for  price  Range 

145386 

1996 

Dostga 

Club  Cad  1500  Ram 

Call  for  price  Range 

230087 

2003 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call  for  price  Range 

230088 

2003 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call  for  price  Range 

313864 

1999 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call  tor  pace  Range 

216492 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

216494 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

1219B4 

1997 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

D17439 

2002 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call  tor  price  Range 

155627 

2000 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  tor  pace  Range 

C52173 

2003 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call  for  price  Range 

216480 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

A41912 

2003 

Ford 

Explorer 

CaH  tor  pnee  Range 

A41913 

2003 

Fard 

Explorer 

Call  for  pace  Range 

155679 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

155872 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  tor  price  Range 

155678 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

CaH  for  price  Range 

175285 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

148784 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  far  price  Range 

155875 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  tor  price  Range 

210493 

2003 

Fard 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  pace  RsngE 

216505 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call  for  price  Range 

Diego  Orozco 

■  (954)  966-6300  Ext  1216 

YAMAHA  www-BrowafdMGtor^GrHtC&m  $ SUZUKI 


(954)  436-9905 


7^1  iTHiAl'Xit  5§k 
Uteri  tr*i±frtjU  t.  _4 


WE  Will  NOT  It  ON  PE  1SQI  P 
-  HEAD  WLIT  f&V.  IHE  HEit  DLALI 
HLIG£  iELlCNOH  OF  HIW  s  Uitb  INVENTMV 

KNOCK  DOWN,  DROP  BOTTOM, 
WAY  BELOW  COST  CLEARANCE  EVENT 


Come  see  our  decorated 
Model  Center  in 
Pine  Glades  Estates : 
819  SE  39th  Terrace 

For  more  £pfdrm?lion.  jir  Mi 
cflffciiici:  Humbmu  Bat res 

(863)467-7392 
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EmM#  OfeervftSfey  &  titer  Pk/m-f 


www,  m  aronda.ee 

I  CSfSSfiF.  **??**?  fit’S'J'fjSS 


com 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions.  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


FM  CAJtiU  WMWUhJJTU  m 
MIL  URVlCE  «u  hAHUjLiHJiT 


AVAIL  ABU  OPTIONS: 

leather  iri-FOH!  Sofa  Bod.  OnSiat  CD  Changer  Surround  Sound.  Dual  mint  Doors. 
Ground  Effects  Packages.  20  Wheels  &  Much  More. 

Custom  Wheels.  Custom  Palm  Jobs.  Lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


Maroone  >. 
Chevrolet 


■pil  PlIkJiniiLil  b  n 
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Announcements  *  Abaahceke  *  Na k- o li kerkece tv 


Poems 


Happy  Birthday 


Okay 


Is  it  okay  to  give  and  expect  nothing  in 
return 

Is  it  okay  to  cross  a  bridge  that  bums 
Is  it  okay  for  this  pain  to  be  sweet 
Is  it  okay  to  walk  a  path  hoping  we  meet 
Is  it  okay  to  hold  close  to  a  special  touch  T  ..  ,  „  . 

Is  it  okay  to  feel  for  something  so  much  n  es  !e  '  ,  °P  er 


Is  it  okay  knowing  what  once  was  may 
never  again  be 

Is  it  okay  to  wait  a  lifetime  just  to  see 
I  ask  my  heart  these  questions  and  what 
does  it  say 

Each  beat  softly  whispers,  “Yes  it  is 
okay” 


Panther  Clan 


Never  Did  I  Say 

I  was  a  man  consumed  by  ego  and  pride 
Who  gave  birth  to  the  pain  that  grew 
from  a  lie 

To  be  a  father  was  my  ultimate  goal 
That  was  denied  due  to  a  path  I  chose 
Escaping  the  court’s  life  sentence  yet 
being  delivered  another  lesson  I  must 
learn 

Never  again  will  I  ask  you  to  wait  but 
please  tell  the  kids  dad  promises  to 
return 

The  pain  is  great  knowing  I  left  each  of 
you  alone 

A  payment  to  the  fool  who  embraced 

strangers  instead  of  his  own 

I’m  reminded  daily  to  hold  close  to  that 


which  is  true 

How  life  reveals  its  distance  by  separat¬ 
ing  me  from  each  of  you 
Tears  fall  peacefully  for  that  which  has 
begun  to  depart 

As  I  discover  what’s  given  to  a  broken 
and  contrite  heart 

My  love  for  you  and  our  kids  is  one  that 
will  not  perish 

The  “home  team”  I  will  forever  cherish 
It’s  been  said,  “It  can  only  get  better” 
My  thoughts  exactly  as  I  journey  the 
system’s  A- letter 

Spoken  silently  to  a  heart  being  taken 
away 

These  are  the  words  never  did  I  say 

Leslie  J.  Gopher 

Panther  Clan 


~  -  University  Podiatry  Associates 

^ iUomti!  EVtrftwl  fool  A  ipec-aiiKS 

eiHUCTT  1  WOUFtS*^  DPM,  P1PMSF, 


M  Senior  Living  Community 

1450  SW  mil  Wby 
Oatirfiald  Bttsch.  R  33441 
954-J2G-349G 
9S4-42fi-T022  fa* 

Heat  Deatites  medical  FadUitew  atxl  dropping 

ONE:  BEDROOM  FLOOR  FLAMS  FROM  S6BU 
Include*  Ultrifles  -  Root  S  Spn  ■  Clubhouse* 
Gctnyutei  Lao-  Adttfiiics -  Hcsllh  Walr.h 


Inez wm  A  Jigs  flesJnctotf  55+ 


& 


rinMifegH-lU  HiccfT* 


Any  Jail 
Any  Time 

Bail  Bonds 
Fianzas 


24  Hours 
Emergency 
Service 


6il  Velasquez 


Tel-  954-463-2227  -  Fax;  954-463^2228 

521  5.  fSu-te  #6)  ft  Lauderdale,  FL  33301 


Happy  17th  birthday  to 
Trisha  Lola  Walker  on  April  16. 
Love, 

Mom,  Stepdad  Robert  G 
and  your  brothers  and  sisters 


We  would  like  to  wish  Madyson 
Osceola  a  happy  birthday  on  May  23.  We 
love  you  and  hope  you  have  a  great  6th 
birthday. 

Love  always, 

Your  late  Uncle  Bill,  Aunt 
Angel,  Cousins  Ozzy  and  Briley  Osceola 
and  Roxanne 

We  would  like  to  wish  Roxanne 
Terrozas  a  happy  birthday  on  May  23. 
Hope  you  have  a  great  16th  birthday  and 
we  love  you. 

Love  always, 

Your  late  Uncle  Bill,  Aunt  Angel 
and  cousins  Ozzy  and  Briley  Osceola 

We  would  like  to  wish  Sean 
Osceola  a  happy  belated  birthday  on  May 
7.  Hope  you  had  a  good  day  and  got  what 
you  wanted.  We  love  you. 

Love  always, 

Your  late  Uncle  Bill,  Aunt 
Angel,  cousins  Ozzy  and  Briley  Osceola 
and  Roxanne 

We  would  like  to  wish  Kristina 
Osceola  a  happy  birthday  on  May  27.  We 
love  you  and  hope  you  have  a  great  birth¬ 
day. 

Love  always, 

Your  late  Uncle  Bill,  Aunt 
Angel,  cousins  Ozzy  and  Briley  Osceola 
and  Roxanne 


Happy  birthday  to  Destiny 
Robbins  on  April  16. 

Love  you, 

Your  family  in  BC 


Letter 


J.R.  Balentine, 

I  know  this  is  not  a  perfect  world.  It  hurts  to 
see  you  go  through  some  rough  times,  but  sometimes 
we  got  to  learn  things  the  hard  way. 

Sometimes  we  do  things  we  can’t  take  back. 
But  believe  this  ...  you  can  accomplish  anything  you 
set  out  to  do.  You  just  got  to  overcome  the  obstacles 
that  are  in  your  way. 

That’s  what  makes  a  person  stronger  in  life. 
Just  keep  your  head  up  and  stay  strong.  Don’t  worry 
about  what  other  people  say;  some  people  will  say 
negative  things  just  to  bring  people  down.  Your  fami¬ 
ly  will  be  here  when  you  need  us.  Be  proud.  Hang  in 
there.  Things  will  get  better. 

Love, 

Your  mom, 

Tisha  Walker 


Thank  You 


We  the  family  of  Billy  J.  Osceola 
would  like  to  take  this  time  to  thank  every¬ 
one  who  was  there  in  our  time  of  need. 
Thank  you  all  for  everything; 
it  was  greatly  appreciated. 

I  During  a  time  like 

|  this,  we  realize  how  much 
V  our  friends  and  relatives 
I  really  mean  to  us  ...  Your 
expression  of  sympathy 
will  always  be  remem¬ 
bered. 

Thank  you  all, 
Angel  Osceola 
(wife),  Ozzy,  Briley, 
Trent  and  Lauren 
Osceola  (children) 


For  Sale 


48  volt 
Electric  Golf 
Cart,  flip  down 
windshield,  27  inch 
tires,  aluminum 
rims,  six  inch  lift 
kit,  headlights, 
brake  lights,  turn 
signals,  rain  cur¬ 
tains,  25  amp 
inverter  for  radio 
hook-up,  etc. 
Asking  $4,000. 
Please  call  (954) 
966-6300,  Ext. 

1244  or  (954)  649- 
5103  for  more 
information. 


Help  Wanted 


Position  Title:  Mental  Health 
Technician 

Wanted:  Native  American  with  two 
or  more  continual  years  of  addiction 
recovery  experience  for  mental 
health  technician  position. 

Applicant  will  work  full  time  deliv¬ 
ering  direct  services  to  residential 
clients.  Should  possess  a  valid  dri¬ 
ver’s  license. 

Please  contact  us  at  (800)  622-0866 
or  kberger@drughelp.com. 


Position  Title:  Network 
Administrator/Seminole  Police 
Department 

Department:  Information 
Technology 

Location:  Seminole  Police 
Department,  assigned  to  the 
Hollywood  Reservation 
Salary:  $52,000 


Minimum  Qualifications: 
Bachelor’s  degree  in  information  systems 
or  related  field  or  four  to  six  years  of 
related  experience  and  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  certifications  preferred:  MCSE  (2000 
or  2003),  CCNA,  CCIE  and/or  MCP. 


Duties:  Plan,  design  and 
maintain  the  police  agency’s 
Tribal-wide  network  systems  for 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  integri¬ 
ty  and  network  security. 
Troubleshoot,  evaluate,  and 
suggest/implement  new  tech¬ 
nologies  for  the  network  for 
proper  functionality  of  network 
resources  to  provide  users  with 
secure  access  to  computerized  programs 
and  data.  Diagnose  problems,  deficiencies 
and  abnormal  conditions  and  initiate 
actions  to  ensure  that  they  are  resolved  in 
a  timely  manner. 


u 


GET  OUT  OF  JAIB 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


We  have  moved ,  the  new  address  is 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  3331 1 


Professional  Service 


MYRNA  L 


ii  * 


(954)  583-9119  *  Tribal  Dividends  Accepted 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


New  Trail  Publication  to  Honor 
Florida ’s  Native  Cultures 


Submitted  by  Brenda  Swann 

A  Florida  Native  American  Heritage  Trail 
booklet,  planned  for  distribution  in  late  2007,  is 
the  latest  edition  in  the  Florida  Heritage  Trail 
series  developed  through  historic  preservation 
grant  funding. 

It  will  honor  Florida’s  Native  American 
cultures,  both  past  and  present,  by  providing  in- 
depth  information  for  residents  and  visitors.  In  text 
and  images,  the  publication  will  describe  over  100 
heritage  tourist  destinations  throughout  the  state 
where  ancient  Native  Americans  left  evidence  of 
their  cultures  and  where  contemporary  Native 
Americans  thrive  and  exhibit  their  cultures. 

The  publication  has  been  funded  by  a 
grant  from  the  Florida  Division  of  Historical 
Resources  (DHR),  Department  of  State.  It  pro¬ 
vides  for  printing  20,000  copies,  of  which  each  of 
these  will  receive  5,000:  the  Trail  of  Florida’s 
Indian  Heritage,  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  the 
Miccosukee  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Florida  and  DHR. 
The  Trail  will  distribute  most  of  its  5,000  copies  to 
its  member  sites  and  interpreters. 

The  Frank  E.  Duckwall  Foundation  is 
funding  additional  printing  so  each  of  the  nearly 
4,000  elementary  school  in  Florida  will  have 
copies  for  their  libraries. 

Included  in  the  booklet  are  the  26  sites 
and  three  heritage  interpreters  that  are  members  of 
the  Trail  of  Florida’s  Indian  Heritage,  as  well  as 
many  others.  The  publication  will  also  include  an 
account  of  the  12,000-plus  years  of  Native 
American  presence  and  significance  in  Florida, 
plus  articles  on  special  interest  topics  and  biogra¬ 
phies  of  individuals  important  to  Florida’s  Native 
American  heritage. 

The  booklet  will  offer  much  information 
about  sites  that  provide  public  education  about 
Seminole  and  Miccosukee  heritage.  They  include: 

Museum  of  Florida  History  (Tallahassee) 

Bulow  Plantation  Ruins  Historic  State 
Park  (Bunnell) 

Castillo  de  San  Marcos  (St.  Augustine) 

Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History 
(Gainesville) 

The  Matheson  Museum  (Gainesville) 

Alligator  Lake  Recreational  Area  (Lake 

City) 

Micanopy  Historical  Society  Museum 
(Micanopy) 

Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  State  Park 
(Micanopy) 

Paynes  Creek  Historic  State  Park 
(Bowling  Green) 

Dade  Battlefield  Historic  State  Park 
(Bushnell) 

Fort  Christmas  Park  and  Museum 
(Christmas) 


Chief  Chipo’s  Village  Historical  Marker 
(Lake  Hamilton) 

Fort  King  National  Historic  Landmark 
Historical  Marker  (Ocala) 

Marion  County  Museum  of  History 

(Ocala) 

The  Orange  County  Regional  History 
Center  (Orlando) 

Brevard  Museum  of  History  and  Science 

(Cocoa) 

DeLeon  Springs  State  Park  (Deland) 

St.  Lucie  County  Historical  Museum 
(Fort  Pierce) 

New  Smyrna  Museum  of  History  (New 
Smyrna  Beach) 

Seminole  Rest,  Canaveral  National 
Seashore  (Oak  Hill) 

Battle  of  Okeechobee  Historical  Marker 
(Okeechobee) 

Fort  Cooper  Historical  State  Park 
(Inverness) 

Tampa  Bay  History  Center  (Tampa) 

Fort  Foster,  Hillsborough  River  State  Park 
(Thonotosassa) 

Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki  Museum,  Big  Cypress 
Reservation  (Clewiston) 

Billie  Swamp  Safari,  Big  Cypress 
Reservation  (Clewiston) 

The  Clewiston  Museum  (Clewiston) 
Southwest  Florida  Museum  of  History 
(Fort  Myers) 

Fort  Center,  Fisheating  Creek  Wildlife 
Management  Area  (Moore  Haven) 

Collier  County  Museum  (Naples) 

Big  Cypress  National  Preserve  Oasis 
Visitor  Center  (Ochopee) 

Tree  Tops  Park,  Pine  Island  Ridge 

(Davie) 

Jonathan  Dickinson  State  Park  (Hobe 

Sound) 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee 
Village  (Hollywood) 

Seminole  Okalee  Indian  Village 
(Hollywood) 

Indian  Key  Historic  State  Park 
(Islamorada) 

Loxahatchee  River  Historical  Marker 

(Jupiter) 

Historical  Museum  of  Southern  Florida 

(Miami) 

Miccosukee  Indian  Village  and  Museum 
of  Tribal  and  Natural  History  (Tamiami  Trail) 
Snake  Warrior’s  Island  (Miramar) 

Arch  Creek  Historic  and  Archaeological 
Park  (Miami) 

The  Historical  Society  of  Martin  County 
at  Elliot  Museum  (Stuart) 


‘The  Trail’  Has  a  New  Name 

Florida  Tribes  Not  ‘Lost’  But  Alive  and  Vibrant 


Submitted  by  Roger  Block,  Ph.D., 

President,  Trail  of  Florida’s  Indian  Heritage  Board 

The  Trail  of  the  Lost  Tribes  network  was 
originally  established  in  2000  as  a  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tion  honoring  Florida’s  ancient  people.  Through  its 
mission,  the  Trail  informed  the  public  about  archaeo¬ 
logical  sites,  museums  and  heritage  interpreters  who 
illuminate  the  prehistoric  Indian  cultures. 

The  term  “lost”  in  the  name  reflected  empha¬ 
sis  on  Florida’s  original  native  people.  Devastated, 
they  were  presumed  to  have  vanished  completely  from 
the  historical  record  in  the  1500s  and  1600s  due  to 
war,  disease  and  persecution  following  European  con¬ 
tact. 

However,  as  the  Trail  network  expanded, 
modem  Native  American  groups  in  Florida  —  the 
Seminoles  and  Miccosukees  —  expressed  sincere 
reservations  about  joining  the  Trail  because  of  the 
term  “lost”  in  the  organization’s  name.  These  federal¬ 
ly  recognized 
Florida  Native 
American  groups, 
as  well  as  scores  of 
other  Native 
American  descen- 
dents  living  in 
Florida,  do  not 
consider  them¬ 
selves  lost,  but 
alive  and  continu¬ 
ing  to  honor  then- 
ancient  traditions. 

They  want  to  be 
viewed  as  a  vibrant 
element  of  today’s 
diverse  social  fab¬ 
ric  with  a  rich  her¬ 
itage. 

In  addi¬ 
tion,  archaeologists 
have  recently  come 
to  recognize  that 
knowledge  of  the 
past  is  not  just  derived  from  artifacts  excavated  from 
the  ground.  By  working  as  partners  with  local  related 
Native  Americans  who  share  oral  history  and  tradi¬ 
tions,  archaeologists  can  significantly  improve  the 
interpretation  of  the  ancient  past  for  the  public  bene¬ 
fit. 

Also,  and  very  significantly,  the  original 
native  people  of  Florida  were  devastated  by  the 
effects  of  disease  and  warfare.  However,  remnants  of 
the  Tocobaga,  Calusa,  Timucua,  Tequesta,  Apalachee 
and  other  groups  did  survive  and  were  assimilated 
into  the  Creek/Seminole  and  Miccosukee  groups  that 
migrated  into  Florida  during  the  late  1600s  and  early 
1700s. 

In  spite  of  attempts  at  removal  and  relocation 
by  the  U.S.  government,  a  resistant  and  heroic  portion 
of  the  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  tribes  survived  into 
modem  times  in  Florida.  Thus,  the  concept  of  “his- 


“  Today’s  Trail  is  not  just 
about  the  ancients ,  but  about 
the  heritage  represented  by 
the  total  sweep  of  time  and 
continuity  from  the  first 
humans  who  entered  Florida 
to  the  present  Native 
Americans  here,  ” 

-  Roger  Block,  Ph.D.,  Trail 
Board  President 


toric  continuity”  of  tradition  is  validly  claimed  and 
revered  by  today’s  Florida  Native  Americans. 

And  finally,  a  group  of  300  Apalachee 
descendents  who  relocated  into  Alabama  and  later 
into  Louisiana  are  currently  seeking  federal  recogni¬ 
tion  as  a  tribal  group  originally  located  in  north 
Florida. 

For  all  these  reasons,  the  concept  of  “lost” 
tribes  appeared  archaic  and  inappropriate  to  some 
Trail  Board  members  and  discussions  began  about 
whether  or  not  to  change  the  Trail’s  name.  In 
November,  2006,  the  Trail  Board  sent  an  email  to  all 
the  Trail  sites,  interpreters  and  the  Trail  Advisory 
Council,  asking  for  a  review  of  the  above  background 
information.  The  result  was  a  unanimous  decision  that 
the  Trail  should  change  its  name. 

On  December  11,  2006,  the  Trail  Board  of 
Directors  met  in  Port  Charlotte  to  discuss  and  resolve 
the  name  change  issue.  After  a  spirited  discussion,  the 
Board  unanimously 
decided  to  change 
the  name  for  our 
growing  organiza¬ 
tion  to  be:  Trail  of 
Florida’s  Indian 
Heritage. 

All  Board 
members  assem¬ 
bled  agreed  that  the 
word  “Trail”  should 
remain  for  name 
recognition  and  the 
fact  that,  as  the 
organization  grows, 
the  term  Trail  will 
continue  to  remain 
appropriate. 
“Florida”  was 
added  to  be  more 
specific  to  our 
state.  Whether  to 
use  Native 
American  or  Indian 
came  to  a  close  decision.  “Indian”  was  chosen  follow¬ 
ing  the  model  used  by  the  National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian  and  because  it  is  a  nationally  used 
term  applied  to  all  American  indigenous  people. 

“Heritage”  was  selected  since  it  encapsulates 
the  history,  culture,  language,  beliefs,  art  and  customs 
for  the  entire  continuum  of  Florida’s  Native  American 
human  habitation:  Paleo,  Archaic,  Precontact,  Post¬ 
contact,  Historic,  Conflict  and  Modem  Era. 

In  2008,  the  Trail  plans  to  seek  grants  from 
several  funding  agencies  to  publish  a  new  brochure 
which  will  be  updated  to  include  several  new  Trail 
sites.  Plans  are  also  being  made  to  hold  an 
Archaeological  Speaker  Series  to  be  hosted  at  several 
member  sites.  For  more  information  about  the  Florida 
Native  American  Heritage  Trail,  its  site  members,  and 
how  to  become  a  new  member  of  the  Trail,  please 
visit  www.trailoffloridasindianheritage.org. 


CLEARWATER,  FLORIDA 
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Casino  Esh-te-inay-bee  Cheke  Setenpokvcuko 


Latin  Sensation  Chayanne  to  Perform  At  Hard  Rock  Live 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Latin  heart- 
throb  Chayanne  will  enchant  South  Florida 
audiences  at  Hard  Rock  Live  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on 
Wednesday,  June  20  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  are 
on  sale  now. 

Puerto  Rican-bom  Chayanne  (aka 
Elmer  Figueroa- Arce)  began  his  career  at 
age  10  with  a  musical  group  called  Los 
Chicos,  and  by  age  17,  he  had  recorded  his 
first  of  15  solo  albums.  Since  then,  he  has 
sold  millions  of  albums  earning  more  than 
70  platinum  and  gold  records  and  has 
received  two  Grammy  nominations  and  an 
MTV  Award  for  Best  International  Video. 
He  has  had  more  than  17  Top  10  hits  on 
the  Billboard  charts. 

Chayanne ’s  first  two  albums, 
Chayanne  es  mi  Nombre  and  Sangre 
Latina,  were  released  in  1984  and  1986, 
respectively,  to  modest  success  in  Central 
America.  A  few  years  later,  he  released  his 
first  of  two  massively  successful  epony¬ 
mous  albums  which  included  several  sin¬ 
gles  that  propelled  him  to  stardom  such  as 
“Tu  Pirata  Soy  Yo,  ”  “Fuiste  un  Trozo  de 
Hielo  en  la  Escarcha,  ”  “Este  Ritmo  Se 
Baila  Asi,  ”  “Fiesta  en  America  ”  and  the 
ballad  “Peligro  de  Amor.  ”  In  1990,  he 
released  the  album  which  many  fans  con¬ 
sider  as  his  ultimate:  Tiempo  de  Vais,  fea¬ 


turing  some  of  his  best-selling  No.  1  sin¬ 
gles  including  the  title  track, 
“Completamente  Enamorados  ”  and 
“Darla  Cualquier  Cosa.  ” 

Other  Chayanne  releases  include 
Provocame  (1992),  Influences  (1994), 
Volver  a  Nacer  (1996),  Atado  a  tu  Amor 
(1998),  Simplemente  (2000),  Grandes  exi- 
tos  (2002),  Sincero  (2003),  Desde  Siempre 
(2005)  and  Cautivo  (2005).  These  collec¬ 
tively  offered  up  several  No.  1  hits  on 
Billboard’s  Hot  Latin  Chart  including  “El 
Centro  de  mi  Corazon  ”  “Dejaria  Todo,  ” 
“Yo  Te  Amo,  ”  “Y  Tu  Te  Vas,  ”  “Un  Siglo 
Sin  Ti  ”  and  “Cuidarte  El  Alma.” 

Chayanne ’s  latest  release  is  this  year’s  Mi 
Tiempo,  which  features  “Si  Nos  Quedara 
Poco  Tiempo.  ” 

Chayanne ’s  talents  extend  to  the 
silver  and  small  screens  with  starring  roles 
in  four  soap  operas,  Fox’s  Ally  McBeal, 
several  mini  series  and  movies.  In  1998,  he 
shared  screen  time  with  Vanessa  Williams 
and  Kris  Kristofferson  in  the  film  Dance 
with  Me.  The  movie  soundtrack  included 
two  duets  by  Chayanne  and  Williams  that 
were  written  by  well-known 
composer/writer  Diane  Warren.  He  has 
also  served  as  spokesperson  for  multina¬ 
tional  companies  such  as  Pepsi,  Kodak, 
American  Airlines,  Crest  and  Frito  Lay.  In 
1994,  Chayanne  was  featured  on  the  cover 


of  Playgirl  magazine,  accompanied  by  a 
six-page  article  and  pictorial.  He  was 
named  one  of  the  “50  most  beautiful  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  world”  by  People  Magazine. 

Despite  his  busy  schedule, 
Chayanne  lends  his  voice  to  those  less  for¬ 
tunate.  He  is  an  appointed  Ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations  for  the  Immigrants 
Foundation  and  serves  as  an  envoy  to  the 
High  Commissioner  for  the  United  Nations 
World  Refugee  Organization.  His  concern 
for  children  led  him  to  become  the 
Hispanic  spokesperson  for  the  Starlight 
Foundation,  whose  mandate  is  to  grant  the 
wishes  of  terminally  ill  children.  His  native 
country  even  named  a  road  after  him  —  a 
highway  that  connects  San  Lorenzo  with 
Gurabo,  formerly  known  as  PR-203. 

Tickets  cost  $150,  $100,  $75  and 
$50;  additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats 
are  reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  daily  from 
noon  until  7  p.m.  Tickets  purchased  in  per¬ 
son  at  the  box  office  will  not  incur  a  serv¬ 
ice  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  online  at  www.ticket- 
master.com  or  to  charge  by  phone:  Miami  - 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523- 
3309,  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors 
open  one  hour  before  the  show  starts. 


Six-Time  Grammy  Winner  Mary  J.  Blige  Brings  the  411 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Multitalented 
musical  artist,  producer  and  actress  Mary  J. 
Blige  brings  her  electrifying  stage  show  of 
hip-hop,  soul  and  rhythm  and  blues  to 
Hard  Rock  Live  at  the  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  July  19  at  8  p.m. 
Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Bronx-born  Mary  Jane  Blige  has 
sold  more  than  34  million  albums  world¬ 
wide  since  her  1992  debut,  What’s  the  411? 
overseen  by  then  by  up-and-coming  label 
executive  Sean  “P.  Diddy”  Combs.  The 
single  “Real Love”  hit  No.  1  on  the  R&B 
chart  and  became  a  Hot  100  single,  where 
it  peaked  at  No.  7. 

Two  years  later,  Blige  released  My 
Life,  a  darker,  moodier  set  whose  first  sin¬ 
gle,  ironically,  was  “Be  Happy,  ”  which 
peaked  at  No.  29  on  the  Hot  100,  and  rose 
to  No.  6  on  the  R&B  chart. 

Blige’s  third  album,  Share  My 
World,  enlisted  a  Who’s  Who  of  producers 
in  the  industry  including  Jimmy  Jam  and 
Terry  Lewis,  R.  Kelly,  Babyface  and  rising 
star  Rodney  Jerkins,  who  helmed  a  signifi¬ 
cant  portion  of  the  album.  Share  My  World 
debuted  at  No.  1  and  had  four  hit  singles. 


Following  was  1999’s  self-titled 
Mary,  an  earthier,  adult  contemporary- 
tinged  collection  of  songs,  harkening  back 
to  ’70s  and  early  ’80s  soul  featuring  Aretha 
Franklin,  Elton  John  and  Lauryn  Hill. 

Two  years  later,  Blige  released  No 
More  Drama,  of  which  the  first  single,  the 
Dr.  Dre-produced  “Family  Affair,  ”  became 
her  first  No.  1  single  on  the  Billboard  Hot 
100.  Other  notable  songs  included  “Rainy 
Dayz,  ”  (featuring  Ja  Rule)  and  “He  Think  I 
Don ’t  Know.  ” 

Blige’s  sixth  album,  the  No.  1 
chart-positioned  Love  &  Life  reteamed  her 
with  Combs.  In  2005,  Blige  issued  The 
Breakthrough,  another  all-star  production 
that  included  a  duet  with  U2  on  the  cover 
of  their  1992  hit,  “One,  ”  which  also  gave 
Blige  her  biggest  hit  to  date  in  the  UK.  The 
single  “Be  Without  You,  ”  topped  the  R&B 
chart  for  a  record-setting  15  consecutive 
weeks  and  peaked  at  No.  3  on  the  Hot  100. 

Blige’s  most  recent  album, 
Reflections  -  A  Retrospective,  was  released 
this  past  year.  It  contains  the  singles  “We 
Ride  (I  See  the  Future)  ”  and  “ Reflections 
(I  Remember).  ” 


To  date,  Blige  has  won  two 
NAACP  Image  Awards,  three  BET  Awards, 
four  American  Music  Awards,  six  Grammy 
Awards  and  10  Billboard  Music  Awards. 
She  recorded  several  TV  and  movie  themes 
including  the  FOX  series  New  York 
Undercover,  the  hip-hop  biopic  The  Show, 
and  the  movie  Waiting  to  Exhale. 

She  also  recently  released  an 
album  of  duets,  Mary  J.  Blige  &  Friends, 
with  an  accompanying  DVD  that  featured 
Sting,  Santana,  Elton  John  and  Patti 
LaBelle.  All  of  the  proceeds  through 
February  2007  benefited  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Clubs  of  America. 

Tickets  cost  $100,  $80  and  $60; 
additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are 
reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Live  Box  Office,  open  daily  from  noon 
until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at  www.ticket- 
master.com  or  to  charge  by  phone:  Miami  - 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523- 
3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 
Doors  open  one  hour  before  the  show 
starts. 


Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
Celebrates  Third  Anniversary 

Events  Feature  Cash  and  Prize  Giveaways 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Throughout 
May,  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  is  celebrating  all  things  lucky  with 
its  Three-year  anniversary  festivities.  There 
are  giveaways  galore  —  from  cash  to  cars 
—  and  free  commemorative  Rockin’ 
Anniversary  pins. 

Every  Sunday,  drive  away  in  a 
Volvo  S40  and  on  May  26,  secure  an 
opportunity  to  win  up  to  $50,000  in  cash 
and  prizes.  Swipe  your  Players  Club  card 
every  day  and  win  with  the  Lucky  Swipe 
promotion  in  which  more  than  6,000  win¬ 
ners  will  be  chosen  for  free  machine  play, 
guaranteed  cash  and  prizes  and  free 
Players  Club  points. 

Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  is  South  Florida’s  leading  entertain¬ 
ment  destination,  featuring  50  live  action 
poker  tables  and  2,100  of  the  most  popular 
gaming  machines  on  the  casino  floor.  For 
the  third  year  in  a  row,  the  American 


Automobile  Association  (AAA)  has 
bestowed  its  prestigious  Four  Diamond  rat¬ 
ing  on  this  500-room  hotel.  The  property 
also  hosts  17  restaurants,  11  clubs  and 
lounges,  40,000  square  feet  of  meeting 
room  space,  a  full-service,  European-style 
spa  and  22  retail  shops. 

Hard  Rock  Live  is  Seminole  Hard 
Rock’s  newest  addition,  boasting  state-of- 
the-art  acoustics  and  showcasing  the  latest 
national  music  and  comedic  acts  and  box¬ 
ing.  Complimentary  and  valet  parking  are 
available.  With  the  opening  of  the  Lucky 
Street  Parking  garage,  2,300  more  spaces 
are  available. 

The  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  is  located  on  State  Road  7  (U.S. 
441).  Exit  1-95  at  Stirling  Road  and  travel 
west  to  (1  Seminole  Way)  in  Hollywood. 
For  more  information,  call  (954)  327- 
ROCK,  1-800-937-0010  or  visit 
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com. 


Grammy  Winner  Nelly  Furtado  To 
Sing  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Singer/song¬ 
writer  and  Grammy  award-winning  artist 
Nelly  Furtado  will  bring  her  unique  musi¬ 
cal  style  to  Hard  Rock  Live  on  May  30  at 
8  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Furtado  heavily  credits  her  ethnic 
background  and  childhood  for  spawning 
her  creativity  as  a  female  and  as  an  inspir¬ 
ing  musician.  Bom  and  raised  in  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  Canada,  Furtado  cites  a 
wide  variety  of  artists  and  genres  including 
Brazilian,  reggaeton,  hip-hop  and  alterna¬ 
tive  in  helping  her  craft  her  own  melodies 
and  freestyle  rhymes. 

Furtado’s  first  single,  “Party’s 
Just  Begun  (Again),  ”  was  released  that 
year  on  Brokedown  Palace:  Music  from  the 
Original  Motion  Picture  Soundtrack. 

Furtado’s  official  debut  album, 
Whoa,  Nelly!,  was  released  in  October 
2000  to  international  acclaim  and  featured 
the  singles,  “I’m  Like  a  Bird”  and  “Turn 
Off  the  Light.  ”  It  received  four  Grammy 
nominations  in  2002,  and  her  debut  single 
won  for  Best  Female  Pop  Vocal 
Performance. 

Furtado’s  second  album,  Folklore, 
was  released  in  November  2003  and 
included  the  single  “Forga  ’’  (meaning 
“strength”  or  “carry  on”  in  Portuguese), 


the  official  anthem  of  the  2004  European 
Football  Championship.  Furtado’s  third 
album,  the  Timbaland-produced  Loose, 
was  released  in  June  2006.  Four  lead  sin¬ 
gles  were  released  in  different  regions  of 
the  world:  the  Spanish  reggaeton-influ- 
enced  “No  Hay  Igual  ”  (featuring  Calle 
13),  the  hip-hop  “Promiscuous”  (featuring 
Timbaland),  for  which  she  won  a  2006 
Billboard  Music  Award  for  Pop  Single  of 
the  Year,  the  Latin  “Te  Basque  ”  (featuring 
Juanes),  and  the  pop  single  “Maneater.  ” 

Loose,  considered  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  album  of  Furtado’s  career  so  far, 
reaching  No.  1  in  several  countries  includ¬ 
ing  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  also  featured  the 
hits  “Promiscuous  ”  and  “Say  It  Right.  ” 

Tickets  cost  $80,  $65  and  $50; 
additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are 
reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Live  Box  Office,  open  daily  from  noon 
until  7  p.m.  Tickets  purchased  in  person  at 
the  box  office  will  not  incur  a  service 
charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at  www.ticket- 
master.com,  or  to  charge  by  phone:  Miami- 
Dade  (305)  358-5885;  Broward  (954)  523- 
3309;  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors 
open  one  hour  before  the  show  starts. 
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YOU  CAN 
NEVER  HAVE 
TOO  MUCH 
POWER. 

Every  engine  in  the  Relax’  family  is  the  most 
powerful  in  its  respective  class  and  Delivers  more 
power  per  cc  than  any  other  ATV*  Unmatched 
torque  and  unbeatable  performance  are  yours 
thanks  to  4-Tec  technology. 

Head  to  North  Miami  Yamaha  &  Sea-Doa 
today  to  experience  the  most  powerful  production  ATV, 

We  will  not  be  undersold! 

Ask  for  the  10%  Seminole  Tribe 
AUTOMATIC  DISCOUNT! 

We  are  minutes  from  the  Tribe's  Headquarters. 
A  short  ride  on  the  Florida  Turnpike  or  1-95 
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First  Ever  All-Seniors  Seminole  Tribal  Car  Show  Held  at  Hollywood  Field 


Shelley  Marmor 

The  winning  60-69  Anything  on  Wheels  entry  —  Ollie 
Balentine’s  Harley  Davidson  trike. 


This  2007  burgundy  Mercedes,  owned  by  Dorothy  Tommie,  took  top  honors 
amongst  all  the  70  and  Older  New  Car/Truck/SUV  entries. 


Entrants  in  the  60-69  New  Car/Truck/SUV  category,  including  Mary  Moore’s  first 
place  black  2006  Hummer  H3  (R). 


Elsie  Bowers’  1972  Volkswagen  Beetle  caught  the  judge’s 
eyes  and  took  first  in  the  60-69  Vintage  division. 


Paul  Buster’s  winning  ATV  from  the  55-59  Anything  o 
Wheels  category. 


Shelley  Marmor 

Entries  in  the  70  and  Older  Anything  on  Wheels  category, 
including  Maggie  Osceola’s  winning  wheelchair  (C). 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Seminole  seniors  from  all  reser¬ 
vations  were  invited  to  participate  in  the  first  all-seniors’  car 
show  at  the  Hollywood  baseball  field  on  May  1 .  There  were 
three  divisions:  New  Cars/Trucks/SUVs,  Vintage  Cars/Trucks 
and  Anything  on  Wheels.  Contestants  were  then  further  divid¬ 
ed  into  one  of  three  age  categories:  55-59,  60-69  and  70  and 
older.  In  total,  there  were  about  40  entries  in  the  show. 

The  new  car/truck/SUV  category  featured  a  variety 
of  vehicles  ranging  from  Mercedes  Benzes  to  Cadillac 
Escalade  EXTs  to  Ford  F-150  King  Ranch  editions,  a  Mini 
Cooper  and  even  a  limited  edition  Hyundai  Azera.  Some  of 
the  more  unusual  entries  from  the  vintage  category  included  a 
1972  Volkswagen  Beetle  and  a  1976  Chevy  Monte  Carlo. 

Entries  in  the  Anything  on  Wheels,  70  and  older  cat¬ 
egory  included  wheelchairs  and  a  walker.  The  60-69  age  divi¬ 
sion  featured  a  Vindicator  200  bass  fishing  boat,  Harley 
Davidson  custom  trike,  Tribally  decorated  tricycle,  a  Ford 
Think  Neighbor  golf  cart  and  more.  The  55-59  age  group  had 


only  one  entry  —  an  ATV  painted  in  a  camouflage  pat¬ 
tern  with  a  bull  skull  on  the  front. 

Results  are  as  follows: 

55-59,  New:  1 .  Juanita  Osceola,  2.  Judy  Jones, 
3.  Paul  Buster;  Anything  on  Wheels:  1.  Paul  Buster. 

60-69,  New:  1.  Mary  Moore,  2.  Judy  Baker,  3. 
Nancy  Motlow,  4.  Lawanna  Osceola,  5.  Elsie  Bowers, 
6.  Coleman  Josh,  7.  Joanne  Osceola;  Vintage:  1.  Elsie 
Bowers,  2.  Johnny  Tucker,  3.  Pat  Bowers,  4.  Sammy 
Nelson;  Anything  on  Wheels:  1.  Ollie  Balentine,  2. 
Maydell  Osceola,  3.  Sammy  Nelson,  4.  Mabel  Doctor, 
5.  Mabel  Doctor,  6.  Pat  Bowers,  7.  Ronnie  Doctor. 

70  and  Older,  New:  1 .  Dorothy  Tommie,  2. 
Dan  Osceola,  3.  Betty  Osceola,  4.  Jimmie  Hank 
Osceola,  5.  Dorothy  Tommie,  6.  Maggie  Osceola,  7. 
Francis  Osceola;  Vintage:  1.  Joe  Dan  Osceola; 
Anything  on  Wheels:  1.  Maggie  Osceola,  2.  Mary 
Tiger,  3.  Betty  Osceola,  4.  Maggie  Osceola. 


Shelley  Marmor 

Juanita  Osceola’s  Chrysler  300  took  top  honors  in  the  55-59  New  Car/Truck/SUV  category. 
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table  with  various  types  of  plants  on  display,  includ¬ 
ing  sawgrass  and  pine.  She  distributed  packets  on 
wetland  plants  and  explained  a  little  of  what  her  posi¬ 
tion  as  an  environmental  scientist  entails. 

“I  have  a  really  fun  job,”  she  said.  “I  get  to 
play  in  dirt  all  day.” 

At  another  table,  Environmental  Technician 
Michele  Walts  had  a  display  featuring  invasive  plants. 
She  passed  out  a  packet  entitled  Weeds  in  My 
Backyard  and  explained  that  invasive  plants  are  “usu¬ 
ally  exotic,”  meaning  they  are  not  local  to  the  area. 

She  had  the  Ahfachkee  students  play  a  game 
in  which  they  had  to  identify  several  invasive  plants, 
including  melaleuca  and  Brazilian  pepper,  common 
around  the  Big  Cypress  reservation.  The  melaleuca  is 
native  to  Australia  and  the  Brazilian  pepper  originally 
comes  from  South  America. 

At  another  table  that  drew  interest,  wildlife 
biologist  Sarah  Grubs  displayed  a  13-foot-long 
Burmese  python.  She  used  the  python  as  an  example 
of  invasive  species  that  are  causing  problems  in  the 
Everglades.  Grubs  said  she  hopes  to  gather  reported 
sightings  from  Tribal  citizens  to  assist  in  a  python 
eradication  program  in  the  future. 

Her  table  also  featured  the  skulls  of  several 
animals  common  throughout  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation,  including  the  hog,  bobcat,  white  tail  deer 
and  Florida  panther.  Grubs  said  wildlife  biologists 
often  study  skulls  because  they  are  very  telling  and 
help  identify  many  of  the  animal’s  characteristics. 

A  few  feet  away  from  the  informational  tent, 
Ray  Becerra  from  Billie  Swamp  Safari  spoke  about 
his  animal  friends  that  attended  the  celebration.  He 
first  spoke  about  Liberty,  one  of  13  Florida  panthers 
with  transmitters  that  freely  roam  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation. 

Becerra  said  anyone  who  sees  one  of  the  cats 
in  the  wild  should  exercise  caution  —  although  there 
has  never  been  a  recorded  instance  of  a  Florida  pan¬ 
ther  attacking  a  human.  He  said  Liberty  allows  him  to 
pet  her  and  play  with  her  because  he  has  raised 
Liberty  since  she  was  a  kitten. 

He  added  that  Florida  panthers  have  lived  in 
Big  Cypress  for  the  last  20,000  years  and  are  current¬ 
ly  on  the  U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service’s  Endangered 
Species  list.  He  also  displayed  and  discussed  another 
animal  from  the  list,  the  gopher  tortoise.  He  advised 
everyone,  “Don’t  make  soup  with  that;  it’s  an  endan¬ 
gered  species.” 

Becerra  then  discussed  Harris  hawks,  like 
the  one  named  Ocala  he  had  on  display.  He  said  these 
birds  live  in  packs  and,  as  a  result  of  their  socializa¬ 
tion,  “can  live  longer  than  any  other  birds  on  the 
planet.” 

This  year’s  national  recognition  of  Earth 
Day  marked  the  holiday’s  37th  anniversary.  The  first 
Earth  Day  was  observed  on  April  22,  1970. 
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Gathering  in  a  Land  of  Enchantment:  My  Impression 


By  Elgin  Juniper 

’Twas  a  kind  editor  who  unleashed  my  pen 
upon  the  24th  Annual  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow 
and  Miss  Indian  World  Pageant  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 
April  26-28.  However,  the  impression  wrought  from 
those  unforgettable  events  shall  remain  my  own. 

“There  are  many  Tribes  here  today!”  the 
announcer  noted  during  the  Grand  Entry  to  the 
Gathering  on  April  26.  “We  come  from  New  York  to 
California,  from  all  the  way  up  into  Canada,  from  the 
various  parts  of  Mexico  and  South  America!  ...  We  are 
all  coming  together!” 


It  was  a  celebration  and  cultural  festival  on  a 
grand  scale  and  it  was  wonderful!  This  Gathering  took 
place  in  the  arena  —  aka  “the  Pit”  —  on  the  campus 
of  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  There  were  so  many 
Native  Americans,  and  therefore  so  many  “brothers 
and  sisters”  present. 

I  stood  in  long  lines,  literally  in  “Indian  file,” 
for  a  good  long  while  there.  Sometimes  I  grew  medita¬ 
tive  and  thought  long  and  hard  about  what  life  must’ve 


Just  then,  before  I  could  ponder  the  menacing 
heights  any  further,  a  well-dressed  persecutor  came  up 
and  informed  me  that  I  was  in  error;  that,  in  truth,  I 
was  standing  in  the  wrong  line,  that  I  was  dallying  in  a 
vendors  line,  to  be  accurate,  and  that  I  would  do  right 
to  abruptly  perambulate  over  to  yet  another  line  of 
waiting  Native  Americans,  and  so  I  did.  These  were 
trying  times  indeed.  Later  on,  though,  the  affluent  per¬ 
secutor  made  up  for  that,  coming  back  again  after  30 
minutes  or  so  and  admonishing  me  to  remove  myself 
hastily  back  to  the  original  line  I  had  happily  vacated 
earlier. 

Apparently  our  forces  had  suc¬ 
cessfully  counterattacked.  The  original 
lines  hadn’t  been  exclusively  restricted  to 
vendors  after  all,  as  the  persuasive  perse¬ 
cutor  had  previously  reported.  I  resumed 
my  waiting.  Good  thing,  too,  ’cause  it  was 
a-gettin’  powerful  hot  out  there  by  then. 

But  behold!  Good  fortune  favors 
the  patient.  I  finally  negotiated  the  long 
lines,  purchased  tickets  and  made  my  way 
inside  the  overflowing  arena,  where 
vibrant  rainbows  of  rich  and  lively  colors 
transported  me  to  another  time  and  native 
songs  filled  the  air  —  emotional,  com¬ 
pelling.  The  feeling  was  like  being  at  one 
grand  Tribal  fair!  With  eagles  and  hawks 
about,  colorful  feathers,  movement,  and 
magnificent  regalia  and  ceremony! 

Prominent  on  the  Gathering  of 
Nations’  official  program  were  the  words: 
“North  America’s  Biggest  Pow-wow!” — 
and  I  must  say  the  energy  certainly  felt 
that  way.  It  was  a  special  time.  The  Indian 
songs  flowed  like  cleansing  waters  and  the 
dancers  were  so  numerous,  so  dignified, 
so  graceful. 

Yet  these  dancers  were  competi¬ 
tors  as  well,  all  vying  for  top  honors  and 
prizes.  They  had  lived  the  pow-wows  from 
early  ages,  and  had  most  likely  traveled  by 
commercial  airline  or  modern-day  Indian 
car  on  “the  Pow-wow  Highway”  to  be 
there.  This  was  my  first  Gathering  and  I’ll 
never  forget  it. 

After  that  I  loitered  at  the  Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  2007  —  like  a  bom 
pageant  attendee!  —  in  downtown 
Albuquerque  at  the  Kiva  Auditorium,  and 
I  was  so  elated  to  leam  that  they  take  then- 
pageants  seriously  out  there.  It  was  a 
momentous  event  to  walk  in  on,  without  a 
doubt,  and  somber  too,  I  think,  for  never  a 
smile  did  I  observe  there.  No,  not  a  one. 
Only  stem  faces  with  critical  eyes,  and 
quite  moved  by  the  looks  received,  I 
thought:  Oh,  render  me  worthy  of  such 
consideration!  About  this  time,  I  could 
hear  native  voices  advising  me  where  the 
torturous  lines  —  seemingly  without  end  —  did  finally 
cease. 

Even  so,  I  should  mention  that  this  year’s 
recipient  of  the  much-coveted  crown  was  none  other 
than  Megan  Young  of  the  Poarch  Band  of  Creek 
Indians.  Tai  Simpson  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  was  First 
Runner-Up;  and  Anna  Old  Elk,  a  Crow/Fort  Peck 
Sioux  and  Assiniboine,  was  Second  Runner-Up. 

Crowd  goes  wild! 


Esta  Lieberman 

Wearing  an  elaborate  headdress,  this  boy  leads  the  dancers  to 
the  Grand  Entry  at  North  America’s  largest  pow-wow. 


Dancers  prepare  for  the  competition. 


been  like  centuries  before  in  this  hard  region  —  why, 
it  must’ve  resembled  the  very  landscape  of  the  crater- 
ous  moon  at  one  time!  I  thought  too  of  the  ominous- 
looking  Sandia  Mountain  Range  overlooking  the 
rough  setting  of  the  gathering. 


And  wouldn’t  you  know  that  at  another  time 
up  there,  I  caught  glimpses  of  Native  American  hip- 
hop  artists.  Yes,  native  rappers!  They  had  been  rather 
conspicuous  at  the  Grand  Entries,  and  I  made  up  my 
mind  right  then  that,  yes,  this  was  the  coolest  thing! 

This  is  modem  life. 
One  day  soon  maybe, 
some  industrious 
Seminoles  shall  organ¬ 
ize  their  own  stylish 
group  of  native  rappers 
or  other  musical  enter¬ 
tainment  and  take  it  to 
the  stratosphere  and 
beyond!  After  all,  you 
can’t  have  a  “Seminole 
Renaissance”  without 
the  poetry  and  music, 
right? 

But  I  digress. 
Precisely  at  that 
moment,  the  thrilling 
dancers,  hundreds  of 
them,  paused  in  mid¬ 
dance,  and  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  invoca¬ 
tions  I’ve  ever  heard 
was  given.  It  was  emo¬ 
tions  and  motion;  dis¬ 
mally  long  lines;  colors 
beyond  belief;  prayer 
feathers;  dream  catch¬ 
ers;  the  loveliest  native 
princesses  with  long 
black  hair,  dark  brown 
eyes,  earrings,  neck¬ 
laces  and  nail  polish; 


Esta  Lieberman 

Gathering  participants  turned  U.S.  40  into  “Pow-wow  Highway”  for  the  weekend. 


Esta  Lieberman 

Native  Americans  representing  several  countries  and  500  Tribes  create  a  colorful  crowd  at  “The  Pit.” 


Dancers  show  their  individual  styles  in  the  competition. 


those  three  exceptional 

days,  an  enchanting  excursion  and  jubilation  with  the 
power  to  drastically  alter  one’s  outlook.  It  was  a 
sparkling  journey  with  sufficient  force  to  affect  one  sc 
to  the  very  contemplation  of  Life  and  a  grand  assem¬ 


blage  of  tribes.  Now  I’m  looking  back  with  infinite 
fondness,  and  fortunately  experiencing  it  all  anew! 
The  stirring  memories  of  the  Gathering  of  Nations 
2007  are  what  I’ll  cling  to  and  hold  dear  hereafter. 


exquisitely  adorned  drummers  from  countless 
tribes;  dancers  and  singers;  prescription 
glasses  and  designer  sunglasses  and  tattoos; 
smells  of  frybread  and  Indian  food;  visions 
of  Indian  art;  Indian  crafts;  “bling-bling”  and 
“grills”  and  turquoise  and  silver;  and  gray 
clouds,  harrowing  deserts  and  rugged  moun¬ 
tains  —  this  then  was  the  Gathering  of 
Nations  Pow-wow! 

I  was  so  delighted  to  walk  the  vast¬ 
ly  tented  Indian  Traders’  Market  outside  the 
arena.  There,  I  walked  refreshed,  real  slow, 
through  a  throng  of  Native  Americans  most¬ 
ly,  and  noticed  booth  after  booth  of  art  and 
art  photography.  There,  I  saw  native  hip-hop 
artists,  dazzling  native  models  and  musicians 
brandishing  their  own  entertainment  compa¬ 
nies,  and  took  in,  as  well,  the  booths  selling 
the  bluest-green  turquoise  carvings,  and  col¬ 
orful,  colorful  beadwork,  so  enchanting  that 
you  had  to  say  the  word  twice.  And  then 
there  were  all  the  Gathering  of  Nations 
DVDs,  T-shirts  and  programs. 

There,  I  saw  cowboy  hats  all  bead¬ 
ed  up  into  exquisite  Native  American 
dreams,  assortments  of  books,  other  DVDs 
and  CDs  and  elaborately  crafted  rings  that 
never  lose  their  luster,  and  an  entire  world  of 
native  beauty  and  inspiration!  There,  I  saw 
glimpses  of  modem  chiefs,  sub-chiefs,  chair¬ 
men,  presidents,  and  all  the  warriors  and 
women  and  children!  Promptly  I  commenced 
to  walking  those  crowded  aisles  around  the 
Pit  and  was  glad  when  I  ran  into  several 
Seminoles  from  back  home  in  Florida,  and  in 
my  troublesome  bumblings,  I  expressed  my 
“hellos”  and  lingered  around  some  more,  my 
ample  bag  of  souvenirs  and  goodies  in  hand, 
until  the  native  peoples  in  their  stands  could¬ 
n’t  quite  stand  it  anymore,  I  suppose,  and  so 
at  once  I  took  my  joyful  leave. 

Exeunt  marching,  after  which  a 
grand  native  cheer  rises 
to  crescendo,  then 
fades. 

Those  who 

bring  us  the  Gathering 
of  Nations  next  year 
will  have  reached  the 
25th  year  mark  of  cele¬ 
brating  what  it  means 
to  be  Native  American. 

And  it  certainly  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  a  most  mem¬ 
orable,  overwhelming 
and  inspiring  event! 

So  now  look¬ 
ing  back  is  what  I  do 
and  time  has  a  way  of 
calming  the  flood  of 
memories,  lightening 
them  so  they’re  much 
easier  to  carry.  Some 
memories  shall  be 
brought  to  light  in  peri¬ 
odic  publication,  while 
others  have  been  set 
aside,  duly  reserved  for 
memoirs,  works  in 
progress  and  the  like. 

It  was  a  grati¬ 
fying  experience  to 
have  been  present  for 


Two  Navajo  boys  eager  to  join  the  24th  annual  Gathering 


Standing  in  line  became  an  event  in  itself  at  the  well-attended  festival. 
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You’ll  be  feelin’  like  a 

WINNER  ALL  MONTH  LONG 


HOLLYWOOD,  R 


WIN  A 
VOLVO  S40 

EVERY  SUNDAY  AT  5PM 


$50,0QG 

GIVEAWAY 


SATURDAY,  MAY  26 
INCLUDING  A  $25,000 
GRAND  PRIZE 


WIN  A  BMW 

3-SERfES 

CONVERTIBLE 


WEDNESDAY, 
MAY  30  AT  9PM 


•  Or.  " 

'  M'Ktt'A 


SWIPE  YOUR 
PLAYERS  CLUB 
CARD  EVERY  DAY 

TO  WIN  LUCKY  SWIPE 
GASH  PRIZES 
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❖  Osceola 

Continued  from  page  1 


While  the  original  person  that  Osceola  was 
named  after  is  unknown,  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
Osceola  the  great  warrior  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  who 
fought  in  the  second  Seminole  War. 

The  name  was  changed  to  West  Fifth  Avenue 
in  the  1970s  when  all  streets  were  given  numbers  in 
order  to  make  it  easier  for  the  postal  service  to  locate 
addresses. 

The  city  presented  a  proclamation  to  Jimmie 
Scott  Osceola  in  May  of  2006  after 
Councilwoman  Williams  happened  to 
meet  him  in  a  local  store  and  hear  of  his 
varied  accomplishments  throughout  his 
life.  They  proclaimed  May  20  to  be 
Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  Day. 

Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  is  a  local 
Seminole  Indian  who  grew  up  in 
Brighton  and  attended  school  in 
Okeechobee.  He  was  very  active  in 
school  sports  and  a  gifted  artist  who  did 
India  ink  portraits  which  are  done  by 
making  small  black  dots  to  make  a  pic¬ 
ture. 

He  painted  the  first  picture  of 
the  Brahma  Bull  on  the  old  school  gym 
wall. 

It  was  during  the  City  Council 
meeting  where  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola 
and  his  brother  Joe  Dan  Osceola  were 
present  to  receive  the  proclamation. 

According  to  council  woman 
Williams,  “Joe  Dan  Osceola  made  the 
statement  to  the  council  that  this  was  the 
first  time  a  Seminole  had  been  invited  to 
attend  a  city  or  county  council  meeting.” 

Joe  Dan  Osceola  was  also  the 
first  Seminole  Indian  to  graduate  from 
Okeechobee  High  School. 

This  statement  weighed  on 
council  members’  minds  following  that 
meeting  to  make  a  point  that  the  Seminoles  know  that 
Okeechobee  was  and  is  their  home. 

Judge  Hendry  talked  to  council  member 
Dowling  Watford  at  that  time  about  possibly  renaming 
West  Fifth  Avenue  back  to  Osceola.  That  suggestion 
went  through  the  City  Council  and  the  ceremony  took 
place  as  the  Tribe  prepared  for  their  50th  anniversary. 

Due  to  the  relationship  that  was  and  is  pres¬ 
ent,  the  city  decided  to  reclaim  some  of  that  history. 


Chauna  Aguilar/Okeechobee  News 


Still  living  on  the  Brighton  reservation  are  ninth- 
generation  descendants  of  Warrior  Osceola  (back 
row,  L-R)  Brydgett  Koontz,  9,  and  Kamani  Smith, 
5,  with  their  cousins,  seventh-generation  descen¬ 
dants  of  Osceola  (front  row,  L-R)  Leilani  Burton,  2, 
and  Krysta  Burton,  5. 


Judge  Hendry  said, “Osceola  is  more  than  just 
a  road  connecting  one  point  to  another.  This  area  was 
a  gathering  spot  for  Seminole  Indians  in  the  ’30s  and 
’40s  when  they  came  into  Okeechobee  to  do  their 
shopping.” 

Others  went  on  to  tell  of  how  they  played  in 
the  trees  and  open  areas  while  their  mothers  and 
grandmothers  shopped  for  their  weekly  needs.  They 
usually  came  to  town  only  once  a  week. 

When  other  counties  would  not  allow 
Seminole  Indian  children  to  attend  their  schools, 
Okeechobee  opened  their  doors  to  the  Seminole 


Indians  and  allowed  their  children  to  attend  then- 
schools  and  participate  in  their  school  events. 

While  the  Brighton  Reservation  is  located  in 
Glades  County,  the  children  of  the  reservation  still 
attend  the  schools  of  Okeechobee. 

According  to  C.J.  Rodriguez  who  wrote  a 
poem  as  a  friend  of  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola,  “We  the 
Seminoles  have  a  history  here  in  Okeechobee  this  is 
our  town  ...we,  the  Tribe  from  Brighton.” 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  President 
Moses  Osceola  said  on  behalf  of  the  Tribe,  “we  are 
honored  today  to  have  the  name  of  Osceola  returned 
back  to  this  street.” 


Brighton  Tribal  representative  Andrew 
Bowers  went  on  to  express  that  “this  is  just  another 
demonstration  of  the  relationship  between  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  Okeechobee. ..and  we  will  do  our 
part  to  keep  that  relationship  going.” 

Joe  Dan  Osceola  presented  a  traditional 
Seminole  Indian  jacket  to  Mayor  Kirk  in  appreciation 
from  the  Osceola  family  line  for  honoring  their  ances¬ 
tors. 

Mayor  Kirk  expressed  his  appreciation  on 
behalf  of  the  city  where  “we  strive  to  make  this  a  bet¬ 
ter  community  for  all  of  us.  The  two  governments, 
both  county  and  city,  work  better  together  than  we 
ever  have  before.” 

The  Mayor  went  on  to  demonstrate  that  this 
is  just  one  way  that  the  city  has  attempted  to  preserve 
the  history  and  cohesiveness  of  the  relationship 
between  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  Okeechobee. 

Councilwoman  Williams  ended  the  ceremony 
by  presenting  the  following  poem  titled  “The  Man 
Who  Walked  the  Streets  of  Okeechobee”  by  C.J. 
Rodriguez,  a  friend  of  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola: 

“Listen,  listen  to  the  wind.  I  do  not  know  if  it 
comes  or  goes  ...  I  only  know  it  blows  whenever  you 
are  near... 

“I  can  hear  the  chants  in  the  midnight  air  ... 
and  the  sounds  of  distant  drums  are  everywhere.  The 
eagle  soars  and  the  panther  cries  ...  down  in  the 
Everglades.  You’ve  told  me  the  story  of  the  Trail  of 
Tears  ...  and  about  the  warriors’  cries  ...  at  the  Battle 
of  Okeechobee. 

“You  told  me  about  ancestors  past  that  have 
walked  these  streets.  You  remember  back  to  another 
time  and  place  when  Okeechobee  was  young.  You  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  footprints  of  your  father  and  mother,  just 
as  surely  as  they  followed  in  the  footprints  of  then- 
parents. 

“These  words  were  spoken  to  me  by  Jimmie 
Scott  Osceola: 

“We  the  Seminoles  have  a  history  here  ...  in 
Okeechobee  ...  this  is  our  town.  My  brother  ran  these 
streets  and  played  ball  with  my  little  sister  and  me  ... 
as  all  of  us  have  ...  We,  the  Tribe,  from  Brighton  ... 

“Our  footprints  will  always  be  in  the  streets 
of  Okeechobee.  You  cannot  write  a  story  of 
Okeechobee  without  our  rich,  strong  heritage  being 
there.  I  am  the  man  who  walks  the  streets  of 
Okeechobee,  as  well  as  my  fellow  Tribe  members  do. 

“But  we  were  first  children  here.  We  ran  the 
streets  and  climbed  the  old  oak  trees  while  our  fami¬ 
lies  visited  with  our  family  members.  But  now  as  I 
look  to  my  70th  year,  it  seems  as  if  it  was  yesterday  ... 
when  my  brother  and  sister  and  I  waited  for  a  ride  to 
school  and  then  we  would  go  to  town  on  Saturday. 
Where  did  the  time  go?” 

“I  feel  the  wind  blowing  and  I  turn  my  head 
...  and  listen  closely  to  the  sounds  that  are  in  the  wind 
...  and  sometimes  I  think  I  hear  my  mother  calling  out 
my  name  ...  or  my  little  sister’s  giggles  as  she  played 
...  and  the  people  walking  and  talking  on  a  summer 
afternoon  —  these  the  days  of  my  youth. 

“Yes,  I  have  memories  here  in  my  town  of 
Okeechobee,  so  listen,  listen  to  the  wind.  I  do  not 
know  if  it  comes  or  goes. ..I  only  know  it  blows  in  the 
streets  of  Okeechobee...” 

©2007  Okeechobee  News.  Reprinted  with 
permission. 
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Former  Judge  William  Hendry  reflects  on  the  past  concerning 
the  connection  between  the  Seminole  Indians  and  Okeechobee, 
showing  a  wedding  present  his  father  received  many  years  ago 
from  a  Seminole,  Charlie  Snow. 


May  18,  2007 

Dr.  William  Sturtevant,  1926-2007:  A  Tribute 


By  Jessica  Cattelino 

Dr.  William  Sturtevant,  a  leading  anthro¬ 
pologist,  passed  away  on  March  2.  In  the  1950s, 
Sturtevant  conducted  groundbreaking  research  on 
Seminole  medicine,  history,  and  everyday  life. 

He  was  curator  of  North  American  Ethnology  at 
the  National  Museum  of  Natural  History  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Some  Tribune  readers  might  remember 
Sturtevant  from  his  1950s  student  days.  The  curi¬ 
ous  young  man,  a  Ph.D.  student  at  Yale,  lived  in 
Hollywood  (then  Dania)  and  later  in  Big 
Cypress.  He  drove  around  the  reservations  in  a 
car  with  the  back  seat  full  of  boxes  holding 
research  notes.  Indeed,  he  was  always  ready  to 
jot  down  knowledge  shared  by  instructors  includ¬ 
ing  Josie  Billie  and  Joe  Jumper  (who  often  trans¬ 
lated  for  him).  Others  knew  Sturtevant  in  more 
recent  times  as  the  tall,  thin,  white-haired  man 
who  hosted  tribal  citizens  at  the  Smithsonian  and 
who  visited  Florida  for  the  opening  of  the  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  and  on  other  occasions. 

As  the  Seminole  Tribe  commemorates 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  1957  Tribal  reorgani¬ 
zation,  it  is  an  appropriate  time  to  honor  William 
Sturtevant’s  legacy.  In  fact,  Sturtevant  testified 
before  the  Congressional  joint  subcommittee  on 
Indian  Affairs  in  1954,  supporting  Seminoles’ 
opposition  to  a  bill  that  would  “terminate”  the 
Tribe’s  federal  recognition.  In  his  testimony, 

Sturtevant  argued  that  Seminole  people  required  and 
deserved  federal  support.  Historian  Harry  Kersey  Jr. 
and  others  have  observed  that  Sturtevant’s  remarks 
weighed  heavily  on  the  lawmakers.  Once,  Sturtevant 
admitted  to  me  that  he  had  been  pretty  nervous  to  tes¬ 
tify  before  Congress  —  after  all,  he  was  still  in  his  20s 
at  the  time! 

Bom  in  1926,  Bill  Sturtevant  grew  interested 
in  American  Indian  life  at  a  young  age.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  known  around  the  world  for  expert¬ 
ise  in  native  North  American  history,  art  and  culture. 
He  published  over  200  scholarly  articles,  and  he  edited 
the  most  important  reference  book  series  about 
American  Indians,  the  Handbook  of  North  American 
Indians.  He  testified  many  times  in  support  of  Indian 
groups’  rights  to  federal  recognition,  and  he  voiced  his 
opposition  to  the  construction  of  the  Kinzua  Dam, 
which  flooded  much  of  a  Seneca  reservation. 

Sturtevant  served  his  nation  in  the  U.S.  Navy  during 
World  War  II  and  later  as  a  curator  at  the  Smithsonian, 
and  served  his  profession  in  many  ways,  including  as 
president  of  the  American  Anthropological 
Association. 

I  was  fortunate  to  meet  Bill  Sturtevant  while  I 


was  still  a  young  graduate  student.  When  first  visiting 
him  at  the  Smithsonian  in  June  1999, 1  was  nervous 
that  he  would  brush  me  off.  But  I  shouldn’t  have  wor¬ 
ried.  We  sat  in  his  office,  piled  high  with  books  and 
papers,  while  Sturtevant  offered  words  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  emphasized  the  importance  of  Seminole  his¬ 
tory,  culture,  and  sovereignty.  Later,  he  would  mentor 
me  as  a  Smithsonian  fellow.  During  my  fellowship  he 
generously  offered  to  share  the  notes  from  his  Florida 
research.  First,  however,  we  had  to  locate  them  among 
his  massive  collections.  We  dug  through  seemingly 
endless  filing  cabinets  and  museum  storage  units 
before  I  finally  heard  his  triumphant  shout  upon  find¬ 
ing  them.  In  the  course  of  our  search  we  had  come 
across  notes  and  collections  from  Sturtevant’s  research 
with  Iroquois  and  other  American  Indian  peoples,  in 
Burma,  and  in  museums  around  the  globe.  It  seemed 
that  he  had  studied  everything,  from  agriculture  to  art, 
native  languages  to  clothing,  medicine  to  tattooing. 

Many  people  benefited  from  Sturtevant’s  gen¬ 
erosity.  Patsy  West,  for  example,  recalled  his  openness 
to  her  research  and  said  that  “Bill  was  one  of  the  more 
generous  scholars  of  the  day.”  He  answered  questions 
from  young  people,  Boy  Scouts  working  on  merit 


badges,  colleagues  and  friends,  and  anyone  else  who 
asked.  “It  didn’t  matter  if  you  were  a  scholar  or  a  Boy 
Scout  —  he’d  help  you  just  the  same,”  West  recalled.  I 
witnessed  Sturtevant’s  generosity  many  times,  perhaps 
most  memorably  in  the  winter  of  2004  when  he  defied 
a  snowstorm  and  poor  health  to  travel  from 
Washington,  D.C.  to  New  York  City  —  all  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  attending  my  dissertation  defense  as  a  member 
of  my  advisory  committee. 

Sturtevant’s  research  with  Seminoles  and 
Miccosukees  was  well  known  to  scholars  in  Florida 
and  beyond.  As  Patsy  West  put  it,  “He  did  the  major 
research  that  everyone  has  used  since  1953.”  His 
1950s  research  took  place  during  a  difficult  time, 
when  Seminoles  had  every  reason  to  be  suspicious  of 
non-Indians.  In  his  field  notes,  Sturtevant  wrote  that 
many  people  were  reluctant  to  speak  to  him  or  other 
outsiders.  He  learned  some  Mikasuki,  but  it  was  hard 
to  find  translators.  Eventually,  Sturtevant  worked  very 
closely  with  Josie  Billie. 

Josie  Billie  taught  Sturtevant  a  great  deal 
about  medicine  and  plants.  This  became  the  topic  of 
Sturtevant’s  dissertation,  The  Mikasuki  Seminole: 
Medical  Beliefs  and  Practices.  But  his  time  in  Florida 
wasn’t  devoted  solely  to  interviews.  On  at  least  one 
Saturday  night,  Sturtevant 
joined  reservation  residents  to 
watch  a  movie  being  screened 
on  the  wall  of  a  government 
warehouse.  He  kept  busy,  for 
example  observing  Moses 
Jumper  wrestle  alligators  at 
Musa  Isle,  visiting  Jimmie 
Osceola’s  camp,  attending  a 
political  meeting  on  the 
Tamiami  Trail  with  Ingraham 
Billie’s  permission,  and  meet¬ 
ing  with  William  Boehmer.  In 
1952,  he  noted,  few  women 
spoke  with  him.  By  the  time 
he  returned  in  1959,  things 
had  changed,  and  he  enjoyed 
learning  from  Laura  Mae 
Osceola  and  others.  In  the 
1950s  Sturtevant  witnessed 
discrimination  against  Indians 
at  restaurants  and  stores,  and 
he  wrote  about  tensions 
between  Seminoles  and 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  offi¬ 
cials. 

Long  after  his  gradu¬ 
ate  student  days,  Sturtevant 
co-curated  a  1990s 
Smithsonian  exhibit  called 
“Seminole  Interpretations.”  His  co-curators  were  Little 
Tigertail  and  Louise  Tigertail.  As  Patsy  West  put  it, 
this  collaborative  exhibit  had  “more  of  the  native 
voice  in  it”  than  most  of  its  day. 

Sturtevant  and  his  wife,  the  anthropological 
linguist  Sally  McLendon,  visited  Florida  several  times 
in  the  early  2000s.  He  stopped  to  see  Jimmy  O’Toole 
Osceola  and  other  friends,  and  he  remarked  upon  the 
talents  of  language  experts  like  Carol  Cypress,  Daisi 
Jumper,  and  Lorene  Gopher.  He  met  with  tribal  offi¬ 
cials  including  Billy  L.  Cypress,  James  Billie,  and  Jim 
Shore,  and  he  also  enjoyed  meetings  on  the  Trail  with 
Buffalo  Tiger,  Billy  Cypress,  and  others.  Although  a 
career  at  the  Smithsonian  limited  his  time  in  Florida, 
Sturtevant  recounted  his  experiences  in  Seminole 
Country  with  fondness. 

William  Sturtevant’s  papers  will  be  housed  at 
the  National  Anthropological  Archives  in  Suitland, 

Md.  A  memorial  service  will  be  held  on  June  5t‘1  at 
the  National  Museum  of  Natural  History  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Land  For  Sa! 

Near  Brighton  Reservati 


Land  for  Sale  off  721/Nine  Mile  G 
in  Highlands  County 
Only  minutes  to  Brighton  Reservat 
10  to  75  acre  parcels  availabl 
Possible  owner  financing 
Prices  range  from  $16,500  to  $19,500 
Call  owner  anytime  at  863-634-73 
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First  Insulated  Concrete  Form  Home  Going  Up  at  Big  Cypress 

State-of-the-Art  Construction  Marks  a  New  Era  in  Tribal  Housing 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  ground¬ 
breaking  for  the  first  Insulated  Concrete 
Form  house  at  Big  Cypress  on  May  2  rep¬ 
resents  a  milestone  for  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida. 

The  ICF  type  of  home  construc¬ 
tion  was  initiated  in  Germany  approximate¬ 
ly  40  years  ago.  The  basic  concept  has 
gone  through  considerable  development 
and  the  end  result  is  a  highly  marketable 
product  for  ecology-conscious  Americans. 


exterior  walls.  Upon  close  examination,  the  tour  of  the  construction  site  for  the  Koenes 
reinforced  steel,  thickness  of  insulation  and  residence  and  welcomed  their  inquiries, 
unique  interlocking  system  were  visible. 

Susie  Kippenberger  of  the 
Utilities  Department  opened  the  ceremony 
with  this  message:  “The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  has  engaged  a  comprehensive  plan 
to  bring  energy-efficient  construction  to  its 
Tribal  members.  As  we  all  know,  the  entire 
world  is  concerned  with  global  warming. 

The  leaders  of  many  countries  are  gather¬ 
ing  to  ensure  that  the  future  generations  of 


“I  am  very  excited  about  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  homes  that  my  company  is  creat¬ 
ing  with  their  energy  efficiency  and  envi¬ 
ronmental  impact.  The  residence  you  are 
viewing  today  is  in  its  initial  stage  of  con¬ 
struction.  From  this  point,  it  should  take 
approximately  90  days  to  complete.  Cost 
wise,  it  is  comparable  to  traditional  con¬ 
struction,  and  in  some  instances,  less 
expensive.” 


(L-R)  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  B.C.  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress,  B.C.  Board  Rep.  Paul  Bowers,  Mary  Jean  Koenes,  B.C. 
Director  of  Admin.  Services  Carter  Clough  and  General  Contractor  Chuck  Frazer  participate  in  the  groundbreaking  ceremonies. 


Frazer  remarked, 

“The  ICF  style  of  construc¬ 
tion  is  environmentally  smart. 

It  reduces  the  negative  impact 
on  the  environment  through 
site  planning,  energy  efficien¬ 
cy,  conservation  of  natural 
resources,  lower  air  condi¬ 
tioning  and  heating  require¬ 
ments  and  improved  indoor 
environmental  air  quality. 

Greenblock  materials  are 
nontoxic,  non-nutritive  to 
insects  and  rodents  and  do 
not  support  the  growth  of 
mold  and  mildew.  The 
absence  of  ‘off-gassing’  elim¬ 
inates  the  possibility  of  any 
air  pollution  or  ozone  deple¬ 
tion. 

“These  upscale 
homes  use  Lower  E  tinted 
glass  throughout.  There  is  a 
5/8  inch  solar  ply  insulation 
glued  beneath  the  roof  deck¬ 
ing  and  we  use  a  lighter  col¬ 
ored  roofing  finish  to  add  to 
efficiency.” 

Jennifer  Languell  of 
Trifecta  Construction 
Solutions  is  a  certified  agent 
for  the  Florida  Green 
Building  Coalition.  Addressing  the  group, 
she  said,  “Rhonda  Frank  initially  contacted 
me  in  her  efforts  to  research  an  environ¬ 
mentally  friendly  home  for  her  family.  I 
came  on  board  with  this  project  shortly 
after  I  answered  her  requests  for  eco- 
friendly  information  and  will  be  supervis¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  this  home.  Upon  its 
completion,  I  am  confident  that  I  will  be 
able  to  certify  it  green.  ICF  homes  are  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  toward  combat¬ 
ting  global  warming  and  preserving  the 
earth’s  natural  resources  for  future  genera¬ 
tions.” 

Holding  her  child  in  her  arms, 
Rhonda  Frank  said,  “My  daughter,  Peanut, 
will  some  day  inherit  the  home  we  are 
about  to  construct.  In  80  years,  I  don’t 
want  her  spending  everything  she  has  on 
heating,  cooling  and  keeping  it  standing.  I 
am  looking  for  a  healthy,  sustainable 


Judy  Weeks 

Mary  Jean  Koenes  poses  with  her  contractor  Chuck 
Frazer  on  the  lawn  of  her  new  home. 


Carter  Clough,  Director  of  Big 
Cypress  Administrative  Services  and  a  for¬ 
mer  building  inspector  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe,  got  his  first  look  at  this  state-of-the- 
art  construction  at  a  builders’  show  a  year 
and  a  half  ago.  His  interest  was  piqued  by 


mankind  are  not  made  victims  of  the  over¬ 
expenditure  of  resources  such  as  energy. 
You  are  witnessing  today  the  Seminole 
Tribe’s  effort  to  become  a  part  of  the  solu¬ 
tion  to  this  worldwide  dilemma  and  we 
should  be  grateful  to  our  leaders  for  their 


Kippenberger  continued,  “Many 


what  he  saw  and  after  discussing  it  with  his  foresight.” 
superiors,  he  began  a  thorough  research  of  K 

the  claims  and  reliability  of  the  system.  His  hands  went  into  making  this  project  possi¬ 
ble:  Building  Design’s  architect  Tim 
Marine,  Green  Block  Insulated  Foam 
Manufacturers,  General  Contractor  Chuck 
Frazer  Builders,  Inc.,  Director  of 
Administrative  Services  Carter  Clough, 
Building  Inspector  Gary  Vigiano,  Five 
Points  Landscaping,  Redline  Media  Group, 


studies  brought  favorable  results  and  the 
eventual  support  of  the  Tribal  Council. 

Clough  said,  “My  investigation  of 
the  ICF  building  concept  turned  up  some 
very  extraordinary  facts.  This  innovative 
design  has  withstood  the  tests  of  time  very 
successfully.  It  meets  the  Dade/Broward 
County  Code  of  120-to-140  mph  winds  and  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  Legal  and  Housing 
surpasses  it  by  reaching  a  wind  resistance  departments.” 
of  200  mph.  Because  of  its  R-24  ther¬ 
mal  factor,  there  is  documented  evi¬ 
dence  that  ICFs  are  70  percent  less 
expensive  to  heat  and  50  percent  less 
expensive  to  cool  than  traditional  wood 
frame  construction.  It  also  provides  a  3- 
hour  fire  rating  because  of  its  flame- 
retardant  characteristics.  This  can  mean 
lower  insurance  rates  and  at  least  a  65 
percent  reduction  in  electrical  expenses.” 

The  groundbreaking  ceremony  at 
the  site  of  Mary  Jean  Koenes’  new  home 
provided  an  opportunity  for  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers  to  examine  the  ICF  construction 
process  and  learn  about  its  advantages. 

Visitors  were  able  to  walk  through  the 


“I  have  carefully  researched 
the  ICF  home  concept  and 
found  that  it  is  a  home  of  the 
future.”  —  Rhonda  Frank 


Dangerous  mold  and  mildew  lurk  within  the  walls  of  this  building  being  replaced  by 
a  state-of-the-art  ICF  home. 


project.  They  viewed  the  polystyrene  block 
form  stage  of  the  building’s  skeleton, 
which  was  ready  for  the  concrete  of  the 


Reading  a  few  Bible  passages,  the 
Rev.  Salaw  Hummingbird  told  a  story 
about  mankind’s  ability  to  build  with  the 
helping  hand  of  God,  and  then  proceeded 
with  the  invocation. 

Holding  her  arms  out  wide,  Mary 
Jean  Koenes  said,  “Welcome  to  the  camp. 
This  has  been  my  home  for  26  years.  As  a 
youngster  I  had  some  problems  with  asth¬ 
ma,  which  I  finally  outgrew.  Unfortunately, 
my  symptoms  returned  a  few 
years  ago,  and  careful  investiga¬ 
tion  showed  that  the  high  inci¬ 
dence  of  mold  and  mildew  in 
my  home  was  the  cause  of  my 
difficulties.  In  order  for  me  to 
insure  my  health,  it  became  nec¬ 
essary  for  me  to  relocate. 
However,  my  heart  was  always 
here  at  my  home. 

“After  learning  about 
the  ICF  concept,  I  toured  the 
homes  being  built  in  Sebring  by 
Chuck  Frazer  Builders,  Inc.  and 
checked  into  the  intensive 
research  being  done  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe  on  this  style  of 
building.  After  becoming  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  study,  I  decided  to 
become  the  first  ICF  homeown¬ 
er  at  Big  Cypress.” 

Koenes  concluded, 


This  elaborate  support  system  will  be  removed  after  the  concrete  ceiling  has  been 
poured  over  the  top  of  the  master  bedroom  and  bath  that  are  being  certified  as  safe 
rooms. 


atmosphere  in  which  to  raise  my  children 
and  grandchildren.  With  that  thought  in 
mind,  I  have  carefully  researched  the  ICF 
home  concept  and  found  that  it  is  a  home 
of  the  future.” 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said, 
“The  groundbreaking  that  is  taking  place 
on  each  of  our  reservations  is  extraordi¬ 
nary.  In  one  generation  we  have  gone  from 
chickee  to  HUD  to  ICF.  Today’s  project 
reminds  me  of  the  story  about  the  three  lit¬ 
tle  pigs  who  had  to  worry  about  the  wolf 
blowing  their  house  down.  We  have  been 
assured  that  the  Greenblock  walls  of  ICF 
can  withstand  hurricane  and  tornado  force 
winds  up  to  200  mph.  We  have  done  our 
homework  on  this,  but  someone  has  to  lead 
the  way  and  Mary  Jean  is  doing  just  that!” 

Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress  said,  “We 
couldn’t  help  but  wonder,  when  Carter 
came  back  from  Orlando  about  a  year  and 
a  half  ago  and  told  us  that  he  had  seen 
homes  built  with  Styrofoam  that  could  pro¬ 
tect  us  from  hurricane  damage.  He  might 
as  well  have  said  cardboard.  However,  he 
wanted  to  research  it  for  many  reasons, 
including  energy  efficiency,  so  we  sent  him 
to  North  Carolina.  Carter  and  his  staff  did 
their  jobs  and  because  of  the  results  of 
their  efforts,  we  bought  into  the  program.” 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative 
Paul  Bowers  remarked,  “From  what  I  have 
learned  about  this  fantastic  project,  I  wish 
we  had  saved  all  the  Styrofoam  cups  and 
coolers  that  we  have  thrown  out  in  the  past 
20  years  so  that  we  could  build  many, 
many  strong,  affordable  homes  for  our 
children. 

Following  the  groundbreaking 
ceremony  and  luncheon  buffet,  the  guests 
were  encouraged  to  tour  the  site.  Five 
Points  Landscaping  has  done  an  awesome 
Judy  Weeks  job  of  incorporating  the  native  growth  with 
attractive  xeriscape  plantings  and  environ¬ 
mentally  friendly  ground  covers.  The  result 
is  a  well-manicured,  park  like  setting  for 
this  family  home. 

The  general  contractor  provided 
three  construction  models  for  comparison 
purposes.  Showing  the  traditional  code 
acceptable  manner  of  construction,  he 
offered  an  opportunity  for  the  observers  to 
examine  the  ICF  style  with  concrete,  steel 
reinforced  walls  sandwiched  between  two 
thick  layers  of  polystyrene.  The  exterior 
side  is  covered  with  a  base  coat  and  finish 
surface  of  stucco  cement.  On  the  interior 
portion,  the  walls  are  covered  with  a  mois¬ 
ture  barrier  drywall  sheeting,  hardcoat 
plaster  finish  and  low  VOC  paints  to  pre¬ 
vent  “off  gassing.” 

When  contracting  for  an  ICF 
home,  additional  features  are  readily  avail¬ 
able. 

Mary  Jean  Koenes  chose  to  incor- 

_  porate  the  double  garage  space  into  a  por- 

Judy  Weeks  tion  of  her  interior  for  a  large  sewing 


room.  She  also  took  advantage  of  the 
option  of  having  her  master  bedroom  and 
bath  upgraded  into  safe  rooms  for  protec¬ 
tion  from  severe  storms. 


Judy  Weeks 

B.C.  Administrative  Director  Carter  Clough 
researched  the  ICF  concept  for  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida. 


Jennifer  Languell  is  the  certifying  agent  for  the 
Florida  Green  Building  Coalition. 


“When  our  ancestors  thought  of 
building  homes,  they  developed 
the  camp  concept  which  provid¬ 
ed  a  support  system  that  became 
the  core  of  the  family  and 
insured  its  cultural  heritage  and 
language  preservation.  I  want 
this  same  thing  for  my  descen¬ 
dants  and  am  planning  home 
sites  within  this  camp  for  each 
of  my  children  and  their  fami¬ 
lies.” 

In  response  to  “What 
are  ICFs?”  Doug  Ehzde  of 
Greenblock  replied,  “Insulated 
concrete  forms  are  hollow  poly¬ 
styrene  blocks  that  are  stacked 
into  the  exterior  walls  of  a 
building,  reinforced  with  steel 
rebar  and  then  filled  with  con¬ 
crete.  The  resulting  wall  system 
provides  exceptional  strength, 
energy  efficiency,  noise  reduc¬ 
tion  and  an  overall  level  of  com¬ 
fort  that  you  won’t  find  in  a  tra¬ 
ditionally  built  structure.” 

The  project’s  general 
contractor,  Chuck  Frazer,  invit¬ 
ed  everyone  to  join  him  on  a 


Nestled  in  a  beautiful,  serene  setting,  the  Koenes  residence  will  anchor  the  camp  atmosphere  that  the  family  hopes  to  create. 
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Emma  Brown 


Graduate  Kyle  Doney  shakes  hands  with  FSU  President  T.K.  Wetherell  as  he  walks 
across  the  stage. 


*  Doney 

Continued  from  page  1 


The  new  graduate  participated  in 
many  memorable  events  while  at  FSU, 
where  he  had  the  honor  of  acting  as  uni¬ 
versity  mascot  Renegade  during  a  couple 
of  home  games.  He  was  also  asked  to  lead 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  at  the  2007  com¬ 
mencement  program.  Doney  is  very  well 
liked  hy  the  FSU  administration,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Tribe’s  Education  Department 
staff  look  upon  him  as  a  dependable  stu¬ 
dent  contact.  He  was  always  willing  to 
meet  with  new  or  potential  students  when¬ 
ever  needed. 


After  a  monthlong  trip  to  Europe 
with  the  Alumni  Association,  Doney  said 
he  plans  on  returning  to  the  Seminole  Tribe 
to  be  part  of  the  Management  Program. 

His  parents,  Kenny  and  Marilyn,  definitely 
have  a  reason  to  be  proud  and  should  be 
commended  on  their  job  as  parents  for 
rearing  such  a  fine  young  man. 

Doney’s  family  from  Montana 
and  Brighton,  along  with  members  of  the 
Education  Department,  shared  in  this  mile¬ 
stone  in  his  life  with  very  proud  hearts.  We 
want  to  wish  him  the  best  of  luck  in  his 
future  endeavors  and  congratulate  him  on 
achieving  such  an  important  goal  in  his 
life.  Doney  has  earned  something  that  can 
never  be  taken  from  him  —  an  education. 


Kyle’s  grandmother  Elizabeth  Doney  (L)  traveled  all  the  way  from  Hays,  Mont.,  to 
join  parents  Kenny  and  Marilyn  at  the  FSU  graduation  ceremony. 


Emma  Brown 


(L-R)  Education  Director  Louise  Gopher,  Kyle  Doney  and  Assistant  Education 
Director  Emma  Brown 
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Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Jimmy  Hank  Osceola  and  Betty  Osceola  observe  the  colorful  koi  fish  at  the  Morikami  Museum  and  Gardens  on  their  trip.  Please  see  full  story  on  page  28. 


Tribal  Council  Passes  32  Resolutions 


Mother  and  Daughter 
Graduate  with  Honors 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

Jeanette  Cypress,  51,  and  her  daughter,  Desiree 
Jumper,  24,  both  earned  their  Associate  of  Arts  degrees 
last  December.  Cypress  graduated  from  Palm  Beach 
Community  College  at  Belle  Glade  and  Jumper  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Rowan- 
Cabarrus 
Community 
College  in 
Salisbury,  North 
Carolina.  Both 
mom  and  daugh¬ 
ter  graduated 
with  high  honors 
and  were  induct¬ 
ed  into  the  Phi 
Theta  Kappa 
Honor  Society. 

“It  was 
exciting  at  home 
for  both  of  us  to 
be  graduating  at 
the  same  time, 
but  I  think  it  was 
even  more  excit¬ 
ing  for  my  moth¬ 
er  because  it  was 
the  end  of  a  long 
journey,”  Jumper 
said. 

Jeanette 

Cypress  never  graduated  from  high  school.  She  dropped 
out  when  she  was  a  teenage  mom.  Later,  she  acquired 
some  college  credits  from  classes  she  took  at  the 
University  of  Albuquerque,  N.M.  in  the  ’80s.  “I  always 
wanted  to  go  back  to  school  someday,”  she  said.  But  it 
took  a  long  time  to  attain  her  goal  because  she  returned 
to  Big  Cypress 
and  raised  eight 
children  while 
working  at  vari¬ 
ous  jobs  over  the 
years. 

“Getting 
an  education  is 
very  important  in 
our  family  and 
we  try  to  raise 
our  children  with 
that  idea.  As  a 
parent  I  taught 
my  children  to 
get  an  education 
and  so  I  went 
back  to  college 
because  I  had  to 
practice  what  I 
was  preaching,” 
Cypress  said.  “I 
had  to  set  an 
example.” 

Cypress 
said  her  grand¬ 
mother  couldn’t  speak  English  and  so  she  was  the  grand¬ 
child  who  translated  for  her.  But  her  grandmother  taught 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Tribal  Council  met  May 
18,  passing  32  resolutions  which  included: 

Resolution  14:  Third  Amendment  to  the  19th 
Annual  Work  Plan  submitted  to  the  South  Florida  Water 
Management  District  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 

Resolution  15:  Environmental  Affairs 
Consultants,  Inc.  service  agreement  to  provide  wetland 
migration  and  monitoring  for  the  Seminole  Motocross 
Project 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Two  new  office  buildings  have 
been  added  to  the  Field  Office  complex  at  Brighton,  giv¬ 
ing  much  needed  space  to  four  expanding  departments.  A 
grand  opening  celebration  was  held  May  10. 

Brighton  hosted  an  open  house  and  grand  open¬ 
ing  for  the  new  Chairman  and  Non-Resident  Offices  as 
well  as  Housing  Department  and  Information  Technology 
Offices.  These  offices  are  now  located  in  two  large  mod¬ 
ular  buildings  adjacent  to  the  Field  Office. 

Each  department  now  has  several  office  rooms 
for  staff  and  its  own  restroom  facilities.  Housing  and 
Information  Technology  share  one  building  with  a  mutual 
conference  room.  The  Chairman’s  and  Non-Resident 


Resolution  16:  United  States  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  Funding  request  for  general  assistance 
in  environmental  programs  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  for  all  Seminole  Indian  Reservations 

Resolution  17:  Suite  license  agreement  with 
Tampa  Bay  Arena,  Ltd. 

Resolution  18:  Software  Specialists,  Inc.  DBA 
New  Wave  for  New  Wave  Automation  license  agreement 


offices  share  the  other  building.  Both  buildings  include 
ramps  for  the  handicapped. 

Non-Resident  Director  Holly  Tiger,  beamed 
with  happiness.  “We  have  been  working  tirelessly  for  six 
months  on  this  move.  The  Tribe  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds  and  so  are  the  needs  for  services,”  she  said.  This 
is  the  first  official  space  exclusively  provided  at  Brighton 
where  non-resident  Tribal  citizens  can  meet  with  Tiger. 

The  grand  opening  ceremonies  were  held  out¬ 
doors  under  a  white  tent. 

“Today  we  have  accomplished  a  lot,”  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  said,  speaking  from  the  podium.  “Holly 
and  Jo  Leigh  (Boogie)  Jumper  worked  together  on  this 

❖  See  GRAND  OPENING,  page  3 


Hard  Rock  Opens  Nonsmoking  Gaming  Area 

Casino  Expansion  Makes  It  Largest  in  Florida 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 

Casino  opened  a  10,000-square- 
foot  nonsmoking  gaming  area  on 
May  25.  This  newest  addition 
makes  the  Hollywood  casino  the 
largest  in  Florida. 

Guests  waited  patiently 
for  noon  to  roll  around  with  the 
local  media  on  hand  to  record  the 
celebration.  A  large  crowd  gath¬ 
ered  in  the  front  of  the  entrance 
next  to  the  food  court  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  announcements  from 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  President 
Michael  Bloom  and  General 
Manager  of  Gaming  Operations 
Larry  Frank. 

Bloom  explained  that 
there  is  “positive  air  pressure  that 
we  have  in  this  room;  it  blows  air 
out,  it  doesn’t  allow  smoke  to 
infiltrate  into  the  room.”  He 
added,  “We  built  this  room  with 
everyone’s  comfort  in  mind.” 

The  new  nonsmoking 
gaming  area  has  311  games  and 
offers  ATM  machines,  redemption 


❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  3 

Brighton  Hosts  Grand  Opening 
or  Field  Office  Expansion 


❖  See  GRADUATE,  page  10 


The  new  nonsmoking  area  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino 

See  JUMP,  page  27 
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Immokalee 
Community 
Celebrates 
Mother’s  Day 

By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  With  a  gen¬ 
uine  desire  to  acknowledge  one  of  the 
most  influential  people  in  their  lives,  the 
members  of  the  Immokalee  Seminole 
Community  hosted  a  very  special  Mother’s 
Day  celebration  on  the  evening  of  May  9. 

Following  a  royalty  theme,  the 
Gym  was  lavishly  decorated  in  shades  of 
purple  and  silver  for  the  festive  occasion. 
Grey  velvet  transformed  the  walls  into  an 
elegant  atmosphere  with  purple  crushed 
silk  table  cloths  and  silver  slip  coverings 
on  the  chairs.  Massive  spring  bouquets  of 
flowers  decorated  each  of  the  tables. 

The  pungent  odor  of  Peace  Lilies 
and  Baby’s  Breathe  encircled  the  room 
which  was  lined  with  more  than  150  vases 
of  flowers  intended  for  every  mother  in 
attendance. 

Weeks  of  preparation  went  into 
the  planning  of  the  event,  which  was 
sponsored  by  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 
Big  Cypress  Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  and  Immokalee  Board 
Liaison  Raymond  Garza. 

A  committee  of  Tracy  DeLaRosa, 
Vanessa  Aguilar,  Cecilia  Pequeno,  Juanita 
Martinez  and  Susan  Davis  acquired  the 
gifts  and  door  prizes  and  coordinated  the 
many  entities  required  to  orchestrate  a  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  size. 

Kenny  Joe  Davis,  Gabriel  Acosta 
and  Raymond  Mora  were  in  charge  of  the 
technical  aspects  of  lighting,  music,  public 
address  system  and  power  point  presenta¬ 
tion.  Their  combined  efforts  resulted  in  a 
fabulous  success. 

Photographs  of  the  mothers  of  the 
community  had  been  obtained,  including 
those  of  the  founding  elders,  depicting  var¬ 
ious  moments  in  the  progression  of  their 
lives. 

The  resulting  video  presentation 
was  not  only  enjoyable  but  very  emotional 
as  it  brought  back  pleasant  memories  from 
the  past.  The  effect  on  the  gathering  was 
overwhelming. 

In  addition  to  gifts  of  purses,  toi¬ 
let  articles  and  bathrobes  with  slippers, 
each  of  the  women  received  a  beautiful 
acrylic  picture  frame  engraved  a  poem 
titled  “Dear  Waachee.” 


See  MOTHER,  page  6 
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God  Bless  Our  Dads  and  Uncles 


Who  are  these  cowboys? 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 


2007  Tribal  Calendars 
are  Still  Available 

Seminole  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  can  pick  up  their 
complimentary  copies  of 
the  2007  calendar  at 
either  the  Hollywood 
Headquarters,  Suite  #235, 
the  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative’s  Office  or 
the  field  offices  on  the 
Naples,  Brighton, 
Immokalee,  Tampa  and 
Fort  Pierce  reservations. 

Additional  copies 
are  available  at  the 
Tribune  office  for  $10.  For 
more  information,  please 
contact  Darline  Buster  at 
(954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1266. 


Correction 


In  the  Tribal  election  appeared  in  the  wrong  column, 
results  reported  in  The  Tribune  on  They  should  have  been  attributed 
May  18,  Board  of  Directors  can-  to  Brighton.  The  number  of  votes 
didate  Willie  Johns’  votes  listed  was  correct. 
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Father’s  Day  brings  many 
memories  to  mind.  Many  of  us  were 
lucky  to  grow  up  with  our  dads  and 
our  uncles  who,  in  our  culture,  repri¬ 
manded  their  brother’s  or  sister’s  kids. 
There  were  times  when  I  would  see 
my  uncle  running  after  one  of  his 
nephews,  chasing  him  with  a  stick 
ready  to  scratch  him  and  make  him 
behave.  I  would  laugh  until  they  were 
running  after  me. 

There  were  good  times,  too, 
like  hunting  in  the  hammocks  looking 
for  deer  or  anything  we  could  find  for 
dinner  maybe  wild  turkey,  turtles  or 
herons.  I  remember  sitting  around  a 
fire  and  listening  to  the  stories  our 
dads  had  to  tell  of  days  gone  by.  We 
loved  those  moments  and  thought  they 
would  never  end. 


We  have  a  lot  to  be  grateful 
for  today.  Our  Tribe  has  come  a  long 
way  and  I  am  very  proud  to  be 
Seminole.  Our  culture  and  traditions 
have  always  kept  us  pushing  forward. 
We  must  always  remember  from 
where  we  have  come,  so  that  we  can 
be  successful  in  where  we  are  going. 

I  wish  you  a  very  wonderful 
day  and  the  goodness  of  children  and 
grandchildren  to  make  you  feel  special 
and  loved.  God  bless  our  dads  and 
uncles. 


Mitchell  Cypress,  Chairman 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 


Editorials 


The  Legacy  of  Alcatraz 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments  on  this  col¬ 
umn,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  Catching 
the  Dream  grants.  His  e-mail  address  is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his 
own.  ©  Copyright  2007] 

Most  people  have  little  idea  about  the  far-reaching  impact 
of  the  Indian  occupation  of  Alcatraz  Island  in  1969.  Very  young 
Indian  people  often  have  never  heard  of  Alcatraz.  But  it  was  one  of 
the  most  important  events  of  my  life. 

The  impact  of  Alcatraz  has  been  huge.  It  literally  inspired 
dozens  of  land  occupations,  demonstrations,  protests,  and  other 
actions  all  over  Indian  Country.  It  was  like  the  dam  had  burst  and 
Indian  people  were  not  willing  to  take  it  anymore. 

Richard  Oakes,  a  Mohawk,  was  the  leader  of  the  occupa¬ 
tion.  Denis  Turner  and  LaNada  Means  were  his  main  supporters 
and  leaders  of  the  occupation.  Richard  was  a  student  at  San 
Francisco  State,  LaNada  was  like  me  a  student  at  Berkeley,  and 
Denis  was  at  UC 
Santa  Cruz.  I  was 
the  mainland  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  first 
two  months,  a  title 
Richard  gave  me  the 
first  night. 

One  of  the 
most  famous  of  the 
Alcatraz  occupiers 
was  Eldy  Bratt,  a 
beautiful  South 
American  Inca 
Indian  mother  who 
lived  in  San 
Francisco.  She  came 
out  to  the  Island 
with  her  baby  and 
four  other  kids  and 
stayed  for  months. 

The  baby  was 
Benjamin  Bratt,  the 
now- famous  movie 
and  TV  star.  Eldy 
was  probably  the 
most-photographed  person  on  the  island  because  of  her  bubbling 
personality  and  good  looks. 

Among  the  more  noted  demonstrations  after  Alcatraz 

were: 


sufficiency  for  Indian  people. 

But  to  me,  the  most  important  things  that  happened  post- 
Alcatraz  were  the  changes  in  legislation.  Important  legal  progress 
included: 

-  The  passage  of  the  Indian  Self-Determination  and 
Education  Act; 

-  The  revision  of  the  Johnson-O’Malley  Act  to  provide 
better  education  to  Indians; 

-  Passage  of  the  Indian  Financing  Act; 

-  Passage  of  the  Indian  Health  Care  Act; 

-  Creation  of  an  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  post 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  upgrading  the  Commissioner’s 
position; 

-  The  return  of  Mount  Adams  to  the  Yakama  Nation  in 
Washington; 

-  The  return  of  the  sacred  Blue  Lake  and  48,000  acres  of 
land  to  the  Pueblo  of  Taos; 

-  The  development  of  Indian  programs  at  over  300  col¬ 
leges  in  the  U.  S.  Prior  to  1969,  Indians  were  found  on  only  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  dozen  campuses  in  the  United  States.  The  total  number  of 

Indian  college  students 
has  grown  from  a  few 
thousand  to  over  60,000 
today; 

-  An  end  to  the 
“relocation”  program  by 
which  Indians  were 
forcibly  removed  from 
their  homes  on  reserva¬ 
tions  and  taken  into 
cities  and  dumped,  often 
with  little  or  no  training; 

-  An  increase 
of  22  percent  in  funding 
for  the  BIA; 

-  A  huge 
increase  in  funding  for 
the  Indian  Health 
Service; 

-  The  issuance 
of  President  Nixon’s 
Indian  policy  of  July 
1970,  in  which  he  called 
for  many  changes  in 
Indian  policy,  including 

an  end  to  termination; 

-  And  last,  but  not  least,  the  end  of  the  termination  era. 
Nixon  signed  this  bill  in  1970  as  a  direct  result  of  the  pressure  from 
Alcatraz. 


-  A  successful  demonstration  at  Pyramid  Lake,  Nev., 
against  the  big  ranchers  and  developers  who  were  draining  the  lake, 
which  is  located  totally  on  the  reservation; 

-  The  takeover  of  Fort  Lawton  in  Seattle  and  turning  it 
into  Daybreak  Star  Center  (Bemie  Whitebear); 

-  A  protest  against  the  horrible  conditions  of  Indians  who 
participated  in  the  Gallup  InterTribal  Ceremonial  in  August  1970; 

-  The  occupation  of  several  pieces  of  land  at  Pit  River  in 
1970  and  later; 

-  The  occupation  of  the  Nike  missile  site  near  Davis, 
Calif,  that  eventually  became  D-Q  University; 

-  The  occupation  and  takeover  of  Rattlesnake  Island  in 
Clear  Lake,  Calif,  by  Porno  Indians.; 

-  The  occupation  of  Plymouth  Rock  by  members  of  AIM; 

-  The  occupation  of  the  BIA  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.C.  by  AIM;  and 

-  The  showdown  led  by  AIM  over  the  murder  of 
Raymond  Yellow  Thunder  in  Custer,  S.D. 

Steve  Talbot,  who  was  a  graduate  teaching  assistant  at  UC 
Berkeley  at  the  time  we  took  over  Alcatraz,  wrote  an  article  later  in 
which  he  summarized  the  Alcatraz  demands: 

-  Self-determination,  or  Indian  control  of  Indian  lives  and 

lands; 

-  All- Indian  unity; 

-  Equal  educational  opportunity; 

-  Cultural  revitalization; 

-  Mutual  assistance  among  Indian  people; 

-  Changes  to  the  BIA  and  other  government  agencies  to 
reflect  more  Indian  power  and  control; 

-  Peaceful  coexistence  between  humans  and  the  rest  of  the 
world,  an  Indian  ecology,  and 

-  The  rebuilding  of  the  Indian  land  base  leading  to  self- 


What  happened  to  the  Alcatraz  people?  Many  of  them 
have  since  made  important  contributions  to  the  Indian  world.  Dr. 
LaNada  (Means)  Boyer  (Shoshone)  completed  her  doctorate  in 
political  science  at  the  University  of  Idaho  a  decade  ago,  and  works 
in  education.  She  was  Director  of  Education  for  her  Tribe  for  a 
while. 

A1  Miller  (Seminole)  moved  back  home  to  Watonga,  Okla. 
several  years  after  Alcatraz.  In  the  early  1980s  he  was  elected  Vice 
Chief  of  his  Tribe. 

Denis  Turner  (Luiseno)  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Rincon 
Reservation  and  has  been  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Southern 
California  Tribal  Chairman’s  Association  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  finished  his  degree  at  UC  Santa  Cruz. 

Dennis  Hastings  (Umon  Hon)  has  been  the  official  histo¬ 
rian  and  museum  director  for  his  Tribe  in  Nebraska  for  over  two 
decades,  after  finishing  his  Master’s  degree  in  California. 

Gerald  Sam  (Bridgeport)  finished  his  degree  at  San 
Francisco  State,  worked  as  a  city  planner  for  the  City  of  San  Pablo, 
then  moved  home  and  became  the  chief  executive  of  his  Tribe. 

Vicky  Santana  (Blackfeet)  finished  her  law  degree,  moved 
back  home,  and  rewrote  the  Tribe’s  constitution.  Vema  Clinton 
(Navajo)  finished  her  degree,  got  married,  and  teaches  school  in  her 
home  of  Chinle,  Ariz.  Linda  Aranaydo  (Creek)  finished  her  degree, 
went  to  medical  school,  and  has  been  a  doctor  in  Indian  Country  for 
over  30  years. 

The  number  of  others  who  took  up  the  cudgel  is  huge.  One 
article  said  5,600  Indian  people  went  to  Alcatraz  at  one  time  or 
another.  It  changed  their  lives,  made  them  mad,  made  them  more 
hopeful  that  they  could  make  a  difference,  and  started  them  in  that 
direction.  In  that  sense  —  that  they  won’t  take  it  any  more,  that  they 
are  willing  to  fight  —  Alcatraz  was  a  positive  occurrence. 

I  think  we  need  to  do  it  again. 
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Charles  Lanza  Appointed  Director  of 
Emergency  Services  Department 


Submitted  by  the  Department  of 
Emergency  Services 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Chief 
John  Cooper  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Charles  V.  Lanza  as 
the  new  director  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida’s  Department  of 
Emergency  Services. 

Chief  Lanza  joined  the 
Fire  Service  in  1978  with  the  City 
of  Miami  Springs  Fire  Department 
that  merged  with  the  Metro -Dade 
County  Fire  Department  in  1980. 

Lanza  rose  to  the  rank  of  deputy 
director.  His  first  assignment  as  a 
division  chief  was  in 
Communication  and  his  second  was 
in  Emergency  Medical  Services. 

Twice  during  his  tenure  with 
Miami-Dade  County,  Lanza  was 
asked  to  head  county  departments: 
first  as  the  director  of  Trauma 
Services,  then  from  1995  to  2003 
as  the  director  of  the  Office  of 
Emergency  Management. 

In  2003,  Lanza  left  Miami- 
Dade  County  and  became  the  first 
Director  of  Homeland  Security  for  the  Broward 
Sheriff’s  Office.  He  was  appointed  fire  chief  for  BSO 
Fire  Rescue  in  2005.  Most  recently,  Lanza  was  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  St.  Thomas  University  where  he  taught  busi¬ 
ness  ethics  and  organizational  behavior  at  the  graduate 
level. 


In  addition  to  holding  certification  as  a  Fire 
Fighter  II  and  paramedic,  Chief  Lanza  is  a  registered 
nurse  and  a  Certified  Emergency  Manager.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  course  work  for  a  doctorate  and  is  currently 
working  on  his  dissertation.  He  lives  with  his  wife 
Kathy  in  Cooper  City. 


*>  Council 

Continued  from  page  1 

for  software  and  services  for  W2G  and  Title  3 1 
System  to  be  used  at  six  Seminole  Gaming  facilities 
(Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotels  &  Casinos,  Hollywood 
and  Tampa;  Seminole  Indian  Casinos,  Hollywood, 
Coconut  Creek,  Immokalee  and  Brighton) 

Resolution  19: 1-5  Design  and  Manufacture, 
Inc.  proposals  and  contracts  for  interior  and  exterior 
renovations  at  the  Seminole  Indian  Casino,  Brighton 
Resolution  20:  Equipment  purchase  and 
installation  agreement  between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  and  Long’s  Air  Conditioning,  Inc. 

Resolution  23:  Standard  form  of  agreement 
between  owner  and  contractor  where  the  basis  of  pay¬ 
ment  is  a  stipulated  sum  between  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida  and  Reyna  Construction  and  Concrete,  Inc. 
for  the  renovation  of  the  Housing  Department  Office 
and  showroom  on  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation 

Resolution  30:  Amendment  to  Seminole 
Product  Distributors  Inc.  agreement  for  hot  dogs  and 
non-alcoholic  beverage  sales  in  the  Lucky  Street 
Garage  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  and  Casino 
Resolution  31:  Seminole  Product 
Distributors  Inc.  agreement  for  cigars  at  the  Seminole 
Indian  Casino  Coconut  Creek  and  the  Seminole  Hard 


Rock  Hotel  and  Casino,  Tampa 

Resolution  33:  Amendment  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  for  trust  status  dated  September  22,  2006  reducing 
the  number  of  acres  to  be  conveyed  by  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  and  S.T.O.F  Holdings,  Ltd.  to  the 
United  States  of  America  in  trust  status  for  the  benefit 
and  use  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  from 
43.965+/-  acres  to  23.171  +/-  acres 

Resolution  35:  Termination  of  service  con¬ 
tract  with  H-Systems  Design  Service  and  Installation, 
Inc. 

Resolution  36:  DirecTV  Inc.  First 
Amendment  to  agreement  for  DBS  Satellite  Exhibition 
of  Programming 

Resolution  37:  Approval  of  agreement  with 
W.G.  Yates  and  Sons  Construction  Company  for  con¬ 
struction  of  improvements  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino, Tampa;  limited  waiver  of  sovereign 
immunity 

Resolution  38:  Ford  Motor  Credit  Company 
Indian  Tribal  Government  lease-purchase  agreement 
No.  49990  as  amended  by  Schedule  4999053:  waiver 
of  sovereign  immunity 

Resolution  39:  Ford  Motor  Credit  Company 
Indian  Tribal  Government  lease-purchase  agreement 
no.  49990  as  amended  by  schedule  4999054:  waiver 
of  sovereign  immunity 

Resolution  40:  Elimination  (write-off)  of 
outstanding  Tribal  council  loans  to  deceased  Tribal 
members 


*  Grand  Opening 
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project  with  Andy  Bowers,  the  Council  representa¬ 
tive.  We’re  all  happy  to  move  forward  and  I  want  to 
thank  all  the  staff  for  their  hard  work.” 

Cypress  said  he  and  the  staff  from 
Hollywood  are  glad  to  have  a  nice  office  to  work  in 
and  meet  with  Tribal  citizens  when  they  come  to 
Brighton.  Jumper  was  very  grateful  after  moving 
from  tight  quarters.  “I  love  it!  It’s  home.  It’s  awe¬ 
some,”  she  said. 

Jumper  is  the  chairman’s  assistant  and  Lisa 
Osceola  is  the  administrative  assistant.  Barbara 
Donley  is  the  receptionist.  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association  (EIRA)  matters  are  managed  here  as 
well.  The  Chairman’s  Office  has  its  own  new  phone 
number,  863-824-6044.  Non-residents  will  continue 
to  call  the  switchboard  at  863-763-4128  ext.  15422. 

Brighton  Housing  Manager  John  Madrigal 
said  the  new  buildings  are  built  to  withstand  hurri¬ 
canes,  so  he  and  his  staff  can  watch  the  weather 
there  and  be  right  on  top  of  things  when  storms  pass 
through  the  reservation.  Housing  is  responsible  for 
boarding  up  houses  before  hurricanes  hit  and  making 
repairs  after  they  are  gone. 

Working  alongside  Madrigal  is  Member  Care 
Specialist  Connie  Fulton,  and  Kelley  Vasquez,  recep¬ 
tionist.  They  can  continue  to  be  reached  through  the 
Field  Office  switchboard  at  (863)  763-4128. 

Seminole  Tribe  Housing  Director  Clayton 
Troland  V.  Clay  told  the  audience  that  things  are  really 
getting  done  at  Brighton. 

“Your  efforts  here  are  at  Brighton  are  on  the 
fast  track,”  he  said.  “There  are  87  housing  projects 
under  way  and  that  number  is  growing.  The  housing 


need  is  extraordinary  and  we  are  trying  to  meet  that 
need,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  run  our  housing  services 
like  a  good  business,  get  to  know  you  and  provide 
good  customer  service,”  he  said. 

Information  Technology  Director  John 
Anderson  related  a  funny  anecdote. 


Susan  Extebarria 

“Boogie”  Jumper  and  the  chairman  in  his  new  office 


“Information  technology  has  always  had  a 
presence  with  people  coming  up  from  Hollywood  for 
the  day  and  then  going  back  the  same  day,  but  then  we 
brought  Jason  Thomas  [of  Brighton]  on  board.  He  has 
worked  in  a  closet  for  four  years.  Now,  the  need  has 
grown  and  we  have  two  additional  employees.  As  far 
as  turnaround  time,  things  are  going  much  faster.” 

The  new  IT  headquarters  is  occupied  by 
Thomas,  who  is  the  junior  network  administrator  and 
PC  technical  supervisor;  and  Jerry  Craig  and  Ryan 
Thomas,  both  PC  technicians. 

Their  flyer  about  IT  services 
states:  “We  fulfill  the  technical  needs  of 
the  Brighton  Reservation’s  Government 
and  Tribal  member  people.  We  are 
responsible  for  maintaining  all  of  the 
computers,  printers,  copiers  and  tele¬ 
phone  and  network  related  devices  for 
the  government  side.”  Their  list  of  com¬ 
puter  services  includes  assisting  home- 
owners,  but  some  of  these  services 
require  a  fee.  They  can  also  be  contacted 
through  the  Field  Office  switchboard. 

After  the  welcome  speeches, 
the  guests  went  on  a  tour  of  the  new 
facilities.  Although  light  snacks  were 
provided  in  the  new  offices,  all  were 
invited  to  eat  lunch  in  the  Field  Office 
auditorium  after  their  tour.  Indian  pat¬ 
terned  T-shirts  designed  by  Solano 
Dorgan  of  Solana’s  Impressions  were 
given  away  as  gifts  to  the  guests. 

The  new  offices  are  all  decorat¬ 
ed  tastefully  with  comfortable  seating 
for  the  Tribal  residents  and  private 
rooms  for  confidentiality.  The 
Chairman’s  Office  has  numerous  works 
of  art  that  really  impress  upon  the  visitor 
the  beauty  of  Native  American  legacies, 
such  as  Navajo  horsehair  pottery  and 
several  clan  paintings  by  artist  Mike  Moore. 

Affordable  Art  &  Framing  of  Okeechobee 
and  Brighton  resident  Wendy  Johns  of  The  Gift  Shed 
decorated  the  interior. 

All  residents  are  invited  to  stop  in  and  see  the 
newest  improvements  and  meet  the  staff. 


Susan  Extebarria 

(L-R)  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  John  Madrigal  of  the  Housing 
Department  and  Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger-Bowers  in 
Madrigal’s  new  office 
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RAIN  OR  SHINE 


•HAMBURGERS  AND  HOT  DOGS 
•BOUNCE  HOUSE 

•MEET  AND  GREET  WITH  PILOTS 
•AIRCRAFT  static  DISPLAY 
•  Aerial  hrebghting  demonstration 

•  OPEN  HOUSE 
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Sustainable  Development  Symposium 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD 

With  the  Tribe’s  continued 
growth  and  development,  the 
Housing  Department  on  May 
9th  offered  an  opportunity  to 
learn,  understand  and  empow¬ 
er  Tribal  citizens  and  employ¬ 
ees.  The  department  hosted  its 
first  Sustainable  Development 
Symposium  titled  “Cultural 
Preservation  Natural 
Resource  Conservation  and 
Economic  Development.” 

The  all-day  affair  at 
the  Tribal  Council  Auditorium 
featured  several  topics  includ¬ 
ing: 

-  Indian  housing 
background; 

-  Seminole  cultural 
history  and  land  use; 

-  Preserving  and  restoring  the  natural  envi¬ 
ronment  (while  living  in  it); 

-  Community  planning:  cultural  and  environ¬ 
mental; 

-  Considerations  in  the  community  develop¬ 
ment  process; 

-  Florida’s  political  economy  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  afforded; 

-  Powering  down:  housing  construction 
methods  and  materials  with  environmental  focus  and 
energy  efficiency;  and 

-  Powering  up:  Solar  energy  does  work  in 

Florida. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  started  the  day 
with  greetings  to  those  in  attendance  and  spoke  to  the 
importance  of  housing,  past  and  future.  “Housing  is 
important  almost  everywhere  you  go,  especially  with 
the  Seminole  Tribe,”  Cypress  said. 


“We  [Seminoles]  came  from  the  chickee  to 
concrete  buildings.  The  younger  generations  are  going 
to  benefit  from  what  we  do  here  today,  and  what  we 
do  today  benefits  people  tomorrow.”  Seminole  Tribe 
Housing  Director  Troy  Clay  said  he  hoped  the  gather¬ 
ing  could  become  part  of  the  norm  with  plans  to  meet 
every  three  to  six  months.  “Housing  is  a  very  aggres¬ 
sive  initiative  right  now  for  Tribal  council,”  Clay  said. 

Others  who  weighed  in  with  perspectives, 
thoughts  and  presentations  were:  Vice  Chairman 
Moses  Osceola,  Ah-tah-thi-ki  Museum  Director  Tina 
Osceola,  and  Tribal  citizens  Joe  Frank  and  Jeanette 
Cypress. 

“You  have  to  have  an  intelligent  ongoing  dia¬ 
logue  with  all  the  people  who  are  involved  in  Tribal 
housing.  We  had  architects,  engineers  and  other 
departments  along  with  our  housing  staff  that  plan  and 
build  a  lot  of  things,  so  that  we  can  put  everybody  on 
the  same  page,”  Clay  said. 


BC  Preserve  Closed  to  Off-Road  Vehicles 


Submitted  by  Bob  DeGross, 
National  Park  Service 

BIG  CYPRESS  — 
Acting  Superintendent 
Pedro  Ramos  announced  ^ 
that  Big  Cypress  National 
Preserve  will  be  closed  to 
all  recreational  off-road 
vehicle  (ORV)  use 
through  Thursday,  Aug.  2, 
with  trails  reopening  on 
Friday,  Aug.  3. 

This  closure,  which 
took  effect  June  4,  applies  to  all 
types  of  ORVs  including  swamp 
buggies,  airboats,  ATVs  and 


street  legal  4x4s. 

The  Recreational  Off- 
Road  Vehicle  Management  Plan 
calls  for  a  60-day  seasonal 
-  closure  to  allow  a  period 
I  free  from  resource  pres- 
"  sures  related  to  ORV  use. 
The  off-road  vehicle  clo¬ 
sure  within  Big  Cypress 
National  Preserve  was 
instituted  in  2002.  This  clo¬ 
sure  does  not  apply  to 
landowners  who  hold  special  use 
permits  to  access  their  private 
properties  within  the  preserve. 


Seminole  Broadcasting  Announces 
New  Times  for  Seminole  Channel 


HOLLYWOOD  —  Seminole  Broadcasting 
would  like  to  let  all  subscribers  to  the  DIRECTV  bulk 
rate  program  know  that  the  Seminole  Channel  will 
now  be  broadcast  each  Thursday  from  3  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 


The  change  took  effect  June  7. 

Tune  in  each  week  and  see  the  latest  informa¬ 
tion,  job  announcements  and  event  coverage  from  all 
the  Seminole  Tribe  reservations. 


Broadcasting  Offers  Video  Production 
Workshop  for  Tribal  Youth 


HOLLYWOOD  —  Seminole  Broadcasting 
has  developed  a  video  production  workshop  program 
to  introduce  Tribal  youth  to  the  video  and  television 
production  industry.  This  five-day  workshop  will 
introduce  the  participants  to  the  various  aspects  of 
video  production  and  will  be  taught  by  Seminole 
Broadcasting  staff  and  industry  professionals.  Each 
class  will  be  made  up  of  five  students.  The  workshop 
will  conclude  with  the  showing  of  a  video  produced 
by  each  class. 

The  workshop  will  take  place  July  23-27  in 
Hollywood,  Fla. 

The  department  would  like  assistance  in 
identifying  Tribal  youth  who  are  interested  in  the 
video  production  field  and  forwarding  the  attached 


application  to  those  interested.  Class  size  is  limited, 
so  we  are  looking  for  the  following  number  of  ninth 
-  twelfth  graders  from  each  location: 

Brighton:  2;  Big  Cypress:  2;  Hollywood:  2 
Tampa:  1;  Trail:  1;  Immokalee:  1;  Fort 

Pierce:  1 

Seminole  Broadcasting  is  sponsoring  the 
workshop.  Lodging  and  meals  will  be  provided. 

You  may  fax  completed  applications  to  954- 
965-2727. 

For  further  information  please  contact 
Marisol  Gonzalez  in  Seminole  Broadcasting  at  954- 
364-5217,  ext.  10708  or  e-mail  MarisolGonzalez@ 
SemTribe.com. 
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AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIN!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

•  Neck  Pain 

•  Lower  Back  Pain 
• Headaches 

*  Leg  Sf  Arm  Pain  ^ 

•  Joint  Pain 

•  Muscle  Plain 

Wc  accept  your  insurance  plan,  fedts. 

Pqs,  medicare,  Aulo  Insurance. 


SPIRAL 


fit  CONSULTATION 
TO  Ai  l-  TRIBAL  CITIZENS 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 

Chiropractic  F'hysitlan 
10650  Fines  Btvd.  *  Pembroke  Fines 
(954)  432-5006 

(Located  wrt  to  BaJtysOym  In  the  tt.ih.ima  RrctH.  ptaa.i 
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Discussing  the  Art  of  Poetry  With 
Poet  and  Teacher  Elisa  Albo 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

PEMBROKE  PINES,  Fla.  —  The  sun  was 
bright  and  warm  and  the  white-gray  clouds  contrasted 
well  against  the  blue  sky  as  Poet/Professor  Elisa  Albo 
sat  at  her  desk  in  the  English  Department  of  Broward 
Community  College’s  south  campus.  On  her  desk 
were  stacks  of  poetry,  fiction  and  other  literary  texts, 
as  well  as  several  photos  of  her  husband  and  two 
small  daughters. 

With  a  lit-up  computer  screen  behind  her,  the 
poet  looked  out  across  the  level  of  the  desktop. 

“People  motivate  me,”  she  said,  explaining  the  inspi¬ 
ration  that  urges  her  poetry  forward.  “Universal  expe¬ 
riences.  What’s  going  on  in  the  world.  I’m  motivated 
very  much  by  socially  conscious  ideas.  I’m  inspired 
by  my  children,  but  it  always  relates  to  something  that 
is  because  it’s  happening  to  other  children.”  Her  face 
brightens  when  she  mentions  her  family. 

Albo’s  first  book  of  poetry,  Passage  to 
America,  was  published  in  2006,  and  addresses  the 
poet’s  birth  in  Havana,  Cuba,  and  her  family’s  subse¬ 
quent  immigration  to  America.  Her  poems  have 
been  featured  in  journals  and  anthologies  such 
as  Crab  Orchard  Review,  The  MacGuffm, 

Poetry  East,  Tigertail:  A  South  Florida  Poetry 
Annual,  and  Irrepressible  Appetites.  She 
received  her  bachelor’s  degree  at  the  University 
of  Florida,  and  went  on  to  complete  her  master 
of  fine  arts  degree  at  Florida  International 
University.  She  now  teaches  English  and  cre¬ 
ative  writing  at  BCC’s  south  campus. 

Renowned  poet  Campbell  MacGrath 
had  some  fine  words  for  Albo’s  first  collection, 
Passage  to  America,  praising  it  as  “a  lyrical 
journey  to  be  savored.”  MacGrath  said  he  was 
“impressed  by  the  precision  and  passion  with 
which  she  has  written  these  poems  of  personal, 
genealogical,  and  historical  witness  to  immi¬ 
grant  experience.  Her  eye  for  lyrical  detail  and 
social  nuance  is  marvelous.” 

Albo  points  out  that  her  poems  often 
come  to  light  through  sensory  perception:  “I 
usually  hear  or  see  something  and  it  just  starts 
the  writing  in  my  head.”  When  she’s  inspired, 
she  takes  notes  that  she  reviews,  then  refines 
later  on.  “Sometimes,”  she  noted,  “I’m  inspired 
by  real  events,  real  incidents  that  will  trigger 
the  feeling  that  there’s  something  to  be  said 
there.  I  don’t  always  know  what  it  is,  but  once  I 
write  it,  I  discover  it.” 

Her  poems  reveal  themselves  both 
immediately  and  through  discovery.  “I  get 
something  right  away,”  she  said,  “but  it’s  not 
what  it’s  going  to  be  —  it’s  just  a  start.  And 
then  ...  I  discover  what  the  true  subject  is 
later.”  She  remarked  that  she  does  keep  a  lot  of 
drafts  and  retain  them  for  future  reference. 

She’s  very  interested  in  the  “evolution  of  what 
happens”  as  a  poem  is  written.  She  says  her 
writing  process  involves  much  condensing  and 
compressing  as  well  as  “trying  to  get  to  the 
essence”  of  what  she’s  going  to  say.  She’s  fas¬ 
cinated  by  writing,  and  strives  for  lyrical  and 
descriptive  poems  with  the  power  to  transport 
readers. 

Although  the  poet  was  bom  in  Havana,  she 
and  her  family  immigrated  to  America  when  she  was 
quite  young.  “We  briefly  lived  in  Tampa  and 
Pennsylvania  and  Gainesville,  but  then  we  settled  in 
Lakeland,  in  central  Florida,”  she  said,  “so  by  the  time 
I  was  in  the  first  grade,  until  I  went  to  college,  I  was 
in  Lakeland.  My  parents  are  still  there.  And  then  after 
college  —  I  didn’t  know  what  I  wanted  to  do  —  I 
found  an  editing  job  at  a  magazine  down  here  in  South 
Florida  and  moved  to  Fort  Lauderdale.  But  after  six 
months,  I  decided  that  wasn’t  what  I  really  wanted  to 
do,  so  I  went  back  to  school  and  started  taking  educa¬ 
tion  classes.” 

Commenting  on  her  influences,  the  poet 
explained,  “When  I  went  to  graduate  school  in  ’88,  the 
professor  gave  us  a  poem  by  Sharon  Olds  and  it  was 
as  if  I  had  found  my  voice.  I  had  found  a  frame.  I 
found  a  way  to  write.”  Albo’s  poems  are  very  narra¬ 
tive  —  as  are  the  poems  of  Sharon  Olds  —  and  Albo 
said  she  was  both  shocked  and  relieved  when  she  dis¬ 
covered  Olds,  who  has  been  called  “a  metaphor 
machine.” 

Albo  said  her  family  life  also 
contributed  to  her  development  as  a  poet: 

“I  had  some  influences  growing  up.  My 
father  can  recite  poetry  he  memorized  in 
his  youth,  when  he  was  in  Cuba.  My 
father’s  always  been  very  much  into  the 
arts.  He  loves  opera  and  classical  music. 

“Both  my  parents  love  to  read.  We  always 
had  books,  magazines,  literature  at  our  house.  Reading 
is  absolutely  key.  You  can’t  write  if  you  don’t  read. 
That’s  just  absolutely  key.” 

She  said  she’s  also  influenced  by  the  work  of 
Jim  Daniels,  who  is  known  for  his  narrative  poems 
and  for  writing  poetry  that  is  quite  accessible. 

“I  like  my  writing  to  be  accessible,”  she  said, 
“and  yet,  if  someone  knows  about  poetry,  to  be  able 
to  find  something  else  in  there  as  well.” 

Albo  is  inspired,  too,  by  the  great  Chilean 
poet,  Pablo  Neruda.  She  remarked  on  “the  imagery, 
the  concrete  specificity”  of  his  work.  She  also  men¬ 
tioned  the  influence  of  the  gifted  poet  Thomas  Lux, 
who  she  knows  personally  through  poetry  workshops, 
as  well  as  novelist  Toni  Morrison  and  the  great  writer 
and  poet  Maya  Angelou. 

Albo  has  done  some  drawings  and  she  has 
even  taken  five  drawing  courses  at  BCC’s  south  cam¬ 
pus. 

“And  I  read  fiction  and  nonfiction,”  she  said. 
“I  love  to  read  biographies  about  writers  and  artists. 
Those  are  my  favorites.” 

While  traveling,  the  poet  was  captivated  by 
the  many  different  cultures  she  encountered.  “I  went 
to  a  big  writers’  conference  in  Prague  about  10  years 
ago.  Prague  is  such  a  gorgeous  city!”  she  exclaimed, 
“ft  was  never  bombed.  You  have  to  go  to  Prague.  It’s 
amazing.  The  architecture  is  so  stunning:  There  are 
frescoes  on  the  outside  of  buildings.  The  city  itself  is  a 
museum.  But  I  kept  waiting  for  the  inspiration.  And  a 
lot  of  times  while  I’m  experiencing  something  is  not 
when  I  write  about  it.  It  usually  comes  out  later  too. 
After  I  digest  it  and  assimilate  it.” 

She  mentioned  traveling  to  Italy  as  well. 

“But  I  still  haven’t  written  that  many  poems  about 
that,”  she  acknowledged,  adding,  “Sometimes  it  takes 
years  for  certain  ones.”  These  days,  as  the  poet  dis¬ 
closed,  her  writing  is  concerned  more  with  her  child¬ 
hood  and  her  late  grandmother.  A  recent  event  often 
moves  her  to  write  poems  about  her  past,  she  said. 

She  added  that  she  places  great  emphasis  on  note-tak¬ 
ing.  “And  even  if  I’m  writing  bad  notes,  then  at  least 
I’m  rewriting  the  details,  and  then  it  starts  to  come 
out.” 


tration  in  the  life  she  has  chosen,  and  though  she  has 
considered  doing  other  things,  the  poet  admitted,  “I’ve 
actually  tried  giving  it  up,  I  said,  ‘I’m  not  writing!  ’ 

But  I  just  couldn’t.  I  have  to  write.  And  I  know  that’s 
a  cliche  too,  but  I  do.  Things  come  out  in  poetry  for 
me.”  The  poet  even  recalled  her  close  friend,  Vicki 
Hendricks,  who  was  asked  during  a  reading  why  she 
writes,  and  she  remembered  the  novelist’s  quick 
answer  was  “because  she  couldn’t  sing.” 

“Writing’s  not  easy,”  she  declared.  “Every 
time  I  sit  down  to  write  a  poem,  I  wonder  do  I  know 
how  to  write  poetry?  And  it  doesn’t  matter  that  I’m 
published,  that  I  have  a  book.  It’s  not  easy.” 

Albo  has  been  teaching  poetry  workshops  for 
some  15  years  now.  “But  I  don’t  think  you  need  work¬ 
shops  to  be  a  writer,”  she  pointed  out.  “I  think  what 
the  workshop  does  is  it  speeds  up  the  process.  Most 
writers,  well,  all  the  well-known  writers  we’ve  ever 
known  in  literature,  that  is,  didn’t  do  workshops.  How 
did  they  learn  to  write?  They  read.  You  read.  And  you 
leam  from  what  you  read. 


“I  always  loved  to  read,  and  when  you  really 
love  something,  at  some  point,  you  start  saying,  “I 
want  to  do  that  too.”  Like  I  love  art,  and  I  ended  up 
taking  five  art  courses  here  on  campus  at  one  point.  I 
love  art.  So  a  lot  of  times  when  you  love  something 
so  much,  when  you  have  a  passion  for  it,  at  some 
point,  you  want  to  do  that  thing.  So  from  reading,  I 
wanted  to  do  that.  I  wanted  to  create  that  effect  that  I 
was  receiving  from  great  writers.  But  the  point  is,  the 
workshop  speeds  up  your  process.  You  can  pick  up  a 
lot  of  tips  and  ideas. 

“You  leam  to  be  an  editor  quicker,  to  edit 
your  own  writing  quicker.  You  develop  your  editing 
eye.  You  leam  how  to  revise  because,  after  all,  writing 
is  revising.  You  leam  the  patience  that  good  writing 
requires.  And  you  realize  that  everything  you  do  is  not 
always  great,  that  it  needs  time.  And  when  you  have 
other  eyes  looking  at  your  writing,  you  leam  more 
quickly.” 

Albo  doesn’t  have  any  poetry  readings 
scheduled  at  present,  although  she  is  working  on  a 
full-length  collection  of  poetry.  “I’ve  had  them  in  the 
past,”  she  said,  “but  I’ve 
taken  them  apart,  and  I  keep 
doing  them  over.”  Recently, 
Albo  and  several  colleagues 
took  part  in  Broward 
County’s  “The  Big  Read,” 
which  featured  presenta¬ 
tions  of  Ernest  Hemingway’s  writings,  plus  food. 
“Hemingway  and  the  influence  of  food,”  she 
explained.  “We  brought  in  food,  and  it  was  a  lot  of 
fun.” 

Albo  said  she  also  attended  the  Key  West 
Writers’  Workshop  last  October  and  enjoyed  the  expe¬ 
rience  immensely. 

“It  was  great!  It’s  like  four  or  five  days.  Good 
workshops.  Intensive  workshops.  I  got  some  new 
work  from  that,”  she  related,  continuing,  “And  that’s 
another  thing  about  workshops  —  it  helps  you  gener¬ 
ate  a  lot  of  work.  And  unless  you’re  highly  self-disci¬ 
plined,  sometimes  you  can’t  do  as  much.  I  remember 
trembling  when  I  was  graduating  from  my  MFA, 
thinking:  Oh,  my  God,  I’m  going  to  be  on  my  own!  I 
like  the  structure  of  a  class.” 

She  recalled  last  year  when  noted  poet 
Thomas  Lux  made  an  appearance  at  the  workshop  of 
the  Palm  Beach  Poetry  Festival.  “He  helped  me  refine 
my  editing  eye  even  more,”  she  said.  “In  fact,  we  did¬ 
n’t  get  to  my  poem  until  about  the  third  day.  And  on 
the  third  day,  I  came  in  with  a  brand  new  set  of 
copies,  and  said,  “OK,  throw  away  the  other  poems 
because  I’ve  revised  the  old  one  again  during  the 
workshop.  I  mean,  he  just  showed  me  how  to  cut 
through  the  affectations  I  had  in  the  poem,  and  the 
things  I  just  didn’t  need.  But  yes,  I  do  like  his  work  a 
lot. 

“It’s  always  something  of  a  struggle  to  get 
people  interested,”  Albo  observed,  commenting  on 
how  to  create  more  of  an  interest  in  reading,  writing, 
and  reciting  poetry.  “But  poetry  can  be  accessible. 

That  needs  to  be  realized.  It’s  contemporary  and  peo¬ 
ple  can  relate  to  it.  So  it  is  something  of  an  uphill 
struggle,  but  we’ll  just  keep  doing  what  we  do,  trying 
to  have  the  readings,  publishing  the  books,  and  get 
people  to  attend  the  readings,  because  once  we  get 
them  there,  then  they  say,  “Oh,  OK,  this  is  interest¬ 
ing.” 

Even  preschoolers  can  appreciate  poetry, 

Albo  said,  advising,  “Bring  them  in  early.”  She  said 
teenagers  also  connect  with  poetry  frequently  and  use 
it  to  express  themselves.  “Poetry  is  a  great  avenue  for 
teenagers,”  she  said.  “My  daughters  hear  poetry  every 
week.  Classic  and  the  ones  made  for  children.  So  yes, 
the  key  is  to  expose  them  early  to  poetry.” 


“ Press  the  Language.  ” 
—  Elisa  Albo 
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Seniors  Celebrate  May 
Birthdays  and  Mother’s  Day 


Judy  Weeks 

The  Immokalee  seniors  take  a  short  break  at  the  Culture  Village  on  their  wagon 
ride  through  the  ISY&LR  woodlands. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

May  was  a 

merry  month  for  Tribal 
seniors  who  enjoyed 
festivities  in 
Immokalee  and  Big 
Cypress. 

Site  Manager 
Lonnie  Gore  and  her 
staff  at  the  Senior 
Center  in  Immokalee 
prepared  a  wonderful 
luncheon  to  celebrate 
Mother’s  Day  on  May 
10. 

Each  of  the 
seniors  received  a  gift- 
wrapped  package  con¬ 
taining  a  beautiful 
sterling  silver  locket 
engraved  with  the 
recipient’s  initials. 

Each  heart-shaped 
locket,  large  enough  to 
hold  two  portraits,  was 
suspended  from  a  deli¬ 
cate  silver  chain. 

In  celebration  of  Rachel  Billie’s  birthday,  a 
cake  was  served  with  ice  cream  for  dessert.  Beautiful 
floral  centerpieces  were  distributed  among  the  guests 
at  the  end  of  the  party. 

Immokalee  Seminole  Youth  and  Livestock 
Ranch  Director  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  his  assistant  Gabriel 


Rachel  Billie  (back  row)  celebrates  her  May  birthday. 


Acosta  and  their  staff  brought  a  covered  wagon  drawn 
by  a  matched  team  of  Percheron  draft  horses  to  the 
Senior  Center  the  following  day.  Travehng  along  the 
beautiful  wooded  trail  from  the  Seminole  community 
to  the  Culture  Village  at  the  Youth  Ranch,  the  seniors 
and  their  chaperones  enjoyed  a  pleasant  afternoon  in 
the  great  outdoors.  It  brought  back  wonderful  memo¬ 
ries  of  days  gone  by  and  a  time  when 
things  moved  at  a  much  slower  pace. 

On  May  22,  the  Big 
Cypress  seniors  gathered  at  the  Hot 
Meals  facility  to  celebrate  the  May 
birthdays  of  Nicodemus  Billie, 

Mabel  Frank  and  Betty  Tigertail. 

Site  Manager  Cecilia 
Solano  Guzman  and  her  staff  were 
assisted  by  the  Wellness  Department 
in  organizing  a  game  of  Healthy 
Bingo.  The  group  spent  the  morning 
laughing  and  enjoying  themselves  as 
they  competed  for  bingo  prizes. 
Raffle  tickets  were  drawn  throughout 
the  party  and  door  prizes  were  dis¬ 
tributed. 

Following  a  pleasant  lunch¬ 
eon,  a  celebration  cake  was  served 
and  everyone  wished  the  guests  of 
Judy  weeks  j^qj.  many  m0re  happy  birthdays. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  ISY&LR  Director  Kenny  Joe  Davis  and 
Assistant  Gabriel  Acosta  helped  the  seniors  and 
chaperones  aboard  the  covered  wagon. 


Judy  Weeks 


Delores  Jumper,  wearing  a  T-shirt  in  honor  of  her 
late  mother,  Tommie  Jumper,  displays  her  new 
engraved  silver  locket. 


Judy  Weeks 

The  mothers  from  the  Immokalee  community  were  honored  at  a  grand  celebration  in  their  honor. 


❖  Mother 

Continued  from  page  1 


There  were  many  tear- filled  eyes,  as 
the  poem  was  read  and  memories  abounded  of 
departed  mothers  and  grandmothers.  Several 
elders  gave  emotional  recognition  of  the  hard 
working,  self-sacrificing  women  who  had  not 
only  given  them  life,  but  were  instrumental  in 
the  founding  of  the  Immokalee  Reservation  as 
they  prepared  a  pathway  for  a  better  hfe  for 
their  descendants. 

Overwhelmed  with  sentiment,  Elaine 
Aguilar  cried,  “Take  time  out  of  your  daily  fives 
to  share  a  few  moments  with  your  mothers  as 
often  as  possible.  Listen  to  them.  Benefit  from 
their  many  years  of  wisdom  and  learn  about 
your  past.  My  mother  has  been  gone  seven 
years,  and  I  can’t  tell  you  how  often  I  think  of 
her  and  wish  that  I  had  spent  more  time  paying 
attention  to  her.  She  tried  to  tell  me  stories 
about  my  distant  ancestors,  clansmen  and  our 
relationships  and  origins,  but  I  didn’t  pay  close 
enough  attention.  Every  day  I  wish  that  I  could 
talk  with  her  and  hear  her  words  of  wisdom. 
Don’t  let  these  valuable  moments  slip  away, 
because  you  will  not  get  a  second  chance.” 

A  group  photo  placed  several  new 
mothers  and  glowing  expectant  mothers  togeth¬ 
er.  Hugs  and  embraces  followed  a  universal 
applause  for  motherhood. 

A  fantastic  catered  buffet  included  fish, 
chicken,  ribs  and  a  multitude  of  side  dishes 
served  on  attractive  place  settings,  which  com¬ 
pleted  the  evening’s  ensemble.  Immokalee 
Seminole  Casino  donated  fry  bread  for  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

Door  prizes  were  raffled  off  throughout 
the  event  and  Elizabeth  Oleo  was  the  recipient 
of  the  Grand  Prize — the  coveted  foot  and  calf 
massage  machine  which  everyone  had  been 
admiring  throughout  the  evening. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  Vanessa  Aguilar  and  Cecelia  Pequeno  deliver  the 
grand  prize  massage  machine  to  winner  Elizabeth  Oleo. 


DEAR  WAACHEE 

You  filled  my  days  with  rainbow  lights, 
fairy  tales  and  sweet  dream  nights, 

A  kiss  to  wipe  away  my  tears, 
Pumpkin  fry  bread  to  ease  my  fears. 
You  gave  the  gift  of  life  to  me, 

And  then  in  love,  you  set  me  free. 

I  thank  you  for  your  tender  care, 
For  deep  warm  hugs  and  being  there. 
I  hope  that  when  you  think  of  me, 

A  part  of  you,  you  ’ll  always  see. 

Happy  Mother ’s  Day 
I  Love  You,  Waachee 
2007 


(L-R)  Juanita  Martinez,  Ceclia  Pequeno,  Vanessa  Aguilar 
and  Tracy  DeLaRosa  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
Mother’s  Day  event. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Sheila  Aguilar,  Elaine  Aguilar  and  Michelle  Ford 


Josephine  Youngblood  with  daughters  Grace  Koontz, 
Suraiya  Smith,  Micki  Burton  and  grandkids 


Emma  Brown 

Dad  Willie  Johns  helps  prepare  breakfast  for  the 
moms. 


Brighton  Celebrates  Mother’s  Day 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON —  The  Brighton  Council  office 
sponsored  a  Mother’s  Day  breakfast  on  the  morning 
of  May  11  to  honor  all  the  mothers  of  the  Brighton 
community. 

The  appreciative  fathers,  along  with  the 
Building  and  Grounds  crew,  showed  up  at  5  a.m.  to 
rustle  up  a  breakfast  consisting  of  scrambled  eggs, 
sausage,  bacon,  grits,  biscuits,  and  much  more.  Jody 
Goodman  from  Buildings  and  Grounds  worked  very 
hard  on  the  beautiful  and  colorfully  decorated  kitchen. 

The  breakfast  was  a  nice  gesture  to  show 


appreciation  to  all  of  the  mothers  of  the  Brighton 
community  and  the  mothers  seemed  to  really  appreci¬ 
ate  the  dedication  of  their  families  to  make  sure  that 
their  Mother’s  Day  started  off  wonderfully.  Many 
mothers  showed  up  to  visit  and  enjoy  their  meal  with 
their  children  and  other  family  members,  and  it  was  a 
moving  experience  to  see  families  enjoying  their  time 
together. 

Thank  you  to  all  the  mothers  for  everything 
that  you  do  each  and  every  day  to  make  the  lives  of 
your  children  and  community  full  of  love  and  happi¬ 
ness! 


Rita  McCabe,  Louise  Gopher  and  Michael  and  Eric  Garcia 


Lorene  Gopher  with  daughter  Charlotte  Burgess 
and  grandchildren 


Emma  Brown 

Reese  Bert  with  mom  Agnes  Bert  and 
grandson  Eric  Puente 


Trisha  Osceola  with  daughter  Riley 
Osceola  and  cousin  Janessa  Smith 
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Melissa  Sherman 

Choo-choo,  here  comes  the  birthday  locomotive  down  grandma  Virginia  Osceola’s  street. 


Turning  One  Is  So  Much  Fun 


By  Melissa  Sherman 

DAVIE,  Fla.  —  Turning  one 
is  so  much  fun,  especially  when  you 
add  a  bounce-house,  a  choo-choo  train 
and  a  face  painter. 

Mom  Mercedes  and  dad  Pete 
Hahn  threw  a  birthday  celebration 
May  6  for  Draven  Osceola-Hahn  at 
grandma  Virginia  Osceola’s  house  in 
Davie.  Friends,  family  and  cousins-to- 
be  gathered  together  to  soak  in  the 
sunshine  and  slurp  down  snow  cones. 
As  if  Baby  Einstein  party  favors 
weren’t  cool  enough,  sweet  cotton 
candy  remnants  covered  the  already 
painted  faces  of  lots  of  the  kiddies. 

The  big  kids  attempted  to  pace  them¬ 
selves  with  the  treats  after  a  hearty 
meal  prepared  by  the  Osceola  family, 
but  the  snow  cones  were  no  match  for 
the  young  at  heart. 

In  the  distance  you  could 
hear  the  faint  sound  of  the  choo-choo 
trains’  bells  going  down  the  street 
loaded  with  kids  big  and  small,  and 
kids  rough-housing  in  the  bounce 
house  filled  the  yard  with  laughter. 
Soon  Mom  called  everyone  over  to 
sing  “Happy  Birthday.  ” 

Draven  opened  a  huge  pile  of 
gifts  with  the  help  of  his  mom,  select¬ 
ing  carefully  for  himself  which  ones  to 
taste.  As  the  party  came  to  an  end, 
after  all  the  presents  were  opened, 

Dad  sat  on  the  grass  with  Draven  and 
together  they  enjoyed  the  birthday 
boy’s  new  noisemaking  toys. 


Melissa 


Spiderman  show,  off  his  birthday  loot.  Draven  rePorK  ,ha'  hls  Blrd  '»>  Uke  chlcken' 


Emergency  Services  Trains  Class  No.  07-02 


Submitted  by  Capt.  Brian  Brown,  Public 
Information  Officer,  Emergency  Services 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Department 
of  Emergency  Services  is  currently  training  a  new 
recruit  class  to  help  meet  the  ever-growing  demands 
for  quality  fire  protection  and  emergency  medical 
services  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  its  citizens. 

This  class  is  No.  07-02,  meaning  this  is  the 
second  recruit  class  of  this  year.  These  recruits  have 
a  long  list  of  requirements  that  must  be  met  prior  to 
coming  onto  full  duty  status  with  this  department. 
For  six  weeks  the  candidates  of  recruit  class  07-02 
will  go  through  daily  intensive  physical  training  and 
vigorous  mental  conditioning  to  prepare  themselves 


before  coming  onto  full  active  duty  with  this  depart¬ 
ment. 

Some  of  the  different  types  of  training  vary 
from  vehicle  extrication,  fire  ground  operations  and 
rescue  skin  diver  to  advanced  cardiac  life  support, 
EKG  recognition  courses,  and  pediatric  advanced  life 
support. 

The  Department  of  Emergency  Services 
wants  only  the  best  candidates  for  the  Tribe  and  fol¬ 
lows  strict  guidelines  during  these  six  weeks  of  train¬ 
ing  to  determine  who  would  be  the  best  candidates  to 
serve  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  its  members  as  a  fire¬ 
fighter  EMT  or  firefighter  paramedic. 


Country,  Elegant  and  Sweet  Sixteen 


By  Melissa  Sherman 

PLANTATION,  Fla.  —  What  do  you  get 
when  you  mix  a  flowing  pink  gown  and  hot  pink 
ostrich  skin  boots?  Shelby  DeHass  celebrating  her 
Sweet  16,  of  course. 

At  this  ballroom  affair,  country  met  elegant 
and  had  an  incredible  evening  together  at  the  Marriott 
Renaissance  Fort  Lauderdale  Hotel  on  May  5.  Mom 
Debbie  DeHass  made  it  all  possible;  from  the  dazzling 
blue  and  silver  dangling  from  the  ceiling  to  hiring  the 
DJ  from  Solar  System  Music  to  serenade  guests  with 
soft  music. 

Even  though  her  birthday  isn’t  until  July,  this 
was  Shelby’s  official  Sweet  16  party. 

“Some  of  my  friends  go  away  for  the  summer 
so  I  wanted  to  have  it  early,”  Shelby  explained. 

A  few  weeks  before,  after  a  long  day  of  bar¬ 
rel  racing  and  roping  in  Jacksonville,  Shelby  and  her 
mom  ventured  to  David’s  Bridal  —  still  in  their  rodeo 
gear  —  and  found  the  perfect  gown  they  were  search¬ 
ing  for. 

Shelby  stepped  into  the  room  and  graciously 
lifted  her  gown,  letting  her  boots  peek  out.  Guests 
clapped  and  welcomed  her  into  the  room.  Shortly  after 
her  entrance,  a  close  friend  of  the  family  adorned  her 
with  a  lovely  diamond  bracelet  that  complemented  the 
entire  outfit. 

Thirty  of  Shelby’s  closest  friends  were  invit¬ 
ed;  some  she  knows  from  the  rodeo  circuit  such  as 


Melissa  Sherman 

Shelby  DeHass  shows  off  a  little  line  dancing  talent. 


Birthday  girl  Shelby  DeHass 


Rodeo  Queen  Ayze  Henry,  and  some  of  her  classmates 
from  the  Nova  Southeastern  University’s  University 
School. 

After  the  traditional  birthday  song  and  a 
quick  candle  extinguishing,  the  music  went  up  and  the 
lights  went  down  as  the  song  “Let’s  Get  it  Started”  by 
the  Black  Eyed  Peas  began  to  play.  A  smart,  pretty, 
outgoing  cowgirl,  Shelby  did  what  every  good  cowgirl 
would:  She  herded  friends  one  by  one  out  of  their 
seats  and  onto  the  dance  floor. 

Onlookers  laughed  as  the  dancing  partygoers 
lined  up  on  the  dance  floor  for  some  custom  choreog¬ 
raphy  to  the  ’70s  classic  “Apache”  by  the  Sugar  Hill 
Gang  and  sang  its  lyrics:  “Tonto,  jump  on  it  ... 
Kemosabi,  jump  on  it  ...”  while  doing  the  Pony.  Once 
the  music  went  up,  the  adults  slipped  out  to  the  patio 
for  some  sanity  and  fresh  air.  Back  inside  on  the  dance 
floor  the  partiers  did  the  Electric  Slide  and  the  Cha- 
Cha  Slide  and  danced  to  “Peanut  Butter  Jelly,  ”  “Laffy 
Taffy,  ”  “Chicken  Noodle  Soup  ”  and  other  delicious 
songs. 

After  a  whole  night  of  dancing  and  fun, 
guests  went  home,  one  by  one,  all  danced  out. 
Relieved  mom  Debbie  joked  lovingly  about  her 
daughter. 

“In  a  few  years  she  can  go  to  college  and  get 
a  job,”  she  said,  “ft  will  be  her  turn  to  work  all  day 
and  then  I  can  sit  on  the  couch  and  watch  TV.” 


Melissa  Sherman 


Friends  and  family  get  down  on  the  dance  floor  with  Shelby  DeHass  till  midnight. 


Building  for  Sale 

Approx:  15,000  square  feet 
Free  Standing  Building  on  441 
across  from  parking  garage  of 

Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino 
(441  &  Lucky  Street) 

Hollywood,  FL 

$3,900,000  some  owner  financing  possible 

(954)  557-5085 

David  G. 


Cell:  9S4.709.S624  -  Fax:  954.434.8607 


RUNAROUND  PERMITS 

Notary/Permits/Errand  Runner 

*Bank  *Post  Office 
"'Court  House  "'Etc. 


Gena  Osceola 


We  Make  Your  Job  Easier! 


Broward  County 
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Photos  by  Susan  Etxebarria 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The 
myriad  of  inflatable  bouncers  was 
popular  among  the  many  children 
who  loved  getting  wet  on  a  muggy 
hot  day  at  the  yearly  Watermelon  Festival 
and  Car  Show.  The  daylong  community 
festival  was  held  May  5  on  the  ball 
fields  at  Big  Cypress  Seminole 
Reservation 

Kids  of  all  ages,  even 
toddlers,  were  running  nonstop  in 
and  out  of  a  gigantic  soapy  inflat¬ 
able  car  wash  with  its  cleansing 
after  spray.  The  children  seemed 
happy  jumping  in  the  big  cloud  of 
suds.  Moms  stood  by  with  towels 
ready. 

Children  also  splashed  joy¬ 
ously  down  the  bounce  water  slide 
while  others  preferred  to  shoot  each  other 
with  giant  water  guns  at  the  fort  known  as 
Water  Tag.  Anything  to  get  wet! 

Meanwhile,  the  parents  and  grandparents, 
cousins,  aunts  and  uncles  sat  under  large  show  tents 
and  relished  ice  cold  watermelon,  as  well  as  other 
barbecued  foods  being  cooked  on  a  grill,  like  ribs, 
hot  dogs  and  hamburgers.  Roasting  com  from  the 
Councilman’s  Office  was  given  away. 

The  large  shoes  of  pink  juicy  watermelon 
sat  in  barrels  of  ice  and  those  who  wanted  to  pick  up 
slice  or  a  plateful  and  take  it  back  to  their  table 
'were  encouraged  to  do  so.  Hundreds  of 
watermelons  were  cut  up 
throughout  the  day.  Whole 
watermelons  and  some  can¬ 
taloupes  were  handed  out  to  res-  1 
idents  when  they  left  the 
grounds.  It  seemed  like  everyone 
loved  melon. 

It’s  no  wonder  watermelon 
I  is  a  favorite  fruit  at  Big  Cypress 
V  Reservation.  It  sits  smack  in  the  midst  of 

watermelon-growing  country  where  such  farms 
abound  in  Henry,  Lee  and  Collier  counties.  The 
Florida  Department  of  Agriculture  cites  this 
region  as  one  of  the  largest  areas  in  the  state 
for  watermelon  growers.  Trucks  loaded  down 
with  watermelons  are  often  seen  driving 
along  Snake  Road  through  the  reservation 
during  the  peak  spring  or  fall  seasons  on 
their  way  to  markets. 

There  were  also  unwanted  guests 
gathering  under  the  cool  tents:  the  pesky  “love 
bugs”  that  plague  Florida  for  about  five  weeks 
each  spring.  Most  people  were  resigned  to  the 
invasion  of  these  little  flies  and  ignored  them 
as  much  as  possible.  Fanning  them  off  was  the 
only  defense. 

Upbeat  music  was  played  throughout 
the  day  from  the  Brighton  Recreation 
Department’s  excellent  sound  system.  The  beat 
kept  a  party  mood  going,  while  many  adults 
played  horseshoes  under  another  tent. 

The  busiest  place  all  day  long  was 
the  family-centered  games  and  activities 
tent  where  various  Big  Cypress  depart¬ 
ments  hosted  carnival-style  booths  and 
gave  away  gifts  or  prizes.  This  involve¬ 
ment  gave  residents  a  chance  to  learn  more 
about  the  services  offered  by  each  department 
at  Big  Cypress.  It  also  gave  residents  an 
opportunity  to  meet  new  staff  or  chat  with 
veteran  staff. 


Ahfachkee  \ 

Schools’  booth  was  a 
miniature  putt-putt  golf 
course  with  a  game  they  called  the 
Tiger  Woods  Challenge.  The  elaborate  land¬ 
scape  backdrop,  designed  by  the  Varying 
Exceptionalities  class,  was  a  color  collage  and 
painting  of  the  natural  surroundings  of  Big  Cypress 
with  its  chickees  and  wildlife. 

Many  booths  had  dart  games;  the  Utilities 
Department  gave  out  snacks  and  4-H  offered  up 
snow  cones.  The  Fitness  Department  provided  a  ( 

High  Striker  where  the  contestant  tried  to  hit  the 
ball  with  a  sledge  hammer  to  make  the  bell  ring. 

The  building  department  had  a  hammering  con¬ 
test.  Whoever  could  hammer  nails  faster  than  one 
of  their  carpenters  won  a  prize. 

Watermelons  may  be  92  percent  water,  but 
they  have  a  ton  of  seeds  inside.  Contestants  in  the 
seed-spitting  challenge  picked  out  their  own  seeds 
(three  apiece)  from  a  bowl  of  watermelons  at  the  . 
start  line,  looking  for  the  largest  ones  they  could 
find. 

The  futile  attempts  of  some  spitters  to  spit 
far  enough  to  win  the  game  were  comical  and  natu¬ 
rally  a  crowd  gathered  to  watch.  Some  spitters  had 
practiced;  others  sputtered,  and  the  seeds  fell  just 
feet  away.  One  spitter  brought  laughs  when  he  acci¬ 
dentally  spit  the  seed  more  than  20 
feet  away  and  it  bounced  off  Stan 
Frischman’s  brow. 

Frischman  is  the  assistant 
director  of  the  Big  Cypress 
Recreation  Department.  As  the 
games  coordinator  and  emcee,  he 
was  using  a  tape  to  meas¬ 
ure  which  seeds  were  spit 
the  furthest.  He  was 
caught  by  surprise,  then 
laughed.  Soon  everyone 
else  was  laughing  too. 

The  wayward  seed  went 
out  of  bounds. 

There  were  many  age 
categories  and  the  seed-spitting 
contest  lasted  a  few  hours. 

the  day  came  the  watermelon-eat¬ 
ing  contest.  The  eager  contestants  may  have  had  big 
appetites  but  eating  low-calorie  watermelon  is  good 
for  the  health.  It’s  high  in  lycopene,  vitamin  A  and 
potassium,  according  to  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  (USD  A).  Lycopene  is 
said  to  cut  the  risk  of  developing  some  cancers. 

All  day  long  some  very  special  cars, 
trucks  and  motorcycles  were  on  view.  Residents 
strolled  past  specialty  vehicles  owned  by  Tribal 
citizens  from  several  reservations.  Men  checked 
under  the  hoods  and  talked  car  talk.  Women  looked 
at  the  leather  seats  and  fancy  features. 

The  show  vehicles  were  in  four  basic 
categories:  trucks,  cars,  off  road  dirt  bikes/ ATVs  1 
and  motorcycles.  Parked  in  rows  at  one  end  of 
the  field,  the  vehicles  were  so  highly  waxed  and  1 
polished  they  shone  in  the  sun.  Judges  chose  first-1 
through  fifth-place  winners  in  numerous  classifica™ 
tions.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  special  trophies  were 
given  for  best  of  show  in  three  categories:  the  sound 
off  (quality  of  the  sound  system),  the  paint  and  the 
interior. 

The  recreation  department  produced  this 
successful  and  timely  event  at  the  height  of  the 
watermelon  season  for  the  Big  Cypress  community. 

It  was  a  hit.  The  parking  lot  was  full  and  vehicles 
were  lined  up  and  down  the  reservation  road.  Lists  M 
of  the  many  winners  for  all  games  and  contests  are 
available  at  the  Big  Cypress  Recreation  Department.  1 


Big  Cypress 
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School’s  Spring  Festival  Promotes  Culture  in  All  Facets  of  Kids’  Lives 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Ahfachkee 
School  Cultural  Spring  Festival  is  a  major  event 
on  the  school’s  annual  calendar.  Under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Jeannette  Cypress  and  her  assistant, 
Danielle  Jumper-Frye,  the  Seminole  Cultural 
Preservation  Program  works  directly  with  the 
Ahfachkee  School  in  an  effort  to  promote  the 
Seminole  culture  in  every  facet  of  the  students’ 
lives.  Working  side  by  side,  the  staff,  students  and 
advocates  of  the  program  attempt  to  preserve  the 
rich  heritage  of  their  Native  American  culture. 

This  year’s  festival  got  under  way  on  the 
morning  of  April  26th,  when  the  entire  school 
united  in  the  cafeteria  to  watch  a  video  of  the 
instructors  teaching  the  students  various  aspects  of 
their  culture.  The  self-reliance  of  their  ancestors  is 
being  passed  on  to  the  future  generations  through 
gardening,  cooking  over  the  open  fire  and  making 
frybread,  fashioning  fishing  gigs,  creating  baskets 
and  chickee  building  among  other  things. 

Watching  the  presentation,  the  students 
were  reviewing  the  accomplishments  of  the  past 
year’s  activities  which  were  being  preserved  as  a 
learning  technique. 

Mary  Jean  Koenes  is  the  liaison  for  a  lan¬ 
guage  program  being  sponsored  by  the  Seminole 
Tribe  through  Fairfield  Language  Technologies. 
Called  Rosetta  Stone,  the  program  uses  phonetics, 
pictures,  words,  videos  and  tapes  to  teach  30  lan¬ 
guages  in  a  very  comprehensive  manner. 

“Today  people  live  in  separate  homes 
without  extended  families  and  are  losing  then- 
identity  in  the  mainstream  of  the  fast-paced  world 
in  which  we  live,”  Koenes  remarked.  “We  come 
from  a  society  of  clans  in  which  the  ‘camp’  atmos¬ 
phere  prevailed.  Our  people  believed  in  the  old 
saying  that  it  takes  a  village  to  raise  a  child.  You 
learned  discipline  and  self-preservation  from  your 
uncles  and  aunts.  Grandmothers  and  the  elders 
took  care  of  the  children  and  taught  them  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  their  origin  and  spiritual  development.  It  is 
time  for  you  to  challenge  your  parents.” 

As  the  students,  parents  and  visitors 
entered  the  cultural  village  behind  the  Ahfachkee 
School,  it  was  like  taking  a  step  back  in  time.  The 
students  and  their  advisors  have  worked  very  hard 
throughout  the  school  year  to  capture  the  essence 
of  their  culture. 


Joe  Cypress  is  not  only  a 
stickball  game. 


instructor  but  participated  in  the 


Judy  Weeks 

Pineapples  were  among  the  many  fruits  and  vegetables  that  Troy  Cantu  found  in  the  village 
garden. 


The  village  is  entered  through  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  garden  featuring  fruits,  vegetables,  flowers 
and  herbs.  The  neat  rows  have  been  carefully 
tended  in  an  all-natural  manner  without  employing 
harmful  pesticides  and  chemicals,  and  the  results 
are  astounding.  Heading  this  portion  of  the  project 
is  Maxine  Gilkes.  “I  love  working  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  soil,”  she  remarked.  Pointing  to  her 
young  assistant,  John  Ross  Billie,  she  said,  “He  is 
my  right  arm  and  becoming  a  master  gardener.  We 
have  spent  long  hours  here  together  tending  to 
nature’s  creations.” 

The  wonderful  smell  of  wood  smoke  and 
delicious  food  came  from  the  cooking  chickee, 
where  Nanette  Cypress,  Wanda  Billie  and 


bling  a  small  chickee  nearby.  It  was  apparent 
that  a  great  deal  of  care  and  effort  had  gone  into 
this  project. 

Pedro  Zepeda  from  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  gave  a  very  comprehensive  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  nearly  lost  art  of  split  palmetto  bas¬ 
ket  making.  He  lamented,  “I  haven’t  been  able 
to  find  anyone  that  does  this  anymore.  My 
grandmother,  Tahama  Osceola,  has  never  made 
one,  but  she  was  able  to  tell  me  how  her  mother 
and  aunt  used  to  do  it.  Selecting  and  cutting  the 
palmetto  stems  is  just  the  beginning  of  a  very 
long,  tedious  task.  It  takes  several  months  to 
complete  one  basket.”  Using  a  very  sharp  knife, 
he  was  carefully  scraping  the  fibers  from  the 


Joe  Cypress  distributes  rackets  in  preparation  for  a 
stickball. 


Jeannette  Cypress  were  hard  at  work  preparing  the  stems  in  order  to  leave  only  the  glossy,  polished 


midday  meal.  Their  youthful  assistants,  Breanna 
Robbins  and  Kory  Sanders,  were  intently 
employed  in  making  the  frybread. 

A  beautiful  display  of  the  stu¬ 
dents’  projects  included  pillows,  patch- 
work,  wood  carving,  beadwork  and  bas¬ 
kets.  All  the  youngsters  were  eager  to 
show  off  their  handiwork  and  share  their 
newfound  skills  with  their  parents. 

Thomas  Cypress  had  an  exten¬ 
sive  display  of  tools,  raw  materials  and 
finished  products  in  the  wood  carving 
chickee.  Students  had  assisted  in  peeling 
the  logs,  preparing  the  fans  and  assem- 


Judy  Wcel 

Agnes  Cypress  teaches  the  art  of  making  sweetgrass 
baskets. 


Danielle  Jumper-Frye  holds  up  the  T-shirt  Joey  Porter 
helped  her  design  for  the  cultural  event. 


surface,  which  will  then  need  to  be  dried  before 
the  actual  weaving  can  take  place. 

As  little  children  examined  the  palmetto 
fiber  base,  Agnes  Cypress  and  her  student,  Trisha 
Walker,  were  skillfully  turning  a  large  bundle  of 
dried  sweet  grass  into  small,  intricate  baskets.  This 
also  is  a  time  consuming  project,  but  the  end  result 
is  definitely  worth  the  effort. 

Immediately  upon  entering  the  village,  a 
large  group  of  students  of  all  ages  swarmed 
around  Joe  Cypress,  who  was  distributing  stick 
ball  rackets.  There  was  an  atmosphere  of  excite¬ 
ment  as  the  leather  ball  came  sailing  through  the 
air.  This  large  throng  of  youngsters  worked  then- 
way  back  and  forth  across  the 
playing  field  for  well  over  an 
horn  in  an  enthusiastic  game  of 
stickball.  Skillfully  managing 
his  rackets,  the  athletic  Joe 
Cypress  and  his  assistant, 
Dougie  Sanders,  appeared  to  be 
everywhere  at  the  same  time. 

Jay  Holata  from 
Broadcasting  was  documenting 
the  event  with  the  help  of  stu¬ 
dent  volunteer  Allen  Michael 
Venzor. 

Meanwhile  amateur 
student  photographer  Joey 
Porter  was  committing  the 
event  to  memory  with  his  cam¬ 
era.  Working  with  Danielle 
Jumper-Frye,  he  helped  design 
the  T-shirt  honoring  all  native 
warriors  that  was  being  given 
out  as  a  keepsake  of  the  day’s 
event. 

With  just  the  slightest 
hint  from  his  mentors,  Steven 
Hannahs,  the  errand  runner, 

Judy  weeks  came  out  of  nowhere  to  give 
assistance. 


Charlie  Osceola  is  intrigued  by  the  soil  and  worms  in  the  gar¬ 
den. 


Boys  and  girls  of  all  ages  participated  in  the  stickball  game. 


The  Ahfachkee  garden  produces  fruits,  vegetables,  flowers  and 
herbs. 


Judy  Weeks 

Wanda  Billie  prepares  frybread  for  the  midday  meal. 


Family  and  friends  admire  the  workmanship  of  the  young  crafts- 


Thomas  Cypress  teaches  wood  carving  and  building  to  the  young 
Tribal  descendants. 


Jeannette  Cypress  was  one  of  the  women  who  prepared  the  meal 
over  the  fire. 
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Continued  from  page  1 

her  the  Seminole  ways.  “She  inspired  me  to  learn  our 
culture  but  she  always  pushed  me  to  get  an  educa¬ 
tion,”  she  said. 

By  the  time  Cypress  returned  to  college  three 
years  ago,  she  was  already  working  for  the  Tribe  as 
the  culture  teacher  at  Ahfachkee  School.  Now  she 
wants  to  continue  further  in  her  college  education  and 
obtain  a  bachelor’s  degree,  and  then,  if  possible,  a 
master’s  degree.  “I  tell  my  students  what  I  have 
learned  from  my  life.  If  life  doesn’t  turn  out  the  way 
you  think  you  want  it,  you  have  to  just  pick  yourself 
up  and  keep  on  going.”  Someday  you  will  reach  your 
goals,  she  said.  Even  if  it  takes  a  lifetime. 

“My  grandmother  wasn’t  there  to  see  me 
graduate.  She  passed  away.  But  my  mother,  Agnes  B. 
Cypress,  was  there.  I  was  her  first  child  to  graduate 
from  college,”  Cypress  said. 

A  couple  of  her  own  children  are  now  attend¬ 
ing  college.  Desiree  Kari  Jumper  is  the  first  to  earn  a 
degree. 


Jumper  plans  to  return  to  school  as  well.  She 
intends  to  get  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  elementary  edu¬ 
cation.  “I  came  from  a  big  family  and  I  love  children,” 
she  said.  She  hopes  she  will  be  able  to  teach  one  day 
at  a  Seminole  Tribe  school.  “My  ultimate  goal  is  to 
come  back  and  teach  for  my  people,  but  life  doesn’t 
always  work  out  the  way  you  want,”  she  said,  echoing 
her  mother’s  sentiment. 

Jumper  graduated  from  Clewiston  High 
School  in  2001.  She  said  college  is  hard  work.  “The 
main  reason  I  have  been  able  to  get  through  school  is 
because  of  my  family.  They  came  to  visit  me  often. 
They  came  when  I  got  awards.  They  were  so  support¬ 
ive.  My  father,  Danny  Jumper,  came  to  see  me  and 
encouraged  me.” 

“It’s  very  important  with  the  way  the  world  is 
going  for  Tribal  members  to  get  educated  and  come 
back  to  the  reservation  and  take  over  the  leadership  of 
Tribal  departments,”  she  said. 

Jumper  is  expecting  a  child  this  fall,  but  she 
said  motherhood  won’t  stop  her  from  going  back  to 
school  after  the  birth.  “I  don’t  have  an  excuse.  If  mom 
can  go  to  school  at  51,  with  eight  kids,  I  can  do  it.” 


Seminoles  Graduate  from  Hollywood  Christian 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  May  25,  2007  is  a  day 
that  will  be  forever  remembered  by  Zachary  James 
Battiest  and  Shelby  Osceola,  ft  is  the  day  that  they 
graduated  from  high  school. 

Along  with  42  other  seniors,  Zach  and  Shelby 
received  their  diplomas  at  an  awards  ceremony  at 
Hollywood 
Christian 
School. 

ft 

was  an  emo¬ 
tional  ceremo¬ 
ny  that  includ¬ 
ed  several 
laughs  when 
baby  pictures 
of  the  gradu¬ 
ates  were  dis¬ 
played  on  a 
wide  screen 
for  all  to 
admire.  Three 
valedictorians 
provided 
words  of 
inspiration 
and  Dr. 

Wesley  Scott, 
who  graduat¬ 
ed  in  1982, 
motivated  the 
students  to  prepare  for  what  he  called  the  race  of  life. 

Zach’s  spirits  were  high  as  he  made  funny 
faces  at  the  camera.  A  more  subdued  Shelby  looked 
nervous  and  excited. 

A  talented  artist,  Zach  intends  to  pursue  a 
career  in  the  entertainment  industry.  His  charisma, 
which  seems  effortless  and  natural,  along  with  his  tal¬ 
ent  and  dedication  to  his  craft,  can  only  lead  him 
along  the  road  of  success. 


Submitted  by  Tabitha  Osceola 


Shelby  Osceola 


Shelby,  a  volleyball  player  and  National 
Honor  Society  member  who  received  a  college  prep 
diploma,  will  pursue  a  career  in  veterinary  medicine. 
An  accomplished  rider,  she  received  a  rodeo  scholar¬ 
ship  to  Troy  University  in  Alabama. 


Sandy  Hamilton 

Zachary  James  Battiest 
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Adelsa  Williams-Rivera 

Rubi-Anne  Alexander  (C)  shows  her  diploma  in  the  company  of  her  family. 


Rubi-Anne  Alexander  Graduates  Junior  High 


By  Adelsa  Williams-Rivera 

SAN  MARCOS,  Texas  —  Tribal  citizen 
Rubi-Anne  Alexander  came  a  long  way  from  home  to 
focus  on  her  studies,  and  her  hard  work  undoubtedly 
paid  off. 

Rubi-Anne  is  the  daughter  of  Catherine 
Tommie  Alexander  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Linda 
Tommie  from  the  Big 
Cypress  reservation.  They 
are  all  members  of  the  Bird 
clan. 

On  May  18,  Rubi- 
Anne  received  her  eighth 
grade  diploma  from  the 
prestigious  San  Marcos 
Baptist  Academy  in  San 
Marcos,  Texas. 

Formerly  known  as 
a  military  academy,  the 
school  is  celebrating  100 
years  of  Texas  tradition. 

The  early  morning 
commencement  ceremony 
began  with  a  grand  march 
procession  of  the  students 
as  the  middle  school  band 
members  played  “Pershing 
Riffles  ”  and  the  “Ode  to 
Joy  ”  from  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  Symphony. 

The  speaker  for  the 
event  was  the  Rev.  Corey 
Bearden,  the  youth  director  at  San  Marcos  First 
Baptist  Church. 

“Keep  a  positive  attitude,  keep  the  desire  to 


excel  and  always  a  thirst  for  the  prize,”  Bearden 
advised  the  new  graduates. 

Rubi-Anne  began  attending  the  boarding 
school  less  than  a  year  ago  and  said  she  looks  forward 
to  returning  next  year  as  she  moves  on  to  high  school. 
Her  proud  parents,  her  five  siblings  and  even 
the  family’s  dog  made  the  road 
trip  all  the  way  from  the  Big 
Cypress  reservation  in  Florida  to 
attend  the  graduation.  Not  only 
did  they  show  their  support  and 
dedication  on  that  special  day,  but 
they  also  made  the  trip  several 
times  in  the  past  year  to  visit 
Rubi-Anne,  pick  her  up  and  drop 
her  off  during  spring  break,  and 
attend  parent  weekend. 

The  Seminole  Tribe’s 
education  advisors  guided  Rubi- 
Anne  to  find  the  academy  she 
attends.  The  school  offers  junior 
high  students  a  special  learning 
skills  program,  a  foreign  lan¬ 
guage  department,  military  sci¬ 
ence  and  Christian  studies.  The 
academy’s  curriculum  is  designed 
to  meet  individual  students’  needs 
along  with  providing  a  general 
program  to  prepare  them  for  col¬ 
lege  and  other  opportunities  after 
high  school. 

Rubi-Anne  said  she  was 
excited  to  return  and  meet  up 
with  all  of  the  wonderful  newfound  friends  she’s  made 
during  her  time  in  Texas. 


Adelsa  Williams-Rivera 


Rubi-Anne  Alexander  with  some  of  her  closest  newfound  friends. 
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Emma  Brown 

Mother  Avalon  Puente  reviews  the  work  her  son  Jaden  com¬ 
pleted  during  his  Pull-Out  Reading  and  Writing  Creek  classes. 


Emma  Brown 

Second  grade  students  (L-R)  Ruben  Burgess,  Alexus  James,  Bethany 
Billie,  Diamond  Shore,  Odessa  King,  Rylee  Osceola,  Trevor  Thomas, 
Jaden  Puente,  Sean  Osceola,  Crysten  Smith  and  Lanie  Sedatol  make 
their  presentation. 


Emma  Brown 

Language  Arts  teacher  Jenny  Johns  makes  a  presentation  of 
the  Creek  words  for  nouns  with  students  Royce  Osceola  and 
Richard  Smith  during  the  Pull-Out  event. 


Students  (L-R)  Layton  Thomas  and  Randy  Shore  look  at  the 
Pull-Out  yearbook  they  received. 


Emma  Brown 

Pull-Out  student  Jalynn  Jones  proudly  displays  the  artistic 
project  she  made  in  her  Arts  and  Crafts  classes. 


Emma  Brown 

Teacher  Jenny  Johns  (back  row)  with  the  Pull-Out 
Council,  (L-R)  Ivess  Baker,  Maude  Gopher,  J.T. 
Smith  and  Kiylier  Baker,  make  a  presentation  at 
the  End  of  the  Year  event. 


Kindergarten  student  Alicia  Fudge 


Brothers  (L-R)  Yopalakiyo  and  Imillakiyo  Osceola 


Reading  and  Writing  Creek  teacher  Jenny  Shore 
making  a  presentation  with  Kindergarten  stu¬ 
dents  (L-R)  Jaylon  Baker,  Tavis  Jumper  and  J- 
Wayco  Billie 


Student  Emery  Fish  and  mother  Monica  Johns  review  the 
carving  work  that  he  completed  during  his  Arts  and  Crafts 
Pull-Out  classes. 


Language  Arts  teacher  Jenny  Johns  with  fourth  grade  stu¬ 
dents  (L-R)  Breana  Billie,  Jennifer  Tommie,  Layton  Thomas, 
J.T.  Smith,  Myrick  Puente,  Braceton  King  and  Brooke 
Osceola,  who  are  doing  a  presentation  demonstrating  their 
knowledge  of  Creek  prepositional  phrases. 


Carving  teacher  Joey  Micco  (R)  talks  to  mother  Monica  Johns 
(C)  about  the  work  her  son  Emery  Fish  (L)  made  during  his 
Arts  and  Crafts  carving  classes.  Lahna  Sedatol  is  seen  next  to 
Micco  looking  at  the  artwork  selected  to  be  placed  in  the  Pull- 
Out  yearbook. 


The  Brighton 
Pull-Out  Program 
Completes  Fifth 
and  Final  Year 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  The 

fifth  successful  year  has  come 
and  gone  for  “Pemayetv 
Emahakv”  or  the  Brighton 
Pull-Out  Program.  On  May  18 
the  teachers  and  staff  of  the 
Pull-Out  Program  hosted  an 
end  of  the  year  celebration  for 
the  parents  and  community  of 
the  Brighton  reservation. 

This  gathering  was  an 
opportunity  for  the  teachers  of 
the  program  to  share  their 
unique  teaching  approach  and 
to  display  the  leaps  and  bounds 
gained  by  the  students  through 
their  culture  and  language 
demonstrations  during  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Upon  arrival,  parents  and 
guests  were  able  to  visit  each 
classroom  to  see  what  the  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  participating 
in.  Students  were  also  given 
their  yearbook,  the  first  in  the 
Pull-Out  program,  and  they 
enjoyed  seeing  their  pictures 
from  the  past  few  years  and 
having  friends,  family  and  staff 
leave  them  a  lasting  message  in 
the  autograph  section. 

Following  the  class¬ 
room  visits,  Director  of 
Education  Louise  Gopher 
shared  a  little  of  the  history  of 
the  program  with  the  audience 
and  how,  through  the  support 
of  Okeechobee  County  School 
Board  and  the  support  of  past 
Superintendent  Phoebe 
Raulerson,  the  Pull-Out 
Program  was  able  to  become  a 
reality. 

Brighton  resident  and 
mother  Rita  McCabe  once 
asked  the  question,  “Why  can’t 
we  be  pulled  out  one  day  a 
week  to  learn  about  our  culture 
just  like  students  are  pulled  out 
one  day  a  week  to  attend  the 
gifted  program?” 

With  this  question  in 
mind,  Louise  Gopher  along 
with  others  from  the  Culture 
Department  met  with 
Superintendent  Phoebe 
Raulerson  who  said,  “Do  it!” 

So  they  did,  and  completed 
their  fifth  year  on  May  18. 
Following  remarks  from 


Gopher,  Pull-Out’s  Student 
Tribal  Council  members  intro¬ 
duced  themselves  in  the  Creek 
language  and  led  the  audience 
in  the  Creek  and  American 
pledges  and  the  singing  of  the 
Happy  Birthday  song  in  Creek. 
Next,  Gopher  introduced  the 
many  dignitaries  from  Glades 
and  Okeechobee  counties  who 
were  present,  along  with 
Councilman  Andrew  Bowers 
Jr. 

Phoebe  Raulerson 
shared  that  it  is  such  a  joy  to 
see  what  the  Seminole  students 
have  done  over  the  years  and 
that  her  concerns  about  the 
Tribe  losing  its  language  moti¬ 
vate  her  to  be  completely  sup¬ 
portive  of  such  a  program.  “If 
you  no  longer  have  your  lan¬ 
guage  then  you  no  longer  have 
a  Tribe,”  Raulerson  said. 

Before  lunch,  the  teachers  of 
the  program  demonstrated  then- 
teaching  technique,  called 
Acquired  Second  Language 
Acquisition. 

Each  grade  demon¬ 
strated  the  ASLA  program  and 
their  knowledge  of  language  by 
use  of  nouns,  verbs,  preposi¬ 
tions,  etc.  After  lunch,  the  staff 
presented  students  with  special 
recognition  awards.  This  was  a 
special  day  for  the  students  and 
staff  for  the  Pull-Out  Program. 
It  may  have  been  the  last  day 
of  the  “Friday  school”  but  it  is 
the  beginning  of  something  big 
for  the  students  of  the  Brighton 
Reservation. 

The  vision  of  having 
“our  own  school”  will  come  to 
fruition  Aug.  20  when  the 
Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter 
School  opens  its  doors  to  the 
students  of  Brighton.  This  has 
been  a  dream  for  the  Brighton 
community  for  years  and 
through  the  vision,  dedication, 
and  perseverance  of  the 
Cultural  Education  Department 
and  Education  Department  the 
dream  will  become  a  reality. 
The  Charter  School  is  planning 
an  open  house  to  take  place 
sometime  in  the  fall. 


Pull-Out  students  (L-R)  Rylee  Osceola,  Bethany  Billie  and 
Lanie  Sedatol  autograph  yearbooks.  Donovan  Osceola  is  seen 
in  the  background  looking  at  his  Pull-Out  certificates. 


Mother  Claudia  Olivarez  with  her  fifth  grade  son  Christopher 
Olivarez 


Language  Arts  teacher  Jenny  Johns  with  the  fifth  grade  Pull- 
Out  class  providing  the  audience  with  a  Creek  reading  demon¬ 
stration.  The  class  is  reading  the  Creek  book  “ Estvn  Sukkoce 
Ceyacv?”  The  students  are  (L-R)  Emery  Fish,  Kiylier  Baker, 
Randy  Shore,  Jessi  Osceola,  Christopher  Olivarez,  Kirstin 
Doney,  Maude  Gopher  and  Marshall  Tommie. 
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“When  I  Grow  Up  I  Want  to  Be  a  Kindergartner” 

Hollywood  Preschool  Graduation  Commencement 


*  Are  you  intended  in 
getting  yoMf  GEO  hut 
tnidilionul  nvclhods  havu 
turned  you  away? 

It  fe  never  too  late! 


*  Hie  Family  Services 
Department  now  proudly 
offers  GED  tutoring  along 
wilb  a  CiE  U-prepaniisnn 
computer  program  on  ihc 
rt,servation[ 


*  ITyou  are  imeresied, 
or  have  any  questions, 
please  contact  Jasmine 
Porter,  Adult  Vocational 
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Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Mom  Melissa  DeMayo  with  son  Chandler  DeMayo 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

The  Class  of  2007  proudly  show  their  future  work  attire. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  Osceola  Jr.  shakes 
hands  with  graduate  Xiora  Hailey  Osceola. 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Many  parents, 
friends,  family  and  teachers  gathered  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  class  of  2007  leaving  a  world  that 
included  nap  time,  letters,  numbers  and  color¬ 
ing,  and  entering  the  world  of  reading,  writ¬ 
ing,  arithmetic  and  especially  recess. 

The  Hollywood  Preschool  com¬ 
mencement  took  place  for  the  graduating 
class  of  2007  on  May  11,  in  the  auditorium  of 
Hollywood  headquarters.  What  a  milestone  in 
a  young  person’s  life;  a  picture  and  a  video  to 
last  a  lifetime. 

In  previous  years,  all  graduations 
were  held  in  one  location  with  all  reservations 
invited,  but  this  year’s  graduation  ceremonies 
were  held  separately  on  the  students’  respec¬ 
tive  reservations. 

Parent  Involvement  Coordinator 
Dawna  Bell  said,  “It  was  decided  by  the  par¬ 
ents,  even  though  they  liked  the  graduations 
together,  they  wanted  to  bring  it  back  to  the 
community  and  make  it  more  personal  to  each 
family.” 

Kindergarten  can  be  a  scary  new 
adventure  for  some  parents  but  what  an  excit¬ 
ing  future  of  learning  for  the  students. 

Josephine  North,  chief  officer  of  the  Boys  and  Girls 
Club,  emceed  the  ceremonies,  and  called  Max 
Osceola,  Hollywood  Representative  to  say  a  little 
something  for  the  kids. 

“I  can’t  tell  you  the  future,  but  I’m  with  the 
future  —  this  is  the  future,”  Osceola  said. 


When  I  grow  up  I  will  be... and  in 
my  preschool  class  I  will  be 
remembered  for: 

Kenyan  Lamar  Arriol:  Fireman  ...  Calmness 
Aden-James  Tea’ Cypress:  Policeman  ...  Standing 
his  ground 

Chandler  Andrew  DeMayo:  Veterinarian  ... 
Ability  to  carry  a  note 

Destiny  Paige  Diaz:  Teacher... The  way  she  says 
goodbye  to  her  father 

Celena  Kayandra  Osceola  Doctor:  Seamstress  ... 
Seamstress 

Cachalani  Hayes  Frank:  Teacher  ...  Knowledge 
Melinda  Nadine  Gentry:  Pilot ...  Athletic  ways 
Krishawn  Drayton  Henry:  Chairman  ...Strong 
Will 

Dana  James  Holt:  Good  Dad  ...  Imaginary  play 
Analyse  Jena  Jimenez:  Dentist ...  Pigtails 
Tyree  Philip  Jimmie:  Astronaut ...  Jazzy  hair  and 
loving  smile 

Gordon  Anthony  Jumper:  Soldier  ...  Sweetness 
and  hugs 

Cedric  O  Neal  Martin  Jr.:  Soldier...  Bringing  his 
teacher  treats 

Xiora  Hailey  Osceola:  Chef  ...Chef 
Isaacc  Osceola  Pichardo:  Soldier  ...  Saying 
“Yeah,  right” 

Joey  Boo  Boo  Puente:  Artist ...  Funny  faces 
Adakai Xavier  Ookchane  Robbins:  Doctor  ... 
Kindness  and  caring 

Talia  Rodriguez:  Cheerleader  ...  Ability  to 
express  herself 


The  class  of  2007  bravely  walked  onto  the 
stage  and  said  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  which  is 
Manteele  in  Mikasuki.  The  stage  was  not  only  set  for 
the  class  of  2007,  but  for  the  class  of  2008.  The  4- 
year-olds  sang  about  the  wheels  on  the  bus,  Baash- 
shen-che-neh-le.  The  class  of  2007  showed  their  acting 
skills  with  a  cute  skit  called  Do  U  Remember? 
Following  the  skit,  the  class  of  2008  sang  La-fo-fan- 
kek,  La-fo-fan-kek  O-wa-che-koo-che  —  “Twinkle, 
Twinkle,  Little  Star.  ” 

Following  the  presentation  of  the  two  classes, 
the  slide  show  presentation  was  the  ultimate  tearjerker 
for  parents.  It  showcased  their  babies  as  little  students 


Graduates  wait  their  turn  to  walk  the  stage. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Class  of  2008 ’s  flowerchild  Anyah  Cypress. 


audience  with  pride  in  their  hearts  and  tears  in  their 
eyes.  The  future  of  the  Tribe  will  live  on  through  these 
httle  minds,  and  they  all  had  a  part  in  it. 

Preschool  Parent  Committee  President  Carla 
Cypress  was  responsible  for  preparation  and  supplies, 
getting  ideas  from  the  parents  and  shopping  and  deco¬ 
rating  for  the  program. 

“We  were  a  group  of  friends  and  our  kids  are 
friends,”  Cypress  said.  “This  group  of  parents  was 
involved,  and  they  were  a  good  group  to  work  with 
and  we  are  glad  we  could  make  them  happy.” 

The  little  graduates  received  many  gifts:  fruit 
baskets  by  Edible  Arrangements,  and  piggy  banks  with 
pictures,  displayed  as  centerpieces  on  the  tables,  hand¬ 
made  by  Carla  Cypress,  Dawna  Bell  and  preschool 
staff.  Also,  pink  camouflage  and  regular  camouflage 
backpacks  filled  with  school  supplies,  a  musical  book, 
and  a  beach  bucket  and  ball  for  the  summertime. 

Seminole  Preschool  Director  Leoma  Tommie- 
Williams  teamed  up  with  the  Seminole  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  and  Allied  Health  to  make  a  picture  book  enti¬ 
tled,  “Happy  and  Healthy  ABCs.”  It’s  a  memory  book 
filled  with  96  pages  of  pictures  of  the  graduating  class 
of  2007  from  all  reservations.  All  the  reservations 
graduating  preschoolers  received  one  on  their  big  day. 

Good  luck  to  all  the  kids  going  to  kinder¬ 
garten!  Leam  hard,  play  hard,  and  most  of  all  have 
fun. 

In  the  words  of  Leoma  Tommie-Williams: 
“This  class,  like  all  classes,  it  seems  as  they  just  start¬ 
ed  in  the  infant  class  and  already  they  have  grown  up 
and  are  graduating  already.  They  have  left  a  lasting 
impression  on  all  of  us!  During  their  performance, 
especially  the  shy  ones,  leaving  a  lump  in  my  throat 
thinking  my  babies,  all  grown  up,  will  be  going  to  big 
school.” 


forming  into  great  Tribal  citizens,  with  pictures  of 
them  in  their  classrooms,  playing  with  their  friends, 
happy  and  always  smiling  at  the  camera.  At  the  end  of 
the  slide  show,  the  teachers  and  preschool  staff  includ¬ 
ed  a  trait  that  each  student  will  be  remembered  by. 

When  their  names  were  called,  the  children 
proudly  walked  to  the  stage  in  their  Seminole  attire 
and  graduation  caps  and  gowns.  They  received  their 

graduation  certificates  and 
heard  their  accomplish¬ 
ments  recited.  As  nervous 
and  scared  as  some  may 
have  been,  they  stepped  to 
the  stage  and  introduced 
themselves,  giving  quick 
autobiographies  in  their 
native  language, 

Mikasuki.  Then  they 
shook  hands  with 
Hollywood  Representative 
Max  Osceola  and 
Preschool  Director  Leoma 
Williams-Tommie,  and 
walked  off  the  stage  with 
heads  held  high  because 
they  are  soon  to  be 
kindergartners. 

Language  teach¬ 
ers  Bonnie  Motlow, 
Natoshia  Osceola, 
Cornelia  Osceola,  Paul 
Buster  and  Josephine 
North  and  culture  teachers 
Donna  Turtle,  Alex 

Lila  Osceola  Heard  Tommie  and  Shani  Billie, 
along  with  the  little  gradu¬ 
ates’  parents,  sat  in  the 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Thanks  to  the  Allied  Health  Department,  Boys  & 
Girls  Club  and  Preschool  for  these  “ Happy  and 
Healthy  ABCs ”  books. 
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Lila  Osceola-Heard 

(L-R)  Chairman  Krishawn  Henry,  Teacher  Destiny 
Diaz  and  Veterinarian  Chandler  DeMayo 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Analyse  Jimenez,  Cachalani  Frank  and  Talia 
Rodriguez  perform  the  “Do  You  Rremember?”  skit. 
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Immokalee  Preschool  Graduation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Family  and  friends  of  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Preschoolers  gathered  at  the 
gym  on  the  evening  of  May  15  to  attend  the  gradua¬ 
tion  exercises.  The  auditorium  had  been  decorated  in 
primary  colors  with  a  preschool  arch,  festive  table 
centerpieces  and  bouquets  of  balloons. 

The  graduating  class  of  2006-2007  was  com¬ 
posed  of  cousins  Miah  and  K.J.  Davis.  Wearing  red 
caps  and  gowns  accented  with  patchwork  in  the  Tribal 
colors  of  red,  yellow,  black  and  white,  the  two  stu¬ 
dents  marched  down  the  aisle  and  took  their  places  on 
the  stage. 

Preschool  Manager  Michelle  Ford  gave  open¬ 
ing  remarks  and  introduced  the  evening’s  special 
guests:  Preschool  Health  and  Nutrition  Coordinator 
Michelle  Harris  Farrell;  Disability  Coordinator  Hilary 
Denerstein;  Preschool  Transportation  and  Building 
Coordinator  Delores  Michaels  and  administrative 
assistant  Darlene  Dempsey. 

All  eyes  were  focused  on  the  large  screen 
beside  the  decorative  arch  as  a  slide  show  presentation 
depicted  precious  moments  in  the  lives  of  the  young 
graduates. 

Beginning  with  their  first  photographs  after 
birth,  the  audience  watched  them  taking  their  first 
steps  and  glimpsed  their  birthday  parties,  pets,  nap 
times,  play  dates  and  school  activities. 

Under  the  supervision  of  their  culture  teach¬ 
ers,  Amy  Clay  and  Diane  Hall,  Miah  and  K.J.  inde¬ 


pendently  said  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  Mikasuki  to 
both  the  American  and  Seminole  Flags  without 
prompting.  Then,  joined  by  their  fellow  student, 
Mercedes  Davis,  they  recited  their  shapes,  colors  and 
numbers  in  their  native  language. 

Appearing  self-assured  and  comfortable,  they 
were  unfaltering  in  their  presentation  and  everyone 
applauded  their  success. 

Before  the  ceremony,  the  graduates  took  a 
short  quiz  and  their  spontaneous  remarks  were  read  by 
Michelle  Ford. 

For  example: 

“K.J.’s  favorite  color  is  red,  he  enjoys  paint¬ 
ing  and  playing  with  his  cousin  and  aspires  to  be  a 
Go-Cart  driver  when  he  grows  up.” 

“Miah  enjoys  coloring,  writing  and  being 
bossy.  Her  favorite  color  is  pink  and  she  wants  to  be 
just  like  her  mommy.” 

Congratulating  their  students  on  a  job  well 
done,  teachers  Maria  Castro  and  Frances  Fregoso 
joined  Michelle  Ford  in  distributing  awards  in  the 
form  of  book  bags,  school  supplies,  picture  frames,  a 
necklace  with  a  charm  and  a  class  ring. 

K.J.  Davis  will  be  attending  kindergarten  in 
LaBelle  next  year.  Miah  Davis’  parents  are  consider¬ 
ing  enrolling  their  daughter  at  the  American  Heritage 
School  in  Hollywood. 

Amy  Clay  offered  a  blessing.  Then  all 
enjoyed  a  generous  buffet. 


Friends  and  family  filled  the  gym  for  the  Preschool  graduation  ceremonies. 


Diane  Hall  stands  close  by  while  Miah  Davis  con¬ 
fidently  recites  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
Seminole  Flag  in  Mikasuki. 


Speaking  clearly  and  without  hesitation,  K.J. 
Davis  recites  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
American  Flag  in  Mikasuki. 


Education  Department  Presents 
Opportunities  at  Summer  School  Sessions 


Engine  No.2  crew  pulls  hoses  to  set  up  for  a  fire  attack  inside  the  school. 


Seminole  Tribe  Performs  School  Fire  Drill 


By  Captain  Brian  Brown,  Public  Information 
Officer 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  May  23  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  Fire  Rescue  Station  No.  2  was  given  a 
surprise  fire  drill  at  the  Ahfachkee  School  in  Big 
Cypress.  Battalion  Chief  Larry  Ware  directed  the 
crews  on  Engine  No.  2,  Tanker  No.  2,  Rescue  No.  2 
and  Rescue  No.  202  in  their  initial  fire  attack  on  a 
simulated  fire,  located  in  one  of  the  classrooms  inside 
the  school. 

The  fire  drill  was  part  of  a  combined  training 


session  with  school  representatives  and  the  Seminole 
Tribe’s  Fire  Prevention  Bureau.  The  drill  was  run  by 
Fire  Marshal  David  Logan,  with  the  assistance  of 
Prevention  Officers  Lieutenant  Robert  Brown, 
Inspector  Michele  Polan,  and  Lieutenant  Robert  Levy. 

The  crews  of  station  No.  2  did  a  great  job  in 
their  performance  of  mock  structural  attack  while  the 
school  administrative  staff  and  teachers  were  impres¬ 
sive  with  removal  of  students  from  the  classrooms  to 
the  designated  safe  zones. 


Battalion  Chief  Larry  Ware  holds  open  a  door  while  directing  the  crews  on  the  fire  location. 


By  Felix  Dobosz 

HOLLYWOOD—  The  Education 
Department’s  adviser  Julissa  Collazo  was  busy  on 
May  17  in  the  Tribal  Headquarters  auditorium  lobby 
as  host  to  students  and  their  parents  for  an  informal 
presentation  by  recruiters  from  out-of-state  boarding 
schools. 

Esther  Gopher,  Hollywood  community  resi¬ 
dent  and  Snake  clan  member,  purposefully  brought  her 
two  daughters,  Chelsea  Mountain,  17  and  Kristen 
Billie,  14  to  hear  about  these  summer  session  pro¬ 
grams.  To  get  things  started,  the  Education 
Department  provided  a  delicious  Latin  style  steak, 
beans  and  rice  dinner  catered  by  the  local  Cuban 
restaurant  Las  Vegas. 

Northfield  Mount  Hermon  School  in 
Northfield,  Mass,  has  a  beautiful  campus  with  lots  of 
big  trees  and  green  hills.  It’s  located  near  a  variety  of 
New  England  colleges  and  universities.  Greg  Leeds, 
director  of  the  school’s  summer  session,  said  it  chal¬ 
lenges  students  who  are  seriously  goal-oriented  and 
provides  a  friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Leeds  said 
one  of  NMH’s  famous 
graduates  is  Elrod  Bowers, 
chief  operating  officer  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida. 

The  STOF  sent 
representatives  to  visit  this 
school  from  the 
Chairman’s  and  Executive 
Administration  offices  as 
well  as  the  Education 
Department.  Leeds  was 
then  asked  to  make  his 
presentation.  Concerned 
Tribal  citizens  such  as 
Emma  Brown,  Tina  Lacey, 
and  Holly  Tiger  made  sure 
this  opportunity  was 
offered  to  the  Tribe’s  stu¬ 
dents. 

One  summer  pro¬ 
gram  being  offered  is  for 
middle  school  students 
entering  the  7th,  8th  or  9th  grade.  They  can  take  two 
college  courses  for  75  minutes  each,  six  mornings  a 
week,  for  five  weeks.  There  is  also  a  college  prep  pro¬ 
gram  for  students  entering  the  10th,  11th  or  12th 
grade.  Students  are  allowed  to  study  one  college  major 
subject  in  detail  for  three  hours  every  morning,  six 
days  a  week,  for  five  weeks.  Tuition  for  either  of  these 
programs  is  the  same,  $5,700. 

NMH  is  well-organized  and  has  a  teacher/stu- 
dent  ratio  of  1  to  7.  Classes  average  about  a  dozen  stu¬ 
dents.  There  are  many  social  activities,  as  well  as  on- 
and  off-campus  trips,  which  many  students  find  to  be 
rewarding  and  exciting  diversions  from  their  studies. 
The  school’s  ultimate  goal  is  for  students  to  have  a 
unique  experience  while  becoming  self-motivated  to 
broaden  their  academic  horizons  and  earn  credits  for 
college. 

Some  of  the  resources  the  brochure  boasts 
include  “access  to  multimedia  labs  and  online  library 
with  more  than  78,000  volumes;  specialty  studios  for 
painting,  ceramics,  photography  and  dance;  music 
building  with  pianos  and  practice  rooms;  tennis,  bas¬ 
ketball,  and  volleyball  courts;  playing  fields  for  soccer 
and  softball,  gym  with  pool  and  fitness  center  and 
even  a  nine-hole  golf  course.  Phone  and  computer  net¬ 
work  connections  in  the  student  dorms.” 

The  DVD  displayed  smiling  groups  of  young 
people  enjoying  various  campus  events  at  NMH  with 


faculty  members  conducting  many  activities  in  aca¬ 
demic  and  sports  settings.  Tuition  for  a  full  year  of 
enrollment  is  about  $40,000,  which  includes  room, 
board  and  other  items.  To  leam  more  about  this  school 
please  visit  www.nmhschool.org. 

The  Riverside  Indian  School  of  Anadarko, 
Okla.  has  a  few  mottos,  one  of  which  is  “Striving  for 
Excellence.”  This  Indian  school  has  a  rich  history.  It 
was  established  in  1871  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Education  for  grades  4-12.  Michelle  Harjo,  director  of 
recruitment  for  Riverside,  spoke  about  “taking  care  of 
our  own.” 

Acceptance  for  enrollment  is  based  on  verifi¬ 
cation  of  membership  in  a  federally  recognized  Tribe 
as  well  as  classroom  availability  and  individual  stu¬ 
dent  needs.  Free  transportation  is  provided  upon 
acceptance,  and  room  and  board  is  free,  fully  funded 
through  federal  grants.  High  school  students  attend  50- 
minute  classes  with  a  focus  on  ACT  preparation  and 
testing  for  college  admission. 

Those  on  a  different  career  path  may  attend 
the  Caddo-Kiowa  Vocational  Technical  Center  in  near¬ 


by  Fort  Cobb,  Okla.  The  center  provides  half-day 
technical  training  for  high  school  age  students.  Tribal 
language  courses  and  cultural  awareness  courses  are 
also  offered. 

Riverside  has  many  athletic  programs:  bas¬ 
ketball,  baseball,  boxing,  cheerleading,  cross  country, 
golf,  power  lifting,  softball,  track  and  field,  volleyball 
and  wrestling.  There  are  plans  to  add  football  in  the 
fall  of  2008. 

Dormitory  living,  with  separate  housing  for 
boys  and  girls,  is  supervised  by  a  student  services  staff 
that  provides  a  safe  and  secure  structured  home  style 
environment. 

Students  who  refuse  to  comply  with  school 
and  dorm  rules  may  be  sent  to  the  Wichita  Transition 
Dorm.  This  dorm  gives  students  with  behavioral  issues 
and  substance  abuse  problems  an  alternative  that 
includes  individual  counseling  and  regimented  activity 
like  that  found  in  military  boot  camps.  Students  in  this 
dorm  leam  self-discipline,  respect,  confidence,  self¬ 
esteem  and  anger  management  in  a  structured  environ¬ 
ment. 

Riverside  also  provides  students  with  work 
study  programs  and  extracurricular  activities  such  as 
Indian  Tribal  clubs,  the  Drum  Group,  cultural  dance 
troupes  and  hand  game  teams.  To  leam  more  about  the 
Riverside  Indian  School  please  visit  www.ris.bia.edu. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Greg  Leeds  from  NMH  speaks  to  Chelsea  Mountain  and  mother  Esther 
Gopher. 
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Marrero,  Garza  Graduate 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Seminole  Tribal  citizens 
Efrain  Marrero  III  and  Allison  Marie  Garza  were 
among  the  292  students  who  graduated  from 
Immokalee  High  School  on  May  25  in  a  ceremony  at 
the  Harborside  Convention  Center. 

Dressed 
in  red  caps  and 
gowns,  they 
entered  the  audi¬ 
torium  to  the 
familiar  notes  of 
“Pomp  and 
Circumstance  ” 
before  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  more  than 
2,000  friends  and 
family  members. 

The  Immokalee 
High  School 
Junior  ROTC  pre¬ 
sented  the  colors, 
and  classmates 
Eric  Aponte  and 
Shayna  Glover  led 
the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance.  The 
national  anthem 
was  sung  by 
Ramces  Rouzard 
and  Joshua  Washington. 

It  is  a  tradition  at  Immokalee  High  School  for 
the  graduates  to  participate  in  the  entire  graduation 
presentation.  The  evening’s  entertainment  began  when 
Joshua  Washington  at  the  piano  was  joined  by  Ramces 
Rouzard  and  Lederian  Townsend  in  singing  “ End  of 
the  Journey ,”  which  they  had  written  especially  for 
this  occasion.  Their  performance  drew  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion. 

Alternately  speaking  in  English,  Spanish  and 
Creole,  Jose-Djana  Charles,  Leslie  Flores  and  Brittney 
Matthews  welcomed  everyone  to  the  ceremony.  A 
short  video  presentation  prepared  by  Brittany 
Gonzalez,  Aaron  Henry  and  Carline  Radius  featured 
the  graduates  at  various  stages  of  their  lives  and  par¬ 
ticipating  in  school  activities. 

Valedictorian  Lucio  Martinez  and 
Salutatorian  Heather  Caseres  gave  their  commence¬ 
ment  addresses.  Singing  a  medley  of  popular  songs, 
Ramces  Rouzard,  Principal  Armando  Touron,  Lederian 
Townsend  and  Joshua  Washington  performed  the  class 
dedication. 

Principal  Armando  Touron  gave  the  class 
presentation  in  three  languages  before  singing  the 
Garth  Brooks  classic  “The  River'”  in  lieu  of  a  speech. 
As  he  performed  this  beautiful  song,  the  graduating 
class  participated  by  waving  a  sea  of  long-stemmed 
red  roses  in  unison. 

Diplomas  were  presented  by  Touron  and 
Collier  County  School  Board  member  Richard 
Calabrese.  The  class  poem  and  tassel  ceremony  pre¬ 
ceded  the  singing  of  the  alma  mater  and  recessional. 

Both  of  the  Seminole  graduates  are  very  spe¬ 
cial  young  adults  who  have  overcome  what  many 
would  consider  to  be  insurmountable  odds.  However, 


they  don’t  consider  this  to  be  the  end  of  their  struggle, 
but  rather  a  beginning  of  a  lifelong  battle  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  win.  They  are  representative  of  their  high 
school  motto,  “Success  is  our  Goal. . .  Failure  is  not  an 
Option.” 

Efrain  Marrero  III,  known  to  his  classmates 
as  Frankie,  was  bom  with  serious  physical  impairment 
which  has  confined  him  to  a  wheelchair  for  life. 
Thanks  to  his  strong  will,  determination,  perseverance 
and  the  devoted  support  of  his  family,  he  sees  no  limi¬ 
tations  to  his  achievements. 

Frankie  has  been  a  mainstream  student  in  the 
public  school  system,  maintaining  above-average 
grades  with  the  assistance  of  his  tutor,  Guadalute 
Lucio.  Acting  as  his  arms  and  legs,  she  has  been  by 
his  side  attending  all  of  his  classes  since  the  sixth 
grade. 

“Frankie  is  a  joy  to  work  with  on  all  levels,” 
Lucio  said.  “He  is  polite,  appreciative,  intelligent  and 
dedicated  to  achieving  all  that  he  can.  He  is  an  inspi¬ 
ration  to  students  and  adults  everywhere.” 

Because  of  his  special  needs,  Frankie  has 
elected  to  attend  the  DeVry  University  through  home 
computer  courses  and  is  striving  for  a  degree  in  busi¬ 
ness  administration.  Particularly  fond  of  cooking,  he 
said  he  plans  to  explore  the  gourmet  food  market  and 
possibly  open  his  own  restaurant  after  graduating  from 
college. 

Allison  Garza  was  an  average  student  until 
reaching  her  junior  year  in  high  school.  When  she  told 
her  guidance  counselor  she  wanted  to  take  classes  to 
prepare  for  college,  he  informed  her  she  was  not  col¬ 
lege  material  and  should  look  in  some  other  direction. 

Infuriated,  this 
young  lady  set 
out  to  prove  him 
wrong. 

Against 
his  better  judg¬ 
ment,  the  guid¬ 
ance  counselor 
allowed  her  to 
sign  up  for  the 
heaviest  class 
load  possible. 
Carrying  all  aca¬ 
demic  courses  for 
the  next  two 
years,  she  worked 
very  hard,  did 
extra  credit  proj¬ 
ects  and  managed 
to  maintain  nearly 
an  A/B  average  at 
all  times. 

At  17, 

she  has  graduated 
with  four  more  credits  than  necessary  and  is  enrolling 
in  Gulf  Coast  University,  where  she  said  she  will 
major  in  environmental  studies.  Her  plans  include  a 
possible  transfer  to  the  study  of  law  and  a  career  in 
Tribal  government. 

It  would  take  a  very  foolish  person  to  say  no 
to  either  one  of  these  determined  young  adults.  The 
odds  are  they  would  prove  you  wrong. 


Efrain  Marrero  Ill 


Allison  Marie  Garza 


Institute  Teaches  High-Tech  Way 
To  Preserve  Native  Language 


Shelley  Marmor 

(L-R)  Alexandra  Tommie,  Paul  Buster,  Cornelia  Osceola,  Bonnie 
Motlow,  Carla  Cypress,  Jo  Motlow  North  and  Carol  Cypress  work 
on  their  Native  Language  Storybooks  as  1L1  Web  Manager  Tonia 
Williams  (back  row)  walks  around  offering  assistance. 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Indigenous  Language  Institute’s  (ILI) 

Language  Materials  Development 
Center  hosted  a  “Storytelling  with 
Technology”  workshop  May  15-17  at 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 

Casino. 

Storytelling  with  Technology 
is  part  of  the  ILI/IBM  Regional  Tech 
Knowledge  Workshop  Series,  through 
a  partnership  with  the  IBM  computer 
company. 

The  workshop  taught  partici¬ 
pants  how  to  develop  high-tech  teach¬ 
ing  tools  to  aid  in  native  language 
preservation.  Workshop  participants, 
including  several  representatives  from 
the  Seminole  Tribe’s  Language  and 
Culture  departments,  used  the 
Microsoft  Publisher  program  to  create 
a  Native  Language  Storybook.  These 
storybooks  are  targeted  toward 
younger  children  and  utilize  both 
images  and  words  as  teaching  tools. 

Tribal  representatives  who  attended  the  work¬ 
shop  included:  Language  Department  Director  Jo 
Motlow  North,  Brighton  Language  Coordinator  Jenny 
Jones,  Tribal- Wide  Cultural  Education  Coordinator 
Shelly  Walker,  Language  Instructors  Donna  Turtle  and 
Bonnie  Motlow,  Director  of  Cultural  Programs  Lorene 
Gopher,  Culture  Instructor  Alexandra  Tommie,  and 
several  others. 

Shore  told  her  fellow  conference  attendees 
about  the  Charter  School  that  will  soon  open  in 
Brighton.  She  said  the  school  will  teach  students  lan¬ 


guage  and  culture,  for  which  they  will  receive  aca¬ 
demic  credit  as  part  of  their  curriculum. 

ILI  Operations  Manager  Tom  Kauley  of  the 
Kiowa  Tribe  responded  to  Shore  saying,  “We’ll  work 
with  you  in  any  way  you  want  us  to.” 

Kauley  also  introduced  the  “core  team”  who 
would  instruct  participants  in  workshops  during  the 
three-day  conference.  The  team  included  representa¬ 
tives  from  ILI’s  Technical  Advisory  Committee,  many 
of  whom  also  work  in  the  computer  technology  field. 

The  team  consisted  of:  ILI  Web  Manager 
Tonia  Williams,  ILI  Head  of  Research  and 

Development  Chris  Harvey,  IBM 
Software  Engineer  Kerry 
Langford,  graduate  student 
Candace  Galla,  Native  American 
Public  Telecommunications 
Producer  Jack  Pohler  and 
Microsoft  International  Project 
Manager  Manuela  Noske. 

Noske  led  one  of  the 
classes,  starting  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  teaching  conference 
attendees  basic  operations, 
including  how  to  boldface,  itali¬ 
cize  and  resize  text.  Noske  then 
moved  on  to  more  advanced  top¬ 
ics,  such  as  how  to  add  graphics 
to  storybook  pages,  before  telling 
everyone  about  a  crucial  step  in 
their  layout  process. 

“The  most  important 
thing  to  do  after  we  made  these 
changes  is  to  save  your  work,” 
Noske  said. 

For  more  information  on 
the  ILI,  please  visit  their  website 
at  www.indigenous-language.org. 


Shelley  Marmor 

Operations  Manager  of  the  Language  Materials  Development  Center 
Tom  Kauley  discusses  the  role  of  the  IBM  computer  company  in  the 
ILI’s  language  preservation  efforts. 


Parents’ Appreciation  Night  at  Ahfachkee 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Parents  were 
invited  to  a  night  of  a  family  fun  with 
games,  raffles,  various  exhibits  of  students’ 
work,  student  skits  and  speeches,  followed 
by  a  great  dinner  at  Ahfachkee  School.  The 
occasion  was  the  end-of-the-year  Parents’ 
Appreciation  Night,  held  May  9  and  organ¬ 
ized  and  hosted  by  the  entire  staff  of  teach¬ 
ers,  supervisors  and  employees  of  the 
school. 

“I  think  it  was  a  success,” 
Principal  Terry  Porter  said.  ”It  really 
opened  up  doors.  I  believe  in  the  Native 
Circle  of  Life  and  within  that  circle  I 
believe  all  things  are  connected.  In  educa¬ 
tion,  we  have  a  triangle.  The  students,  the 
staff,  and  the  parents  —  all  three  are  neces¬ 
sary  with  each  one  representing  a  vertex 
which  comprises  the  triangle  and  that  trian¬ 
gle  fits  within  the  circle.” 

The  event  started  at  2:30  p.m. 
when  staff  at  the  registration  table  began 
signing  in  parents,  grandparents  and  other 
guests  of  the  family,  and  handing  out  raffle 
tickets  for  those  in  attendance.  The  crowd 
swelled  in  the  school  lunchroom  within  the 
hour;  people  hustled  for  a  place  to  sit 
together  at  lunch  tables,  and  the  group 
games  began. 

There  was  excited  chatter  as  fami¬ 
ly  teams  worked  together  with  teachers  to 
win  the  games  of  dice,  correctly  answer  a 
questionnaire,  and  complete  the  Football 
Challenge  in  which  knowing  a  team’s  mas¬ 
cot  or  other  sports  trivia  made  them  win¬ 
ners. 

“The  purpose  of  the  games  was  to 
promote  bonding  experiences  between  the 
students,  the  staff  and  the  parents  —  and  it 
worked!”  said  Dean  of  Students 
Dominique  Troadec,  who  helped  coordi¬ 
nate  the  event. 

As  the  party  progressed,  the  raffle 
proceeded  among  many  events  that 
evening.  Most  of  the  items  were  very  nice 
home  decor,  foamy  bath  body  gifts,  Native 
American  artwork  and  more.  The  final 
prize  raffled  was  a  beautiful  handcrafted 
and  painted  Native  American  lamp  set  and 
clock  donated  by  Principal  Porter.  Because 
it  was  the  parents’  night,  tickets  were  given 
to  parents,  and  the  gifts  were  for  them  — 
not  the  students  —  but  the  children  proudly 
escorted  their  moms  and  dads  up  to  the 
table  to  pick  out  their  prizes. 

The  atmosphere  was  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  normal,  more  formal  school 
open  house. 

The  walls  were  plastered  from  top 
to  bottom  with  colorful  art  designed  by 
children  in  all  classes,  created  with  crayon 
and  watercolors  in  art  class.  This  was 
accomplished  in  the  previous  week  by  the 
new  art  teacher,  Ivette  Lopez.  There  were 
numerous  wall  and  table  displays  by  the 
first  and  second  grades  covering  all  the 
windows  from  top  to  bottom  so  you  could¬ 


n’t  see  out  of  them.  Students  in  the 
fifth  grade  class  made  posters  and 
cards  titled  “Why  I  Appreciate  My 
Parents”  while  the  sixth  grade  stu¬ 
dents  made  a  Parent  Appreciation 
Book. 

There  were  intriguing  stand¬ 
ing  exhibits  of  science  projects  from 
the  kindergarten  through  seventh 
grade  Gifted  Enrichment  Program.  If 
that  wasn’t  enough,  parents  had  the 
opportunity  to  go  to  their  child’s 
homeroom  and  examine  the  specific 
educational  structure  of  the  class¬ 
room. 

Porter  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  the  parents  knew  just  how  valu¬ 
able  they  are  and  how  much  they  are 
appreciated.  He  was  the  subject  of  a 
film  project,  a  growing  educational 
tool  developing  at  the  school,  in 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Painting  by  student  Red  Heart  Billie  adorned  the 
wall  along  with  many  other  paintings. 


which  he  was  interviewed  by  high 
school  student  Allen  Venzor,  and 
filmed  by  high  school  student 
Herschel  Frank.  This  project  is  under 
the  guidance  of  Ahfachkee 
Technology  Coordinators  Abelardo 
Solano  and  Douglas  Zepeda  and  has 
been  an  excellent  learning  tool  for 
the  students,  Porter  stated. 

Porter  acknowledged  the 
work  of  Director  Danny  Jumper  and 
Jay  Holata  of  the  Broadcasting 
Department,  for  their  assistance  with 
the  process  of  teaching  kids  how  to 
become  videographers. 

In  the  film,  Porter  said  he 
really  appreciates  parents  who  take 
an  interest  in  their  child’s  education 
and  want  to  know  more  about  the 
school’s  role  in  the  community. 

“We  have  an  open  door  pol¬ 


icy  here  and  communication  is  the  key,”  he 
said  on  film. 

The  skits  were  performed  on  a 
new  stage  area  created  in  the  lunchroom 
just  for  such  occasions.  Getting  up  before 
audiences  and  performing  and  speaking  is 
one  of  the  scariest  things  for  people  to  do 
so  school  is  the  best  place  to  learn  this 
skill. 

“It  is  really  about  teaching  and 
encouraging  students  to  express  themselves 
in  positive  ways,”  said  Troadec. 

The  students  who  performed 
before  their  families  and  peers  courageous¬ 
ly  took  to  the  stage.  The  third  graders  are 
studying  American  government  in  Rhonda 
Iglesias’  class.  Each  was  assigned  to  give  a 
short  speech  about  an  American  state  they 
studied.  Arnold  Billie  relayed  this  interest¬ 
ing  tidbit  about  North  Carolina. 

“Something  interesting  about  my 
state  is  that  it  grows  more  sunflowers  than 
any  other  state,”  he  said. 

Dalton  Koenes  explained  some 
facts  about  Arkansas,  saying  “My  state  tree 
is  the  leaf  pine.”  Michaela  Cypress  let 
everyone  know  what  she  liked  most  about 
studying  California  —  it  was  Arnold 
Scwarzenegger. 

“My  governor  is  the  Terminator!” 

she  said. 

Most  of  the  seventh-  and  eighth- 
grade  students  were  on  a  field  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  and  couldn’t  be  there  but 
they  wrote  a  letter  to  be  read  to  their  par¬ 
ents  telling  them  how  much  they  appreciate 
their  support  and  encouragement. 

The  fourth  graders  performed  the 
skit  “Hey,  Where’s  My  Paycheck!”  while 
the  eighth  grade  class  designed  a  colorful 
collage-type  banner  adorning  the  stage  that 
read  “It’s  awesome  to  have  rockin’  parents 
like  you!” 

There  was  an  outdoor  exhibit  as 
well  with  Culture  Class  teachers  demon¬ 
strating  the  abundant  variety  of  wholesome 
vegetables  the  students  have  grown  this 
year  in  their  Traditional  Garden.  Even 
nicer  for  the  parents  who  drifted  outside  to 
look  at  the  exhibit  in  the  nearby  chickee 
was  the  generous  giving  away  of  all  these 
fresh  vegetables,  potted  plants  and  flowers 
to  parents  and  guests. 

Before  dinner  Big  Cypress  Tribal 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress 
gave  his  support  and  told  the  parents  how 
grateful  he  was  to  see  all  of  them  at  the 
Appreciation  Night.  He  also  stressed  the 
importance  of  education  and  acknowledged 
Porter  for  all  the  positive  changes  which 
have  occurred  since  his  arrival. 

“I  really  want  to  recognize  the 
special  efforts  of  the  fourth  grade  teacher 
Orlando  Garcia,  the  fifth  grade  teacher 
Russhelle  Lee  and  Gifted/Talented  Teacher 
Jill  Grismore,  who  spearhead  this  event; 
and  everybody  who  contributed,”  said 
Porter. 
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Tribal  Employee  Anna  Puente 
Embarks  on  Nursing  Career 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Seminole  Tribal 
Employee  Anna  Puente  achieved  another  one  of  her 
life’s  ambitions  when  she  graduated  from  the  Lorenzo 
Walker  Institute  of  Technology  on  the  evening  of  May 
24  with  a  degree  in  practical  nursing. 

Joining  the  staff  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  in  2000  as  a  home  care  facilitator,  she  was  ele¬ 
vated  to  community  health  representative  two  years 
later.  With  her  cheerful  smile  and  upbeat  personality, 
she  quickly  became  a  member  of  the  Immokalee  com¬ 
munity  that  had  won  her  heart. 

When  the  Immokalee  Reservation  opened  its 
first  clinic  two  years  ago,  Puente  realized  that  she 
could  be  doing  a  lot  more  for  her  patients  and  advance 


Judy  Weeks 


Following  her  graduation  ceremony,  Anna  Puente 
holds  her  diploma  as  she  looks  to  a  future  in  the 
nursing  profession. 


her  career  by  enhancing  her  education.  As  a  single 
mother  of  two  teenagers,  it  was  obvious  that  she 
would  have  to  continue  working  her  day  job  while 
going  to  school  at  night  and  on  weekends.  The  nearest 
accredited  school  that  offered  this  kind  of  a  schedule 
was  LWIT  in  Naples,  nearly  70  miles  from  her  home 
in  LaBelle. 

With  the  support  of  her  family  and  friends, 
she  decided  to  put  everything  else  aside  and  enroll  in 
school.  For  the  next  14  months,  she  held  down  a  full¬ 
time  job,  took  care  of  her  home  and  family,  attended 
school  several  nights  a  week  and  tackled  mountains  of 
homework.  Most  of  her  days  began  at  5  a.m.  and 
ended  at  midnight  or  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning. 

She  wasn’t  the  only  one  in  this  predicament. 
Her  LPN  class  got  under  way  with  18  students  and 
had  dwindled  to  1 1  by  the  time  they  were  ready  to  do 
their  internship  training  at  Naples  Community 
Hospital.  Although  burning  her  candle  at  both  ends, 
she  never  became  depressed  and  wearily  dragged  her¬ 
self  toward  her  goal,  which  was  now  in  sight. 

During  commencement  proceedings,  her 
classmate  Lilliana  Negron  mentioned  Puente  in  her 
Reflections  Address.  “Some  of  the  students  graduating 
in  our  class  tonight  were  required  to  make  many  sacri¬ 
fices  in  order  to  be  here.  Puente  has  become  a  role 
model  for  us  as  she  made  the  daily  long  trip  from 
LaBelle  with  a  smile  and  encouraged  us  whenever  we 
faltered.  Regardless  of  age,  we  all  look  up  to  her.  She 
has  proven  that  the  road  is  open  and  the  choice  is 
ours.” 

In  red  cap  and  gown,  Puente  received  her 
diploma  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Gulf  Coast  High 
School.  Walking  down  the  aisle,  she  was  applauded 
by  her  daughter,  Kristine,  son  Josh,  family,  friends, 
co-workers  and  Tribal  citizens  who  were  on  hand  to 
help  her  celebrate  this  momentous  occasion. 

As  a  Graduate  Practical  Nurse,  Puente  partic¬ 
ipated  in  a  pinning  ceremony  on  May  29  at  the  LWIT 
Campus  dressed  in  her  white  nurse’s  uniform.  As  she 
made  her  pledge  in  a  profession  dedicated  to  helping 
others,  her  instructor  said,  “When  asked  what  this 
world  is  coming  to,  you  can  reply  that  it  is  coming  to 
you.” 

Following  her  state  board  exam  this  summer, 
Puente  will  be  certified  as  a  Licensed  Practical  Nurse. 
Continuing  to  work  for  the  Seminole  Tribe,  she  looks 
forward  to  accepting  the  responsibilities  her  new 
career  has  in  store. 


BCC  South  Adds  Chickee  to  Campus 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Seminole  heritage  is  going  to  college 
—  Broward  Community  College,  south 
campus.  Thanks  to  Dr.  Kyra  Belan,  the 
students  at  BCC  will  get  a  feel  for 
Seminole  culture. 

Belan,  who  has  been  in 
Florida  for  30  years  —  she  graduated 
from  Florida  State  University  and 
received  her  doctorate  from  Florida 
International  University  —  has  fought 
for  a  project  to  bring  two  chickees  to 
the  campus,  host  symposiums  with 
guest  Seminole  speakers,  and  present 
an  art  exhibit  to  showcase  the  work  of 
Tribal  citizens. 

The  chickees,  which  are  being 
built  now,  will  provide  a  constant 
reminder  to  the  students  that  this  land 
belonged  to  others  before  it  was  used 
by  them.  The  chickees  are  being  built 
by  Tribal  citizen  Joe  Dan  Osceola,  a 
war  veteran  who  takes  pride  in  the 
excellence  of  his  work.  He  has  been  in 
business  for  over  25  years  and  receives  most  of  his 
business  through  word  of  mouth.  Osceola  explained 
that  the  “sun  doesn’t  penetrate  through  the  leaves,”  so 
students  will  be  able  to  cool  off  between  classes.  The 
chickees  are  leakproof  and  will  last  at  least  four  years. 

Belan  is  not  only  having  chickees  built  on 
campus,  she  is  also  having  native  plants  planted 
around  them  to  make  the  space  more  authentic. 
According  to  Belan,  90  percent  of  the  students  she 
asked  did  not  know  what  a  chickee  was.  Her  hope  is 
that  she  can  introduce  them  to  Seminole  culture  with 
the  help  of  Tribal  citizens.  Belan  wants  the  students  to 
use  the  chickees  to  study,  relax  and  even  meditate. 

The  Seminole  arts  and  culture  symposiums 
will  include  Tribal  citizens  who  are  willing  to  speak 
about  their  talents.  Belan  is  looking  for  Seminoles 
who  sew,  do  beadwork,  carve,  and  write  poetry;  also 
historians,  as  well  as  Seminoles  willing  to  share  their 
culture  through  storytelling.  Belan  says  she  believes  it 
is  important  to  make  the  students  more  aware  of  their 


neighbors  and  dispel  some  of  the  mystery  that  sur¬ 
rounds  the  Seminoles. 

The  symposiums,  slated  to  start  Sept.  18,  are 
intended  to  be  an  annual  staple,  not  a  passing  fancy. 
Seminoles  interested  in  participating  may  contact 
Belan  at  954-201-8895  or  via  e-mail  at 
kbelan@broward.edu.  Tribal  citizens  will  be  compen¬ 
sated  for  their  participation  in  the  symposiums. 

The  Seminole  arts  exhibition  will  be  show¬ 
cased  in  the  art  gallery  on  campus.  Belan  stresses  that 
she  is  looking  to  represent  all  Seminoles,  especially 
underrepresented  female  artists.  As  with  the  sympo¬ 
siums,  the  Tribal  participants  will  be  compensated. 
The  first  exhibition,  “Artist  Seminolee,”  will  preview 
Jan.  10,  2008. 

Oswald  Thomas,  a  third  semester  freshman, 
says  the  “school  has  mixed  races  and  mixed  cultures 
(and  he  feels  that)  it  is  a  good  idea  to  bring  the 
Seminole  culture  to  campus.” 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  i  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Fho  hiring  or  SI  ft  aironwy  15  an  iropdrbiml  dfldsiOft  ihai  SHpylcf  ntA  SOWy 

upon  MJvWtiwmsnl,  Biclwrti  Cottfilto  worked  as  a  Public  DsrartdBr  in  Bmwairi 
County  From  ISOO'TUOS  and  has  been  in  private  practice  lor  nine  years, 
in  1995  ha  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Attorney  of  tha  year.  He  graduatao  from 
Capita]  University  In  1909  and  was  admitled  to  the  Florida  Bar  m  t99G. 

Federal  Bai  In  1992,  and  the  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  1994. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Graduates  of  Hollywood  Christian  bid  their  final  farewell  to  elementary  school. 


Seminole  Grads  Shine  On 
Hollywood  Christian  School  Stage 

5K  and  Sixth  Graders  Move  On  to  Next  Grade  Level 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  the  evening  of  May 
24  a  processional  of  sixth  graders  and  several  young¬ 
sters  in  grade  5K  took  place  at  the  Hollywood 
Christian  School.  Many  Tribal  citizens  showed  their 
commitment  to  academics  as  they  walked  across  the 
stage  to  receive  their  diplomas. 

According  to  the  Hollywood  Christian  School 
website,  www.hollywoodchristianschool.org,  teaching 
the  child  in  a  Christian  atmosphere  to  grow  with  God 
during  the  early  years  encourages  the  development  of 
mature  and  effective  Christian  adults.  With  that  said, 
the  rain  couldn’t  stop  families,  friends,  uncles,  aunts, 
grandmas  and  grandpas  from  patiently  waiting  for 
their  little  students  to  glow  in  their  special  moment. 

Seminole  5K  graduates  from  Miss 
DeLaCruz’s  class  included  Chayse  Billie,  Jason 
Cypress,  Toby  John  Jr.,  Javon  Jenkins  and  Matthew 
Osceola.  Grads  in  Diana  Bomback’s  5K  class  included 


Aniya  Gore,  Colby  Cypress,  Grant  Osceola,  Sheldon 
Osceola  and  Amber  Velez. 

Darion  Cypress,  Maleah  Isaac,  Brandtley 
Osceola  and  Hunter  Osceola  all  graduated  from  the 
sixth  grade. 

The  evening  was  blessed  with  a  beautiful 
array  of  musical  selections  including,  “ There  is  Hope” 
“Here  I  am  to  Worship ,”  “Merciful  God ”  and  “Jesus  is 
All  the  World  to  Me.”  The  salutatorians’  and  valedicto¬ 
rians’  addresses  by  the  5K  and  sixth  graders  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  presentation  of  diplomas  and  presenta¬ 
tion  of  graduates. 

Each  Tribal  citizen  walked  up  on  stage,  gave 
his  or  her  teacher  a  high  five,  a  handshake  or  a  dra¬ 
matic  hug,  took  a  diploma  and  walked  back  to  his  or 
her  seat  as  cameras  flashed.  Following  the  recessional, 
families  and  friends  gathered  by  the  stage,  eager  to  get 
photos  with  their  graduates. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Brandtley  Osceola  stands  proudly  with  grandmoth¬ 
er  Betty,  father  Milo,  mother  Brande  and  sister 
Mila. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Sheldon  Osceola  takes  the  stage  as  a  5k  soon  to  be. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

(L-R)  Matthew  Osceola,  Sheldon  Osceola,  and  Javon  Jenkins  prepare  to  walk  the  stage. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Matthew  Osceola  with  his  family 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Toby  Johns  Jr.  accepts  his  diploma. 
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FrontRowUSA . com 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


WEIRD  AL  YANKOVIC. 

ISABEL  PANTOJA. 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
GREEN/SUGARLAND. 

TOOL,  12  ANGRY  MEN 
W/RICHARD  THOMAS  AND 
GEORGE  WENDT.  ROGER 
WATERS.  RICKY  MARTIN, 
STEVE  MILLER  BAND. 
USA  LAMPANELLI, 
ALEJANDRO  SANZ 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL.NBA,  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINGLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XLI  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


TGQ  DIEGO.  GO'  UVEI 
DISNEY'S  HIGH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THE  ICE  TOUR 
SESAME  STREET  LIVE1 
ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 


Concerts  |  Theatre  |  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW,  FRONTROWUSA. COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

{954)  455-1929  OR  (800}  446  8499 


WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years! 
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Seminole  Receives  Top  Honors 
in  Cheerleading  Competition 

Submitted  by  David  Billy 

ORLANDO  — Seminole  Tribal  citizen  Kaitlin  Billy 
competed  April  6  and  7  at  the  Cheerleaders  of  America  (COA) 

Championships  at  the  Gaylord  Palms  Resort  in  Orlando.  There 
were  more  than  800  cheerleaders  from  all  over  the  world  repre¬ 
senting  countries  including  Canada,  Colombia,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  of  course  the  United  States. 

Kaitlin  competed  as  a  member  of  Top  Gun 
Juniors/Level  4.  On  the  first  day  of  competition,  Kaitlin’s  team 
finished  first  with  a  strong  performance.  On  the  second  day, 
once  again  they  were  unbeatable.  The  Top  Gun  Juniors  finished 
first  and  were  crowned  the  champions.  The  girls  received 
leather  jackets  and  a  large  trophy  for  the  gym. 

The  Top  Gun  traveling  competition  teams  are  based 
out  of  Miami,  and  have  a  satellite  set  of  elite  teams  in  Naples. 

For  those  not  familiar  with  competition  cheerleading,  it  is  the 
same  as  you  see  on  the  Sunshine  network,  with  multiple  tum¬ 
bling  passes  and  serious  dedication. 

Top  Gun  took  a  total  of  19  teams  from  both  Naples  and 
Miami.  Seventeen  of  them  finished  No.  1  and  Top  Gun  was  rec¬ 
ognized  as  the  overall  tournament  grand  champions. 

Also  competing  for  Top  Gun  Miami  were  Miccosukee 
Tribal  citizens  Mariah  Cypress  and  Ariella  Tigertail. 

Kaitlin  Billy 


Jacoby  Johns 


Rodeo  Participants  Head  to 
High  School  Finals 


Virginia  Billie  and  Raymond  Garza  pose  in  front  of  the  big  bad  bear. 


Second  Leg  of  Triple  Crown 
Bass  Fishing  Tournament 


27th  Annual  Fishing  Tournament  is  Tribes  Oldest 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  Shelby  Osceola  of 
Hollywood  and  Jacoby  Johns  and  Hilliard  Gopher, 
both  of  Brighton,  each  earned  a  spot  in  the  2007 
Florida  High  School  Rodeo  State  Finals. 

Shelby  is  the  daughter  of  Bill  and 
Tabitha  Osceola.  She  headed  to  the  state 
finals  holding  fifth  place  in  the  girls  break¬ 
away  roping  and  13th  place  in  the  goat 
tying  event.  Shelby  will  also  be  heading  to 
Alabama  this  fall  to  attend  Troy  State 
University  and  to  join  the  college  rodeo 
team. 

Hilliard  is  the  son  of  Beulah 
Gopher.  He  entered  the  state  competition  as 
the  sixth-place  heeler  in  the  team  roping  event. 


Jacoby  is  the  son  of  Jeff  and 
Wendy  Johns.  He  headed  to  the  finals  with 
second  place  in  the  bareback  riding  event. 
Jacoby  also  won  the  title  of  Okeechobee 
High  School  Rodeo  Team  Rookie  of  the 
Year. 

Each  of  these  young  athletes 
have  been  very  active  in  the  Eastern 
Rodeo  Association,  giving  the 
a  run  for  their  money  at  each 
In  order  to  qualify  for  the  state 
finals,  contestants  have  to  be  in  the  top 
15  in  an  event  with  a  grade  point  aver¬ 
age  of  2.0  or  higher. 

The  state  finals  were  scheduled 
for  June  7-10  in  Kissimmee,  Fla. 


Seminoles  Compete  in  24th  Annual 
Western  Classic  Trail  Shoot 


Senior  Don  Osceola  takes  a  shot  wearing  his  hat  and 
dark  glasses. 


John  Jumper 


Coleen  Henry 

Sunny  Frank  takes  a  break  next  to  the  Archery  God. 


much  she  practiced  hard;  this  helped  her  beat  out 
four  other  challengers  and  come  in  sixth  in  her 
division.  Virginia  was  left-eye  dominant  but 
shooting  with  her  right  hand,  which  makes  it 
extremely  difficult  to  be  100  percent  accurate. 
Coach  Young  said  they  gave  her  a  new  compound 
bow  so  she  could  learn  to  shoot  with  her  left 
hand. 

Young  is  also  trying  to  get  the  archers 
used  to  shooting  in  groups  so  they  will  be  familiar 
with  other  competitors,  especially  in  Native 
American  tournaments  like  the  big  indigenous 
games  in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada  in 
2008. 

Thanks  to  archery  coach  and  Hollywood 
Rec’s  coordinator  Steve  Young  for  his  valuable 
contributions  to  this  story.  To  learn  more  about 
this  tournament  please  visit  the  website 
www.  straightarrowbowhunters .  com. 


Amos  Tiger 
his  bare 


DoBosz 

the  little  bass  fish  he  caught  with 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper,  Steve  Young, 
Bronson  Hill  and  Joe  Collins 


Participants  from  the  tournament  gather  for  a  picture  after  their  cruise 
down  the  canal. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On 
May  12  from  10:30  a.m.  until  4:30 
p.m.,  a  dozen  bass  fishing  teams 
competed  in  the  second  leg  of  the 
Triple  Crown  Bass  Tournament. 

They  fished  the  waters  of  the  L-28 
Canal.  The  hours  were  changed  to 
give  everyone  a  fighting  chance 
and  ultimately  pull  in  a  heavier 
catch  than  the  first  leg  of  the  Triple 
Crown  series. 

Half  of  the  $100  entry  fee 
went  to  the  winner  of  the  “Josiah 
Johns  Memorial  Big  Bass  Award” 
for  the  heaviest  bass.  The  other 
half  goes  toward  the  other  prizes 
determined  by  the  total  weight  of 
the  five  heaviest  bass.  Total  weight 
from  all  three  tournaments  is  tal¬ 
lied  to  determine  the  grand  cham¬ 
pion  at  the  completion  of  the 
Triple  Crown  event.  Critters  were 
allowed  to  be  caught  in  separate 
smaller  contests  fishing  for  the 
biggest  gar,  mud,  and  other  fish 
like  tilapia,  oscars,  carp  and  shad. 

Tyrone  Cypress,  a  Tribal  citizen  from  Big 
Cypress,  was  the  winner  with  the  biggest  bass,  6.88 
pounds. 


Bass  award,  with 


Cypress  said,  “I  feel  real  good.  It  was  a  little 
slow  at  first,  but  it  caught  on  later.  The  bigger  bites 
came  later;  I  used  jigs,  with  14-  to  20-pound  test  line. 
I  used  to  watch  the  pros  on  TV  for  inspiration,  like 
Roland  Martin  on  that  outdoor  channel.  All  the  differ¬ 
ent  techniques  they  show  on  TV  help  me  learn  the 
skills  to  become  a  better  fisherman.” 

Results 
1st  Place 

Tyrone  Cypress,  20.40  pounds 
2nd  Place 

Bronson  Hill  and  Bello,  15.52  pounds 
3rd  Place 

Josh  Jumper  and  Hilliard  Gopher,  15.32  pounds 
4th  Place 

Kassim,  11.83  pounds 
5th  Place 

Naha  Jumper  and  Justin  Gopher,  7.68  pounds 

Biggest  Bass  (6.88  pounds)  and  winner  of  the 
Josiah  Johns  Memorial  Big  Bass  Award 
Tyrone  CypreSs 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

REDDING  Calif.  —  Eight  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  competed  in  the  2007  Annual  Western 
Classic  Trail  Shoot  archery  tournament  May  4-6. 
Coordinator  and  archery  coach  Steve  Young  from 
the  Hollywood  Recreation  Department  assisted  in 
sponsoring  this  challenging  event.  Tribal  shooters 
came  from  the  Hollywood,  Tampa  and  Immokalee 
communities. 

The  archers  included  two  seniors,  a  tradi¬ 
tional  shooter,  five  compound  bow  shooters.  The 
individual  shooters  were  classified  into  different 
age  groups  and 
bow  styles. 

Targets  were  an 
assortment  of 
replica  animals 
formed  in  3-D 
foam.  Shooters 
were  challenged 
with  measured 
yardage  from 
point  to  set-up 
targets  and  were 
competing  for  the 
most  accumulated 
points  for  each 
type  of  event  that 
required  different 
skills  and  cali¬ 
brated  equipment. 

Some 
notables  worth 
mentioning:  Out 
of  27  shooters, 

Richard  Henry 
placed  eighth  in 
the  freestyle  category.  Don  Osceola,  an  avid 
archer,  came  in  second  in  traditional,  and  Joel 
Frank  Sr.,  also  a  fervent  archer,  placed  second  in 
the  compound  shooters  senior’s  category. 

Six  weeks  ago,  Virginia  Billie  picked  up 
a  bow  for  the  very  first  time  and  she  liked  it  so 


Joel  Frank,  Second  Place, 

Freestyle  limited  senior 

Don  Osceola,  Second  Place, 
Traditional  senior 

Virginia  Billie,  Sixth  Place, 
Bow  hunter  limited 

Richard  Henry,  Eighth  Place, 
Freestyle  limited 

Eli  Marrero,  11th  Place, 
Freestyle  limited 

Raymond  Garza,  12th  Place, 
Freestyle  limited 

Sunny  Frank,  16th  Place, 
Freestyle  limited 

John  Jumper  18th  Place, 
Bow  hunter  limited 
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ball  player 
and  plays  sec¬ 
ond 

base/pitcher  as 
a  starter. 

Mary 
Edith  is  an 
outgoing, 
intelligent  and 
athletic  young 
lady  who 
excels  in 
whatever  she 
does.  She  has 
always  been 
an  excellent 
student  who 
has  set  high 
standards  for 
her  peers.  She 
was  chosen  as 
Athlete  of  the 
Month  spon- 


Okeechobee  Brahmans  Girls  Softball  team  group  shot 


Brahmans  Excel  in  State  Tournament 


By  Emma  Brown 

OKEECHOBEE  —  The  Lady  Brahmans  of 
Okeechobee  High  School  reached  the  State  Fast-Pitch 
Softball  Tournament  for  the  first  time  this  season. 

With  their  2-1  regional  finals  win,  the  Lady  Brahmans 
softball  team  (24-3)  traveled  to  Plant  City,  Fla.,  May 
7-12,  to  participate  in  the  state  softball  championships. 

The  entire  city  of  Okeechobee  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  were  extremely  supportive  of  the  team 
and  backed  them  the  entire  way  through  their  district 
championship  sweep,  their  Regional  Championship 
and  to  the  state  play¬ 
offs  where  they  fin- 
iished  with  a  26-4 
record  for  the  season. 
The  Seminole  Tribe 
i  of  Florida  was  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  May  9 
edition  of  the  Palm 
Beach  Post  and  was 
|  commended  on  their 
|  support  to  the  team  by 
jproviding  them  with 
hotel  rooms  while 
traveling  and  provid¬ 
ing  them  with  a 
j school  bus  to  use. 

Brighton’s 

Mary  Edith  Huff,  is  a 
member  of  the  Lady 
Brahman  Softball 
Team.  Mary  Edith  is 
the  1 1th  grade  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Wayne  and 
Vickey  Huff.  Mary 
Edith  is  a  three-year 
letterman  varsity  soft- 


2002-  Florida  State 
University  Camp 

2002-  Chobee  frresticks 

14U 

2003-  Chobee  Heat  14U 
2004-2005-  Chobee 

Firesticksl8U 
2003-2005-  University  of 
South  Florida  Camp 
2005&2006-  Okeechobee 
Varsity  Softball 

2006-  Florida  Eliminators 
18U  Travel  Softball  Team 
2006-  Nayo  Champions 

18U;  Most  Valuable  Player 
2006-  Fall  Ball  Chobee 
Firesticks  18U 

2007-  Florida  Eliminators 
18U  winter  Travel  Team 


Emma  Broi 

Mary  Edith  Huff,  Athlete  of  the 
Month. 


sored  by  Publix  and  the  Okeechobee  News  in  May 
2007.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  2007  Florida 
Eliminators  traveling  softball  team  and  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  her  summer  participating  in  a  sport  that  she 
loves  so  much. 

Not  only  is  Mary  Edith  an  outstanding  stu¬ 
dent  and  awesome  softball  player  — she  is  often  seen 
cruising  around  on  her  ATV  with  her  nephews  because 
she  is  an  active  aunt. 

She  will  be  a  senior  next  year  at  Okeechobee 
High  School  and  has  already  begun  preparing  for  col¬ 
lege  and  making  positive  choices  for  her  future.  Mary 
Edith  is  in  the  top  25  percent  of  her  class  and  main¬ 
tains  a  3.0  GPA. 


The  Boys  arid  Girls  Club  Presents; 

liiPtwejiijlojistoiis 

Featuring:  MethSM^RT 

Where;  The  Hollyvfoad  toys  &  Girb  Club 
When-  Tuesdays 
Time:  4:15  to  5=30 
Who:  Students  6  to  9  years  old* 

Skills  Taught. 

■  Strategies  of  saying 
*  Decision  Making  and  Probfem  Solving  Skills 
*■  Handling  Pear  Pressure 

*  Identifying  ond  Avoiding  the  dangers  of  Smoking, 
alcohol  and  Methamphetainines. 

fl*q**  ronirtcf  fh*  8cy*  4  &rt|  te  enroll  at 

{9541  4t0-0957  (pbm)  #r  £954)  791-8565  (fox) 


83  Ml 


NR  Ml 
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Eliminator  at  the  Hard  Rock 


Submitted  byRedline  Media  Group 


Glen  Johnson  (L)  lands  a  powerful  left  cross  to  Montell  Griffin  in  route  to  a  con¬ 
vincing  victory. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Glen  Johnson  braces  for  a  shot  to  the  abdomen  from 
Montell  Griffin. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLY¬ 
WOOD  —  May  16th 
was  a  night  to  further 
reputations  and  extend 
hopes  of  winning  a 
championship  for  two 
boxing  veterans  with  a 
resume  of  a  combined 
92  victories. 

The  Hard 

Rock  Live  Arena  hosted 
ESPN2’s  Wednesday 
Night  Fights  live  broad¬ 
cast  as  light  heavy¬ 
weight  contenders 
Montell  “Ice”  Griffin 
(48-6,  30  KOs)  and 
Glen  “The  Road 
Warrior”  Johnson  (44- 
1 1,  29  KOs)  went  at  it. 

This  was  an 
elimination  bout  with 
the  victor  next  in  line  to  face  current 
International  Boxing  Federation  (IBF)  cham¬ 
pion  Clinton  Woods.  Seven  other  action-filled 
matches  were  also  on  the  card. 

Both  fighters  brought  extensive  and 
impressive  reputations  to  the  table,  facing  the 
likes  of  Roy  Jones  Jr.,  Antonio  Tarver, 

Bernard  Hopkins,  James  Toney  and  Julio 
Gonzalez  in  their  careers,  to  name  a  few. 

If  Johnson  could  get  past  Griffin,  the 
challenge  to  face  Woods  again  would  be  a 
familiar  one.  Both  have  faced  off  three  times 
prior,  with  each  bout  —  a  draw,  a  win  and  a 
loss  —  ending  differently  for  Johnson.  His 
last  action  was  for  the  IBF  title  in  September 
2006,  with  a  split  decision  going  to  Woods  in 
12  rounds. 

The  road  was  more  difficult  for 
Griffin  as  he  was  0-2  in  IBF  eliminator  bouts 
dating  back  to  2004.  He  came  in  with  momen¬ 
tum,  however,  from  a  12-round  unanimous 
decision  win  versus  Norman  Jones  in  March  2006. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Alfredo  Escalera  (L)  swapping  punches  with  Derrick 
Brown  (R). 


Felix  DoBosz 

Tribal  citizen  Zach  Battiest  (R)  and  Miami  Dolphins 
Pro  Bowl  linebacker  Zack  Thomas. 


Before  the  action  began,  there  was  a  special 
memorial  tribute  to  fallen  former  super  featherweight 
champion  Diego  Corrales. 

In  a  dominating  performance,  Johnson  took 
charge  from  the  beginning,  pounding  Griffin  with  jabs 
leading  to  a  TKO  win.  Johnson  was  able  to  dictate  the 
tempo  in  what  many  fans  and  experts  thought  would 
be  a  fight  ultimately  decided  by  the  judges. 

While  Griffin  seemed  content  to  measure  his 
shots  and  opportunities,  Johnson  stayed  in  his  face  as 
the  clear  aggressor.  In  the  11th  round,  a  wobbling, 
bleeding  Griffin  held  on,  but  at  the  2:38  mark  his  cor¬ 
ner  had  seen  enough,  stopping  the  fight. 

Seminole  Warriors  Boxing  Executive 
Director  Leon  Margules  said  he  respects  Griffin  but 


was  not  surprised  by  Johnson’s  performance. 

“Griffin  I  knew  was  durable,  slick  and 
mobile,”  he  said.  “Glen  knew  what  he  had  to  get 
done  and  he  did  it.  He’s  always  in  great  shape  and 
he’s  a  great  fighter. 

“He’s  great.  He’s  a  true  warrior,”  Margules 
continued. 

The  next  action  for  Johnson  is  a  potential 
match-up  versus  former  light  heavyweight  champion 
Roy  Jones  Jr.  this  fall. 

The  evening’s  other  action  included  Joe 
Greene  staying  undefeated  over  Jose  Spearman  in 
eight  rounds  by  unanimous  decision,  and  Joel  Julio 
over  Mauro  Luero  in  round  one  by  KO  among  mid- 
dleweights. 

In  light  welterweight  action,  Khabib 
Alakhverdiev  remained  unbeaten  over  Damian  Tinker 
in  a  unanimous  decision  in  four  rounds  and  Damian 
Frias  took  care  of  Travis  Hartman  by  TKO  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  round. 

Junior  welterweight  action  saw  Kenny 
Galarza  winning  in  his  debut  over  Jesse  Francisco  in 
the  second  round  by  TKO. 

In  cruiserweight  action,  Alfredo  Escalera 
and  Derrick  Brown  ended  in  a  draw  after  six  rounds 
and  debuting  super  middleweights  Jean  Palacio  and 
Eric  Clinton  squared  off  in  a  no  contest  decision. 

Celebrities  appearing  included  former  light 
welterweight  champion  Arturo  Gatti,  former  light 
middleweight  champion  Vernon  Forrest,  former  light 
heavyweight  champion  Reggie  Johnson,  former 
women’s  welterweight  contender  Christy  Martin  and 
Miami  Dolphins  Pro  Bowl  linebacker  Zack  Thomas. 

The  Tribal  Council  also  showed  its  support, 
with  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress,  Fort  Pierce 
Liaison  S.R.  Tommie,  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola,  and  Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger- 
Bowers  attending. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Travis  Hartman  tries  to  recover  from  a  low  blow. 
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8th  Annual  Seminole  Sports  Festival 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Amanda  Smith  hits  a  fast  ground  bail  to  third. 


Long  day  for  the  Brighton  Coed  softball  team,  a  victory  over  Ant  and  Kate’s  team. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Winners  of  Homerun  Derby,  D.J.  Fields  and  Heather 
Hokeah 


Chris  Jenkins 

Travis  Williams  from  Peoria, 
Ariz. 


Rufus  Tiger 


Chris  Jenkins 


Steve  Osceola 


Charlie  Cypress 


rence 


Carla  Cypress  tosses  the  ball  to  first  base  for  an  out. 


I  t-  r 

Homerun  Derby  contestants  wait  patiently  for  their  turn. 


■  *4*  #+*++*+++#+4  *  4#  44  4444*44  44*44  44  4 

Coed.  Softball 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  It  was  a  long  weekend  of  red  dirt,  skinned  knees 
and  legs  from  sliding,  and  going  from  field  to  field,  game  after  game,  on  May 
25  and  26.  But  it  was  well  worth  it  for  the  Brighton  championship  coed  soft- 
ball  team.  Nine  teams  participated  in  the  tournament,  representing  Hollywood, 

Brighton,  Dade  County  and  Mississippi  and  playing  at  two  different  ball 
parks,  the  Seminole  Sports  Complex  and  the  Bamford  Sports  Complex  in 
Davie,  Fla. 

The  Hollywood  Seminoles  defeated  the  Mob  Squad  for  a  chance  to 
move  onto  the  semifinal  round  to  face  Brighton.  After  playing  back-to-back 
games,  the  Hollywood  Seminoles  fell  short  against  Brighton  and  took  third 
place  in  this  year’s  tournament. 

Brighton  fought  to  come  back  through  the  loser’s  bracket  to  play  a 
double  elimination  series  to  face  Ant  and  Kate’s  team  in  the  championship  A 
game.  Brighton  won  the  first  game  against  Ant  and  Kate’s  team  with  their  first  _ 

loss  of  the  tournament.  Therefore,  they  would  have  _ 

to  play  another  game  following  the  fast-pitch  games  COCCI  RCSllltS 

interlaced  with  the  coed  games. 

After  the  first  men’s  fast-pitch  i  st  place_  Brighton 

game,  the  second  championship  game  2nd  place-  Ant  and  Kate’s  Team 

\  was  ready  to  go.  By  the  end  of  the  3rd  place- Hollywood  Seminoles 

'  *  night  of  May  26,  Ant  and  Kate’s  team 

was  plagued  with  injuries  and  Brighton  _ 

- -  f  took  full  advantage  of  the  situation. 

r  — With  the  score  of  7-0  leading  into  the  fourth  inning,  Ant  and 
»  —  -  J  came  alive  and  pulled  in  six  home  runs  with  the  non-injured  women  c 


n  come  in  2nd  place  for  this  year’s  festival. 


With  the  score  of  7-0  leading  into  the  fourth  inning,  Ant  and  Kate’s  team 
came  alive  and  pulled  in  six  home  runs  with  the  non-injured  women  carrying  all 
the  weight  on  their  shoulders.  Brighton  pulled  a  bigger  lead  in  the  fifth  inning  and 
put  an  end  to  Ant  and  Kate’s  team’s  hopes  of  winning  the  championship.  Finally, 
in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning,  the  Brighton  team  was  named  tournament  cham¬ 
pions. 


(L-R)  Gary  Henson,  John  Easter  pose  with  tribal  citizen  La 
Osceola  and  K.B.  Campbell  for  a  group  shot. 


Golf  Results 


2-Man  BYOP:  1.  Marcy  Osceola 
&  Steve  Tooshkenig,  2.  John  Madrigal  & 
Jason  Tommie,  3.  Dwayne  Whaler  & 
Kendall  Whaler,  4.  Gary  Henson  &  John 
Easter,  5.  P.J.  Bluebird  &  Karey  Whaler; 
Closets  to  the  Pin:  #3  Joe  Osceola  Jr.,  #8 
Randy  Beaver,  #11  George  Grasshopper, 
#17  Ronnie  Doctor  Sr.;  Longest  Drive, 

#6:  Men:  De wayne  Whaler,  Women: 

Gina  Allardyce,  3.  Senior  Men:  Lawrence 
Osceola,  4.  Senior  Women:  Mabel 
Doctor. 


Day  2 

2-Man  BYOP:  1.  Jason 
Tommie  &  Steve  Tooshkenig,  2. 
Ronnie  Doctor  &  Jeremy  Harrison,  3. 
Charlie  Cypress  &  Marcel  Osceola,  4. 
Bruce  Pratt  &  P.J.  Bluebird,  5.  Joe 
Osceola  &  Mark  Sebastian;  Closets  to 
the  Pin:  #3:  Senior  Men:  Matt  Tiger, 
Men:  Rocky  Locust;  #8:  Senior  Men: 
Ricky  Doctor,  Men:  Charlie  Cypress; 
#11:  K.B.  Campbell,  Men:  Mitch 
Osceola,  Senior  Women:  Cornelia 
Osceola,  Women:  Senior  Men:  Jackie 
Thompson;  Longest  Drive:  #14:  Senior 
Men:  Matt  Tiger;  Men;  Jeremy 
Harrison;  Women:  Leoda  Poore. 


n  Wilcox,  Seminole  Baseball  Commissioner 


Stephen  Bowers 


Chris  Jenkins 

Tribal  citizens  Bobby  Frank  and  Elrod  Bowers  watch  the  (L-R)  Miguel  Mata,  Raymond  Garza  Jr.,  Gina  Allardyce  and  Bo  Young 


Golfers  get  ready  to  tee  off. 


Leoda  and  Sid  Poole  plan  their  next  putt. 
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3.  La  Wanna  Niles,  Nancy  Motlow,  Bobbie  Billie, 
&  Mary  Bowers. 


Philmon  Bowers 


Gordon  Ollie  Wareham 


Highlights  from 
Seminole  Sports  Festival 


George  Grasshopper  shows  his  winning  style. 


ly  since  her  dad,  Frank  Billie,  also  played  a  little 
pool. 

Virginia  said  she  started  playing  about 
15  years  ago  with  her  “Jacoby”  cue  stick,  until  it 
was  stolen.  She  favors  a  20  ounce  cue  stick  but 
uses  a  special  breaking  cue  stick  on  her  break 
shot. 

“It  has  to  be  a  20,  not  a  19  or  a  21, 
ounce  cue  stick  for  comfort,  but  these  pockets  on 
these  tables  are  too  tight,”  she  said. 

Virginia  was  eliminated  in  the  first 
round.  She  said  she  was  practicing  hard  for  two 
weeks  but  wasn’t  really  used  to  the  tight  pockets. 
But  she  is  looking  forward  to  the  Women’s 
Professional  Billiards  Association  Tour,  which 
she  qualified  for.  The  tour  will  make  a  three-day 
stop  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
near  the  end  of  June. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  ballrooms  of 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &Casino  were 
packed  with  Native  American  Tribal  citizens 
representing  Tribes  from  as  far  away  as 
Oklahoma  for  the  Seminole  Sports  Festival  Pool 
Tournament,  held  May  25-27. 

Twenty- four  Diamond  brand  pool 
tables  were  for  competition  play  in  games  rang¬ 
ing  from  Men’s/Women’s  8-ball  to  9-ball  and  8- 
ball  Scotch  Doubles.  There  were  senior  and  reg¬ 
ular  divisions  for  all  games  played  during  the 
Sports  Festival. 

One  of  the  favored  players  was, 
Virginia  Billie,  Tribal  citizen  of  the  Bird  Clan 
from  the  Immokalee  community.  She  was  a  hot 
item  coming  off  her  big  championship  win  in 
Women’s  9-ball  division  at  the  2007  Tribal  Fair. 
An  affinity  towards  billiards  may  run  in  the  fami¬ 


Singles:  1.  Ronnie  Doctor,  2.  Elbert  Snow, 

3.  Moses  Osceola,  4.  George  Grasshopper,  5.  Eugene 
Bowers;  Doubles:  1.  Elbert  Snow  &  Eugene  Bowers, 
2.  Moses  Osceola  &  Ronnie  Doctor,  3.  Elbert  Snow 
&  Gary  Sampson,  4.  Bear  Osceola  & 
Archie  Johns,  5.  Archie  Johns  &  Gary 
Sampson;  Team:  1 .  Gary  Sampson, 
Elbert  Snow,  Eugene  Bowers  & 
Archie  Johns,  2.  David  Jumper,  Bear 
Osceola,  Elbert  Snow  &  Archie  Johns. 


Women: 

Singles:  1.  Farrah  Jones,  2. 
Wendi  Snow,  3.  Alfreda  Muskett,  4. 
Toni  Johnson,  5.  Trisha  Osceola; 
Doubles:  1 .  Denise  Billie  &  Terri 
Frank,  2.  Farrah  Jones  &  Patricia 
Wilcox,  3.  Marilyn  Doney,  Archie 
Johns  &  Alfreda  Muskett,  4.  Denise 
Billie  &  Sonya  Johns,  5.  Alfreda 
Muskett  &  Terri  Frank;  Team:  1. 
Mahala  Madrigal,  Marilyn  Doney, 
Amanda  Smith  &  Farrah  Jones,  2. 
Denise  Billie,  Alfreda  Muskett,  Jackie 
Thompson  &  Terri  Frank,  3.  Wendi 


Mixed  Teams: 

1.  Leon  Wilcox  Sr.,  Patricia  Wilcox, 
Margaret  Wilcox  &  Danny  Tommie,  2.  Stacey 
Jones,  Alfreda  Muskett,  Amos  Billie  &  Ollie 
Wareham,  3.  Stacey  Jones,  Alfreda  Muskett,  Issiah 
Billie  &  Amos  Billie;  Senior  Mixed  Teams:  1 . 
Sarah  Sampson,  Dora  Tiger,  Gary  Sampson  & 
Elbert  Snow,  2.  Mary  Tigertail,  Dora  Tiger,  Archie 
Johns  &  David  Jumper;  3.  Bobbie  Billie,  Mary 
Tigertail,  Elbert  Snow  &  David  Jumper. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Ft.  Pierce  Tribal  Citizen,  Dean  Stokes 


David  Cypress  and  Mitchell  Cypress 


Spectators  hang  out  and  watch  the  bowling. 


Mixed  Doubles: 

1 .  Merle  Billie  &  Amanda  Smith,  2.  Denise 
Billie  &  Ollie  Wareham,  3.  Patricia  Wilcox  &  Danny 
Tommie,  4.  Margaret  Wilcox  &  Leon  Wilcox  Jr., 

5.  Terri  Frank  &  Bobby  Frank;  Senior  Mixed 
Doubles:  1.  Elbert  Snow  &  Mary  Tigertail,  2. 

Elbert  Snow  &  Dora  Tiger,  3.  Dora  Tiger  &  David 
Jumper,  4.  Eugene  Bowers  &  Mary  Bowers,  5. 

Gary  Sampson  &  Sarah  Sampson. 


Tutoring  on  cdl  Reservations! 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 

We  now  offer  five  hours  a  week  of  private  tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help  in  any  academic  subject  and  10  hours  a 
week  of  tutoring  during  the  summer. 

We  can  also  provide  assistance 
for  all  students  preparing  for  the 
SAT  and  ACT 

Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 

CRIMINAL  LAW 


‘'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Aavss  Florida  For  Over  20  Years  ” 

Law  Office  of  Scott  H.  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  20 1 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561)  689*3625 
Fax:  (561)  6K6-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@bcllsouth.net 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
MiCCOSUKEE 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


6000CMI 

p’fTkYf  nrF 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


22 


June  8,  2007 


Sports  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Osceola  Memorial  Pool  Tourney 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Seminole  Recreation 
Center  Gym  was  a  place  to  reunite,  remember  and 
reminisce  on  May  18-19.  Loved  ones  and  friends  gath¬ 
ered  for  the  11th  Annual  Candy  Osceola  Memorial 
Pool  Tournament  to  compete  and  celebrate  the  life  of 
Osceola,  who  died  at  the  age  of  26  in  an  automobile 
accident. 

There  were  youth,  adult,  senior  and  scotch- 
doubles  divisions  in  the  event  featuring  8-  and  9-Ball 


Chris  Jenkins 


In  her  memory 


Chris  Jenkins 

Randy  Osceola  warms  up  before  play  begins. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Louise  Billie  (1)  and  David  Cypress  relax  in  between 
competition. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Betty  Osceola 


action,  as  well  as  cash  prizes  for  the  winners. 
Hollywood  and  Big  Cypress  Tribal  Council 
Representatives  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  and  David 
Cypress,  respectively,  were  major  sponsors. 

Organizers  Juanita  Osceola  and  Carlene  Di 
Carlo  gave  special  thanks  to  tournament  managers 
Steve  Frost  and  Jose  Solano.  Osceola  is  the  mother 
of  Candy  and  says  she  was  happy  with  the  support. 

“It  was  good  pool  and  is  always  a  good 
turnout,”  she  said. 

Di  Carlo,  Candy’s  sister,  was  also  impressed 
with  the  weekend. 

“We  enjoyed  it  and  we  got  to  see  and  meet 
people  we  haven’t  seen  in  a  long  time,”  she  said. 

The  winners  were: 

Youth,  Boys:  1.  Greg  Carter,  2.  Lee  Stewart, 
3.  Allen  Hernandez,  4.  Randy  Osceola,  5.  Nelson 
Osceola;  Girls:  1.  Rebecca  Osceola,  2.  Chelsea 
Mountain,  3.  Jessica  Osceola,  4.  Mila  Osceola,  5. 
Mailani  Perez. 

Seniors,  Men:  1.  George  Grasshopper,  2. 
David  Cypress,  3.  Ronnie  Doctor,  4.  Keeno  King,  5. 
Howard  Osceola;  Women:  1.  Laura  Clay,  2.  Juanita 
Osceola,  3.  Annie  Jumper,  4.  Louise  Osceola,  5.  Betty 
Osceola. 

8-Ball,  Men:  1.  Randy  Clay,  2.  George 
Grasshopper,  3.  Jack  Billie,  4.  Chris  Lawrence,  5. 
David  Cypress;  Women:  1.  Laura  Clay,  2.  Nina  Frias, 
3.  Louise  Osceola,  4.  Juanita  Osceola,  5.  Diana 
Onlyachief. 

9-Ball:  Men:  1.  David  Cypress,  2.  Jack  Billie,  3.  Leon 
Micco,  4.  Elrod  Bowers,  5.  Russell  Osceola;  Women: 

1.  Virginia  Billie,  2.  Louise  Osceola,  3.  Jane  Doctor,  4. 
Linda  Jones,  5.  Nina  Frias. 

Scotch  Doubles:  18  and  Older:  1.  Roy  Garza 
Jr.  and  Louise  Osceola,  2.  George  Grasshopper  and 
Jane  Doctor,  3.  Elrod  Bowers  and  Holly  Tiger- 
Bowers,  4.  Raymond  Garza  and  Virginia  Billie,  5. 

Jack  Billie  and  Arica  Buck;  Seniors:  1.  George 
Grasshopper  and  Jane  Doctor,  2.  David  Cypress  and 
Laura  Clay,  3.  Daniel  Gopher  and  Louise  Osceola,  4. 
Bobby  Clay  and  Betty  Osceola,  5.  Joe  Billie  and 
Annie  Jumper. 


Irvin  (black  hat)  poses  with  members  of  the  winning  team.  Precision  Packaging  was  victorious  in  the  Pros 
versus  Average  Joes  championship  flag  football  game. 


Charity  Weekend  Brings  Hall  of 
Famer  to  Hard  Rock 

Michael  Irvin  Attends  on  Behalf  of His  Organization 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Take  a  Hall  of  Famer, 
add  football,  fun,  a  good  cause  and  the  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino,  and  there  was  something  for 
everyone  over  the  weekend  of  May  18-19. 

The  major  attraction  was  former 
National  Football  League  and  Dallas 
Cowboy  great  Michael  Irvin,  who  hosted 
several  weekend  activities  to  benefit 
Playmaker  Charities  and  Foundation, 

Inc. 

The  two-year-old  non¬ 
profit  agency  helps  provide  assis¬ 
tance  and  support  to  underprivi¬ 
leged  children  in  and  around 
Broward  County. 

“What  we’re  doing 
[right  now]  is  what  it  is  all 
about  and  that  is  about  reaching 
out  and  touching  these  kids  and 
doing  things  around  them  and 
teaching  them  the  importance  of 
being  well-rounded,”  Irvin  said. 

The  May  18  red  carpet  event 
and  poker  tournament  started  off  the 
events,  which  featured  DJ  Irie  from 
radio  station  99  Jamz.  Close  to 
$15,000  in  cash  prizes  was  up  for 
grabs.  Events  taking  place  on  May  19 


included  a  youth  clinic,  a  flag  football  tournament,  a 
party  and  live  and  silent  auctions. 

Former  NFL  stars  joining  Irvin  with  their 
support  included  Bemie  Kosar,  Darrell  Green,  Deion 
Sanders,  Cornelius  Bennett,  Zack  Crockett  and 
Johnnie  Mitchell,  among  many  others. 

A  Who’s  Who  of  autographed  sports  mem¬ 
orabilia  was  also  up  for  grabs.  Some  of  the  popular 
auctioned  items  included  a  Dan  Marino  picture, 
a  Roy  Jones  Jr.  picture  and  glove;  a  Miami 
Heat  team  basketball;  Wayne  Gretzky 
gloves,  puck  and  picture;  a  Shaquille 
O’Neal/Dwyane  Wade  picture;  and  sever¬ 
al  Irvin  pieces. 

Executive  Director  Soulan 
Johnson  says  the  weekend  accom¬ 
plished  what  it  set  out  to. 

“I  think  ultimately  we  did  a 
good  job  in  getting  people  to  come  out 
good  cause,”  she  said. 

Irvin,  a  Fort  Lauderdale  native,  is 
best  known  for  his  1 1  seasons  with  the  Dallas 
Cowboys  as  their  star  wide  receiver.  Over 
his  career  he  amassed  750  receptions  for 
11,904  yards  and  65  touchdowns.  He  ranks 
10th  in  receptions  and  ninth  in  yards.  He 
was  elected  into  the  Professional  Football 
Hall  of  Fame  in  Canton,  Ohio  earlier  this 
year. 
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Seminole  Teams  Sweep  NASA  Title 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard  With  hard  hitting  by  the  Seminoles,  led  by  Oklahoma  native 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Memorial  Day  weekend  is  always  filled  Heather  Hokeah,  homerun  derby  winner  with  7,  along  with 
with  lots  of  things  to  do  and  see  here  in  Florida.  However,  on  this  particu-  Maggie  Puente  and  Juanita  “JoJo”  Osceola,  the  team  continued  to 
lar  holiday  weekend  the  8th  Annual  Seminole  Sports  Festival  was  in  town  place  the  ball  in  the  field  with  fierce  heat.  The  Lady  Sluggers  just 
for  some  sports  action,  giving  Tribal  citizens  and  other  Native  Americans  couldn’t  get  the  bats  going,  and  Seminole  All  Stars’  infield 
plenty  of  sports  to  participate  in.  defense  was  too  demanding. 

The  Native  American  Sports  Association,  or  NASA,  is  made  up  Dominant  pitching,  along  with  mighty  bats,  overpowered 

of  five  member  Tribes:  Seminole  (Florida),  Cherokee  (North  Carolina),  the  Choctaws  and  helped  the  Seminole  All  Star  Ladies  repeat  as 


In  field  gets  things  going  before  the  first  cham¬ 
pionship  game. 


Seneca  (New  York),  Poarch  Creek 
(Alabama)  and  Choctaw  (Mississippi). 

They  have  a  revolving  tournament  system 
that  covers  fast-pitch,  slow-pitch,  basket¬ 
ball  and  golf.  Fast-pitch  is  a  combination 
of  slow-pitch  softball  and  baseball. 

Slow-pitch  is  considered  more  of 
a  recreational  sport.  Baseball  is  a  fast-pitch 
game  that  usually  caters  to  the  young. 

Therefore,  fast-pitch  softball  can  be  a  fast- 
paced  competitive  version  of  slow-pitch, 
allowing  adults  to  keep  playing  the  sport 
they  love  without  having  to  play  baseball, 
which  is  much  harder  because  of  the  size 
of  the  ball  and  the  ages  that  play  it. 

This  year’s  tournament  brought 
many  Tribes  to  sunny  South  Florida.  The 
men’s  bracket  had  six  teams:  two  from 
Seneca,  two  from  Choctaw,  and  one  each 
from  the  Cherokee  and  Seminole  Tribes. 

This  allowed  them  to  play  regular  tourna¬ 
ment  bracket. 

The  women’s  side  of  the  brackets 
only  had  three  teams:  Seminoles,  Choctaw 
Lady  Sluggers  and  Choctaw  Travelers  — 
meaning  they  had  to  play  a  round  robin 
due  to  the  lack  of  teams.  The  tournament 
play  resumed  on  Saturday.  This  allowed  all 
the  teams  to  get  more  games  in,  which 
meant  more  practice  before  the  playoffs 
started.  The  team  with  the  best  record  will 
be  seeded  as  a  no.  1  seed;  next  best  would 
be  a  no.  2  seed,  and  so  forth. 

The  tourney  was  well  under  way 
with  teams  playing  hard  for  the  trophy.  The 
Hollywood  Recreation  Department  sched¬ 
uled  two  fields  for  use  during  the  tourna¬ 
ment:  the  Bamford  Sports  Complex  at  Pine 
Island  Park  in  Davie  and  the  Seminole 
Sports  Complex,  Field  No.  1,  on  the 
Hollywood  reservation. 

The  women’s  championship  game 
pitted  the  Seminole  All  Stars  against  the 
Lady  Sluggers  of  Mississippi.  In  the  first 
game,  these  two  teams  met  under  different 

circumstances  compared  to  what  happened  in  the  championship  game.  In 
game  one,  errors  caused  the  Seminoles  to  lose  the  first  game  in  pool  play 
to  the  good  hitting  of  the  Lady  Sluggers. 

But  the  Seminole  All  Stars  fought  back  to  come  through  the 
loser’s  bracket  and  beat  the  Travelers  in  five  innings  to  move  onto  the 
championship  and  face  the  Lady  Sluggers.  The  majority  of  the  ladies  on 
all  teams  played  both  slow-  and  fast-pitch,  so  after  a  long  day  of  softball, 
the  championship  game  was  here  and  it  was  game  time. 

To  give  the  Seminoles  All  Stars  a  burst  of  energy,  the  pitching 
duo  of  Kansas  native  Jose  Pahmahmie  and  Oklahoma  native  Tao  Tiger, 
made  the  infield’s  job  easier  by  pitching  fierce  fast  balls  and  change-ups. 


NASA  champs  and  claim  this  year’s  2007 
trophy.  The  final  score:  14-3,  over  the 
Mississippi  Choctaws. 

All-Star  honors  went  to  Oklahoma 
natives  Sara  Walker,  Heather  Hokeah  and 
Tao  Tiger,  and  Seminole  Tribal  citizen 
Maggie  Puente.  Puente  commented  on  her 
first  All-Star  honor  saying,  “This  is  awe¬ 
some.  This  is  my  first  All-Star  ever,”  as  she 
hugged  her  kids  one  by  one.  It  was  a  proud 
moment  for  Puente  who  practiced  hard  in 
preparation  for  this  tournament. 

All-Stars  from  the  Lady  Sluggers 
were  Christie  Roach  and  Charity  Waller. 

The  men’s  fast-pitch  championship 
game  was  in  a  situation  where  the  team 
coming  out  of  the  loser’s  bracket  had  to 
beat  the  winning  team  twice.  Because  the 
layout  of  the  tournament  was  a  double 
elimination  game,  the  Seminoles  had  to 
beat  Cherokee  Pirates  two  times  in  order  to 
capture  the  championship. 

The  first  championship  game 
victory  went  to  the  Seminoles.  The  sec¬ 
ond  game  lasted  well  into  the  night,  end¬ 
ing  at  11:30  p.m.  on  Saturday.  This  game 
was  plagued  with  injuries  from  the  start: 
there  was  an  ankle  sprain,  a  hamstring, 
the  catcher  jammed  his  wrist,  the  pitch¬ 
er’s  calf  was  hit  by  one  of  the  Cherokee 
Pirates  and  a  runner  was  hit  by  a  throw 
from  left  to  third  base  —  most  of  this 
happening  in  the  first  inning. 


Men’s  NASA  champions  proudly  stand  by  their  trophy. 


NASA  back-to-back  champions,  Seminoles 


Cherokee  Pirates’,  Milo  Osceola  (L)  catches  the 
ball  at  first  base  as  Seminoles,  Terry  Tartsah  Jr.  is 
safe. 


Some  players  played  both  slow-  and 
fast-pitch  all  day  giving  them  four  to  five 
games  played  already.  Fatigue  had  set  in  and 
many  of  the  spectators  went  home,  with  only 
the  two  teams  left  battling  it  out  for  the  trophy. 

In  the  second  inning,  the  score  was  3- 
2,  with  the  Seminoles  up  by  one  and  holding 
strong.  By  the  bottom  of  the  fourth  the 
Seminoles  rallied  and  gained  a  6-2  lead  over 
the  Cherokee  Pirates.  Tribal  citizen  Leon 
—  Wilcox  Jr.  played  stellar  defense  at  short  stop, 
stopping  anything  in  the  vicinity,  turning  sin¬ 
gle  plays  into  doubles  for  the  Cherokee  Pirates.  However,  the  Pirates 
couldn’t  hang  on  and  fell  short  in  the  second  championship  game. 

Oklahoma  native  Kevin  Beltone  hit  one  out  the  park  and  gave 
the  Seminoles  an  8-2  lead.  Coaches  John  Jumper  and  Terry  Tartsah 
coached  their  team  through  injury  after  injury,  which  hurt  the 
Seminoles  but  didn’t  keep  them  from  winning  the  battle.  The  final 
score  of  the  2007  NASA  championship  was  Seminoles  8,  Cherokee 
Pirates  2. 

The  All  Star  Team  consisted  of  Myron  Bolen,  Terry  Tartsah  Jr., 
Kevin  Beltone,  Tony  Stay  At  Home,  Choctaw  Gavin  Williams,  and 
Tribal  citizen  Leon  Wilcox  II. 


Cherokee  Pirates,  2007  NASA  2nd  place  winners 


Vehicles  for  Sale  5/2/2007 


LAST  6  OF 

THE  VIN# 

YEAR 

MAKE 

MODEL 

SPRICE 

155628 

2000 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

148786 

2000 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

155877 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

134164 

1992 

Chevrolet 

School  8us  ■  21  Passenger 

Cali 

for  price  Range 

835809 

1994 

Ford 

E-350  Club  Wagon  Van 

Call 

for  price  Range 

A26643 

2002 

Ford 

E-350 - 12  Passenger  Van 

Call 

for  price  Range 

096906 

1992 

Ford 

Ranger  -  Pick  Up  Truck 

Call 

tor  price  Range 

AQ6208 

1994 

Ford 

F-350  Flatbed  Truck 

Call 

for  price  Range 

A56794 

1995 

Ford 

E-1 50  Van 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

A08594 

1994 

Ford 

E-350  Van 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

145386 

1996 

Dodge 

Club  Cab  1500  Ram 

Cali 

tor  price  Range 

230087 

2003 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call 

tor  price  Range 

230088 

2003 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call 

for  price  Range 

318864 

1999 

Ford 

Taurus 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

216492 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

tor  price  Range 

216494 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

121984 

1997 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

PI  7489 

2002 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call 

for  price  Range 

155627 

2000 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

C52173 

2003 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call 

for  price  Range 

216480 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

A41912 

2003 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

A41913 

2003 

Ford 

Explorer 

Call 

tor  price  Range 

155879 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

155872 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

155878 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Cali 

for  prioe  Range 

175285 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  price  Range 

148784 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

tor  price  Range 

155875 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

216493 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 

216505 

2003 

Ford 

Crown  Victoria 

Call 

for  prioe  Range 
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AN  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 


OVER  100 

CUSTOM  TOMiWi 


&  VANS  AVAILABLE! 

I 


Special  Edition  2006 
#136/399 

■ft; 


New  Body  Styles 
2500  &  3300 
Diesel  or  Gas 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions,  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


AVAILABLE  OPTIONS: 

leather  Tri-fold  Sola  Bed,  OnStac  CD  Chan  gat  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors, 
Ground  Effects  Packages,  20"  Wheels  &  Much  Mora 
Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  lobs,  lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


On  Pinfis/Hollywooti  Blvd. 

II  »  ha  a  ma  a  hist  west  of  university  Drive 

MarOOne  954-433-3408 

C  h evro 1 6 1  C0NTAC?  GmvANNi  mrgas 


IK  TUT  CDHTEJISHH  ■ErUTMUTT 

Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 
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Announcement  *>  Abaaheeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy  Birthday 


Congratulations 


In  Memoriam 


I  would  like  to  wish  my  son  Ozzy 
Fred  Osceola  a  happy  6th  birthday  on 
June  18.  Seems  like  just  yesterday  you 
were  bom;  now  you’re  turning  6  years  old. 
You  make  us  so  happy  and  proud  of  you. 

You  have  been  through  so  much 
in  so  little  time  but  you  are  a  strong  boy 
and  I  know  you  will  get  through  this. 
Always  know  that  even  though  Daddy’s 
not  here,  he’s  in  your  heart  and  loves  you 
dearly.  We  love  you  and  will  always  be 
here  for  you. 

Love  always, 

Daddy  (the  late  Billy  Osceola), 
Momma  (Angel  Osceola),  Brothers 
(Briley  and  Trent)  and  Sissy  (Lauren) 


Poems 


Healing  Through  Humor 

I  am  definitely  your  garden-variety  drunk. 
By  this  I  mean  you  could  quite  frequently 
find  me  passed  out  in  the  neighbor’s  gar¬ 
den  . . . 

I  love  comedy,  as  do  most  of  the  members 
of  my  so-called  “family.” 

I  get  a  laugh  when  I  hear  people  in  groups 
stress  anonymity,  which  I  believe  must 
strictly  come  with  sobriety. 

These  very  same  folks  didn’t  seem  so  con¬ 
cerned  about  staying  anonymous  as  they 
were  dancing  on  tables  in  bars  and  remov¬ 
ing  their  clothes  . . . 


It  seems  that  humor  is  usually  a  trait  used 
by  a  drunk  to  downplay  and  soften  then- 
fear  of  their  condition. 

I  think  joking  around  is  a  pain  killer,  “the 
tears  of  a  clown”... 

The  saying  “Laugh  to  keep  from  crying” 
comes  to  mind  . . . 

But  as  we  joke,  we  must  abstain  and  heal 
rather  than  mock. 

Healing  Through  Humor 

—  Willie  M.  Osceola 
Panther  Clan 
April  19,  2007 


1999 

1999  was  the  year  it  all  went  down,  two 
Seminole  warriors  would  no  longer  be 
around. 

In  January  of  that  year  my  homie  Wild  Bill 
went  to  the  other  side,  his  spirit  still  prowls 
like  the  Panther  though  physically  he  died. 
In  September  of  that  year  I  was  sentenced 
to  life  without  parole;  that  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end  for  this  Seminole. 

That  was  a  great  year  for  those  with  envy 
and  hate,  only  time  will  tell  what  will  be 


your  fate. 

We  are  gone  but  not  forgotten  by  all,  two 
Seminole  warriors  that  always  stand  tall. 
We  represented  to  the  fullest  in  everything 
we’ve  done,  whether  it  was  running 
smooth  talk  game  on  the  ladies  or  just  hav¬ 
ing  fun. 

1999  was  the  year  it  all  came  to  an  end, 
much  love  to  all  family  and  those  few  cho¬ 
sen  friends. 

—  Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


New  Kids 


Amina  Cummings 

was  bom  April  9.  Her  proud 
parents  are  Kimberly  Alvarado 
and  Aldrice  Cummings;  grand¬ 
parents  are  Mary  Lou  and  Roy 
Alvarado.  All  are  residents  of 
the  Immokalee  Seminole  com¬ 
munity. 


It’S  A 


Graduates 


Congratulations  Courtney  Juliet- 
Alice  Jim  on  your  promotion  to  the  third 
grade.  We  are  all  very  proud  of  you. 
Hooray! 

Love, 

Mom  and  Dad 


Hip,  hip  hooray,  Noel  Lorraine 
Jim!  You  finally  did  it.  You  made  Class  of 
2007!  Congratulations  on  your  graduation 
from  the  Miccosukee  High  School. 
Continue  forward  in  your  life  and  especial¬ 
ly  excel  in  your  education. 

You  are  the  next  generation  and 
life  is  what  you  make  of  it,  so  be  strong 
and  bold.  Stand  your  ground  and  I  will  be 
there  to  back  you  in  every  way.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  about  your  traditions  and  way  of  life 
that  have  been  instilled  in  you  throughout 
the  years. 

We  are  so  proud  of  you  then,  now 
and  in  the  future. 

We  all  love  you, 

Juliet,  Courtney  and  Michael 


Denise  Sonia  Gonzales 

was  bom  May  2.  She  weighed  6 
pounds  and  measures  19.5  inch¬ 
es  in  length.  Proud 
parents  are  Susan 
Renea  Davis  and 
Dennis  Gonzales; 

Brothers  Christopher 
Briscoll  and  Dennis 
Gonzales  Jr.; 

Grandmother  Martha 
Billie  Davis.  All  are 
members  of  the 
Immokalee  Seminole 
community. 


Billy  Jimmy  Osceola 

June  17,  1975  -  April  12,  2007 

We  love  you  and  you’re  going  to  be 
missed  on  your  special  day,  June  17.  You 
were  so  young  and  had  so  much  to  live 
for.  But  God  did  that  path  for  you  and 
you  had  to  follow  it.  So  you  had  to  turn 
your  back  and  leave  it  all  behind. 

If  Tears  Could  Build  A  Stairway 

If  tears  could  build  a  stairway  and  mem¬ 
ories  alone 

I’d  walk  right  up  to  heaven  and  bring 
you  home  again 

No  farewell  words  were  spoken,  no  time 
to  say  good  bye 

You  were  gone  before  we  knew  it,  and 

only  God  knows  why 

Our  hearts  still  ache  in  sadness,  and 

secret  tears  still  flow 

What  it  meant  to  lose  someone  like  you, 

no  one  will  ever  know 

But  now  we  know  you  want  us  to  mourn 

for  you  no  more, 

To  remember  all  the  happy  times  and  the 

ones  life  has  in  store 

Since  you’ll  never  be  forgotten,  we 

pledge  to  you  today 

A  hallowed  place  within  our  hearts,  is 

where  you’ll  always  stay 


24  Hours 
Emergency 
Service 
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Gif  Velasquez 

Tel:  954-463-2227  -  Fax:  954-463-2228 

521  5.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  33301 
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24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


We  have  moved,  the  new  address  is ... 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33311 


(954)  583-9119  *  Tribal  Dividends  Accepted  ^ 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Dr.  Robert  Martin  Selected  as 
President  of  IAIA 


Submitted  by  the  Institute  of  American 
Indian  Arts 

SANTA  FE,  N.M.  —  Institute  of 
American  Indian  Arts  Board  Chair  Loren 
Kieve  (Cherokee  Nation)  has  announced 
the  selection  of  Dr.  Robert  G.  Martin  as 
IAIA’s  president.  Martin  will  begin  his 
term  as  president  on  July  1 . 

“We  are  delighted  to  have  Dr. 


Martin,  a  preeminent  leader  in  education, 
serve  as  our  next  president,”  Kieve  said. 
“We  are  confident  he  has  the  vision  to  lead 
us  in  making  IAIA  the  premier  institution 
of  higher  learning  in  Native  American  art 
and  cultural  studies  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Martin’s  vast  experience  in  academia 
will  be  a  strong  asset  to  our  institution.” 

Martin  (Cherokee  Nation)  has 
extensive  experience  in  higher  education  as 
a  faculty  member  and  administrator.  He 
served  as  president  of  Southwestern  Indian 
Polytechnic  Institution  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.  from  1981-1989.  He  was  president  of 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in 
Lawrence,  Kan.  from  1989-1999.  He  also 
served  as  president  of  Tohono  O’odham 
Community  College  from  2001-2005.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  faculty  and  associate 
head  of  the  American  Indian  Studies 
Programs  at  the  University  of  Arizona. 

“I  am  honored  and  excited  to  be 
selected  as  the  president  of  the  Institute  of 


American  Indian  Arts.  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  the  IAIA  Board  of  Trustees, 
faculty,  staff  and  students  in  continuing  to 
build  upon  its  rich  history  and  tradition  of 
excellence  in  art  and  cultural  education  for 
American  Indians  and  Alaskan  Natives,” 
Martin  said. 

“Dr.  Martin  is  highly  regarded 
among  educators 
as  a  person  of 
great  skill  and 
vision.  He’s  well- 
respected  and 
knowledgeable, 
and  is  a  strategic 
thinker  and  prob¬ 
lem  solver.  We 
will  put  his  talents 
to  work  as  he 
guides  us  in  shap¬ 
ing  the  future  of 
IAIA,  and  warmly 
welcome  him  into 
the  IAIA  family,” 
Kieve  said. 

Dr. 

Martin  is  married 
to  Luci  Tapahonso 
(Dine),  a  professor 
of  American 
Indian  Studies  and 
English  at  the 
University  of 
Arizona. 

The 

Institute  of 
American  Indian 
and  Alaska  Native 
Culture  and  Arts 
Development 
(IAIA)  is  a  multi-Tribal  center  of  higher 
education  dedicated  to  the  preservation, 
study,  creative  application  and  contempo¬ 
rary  expression  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  arts  and  cultures.  Located 
on  a  modem,  140-acre  campus  approxi¬ 
mately  10  miles  south  of  downtown  Santa 
Fe,  IAIA  serves  its  full-time  and  part-time 
students  through  programs  in  contempo¬ 
rary  and  traditional  fine  arts,  creative  writ¬ 
ing,  indigenous  liberal  studies  and  new 
media.  Established  in  1962  by  Congress, 
IAIA  includes  the  Center  for  Arts  and 
Cultural  Studies  (CACS),  IAIA  Museum, 
and  the  Achein  Center  for  Lifelong 
Education,  Research  &  Cultural  Exchange 
(CLE).  As  a  nationally  accredited,  degree¬ 
granting  college,  IAIA  awards  both  four- 
year  bachelor’s  degrees  and  two-year  asso¬ 
ciate’s  degrees.  For  additional  information 
visit  www.iaia.edu  or  call  the  campus 
information  line  at  505-424-2300. 


Native  Scouting  Conference  Set  for  July  in  Oklahoma 


Submitted  by  AISA 

The  American  Indian  Scouting  Association  will  hold  its 
50th  annual  seminar  for  youth  and  adults  July  7-11  at  East  Central 
University  in  Ada,  Okla.  The  Chicasaw  Nation  is  the  host  Tribe. 

Participants  will  include  both  Indian  and  non- Indian 
youth  (ages  12-17).  They  will  explore  strategies  for  youth  devel¬ 
opment  and  improvement  of  life  in  American  Indian  communities 
through  Girl  Scout  and  Boy  Scout  programs  and  services. 

Members  will  share  Tribal  traditions  through  native 
dress,  dancing,  music,  sports  and  a  tour  of  the  host  Tribe’s  com¬ 
munity.  Chickasaw  history  and  customs  will  be  featured. 

A  highlight  of  the  seminar  will  be  the  presentation  of  the 
Joseph  T.  Provost  Youth  Award  and  the  Francis  X.  Guardipee 
Grey  Wolf  Award,  which  recognizes  distinguished  service  to 
American  Indian  youth. 

Workshops  will  be  available  to  assist  adults  responsible 
for  leadership  and  administration  of  youth  programs  by  providing 
training  and  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of  ideas. 

AISA  is  a  collaboration  involving  American  Indian 


Tribal  leaders,  Girl  Scouts  of  the  U.S.A.  and  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  This  national  organization  was  formed  to  address  issues 
facing  today’s  Indian  youth  and  to  provide  training  and  leadership 
opportunities  for  adult  leaders  of  American  Indian  youth. 

The  American  Indian  Scouting  Association  seeks  to 
enable  young  American  Indians  to  develop  their  talents  and  capa¬ 
bilities  so  they  will  be  able  to  maintain  their  cultural  identities 
while  building  bridges  that  will  allow  them  to  be  successful  and 
productive  members  of  both  societies. 

The  fee  for  the  seminar  is  $200  for  adults  and  youths. 
This  includes  room  and  board  and  membership.  Some  funds  are 
available  for  Youth  Scholarship  Grants,  based  on  financial  need. 

For  more  information  and  registration  forms,  please  visit 
the  website  www.americanindianscouting.org  or  contact  Don 
Rogers  (drogers@netbsa.org),  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  1325 
Walnut  Hill  Lane,  P.O.  Box  152079,  Irving,  TX  75015-2079,  or 
Paayal  Mahajan  (pmahajan@girlscouts.org),  Girl  Scouts  of  the 
U.S.A.,  420  Fifth  Ave.,  15th  Floor,  New  York,.  N.Y.  10018. 


Two  Teens  Awarded  SWAIA  Youth  Fellowships 

Jamie  Brown,  Ray  E.  Rosetta  Honored 


Submitted  by  SWAIA 

SANTA  FE,  NM  —  Jamie  Brown 
(Pokagon  Band  of  Potawatomi  Indians) 
and  Ray  E.  Rosetta  (Santo  Domingo 
Pueblo)  have  each  been  awarded  a  Youth 
Fellowship  from  the  Southwestern 
Association  for  Indian  Arts  (SWAIA).  Each 
Youth  Fellow  receives  a  $500  award  to  use 
for  supplies  and/or  art  education  opportuni¬ 
ties,  as  well  as  the  chance  to  sell  his  or  her 
work  at  the  annual  Santa  Fe  Indian  Market. 
The  program  exists  to  encourage  artistic 


Photo  Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Strawberry  hamper  by  Jamie  Brown 


potential  among  indigenous  youth. 

Caren  Gala,  SWAIA  programs 
coordinator,  said  she  was  impressed  by  the 
quality  of  the  young  artists’  work  as 
expressed  in  their  portfolios,  which  include 
a  written  statement. 

“We  were  so  pleased  with  the 
range  of  artistic  talent  in  this  year’s  appli¬ 
cants.  It  was  rewarding  to  read  through  the 
applications  to  leam  about  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  group  of  young  artists  and  how  they 
are  ensuring  that  traditions  are  being 
passed  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  I 
was  also  thrilled  to  leam  about  all  the  new 
artistic  directions  being  created  by  these 
talented  native  youth,”  Gala  said. 

Jamie  Brown  began  learning  bas¬ 
ket  weaving  from  her  mother  at  the  age  of 
8,  noting  that  a  basket’s  creation  requires 
“a  strong  body,  time,  ambition,  and  talent.” 
She  and  her  family  harvest  their  weaving 
materials  from  the  black  ash  tree,  a  plant 
that  thrives  in  the  wet,  swampy  areas  near 
their  home  in  Shelbyville,  Mich. 

Brown  will  use  her  fellowship 
award  to  help  set  up  a  permanent  work 
space  in  her  family’s  home  —  rather  than 
using  her  family’s  living  room,  her  current 
work  space  —  in  which  to  weave  and  keep 
her  weaving  supplies.  The  15-year-old’s 
goals  include  continuing  the  traditions  of 
black  ash  basketry  and  inspiring  other 
young  Native  Americans  to  stay  involved 
with  their  traditions  and  culture. 

Surrounded  by  a  family  of  jewel¬ 
ers,  Ray  Rosetta,  15,  plans  to  combine  his 
mother’s  family  jewelry  style  with  his 
father’s  to  create  a  new,  uniquely  “Ray 
Rosetta  style.”  Using  spiny  oyster  shell, 
turquoise,  onyx  and  other  materials,  he  has 


Photo  Submitted  by  SWAIA 

Traditional  Santo  Domingo  Style 
Necklace  by  Ray  Rosetta 


made  traditional  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo 
style  jewelry  since  the  age  of  8. 

Recently,  Rosetta  has  begun  to 
study  silverwork  under  the  tutelage  of  his 
grandfather  Juan  Pedro  Garcia.  His  prize 
money  will  be  used  to  purchase  supplies 
and  stones  to  continue  making  jewelry. 
Besides  learning  to  cast  silver,  Rosetta’s 
artistic  goals  include  keeping  the  artistic 
tradition  of  his  village  and  native  people 
alive. 
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A  diminutive  bull  fighter  is  dragged  through  the  area  by  the  calf. 

Cinco  De  Mayo  Celebration, 
EIRA  Rodeo  Draw  Crowds 


Casino 

’70s  Disco  Stars  to  Perform  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Immokalee  Seminole 
Youth  and  Livestock  Ranch  was  host  to  a  Cinco  de 
Mayo  celebration  on  May  5  at  the  John  Jimmie 
Memorial  Arena.  This  annual  event  sponsored  by  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Casino  and  the  Youth  Ranch 
drew  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of  approximately  2,400 
people. 

Although  the  evening’s  entertainment  did  not 
begin  until  5  p.m.,  spectators  began  arriving  by  3  p.m. 
to  take  advantage  of  the  vendors  serving  traditional 
Mexican  cuisine  and  offering  a  wide  variety  of  mer¬ 
chandise  from  south  of  the  border. 

The  arena  had  been  divided  in 
half  to  accommodate  the  bull  riding 
exhibition,  which  alternated  with  the  live 
performances  taking  place  on  the  large 
stage  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  enclo¬ 
sure.  Barricades  had  been  removed  to 
permit  the  audience,  which  was  over¬ 
flowing  the  bleachers,  to  enter  the  arena 
and  dance. 

Beginning  with  Lider  Musical 
de  Durango,  Bravo  Norteno  and 
Salomon  Robles  y  sus  Legionadiarios, 
the  air  was  filled  with  the  gentle  sere¬ 
nades  of  guitars,  violins  and  bass  violas 
accompanying  the  vocal  artists. 

Suddenly,  the  tempo  would  change  and 
the  dancers’  feet  would  begin  to  fly  to 
the  strains  of  arousing  Latin  music. 

Performing  as  Piel  Ranchera, 
four  beautiful  Mexican  women  drew  the 
wide  appreciation  of  the  audience  while 
they  sang  and  danced  in  their  extrava¬ 
gant  costumes. 

Traveling  all  the  way  from 
Colombia,  South  America,  Grupo  Canaveral  de  Pavon 
was  a  highlight  of  the  entire  evening  as  they  played 
one  brass  masterpiece  after  another  on  their  horns. 
Over  a  thousand  people  crowded  into  the  arena  to 
dance  to  the  clear,  resonant  notes  of  the  11 -man 
troupe. 

In  between  acts,  the  spectators  surrounded  the 
bull  ring  to  support  the  brave  young  riders  willing  to 
sacrifice  themselves  on  wild  beasts  with  names  like 
Pancho  Villa,  Veneno,  Gavilan  and  El  Toro  de  Oso. 


With  a  hush  of  expectation,  the  audience  would  wait 
for  the  gates  to  open  and  then  cheer  wildly  as  the  rid¬ 
ers  fought  to  stay  on  their  mounts. 

The  crowd  became  ecstatic  when  the  arrival 
of  Los  Originales  Enanitos  de  Toreros  was  announced. 
This  central  Mexican  group  of  midget  bullfighters 
entered  the  arena  in  full  toreador  attire  to  the  wild 
applause  of  the  audience.  Using  capes  and  imitation 
horses,  they  frolicked  with  the  miniature  Brahma 
bulls.  Their  diminutive  appearance, 
costumes  and  antics  created  a  hilari¬ 
ous  presentation. 

The  climax  of  this  eventful 
night  was  the  appearance  of  “El 
Chapo,”  the  Mexican  Roy  Rogers. 

This  famous  entertainer,  Ernesto 
Perez  de  Sinaloa,  charms  his  audi¬ 
ence  by  singing  from  horseback  and 
performing  tricks  with  his  talented 
well-trained  horses.  Very  popular  in 
the  Latin  community,  he  was  the 
top  performer  of  the  Cinco  de  Mayo 
celebration. 

Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association 

Southwestern  Florida,  like 
most  of  the  state,  is  suffering  from 
severe  drought  conditions.  Much  to 
the  delight  of  local  residents,  an 
unexpected  rain  storm  settled  in 
over  Immokalee  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  of  May  4,  just  as  the  EIRA 
was  about  to  begin  its  Junior  Rodeo 
performance. 


Running  for  cover,  the  entrants  delayed  the 
activities  for  two  hours  and  then  began  with  the  young 
contestants.  Mutton  Busters  Kirkland  Boney,  Sarah 
Descheene,  Mark  Holmes  and  A.  J.  Tigertail  braved  the 
wet  clay  of  the  arena  on  their  wooly  mounts  and 
earned  their  points  the  hard  way  as  they  fell  off  into 
the  quagmire. 

Exiting  the  chutes  on  their  bucking  ponies, 
Timothy  and  Thomas  Bearden  tied  for  third  place, 
while  Austin  Holmes  and  Andre  Jumper  rode  to  glory 
in  first  and  second  place,  respectively. 

While  the  soggy  arena  was  difficult  for  the 


other  events,  it  provided  good  traction  for  the  barrel 
racers.  Starting  with  the  4  to  8  year  olds,  Ahnie 
Jumper  grabbed  the  first  position  with  Mila  Osceola, 
Dayra  Koenes,  Cyrus  Smedley  and  Brighton  Bauman 
running  close  behind. 

Nauthkee  Henry,  Kelton  Smedley  and 
Courtney  Gore  ran  perfect  patterns  in  the  9-to-  12-year- 
old  Barrel  Racers.  The  arena  was  drying  out  and  by 
the  time  the  13-to- 18-year-olds  came  out  the  gate, 
Janae  Braswell  and  Taylor  Johns  were  blowing  every¬ 
one’s  doors  off. 

Steer  riders  Andre  Jumper  and 
Timothy  Bearden  competed  for  first 
and  second  place  and  came  up  wearing 
big  smiles  despite  the  fact  that  they 
were  covered  with  red  clay  at  the  end 
of  their  rides.  Meanwhile,  good-natured 
calf  riders  Dalton  Koenes  and  Jobe 
Johns  earned  their  points  before  drop¬ 
ping  off  into  the  freshly  dragged  arena. 
Billy  Foley,  Josh  Johns  and  Cody 
Motlow  took  some  hard  licks  but  didn’t 
let  go  until  after  the  buzzer  sounded  in 
the  Junior  Bull  Riding,  putting  them  in 
the  winning  slots. 

Future  team  ropers  Dalton 
Boney,  Blevins  and  Andre  Jumper  gave 
the  calves  a  run  for  their  money  in  the 
Junior  Breakaway.  Preparing  their 
loops,  they  swung  their  lariats,  threw 
and  snagged  their  prey  for  the  top  three 
scores. 

Suddenly  lightning  lit  up  the 
sky  to  the  east,  followed  by  rolling 
thunder.  As  junior  bareback  riders 
Ethan  Arnold  and  Christopher  Smith 
completed  their  rides,  the  thunder  grew  louder  and 
continuous  flashes  of  lightning  drew  closer  to 
Immokalee.  A  report  came  in  that  hail  the  size  of 
dimes  was  falling  just  10  miles  away. 

It  took  less  than  a  minute  for  the  officials  to 
postpone  the  sanctioned  events  until  a  future  date.  By 
the  time  that  the  rain  arrived  15  minutes  later,  most  of 
the  livestock  had  been  loaded  in  trailers  and  the  partic¬ 
ipants  were  headed  out  the  gates  toward  home. 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman 

HOLLYWOOD  —  A  night  of  gold  disco 
acts  and  polyester  pop  hits  from  the  ’70s  boogies  into 
Hard  Rock  Live  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  on  Tuesday,  July  17  at  8  p.m.  The  Solid  Gold 
Dance  Party  will  feature  the  Village 
People,  Thelma  Houston,  Peaches 
&  Herb,  France  Joli  and  Anita 
Ward.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

The  Village  People,  now 
celebrating  their  30th  anniversary, 
defined  the  disco  era  with  interna¬ 
tional  hits  “In  the  Navy,  ”  “Macho 
Man, ”  “YMCA,  ”  “Go  West,  ”  ", San 
Francisco  ”  and  “In  Hollywood.  ” 

They  also  recorded  the  title  hit  to 
the  1980  feature  film  Can ’t  Stop  the 
Music  starring  Steve  Guttenberg, 

Valerie  Perrine,  Jean-Claude 
Billmaer  and  Bruce  Jenner. 

Together,  the  band  has  sold  over  85 
million  albums. 

Thelma  Houston  is  an 
award-winning  singer,  songwriter 
and  actress.  Houston  claimed  the 
top  of  the  pop,  R&B  and  dance 
charts  with  her  high-powered  ren¬ 
dition  of  “Don ’t  Leave  Me  This 
Way,  ”  a  classic  gold  record  that 
gave  her  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  female  artist  at  Motown  to 
win  the  Grammy  for  Best  R&B  Female  Vocal 
Performance.  Houston  will  also  be  performing  a  trib¬ 
ute  to  Sylvester  and  a  smooth  cover  of  A1  Green’s 
“Love  &  Happiness  ”  off  her  upcoming  new  album  to 
be  released  this  month. 

Peaches  &  Herb,  America’s  Sweethearts  of 
Soul,  have  enjoyed  an  illustrious  career  spanning 
almost  four  decades.  In  1979,  their  monster  hit  “Shake 
Your  Groove  Thing”  became  No.  4  in  the  world.  It 
was  closely  followed  by  one  of  1980’s  biggest  hits, 
“Reunited,  ”  which  became  No.  1  in  the  world. 

A  Taste  of  Honey’s  first  recording,  “Boogie 
Oogie  Oogie,  ”  hit  the  top  of  the  charts  around  the 


globe.  The  single  and  self-titled  album  went  platinum 
and  A  Taste  of  Honey  nabbed  a  Grammy  for  “Best 
New  Artist  of  the  Year.  ”  The  song  “Sukiyaki”  off  then- 
third  album  went  to  No.  1  on  the  national  charts  and 
achieved  gold  status. 

At  the  age  of  16,  France 
Joli  performed  her  hit  single, 

“Come  to  Me,  ”  to  a  screaming 
crowd  of  5,000  in  New  York.  She 
left  the  stage  a  star.  “Come  to  Me  ” 
reached  No.  1  on  Billboard’s  dance 
chart  and  No.  13  on  its  pop  chart, 
and  is  now  regarded  as  a  solid  gold 
disco  classic.  In  1980,  Job  released 
two  Top  5  disco/dance  hits,  “The 
Heart  to  Break  the  Heart  ”  and 
“Feel  Like  Dancing,  ”  from  her 
sophomore  album,  Tonight.  In 
1981,  she  scored  her  second 
biggest  hit  with  “Gonna  Get  Over 
You.  ”  It  was  the  lead  single  from 
her  third  album,  titled  Now. 
France’s  awards  include  the  Juno 
(Canada’s  Grammy)  for  Best  New 
Artist  in  1980  and  Billboard’s 
Disco  Award  as  Best  New  Artist. 

Anita  Ward  recorded 
“Ring  My  Bell”  in  1979,  turning  it 
into  an  international  No.  1  single  to 
the  tune  of  10  million  copies.  On 
New  Year’s  Eve  2002,  she  per¬ 
formed  her  hit  in  New  York  City’s  Times  Square 
before  a  crowd  of  revelers  as  part  of  the  city’s  official 
celebration.  She  has  also  delighted  fans  at  the  FIS 
World  Cup  alongside  Nile  Rodgers  &  Chic,  the 
Village  People,  Thelma  Houston  and  Rose  Royce. 

Tickets  cost  $75,  $60  and  $45*.  All  seats  are 
reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box 
Office,  open  daily  from  noon  until  7  p.m.  Tickets  also 
are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone:  Miami- 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523-3309;  Palm 
Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors  open  one  hour  before 
the  show  starts.  *Additional  fees  may  apply. 


Judy  Weeks 


Pauletta  Bowers  awaits  her  turn  in  the  arena,  which  never  came  due 
to  the  violent  storm  that  overtook  Immokalee. 


*  Casino 

Continued  from  page  1 


machines  and  even  its  own  Players  Club.  Games  provided 
featured  the  usual  nickel,  dime  and  quarter  machines,  and 
multidenominational  games  including  Cleopatra,  Wheel  of 
Fortune,  Wheel  of  Gold,  Double  Diamond,  Triple  Diamond, 
Snow  Globes,  Wild  for  Dolphins,  Shake  your  Booty,  and 
Mr.  Cashman,  just  to  name  a  few. 

Four  of  the  famous  “Elvi,”  Elvis  impersonators 
from  Las  Vegas,  were  on  hand  again  to  greet  guests  just  as 
they  had  done  back  in  May  2004  for  the  Hard  Rock  Grand 
Opening  celebration.  While  walking  on  stilts,  the  Elvi 
pulled  back  the  red  curtain  to  reveal  the  gorgeous,  newly 
renovated  gaming  room  as  The  Doors’  “ Break  On  Through 
(To  the  Other  Side)”  played  appropriately  in  the  back¬ 
ground. 

Attendees  remarked  how  cool  and  refreshing  the 
air  felt  as  they  enjoyed  roaming  around  the  game  floor. 
Guests  enjoyed  complimentary  refreshments  as  they  scram¬ 
bled  to  be  the  first  to  play  their  favorite  gaming  machines. 


Stilt-walking  Elvi  greeting  nonsmoking  guests. 


WORLD’S  FIRST  ATV  WITH 
FUEL  INJECTION  AND  POWER  STEERING! 


A 


2007  GRIZZLY49  700  Fi  AUTOMATIC  4x4 

•  The  biggest  Grizzly  gets  a  full  636ccof  liquid -canted  power  •  Yamaha  fuel  injection  provides 
maximum  power  and  gmat  cold  starts,  *  Industry-first  electric  power  steering  (EPS)  lightens 
steering  tor  incredible  maneuverability.  •  Estclusive  UUramatic*  automatic  transmission  means 
seamless  power  delivery  and  confident  all-wheel  downhill  engine  braking.  *  On -Command* 
2WD/4WDV4WD  Dift  Lock  pushbutton  drive  selection  system  for  outstanding  lerrainabtlity. 
■  Four-wheel  independent  suspension  with  new,  WideArc  A-arms  maximizes  ground  clearance. 


jfeYAMftfW 

^gi)*SEA*DOO 

NORTH  MIAMI  YAMAHA  AND  SEA-DOO 

17777  N.W.  2ND  AVENUE 
NORTH  MIAMI  BEACH  FI  33169 
305-651-4999 


Judy  Weeks 

The  red  clay  on  Andre  Jumper’s  shirt  sleeve  is  a  small  tribute  to 
his  first  place  in  the  Steer  Riding  competition. 


Original  Village  People  line-up 
from  the  cover  of  their  1978 
Macho  Man  album  (L-R)  Randy 
Jones,  David  “Scar”  Hodo,  Victor 
Willis,  Felipe  Rose,  Glenn 
Hughes,  Alex  Briley 
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Seniors  Enjoy  Trip  to  the  Morikami  Museum  &  Japanese  Gardens 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  seniors  enjoy  a  sunny  day  at  the  Morikami  Gardens.  (L-R) 
Mary  Moore,  Cornelia  Osceola,  Jimmy  Hank  Osceola,  Marie 
Osceola  and  Betty  Osceola  (seated). 


Felix  DoBosz 

A  blackbird  flies  over  colorful  koi  fish  swimming  in  the  pond 


Felix  DoBosz 

Beautiful  manicured  Bonsai  trees  are  on  display  for  everyone  to 
admire  in  the  garden. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

DELRAY  BEACH,  Fla.  — 

The  Hot  Meals  program  on  May  1 1 
sent  about  a  dozen  Hollywood  seniors 
on  a  32-mile  bus  trip  north  to  the 
beautiful,  tranquil  Morikami  Museum 
and  Japanese  Gardens  in  Palm  Beach 
County. 

As  a  Japanese  farming  com¬ 
munity  the  Yamato  colony  (named  for 
an  ancient  Japanese  state)  started 
about  100  years  ago  with  a  few  pio¬ 
neer  families,  coming  from  faraway 
Japan,  settling  into  southern  Palm 
Beach  County.  They  endured  great 
hardships  just  working  the  land,  and 
very  few  stayed  to  make  a  successful 
living  farming  in  the  tough  natural 
environment. 

One  tough  settler,  George 
Sukeji  Morikami,  refused  to  give  up. 
He  kept  working  hard,  growing  his 
crops  on  his  land,  and  created  a  suc¬ 
cessful  wholesale  fruit  and  vegetable 
market.  In  1974,  when  George  was  in 
his  80s,  he  decided  it  was  time  to 
donate  his  land  to  the  county  for  a 
park  that  would  memorialize  and 
honor  the  Yamato  Colony. 

The  museum  became  a  reali¬ 
ty  when  it  opened  to  the  public  in 
1977.  Morikami  Garden  Park  has 
much  to  offer  with  over  200  acres  of 
landscapes,  strolling  paths,  resting 
areas,  a  tropical  bonsai  collection,  and 
small  ponds  filled  with  koi  and  turtles, 
with  birds  flying  overhead.  The  muse¬ 
um  also  has  indoor  galleries  that  dis¬ 
play  fine  arts  and  objects  from  Japan. 
There  are  also  tea  ceremonies  and 
seasonal  festivals  that  celebrate 
Japanese  culture  and  traditions. 


The  seniors  strolled  through 
the  peaceful,  quiet  park,  taking  in  the 
majestic  tall  bamboo  grove  along  the 
path  and  enjoying  the  wildlife.  They 
really  liked  watching  hundreds  of  koi 
—  large,  bright  orange  fish  —  swim 
about  creating  a  feeding  frenzy  when 
visiting  schoolchildren  tossed 
prepackaged  fish  food  pellets  from  the 
rocks. 

The  biggest  disappointments 
were  the  lack  of  water  in  the  ponds 
and  the  absence  of  the  refreshingly 
cool  waterfalls.  Some  of  the  creeks 
had  dried  completely  because  of  the 
enduring  drought,  and  last  week  the 
county  was  forced  to  restrict  water 
usage,  leaving  the  plush  tropical  gar¬ 
dens  at  the  mercy  of  the  summer 
rains. 

Betty  Osceola  was  impressed 
with  the  collection  of  manicured  bon¬ 
sai  trees  on  display  in  the  Japanese 
garden. 

Another  senior  on  the  trip, 
Jimmy  Hank  Osceola,  said,  “  It’s  very 
nice  and  relaxing  and  I’m  enjoying 
it.” 

All  that  walking  around 
made  everyone  a  little  hungry  so  it 
was  time  for  a  traditional  Japanese 
lunch  at  the  lakeside  terrace  cafe,  tast¬ 
ing  authentic  sushi  and  delicious  fried 
shrimp  tempura.  Hey,  watch  out  for 
that  wasabi! 

The  Seniors  enjoyed  then- 
trip  and  agreed  that  for  dessert  noth¬ 
ing  would  be  better  than  a  quick  stop 
shopping  spree  at  the  local  Wal-Mart 
Supercenter  to  top  off  a  wonderful 
day. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Seniors  enjoy  the  wlak  along  the  scenic  paths  of  the  gardens.  (L- 
R)  Cornelia  Osceola,  Betty  Osceola,  Jimmy  Hank  Osceola,  Marie 
Osceola  and  Mary  Moore. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  group  heads  back  to  the  LakesideTerrace  cafe  for  lunch. 


Felix  DoBosz 

A  Great  White  Egret  captures  a  little  fish. 


Upcoming  Events: 

UFC  Ultimate  Fight  Night 
Rush 

Fall  Out  Boy 
Chayanne 
Erasure 
The  Police 
Morrissey 
311 

Beyonce 

Tim  McGraw/Faith  Hill 
Goo  Goo  Dolls 
Linkin  Park 
Ozzfest 
Meat  Loaf 
Toby  Keith 
Daddy  Yankee 
Korn 

American  Idols  Live 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  4*  Hotels  +  Airlines 

30S-44S-6S66  or  (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredu1timatetravei.com 


We  Deliver  -  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 
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When  it  was  first  published  in  2002,  Just 
Another  Indian,  A  Serial  Killer  and  Canada’s 
Indifference  forced  an  indifferent  public  to 
acknowledge  the  brutal  murders  of  four  young 
native  women  from  Saskatoon.  The  stories  of  the 
victims  in  Warren  Goulding’s  journalistic  tour  de 
force  were  all  but  ignored  by  the  media  and  by  the 
local  police,  even  when  their  fami¬ 
lies  tried  to  report  them  missing. 

This  is  not  a  new  book; 
still,  it  continues  to  fly  off  the  book¬ 
shelves  and  is  always  out  of  stock 
on  my  favorite  book  websites.  The 
recent  arrest  and  ongoing  trial  of 
British  Columbia’s  Robert  William 
Pickton,  aka  the  Pig  Farmer  — 
charged  with  luring  women  from  the 
streets  and  bars  of  Vancouver’s 
notorious  East  Side  to  his  livestock 
farm,  where  he  allegedly  killed  them 
and  fed  them  to  pigs  —  keeps  this 
grisly  topic  fresh  in  the  public  mind. 

The  case  of  the  four 
Saskatoon  women,  so  eloquently 
presented  by  Goulding,  is  not  the 
same,  but  it  is  a  testament  of  how 
justice  and  social  attitudes  trivialize 
disadvantaged  women. 

Goulding  discovered  that 
between  1990  and  1994,  close  to 
500  Aboriginal  women  had  been 
reported  missing  in  Canada’s  West 
and  little  was  being  done  to  discov¬ 
er  their  whereabouts  or  their  fates. 

The  police  attitude  toward  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  missing  women  was  one  of  callousness. 

In  1994,  while  the  RCMP  had  the  suspect, 
John  Crawford,  under  surveillance,  they  watched 
him  pick  up  an  inebriated  young  native  woman  and 
brutally  attack  her.  When  she  managed  to  escape 
from  him,  bloody  and  half-naked,  the  surveillance 
team  of  detectives  arrested  her  and  let  the  attacker 
drive  off. 

Goulding  paints  a  picture  of  the  Saskatoon 
police  and  media  that  is  less  than  flattering,  espe¬ 
cially  in  their  condescension  toward  the  Aboriginal 
population.  Once  their  hand  is  forced,  however,  he 
gives  the  reader  a  detailed  representation  of  profes¬ 
sionals  doing  an  exemplary  job  identifying  evi¬ 
dence,  dealing  with  a  cynical  media,  setting  up  a 
cruel  killer  and  using  all  the  tools  at  their  disposal  to 
bring  the  criminal  to  justice.  Forensic  science 
becomes  an  exciting  discipline  as  the  skimpiest  evi¬ 
dence  is  turned  into  damning  proof  and  the  decom¬ 
posed  bodies  of  victims  are  painstakingly  identified. 


You  might  ask:  What  took  them  so  long? 

During  his  search  of  facts  and  justice, 
Goulding  takes  the  reader  into  aspects  of  native 
spirituality  and  touches  on  some  of  the  ceremonies, 
always  with  respect.  He  takes  us  to  the  desolate 
reserves  in  northern  Saskatchewan  and  to  a  pow¬ 
wow  in  Montana  with  its  dancing,  music  and  fry- 
bread.  Native  life  is  painted  deftly 
and  warmly.  The  families  of  the  vic¬ 
tims  become  real  and  their  pain 
articulated.  He  gives  the  plight  of 
mourning  parents,  siblings  and  off¬ 
spring  a  dignity  denied  by  the  press, 
the  police  and  the  Canadian  public. 
Four  anonymous  Indian  women  are 
named  and  remembered. 

The  court  battles,  featuring 
the  antics  of  Crawford’s  erstwhile 
friend  turned  stool  pigeon,  the 
expensive  legal  team  hired  by  the 
killer’s  doting  mother,  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  appeal  and  retrial,  are  com¬ 
pelling,  filled  with  drama  and  sus¬ 
pense.  The  coverage  is  clear  and 
fast-paced.  The  hard  work,  the 
dogged  research  and  the  struggle  to 
stay  focused  and  objective  are  all 
evident  in  the  quality  of  the  product. 
But  like  any  good  work  of  art,  the 
artist  makes  it  look  so  easy. 

At  the  end  of  the  trial 
process,  Canada’s  most  prolific  seri¬ 
al  killer,  a  heartless  bully  who 
bragged  about  brutalizing  his  vic¬ 
tims,  gets  three  consecutive  life  sen¬ 
tences.  He  is  serving  his  time  in  the  Prince  Albert 
Penitentiary  where,  fortunately  for  him,  the  85  per¬ 
cent  Aboriginal  population  knows  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  his  crimes.  The  case,  which  perhaps  under 
different  circumstances  would  have  elicited  national 
outrage,  was  barely  touched  on  by  the  media.  The 
question  has  been  asked:  If  the  victims  were  white 
women,  would  the  response  have  been  different? 

Warren  Goulding,  a  freelance  journalist 
who  lives  in  Saskatoon,  covered  the  case  from  the 
beginning.  His  articles  have  appeared  in  MacLean  s, 
the  Globe  and  Mail,  the  Saskatoon  Star  Phoenix  and 
other  Canadian  newspapers.  Just  Another  Indian,  A 
Serial  Killer  and  Canada’s  Indifference  should  be 
required  reading  for  all  North  American  journalists 
and  for  aspiring  native  writers. 

It  should  also  put  native  parents  across  the 
country  on  notice  with  this  chilling  question:  Do 
you  know  where  your  children  are ? 


Another. 

i  h:  i  n\s. 


Just  Another  Indian: 

A  Serial  Killer  and 
Canada’s  Indifference 
By  Warren  Goulding 
219  pages;  $22.95 
Fitzhenry  Whiteside,  2002 
ISBN:  1-894004-51-5 
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Kirk  Mitchell,  Storyteller 


Review  by  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

Kirk  Mitchell  is  not  a  Native  American, 
although  to  read  his  racy  crime-mystery  novels,  set  in 
the  heart  of  Indian  Country,  one  would  neither  know 
nor  care. 

Tony  Hillerman  may  have  started  the  genre 

—  Indian  cops  doing  Indian  things  in  Indian  territory 

—  but  Mitchell  has 
taken  it  to  grand  new 
heights.  From  police¬ 
man  to  SWAT  guy  to 
novelist,  Kirk  Mitchell’s 
work  includes  more 
than  two  dozen  books 
on  history,  fantasy,  fic¬ 
tion  and  more.  He  has 
also  novelized  movies 
on  a  contract  basis.  He 
draws  on  his  experience 
working  on  the  reserva¬ 
tions  in  California  for 
background  in  a  series 
of  crime-mysteries 
involving  Native 
Americans. 

I  probably  would 
never  have  discovered  this 
writer  if  a  friend  had  not 
handed  me  a  tattered,  dog¬ 
eared  novel  called  Sky 
Woman  Falling,  telling  me  I 
would  love  it.  I  read  the 
back  and  cynically  muttered, 

“Another  wannabe. 

Everybody  wants  to  be  an 
Indian.” 

Fortunately,  I  was 
not  too  put  off,  and  after 
page  one  I  was  hooked. 

Sky  Woman 
Falling  incorporates  the 
best  of  modem  police 
know-how  and  native  spir¬ 
ituality  and  current 
lifestyles.  Mitchell  master¬ 
fully  applies  what  he 
learned  from  his  work  in 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
law  enforcement  and  from 
the  people  he  worked  to 
protect.  His  storytelling 
skills  are  significant. 

This  novel  is  set 
on  a  reservation  in  upstate 
New  York  and  involves 
the  contentious  issue  of 
land  claims.  The  late-night 
car  chases,  the  snowy 
mountain  roads,  and  the  stake-outs  pull  you  into  a 
mystifying  story  of  a  criminal  who  has  devised  a  dia¬ 
bolical  means  of  killing  people  by  dropping  them  out 
of  the  sky  without  use  of  aircraft  or  any  other  visible 
means. 

The  investigators  in  Mitchell’s  novels  are 
BIA  Criminal  Investigator  Emmett  Quanah  Parker, 
Comanche,  and  FBI  Special  Agent  Anna  Tumipseed, 
Modoc. 

I  gave  this  poor,  coffee-stained,  tom  paper¬ 
back  to  a  friend  who  gave  it  to  a  friend  who  . . .  you 


get  the  idea. 

Cry  Dance  was  the  first  in  the  crime-mystery 
series  featuring  Parker  and  Tumipseed.  A  brutally 
murdered  and  mutilated  female  corpse  is  discovered  in 
a  remote  comer  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  in  the  tradition¬ 
al  home  of  the  Havasupai  Nation.  Were  the  mutila¬ 
tions  an  attempt  to  conceal  the  victim’s  identity  or 
was  this  a  murder  of  passion  by  an  enraged  jealous 
lover? 

With  Emmett  on  the  outside  and  Anna  work¬ 
ing  undercover,  they  soon  unearth  evidence  of  adul¬ 
tery,  bribery,  and  corruption.  Emmett  suspects  they 
are  being  led  into  a  killer’s  trap.  Too  late,  our  hero 
realizes  Anna  has  become  the  bait  in  a  desperate  bat¬ 
tle  of  wits  and  cunning  in 
which  Parker  himself  is 
the  prize  quarry.  Oh,  my! 

In  Ancient  Ones, 
Parker  and  Tumipseed 
find  themselves  on  an 
Oregon  reservation  where 
the  discovery  of  an 
ancient  skeleton  by  an 
illegal  fossil  hunter 
threatens  to  pit  tradition¬ 
alists  against  scientists. 

When  it  is 
announced  that  the 
14,000-year-old  bones  are 
Caucasian,  shattering 
long-held  beliefs  that 
Native  Americans  were 
the  first  inhabitants,  a 
young  anthropogist  dis¬ 
appears  and  the  fossil 
hunter  is  found  brutally 
killed  and  mutilated.  To 
complicate  things  even 
more,  Parker  and  Anna 
begin  stirring  up  some 
heat  of  their  own.  Those 
stake-outs  can  get  a  cop 
in  trouble. 

Spirit  Sickness 
takes  the  reader  to 
Hillerman  country.  One 
almost  expects  Joe  Chin 
to  make  an  appearance. 
A  diabolical  killer  is  on 
the  loose,  leaving  a  trail 
of  blood  and  bodies  across  the  quiet  Navajo 
canyons.  This  fiend  knows  the  ways  of  the  people. 
Parker  and  Tumipseed  struggle  to  separate  their 
own  loyalties  to  tradition  and  to  their  law  enforce¬ 
ment  duties.  This  book  offers  a  chill  a  minute. 

In  Dance  of  the  Thunder  Dogs,  Parker 
finds  himself  back  home  in  Oklahoma  with  his 
family  and  friends.  After  13  years  on  the  force,  he 
is  estranged  from  Anna  and  is  painfully  recovering 
from  surgery  on  a  wound. 

The  Thunder  Dogs  —  what  the  Comanche 
called  horses  —  is  a  society  created  to  honor  the 
accomplished  men  of  the  Tribe.  They  are  chumming 
and  offering  an  honor  dance  for  their  reluming  hero. 
When  Parker  is  invited  to  join  the  elite  Thunder  Dogs, 
he  has  to  decide  where  his  commitment  lies:  to  his 
people  or  to  his  role  in  law  enforcement. 

This  novel  is  the  last  in  the  series,  so  far. 
Please  don’t  bail,  Emmett. 
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Women’s  Wellness  Seminar  in  Immokalee 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  leaders  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  are  very  conscious  of  the 
need  to  promote  good  health  and  well-being  with 
regard  to  Tribal  community  members  and  employees. 
With  this  thought  in  mind,  they  encourage  the  various 
departments  of  their  government  to  use  their  facilities 
to  deliver  this  message. 

The  Annual 
Immokalee  Women’s 
Wellness  Seminar,  under 
the  direction  of  nutrition¬ 
ist  Charlotte  Porcaro,  took 
place  May  17  at  the 
Immokalee  Gym. 

Encircling  the  room  were 
numerous  booths  staffed 
with  knowledgeable  peo¬ 
ple  prepared  to  assist  the 
community  members  in 
establishing  a  healthy 
lifestyle. 

Representing  the 
Immokalee  Clinic, 

Charlotte  Porcaro  and 
Beth  Morlang  handled  the 
sign-in,  distribu¬ 
tion  of  raffle  tick¬ 
ets  and  tote  bags 
for  the  materials 
that  were  being 
passed  around  the 
room.  In  addition 
to  nutritional  infor¬ 
mation,  they  were 
alerting  the  partici¬ 
pants  about  the 
benefits  of  diabetic 
prevention  and  the 
dangers  of  fad 
diets. 

Real  eye- 
catchers  were  the 
recipe  books  being 
handed  out  by 
Nancy  Holland  of 
the  American  Heart 
Association. 

Catering  to  women 
and  children,  the  mouth-watering 
recipes  looked  very  appealing  and 
encouraged  healthful  eating  habits.  The 
table  was  covered  with  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  relationship  of 
diet  and  exercise  to  a  healthy  heart.  The 
Body  and  Soul  prevention  planner  was 
not  just  a  calender  for  exercise,  but 
included  diabetic,  cholesterol,  blood 
pressure  and  cancer  tips  that  could  ben¬ 
efit  everyone. 

Kerri  Descheene  and  Jennifer 
Forbes  approached  dental  health  with  an 
interesting  topic  that  affects  people  of 
all  ages  —  bad  breath.  They  gave  an  in- 
depth  explanation  of  the  possible  causes 
of  this  universal  problem,  along  with 
tips  on  treatment  and  prevention.  They 
distributed  special  mouthwash,  tooth¬ 
brushes  and  tongue  scrapers  in  addition 
to  discussing  diet,  internal  complica¬ 
tions  and  gum  conditions  that  might 
require  attention.  Taking  time  to  talk 
with  everyone,  they  had  one  of  the 
busiest  booths  at  the  seminar. 

Diabetes  is  a  very  serious  con¬ 
cern  among  Native  Americans,  and 
Susan  Monteith  and 
Cindy  Henson  were 
available  to  give  edu¬ 
cated  advice  concern¬ 
ing  the  control  and  pre¬ 
vention  of  this  debili¬ 
tating  disease.  They 
addressed  issues  like 
pregnancy,  insulin  pro¬ 
duction,  treatment  of 
neuropathy  and  the  dia¬ 
betic  connection  with 
obesity. 

Rhonda 

Goodman  and  Angie 
Arreguin  handed  out 
gift  bags  of  memo  pads, 
body  washes  and  scrub¬ 
bers  with  lotion  as  they 
introduced  their  new 
community  services 
designed  to  assist  the  elderly  and  handicapped. 

Cecilia  Pequeno  and  Elsa  Zamora  offered  a 
comprehensive  look  at  the  services  available  to  the 
community  through  the  Recreation  Department,  whose 
employees  are  interested  in  working  with  all  age 
groups  at  various  levels.  They  were  joined  by  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  Fitness  Department.  Personal  trainer  Joey 
Garcia  explained  the  benefits  of  a  regular  controlled 
exercise  routine  and  its  relationship  to  calorie  bum-off 
and  physical  fitness. 

Massage  therapist  Tracy  DeLaRosa  offered 
thermal  wax  treatments  and  encouraged  the  partici¬ 
pants  to  make  use  of  the  massage  facilities,  which  can 
help  with  muscular 
discomfort  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  more  reward¬ 
ing  lifestyle. 

The  Diane 
Yzaguirre  Memorial 
Library  displayed  a 
wealth  of  books  and 
periodicals  to  inform 
the  community  con¬ 
cerning  health  issues 
and  the  library’s 
research  facilities. 
Many  community 
members  were 
unaware  of  the  exten¬ 
sive  materials  avail¬ 
able  in  their  new 
library. 

Family 

Services  had  by  far  the 
most  attractive  booth  at  the 
Seminar.  Linda  Freeman  and 
Beverley  Rose  had  dispersed  then- 
literature  among  bouquets  of 
flowers,  colorful  table  linens  and 
photos  of  community  projects. 
Their  valuable  community 
involvement  speaks  for  itself. 
Janet  Perez  of 

Prescription  for  Better  Hearing 
was  administering  hearing  tests 
throughout  the  afternoon  and 
offering  recommendations  to 
those  who  proved  to  be  hearing 
impaired.  She  and  her  colleagues 
offered  some  valuable  advice 
concerning  the  use  of  radios, 

CDs,  iPods  and  many  of  the  high- 
tech  speakers  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Misuse  of  these 
devices  today  can  create 
serious  hearing  complica¬ 
tions  in  the  years  to  come, 
they  pointed  out. 

Collier  County 
Health  Department  repre¬ 
sentative  Maggie  Cisneros 
was  available  to  discuss 
HIV,  STDs,  immuniza¬ 
tions,  child  birthing  class¬ 
es  and  environmental 
health  concerns.  All  of 
these  services  are  avail¬ 
able  on  a  confidential 
through  the  local 
health  department. 

The  Seminole 
Police  Department  had 
three  tables  available 
highlighting  home  securi¬ 
ty  measures,  handling  of 
childhood  emergencies, 
home  and  pool  safety  tips, 
childproof  constraints,  car 
seats  and  self-defense. 

Environment 
Health  made  the  commu¬ 
nity  members  aware  of  the 
sentinel  chicken  program, 
helicopter  mosquito  spray¬ 
ing  and  radon  testing  for 
healthy  homes  and  disease 
control. 

Animal  Control 
Officer  Donna  Williamson 
for  the  Immokalee  and  Big 
Cypress  reservations  was 
very  popular.  She  discussed 
ways  to  protect  your  pets, 
control  of  nuisance  animals 
in  the  neighborhood  and  the 
many  methods  of  combating 
the  flea  epidemic  brought  on 
by  the  severe  drought  that 
South  Florida  is  currently 
experiencing.  She  kept  a  cap¬ 
tive  audience  as  she  dis¬ 
cussed  possible  home  reme¬ 
dies  as  well  as  treatments 
available  through  veterinarians  and  the  commercial 
market. 

Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  arranged  for  an 
appetizing  and  healthful  luncheon  that  included  fruit 
and  vegetable  trays,  gourmet  sandwiches  and  wraps. 


Judy  Weeks 


Kerri  Descheene  discusses  the  various  means  of  com¬ 
bating  bad  breath. 


(L  to  R)  Elsa  Zamora  and  Cecilia  Pequeno  dis¬ 
tributed  raffle  tickets  and  made  the  community 
members  aware  of  the  recreation  programs  avail¬ 
able  in  their  area. 


Judy  Weeks 

Massage  therapist  Tracy  DeLaRosa 
gives  fitness  trainer  Joey  Garcia  a 
hot  wax  treatment. 


Judy  Weeks 


The  Diane  Yzaguirre  Memorial  Library  has  a 
wealth  of  literature  available  to  enhance  physical 
and  mental  well-being. 
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Brighton  Hosts  Women’s  Health  Fair 


By  Emma  Brown 

BRIGHTON  —  This 
year’s  Brighton  Women’s 
Health  Fair  theme  was  “It’s 
Your  Time  -  Pamper  Your 
Mind,  Body  and  Spirit.”  The 
fair  took  place  at  the  Brighton 
Field  office  on  May  10  from 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Upon  entering  the 
health  fair,  participants  were 
given  a  sheet  with  a  complete 
listing  of  more  than  20  depart¬ 
ments  and  organizations  repre¬ 
sented,  with  a  question  that  had 
to  be  answered  at  each  booth. 
By  answering  all  questions  — 
essentially  by  visiting  each 
booth  —  attendees  were  auto¬ 
matically  entered  into  a  grand 
prize  drawing.  There  were  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  many 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
departments,  including  Dental, 
Nursing  and  Family  Services. 

Outside  agencies  such 
as  Indian  River  Community 
College,  Martha’s  House,  die 
American  Cancer  Society,  the 
Okeechobee  Substance  Abuse 
Coalition  and  many  more  were 
set  up  to  provide  some  valu¬ 
able  information  to  the 
Brighton  women. 

Women  feeling 

fatigued  could  stop  by  the  mas¬ 
sage  therapist’s  booth  for  a 
demonstration.  Those  feeling 
out  of  shape  could  chat  with 
Brighton  Fitness  Trainer  Kai 
Frankum  and  leam  a  few 
healthful  eating  and  exercise 
habits  and  even  sign  up  for  her 
individualized  training. 

Women  could  also 
visit  the  beauty  booth  provided 
by  Sharon  Cannon  to  leam  the 
proper  technique  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  caring  for  your  skin. 
There  were  also  healthful 
snacks  provided  in  case  anyone 
got  hungry  during  visits  from 
booth  to  booth. 

As  they  left  the  health 
fair,  attendees  could  make  one 
last  stop  at  the  Alzheimer’s 
Association  bus  parked  outside 
where  they  could  have  their 
memory  tested.  They  could 
also  leam  how  to  properly  per¬ 
form  the  Heimlich  maneuver. 

A  great  deal  of  excel¬ 
lent  information  was  provided 
at  this  year’s  Health  Fair. 
Health  educator  Barbara 
Boling  and  dietician  Beth 
Morlang  did  an  outstanding  job 
assembling  a  wide  variety  of 
organizations  that  covered 
nearly  every  aspect  of 
women’s  wellness. 


Emma  Brown 

Agnes  Jumper  speaking  with  a  representative  from  the  Okeechobee 
Substance  Abuse  Coalition. 


Massage  therapist  Pat  Johnston  giving  a  stress  relieving  massage. 


Emma  Brown 

Rinella  Bailey  checking  her  cholesterol  and  blood  glu- 
cose  with  Central  Florida  Health  Care. 


Emma  Brown 

Alice  Snow  picking  up  information  about  menopause 
from  a  Florida  Hospital  representative. 


Emma  Brown 

Louise  Gopher  learning  how  to  save  a  choking 
infant  from  a  Seminole  Health  Department 
employee. 


Emma  Brown 

Michelle  Thomas  learning  about  cancer  preven- 
tion  from  a  Raulerson  Hospital  representative. 


Mandy  Huff  and  Seminole  Health  Department  staff  dis- 
cussing  ‘Fads  and  Myths  of  Dieting.’ 
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Shy’s  Team  Walks  for  Cystic  Fibrosis 


By  Judy  Weeks 

Shyanna  “Shy”  Marie  Escobar  is 
just  one  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  adults  that  suffer  from  the 
life-threatening  disease  of  cystic  fibrosis. 
This  5-year-old  descendent  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  is  the  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Noemi 
Escobar  and  granddaughter  of  Becky 
Yzaguirre  Martinez. 

Suffering 
from  chronic  respi¬ 
ratory  problems 
since  birth,  this  little 
girl  was  diagnosed 
in  December  2003 
after  a  nearly  fatal 
episode,  which 
began  one  of  many 
lengthy  stays  in  the 
hospital.  Appearing 
to  be  a  sinus  prob¬ 
lem,  cystic  fibrosis 
is  often  misdiag¬ 
nosed  as  asthma; 
however,  it  is  far 
more  serious.  Shy’s 
body  does  not  pro¬ 
duce  sufficient  water 
in  the  lungs  to 
cleanse  the  air 
absorption  surfaces, 
resulting  in  severe 
lung  infections  and  suffocation. 

In  the  more  advanced  cases  such 
as  Shyanna’s,  patients  have  difficulty 
digesting  their  food  because  they  lack  the 
ability  to  produce  digestive  enzymes.  They 
are  unable  to  absorb  the  vitamins  and 
nutrients  required  for  a  healthy  life,  and 
until  recent  years,  the  survival  rate  was 
very  low.  As  the  disease  progresses,  dia¬ 
betes  usually  develops  and  the  liver  is 
eventually  destroyed. 

Because  her  body  is  being 
attacked  from  so  many  different  directions, 
Shyanna’s  immune  system  is  in  a  state  of 
alert  at  all  times  and  she  must  be  continu¬ 
ally  fortified  with  antibiotics.  She  has  a 
permanent  port  in  the  middle  of  her  stom¬ 
ach  for  a  feeding  tube  allowing  her  to  be 
fed  at  regular  intervals  the  necessary 
enzymes,  nutrients  and  calories  required  to 
sustain  life.  Due  to  her  condition,  she  takes 
12  different  medications  daily. 

According  to  her  physician,  Dr. 
Oscar  A.  Alea,  until  the  last  few  years  the 
life  expectancy  for  cystic  fibrosis  patients 
was  zero  to  eight  years.  Medical  research 
has  made  great  strides  thanks  to  the  gener¬ 
ous  donations  of  the  many  community 
fundraisers  hosted  by  the  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Foundation  and  concerned  citizens. 

Today,  more  than  40  percent  of 
the  cystic  fibrosis  population  are  over  18 


years  of  age  and  able  to  live  reasonably 
normal  lives.  Life  expectancy  has  been 
pushed  back  to  nearly  a  30  year  average. 

In  2006,  family  and  community 
members  formed  Shy’s  Team  in  support  of 
Shyanna.  Joined  by  Team  Seminole,  they 
have  become  very  actively  involved  in  the 
annual  fund  raising  efforts  of  the  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Foundation. 


Shy’s  Team  assembled  at  the 
Immokalee  Middle  School  track  on  May 
12  and  then  joined  more  than  250  people  at 
Lakes  Park  in  Fort  Myers  on  May  19  to 
become  part  of  the  fundraiser  to  help  sup¬ 
port  cystic  fibrosis  victims.  The  16  mem¬ 
bers  of  Team  Seminole  and  Shy’s  Team 
participated  in  the  early  morning  warm-up 
and  then  walked  the  two-mile  course. 


It  was  a  beautiful,  windy  spring 
morning  at  Lakes  Park  that  proved  to  be 
ideal  for  a  pleasant  walk  around  the  lake, 
over  the  boardwalk  bridge  and  through  the 
carefully  maintained  wooded  areas  of  the 
park.  Birds  were  singing  and  butterflies 
fluttered  about  in  the  lush  vegetation  as  if 
in  support  of  this  worthwhile  cause. 

Thanks  to  the  support  of  her  many 
friends  and  devoted  care  of  her  family, 
Shyanna  is  healthy  enough  to  have  walked 
all  but  approximately  300  feet  of  the  two- 
mile  journey.  This  is  not  a  small  feat  for  a 
healthy  5-year-old,  but  she  has  the  deter¬ 
mination  to  fight  for  the  life  she  deserves. 

The  Florida  Chapter  of  the  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Foundation  has  its  headquarters  in 
Tampa.  Executive  Director  Scott  Talcott 
was  present  at  the  Fort  Myers  walk  to  pres¬ 
ent  information  about  the  foundation  and 
its  focused  research  program. 

Although  they  work  all  year  long, 
the  Florida  chapter  of  the  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Foundation  devoted  more  than  six  months 
of  concentrated  effort  to  the  annual 
fundraiser.  This  year  they  collected  more 
than  $125,000  in  donations  and  pledges  in 
Southwest  Florida,  including  their  Lakes 
Park  Walk. 

Eighteen  teams  participated  in  the 
walk  on  May  19  and  were  supported  by 

several  very  gener¬ 
ous  businesses, 
such  as  the  local 
Cracker  Barrel 
restaurant,  which 
donated  25  home¬ 
made  pies  to  sell. 
The  Immokalee 
Seminole  Casino 
also  donated  a  large 
gift  basket  for  the 
raffle  and  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  drinks  and 
refreshments  from 
local  vendors. 

At  the 

conclusion  of  the 
walk,  Ralph’s 
Angels,  a  motorcy¬ 
cle  club  from  Cape 
Coral,  Fla.,  made  a 
grand  entrance  to 
the  park  and  deliv¬ 
ered  an  impressive 
donation.  With  the  very  generous  support 
of  the  Chairman’s  Office  and  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress, 
Team  Seminole  and  Shy’s  Team  were  able 
to  make  a  substantial  contribution.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Casino  pro¬ 
vided  the  refreshments  for  the  May  12 
activities  in  Immokalee. 


Judy  Weeks 

Members  of  Shy’s  Team  participating  in  the  warm  up. 


Members  of  Team  Seminole  and  Shy’s  Team  traveled  from  all  over  South  Florida  to 
support  Shyanna  and  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  Foundation. 


Judy  Weeks 

Edna  McDuffie  and  Shyanna  Escobar  are  all  smiles  as  they  wait  at  the  starting  line 
for  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  Foundation  Walk. 


The  Healthy  Senior 

risk.  Age  is  a 
major  risk  factor 
because  bones  become 
thinner  and  weaker  as  you  age. 

Heredity  can  also  increase  fracture  risk. 

Low  calcium  intake  appears  to  be  associat¬ 
ed  with  bone  loss.  Good  sources  of  calcium  include 
low-fat  dairy  products,  dark  green  leafy  vegetables, 
almonds  and  foods  fortified  with  calcium,  such  as 
orange  juice. 

Some  people  may  need  to  take  a  calcium 
supplement. 

Vitamin  D  plays  an  important  role  in  calci¬ 
um  absorption  and  bone  health.  It  is  made  in  the 
skin  through  exposure  to  sunlight.  Vitamin  D  pro¬ 
duction  decreases  in  the  elderly,  in  people  who  are 
housebound,  and  for  people  in 
general  during  the  winter. 
Depending  on  your  situation, 
you  may  need  to  take  vitamin  D 
supplements. 

Bone  responds  to  exer¬ 
cise  by  becoming  stronger. 
Weight-bearing  exercise  is  the 
best  for  your  bones.  Get  off  the 
sofa. 

Women  who  smoke 
have  lower  levels  of  estrogen 
compared  to  nonsmokers,  and 
they  often  go  through 
menopause  earlier.  Smokers 
also  may  absorb  less  calcium 
from  their  diets.  Quit. 

Regular  consumption 
of  two  to  three  ounces  a  day  of 
alcohol  may  be  damaging  to  the 
skeleton.  Heavy  drinkers  are 
more  prone  to  bone  loss  and 
fractures,  because  of  poor  nutri¬ 
tion  and  increased  risk  of 
falling.  Quit  or  at  least  cut 
down. 

People  may  not  know 
they  have  osteoporosis  until 
their  bones  become  so  weak  that 
a  bump  or  fall  causes  a  hip  to 
fracture  or  a  vertebra  to  col- 
Normal  bone  on  the  left  and  osteoporadic  bone  on  the  right  lapse.  See  your  doctor  for  a 

check-up. 

Following  a  compre¬ 
hensive  medical  assessment, 
your  doctor  may  recommend  that  you  have  your 
bone  mass  measured.  A  bone  mineral  density 
(BMD)  test  is  the  best  way  to  determine  your  bone 
health.  BMD  tests  can  identify  osteoporosis,  deter¬ 
mine  your  risk  for  fractures,  and  measure  your 
response  to  osteoporosis  treatment.  The  most  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  bone  mineral  density  test  is  called  a 
dual-energy  x-ray  absorptiometry  or  DXA  test. 

A  comprehensive  osteoporosis  treatment 
program  includes  a  focus  on  proper  nutrition,  exer¬ 
cise,  and  safety  issues  to  prevent  falls  that  may 
result  in  fractures.  In  addition,  your  physician  may 
prescribe  a  medication  to  slow  or  stop  bone  loss, 
increase  bone  density,  and  reduce  fracture  risk. 


of  them  are  women.  One  out  of  every  two  women 
and  one  in  four  men  over  50  will  have  an  osteo¬ 
porosis-related  fracture  in  their  lifetime. 

Our  bodies  remove  old  bone  and  replace  it 
with  new  bone.  During  our  growth  stage,  new  bone 
is  added  faster  than  old  bone  is  removed.  We  hit 
peak  bone  mass  around  age  30.  After  that  age,  we 
lose  more  bone  than  we  form. 

Who  is  at  risk  of  getting  osteoporosis? 

The  chances  are  greater  if  you  are  a 
woman.  Women  have  less  bone  tissue  and  lose 
bone  faster  than  men  because  of  changes  from 
menopause.  Small,  thin-boned  women  are  at  greater 
risk.  Caucasian  and  Asian  women  are  at  highest 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cietti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q.  Do  men  get  osteoporosis? 

A:  Yes,  men  do  get  osteoporosis,  but 
women  are  at  greater  risk. 

Osteoporosis,  or  porous  bone,  is  a  disease 
characterized  by  low  bone  mass  and  structural  dete¬ 
rioration  of  bone  tissue.  This  condition  creates  an 
increased  risk  of  fractures. 

Osteoporosis  is  a  major  public  health 
threat  for  44  million  Americans;  about  68  percent 


Cleaning  up  U.S.  Rivers:  Progress  But 
Much  Room  for  Improvement 


Q:  Are  we  making  progress  in  cleaning  up 
America’s  rivers? 

—  Maria  B„  via  e-mail 

A:  When  the  Cuyahoga  River  caught  fire 
in  downtown  Cleveland  in  June  of  1969,  a  nation 
already  becoming  more  aware  of  environmental 
problems  took  note.  Across  the  country,  people  were 
fed  up  with  bans  on  swimming  and  fishing  due  to 
growing  pollution  levels.  And  rampant  logging  was 
clogging  many  a  remote  river  system  with  soil  and 
debris,  making  them 
uninhabitable  by  the  fish 
that  had  evolved  there 
for  eons. 

In  1972,  in 
response  to  such  con¬ 
cerns,  Congress  passed 
the  landmark  Clean 
Water  Act,  which  regu¬ 
lates  the  discharge  of 
pollution  into  America’s 
waterways.  This  impor¬ 
tant  law  has  worked  well 
to  curtail  pollution  and 
keep  development  in 
check,  but  it  does  little  to 
restore  already  damaged 
river  ecosystems. 

Luckily,  a  large 
array  of  local  govern¬ 
ments,  nonprofit  organi¬ 
zations  and  ad  hoc  citi¬ 
zen  groups  has  risen  to 
the  challenge,  making 
the  United  States  the 
world’s  nexus  for  river 
restoration  work.  The 
National  River 
Restoration  Science 
Synthesis  Project,  a  2005 
survey  conducted  by 
leading  river  scientists, 
identified  37,000  differ¬ 
ent  river  restoration  projects  either  completed  or 
underway  across  the  U.S. 

According  to  the  survey,  American  taxpay¬ 
ers  and  foundations  have  invested  nearly  $15  billion 
in  U.S.  river  restoration  projects  —  or  about  $1  bil¬ 
lion  yearly  —  since  1990.  Projects  include  reforest¬ 
ing  riverbanks  to  curb  erosion,  recreating  natural 
river  channels  to  reduce  downstream  flooding, 
removing  dams  to  allow  fish  to  migrate  more  freely, 
and  restoring  wetlands  so  they  can  do  a  better  job  of 
filtering  pollution  naturally. 

Some  specific  high-profile  examples 
include  Native  Americans  and  farmers  working 
together  to  bring  wild  salmon  back  to  Oregon’s 


Umatilla  River,  and  the  creation  of  natural  habitat 
and  buffer  zones  along  Texas’  San  Antonio  River. 
And  General  Electric  finally  complied  with  state 
and  federal  mandates  to  begin  removal  of  the  PCBs 
they  had  dumped  in  New  York’s  Hudson  River  for 
years. 

“It’s  no  mystery  why  river  restoration  is 
booming,”  says  Andrew  Fahlund  of  American 
Rivers,  a  leading  nonprofit  rivers  advocacy  group. 
“Rivers  in  good  condition  more  readily  meet  the 

needs  of  the  surrounding 
community  than  polluted 
and  degraded  rivers.” 

A  new  House 
budget  resolution  calls 
for  increased  spending 
on  programs  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  raw 
sewage  going  into 
American  streams  and  to 
better  manage  the 
nation’s  168  designated 
“wild  and  scenic”  rivers. 
The  resolution  also  calls 
for  allocating  funds  for 
removing  obsolete  dams 
that  could  rupture  and 
threaten  nearby  commu¬ 
nities  with  potentially 
catastrophic  flash  floods. 

Despite  the 
positive  trends,  not  all 
rivers  are  doing  well. 
American  Rivers’  annual 
list  of  “America’s  Most 
Endangered  Rivers” 
highlights  river  ecosys¬ 
tems  across  the  United 
States  that  are  still  in 
disrepair  or  under  threat. 
Those  on  the  2007  list 
include  New  Mexico’s 
.mage.  Santa  Fe,  New  York’s 
Upper  Delaware,  Washington’s  White  Salmon, 
Texas’s  Neches,  Wisconsin’s  Kinnickinnic,  North 
Carolina’s  Neuse,  Alaska’s  Chuitna,  Iowa’s  name¬ 
sake  Iowa  River,  Arkansas’  and  Oklahoma’s  Lee 
Creek  and  California’s  San  Mateo  Creek. 

Contacts:  The  National  River  Restoration 
Science  Synthesis  Project,  nrrss.nbii.gov;  American 
Rivers,  www.americanrivers.org. 

Got  an  environmental  question?  Send  it  to: 
EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine,  P.O. 
Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  0688 1 ;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/archives.php. 
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Fad  Diets:  Setting  the  Record  Straight 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

We  are  constantly  being  bombarded  by  new 
diets  claiming  that  they  will  give  us  the  secret  for 
quick,  fast,  and  dramatic 
weight  loss.  The  U.S. 
diet  industry  brings  in 
almost  $40  billion  a  year 
through  diet  foods,  diet 
books,  diet  programs, 
and  various  other  weight- 
loss  gimmicks. 

Currently  on 
The  New  York  Times 
best-sellers  list  is  The 
Volumetries  Eating  Plan 
by  Barbara  Rolls.  This 
diet  claims  you  will 
achieve  easy  weight  loss 
by  eating  foods  that  help 
you  feel  full.  Also  on  the 
list  is  the  Extreme  Fat 
Smash  Diet  by  Ian  K. 

Smith,  who  states  that  if 
you  follow  this  diet  you 
will  lose  12  pounds  in 
the  first  three  weeks. 

Most  fad  diets 
have  some  common 
themes  —  one  of  which 
is  that  losing  weight  will 
be  quick  and  simple. 

Another  popular  claim  is  that  if  you  follow  their  plan 
you  will  not  be  hungry.  Labeling  foods  as  good  or  bad 
is  another  tool  that  is  commonly  seen  in  fad  diets. 


FIGHT 


ound 


Some  of  these  diets  even  go  as  far  as  eliminating 
foods  from  one  entire  nutrient  group  such  as  carbohy¬ 
drates  or  fats. 

The  truth  is  that 
there  is  no  magic  pill  for 
losing  weight.  However, 
with  continued  lifestyle 
changes  that  include 
healthy  eating  and  regu¬ 
lar  exercise,  it  can  be 
done.  When  starting  a 
weight  loss  program  a 
realistic  goal  is  to  lose 
one  to  two  pounds  a 
week.  It  is  important  to 
maintain  a  positive  out¬ 
look  and  set  goals  that  are 
realistic,  sensible  and 
flexible. 

For  assistance 
with  a  personalized 
weight  management  plan 
contact  the  nutritionist  at 
your  reservation’s  clinic. 
Sue  Fundingsland,  Big 
Cypress,  (863)  983- 
5198;  Beth  Morlang, 
Brighton,  (863)  763- 
0271;  Doris  Nicolas-Mir, 
Hollywood,  (954)  962- 
2009;  Charlotte  Porcaro, 

Immokalee,  (239)  867-3408. 

Below  is  a  chart  that  highlights  some  of  the 
most  popular  fad  diets: 
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Tribal  Citizens,  Employees  Attend  Health  Fair 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  This  year’s  Women’s 
Wellness  Health  Fair  was  held  in  the  Hollywood 
Tribal  Headquarters  Auditorium  Lobby  on  May  8. 
Tribal  women  and  employees  alike  browsed  several 
booth  displays  that  were  both  educational  and  enter¬ 
taining.  A  canvas  bag  was  given  to  all  who  attended  so 
that  they  could  fill  it  up  with  the  complimentary  good¬ 
ies  and  informational  brochures  about  women’s 
health-related  topics. 

The  Seminole  Tribe’s  Nutrition  Program 
focused  on  portion  size,  and  the  misconceptions  many 
have  regarding  what 
goes  into  a  healthful 
diet.  An  interactive 
guide  was  given  out  to 
help  women  learn  what 
healthful  foods  they 
could  substitute  when 
tempted  by  junk  food. 

The  booth  also  featured 
a  replica  of  one  pound 
of  fat  and  one  pound  of 
muscle  to  demonstrate 
the  larger  amount  of 
mass  that  was  taken  up 
by  the  fat  cells. 

The  clinic’s 
booth  focused  on  dia¬ 
betes  awareness  and 
prevention.  Finger 
prick  tests  were  given 
to  all  attendees  who 
wanted  one.  The 
Dental  Program  distrib¬ 
uted  gift  bags  contain¬ 
ing  toothpaste,  rinse 
and  a  tongue  scraper. 

Dr.  Joseph  M. 

Buckley,  a  chiropractor, 
was  available  to  check 
spinal  alignment.  Dr.  Dennis  Harkins,  from  Pines  West 
Chiropractic,  explained  that  if  the  spine  is  out  of  align¬ 
ment,  it  can  affect  the  circulation  of  blood  to  the 
organs.  He  went  on  to  explain  that  the  nerve  is  choked 
and  that  decreases  blood  flow. 

“Chiropractic  [care  is]  where  good  health 
comes  naturally,”  he  said. 

Cynthia  Reese,  from  Memorial  Healthcare 
System,  helped  explain  Shaken  Baby  Syndrome  with 
the  use  of  several  dolls.  She  demonstrated  the  effect 
that  a  few  sudden  movements  can  have  on  the  devel¬ 
oping  brain  of  an  infant.  She  helped  dispel  the  myth 
about  bouncing  a  baby  on  one’s  knee,  informing  atten¬ 
dees  they  should  not  do  that. 

“Many  new  parents  are  unaware  of  how  frag¬ 
ile  a  baby’s  brain  can  be  for  the  first  couple  of  years,” 
she  said. 

At  another  Memorial  Healthcare  System  sta¬ 
tion,  participants  learned  the  importance  of  mammo¬ 
grams.  Many  were  taught  how  to  perform  and  what  to 
look  for  when  doing  a  breast  self-exam. 

The  DiMaggio  Children’s  Hospital  at 
Memorial  promoted  awareness  about  cardiac  surgery. 


The  American  Vitiligo  Research  Foundation 
informed  us  about  vitiligo,  a  skin  condition  that  many 
associate  with  the  African  American  community,  but 
has  an  effect  on  all  races.  According  to  the  American 
Vitiligo  Research  Foundation,  vitiligo  is  a  skin  condi¬ 
tion  of  white  patches  that  result  in  loss  of  pigment. 

The  charity  was  there  to  promote  diversity  and  let  oth¬ 
ers  know  that  everyone  is  at  risk. 

The  Seminole  Family  Services  Department’s 
display  focused  on  something  that  everyone  could 
relate  to  —  stress.  Informative  flyers  where  handed 
out  and  everyone  was  encouraged  to  guess  how  many 


marbles  were  in  a  bowl  in  order  to  win  a  gift  basket 
full  of  things  to  help  one  relax. 

The  Adult  Vocational  Program  was  there  to 
let  the  women  know  that  they  are  available  to  assist 
Tribal  citizens  in  getting  their  GED,  provide  work 
experience  for  those  14  and  older,  and  assist  in  enroll¬ 
ment  in  vocational  programs. 

Fitness  instructor  Corry  Becker,  from  the 
Memorial  Healthcare  System,  educated  participants  on 
the  benefits  of  yoga.  Becky  introduced  the  Pink 
Ribbon  Yoga  which  is  a  restorative  yoga  for  anyone 
touched  by  breast  cancer.  She  said  yoga  classes  are 
taught  daily  at  Memorial  Regional  Hospital  in 
Hollywood  and  Pembroke  Pines;  they  even  have 
babysitting  services  for  children  6  months  to  1 1  years 
old. 

The  Environmental  Health  Program  provided 
food  thermometers  and  helped  explain  why  cooking 
food  to  the  proper  temperature  is  essential  to  good 
health.  Other  information  about  the  Environmental 
Health  Program  was  available  to  educate  about  the 
other  valuable  services  they  provided. 

Although  it  was  the  women’s  wellness  health 
fair,  several  men  showed  up  to  join  in  the  activities. 


Renee  Tigertail  takes  employee  Carlo  Gottshaw’s  blood  pressure.  He  was  one  of 
the  few  men  who  were  brave  enough  to  attend  the  Women’s  Health  Fair. 


Pine  Glade  Estates 

From  the  180 ’s 

INCLUDING  LOT 

Next  to  Everglades  Elementary  School 

•  Public  Water  *  Screened  Porch 

•  Knockdown  Ceilings  •  Mortals  Sod 

•  Architectural  Shingles  •  irrigation  System 


Basswood  Estates 

From  the  ISO’i 

INCLUDING  LOT 

Directly  off  of  Route  98,  conveniently  located 
just  north  of  Downtown  Okeechobee 

*  Architectural  Shingles  *  Structural  Slab 

•  Coach  &  Flood  Lights  *  Bahia  Sod 

»  Concrete  Block  Const  •  2  Car  Garage 


Come  see  our  decorated 
Model  Center  in 
Pine  Glades  Estates: 
819  SE  39th  Terrace 

for  more  Information,  >Jc  tatia 
contact:  Humberto  BaLrcs 

(863) 467  7392 


Atp  Bwtff  Okftna&U;  Better  Pkbt 


www.mnronda.co  m 
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Heritage  Day  Celebrated  in  Immokalee  Community 


Lily  Mora  prepares  her  piece  of  frybread. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  — 

Citizens  and  descendants  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  share  a 
rich  cultural  background  that  has 
evolved  over  approximately 
12,000  years. 

Native  Americans  inhabit¬ 
ing  the  Southeastern  portion  of  the 
United  States  developed  a  heritage 
known  as  the  Muscogulge  whose 
people  speak  dialects  derived  from 
either  the  Muskogee  or  Hitchiti 
language. 

The  Tribe’s  ancestors 
were  strong,  intelligent  and 
resourceful  people  who  flourished 
in  a  very  rich  but  hostile  environ¬ 
ment.  Beginning  as  hunter-gather¬ 
ers,  they  developed  a  society  that 
embraced  agriculture  and  harvest¬ 
ing  from  the  sea.  Prospering  and 
increasing  in  population  they 
became  a  very  strong  social  group 
until  the  arrival  of  foreigners  from 
the  other  side  of  the  world.  These 


said,  “These  stories  have  been 
passed  down  by  word  of  mouth  for 
many,  many  generations  and  I  have 
heard  them  numerous  times  while 
sitting  around  the  campfire.  They 
would  tell  us  these  things  when  we 
were  trying  to  go  to  sleep  and  no 


and  it  is  important  that  we  pass  this  on  to  our  off¬ 
spring.” 

Regardless  of  age,  everyone  participated  in  a 
wild  game  of  stickball  orchestrated  by  Victor  Billie. 
This  traditional  sport  brings  out  the  good-natured, 
aggressive  behavior  found  in  everyone. 

A  2-year-old  was  scrabbling  for  the  ball, 


matter  who  was  speaking,  they  were  while  an  elder  showed  no  mercy  as  she  swept  a 


always  the  same. 

Whether  relating  the  tale 
about  the  race  between  the  rabbit 
and  the  turtle  or  the  transformation 
of  a  man  into  a  snake,  she  was 
teaching  the  children  about  the 
brotherhood  of  mankind  and  the 


Judy  Weeks 

Herbert  Jim  has  a  captive  audi¬ 
ence  as  he  explains  how  to  make 
moccasins. 


Judy  Weeks 

Carol  Cypress  relates  stories  that  have  been 
passed  down  for  generations  about  the  history  of 
mankind. 


new  arrivals  encroached  upon  their  civilization  and  in 
approximately  500  years  managed  to  nearly  eliminate 
this  noble  race  of  mankind. 

Falling  back  upon  the  strong  will  and  deter¬ 
mination  of  their  forefathers,  these  indomitable  people 
found  the  strength  and  fortitude  to  survive  despite  the 
worst  of  adverse  conditions  and 
have  become  what  is  known 
today  as  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  While  adapting  to  cur- 


material  together  for  adequate  foot  gear. 

While  his  students  were  working  on 
their  projects,  Jim  told  his  captive  audience 
the  story  of  creation  and  the  origin  of  their 
clans.  The  children  listened  intently  and 
asked  some  very  pertinent  questions.  During 
the  second  day,  they  observed  the  crafting  of 
leather  pouches. 

While  helping  with  preparation  of 
the  daily  meal,  the  group  learned  from 
rent  conditions,  the  Tribe  recog-  Valeene  Clay  and  Virginia  and  Ann  Billie 
nizes  the  need  to  preserve  its  about  the  kinds  of  food  grown  by  their 
ancestors  and  the  methods  for  planting 
as  well  as  gathering  things  from  their 
environment.  Traditional  methods  of 
preparing  food  were  emphasized. 

Board  Representative 
Raymond  Garza  visited  the  cultural 
camp  both  days  and  remarked,  “I  am 
very  committed  to  supporting  cultural 
teachings  and  believe  that  this  is  very 
important  for  the  preservation  of  our 
people.  Our  heritage  is  the  one  connec¬ 
tion  that  makes  us  a  family  and  gives 
us  the  roots  we  need  to  survive  in 
today’s  fast-paced  society.  We  draw 
strength  and  pride  from  our  beginnings 


teenager  off  his  feet  and  then  threw  the  ball  for  a  scor¬ 
ing  point.  Before  the  game  was  over,  she  was  tackled 
and  lay  in  a  heap  of  patchwork  on  the  ground,  but  not 
for  long.  Jumping  to  her  feet,  she  elbowed  her  way 
across  the  playing  field,  leaving  fallen  opponents  in 
her  wake. 

Cheering  and  laughing,  the  players  enjoyed  a 
rules  by  which  they  must  live,  using  grand  finale  to  a  wonderful  cultural  experience, 
the  same  parables  she  had 

been  taught.  - 

Herbert  Jim  gave  -J- 

instruction  in  the  making 
of  moccasins.  Starting 
with  each  participant 
marking  the  leather  to  fit 
his  or  her  foot,  he  showed 
them  how  to  cut  the  prop¬ 
er  pattern  and  lace  the 


heritage  and  has  established  a 
cultural  program  for  this  pur- 


Judy  Weeks 

Tripping  David  Tahchawwickah,  Ann  Billie  scrambles  for 
the  ball  during  a  fast-paced  game  of  stickball. 


Virginia  Billie  watches  as  Lily  Mora  carefully  lowers  her  frybread  into 
the  pan. 


Amy  Clay  of  the 
Immokalee  Culture  Department 
summed  things  up  by  saying: 
“We  must  always  remember 
who  we  are,  what  we  as  red 
people  have  been  through  in 
order  to  be  here  and  continue  to 
fight  and  struggle  to  keep  our 
culture  and  language  alive.” 
Coordinating  the  services  of 
several  individuals,  she  organ¬ 
ized  a  Heritage  Day  celebration 
at  the  Immokalee  Cultural 
Village  on  May  11  and  12. 

During  the  two-day 
event,  participants  had  an 
opportunity  to  learn  about  their 
clans,  spiritual  beliefs,  survival 
techniques,  arts  and  crafts. 

They  witnessed  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  chickee,  from  the 
framework  to  the  eventual 
thatching  with  palm  fronds. 

As  instructors 

explained  how  their  ancestors 
survived  in  the  wilderness,  par¬ 
ticipants  had  a  chance  to  leam 
how  to  clean  a  turtle  and  a  deer. 
Both  boys  and  girls  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  assist  in  the 
food  preparation  over  the  open 
fire  in  the  cooking  chickee. 

Learning  how  to  build 
the  fire,  prepare  the  food  and 
cook  it,  the  youngsters  were 
particularly  enthusiastic  about 
making  pumpkin  bread  and  fry¬ 
bread. 

Carol  Cypress  enter¬ 
tained  the  group  with  some  sto¬ 
ries  from  their  ancestors.  She 


Judy  Weeks 

Jack  Tahchawwickah  intently  laces 
together  one  of  a  pair  of  moccasins 
he  created  at  the  Heritage  Day 
Celebration  in  Immokalee. 


(LtoR)  Aliyah  and  Alicia  Mora  enjoy  shaping  frybread  for  the 
afternoon  meal. 


Canisha  Cedartree  goes  to  Virginia  Billie’s  rescue  after  Paul 
Tahchawwichkah  knocks  her  down  while  his  parents,  David 
Tahchawwichkah  and  Amy  Clay,  laugh  with  glee. 


Judy  Weeks 

(LtoR)  Victor  Billie,  Herbert  Jim  and  Raymond  Garza  are  first  in  line 
to  sample  the  traditional  Seminole  dinner. 


Judy  Weeks 

Virginia  Billie  gives  Paul  Tahchawwickah  the  elbow  as  she  goes 
for  the  leather  ball. 


If  you  are  in  TROUBLE, 

Call: 

OUT  OF  TROUBLE  BAIL  BOND 

Bail  Agent:  Greg  James 

Office:  (863)  763-8955 
Cell:  (863)  801-1344 

Available  24  Hours 

Serving  Broward,  Glades,  Hendry,  Highlands, 
Indian  River,  Okeechobee  &  Martin  Counties. 


Land  For  Sale 

Near  Brighton  Reservation 


Land  for  Sale  off  721/Nine  Mile  Grade 
in  Highlands  County 
Only  minutes  to  Brighton  Reservation 
10  to  75  acre  parcels  available 
Possible  owner  financing 
Prices  range  from  $16,500  to  $19,500  per  acre 
Call  owner  anytime  at  863-634-7311 
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Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ed  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  yJi  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  in  el  uding  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODE  L 

*  POWERTRAIN  warranty 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

*  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  a i  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  get  huge 
savings  and  all  Financing  incentives  Tor  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 
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|  Princess  Pageant 
Set  for  July  28 


Southern  TurF  &  Tractor 

SAVINGS  PRICE 


*30,315 


L4330  GST 

With  Quick  Attach 
Front  End  Loader 
and  Backhoe 


Southern  Turf  &  Trade 


L383Q  GST 

With  Quick  Attach 
Front  End  Loader 
and  Backhoe 
with  Thumb 
Attachment 


O  CHEVROLET  05*80^*2  T  PONTIAC  BUICK  C5MCZ 


Submitted  by  Wanda  Bowers 

The  upcoming  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Princess  Pageant  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  July  28  in  the  Hollywood 
Tribal  Auditorium  at  7  p.m. 

All  ladies  18-25  enrolled  in 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  are 
qualified  to  run  for  the  title  of  Miss 
Florida  Seminole.  All  young  ladies 
12-17  who  are  Tribal  citizens  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  run  for  Jr.  Miss  Florida 
Seminole. 

All  those  who  qualify  to  run 
may  pick  up  an  application  in  the 
Tribal  Secretary’s  Office,  or  a  com¬ 
mittee  staff  member  can  e-mail,  fax 
or  mail  one  to  you. 

Please  call:  Wanda  Bowers, 
(954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1468,  Priscilla 
Sayen,  (954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1461, 
Salina  Dorgan,  (863)  763-3866,  or 
Alice  Billie,  (863)  902-3200,  Ext. 
1324  for  more  information. 


SAVINGS  PRICE 


*31,356 


Kubota 


Full  Factory 
Para  and  Service! 
We  Sen-ice  AIL  Makes, 
Wc  imke  bpdliulk  bum. 
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"iTf  M  JCm  ^  Bast  Sugarland  Hi* 
f  Lit  I  Of  Clewislon.  FL  33440 

TtSCtOt  863-983-4484 


WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL! 


THE  NEW  2007  MODELS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1,000  VEHICLES  IN  ST0CK1 1 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  »  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise  p 

On  Sunrise  Blvd.  jusl  eosl  of  Sowgrass  Expwy,  I? 

PLEASE  CAU  TOLL-FREE  r 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Man  Fri  9om-9pm, 

Sol  flom-fipm,  Sun  1 2-6pm 

SERVICE  HOURS:  For  value 

Mon-Frr  7om-6pmr  Sal  7am-3pm  and  servke  It's 

Ed  Morse,  of  tours  el 
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THE  SEMINOLE  T 

IS  CELEBRATING  IT'S  50TH  ANNIVERS  HI 
OF  THE  SIGNING  OF  THEIR  CONSTITUTION. 

BE  A  PART  OF  IT! 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
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Experienced  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 


Former  Government  Prosecutor 


*  Federal  and  State  Crimes 


Assault  and  Battery 


-  Felonies 


Misdemeanors 


Probation  Violations 


Domestic  Violence 


Criminal  Record  Sealing  and  Expunging 


■  Sex  Comes 


■  Prostitution 


Drug  Cases 


White  Collar  and  Economic  Crimes. 


Free  Consultation  (954)462.1 192 
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Se  Habla  Espanol 
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New  Council 
Meets  Post- 
Election 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  June 
13,  Tribal  Council  members,  both  old 
and  new,  gathered  for  business  as 
usual  and  for  the  first  time  since 
being  elected  on  May  14.  They 
passed  17  resolutions  including: 

Resolution  7:  Ratification 
of  the  original  works  of  art  commis¬ 
sion  agreement  between  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  and  artist  Sandra 
Kuck; 

Resolution  11:  Transfer  of 
interest  and  rights  in  a  home  site 
together  with  improvements- 
Hollywood  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  12:  Aquatic 
Plant  Management,  Inc.  service 
agreement  for  invasive  exotic  plant 
removal  program  work  on  the  Big 
Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  13:  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  Emergency 
Management  Program  policy  adop¬ 
tion; 

Resolution  14:  Amendment 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Indian  Casino  401(K)  plan  effective 
July  1,  2007; 

Resolution  15:  Submission 
of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum’s 
application  for  accreditation  to  the 
American  Association  of  Museums; 

Resolution  16:  Approval  of 
agreement  with  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  -  Hollywood  for 
Seminole  Princess  Pageant; 

Resolution  21:  Amended 
Grant  of  Easement  for  right-of-way 
(1,351  feet  by  68  feet)  to  Roman 
Gate  Enterprises  Incoiporated-Big 
Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  22:  Wachovia 
Master  Equipment  lease/purchase 
agreement  as  amended  by  schedule 
1G:  wavier  of  sovereign  immunity; 
and 

Resolution  23:  CBS 
Outdoor  bulletin  agreement  for  Billie 
Swamp  Safari. 


The  Tribal  Council  and  Board  of  Directors  Representatives:  (L-R)  David  Cypress,  Max  Osceola  Jr.,  Roger  Smith, 
Mitchell  Cypress,  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  Cicero  Osceola  and  Johnnie  Jones 


Council,  Board  Swear-In  Beneath  Council  Oak 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  newly-elected  Tribal 
Council  —  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Big  Cypress 
Representative  David  Cypress,  Brighton  Representative 
Roger  Smith  and  Hollywood  Representative  Max  Osceola 
Jr.  —  and  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  —  President 
Richard  Bowers,  Big  Cypress  Representative  Cicero 
Osceola,  Brighton  Representative  Johnnie  Jones  and 
Hollywood  Representative  Gloria  Wilson  —  met  under 
the  Council  Oak  tree  for  a  swearing-in  ceremony  on 
June  4. 

Event  emcee,  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr., 
opened  the  ceremony  by  discussing  the  significance  of 
having  the  event  beneath  the  Council  Oak,  calling  it  a 
“very  historical  place.” 

“So  many  of  the  early  decisions  were  made  under 
this  tree,”  he  said. 


He  then  offered  an  invocation  and  read  his  poem, 
The  Council  Oak,  before  introducing  the  Color  Guard, 
which  presented  the  colors.  Several  children  from  the 
Seminole  Preschool,  under  the  direction  of  Language 
Department  Director  Jo  M.  North,  led  the  audience  in  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  They  recited  the  pledge  in  English, 
Mikasuki  and  Creek. 

About  15  Tribal  elders,  led  by  Betty  Osceola, 
then  sang  two  hymns  in  praise  of  the  leaders  who  will 
head  the  Tribe.  Emcee  Jumper  then  introduced  the 
Seminole  royalty  present:  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 
Yescas,  Jr.,  Miss  Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  and  Little  Miss 
Seminole  Krysta  Burton. 

Guest  speaker  Matthew  Tiger,  Creek  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  speaker  of  the  house,  then  took  the  mic. 

♦  See  INAUGURATION,  page  5 


Father’s  Day  Celebration  in  Immokalee 


By  Judy  Weeks  the  partygoers  who  turned  out  in  record  numbers  to  pay 

IMMOKALEE  —  Members  of  the  Immokalee  tribute  to  their  fathers  and  uncles. 

Seminole  community  gathered  at  the  Gym  on  the  evening  The  facilities  had  been  transformed  with  a  mas- 

of  May  13  in  celebration  of  Father’s  Day.  The  threat  of  an  culine  flair  using  camouflage  tablecloths,  canvas  chan- 
impending  rain  storm  did  nothing  to  dampen  the  spirits  of  covers  with  hunter  green  accents  and  floral  centerpieces, 

which  incorporated  sun¬ 
flowers  with  woodland 
greenery.  Alligators,  fishing 
and  hunting  trophies  deco¬ 
rated  the  walls. 

Raffle  tickets  were 
distributed  among  the  male 
members  of  each  family 
group,  who  eventually 
received  an  opportunity  to 
draw  a  number  for  the 
numerous  gifts  on  display. 
The  items  to  be  awarded 
included  fishing  gear  and 
barbeque  equipment.  A 
mountain  of  black  party 
bags  concealed  entertain¬ 
ment  products,  men’s 
cologne,  magazines,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  gag  gifts  which 
brought  hoots  from  the 
audience. 

With  the  dimming 
of  the  lights,  everyone 
rushed  to  take  their  seats  in 
anticipation  of  the  photo 
presentation  which  had 


Tony  Cantu  was  first  in  line  for  a  slice  of  the  Father’s  Day  cake. 


See  FATHER,  page  8 


Tribal  Citizen 
Graduates 
from  Police 

Allen  Colon  Will  be  Third 
Seminole  in  SPD 

By  Judy  Weeks 

FT.  MYERS,  Fla.  —  Tribal  citizen  Allen  Colon 
achieved  a  lifelong  goal  when  he  graduated  from  the 
Southwest  Florida  Public  Service  Academy  as  a  member 
of  the  111th  Basic  Law  Enforcement  Class  on  June  8. 

Commencement  proceedings  took  place  at 
Dunbar  High  School  in  Ft.  Myers.  Assistant  Director  of 
the  School  and  Law 
Enforcement 
Coordinator  Patrick 
Flahive  presented 
the  class  before  a 
crowded  auditori¬ 
um. 

“These  stu¬ 
dents  have  complet¬ 
ed  768  hours  of 
training  and  are  the 
111th  Class  in  the 
history  of  our 
school,”  Flahive 
said.  “Of  38  stu¬ 
dents,  not  one  failed 
to  complete  the 
course.  Even  more 
remarkable,  I  am 
proud  to  say  that 
they  have  achieved 
the  highest  academ¬ 
ic  average  of  any 
class  to  date  with  a 
93  to  98  percentile. 

This  will  set  a  very  high  standard  for  those  who  will  fol¬ 
low  in  their  footsteps.” 

Continuing  Flahive  remarked,  “The  111th  Class 
frequently  competed  in  exercises  and  games  with  the  fire 
department,  office  of  corrections  and  other  law  enforce¬ 
ment  groups  during  their  course  of  study  and  have 
remained  undefeated.” 

Officer  Keith  Henson  of  the  Florida  Department 
of  Corrections  then  presented  the  graduation  certificates 
to  the  111th  Class. 

❖  See  COLON,  page  6 


Judy  Weeks 

Allen  Colon 


Two  Teens  Heading 
to  National  High 
School  Rodeo  Finals 


Photo  Submitted  By  Tabitha  Osceola 

Shelby  Osceola 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Two  rising  rodeo  stars,  Shelby 
Osceola,  18,  and  Jacoby  Johns,  16,  are  heading  for  the 
National  High  School  Rodeo  Association  (NHSRA)  finals 
in  Springfield,  Ill.  on  July  23.  They  qualified  for  the 
national  finals  after  winning  at  the  Florida  High  School 
Rodeo  Association  (FHSRA)  state  finals. 

At  the  state  finals,  Osceola,  of  Hollywood,  won 
fourth  place  in  breakaway  and  Johns,  of  Brighton,  placed 
second  in  bareback  riding. 

More  than  300  students  participate  in  FHRSA 
and  only  the  top  four  in  each  event  are  invited  to  the  state 
finals.  The  two  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  citizens  will 
join  approximately  1,500  rodeo  competitors  from  40 
states  and  five  Canadian  provinces. 

The  NHSRA  is  the  world’s  largest  rodeo,  at 
which  students  compete  for  national  titles,  awards  and 
scholarships. 

This  is  the  last  year  Osceola  will  compete  in  high 
school  rodeo.  She  graduated  this  school  year  from 
Hollywood  Christian  School  and  plans  to  attend  Troy 
State  University  in  Troy,  Ala.  in  the  fall  on  a  rodeo  schol¬ 
arship. 

Osceola  competed  in  volleyball  and  softball  as 
well  as  participated  in  4-H  until  she  made  the  decision  to 
devote  all  of  her  efforts  to  the  sport  of  rodeo. 

♦  See  NHSRA,  page  20 
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Who  is  she?  See  next  issue  for  the  answer. 
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New  Tribune  Editor  Elizabeth  Leiba 


I  am  pleased  and  hon¬ 
ored  to  introduce  myself  as  the 
new  editor  of  The  Seminole 
Tribune.  I  look  forward  to  this 
wonderful  opportunity  to  learn, 
grow  and  serve  the  Seminole 
community. 

Please  feel  free  to  con¬ 
tact  me  with  any  questions  or 
concerns  at  (954)  985-5702  or 
by  e-mail  at  ElizabethLeiba 
@semtribe.com. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  1260,  fax  (954)  967-3482,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  Florida  33024. 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  July  20,  2007 

Deadline:  July  5,  2007 

Issue:  August  10,  2007 

Deadline:  July  25,  2007 

Issue:  August  31,  2007 

Deadline:  August  15,  2007 

Issue:  September  21,  2007 

Deadline:  September  5,  2007 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 
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June  29,  2007 


A  Message  From  President  Richard  Bowers 


Che  hun  to  mo, 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  accept  my  new  po 
president  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc. 

This  is  an  exciting  time  for  our  Seminole  Tribe, 
soon  embark  on  different  endeavors  and  set  out  to  surpass 
of  our  goals.  I  am  very 
proud  to  be  involved  in 
all  these  efforts  as  the 
newly  elected  president 
and  will  lead  with  the 
best  interest  of  the 
Tribe  always  at  the 
forefront  of  our  initia¬ 
tives.  I  will  do  every¬ 
thing  in  my  power  to 
properly  promote  and 
preserve  our  culture, 
our  business,  and  the 
success  of  old  and  new 
generations  alike. 

I  would  like  to 
thank  those  who  sup¬ 
ported  my  candidacy.  I 
will  always  be  grateful 
for  your  staunch  sup¬ 
port  and  for  your  trust. 

I  look  forward  to  the 
work  we  can  accom¬ 
plish  together,  and 
would  like  to  stress  the 
importance  of  unity  and 
teamwork  during  my 
tenure.  For  this  reason, 

I  would  like  to  reach 
out  to  every  individual, 
even  those  who  did  not 
cast  their  vote  for  me, 


and  invite  all  of  you  to  the  table  to  work  together  with  me  to  pro- 
st  as  vide  the  best  possible  service  to  our  Seminole  communities. 

I  have  a  positive  vision  of  what  we  can  achieve,  and  I 
We  will  know  that  if  we  work  together,  the  possibility  of  reaching  and 

many  exceeding  that  vision  is  limitless.  I  am  truly  committed  to  this 

very  important  responsibility  that  you  have 
entrusted  me  with,  and  I  am  prepared  to  put  forth 
my  utmost  effort  and  dedication  to  this  task. 

My  family  and  I  humbly  thank  you  for 
bestowing  upon  me  the  greatest  responsibility 
anyone  can  have.  I  look  forward  to  continue 
building  upon  the  strong  foundation  that  the 
predecessors  to  this  post  have  laid  out,  in  order 
to  provide  for  future  generations  of  Seminole 
Tribe  Members. 

I  would  like  to  end  this  letter  with  a 
special  thank  you  to  my  daughter,  a  member  of 
the  Bird  Clan  for  sewing  my  inauguration  shirt; 
it  was  beautiful.  I  am  also  proud  of  her  for  pre¬ 
serving  and  continuing  in  the  Seminole  culture. 
Shonaabashsha. 

Respectfully, 


President  Richard  Bowers  Jr. 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc. 


Please  See  Page  3,  Bowers 
Discusses  Future  Ventures 


_ Editorials _ 

Tracking  Indian  Students 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor 's  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is 
Director  of  Catching  the  Dream,  a  national 
scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your 
comments  on  this  column,  inquiries  about 
scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  CTD 
grants.  His  e-mail  address  is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The  opinions  he 
expresses  are  his  own.  ©  2007] 

Indian  students  are  tracked  in 
school,  producing  some  horrible  and  unde¬ 
sirable  results.  No  one  talks  about  this 
problem,  but  we  need  to  talk  about  it  and 
address  it. 

I  met  a  young  lady  a  few  weeks 
ago  who  was  astounding.  She  had  a  GPA 
of  over  4.1  on  a  scale  of  1-4.2.  Students 
who  take  Advanced  Placement,  or  AP 
classes,  can  earn  a  5.0  for  an  A  in 
these  classes. 

They  can  take  two  out  of 
five  of  these  classes,  so  their  GPA 
can  be  as  high  as  4.2.  In  other 
words,  a  4.2  for  an  AP  student  would 
be  the  same  as  a  4.0,  or  a  straight  A 
average  for  a  student  not  registered 
in  AP  classes. 

There  are  so  few  Indians  in 
AP  classes  that  I  was  all  excited  for 
her.  She  is  an  ideal  candidate  to 
apply  for  a  scholarship  from  us,  I 
thought.  Then  she  took  the  ACT; 
instead  of  getting  a  32,  the  99th  per¬ 
centile,  she  scored  a  22,  the  50th 
percentile. 

Naturally  this  set  her  back 
on  her  heels.  Her  heart  was  broken.  I 
talked  to  her  mother  for  half  an  hour 
and  we  are  going  to  help  her  take  the 
ACT  again,  and,  I  hope,  score  high¬ 
er.  This  girl  was  thinking  about 
going  to  Harvard.  But  she  cannot  get  into 
an  Ivy  League  with  that  ACT  score. 

I  wish  she  had  taken  the  Pre-ACT 
(PACT)  as  a  junior  to  see  how  she  would 
do  on  it.  But  no  one  at  her  school  had  tried 
to  put  her  in  touch  with  us.  I  asked  her 
mother  if  she  was  studying  for  the  test,  or 
taking  one  of  the  prep  courses  such  as  the 
Princeton  Review  or  the  ACT  self-study, 
and  she  was  not.  I  hope  she  will  start  one 
right  away. 

And  I  hope  her  sister,  who  is  a 
sophomore  and  just  as  smart  as  she  is,  will 
start  preparing  for  the  ACT  early.  It  would 
be  wonderful  if  both  girls,  who  are  being 
raised  by  their  mother  with  no  help  from 
their  father,  could  go  to  Ivy  League  col¬ 
leges  and  have  their  life  in  high  gear  by  the 
time  they  are  22  years  old. 

I  thought  back  to  a  Tribe  I  worked 
with  in  Oklahoma  a  decade  ago.  The  chil¬ 
dren  from  this  Tribe  had  to  attend  one  of 
the  most  backward  schools  in  the  state. 

The  school  required  all  Indian  students  to 
ride  in  the  back  of  the  school  bus! 

This  was  not  Mississippi  in  1954 
—  this  was  Oklahoma  in  1992. 1  helped 


them  prepare  a  lawsuit,  which  they  filed 
with  the  Office  of  Civil  Rights  (OCR)  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  OCR 
came  in  that  summer  and  told  the  school 
district  they  had  to  get  into  the  20th 
Century,  and  that  their  brand  of  segregation 
was  illegal.  They  also  had  a  jail  at  the 
school,  which  mostly  housed  Indian  stu¬ 
dents. 

The  son  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Tribal  education  department  had  been  the 
first  Indian  valedictorian  the  previous  year. 
Even  though  the  student  population  was  58 
percent  Indian,  the  top  student  had  always 
been  an  Anglo.  But  when  he  got  to  college, 
he  almost  flunked  out. 

The  counselor  had  told  him  he  did 
not  need  to  take  advanced  algebra,  geome¬ 
try,  and  trigonometry.  Instead  of  taking 


solid  courses,  he  had  been  shunted  into  dri¬ 
ver’s  ed,  basic  math,  and  other  traditionally 
easier  courses,  known  as  “crip  courses.” 

When  the  committee  and  I  exam¬ 
ined  the  transcripts  of  nine  of  their  students 
who  were  in  college,  we  were  shocked.  It 
was  clear  the  school  had  three  tracks  — 
college  prep,  farmer  prep,  and  bonehead. 
The  college-bound  kids  took  the  college 
prep,  the  farmer  kids  took  the  agricultural 
and  vocational  courses  and  the  Indian  kids 
were  all  in  the  bonehead. 

It  was  one  of  the  most  blatant 
instances  of  racism  I  have  ever  seen.  The 
committee  took  the  matter  in  hand  and 
demanded  and  got  some  changes. 

Ironically,  this  school  district  was  the  rich¬ 
est  one  in  the  state,  with  over  $10,000  per 
student  per  year.  But  it  had  a  high  dropout 
rate  for  Indian  students. 

Someone  needs  to  look  at  how 
tracking  affects  Indian  students.  I  have 
been  reviewing  research  on  Indian  educa¬ 
tion  for  over  35  years,  and  don’t  remember 
the  subject  ever  being  addressed. 

More  than  85  percent  of  Indian 
students  now  attend  public  schools.  It  is  in 


these  schools  that  the  fate  of  Indian  stu¬ 
dents  is  sealed  by  the  fact  of  tracking.  Few 
of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  schools 
have  advanced  to  the  point  that  they  are 
preparing  their  students  for  college;  they 
should  do  it,  but  they  don’t. 

And  it  is  in  the  public  schools  that 
Indian  students  are  placed  into  bonehead  or 
vocational  courses  instead  of  into  college 
prep  courses.  Indian  parents  and  Tribal 
education  people  need  to  start  working  to 
change  this  situation. 

Students  can  deal  with  this  situa¬ 
tion  themselves  —  if  they  can  get  help 
early  enough.  A  student  who  takes  the 
PACT  in  the  junior  year  will  have  time  to 
improve  a  low  score,  provided  the  student 
does  the  right  things. 

There  are  basically  five  things  a 
student  can  do  to  improve  his  score. 
One  is  to  re-take  the  ACT  a  number 
of  times.  My  scholarship  program, 
Catching  the  Dream,  will  pay  for 
Native  students  who  cannot  afford 
the  costs  of  the  ACT.  But  retaking  it 
without  preparation  is  futile. 

Before  retaking  it,  a  second 
thing  they  can  do  is  to  start  cram¬ 
ming.  The  Princeton  Review,  and 
ACT  or  SAT  self-study  courses  are 
available  in  most  high  school 
libraries. 

The  third  thing  they  can  do 
is  to  start  reading  heavily.  The  girl  I 
met  recently  and  the  Oklahoma  vale¬ 
dictorian  were  both  not  heavy  read¬ 
ers.  It  is  never  too  late  to  start  read¬ 
ing.  And  when  I  say  heavy  reading  I 
mean  about  two  books  a  week  or 
more. 

I  can  hear  the  screaming 
already.  Almost  no  Indian  students 
read  that  much.  Most,  at  least  90  percent, 
read  nothing  at  all  outside  their  classroom 
texts.  But  I  can  guarantee  all  of  them  that 
reading  heavily  will  improve  their  scores 
considerably. 

The  fourth  thing  they  can  do  is  to 
take  one  of  the  test  preparation  courses, 
such  as  the  Kaplan.  They  cost  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  but  they  are  well  worth  the 
cost  for  people  who  can  afford  them. 

And  the  fifth  thing  they  can  do  is 
to  take  college  prep  courses.  One  mother  I 
met  at  a  conference  said  she  has  a  son  who 
has  already  taken  the  ACT  twice,  and  he  is 
only  a  sophomore!  His  scores  are  already 
good  enough  to  get  him  into  Stanford. 

A  student  who  is  a  freshman, 
sophomore,  or  junior  can  make  sure  he  or 
she  takes  advanced  algebra,  geometry  and 
trigonometry,  for  instance.  That  student  can 
also  make  sine  he  takes  at  least  one  writing 
and  composition  class  and  an  advanced 
class  on  literature. 

Parents  and  students  cannot  start 
too  early  preventing  tracking.  Parents  need 
to  intervene  forcefully  to  make  sure  their 
students  are  getting  the  right  courses. 


Letters  &  E-mail 


Dear  Editor, 

I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know 
how  good  of  a  time  we  had  at  the 
Billie  Swamp  Airboat  Ride  Tour.  My 
friends  and  I  were  on  vacation  and 
drove  from  Ft.  Lauderdale  for  the 
tour. 

John  was  our  tour  guide,  and 
he  did  a  great  job  of  showing  us 
things  of  interest.  He  was  very  knowl¬ 
edgeable,  patient  and  gave  us  plenty 
of  opportunities  for  pictures  we  prob¬ 
ably  wouldn’t  have  gotten  with  some¬ 
one  else.  He  is  an  asset  to  your  Tribe. 
Please  let  John  know  that  I  contacted 
you  and  let  him  know  that  we  had 
fun. 

Sincerely, 

Diane  (and  3  friends)  from 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 
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President  Bowers  Hosts  Banquets, 
Discusses  Future  Ventures 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

To  thank  his  constituents, 

Richard  Bowers,  the  newly  elected 
president  of  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  Inc.,  hosted  a  luncheon  at 
Brighton  Seminole  Reservation  and  a 
dinner  at  Big  Cypress  Reservation  on 
June  13.  He  also  hosted  a  dinner  at 
Hollywood  Reservation  on  June  1 1 . 

“I  want  to  thank  all  of  you 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  to  let  me 
represent  you  and  work  with  you,” 
said  Bowers  at  Brighton. 

He  spoke  briefly  before  the 
buffet  was  served  to  a  large  crowd 
that  gathered  indoors  at  the  gymnasi¬ 
um.  Mary  Jo  Micco  catered  the  meal 
of  Seminole  favorites  such  as  Indian 
stew.  Bowers  thanked  her  for  staying 
up  all  night  to  prepare  the  food. 

“I  grew  up  here  at  Brighton 
so  it  is  always  good  to  be  here,”  he 
said.  “Most  people  have  been  telling 
me  they  are  glad  to  see  me  around.” 

Bowers  said  he  has  been  busy 
since  his  inauguration  setting  up  his 
offices.  In  an  effort  to  improve  and  expand  communi¬ 
cations,  he  has  added  full-time  employees  at  the 
President’s  Offices  at  Brighton  and  Big  Cypress. 
Reina  Osceola  is  the  President’s  administrative  assis¬ 
tant  at  Brighton  Cattle  &  Range  Offices  and  Esther 
Buster  is  his  administrative  assistant  at  Big  Cypress 
Cattle  &  Range  Offices. 


Bowers  wanted  to  let  the  residents  know  that 
under  his  leadership,  the  Board  of  Directors  will  be 
tackling  projects  to  return  profits  to  Tribal  citizens  as 
quickly  as  they  can.  He  said  the  Board  is  looking  at 
new  ventures,  especially  in  the  cattle  industry. 

Bowers  introduced  Brighton’s  Board 
Representative  Johnnie  Jones.  Jones  got  a  big  round  of 
applause  when  he  said,  “Things  are  going  to  be  step¬ 


ping  up  here  at  Brighton  with  Richard  here.  Thank 
you  all  for  giving  me  another  chance  to  serve  you  for 
the  next  two  years.” 

Pastor  Wonder  Johns  led  the  prayer,  but  first 
he  had  a  few  words  for  everyone. 

“Richard  is  taking  over  now  and  I  know  he 
has  a  vision,”  Johns  said.  “Let’s  support  him  and  pray 
for  him.  But  remember,  if  we  want  something  done, 
we  all  need  to  work  for  it.  Let’s  do  our  part, 
too.” 

After  eating  lunch,  Bowers  took  time 
to  speak  with  many  residents  individually 
about  their  concerns  and  answer  their  ques¬ 
tions. 

He  elaborated  on  what  the  Board  is 
doing  to  work  toward  future  profits. 

“In  my  campaign  I  spoke  about  mak¬ 
ing  the  cattle  business  more  profitable  through 
vertical  integration,”  he  said.  “We  call  that 
‘from  the  pasture  to  the  plate.’  We  are  working 
on  that  now  to  make  it  a  reality.” 

Bowers  said  he  envisions  restaurants 
at  Tribally-owned  Hard  Rock  Hotels  buying 
and  serving  Seminole  beef  to  patrons  from  all 
over  the  world.  He  said  Seminole  beef  could 
become  available  in  grocery  stores  and  meat 
markets.  It  has  potential  for  national  and  inter¬ 
national  trade. 

The  nation’s  top  meat  producers  raise 
their  own  cattle,  process  the  meat,  package  it 
and  sell  it  in  grocery  stores  nationwide. 

“Right  now,  when  the  Tribe  makes  a 
buck  from  cattle,  the  sale  goes  one  time  around  and  it 
is  out  of  here,”  Bowers  said.  “Whereas,  when  it  comes 
back  and  we  sell  our  own  products  it  will  circle 
around  the  Indian  communities  and  Indian  businesses, 
so  the  dollars  are  spent  here.” 

Bowers  said  he  expects  the  plans  for  vertical 
integration  should  come  to  fruition  within  a  year. 


— -Protect  yourself  from  -  - 
making  a  mistake.  II 

“"Practice  these  simple  phrases! 

“No,  you  can’t  search  my  car.” 

“No,  you  can’t  search  my  home." 
"No,  I  don’t  want  to  talk  with  you.” 
“Call  my  lawyer!” 

Call  Guy  Seligman 

954-760-7600 

24  hours  a  day 
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Mom  Meka  Burgess  walks  Nikko  Dakota  Doctor  across  the  stage  at  his  last  pageant. 


Nikko  Dakota  Doctor  Competes  in 
Sunburst  International  Pageant 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Nikko  Dakota 
Doctor  is  an  accomplished  model  with  two  non¬ 
exclusive  modeling  contracts  and  several  pag¬ 
eant  wins  under  his  belt.  He  cruises  the  catwalk 
with  confidence  and  his  glossy  photographs 
capture  his  varied  looks:  from  sophisticated  in  a 
sleek  black  tuxedo  to  Renaissance  man  in  a  cor¬ 
duroy  suit  and  brown  tortoise  shell  glasses. 

As  he  runs  around  parents  Nathan 
Doctor  and  Meka  Burgess’  living  room,  chasing 
his  3-month-old  puppy  Brownie  and  taking 
swigs  from  his  sippy  cup,  it’s  hard  to  believe  he 
is  only  23-months-old. 

“Nikko  is  a  little  firecracker,”  laughed 
his  mother.  “He  has  a  lot  of  energy.  You  have  to 
drink  a  lot  of  Red  Bull  to  stay  with  him!” 

Like  any  other  toddler,  he  likes  watch¬ 
ing  The  Little  Einstein  and  The  Mickey  Mouse 
Club.  He  loves  eating  spaghetti  and  bananas  and 
his  favorite  toy  is  a  Cabbage  Patch  Kid  doll 
named  David. 

But  recently  his  parents  discovered  that 
he  had  a  hidden  talent. 

Nikko’s  parents  entered  him  into  his 
first  pageant  earlier  this  year,  just  for  fun.  They 
were  walking  through  Pembroke  Lakes  Mall 
and  saw  a  sign  recruiting  children  for  a  model¬ 
ing  contest.  They  entered  Nikko  and  he  won. 

“It  just  started  out  as  a  joke,”  said 
Burgess.  “He  happened  to  win.  And  every  con¬ 
test  and  pageant,  he’s  winning  first  place  and 
he’s  taking  everything  with  a  sweep.” 

A  modeling  scout  spotted  Nikko  at  his 
first  pageant  and  he  was  able  to  snag  his  first 
modeling  contract.  Then  it  was  off  to  the  next 
level  of  competition  in  Orlando,  where  he  won 
several  categories  in  his  age  group,  including 
Best  Dressed,  Best  Personality,  Prettiest  Eyes, 

Best  Hair  and  another  modeling  contract. 

Nikko  will  be  competing  in  the 
Sunburst  International  Model  Search  and  Beauty 
Pageant  as  a  Florida  state  finalist  in  Atlanta  July  27- 
29.  His  parents  are  preparing  him  to  compete  by 
teaching  him  to  wave,  smile,  bow  on  cue  and  blow 
kisses  to  the  audience. 

They  also  will  be  bringing  his  Seminole  her¬ 
itage  to  the  competition  by  having  a  long  shirt  and  hat 
made  for  Nikko  to  wear. 


“I’d  like  him  to  wear  that  outfit  to  meet  the 
judges  and  be  introduced  in  traditional  clothing,”  said 
Burgess.  “As  far  as  I  know,  he’s  the  only  Seminole  in 
that  particular  pageant  this  year.” 

At  the  pageant  in  Atlanta,  Nikko  will  have  a 
five-minute  interview  with  the  judges  and  walk  the 
catwalk  where  the  judges  will  assess  his  facial  beauty, 
poise  and  attire.  In  the  2-year-old  category,  where 
Nikko  will  compete  due  to  his  July  birthday,  the  prizes 
include  a  $10,000  savings 
bond,  a  6-foot  trophy,  a 
sash  and  toys. 

Nikko  has  lots  of 
supporters  at  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida.  His  spon¬ 
sors  include  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress, 
Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.,  Board  President 
Richard  Bowers,  Housing 
Department  Director  Troy 
Clay,  Tribal  citizens 
Francine  Osceola,  Moses 
Jumper,  Virginia  Mitchell, 
the  Recreation  Department, 
the  Payroll  Department  and 
Myma  Loy  Bail  Bonds  in 
Ft.  Lauderdale. 

His  parents  said 
they  have  big  hopes  for  the 
pageant  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

“It’s  been  quite  a 
ride  since  February,”  said 
his  mother.  “So  we’re 
looking  for  bigger  and  bet¬ 
ter  things.” 
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Tribe  Hosts  Indigenous  Justice  Workshop 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Seminole  Tribe’s  Dispute  Resolution 
Center  and  the  members  of  the  Court 
Committee  hosted  Ada  Pecos  Melton  for 
a  two-day  workshop  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino,  June  11-12.  The  work¬ 
shop,  “Indigenous  Justice  and 
Restorative  Justice  Systems:  Developing 
Justice  Systems  from  a  Native  American 
Perspective,”  dealt  with  how  to  create  a 
court  system  specifically  tailored  to  the 
Seminole  Tribe. 

Melton  (Pueblo  of  Jemez)  is 
CEO  of  American  Indian  Development 
Associates  (AIDA).  According  to  the 
website,  www.aidainc.net,  AIDA  “is  a 
comprehensive  resource  for  Tribal,  state 
and  federal  agencies,  service  providers, 
and  community  members  seeking 
information  related  to  crime,  violence 
and  victimization  issues  in  American 
Indian  and  Alaska  Native  communities.” 

She  is  no  stranger  to  the  Tribal 
justice  system,  explaining  she  has 
worked  in  the  field  for  30  years.  Melton 
said  she  began  her  career  as  a  juvenile 
probation  officer  in  Indian  Country  and 
then  worked  in  a  first  offender  program 
before  going  on  to  assist  with  the 
formation  of  Tribe-specific  justice 
systems. 

Now,  through  her  AIDA  organization,  Melton 
works  with  many  Tribes  to  assist  them  in  developing 
their  own  unique  Tribal  court  system.  She  stressed 
uniqueness  throughout  the  workshop,  saying  many 
Tribes  created  court  systems  modeled  alter  the 
American  judicial  system  and  as  a  result  have  failed. 

Melton  said  that  borrowing  from  federal, 
state  and  even  other  Tribes’  judicial  systems  is 
acceptable;  however,  the  Seminole  justice  system  must 
be  tailored  to  the  Seminole  Tribe. 

“What  we  want  to  develop  is  culturally-rele- 
vant,  Seminole-based  ideas,”  she  said. 

Over  the  course  of  the  two  days,  Melton  had 
participants  work  in  groups  to  formulate  an 


understanding  of  what  they  wanted  out  of  then- 
system.  Some  of  the  participants  at  the  workshop 
included:  Dispute  Resolution  Center  Director  Stan 
Wolfe,  Dispute  Resolution  Center  Research  Assistant 
Luann  Losinno,  Tribal  Clerk  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn, 
Deputy  Treasurer  Pete  Hahn,  Seminole  Police 
Department  Officer  Ulysses  Boldin,  Grants  and 
Government  Relations  Department  Director  Joel  M. 
Frank  Sr.  and  Family  Services  Department  Director 
Helene  Buster. 

Melton  had  each  group  answer  questions 
such  as:  Why  is  your  Tribe  looking  for  alternatives  to 
conflict  resolution?  What  are  some  frustrations  with 
the  current  methods  used  by  the  Tribe  to  solve 
conflicts?  What  are  some  expectations  for  using 
indigenous  approaches  to  conflict 
resolution? 

Buster  acted  as  her  group’s 
spokeswoman.  She  said  some  of  the 
frustrations  they  identified  were  that  the 
American  system  tends  to  “focus  on  the 
offence”  rather  than  the  root  cause  of  the 
problem.  She  said  that  since  Tribes  tend  to 
have  closer-knit  communities  and  know  one 
another,  they  can  look  at  each  offence  on  a 
case-by-case  basis,  which  the  American 
system  cannot  feasibly  do. 

“The  outside  system  does  not  know 
our  people  or  our  problems,”  Buster  said. 

Melton  agreed  with  Buster’s 
sentiment.  She  said  the  American  system 
also  tends  to  view  repeat  offenders  as 
“disposable”  and  writes  them  off  as 
impossible  to  rehabilitate;  mostly  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  so  many  offenders  in  the 
American  justice  system.  She  said  this  goes 
against  many  established  customs  within 
Tribal  systems  which  value  each  individual. 


Shelley  Marmor 


(L-R)  Tribal  Education  Specialist  Tony  Buliington  and 
Dispute  Resolution  Center  Director  Stan  Wolfe  brainstorm  in 
their  group  to  come  up  with  ideas  to  detail  the  best  conflict 
resolution  methods  for  the  Tribe. 


Princess  Pageant 
Set  for  July  28 


Submitted  by  Wanda  Bowers 

The  upcoming  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Princess  Pageant  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  July  28  in  the  Hollywood 
Tribal  Auditorium  at  7  p.m. 

All  ladies  18-25  enrolled  in 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  are 
qualified  to  run  for  the  title  of  Miss 
Florida  Seminole.  All  young  ladies 
12-17  who  are  Tribal  citizens  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  run  for  Jr.  Miss  Florida 
I  Seminole. 

All  those  who  qualify  to  run 
I  may  pick  up  an  application  in  the 
I  Tribal  Secretary’s  Office,  or  a  com- 
*  mittee  staff  member  can  e-mail,  fax 
or  mail  one  to  you. 

Please  call:  Wanda  Bowers, 
(954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1468,  Priscilla 
Sayen,  (954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1461, 
Salina  Dorgan,  (863)  763-3866,  or 
Alice  Billie,  (863)  902-3200,  Ext. 
1324  for  more  information. 
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Tiger  opened  with  a  hymn  in  his 
native  language  and  then  commended  the 
work  of  the  previous  Tribal  Councils  and 
Boards,  saying  the  Tribe  is  very  prosperous 
because  of  the  vision  these  leaders  had. 

“In  any  organization  . . .  there  has  to 
be  a  vision,”  Tiger  said.  “I’m  sure  that  these 
people  you’ve  elected  as  leaders  have  a 
vision.” 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  then 
took  the  mic.  He  commented  on  the  beautiful 
weather,  which  came  just  two  days  after 
Tropical  Storm  Barry  brought  several  inches 
of  rain  to  most  parts  of  South  Florida, 
including  the  Hollywood  Reservation. 
Cypress  said  he  was  worried  Mother  Nature 
would  postpone  the  swearing-in  ceremony. 
Luckily,  he  was  wrong. 

“The  Seminole  Tribe  is  a  strong 
Tribe,”  he  said.  “We  bring  the  sunshine.” 

The  chairman,  who  called  the  cere¬ 
mony  to  order,  acknowledged  the  work  of 
out-going  representatives  Paul  Bowers, 
Moses  Osceola  and  Andrew  Bowers.  He  told 
the  Tribal  youth  in  the  audience  that  they 
should  aspire  to  be  lawyers  like  Bowers  and 
Tribal  General  Counsel  Jim  Shore  and  then 
return  to  work  for  the  Tribe  in  that  capacity. 

The  three  then  offered  farewell 
speeches  before  Tribal  citizen  and  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  Superintendent  for  the  Tribe 
Joel  Frank  Sr.  performed  the  swearing-in. 
This  year,  unlike  past  years,  the  representa¬ 
tives  were  sworn  in  one-by-one,  instead  of  as 
a  large  group.  Moses  Jumper  said  this  would 
make  the  ceremony  “a  little  more  personal.” 

Each  representative  then  took  the 
mic,  raised  their  right  hand,  and  recited  the 
Oath  of  Office. 

Tribal  elder  Dan  Bowers  then 
offered  an  invocation  on  the  lunch,  catered 
by  the  Renegade  Barbecue  Company,  which 
followed  the  ceremony.  All  in  the  audience 
were  invited  to  the  lunch  that  took  place 
adjacent  to  the  Council  Oak  at  the 
Hollywood  Classic  Casino. 


Photos  by  Sandy  Hamilton,  Wanda  F. 
Bowers  and  Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 
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Graduates  of  Recruit  Class  07-02  line  up  after  taking  their  oath. 


New  Class  of  EMS  Graduates  Take  Oath 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  June  8,  Recruit  Class  07- 
02  held  its  graduation  ceremonies  at  the  Tribal  Headquarters 
auditorium  in  front  of  Emergency  Management  Services 
(EMS)  Department  leadership,  family,  friends  and  guests. 

The  Color  Guard,  in  their  EMS  and  Seminole 
Police  Department  formal  dress  uniforms,  marched  in  sync 
carrying  the  three  flags  that  presented  the  colors  to  the 
assembled  guests  to  open  the  ceremony.  Seminole 
Recreation  Director  Moses  “Bigg  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  dressed 
in  Seminole  traditional  regalia  and  representing  the  Tribal 
Council,  addressed  the  gathering  with  blessings  in  his  invo¬ 
cation. 

New  EMS  Director  Chief  Chuck  Lanza  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Chief  John  Cooper  to  warm  applause  from  the 
audience.  Chief  Lanza  began  by  thanking  everyone  for 
being  there,  especially  Jumper  Jr.  for  his  invocation,  and 
honored  guests  from  the  local  Hollywood  Fire  Department. 

In  addressing  the  graduates  of  Class  07-02  Chief 
Lanza  said,  “We  have  many  traditions;  we  are  family;  we 
work  together;  we  live  together;  we  stay  united  both  in  good 
times  and  bad.  We  work  toward  a  common  goal  by  provid¬ 
ing  the  best  service  to  people  we  serve.  We  depend  on  each 
other  and  we  support  each  other. 

“Another  tradition  of  the  fire  service  is  that  we  all 
go  home  at  the  end  of  our  shifts,”  he  continued.  “This  means 


Felix  DoBosz 

Moses  “Bigg  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  (C)  offered  the  invocation 


Felix  DoBosz 


Seminole  Fire  Chief  John  Cooper  received  the 
Crystal  Trophy  Award  for  his  dedication  to 
the  community. 

we  do  everything  to  make  our  environment  safe, 
although  we  work  in  very  unsafe  environments, 
including  heat,  smoke,  and  medical  threats  . . . 
and  really  the  only  thing  you  need  to  worry  about 
is  your  commitment  that  you  will  come  home  at 
the  end  of  the  day  to  your  family.” 

A  video  of  class  07-02  in  various  boot 
camp-style  activities  was  shown  with  stills  of  the 
recruits  in  action  to  a  soundtrack  of  famous  pop 
times.  Chief  Robert  Suit  acknowledged  the  fine 
skills  of  the  instructors  and  introduced  these 
members  to  warm  applause  from  the  audience. 

Chief  Chuck  Lanza  and  other  chiefs  pre¬ 
sented  the  graduating  class  members  with  their 
new  badges  and  certificates.  The  11  surviving 
graduates  from  the  intense  six-week  training 
course  —  whittled  down  from  the  original  16  — 
took  the  affirmation  of  the  oath  by  Chief  Lanza. 

The  ceremony  finished  with  warm  state¬ 
ments  to  congratulate  the  graduates.  Family, 
friends  and  colleagues  wished  each  of  them  the 
best  of  luck  in  their  new  endeavors  protecting 
and  serving  the  Seminole  Tribal  community. 


The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Department  of  Emergency  Services  would  like  to  welcome 
its  newest  members  of  Recruit  Class  07-02,  the  second  class  of  2007.  Jordan  Biglin, 
Caseare  Brownlee,  Jason  Feliciano,  Adam  Gootgeld,  Matthew  Lofton,  Alejando  Maya, 
Stephan  Michael,  Ryan  Poux,  Daniel  River,  Joel  Simmons,  and  Ernesto  Tabraue. 

This  recruit  class  went  through  six  weeks  of  intense  fire  and  EMS  training  in  order  to 
become  part  of  the  Seminole  Fire  Rescue  team.  We  are  proud  of  their  achievements  and  wish 
them  all  the  success  in  their  new  career. 


❖  Colon 
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Orlando  Torres  of  the  Hendry  County  Sheriff’s  Department 
(L)  and  Captain  Phil  Gonzales  (R)  of  SPD  with  Colon  at  the 
graduation  ceremony  from  the  Law  Enforcement  Academy. 


Working  under  SPD  Chief 
Charlie  Tiger,  Colon  will  be  the  third 
Tribal  citizen  employed  by  the  Seminole 
Police  Department  (SPD).  He  has  been 
assigned  to  work  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation. 

Colon  was  bom  40  years  ago  in 
Naples  to  Rachel  Billie  and  Angelo 
Colon;  he  has  two  brothers  and  three  sis¬ 
ters.  Allen  grew  up  in  the  Fort  Myers  area 
and  always  had  a  keen  interest  in  law 
enforcement.  However,  upon  completing 
high  school,  such  a  career  was  not  possi¬ 
ble  as  he  accepted  the  more  pressing 
responsibilities  of  his  family.  Until 
recently,  he  resigned  himself  to  the  fact 
that  he  would  never  have  an  opportunity 
to  attain  his  goal. 

Learning  that  there  were  job  openings  at 
SPD,  he  investigated  the  possibilities  and  was 
delighted  to  discover  that  he  could  qualify  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  service  aide 
after  completing  a 
minimal  training 
course.  Jumping 
at  the  opportunity, 
he  signed  on  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Upon 

meeting  the  nec¬ 
essary  require¬ 
ments,  Allen 
accepted  his  first 
assignment  work¬ 
ing  for  SPD  at  the 
Immokalee 
Reservation.  Very 
happy  in  his  new 
position,  he 
assumed  that  he 
had  reached  his 
limitations.  He 
said  he  did  not 
think  the  police 
academy  was  within  his  grasp  because  of  his  age  and 
the  number  of  years  since  he  had  attended  school. 

Finally,  giving  into  the  pressure  exerted  by 
his  co-workers  and  family,  he  enrolled  in  the  law 
enforcement  program  offered  in  Fort  Myers  which 


began  on  Jan.  8.  Coincidently,  this  undertaking  took 
place  within  days  of  the  arrival  of  his  and  wife 
Maria’s  first  son,  Joshua.  He  now  became  even  more 
determined  to  succeed. 

Each  day  began  with  rigorous  physi¬ 
cal  training  that  included  a  great  deal  of  run¬ 
ning  as  the  cadets  got  their  bodies  into  shape. 
Long  hours  were  spent  in  academic  training 
following  the  basic  curriculum  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  the  Constitution  and  first  responder 
qualifications. 

Physical  training  operations  included 
learning  both  defensive  and  offensive  moves, 
disarming  a  perpetrator,  rapid  response  condi¬ 
tioning,  vehicle  operation  and  the  firing  range. 

“We  took  part  in  real  life  scenarios, 
which  were  very  scary,”  said  Allen.  “Our 
weapons  were  loaded  with  soap  pellets  which 
caused  blood  blisters  when  they  hit  their  tar¬ 
gets.  Fortunately  of  all  the  students  in  my 
class,  my  partner  and  I  were  the  only  ones 
who  were  never  shot.” 

“I  wish  I  could  say  the  same  about 
the  pepper  spray  and  Taser  certification,”  he 
continued.  “In  order  to  pass  the  course,  we 
had  to  submit  to  both  treatments.  It  certainly 
makes  you  think  twice  before  using  either  weapon.” 

His  mother  Rachel  Billie  said  she  is  very 
proud  of  her  son’s  accomplishments  and  hopes  that 
he  will  become  a  role  model  for  his  nephew  Angelo, 
his  son  Joshua  and  other  Tribal  youth. 
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Ten  Questions  for  the  New  EMS  Director 

Chief  Charles  V.  Lanza  Talks  to  The  Seminole  Tribune 


Felix  DoBosz,  Seminole  Tribune:  How  did  you  get 
interested  in  EMS  and  fire  fighting? 

Charles  V.  Lanza:  In  1977  I  was  in  the  Miami  Dade 
Community  College  bookstore  purchasing  books  relat¬ 
ed  to  my  major,  pre-law,  when  I  came  across  a  book 
on  paramedic  procedures.  It  appeared  interesting,  so  I 
bought  it.  When  I  finished  reading  the  book,  the  law 
was  not  an  interesting  major  any  more.  I  wanted  to 
become  a  firefighter  and  paramedic. 

FD:  Where  and  when  were  you  born? 

CVL:  My  father  was  in  the  Army  so  we  traveled  the 
world.  Although  I  was  bom  in  New  Jersey  we  were 
only  there  for  a  few  months,  then  on  the 
road  again.  My  father  retired  in  1958  and 
we  moved  to  Hialeah  where  I  lived  until 
1978  when  I  moved  to  Broward  County. 

FD:  What  do  you  feel  is  the  mission  of 
the  EMS  department? 

CVL:  We  provide  a  high  level  of  med¬ 
ical  care  in  emergency  situations.  What 
that  means  is  we  are  well  trained  and 
provide  all  types  of  care  in  your  home. 

We  are  like  the  doctors  of  the  past  —  we 
make  house  calls. 


FD:  What  were  some  of  your  interest¬ 
ing  experiences  as  a  firefighter  in  the 
Miami  area? 

CVL:  Working  for  a  large  metropolitan 
fire  department  gave  me  the  opportunity 
to  do  things  many  firefighters  and  para¬ 
medics  never  do.  For  example,  I’ve 
assisted  on  nearly  three  dozen  child- 
births,  responded  on  a  myriad  of  auto 
crashes,  house  fires,  plane  crashes,  civil 
disturbances,  and  heart  attacks.  During 
my  last  eight  years  with  Miami-Dade,  I 
was  the  county’s  emergency  manager  and 
was  responsible  for  preparing  the  county 
for  any  threats.  During  an  event,  I  was 
the  lead  person  for  the  county’s  response 
and  recovery. 


FD:  What  were  some  of  the  rewards  of  having  a 
career  as  a  EMS  professional? 

CVL:  As  a  paramedic,  helping  people  is  the  best 
reward.  Oftentimes  we  are  able  to  intercede  in  life 
threatening  situations  and  to  make  a  difference  in  a 
person’s  life. 

ST:  How  did  you  become  the  director  of  the 
Department  Emergency  Services? 

CVL:  The  Interim  Fire  Chief  John  Cooper  asked  if  I 
was  interested  in  coming  out  of  retirement  to  lead  the 
department.  Chief  Cooper  painted  such  a  great  picture 
of  the  department  that  accepting  the  offer  was  easy.  I 
found  that  I  made  the  right  decision  as  the  department 
is  excellent. 

FD:  With  your  vast  experience  in  leadership  and 
knowledge,  what  do  you  hope  to  bring  to  the 
Tribe? 

CVL:  I  want  to  continue  the  tradition  of  hiring  the 
best  and  brightest  firefighters  and  paramedics.  Over 
the  next  few  years,  we  will  grow  this  department  to 
include  fulltime  Emergency  Medical  Services  and  fire 


protection  to  the  Hard  Rock  and  the  Hollywood 
Reservation.  We  will  include  wildland  fire  fighting  to 
our  list  of  capabilities. 

FD:  How  are  you  able  to  deal  with  stress  in  your 
challenging  field  of  work? 

CVL:  The  job  is  very  stressful;  in  fact  the  No.  1  cause 
of  death  among  firefighters  is  heart  attack.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  eat  well  and  to  exercise  regularly  to  stay 
healthy  in  this  field.  Working  in  a  fire  station  with 
people  who  are  supportive  helps  reduce  the  stress  of 
the  job. 


(L-R)  Seminole  Fire  Chief  John  Cooper  and  EMS  Director 
Charles  V.  Lanza 


FD:  What  kind  of  plans  do  you  have  for  the  EMS 
department? 

CVL:  We  will  continue  to  improve  our  skills,  which 
will  improve  the  care  we  provide  to  the  community. 
Although  we  are  a  small  department,  we  provide  the 
best  out-of-hospital  care  anywhere. 

FD:  What  kind  of  emergency  plans  does  EMS  have 
if  a  natural  disaster  were  to  occur  on  one  of  the 
reservations? 

CVL:  The  Tribal  Council  is  currently  reviewing  a 
plan  which  covers:  preparing  for,  responding  to, 
recovering  from,  and  mitigating  disasters.  In  the  plan, 
we  identify  which  agencies  have  responsibilities  for 
evacuation,  sheltering,  feeding  and  providing  other 
human  services  in  support  of  the  community. 
Throughout  hurricane  season  we  will  share  the  plan 
with  the  community.  The  Emergency  Management 
Office  is  distributing  an  all-hazards  guide  to  assist  the 
community  in  preparing  and  responding  to  most  of  the 
threats  they  will  face.  As  we  implement  the  many 
plans  associated  with  managing  emergencies,  the  com¬ 
munity  will  become  better  prepared.  Preparing  for  dis¬ 
asters  is  an  evolving  process  that  is  never  completed 
but  becomes  better  every  day. 
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Seniors  Celebrate  Father’s 
Day  at  Catfish  Dewey’s 


Father’s  Day  Luncheon  Held 
in  Hollywood  Community 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

FT.  LAUDERDALE  —  Catfish  was  the 
catch  of  the  day  as  the  Hollywood  seniors  celebrated 
Father’s  Day  with  friends  and  family  at  Catfish 
Dewey’s  on  June  14.  Spirits  were  high  as  the  seniors 
boarded  the  bus  from  the  Senior  Center  and  spent  time 
shaking  hands,  meeting  and  greeting  and  catching  up 
with  friends. 

At  Catfish  Dewey’s,  more  than  50  seniors 
and  celebrants  enjoyed  the  seafood  cuisine.  Fried  cat¬ 
fish  and  cheese  grits,  fried  shrimp  and  conch  fritters 
were  just  some  of  the  fare  that  was  enjoyed  on  the  cel¬ 


ebratory  occasion.  And  attendees  munched  on 
coleslaw  and  hush  puppies  while  they  waited  for  their 
entrees  to  arrive. 

“Don’t  eat  too  much,”  warned  Mary  Osceola- 
Moore  with  a  knowing  smile.  “The  food  is  good 
here.” 

A  surprise  presentation  was  made  to 
Hollywood  Councilman  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  from  Joe 
Dan  and  Virginia  Osceola  to  commemorate  his  gradu¬ 
ation  from  the  University  of  Miami  several  years  ago. 
Osceola  attributed  his  success  and  extended  his  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  elders. 

“I’m  glad  we’re  all 
here,”  he  said.  “That’s  what 
we’re  all  about  —  families.” 

Hollywood  Board 
Representative  Gloria 
Wilson  agreed  wholeheart¬ 
edly  as  she  wished  the 
group  a  Happy  Father’s 
Day. 

“Fathers  are  appre¬ 
ciated  as  much  as  mothers,” 
she  assured  the  gathering. 
“We  want  to  say  thank  you 
and  wish  you  a  Happy 
Father’s  Day.” 

As  the  luncheon 
wound  down  to  a  close,  the 
seniors  reflected  on  what  a 
wonderful  Father’s  Day  cel¬ 
ebration  the  meal  had  been. 

“I  enjoyed  it,”  said 
Rosa  Smith. 

Her  husband 

Jimmy  agreed.  When  asked 
how  he  liked  the  catfish,  he 
smiled  and  said,  “Not  bad.” 


(L-R)  Dorothy  Tucker  and  husband  Johnny 


David  Osceola  (C)  and  Dan  Osceola  (R)  wait  patiently  for  their  entrees  to  arrive. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

HOLLY¬ 
WOOD  —  It  was  a 
day  for  celebrating 
and  acknowledging 
not  only  fathers,  but 
uncles  as  well, 
because  within  the 
rich  Seminole  cul¬ 
ture,  the  uncle 
shares  a  prominent 
and  revered  place 
along  with  the 
father. 

Thus  mem¬ 
bers  of  the 
Seminole 

Hollywood  commu¬ 
nity  gathered 
together  at  noon  on 
June  17  for  a  pleas¬ 
ant  luncheon 
catered  by  Doris’ 

Italian  Market. 

Doubling  as  the  - 

grand  luncheon  hall 

was  the  basketball  court  and  auditorium  bleachers. 

Along  the  south  wall  a  long  line  of  tables  had 
been  arranged  and  upon  which  the  Italian  cuisine  and 
Seminole  fry  bread  had  been  set.  On  the  court,  other 
long  tables  had  been  exquisitely  and  colorfully  deco¬ 
rated  just  for  the  occasion.  Near  the  entrance,  gift  cer¬ 
tificates  and  thoughtfully-wrapped  Bullet  Line  pock- 
etknives  were  graciously  bestowed  to  all  adult  male 
community  members. 

Robert  Kippenberger  of  Kipp  Photography 
provided  memorable  images  upon  request,  while 
Reverend  Paul  “Cowbone”  Buster  and  Rosella  Caico 
supplied  the  gathering  with  fine  music  and  generous 
smiles. 


(L-R)  Reverend  Paul  Buster  and  Rosella  Caico  entertain  the  crowd 


The  Father’s  Day  luncheon  was  organized  by 
Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola 
Jr.,  Hollywood  Board  Representative  Gloria  Wilson, 
and  Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger-Bowers. 

Osceola  began  the  luncheon  with  some 
inspiring  words,  emphasizing  the  father/uncle  aspects 
of  the  Seminole  culture. 

“We’re  not  just  celebrating  fathers  and 
uncles,”  Osceola,  Jr.  pointed  out,  “As  we  all  know, 
within  our  culture,  the  uncles  are  very  important  in  the 
family  structure,  too.” 

“And  so  today  we  are  celebrating  any 
Seminole  male  that  is  18  or  over,  because  we  feel  that 
they’re  eventually  going  to  be  a  father.  Whether  they 
have  children  or  not,  they’re  going  to  have  nieces  and 
nephews,”  he  continued. 
“And  so  I’m  glad  we’re  hav¬ 
ing  this  today  so  everyone 
can  remember  and  enjoy  and 
have  a  good  time.” 

Buster  delivered  a 
moving  invocation  that 
made  reference  to  American 
and  Native  American  troops 
stationed  around  the  world. 
He  expressed  the  great 
importance  of  keeping 
America’s  soldiers  in 
thought  and  prayer  and  to 
especially  remember  and 
honor  those  stationed  in  the 
war- zones  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan. 

“A  lot  of  dads 
would  like  to  be  here  in 
America,  but  they’re  in  Iraq 
or  Afghanistan,  defending 
freedom  ...  Dads  and  uncles, 

up  and  doing  what’s  right.” 
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Big  Cypress  Seniors  celebrate  Father’s  Day  at  Lozano’s  Restaurant. 


Judy  Weeks 


Happy  Father’s  Day  for  the  BC  Seniors 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Site  Manager  Cecilia 
Solano  and  her  staff  from  the  Big  Cypress 
Department  of  Elders  planned  an  outing  for  the  sen¬ 
iors  to  celebrate  Father’s  Day  at  Lozano’s  Restaurant 
in  Immokalee  on  June  14.  A  very  popular  dining 
place  for  the  seniors,  they  often  make  it  their  destina¬ 
tion  to  enjoy  authentic  Mexican  cuisine. 

Occupying  two  long  banquet  tables,  38 
Tribal  elders  were  joined  by  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  for  an  evening  of  fun  and  companionship.  It 
has  often  been  noted  by  numerous  individuals  that 
attending  any  event  with  the  Big  Cypress  Seniors  is 
always  a  pleasant  experience.  They  are  a  happy-go- 
lucky  group  of  fun  loving  people  who  are  bursting 
with  enthusiasm.  No  matter  what  the  occasion,  they 
find  joy  in  the  moment  and  are  continually  exchang¬ 
ing  playful  banter  throughout  their  conversation. 

This  Father’s  Day  celebration  was  no  exception. 

From  the  minute  of  their  arrival,  the  room 
was  filled  with  laughter  so  contagious  that  it  quickly 
encompassed  not  only  the  waitresses  but  the  other 
patrons.  A  customer  from  across  the  room  was 
shocked  to  learn  that  they  were  senior  citizens  and 
remarked  about  their  youthful  attitude  and  vitality. 

“It  is  this  attitude  and  enthusiasm  for  life 
that  have  given  our  people  the  strength  to  survive 
and  rise  from  their  humble  beginnings,”  remarked 
Chairman  Cypress.  “Our  Native  American  culture  is 
family  oriented  and  it  is  occasions  like  Father’s  Day 
when  we  take  time  to  appreciate  our  fathers  and 
uncles  who  have  played  such  an  important  role  in 
our  youthful  development. 

“They  have  not  only  shown  us  the  way,  but 
guided  us  down  the  road,  offering  encouragement 
and  discipline.  We  owe  our  present  and  future  to 
them.” 


An  assortment  of  pocket  knives  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  gifts  for  the  occasion. 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  helps  Eddie  Billie  to  her 
place  at  the  table. 


ATTENTION  SENIORS 

The  Oka  lee  Indian  Village  invites  you 
to  sell  arts  &  crafts 
Free  vendor  space  weekdays 


SEMINOLE 
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During  (he  summer  months  we  have  groups  scheduled  deity 
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Mothers  Honored  In  Hollywood 

By  Iretta  Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD  —  There  was  a 


sea  of  purple  inside  the  Hollywood 
Gymnasium  on  May  12.  The  various 
shades  of  purple  balloons  and  flowers  cre¬ 
ated  a  beautifiil  setting  to  celebrate  the 
women  of  the  Tribe.  Mother’s  Day  was 
finally  here! 

Seminole  families  gathered  togeth¬ 
er  for  good  food,  good  entertainment  and  to 
enjoy  each  other’s  company.  This  year’s 
celebration  included  a  portrait  studio  where 
everyone  could  have  their  photograph  taken 
by  Robert  Kippenberger. 

Grandmothers,  mothers,  aunts,  sis¬ 
ters,  daughters  and  granddaughters  were 
lavished  with  a  basket  overflowing  with 
flowers  and  a  huge  teddy  bear.  Hollywood 
Councilman  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  gave 
everyone  a  personal  Mother’s  Day  greeting 
as  he  traveled  from  table  to  table  talking 
and  sharing  photographs. 


Iretta  Tiger 

Dorothy  Tommie  and  her  mother  Mary  Tiger  at  the  festivities. 


Pete  Aguilar  (C)  is  surrounded  by  just  a  few  of  his  family  members. 


*  Father’s  Day 

Continued  from  page  1 


been  assembled  from  community  contribu¬ 
tions.  Beginning  with  reproductions  from  the 
Tribal  Archives,  the  viewers  had  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  share  a  few  minutes  with  their  ancestors 
and  founding  fathers  in  the  distant  past. 

Slowly  delivering  the  audience  into 
more  recent  history,  the  younger  generation 
got  a  glimpse  of  their  fathers  and  grandfathers 
during  childhood  and  their  young  adult 
escapades.  The  background  music,  “Its  a 
Family  Tradition ”  by  Hank  Williams  Jr.  and 
“ I’m  Not  as  Good  as  I  Once  Was ”  by  Toby 
Keith  brought  a  chuckle  from  the  crowd. 
Suspense  preceded  each  ensuing  photo,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  rounds  of  applause  and  awe. 

The  room  rocked  with  laughter  while 
men  cringed,  as  they  heard  some  of  the  follow- 


Judy  Weeks 


Vanessa  Aguilar  gives  Manuel  Olea  his  Father’s  Day  prize. 


Judy 

Matthew  Otero  is  surrounded  by  his  grandchildren,  (L-R) 
Koby,  Ivan,  Brendan  and  Lauriel. 


President  Richard  Bowers  was  unable  to 
attend  the  festivities. 

However,  he  wished  to  convey  the 
following  sentiments,  “We  recognize  many 
holidays  throughout  the  year,  but  among 
the  most  important  are  those  in  which  we 
pay  tribute  to  our  ancestors,  both  past  and 
present.  They  represent  our  roots  and  from 
them  we  draw  our  strength,  determination 
and  self  reliance  which  enables  us  to  shape 
our  future.  It  is  from  their  humble  begin¬ 
nings  that  we  have  achieved  our  current 
success  and  we  must  never  forget  them.” 

Co-sponsored  by  Immokalee 
Council  Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar  and  the 
Chairman’s  Office,  the  event  was  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Tracy  DeLaRosa,  Vanessa 
Aguilar,  Cecilia  Pequeno  and  Juanita 
Martinez  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Recreation  Department.  Youth  Ranch 
Director  Kenny  Joe  Davis  and  his  assistant 
Gabriel  Acosta  provided  music,  announcer 
and  technical  support. 


ing  remarks  from  their  offspring:  “Dad,  you 
used  to  be  so  skinny!”;  “Where  did  you  get 
that  old  jalopy?”;  “I  didn’t  know  that  you 
used  to  be  handsome.”  Although  these  were 
classic  statements,  nothing  could  compete 
with  one  young  lady’s  mistake.  “Dad,  I  didn’t 
know  you  were  married  before,”  followed  by 
her  mothers  shout,  “That’s  me  20  years  and 
four  children  ago!” 

Several  past  family  portraits  filled 
the  screen,  reminding  the  participants  that  this 
was  a  golden  opportunity  for  an  updated  ver¬ 
sion  to  include  their  extended  families,  grand¬ 
children  and  even  a  few  great-grandchildren. 

Following  the  blessing,  a  delicious 
catered  buffet  was  provided  by  Sonny’s  BBQ 
featuring  ribs,  pork  and  chicken  with  ample 
side  dishes.  Dessert  included  a  Father’s  Day 
cake  sporting  a  fisherman  with  his  trophies 
and  two  huge  pans  of  banana  pudding. 

Because  of  a  previous  engagement, 
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Ahfachkee  Kindergartners  Graduate  to  First  Grade 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Many  teary- 
eyed  parents,  friends  and  invited  guests 
watched  their  Ahfachkee  School  kinder¬ 
gartners  performing  hke  little  grown-ups  as 
they  marched  solemnly  down  the  aisle 
between  the  lunchroom  tables  to  the  tradi¬ 
tional  music  of  “ Pomp  and  Circumstance .” 

Hands  held  straight  down  by  their  sides, 
the  5-  and  6-year-olds  took  slow  deliberate 
steps  in  procession  as  their  names  were 
called  out  from  the  microphone  one  at  a 
time. 

Family  members  and  guests 
packed  the  large  cafeteria,  transformed  into 
an  auditorium  for  this  special  day.  They 
were  eager  to  see  Jack  Aguilar,  Cassandra 
Alexander,  Charles  Alexander,  Eliza  Billie, 

Mya  Cypress,  Nigel  Wells,  Leslie  Gopher, 

Precious  Jimmie,  Alyssa  Osceola,  Thoya 
Robbins  and  Cade  Gibson,  graduate  from 
kindergarten  to  1st  grade  on  May  30. 

Several  Tribal  leaders  attended  the 
ceremony,  along  with  Principal  Terry 
Porter  and  Master  of  Ceremonies  Keeno 
King,  who  all  praised  the  children’s  aca¬ 
demic  accomplishments.  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  told  the  children  that 
school  graduations  are  events  in  their  lives 
they  will  always  remember.  He  said  it  is 
always  good  to  see  Seminole  youth  get  an 
education. 

“Students,  you  have  12  years 
ahead  of  you  and  hard  work  to  do;  but  the 
teachers,  the  staff  and  the  principal  will  be 
here  to  help  you,”  said  Cypress. 

Board  President  Richard  Bowers 
told  the  kindergartners  they  are  taking  a 
big  step  into  a  new  world. 

“Get  on  the  right  foot  and  make 
good  choices,”  he  said.  “You  are  a  special 
group  of  graduates  because  you  are  gradu¬ 
ating  the  same  year  as  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,”  he  said.  “That  is  something  you 
can  brag  about;  and  hopefully  one  day  you 
will  turn  out  to  be  future  leaders  of  the 
Tribe.” 

Before  the  presentation  of  certifi¬ 
cates,  the  children  got  up  on  the  stage  and 
sang  the  inspirational  song  “I  Am  A 
Promise ”  Then,  their  kindergarten  teacher, 

Ms.  Bernadette  Schyvinch,  addressed  her 
students. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Kindergarten  graduation  class:  (L-R,  First  Row)  Alyssa  Burnett  Osceola,  Precious 
Jimmie,  Mya  Cypress,  Eliza  Billie,  Cassandra  Alexander,  (L-R,  Second  Row)  Cade 
Gibson,  Charles  Alexander,  Nigel  Wells,  Jack  Aguilar  and  Leslie  Gopher.  Graduate 
Thoya  Robbins  is  not  pictured. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

The  graduating  class  sings  “I  Am  A  Promise.” 


“As  we  begin  our  school  year  I 
hear  statements  hke  ‘I  can’t’  or  ‘It’s  too 
hard,’  ”  she  said.  “So  every  year  I  have  a 
motto.  This  year’s  motto  was  ‘I  am  fantas¬ 
tic!’  ” 

She  told  guests  and  parents  it  is 
her  job  to  shape  the  children’s  attitudes 
about  learning  and  to  help  them  believe  in 
themselves.  She  said  learning  is  hard  but 


once  the  child  has  learned  how  to  do  some¬ 
thing,  it  becomes  a  “piece  of  cake.” 

“When  I  put  my  head  into  my 
hands  wondering  what  more  I  can  do  to 
help  the  children,  all  of  a  sudden  I  hear 
‘Miss  S.,  it’s  a  piece  of  cake,  right?”’ 
Schyvinch  said. 

Each  child  then  told  the  audience 
what  they  want  to  be  when  they  grow  up. 


Many  said  they  wanted  to  be  veterinarians, 
one  child  said  he  wants  to  be  a  firefighter, 
another  said  a  nurse  and  of  course  there 
was  one  aspiring  racecar  driver. 

The  ceremony  then  ended  with 
applause  for  the  beaming  kindergarten 
graduates  and  an  invitation  for  all  to  enjoy 
a  wonderful  outdoor  banquet  at  the 
schooFs  Culture  Camp. 


Eighth  Grade  Students  Receive  Diplomas 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  “Graduation 
is  a  time  when  there  are  lots  of  contrasts,” 
said  commencement  speaker  Dr.  Arlen 
Payne,  pastor  at  the  reservation’s  New 
Testament  Baptist  Church,  at  the  eighth 
grade  Ahfachkee  School  graduation.  “It’s 
an  ending  but  also  a  beginning  —  it’s  a 
crossroads.  It’s  a  time  when  you  are  leav¬ 
ing  behind,  but  looking  ahead.” 

On  May  31  at  1:30  p.m.,  four 
smiling  students  left  behind  their  grade 
school  years,  looking  ahead  to  high  school. 
Parents,  grandparents  and  special  guests 
came  to  honor  the  four  2007  graduates: 
Billy  Cypress,  Reggie  Cypress,  Hudson 
Jumper  and  Tia 
Osborne. 

Jumper  led 
the  audience  in  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 
to  the  Seminole  Flag 
and  Osborne  led  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 
to  the  American 
Flag.  The  proces¬ 
sional  “Pomp  and 
Circumstance”  was 
played  by  music 
teacher,  Lana  Payne 
and  Keeno  King, 
event  emcee,  led  the 
invocation. 

Principal 
Terry  Porter  wel¬ 
comed  all  the  par¬ 
ents  warmly  and  said 
that  though  the 
eighth  grade  class  is 
small  in  number, 
their  graduation  has 
significance  for  him. 

He  told  the  audience 
that  four  is  the  most 
sacred  of  all  num¬ 
bers  in  Native 
American  tradition. 

“My  elders 
taught  me  that 
everything  in  life 
occurs  in  fours:  the 
life  cycles,  and  the 
seasons.  So  the  symbolism  of  four  young 
people  graduating  this  year,  my  first  year 
as  principal,  is  special  to  me.” 

Porter  said  he  was  thinking  the 
night  before  graduation  about  what  to  say. 
He  has  a  friend  whose  son  was  injured 
serving  in  Iraq.  He  wanted  to  tell  the 
young  students  how  fortunate  we  are  to 
live  in  a  free  country.  He  asked  the  veter¬ 
ans  in  the  room  to  stand. 

“I  just  want  to  acknowledge  those 
people  here  today  who  have  fought  for  our 
freedom,”  he  said. 

After  the  processional,  the  gradu¬ 
ates,  wearing  caps  and  gowns,  sat  up  front. 
Parents  were  taking  lots  of  photos  as  the 
young  girl  and  three  boys  blushed  over  all 
the  attention  they  were  getting. 

The  graduates  were  listening 
attentively  as  speakers  addressed  com¬ 


ments  to  them  directly.  The  students 
received  words  of  wisdom  from  Payne 
about  the  ABCs  of  growing  up  successful¬ 
ly- 

“A  stands  for  appreciation,”  he 
said.  “Have  you  ever  seen  a  turtle  sitting 
on  a  fence  post?  One  thing  you  know  is  he 
didn’t  get  there  all  by  himself.  He  owed 
thanks  to  someone  for  the  view.  As  grads, 
you  have  to  appreciate  your  parents  . . .  and 
all  they  have  done  for  you  to  get  this  far.” 

He  advised  them  to  appreciate 
their  teachers  and  friends,  and  everyone 
who  helped  when  they  needed  it. 

“B  is  for  belief,”  he  said.  “Believe 
God  has  a  plan  for  you.” 


The  pastor  said  the  “happiest  you 
will  ever  be  is  when  you  discover  God’s 
plan  for  you  and  you  carry  it  out.” 

“C”  is  for  Care,”  he  said. 

He  told  the  grads  to  “take  time  to 
care  about  the  people  around  you,  in  your 
community.  Sit  down  and  talk  to  your  eld¬ 
ers.  Ask  them  what  it  was  hke  for  them 
growing  up.”  He  also  said  to  “care  about 
younger  children  who  look  up  to  you.” 

“D”  is  for  determination,”  he  said. 
“Make  up  your  mind  you  want  to  accom¬ 
plish  something,  perhaps  you  want  to  he  a 
lawyer  or  president  of  the  Seminole  Tribe, 
then  have  the  discipline  to  follow  through 
and  don’t  let  any  excuse  stop  you.” 

Last  in  the  alphabet  advisory, 
Payne  said  “E  is  for  excellence.” 

“Never  settle  for  anything  less 
than  excellence.  Never  use  any  excuse  to 


settle  for  second  best,”  he  said. 

The  pastor  recited  a  passage  from 
the  book  of  Solomon  that  says  “Do  it  with 
all  your  might.” 

As  he  ended  his  speech,  the  pastor 
told  the  graduates  to  follow  God’s  will  and 
know  that  He  truly  cares  for  them  and  their 
life. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  spoke 
next  and  he  told  the  graduates  that  the 
Tribe  is  behind  them  “120  percent”  to  help 
them  achieve  their  goals. 

“Go  get  an  education  and  come 
back  and  run  the  Tribe,”  he  said. 

Cypress  added  that  times  have 
certainly  changed  for  the  Tribe  and  sug¬ 
gested  the  students  he 
grateful  for  that. 

“In  my  time, 
when  I  went  to  school 
in  the  early  50s  and 
60s,  the  school  here 
was  just  a  wooden  gov¬ 
ernment  building  and  it 
was  heated  with  a  wood 
stove,”  he  said. 
“Goodwill  brought  us 
blankets.  Today  you 
have  the  best  school  in 
the  state  of  Florida.  It  is 
accredited.  You  have  a 
Native  American  prin¬ 
cipal  and  good  staff.” 
Board 

President  Richard 
Bowers  told  the  grads 
the  Tribe  is  proud  of 
them.  He  said  he  was 
glad  to  see  the 
Seminole  designs  on 
their  caps  and  gowns. 

“Never  forget 
where  you  come  from 
and  remember  you  are 
Seminole,”  Bowers 
said.  “Remember  your 
history.  I  want  you  to 
be  unconquered  in  your 
lives.  Keep  your  head 
up.  You  will  have  lots 
of  challenges  in  our 
lives.” 

Bowers  also  told  the  graduates 
they  should  remember  their  graduation 
from  the  eighth  grade,  which  took  place 
during  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Tribe’s 
formation  in  1957.  He  said  they  are  fortu¬ 
nate  to  have  a  school  to  attend  like 
Ahfachkee. 

“When  I  was  raised  at  Brighton 
Reservation  we  had  to  get  up  at  6  a.m.  to 
catch  the  bus  to  school,”  he  said.  “Now 
you  have  a  good  school  in  their  own  com¬ 
munity.” 

Keeno  King  then  invited  everyone 
to  enjoy  a  dinner  after  the  graduation 
recessional. 

“Ahfachkee  School  would  like  to 
thank  the  Board  and  Council  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  their  sup¬ 
port,”  King  said  in  closing. 


Water  Resources’  Earth 
Day  Art  Contest 


Submitted  by  the  Water  Resources 
Department 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Water 
Resource  Department  would  like  to 
thank  the  students  and  staff  at  the 
Ahfachkee  School  for  participation  and 
attendance  at  the  first  Annual  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  Earth  Day  Fair,  held  on 
April  22.  The  students  participated  in  an 
art  contest  where  they  had  to  draw  a 


scene  representing  the  theme:  “Earth 
Day  in  My  Backyard.” 

The  school  was  divided  into 
three  judging  groups  based  on  their 
grade:  Pre-K-2,  3-6  and  7-12.  One  win¬ 
ner  was  picked  from  each  group  and 
that  winning  picture  was  displayed  on 
the  hack  of  the  T-shirts  that  were  given 
away  to  the  attendees  of  the  Earth  Day 
Fair. 


Annabelle  Whiteshield 
Age  6, 1st  Grade 


Age  14,  7th  Grade 


Jathanial  Brooks 


Ricky  Joe 
Age  11,  6th  Grade 


Sylvia  Gonzalez 
Age  12,  5th  Grade 
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The  Real  Cops  of  Indian  Country 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

Law  enforcement,  like  most 
issues  in  Indian  Country,  is  painted  in 
popular  fiction  and  in  the  movies  with  a 
brush  of  romance  and  mystique.  When 
Robert  Redford  adapted  Tony 
Hillerman’s  mystery  novels  for  PBS,  he 
chose  the  youthful  Saulteaux  actor, 

Adam  Beach,  to  portray  Jim  Chee,  the 
existentialist  Navajo  cop.  Beach,  as 
Officer  Chee,  pursuing  crazed  killers 
across  the  Navajo  desert  in  a  macho 
four-wheel  drive  vehicle,  was  young, 
handsome  and  vulnerable  —  the  image 
Hollywood  knew  and  expected. 

Another  author,  Kirk  Mitchell, 
who  writes  about  Native  American  law¬ 
men,  gives  us  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Criminal  Investigator  Comanche  Emmett 
Parker.  Parker  is  handsome,  virile,  incor¬ 
ruptible  and  bullet-proof. 

Popular  culture  does  its  part  to 
help  one  escape  from  the  hard  realities 
of  everyday  life.  But  what  is  it  truly  like 
for  the  real  men  and  women  who  slap  on 
a  badge,  holster  a  gun  and  kiss  a  spouse 
goodbye  every  day  before  they  head  out 
to  serve  and  protect  the  citizens  of 
Indian  Country? 

This  book,  Tribal  Policing: 
Asserting  Sovereignty,  Seeking  Justice, 
by  Eileen  Luna-Firebaugh,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Native  American  law  and  poli¬ 
cy  at  the  University  of  Arizona,  took 
eight  years  to  research  and  compile  and 
is  filled  with  telling  data.  Samuel 
Walker,  professor  emeritus  of  criminal 
justice  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  at 
Omaha  writes:  “No  other  book  describes 
the  current  state  of  Tribal  policing  in 
such  rich  detail.  It  benefits  greatly  from 
intensive  research  on  Tribal  policing  by 
the  author  over  the  last  several  years. 

Nor  does  any  other  book  place  Tribal 
police  in  the  broader  historical,  legal, 
and  institutional  contexts  that  this  book 
does.” 

Tribal  policing  is  not  new. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  the 
social  structure  of  Native  American  peo¬ 
ples  was  maintained  by  designated  soci¬ 
eties  or  clans  whose  duties  were  to 
ensure  order,  peace,  protection  and  sur¬ 
vival.  They  not  only  kept  order,  but 
determined  what  form  law  enforcement 
would  take. 

The  philosophy  of  those  early 
peace  officers  was  to  act  on  the  behalf  of 
the  greater  good,  do  what  was  best  for 
all  the  members  of  the  Tribe,  and  to  act 
within  the  spiritual  and  societal  guide¬ 
lines  of  their  people.  That  would  change 
as  times  changed,  as  the  relationship 
with  Europeans  changed,  and  when  the 
Native  Americans  were  moved  from 
their  traditional  homes  to  reservations. 

However,  justice  by  Indians,  for 
Indians,  in  Indian  Country  was  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  treaties  from  the  beginning. 
Always  there  was  the  acknowledgment 
by  the  Europeans  of  aboriginal  sover¬ 
eignty:  that  the  original  inhabitants  were 
a  nation  and  had  to  be  negotiated  with  as 
such.  Time  and  politics  would  see  the 
interpretation  of  sovereignty  change  — 
sometimes  for  the  worse,  and  other  times 
for  the  better. 

According  the  Luna- 
Firebaugh’s  research,  the  Tribal  police¬ 
men  of  today  see  their  job  as  “a  relation¬ 
ship”  to  the  community  they  serve,  as 
opposed  to  non-native  policemen  who 
believe  they  are  performing  a  function  or 


a  role.  Tribal  police  believe  they  are 
there  to  solve  problems,  rather  than 
enforce  laws  and  punish  perpetrators. 

For  those  who  love  history,  this 
book  is  rich  with  events  about  policing 
from  pioneer  times  to  the  present.  The 
role  of  the  policeman  in  those  early  days 
shifted  from  protecting  a  community 
through  Tribal  law  to  controlling  a  cap¬ 
tive  people  applying  the  laws  of  the 
Europeans.  The  duties  of  early  Tribal 
policemen  were  often  manipulated  to 
encourage  assimilation,  and  the  officers 
were  required  to  set  an  example  by 
dressing  like  white  men,  cutting  their 
hair,  becoming  monogamous,  and  partic¬ 
ipating  in  the  destruction  of  cultural  tra¬ 
ditions  and  Tribal  leadership.  Often  the 
whole  Tribe  was  punished  for  the 
wrong-doing  of  an  individual. 

The  current  state  of  Tribal 
policing,  as  stated  in  this  book,  is  backed 
by  intensive  research.  Luna-Firebaugh 
writes  about  the  challenges  facing  Tribal 
police  today.  Issues  such  as  alcohol  and 
substance  abuse,  domestic  violence, 
child  abuse  and  juvenile  crime  are  high 
on  the  list  of  problems  that  an  under¬ 
trained  and  under-funded  police  force 
must  contend  with. 

Suicide  by  the  young  in  com¬ 
munities  where  the  people  live  in 
squalor,  poverty  and  unemployment  is 
six  times  higher  than  the  national  aver¬ 
age.  In  Indian  Country,  the  pay  is  gener¬ 
ally  low,  the  officers  are  often  lacking  in 
formal  education  and  training,  and  the 
challenges  of  the  job  are  overwhelming. 
When  good  personnel  are  hired  and 
trained,  many  are  lured  to  off-reserve 
precincts  where  pay,  prestige  and  on-the- 
job  support  are  better.  Tribal  police 
forces  must  deal  with  unreliable,  out-of- 
date  vehicles,  poor  cellular  telephone 
service,  no  911  response  service,  under¬ 
staffed  offices  and  a  violent  crime  rate 
higher  than  the  national  average. 

Still  there  is  optimism  in  this 
field.  Federal  and  other  dollars  are  being 
routed  to  recruiting,  training  and  paying 
salaries  that  will  entice  and  maintain  a 
healthy  and  dedicated  police  force. 
Culturally  concerned  officers  with  the 
interests  of  the  citizens  of  Indian 
Country  at  heart  are  being  trained  to 
ensure  sovereignty,  justice  and  self- 
determination. 

When  the  local  cop  kisses  his 
or  her  spouse  and  kids  goodbye  and 
heads  out  to  work,  it  will  be  with  com¬ 
mitment.  When  the  community  is  safe, 
other  things,  such  as  the  economy  and 
employment  will  get  a  chance  to 
improve.  With  the  support  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  Tribal  cop,  whose  image 
may  have  become  tarnished  over  time, 
will  present  a  new  standard  for  pride, 
justice  and  prosperity  in  Indian  Country. 

Tribal  Policing:  Asserting 
Sovereignty,  Seeking  Justice,  by  Eileen 
Luna-Firebaugh  should  be  read  by  any¬ 
one  considering  joining  any  branch  of 
law  enforcement  or  becoming  a  lawyer, 
in  Indian  Country  or  elsewhere.  The 
background  is  essential  for  sensitivity 
training,  the  statistics  are  mind-boggling, 
and  the  vibrant  history  of  how  Native 
Americans  managed  their  own  systems 
of  justice  offers  an  example  of  how 
responsible  law  enforcement  should 
work.  I  would  also  recommend  this  book 
as  a  research  tool  for  police  stations, 
schools  and  public  libraries. 


Tribal  Policing:  Asserting  Sovereignty,  Seeking  Justice 
By  Eileen  Luna-Firebaugh 
University  of  Arizona  Press 
168  pages,  6  illustrations,  8  tables 
February  2007 
$29.95 


Schools  Recognize  Immokalee  Students 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  As  the 
2006-2007  school  year  drew  to  a 
close,  awards  ceremonies  were 
scheduled  at  each  of  the  schools 
within  the  vicinity  of  the 
Immokalee  Reservation  and 
numerous  community  members 
were  recognized. 

Community  Christian  School  of 
Labelle 

A  graduation  ceremony 
was  held  on  May  21  for  the  kinder¬ 
garten  students  at  the  Community 
Christian  School  of  LaBelle. 

Principal  Shelton  Gwaltney  gave 
an  opening  address  followed  by  a 
song  presentation  by  the  kinder¬ 
garten  students.  The  auditorium 
was  filled  to  capacity  with  family 
and  friends  who  had  come  in  sup¬ 
port  of  these  young  scholars. 

Noella  O’Donnell’s  son, 

Hunter,  was  recognized  for  several 
outstanding  achievements.  He 
received  an  “A”  Bible  Award,  a 
Perfect  Attendance  Pin,  a  trophy 
for  maintaining  an  “A”  Average  in 
Scholastic  Achievement  for  the 
year  and  a  Certificate  of 
Graduation. 

He  is  looking  forward  to 
attending  the  first  grade  in  the  fall. 

Cecilia  Pequeno’s  son,  Kaden, 
received  an  “A”  in  Bible  Study  and 
a  graduation  certificate.  He  also 
will  be  entering  the  first  grade. 

The  Elementary  Awards 
Presentation  took  place  on  the 
evening  of  May  22,  with  the  teach¬ 
ers  joining  the  principal  in  acknowledging 
the  accomplishments  of  the  students. 
Following  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
U.S.  and  Christian  flags,  the  students  gath¬ 
ered  on  the  stage  and  performed  two  songs 
for  their  appreciative  audience. 

The  theme  for  the  principal’s 
address  was  taken  from  Proverbs  22:6 
which  says,  “Train  up  your  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go,  and  even  when  he  is  old 
he  will  not  depart  from  it.” 

During  the  third  grade  presenta¬ 
tions,  Chelsey  Ford,  daughter  of  Michelle 
Ford,  received  the  Rising  Star  Trophy  for 
outstanding  scholastic  improvement,  an 
“A”  Bible  Award  and  a  Perfect  Attendance 
Pin.  She  will  advance  to  the  fourth  grade 
next  year. 

Learning  Center  of  Immokalee 

Preschoolers  attending  the 
Learning  Center  of  Immokalee  participated 
in  a  graduation  ceremony  on  May  24  in 
anticipation  of  their  attending  kindergarten 
in  the  fall.  The  center  had  been  attractively 
decorated  for  the  occasion  and  the  students 


Jillian  Rodriguez  takes  the  stage  with  her 
teacher,  Mr.  Cavasos,  at  Highlands 
Elementary  School. 


Laurissa  DelaRosa  received  the  highest  awards  in  her 
class  at  Mirror  Lakes  Elementary  School 


(L-R)  Jillian  Rodriguez  and  Jada  Holdiness  pose  with  their  kindergarten  teacher,  Mr. 
Cavasos. 


performed  several  songs  for  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  friends.  The  program  includ¬ 
ed  a  demonstration  of  their  learning 
skills. 

In  addition  to  graduation  cer¬ 
tificates,  the  students  received  awards 
for  good  behavior,  artistic  talents  and 
achievements.  Shyanna  Escobar  and 
Kegan  Sanchez  both  excelled  and  are 
looking  forward  to  entering  Village 
Oaks  Elementary. 

Highlands  Elementary  School 

The  kindergarten  graduation 
at  Highlands  Elementary  School  fol¬ 
lowed  a  theme  of  the  “Kinder 
Emmys.”  The  stage  was  covered  with 
an  arch  of  balloons,  large  wooden  “K” 
and  a  red  star  of  achievement.  The  stu¬ 
dents  had  worked  hard  for  several 
weeks  preparing  an  extraordinary  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  occasion,  which  included 
several  songs  and  recitations. 

Following  the  youngsters’ 
performance,  their  teacher,  Mr. 

Cavasos  presented  the  student  awards 
and  graduation  certificates.  Among 
those  honored  were 
Jillian  Rodriguez, 
daughter  of  Rhonda 
Nunez,  and  Jada 
Holdiness,  daughter 
of  Jimmy  Wayne 
Holdiness  and  Ada 
Campos.  Both  young 
ladies  excelled  during  the 
school  year  and  took 
their  turn  on  the  stage  for 
their  accomplishments. 
Mirror  Lakes 
Elementary 

Laurissa 

DelaRosa  attended  the 
fourth  grade  at  Mirror 
Lakes  Elementary  in 
Lehigh  Acres,  Fla.  dining 
the  past  school  year.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Amy 
Yzaguirre  and  Frankie 
DelaRosa. 

Laurissa 

received  the  highest 
awards  in  her  class  for 
the  2006-2007  school 
year.  Scoring  a  5  on  the 
fourth  grade  FCAT  read¬ 
ing  test  was  just  the 
beginning  of  her  many 
accomplishments 
acknowledged  during  the 
End  of  the  Year  ceremo¬ 
ny. 

As  Outstanding 
Student  of  the  Year, 
Laurissa  earned 

Judy  weeks  Excellence  Awards  in 
reading,  math,  science 
and  comprehensive 
skills.  She  achieved  100 


(L-R)  Seminole  Education  Intervention  Specialist  Diana  Rocha,  David  Billie,  Christopher 
Briscoll,  Juliza  Martinez,  Aaron  Alvarado  and  Victoria  Presley  of  Seminole  Education  in 
Immokalee  gather  at  Immokalee  Middle  School  following  the  Awards  Ceremony. 


Chelsey  Ford  receives  a  Rising  Star 
Award  at  the  Community  Christian 
School  of  LaBelle. 

points  in  the  Advanced  Reading  Program 
and  a  4.0  in  the  Florida  Proficiency  in 
Writing  Program. 

Her  position  on  the  All  “A” 

Honor  Roll  for  the  entire  year  preceded  the 
Ellis  Team  Award  for  Social 
Studies  Excellence  and  a 
Certificate  of  Appreciation  in 
News  Design  and  Ad 
Competition. 

Immokalee  Middle  School 

Four  members  of  the 
Immokalee  Tribal  community 
were  recognized  during 
awards  proceedings  at  the 
Immokalee  Middle  School  on 
May  25.  A  short  program  had 
been  prepared  by  the  students 
and  staff  prior  to  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  awards. 

Aaron  Alvarado,  son 
of  Roy  and  Mary  Lou 
Alvarado,  received  an 
Honorable  Mention  for  his 
contribution  to  the  Water 
Conservation  Contest;  David 
Billie,  son  of  David  and  Maria 
Billie,  received  a  Certificate  of 
Recognition  for  his  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  2007  Drop  Safer 
Contest;  Christopher  Briscoll, 
son  of  Dennis  Gonzales  and 
Susan  Davis  received  a 
National  Physical  Fitness 
Judy  Weeks  Award;  and  Juliza  Martinez, 
daughter  of  Juanita  Martinez 
was  honored  for  scholastic 
achievement. 
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Naples  Community  Education  Awards  recipients  with  their  families  and  sponsors. 


Education  Program  Attendees  Honored  at  Banquet 


By  Judy  Weeks 

NAPLES  —  The  Sunset  Room  at 
the  Beach  Club  Hotel  in  Naples  was  trans¬ 
formed  with  a  Disney  Cruise  theme  for  the 
Education  Incentive  Awards  Banquet  on 
June  9.  The  banquet  honored  Seminole 
Tribal  students  enrolled  in  the  Naples 
Education  Program. 

Upon  arriving,  the  young  scholars 
and  their  families  were  greeted  by  Mickey 
Mouse  in  a  room  filled  with  balloons. 
Water-print  tablecloths  and  bowls  filled 
with  goldfish  for  centerpieces  transported 
the  participants  into  the  cruise  atmosphere. 

The  parents  of  the  Naples  students 
are  very  active  participants  in  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  education  and  their  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  works  long  hours  in  an  attempt  to 
enhance  their  learning  experience.  The  par¬ 
ents’  investment  in  their  children’s  future 
was  obviously  worth  the  effort  as  each  of 
the  youngsters  was  honored  for  their 
achievements. 

Human  Resources  Director  Lee 
Zepeda  welcomed  the  group  and  gave 


opening  remarks  before  asking  Cory  Billie 
to  offer  the  blessing. 

Following  the  buffet,  the 
President  Richard  Bowers  addressed  the 
gathering. 

“We  are  here  today  to  celebrate 
our  children,  who  are  our  future,”  Bowers 
said.  “I  would  like  very  much  to  recognize 
their  teachers  who  are  helping  us  to  shape 
this  future  generation  and  let  them  know 
how  much  we  appreciate  their  efforts.” 

Bowers  then  introduced  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Education  staff  of 
Victoria  Presley  and  Alicia  McIntyre 
before  calling  Intervention  Specialist  Diana 
Rocha  to  the  podium. 

Rocha  talked  about  the  rewards  of 
education  being  achieved  through  responsi¬ 
bility,  as  well  as  accountability. 

“These  incentive  awards  are  our 
way  of  saying  that  we  are  proud  of  you 
and  recognize  how  hard  it  is  for  you  to  get 
out  of  bed  every  day,  go  to  school,  meet 
the  challenges  of  your  teachers  and  devel¬ 
op  a  positive  attitude,”  she  said.  “We  real¬ 


Judy  Weeks 


Tribal  Education  Intervention  Specialist  Diana  Rocha  acknowledges  the  hard  work 
of  the  Naples  students. 


Judy  Weeks 


President  Richard  Bowers  (R)  joins  Tribal  elders  (L-R)  Douglas  Osceola,  Tahama 
Osceola,  O.B.  Osceola  Sr.  and  Ingraham  Billie  Jr.  in  honoring  this  year’s  outstand¬ 
ing  students  of  the  Naples  Tribal  community. 


ize  that  your  parents  are  behind  you  all  the 
way,  helping  to  make  these  things  happen. 
It  is  a  team  effort  and  we  are  very  proud  of 
all  of  you.” 

Returning  to  Bowers,  he  acknowl¬ 
edged,  “When  you  are  young,  I  know  it  is 
very  difficult  to  do  all  the  things  people  are 
asking  of  you.  Beginning  with  preschool 
and  kindergarten,  a  whole  new  world 
opens  up  for  you.  Everywhere  you  turn, 
people  are  setting  goals  for  your  achieve¬ 
ment  and  at  six  years  old,  the  12th  grade  is 
a  long  way  off  and  appears  unreachable.” 

Pointing  to  O.B.  Osceola  Sr., 
Ingraham  Billie  Jr.  and  Tahama  Osceola, 
Bowers  continued,  “Respect  and  learn 
from  your  elders.  They  have  made  a  long 
journey  to  arrive  here  today.  They  grew  up 
in  chickees  deep  in  the  Everglades,  worked 
hard  to  adapt  to  their  new  environment  and 
raised  their  children  under  adverse  condi¬ 
tions  to  prepare  a  way  for  you.  Draw 
strength  from  them.  Go  beyond  today  and 
look  forward.  You  have  a  bright  future  and 
your  opportunities  are  limitless.” 

Inviting  the  educational  staff  and 
Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola  Jr.  to  come 
forward,  Zepeda  began  recognizing  the 
students  for  their  accomplishments. 
Certificates  of  Achievement,  medallions, 
trophies  and  more  were  distributed.  Each 
student  also  received  a  backpack  embroi¬ 
dered  with  the  Seminole  Education 
Department  logo. 

Following  the  festivities,  partici¬ 
pants  were  asked  to  look  under  their  chairs 
for  an  orange  sticker  which  entitled  them 
to  become  new  pet  owners  by  rewarding 
them  with  the  goldfish  centerpieces. 


Ross  Zepeda:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75, 

Attendance  Award 

Nicole  Slavik:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75 

Nicholas  Zeped:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75, 

Scholastic  Award 

Broden  Hagen:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75 

Matthew  Billie:  GPA  of  3.76-3.99, 

Attendance  Award,  Scholastic  Award 

Corinne  Zepeda:  GPA  of  3.76-3.99, 

Attendance  Award 

Victoria  Tucker:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75 

Marissa  Osceola:  GPA  of  3.76-3.99 

and  Scholastic  Award 

Bryce  Osceola:  GPA  of  3.76-3.99  and 

Advanced  Classes  Award 

Kaitlin  Billy:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75 

Dakota  Wheeler:  GPA  of  3.00-3.75 

Jessica  Osceola:  GPA  of  3.76-3.99 


Marissa  Osceola  accepts  an  Award  for  Scholastic  Achievement  from  Lee  Zepeda. 


Judy  Weeks 

Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola  Jr.  and  his  daughter  Bryce  join  hands  with  Mickey 
Mouse  as  they  celebrate  a  very  successful  school  year. 


Judy  Weeks 

Naples  Education  Incentive  Awards  recipients  pose  with  their  Tribal  Officials  and  education  staff  at  the  awards  banquet. 
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■  Are  you  interested  in 
gelling  your  G ED  hul 
triiditioFMl  methods  bav-e 
turned  you  awayf 
Si  is  never  too  Lire! 


■  The  Fairsily  Services 
Depart  mcnr  now  proudly 
offers  GED  tutoring  along 
with  a  GED-pfeparmion 
computer  program  on  ihe 
rcservaiionf 


If  you  are  imereslcd 


or  have  mty  que^iio^, 
please  Conlaet  Jasmine 
Porter,  Adult  Vocational 
Program,  V54M5  13141 


Sign  me  up  Induy?  Yes,  I  waul  to  be  ctmiaetod  in  get  mm 
Information  on  how  |  can  pel  my  GED  with  Ihc  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida’s  GED  program* 

iNamg 

Phi  me _ ^ 

Address _ 


I.Mum  l*>irtftlr  Srrikci  lk|raHrtlrtl.  .IMfci  Jiriw  BilHc  1-r..  Ilril^nl  1 1.  >1424.  Ti  l 
*M.WMi[].Ani:  Jtunlac  fafler.w  mtt\  EjEfelh  ''tn-k  c-i  IhfMrmeiH  rmi 


COMPLETE 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CENTER 


R|wi!<avic  I  he  luml\  to  make 

m  \  * 

Wcllnefs  CtWrc 
Reflexology 
Physical  Thera 
Massage  The  rap; 
Nutritional  Com 
Disc  Injuries 
Chronic  Pain 
Accident  l  Tran 


(954)  587-8700 

5973  Stirling  Road 
Davie,  Florida- 333 14. 

w  w  w.  co  ni  p  le  tec  h  i  rop  rac  I  rc  c  erit  er.  co  ni 


Poetry’s  Shimmer  and  Glare:  An  Essay 


By  Elgin  Juniper 

As  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  poetry’s  pres¬ 
ence,  in  one  form  or  another,  has  so  resonated.  Often  I 
was  “stopping  by  woods  on  snowy  evenings”  with 
Robert  Frost,  or  “raging,  raging  against  the  dying  of 
the  light”  with  Dylan  Thomas,  and  becoming  inspired 
and  reading  more  and  more  poetry. 

This  led  me,  much  later  on  in  life,  to  pursue 
the  long-held  dreams  of  my  own  poetry.  It  was  at  long 
last  realized  in  2006  with  the  publication  of  Nightfall, 
my  first  collection  of  poetry,  and  will  soon  be  record¬ 
ed  with  several  poetry  videos  as  well. 

But  I  was  alone  a  lot  when  I  was  younger, 
and  reading  poetry  just  seemed  to  click  with  me;  I 
could  work  through  certain  difficulties  with  the  words 
and  imagery.  And  of  course,  that  inexorably  led  me  to 
poets  such  as  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  and  his  “ Boats ” 
and  his  beautiful  rhymes  and  rhythms  and  Edgar  Allan 
Poe’s  poem  about  Helen  of  Troy,  “To  Helen ”  and  even 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow’s  “ Hiawatha .” 

All  these  poets  I  encountered  in  school 
libraries  and  after-class 
education  programs; 
poets  whose  words 
transported  me,  took 
me  places  I  wouldn’t 
have  otherwise  been 
taken  to.  And  yet  the 
miracles  presented 
themselves  unto  me,  as 
if  unto  a  long-standing 
friend,  faithful  and 
consoling,  and  I  knew 
I  always  wanted  to  be 
there. 

In  no  time  at 
all,  I  came  to  the  real¬ 
ization  that  I  loved 
being  inspired,  and  that 
I  treasured  so  the  read¬ 
ing  and  writing  more 
and  more,  for,  surely,  it 
had  become  hahit¬ 
forming,  and  left  me 
captivated  and  wonder¬ 
ing  how  in  the  world 
could  I  have  written 
such  truth,  such  beauty. 

It’s  beyond  me.  But 
that’s  OK.  Because  for 
me,  poetry’s  an  art 
form  —  truth  rather  than  fact  —  and  perceived 
through  deep  passions  and  profound  feelings  and  emo¬ 
tions,  and  yet  with  much  work  in  the  creation  and  in 
the  expression,  seeming  as  if  mere  remembrance. 

I  took  every  opportunity  to  read,  write  and 
recite  to  myself,  which  gave  me  familiarity  with  the 
rhythms  that  were  immersed  in  song  and  sound.  All 
the  while,  the  poetry  pulsated  with  the  radiant  qualities 
necessary  to  transcend  the  ordinary. 

When  I  was  young,  it  was  my  sister,  Alana, 
who  gave  me  the  love  of  reading  and  writing  and  liter¬ 
ary  pursuits.  She  had  shelves  with  multitudes  of  books 
and  I  recall  going  there,  standing  in  front  of  the  hooks, 
looking  up  and  being  inspired.  To  write  and  create  art: 
That’s  what  I  wanted  to  do  in  life! 

It  didn’t  always  turn  out  the  way  I  desired  it, 
though.  But  like  my  sister,  I  grew  to  cherish  words 
and  language  —  and  not  only 
the  Miccosukee  and  Creek, 
which  the  Seminoles  speak  — 
but  American  English  as  well. 

And  as  for  the  Miccosukee  lan¬ 
guage,  the  comprehension  is 
there  for  me,  but  sadly,  that 
essential  fluency,  which  is  so 
needed  in  these  times  we  live, 
has  slightly  diminished  through  city  life.  But  you  real¬ 
ly  have  to  credit  those  who  keep  up  the  language  and 
continue  to  preserve  its  unique  poetry  for  future  gener¬ 
ations.  Sho-na-hi-sha. 

But  I’ll  keep  on  keeping  on  and  when  times 
get  rough,  and  the  road  becomes  jagged  and 
unsmooth,  I’ll  think  of  Langston  Hughes,  and  his 
poem,  “ Mother  to  Son.”  I’ll  think  about  how  life  isn’t 
always  “a  crystal  stair”  and  how  the  mother  in  the 
poem  encourages  her  son  to  strive  onward,  urging, 
“Don’t  you  turn  back/Don’t  you  set  down  on  the 
steps/Cause  you  finds  it’s  kinder  hard/Don’t  you  fall 
now...” 

To  me,  that  poem  has  power,  so  much  power. 
Hughes  never  missed  a  thing  that  went  down  in 
Harlem,  for  he  took  it  all  in  and  wrote  it  down  and  he 
was  a  great  interpreter  of  the  American  experience. 

The  enjoyment  of  reading,  writing  and  recit¬ 
ing  poetry  required  an  appreciation  for  language,  and 
for  how  die  poem  can  come  to  life  when  it’s  being 
read  aloud.  I  tended  to  do  this  when  no  one  else  was 
around,  and  even  then,  reciting  to  myself  in  mono- 
tones  and  murmurs  scarcely  discernible.  And  yet  I  can 
still  picture  that  small  Seminole  boy  in  the  bedroom 
he  shared  with  his  older  brother,  the  younger  brother  a 
boy  who  fancied  himself  a  poet,  and  not  quite  enunci¬ 
ating  just  yet,  but  uttering  poetry  nonetheless,  and 
eventually  to  become  —  “always  becoming”  —  a 
Seminole  poem  longing  to  give  voice  to  passions. 

In  my  earlier  reading  years,  I  would  journey 


through  worlds  other  than  this  one,  “in  the  realms  of 
gold,”  as  the  poet,  John  Keats  referred  to  the  volumes 
and  texts  he  held  so  dear.  Now  I  recognize  the  simple 
truth  is  that  reading  poetry  —  mingled  with  writing 
and  the  creation  of  art  —  did  something  mystical  for 
me  and  went  even  further  to  the  affecting  my  soul  than 
any  other  activity  I  could  ever  come  up  with. 

I  love  the  feelings  I  get  when  I  read  some¬ 
thing  new!  “Ah,  now  that’s  true!”  I  exclaim.  “That’s 
right!”  And  though  I’ve  never  purported  to  understand 
it  all,  still,  I’m  so  very  grateful  for  the  prominence 
poetry’s  taken  in  my  life. 

All  I  know  is  that  poetry  has  power.  It  holds 
sway  over  me,  and  as  long  as  I  partake  of  the  lovely 
nectar  and  ambrosia  therein,  the  meaning  and  purpose 
shall  always  be  there,  for  I  have  seen  the  constant 
morning!  And  I  know  it  has  power. 

For  this  essay  is  being  written  for  a  poetry 
submerged  in  inspiration;  a  poetry  that  keeps  moving, 
continues  to  live  and  breath  no  matter  what,  keeps 
becoming,  continues  to  grow  and  unfold  and  dazzle, 
but  which  also  has 
areas  that  are  often 
incomprehensible, 
unexplainable.  To  that 
I  say  fervently,  “It’s  all 
right!  It’s  OK.”  for  I’ll 
still  cherish  those 
realms  of  gold,  for  it’s 
just  like  stepping  into 
another  room  filled 
with  overwhelming 
light  and  wondrous 
life! 

So  I’m  read¬ 
ing  poetry  and  writing 
poetry  and  now  recit¬ 
ing  poetry  for  real. 

And  that’s  what  fasci¬ 
nates  me  without 
cease.  But  I  strive  to 
never  forsake  the  art, 
the  frequent  works  of 
art,  paintings,  sculp¬ 
ture,  etc,,  and  to  me, 
those  are  silent  words, 
a  poetry  without 
words,  and  their  own 
unique,  visual  lan¬ 
guage,  incapable  of 
enunciations  and  sylla¬ 
bles  and  syntax,  because  the  truth  and  beauty  is 
already  apparent  in  the  rendering. 

And  as  if  everything  relied  on  poetry,  I 
carouse  the  crowded  shelves  of  the  local  bookstores 
and  for  some  reason,  the  booksellers  there  seem  to 
recognize  me  —  I  haven’t  the  slightest  idea  why,  mind 
you.  Perhaps  the  reasons  dwell  within  the  truth  that  1 
spend  so  much  time  there.  Who  knows  (smile)? 

But  the  poetry  keeps  moving  on,  keeps  snow¬ 
balling,  and  always  becoming,  forever  returning  like 
the  silver  waves  along  the  shoreline,  greeting  me  as 
great  art,  yet  drawing  away,  returning  with  coolness 
and  foam  and  all  the  time  wet  and  powerful.  Then  it 
draws  away  again  to  reappear  once  more,  making  its 
mark  upon  the  weathered  pages  of  my  warmest  days. 

And  a  lot  of  times,  as  if  an  exquisitely- 
wrapped  gift  from  God,  I’ll  find  new  poets  to  take  my 
breath  away,  to  send  me  even 
deeper  into  fresh  territories  of 
poetics,  journeying  on,  and 
extremely  uplifted,  I  never  know 
how  long  I’ll  stay  there,  reading, 
writing,  reciting!  I’m  so  grate¬ 
ful,  truth  to  tell,  and  therefore 
thank  the  hallowed  heavens 
above  for  the  feelings  and  emo¬ 
tions  I’ve  experienced. 

Now  poetry  has  embedded  itself  deeply  into 
my  heart,  into  my  very  being,  and  I’ll  continue  to  sail 
to  the  place  William  Butler  Yeats  referred  to  as 
“Byzantium.”  For  there  is  such  a  place,  you  see,  where 
poetry  comes  from.  But  where  it  is  I  could  not  say, 
and  yet  it  comes  to  me  from  afar,  and  I  journey  there 
by  a  paradox  of  phrases  and  imageries.  But  oh  what  a 
lovely  a  place  it  is! 

And  through  this  poetry,  an  encouraging 
place  in  life  was  found,  a  place  of  golden  light,  a  place 
of  meaning  and  purpose,  a  place  once  prevented  by 
unfortunate  circumstances,  but  now  a  place  well-real¬ 
ized.  And  so  into  this  extraordinary  paradise  I  love  so 
much,  I  emerge  time  and  time  again,  out  from  the 
shadows  of  the  past,  and  into  the  light. 

Now  I  write  and  create  art,  participate  and 
contribute  to  the  orange-red  sunburst  of  a  new  morn¬ 
ing  in  rays  of  hope,  praying  for  a  calm  flow  of  life’s 
rivers.  I’ll  continue  to  read,  write,  and  recite  poetry. 

I’ll  struggle  with  “the  problems  of  the  human  heart  in 
conflict  with  itself,”  to  come  to  grips  with  and  work 
through  the  poetry  of  the  human  spirit.  A  poetry  that’s 
constantly  in  motion,  indeed,  a  fantastic  poetry  that 
expresses  the  wonder  and  awe  I  feel  for  poetry  at 
times  changing  from  feelings  sorrowful,  then  abruptly 
to  feelings  cheerful,  so  that  all  along  the  smooth  roads 
and  pathways,  the  gentlest  breezes,  and  by  the  way- 
side,  the  most  colorful,  most  fragrant  gardens  and 
flowers  imaginable! 


“If  I  knew  where  poems 
came  from,  I’d  go  there.” 

—  Michael  Longley 


Criminal  Defense 


♦ 

DU  I 
VOP 

felony  a  misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 
family  Law 
Child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
- ♦ - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
C lewiston*  Florida 

- ♦ - 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  m,  Hendry,  n 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 
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Community  Celebrates  at  Summer  Block  Party 


Judy  Weeks 

The  Culture  Department  table  was  surrounded  by  eager  young  participants 
throughout  the  day. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Julie  Villareal  and  Laurissa  DelaRosa  won  the  dance  contest. 


Judy  Weeks 

R.C.  North  offered  exceptional  entertainment  for 
the  Block  Party  and  words  of  wisdom  for 
Immokaiee’s  youth. 


Judy  Weeks 

Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  talks  about  the  importance  of  exercise  and 
healthy  eating  habits  with  the  children. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Eliza  Mora,  Destiny  Jimmie  and  Jillian  Rodriguez  listen  as  Alicia 
Mora  tells  her  story  to  Linda  Freeman. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Family  Services 
Department  coordinated  with  other  administrative 
departments  in  organizing  a  Youth  Block  Party  for  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  community  on  June  1 .  Originally 
scheduled  to  take  place  at  the  Culture  Village  at  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Youth  &  Livestock  Ranch,  a 
summer  rain  storm  forced  a  last  minute  relocation  to 
the  Gym. 

This  resilient  group  quickly  adapted  to  their 
new  quarters  and  by  the  time  the  doors  opened  at  10 
a.m.,  they  were  ready  to  roll.  Junior  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  welcomed  everyone  and 
talked  to  the  group  about  helping  to  make  this  a  safe, 
healthy,  fun-filled  summer  vacation. 

The  Education  Department  had  a  large  variety 
of  art  and  craft  supplies  to  assist  the  young  artisans  in 
making  jewelry  boxes,  feathered  headdresses,  picture 
frames,  greeting  cards,  paper  dolls,  airplanes  and 
more.  A  continual  crowd  covered  in  glitter,  glue  and 
magic  markers  surrounded  their  booth  throughout  the 
party.  There  was  something  for  every  age  group  and 
many  of  the  older  children  appeared  to  really  enjoy 
helping  the  younger  ones. 

Assistant  Director  of  Education  Emma  Brown 
and  Education  Advisors  Juliza  Collazo,  Rebecca 
Bowers  and  Linda  Iley  traveled  all  the  way  from 
Hollywood  and  Brighton  to  assist  Immokaiee’s 
Victoria  Presley  and  Diana  Rocha  in  their  creative 
endeavor. 

The  girls  were  especially  intrigued  with  the 
artificial  food  on  display  at  the  Health  Booth. 
Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro  kept  a  captive  audience 
as  she  discussed  food  groups,  healthy  eating  and  exer¬ 
cise.  They  enjoyed  nutritious  snacks  as  she  quizzed 
them  on  the  food  pyramid. 

Julie  Bennett  and  Valerie  Morone,  represent¬ 
ing  Family  Services,  talked  about  prevention  and  peer 
pressure  in  the  Family  Services  area  and  passed  out 
some  rather  clever  little  toys  and  games.  Petra  Solimon 
of  the  Florida  Governor’s  Council  on  Indian  Affairs 
made  the  youngsters  aware  of  the  upcoming  Youth 
Summer  Program  scheduled  for  July  7-21  in 
Tallahassee. 

Seminole  Police  Department  Officers  Laura 
Herron  and  Michelle  Clay  interacted  with  the  commu¬ 
nity,  while  delivering  some  subtle  messages  about  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  prevention  and  wholesome  activities.  The 
children  were  quickly  attracted  to  the  variety  of  toys, 
games,  school  supplies,  comics  and  coloring  books 
which  lined  their  table. 

Representatives  from  the  Community  Care  for 
the  Elderly  staff  were  on  hand  to  make  the  residents 
aware  of  their  newly-opened  department  and  its  bene¬ 
fits,  with  attractive  handouts  for  the  adults. 

The  Recreation  Department  talked  with  the 
boys  and  girls  about  the  programs  that  they  have 
scheduled  for  the  summer.  Not  only  are  athletic  activi¬ 
ties  available  in  the  Gym,  but  each  week  has  been 
organized  to  provide  a  series  of  adventures  such  as  the 


movies,  water  parks,  putt-putt  golf,  the  bowling  alley, 
the  zoo,  nature  parks  and  much  more.  In  addition,  the 
Youth  Ranch  will  be  organizing  fun  days  every  few 
weeks  providing  an  opportunity  for  horseback  riding, 
picnics,  wagon  trips  through  the  woods  and  contests. 

The  Culture  Department  was  running  neck- 
and-neck  with  Education  in  being  the  most  popular 
activity  at  the  Block  Party.  Amy  and  Valeene  Clay  were 
joined  by  Ann  Billie  in  teaching  the  children  how  to 
make  Seminole  dolls,  dream  catchers,  bead  necklaces 
and  bracelets. 

The  boys  and  girls  were  like  a  swarm  of  bees 
around  this  booth  throughout  the  day  and  appeared  to 
be  thrilled  with  the  items  they  completed.  In  answer  to 
the  most  frequently  asked  question:  “Yes,  there  will  be 
Culture  Classes  held  at  the  Library  on  a  regular  sched¬ 
ule  throughout  the  summer.” 

Regardless  of  age,  everyone  was  attracted  to 
the  wonderful  performance  by  R.C.  North  and  his  band 
Hybiskus.  With  his  father,  Robert  North  Sr.,  on  the 
drums  and  Family  Services’  Eric  Bricker  on  the  guitar, 
R.C.  wowed  the  group  with  his  repertoire  of  music 
from  a  variety  of  genres. 

Talking  to  the  audience  between  each  selec¬ 
tion,  he  delivered  a  powerful  message  to  children  of  all 
ages.  They  definitely  look  up  to  him  as  a  role  model 
and  were  shocked  to  learn  that  he  enjoys  riding  his  bike 
around  and  isn’t  in  any  hurry  to  start  driving. 

“Take  time  to  enjoy  your  youth,  it  will  be  gone 
before  you  know  it  and  big  people  have  big  responsibil¬ 
ities,”  he  cautioned. 

Laurissa  DelaRosa  and  her  cousin  Julie 
Villareal  won  the  Family  Services  Department  dance 
competition  with  their  hip-hop  and  tap  renditions.  Girls’ 
Club  sponsor  Linda  Freeman  of  Family  Services  organ¬ 
ized  a  story  telling  contest  that  drew  several  entries. 
Weaving  their  tales,  the  future  authors  told  scary,  funny 
and  cute  little  stories  drawn  from  the  recesses  of  their 
minds.  The  winners  were  Laurissa  DelaRosa,  Julie 
Villareal,  Aliyah  and  Alicia  Mora. 

Before  offering  the  blessing  at  lunch  time, 
Robert  North  addressed  the  children. 

“Youth  are  more  precious  than  silver  and 
gold,”  he  said.  “You  are  our  most  valuable  possession 
and  we  cherish  you.  You  are  our  tomorrow.” 


Judy  Weeks 

Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  welcomes  the  Block  Party  par¬ 
ticipant^ 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Charlotte  Porcaro,  Elsa  Zamora  and  Mary  Lou  Alvarado  distribute  a 
healthy  luncheon. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Willie  Smith  and  James  Mora  display  the  feathered  headdresses  they  made  at  the  Block  Party. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Cassandra  Jimmie  and  Jillian  Rodriguez 
working  on  projects  at  the  Education  booth. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Juliza  Collazo,  Linda  Iley,  Emma  Brown,  Rebecca  Bowers,  Diana 
Rocha  and  Victoria  Presley  (seated)  from  the  Seminole  Education  Department 
had  one  of  the  most  popular  booths  at  the  Youth  Block  Party. 
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Health  Comer  *  C hah -nee-ken  chao-ke  *:*  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


The  BC  Community  Center  staff  created  this  inspiring  scenery  for  the  awards. 


New  Tribal  Member  Health  Plan 
Cards  and  Revised  Health  Plan  Books 

Submitted  by  Connie  Whidden,  Health  Director 

New  Health  Plan  Cards  and  books  were  mailed  to  Tribal  Members  at  the  end  of  April.  These  new 
Cards  and  Plan  Books  were  effective  as  of  May  1. 

New  Member  Health  Plan  Card 

When  you  receive  your  new  Health  Plan  Card,  please  review  your  name  on  your  card  to  ensure  it  is 
correct.  Begin  using  your  new  card  immediately  and  destroy  your  old  Health  Plan  Card.  Please  make  sure  you 
present  your  new  Health  Plan  Card  to  all  medical,  dental  and  pharmacy  providers  prior  to  receiving  services. 

In  addition,  please  note  that  your  Social  Security  number  is  no  longer  printed  on  your  Health  Plan 
Card  nor  is  it  used  as  your  member  identification  number.  It  was  replaced  by  a  unique  computer  assigned  iden¬ 
tification  number  that  was  given  to  you  and  your  dependents,  if  applicable.  This  change  was  made  to  protect 
your  privacy  and  security  and  to  provide  protection  against  identity  theft. 


-I 

;5 


Old  Card 


BC  Weight  Loss  Contest  Promotes 
Eating  Smart,  Playing  Hard 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 
BIG  CYPRESS  —  Big  Cypress  celebrated 
another  successful  weight  loss  competition  on  May  21. 
The  competition  ran  from  Jan.  10-May  8. 

The  awards  celebration  began  with  a  lively 
game  of  Food  BINGO,  where  players  had  to  match 
their  cards  with  clues  about  food  from  Big  Cypress 
Dietician  Sue  Fundingsland.  Door  prizes  that  promot¬ 
ed  healthy  eating  and  physical  activity  were  given  out 
during  the  event.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  healthy  lunch 
provided  and  served  by  Renegade  Barbeque. 

Big  Cypress  Tribal  Council  Representative 
David  Cypress  joined  the  emcees  Stan  Firschman  and 
Marjorie  Meredith  on  stage  to  congratulate  all  the 
winners  and  offer  words  of  motivation  and  praise. 
Cypress  also  added  a  word  of  thanks  to  Edna 
McDuffie,  community  outreach  coordinator,  for  all  her 
efforts  in  organizing  a  successful  weight  loss  contest 
and  awards  luncheon. 

For  information  about  healthy  ways  to  lose 
please  contact  your  reservation’s  health  educator  and 
dietician. 


Tribal  Citizens 

Female:  1.  Lydia  Cypress  II,  26  pounds, 
2.  Diane  Hall,  18.5  pounds,  3.  Dale  Grasshopper, 
17  pounds,  4.  Renee  Tigertail,  13.5  pounds,  4. 
Cynthia  Osceola,  13.5  pounds,  5.  Virginia 
Garcia,  9  pounds;  Male:  1.  Josh  Jumper,  13 
pounds,  2.  Charlie  Cypress,  12.5  pounds,  3. 
Ciscero  Osceola,  8  pounds,  4.  Alvin  Buster  Jr.,  7 
pounds,  5.  Jonah  Cypress,  2.5  pounds. 

Tribal  Employees/BC  Community  Members 
Female:  1.  Karen  Shaw,  23  pounds,  2. 
Mary  Bear,  15  pounds,  3. Evelyn  Gilkes,  14 
pounds,  4.  Brisa  Hernandez,  12.5  pounds,  5. 
Glynnis  Bowers,  10  pounds;  Male:  1.  Reanalda 
Serrano,  34.5  pounds,  2.  Stephen  Zitnick,  27.5 
pounds,  3.  Dominque  Troadec,  26.5  pounds,  4. 
Brian  Brown,  22  pounds,  5.  Warren  Melhom, 

21.5  pounds. 


Revised  Member  Health  Plan  Book 

Please  review  and  keep  this  book  on  hand.  Some  of  the  changes  to  read  over  include: 
Chiropractic,  acupuncture,  and  massage  therapy; 

Physical,  speech,  and  occupational  therapy; 

Smoking  cessation; 

Dental  implants; 

Eye  surgery  to  correct  refractive  error; 

Orthodontics;  and 

Oral  Health  Risk  Assessment  and  Examination  under  age  3. 


Everyone  enjoyed  the  healthy  lunch  from  Renegade  Barbeque 


The  POLICE  KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  -  DO  YOU? 

Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 
954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  i  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl’S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tha  hlrtfiQ  <jr  an  aiwrnay  Is  an  iro^wrlaml  toclsito  itol  Stoold  riel  to  totofl  SOWy 
upto  acWnsament.  Hidwrti  Castillo  worhod  as  a  Public  Dfllenriar  in  Brnwaul 
County  From  1900'TfKS  and  has  been  in  private  practice  lor  nine  yaara. 

In  1995  ha  was  voted  Iho  Trial  Attorney  of  tha  year.  Ho  graduated  from 
Capiat  University  In  1909  and  was  admitted  te  the  Florida  Bar  mi  I9B0. 

Federal  Bar  in  1995,  and  the  Federal  Tnal  Bar  in  1994. 


Press  the  fallowing  l»  yov  reservation: 

Fress  1  (or  lollyiMoCa  Trail 
Press  2iorBig  Giiptess& lirmokalee 
Pitss3lor  Brighten,  ft  Pitm  Tampa 


New  Prescription  Benefits  Information 

On  May  1,  we  changed  our  Pharmacy  Benefits  Manager  from  Pharmacy  Services  Group  (PSG)  to 
National  Medical  Health  Card  Systems,  Inc.  (NMHC).  There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  your  prescrip¬ 
tions  from  your  same  pharmacy.  Please  contact  one  of  the  Clinics  listed  below  if  you  would  like  information  on 
mail  order  prescriptions  or  online  services  offered  by  NMHC. 

We  encourage  you  to  utilize  the  Seminole  Pharmacy  located  on  the  Hollywood  reservation,  and  for 
your  convenience,  we  added  the  Pharmacy’s  telephone  number,  (866)  961-7210,  to  the  back  of  your  Health 
Plan  Card.  The  Pharmacy  is  open  Monday  through  Friday  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

You  can  obtain  prescriptions  from  the  Seminole  Pharmacy  in  several  ways: 

Drop-off  and/or  pick-up  prescriptions  directly  at  the  Pharmacy; 

Receive  prescriptions  at  your  home  using  the  mail  order  service  if  you  reside  out  of  the  area;  and/or 

Order  and  pick-up  prescriptions  through  the  Seminole  Clinic.  Orders  are  delivered  to  each  reservation 
daily  from  the  Pharmacy. 

Please  contact  the  Patient  Services  Coordinator  at  one  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Health  Clinics 
listed  below  if  you  have  not  received  your  new  card  and  book  in  the  mail  or  if  you  need  to  correct  your  name 
on  your  card.  Big  Cypress  Health  Clinic,  Wendy  Long,  (863)  983-5151;  Hollywood  Health  Clinic,  Karen  Lee, 
(954)  962-2009;  Brighton,  Tampa,  Ft.  Pierce  Area  Health  Clinic;  Gail  McClenithan,  (863)  763-0271; 

Immokalee  Health  Clinic,  Jarixsa  Yslas,  (239)  867-3400. 
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Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  so  sad.  I  have  tried  and  tried  to  con¬ 
trol  my  weight.  My  weight  is  always  on  my  mind  I 
have  made  food  my  best  friend.  I  feel  I  cannot  con¬ 
trol  myself —  I  eat  when  I’m  happy,  sad,  lonely  — 
I  eat  all  the  time.  Please  help  me. 

Signed: 

Struggling 

Dear  Struggling: 

Weight-control  requires  discipline  and 
perseverance.  The  good  news  is  that  you  can  con¬ 
trol  your  weight  through  behavior  modification. 
Changes  in  your  behavior  will  not  only  help  you 
lose  weight,  but  will  help  you  keep  it  off.  The  con¬ 
cept  is  to  set  achievable  goals  and  keep  the  focus 
on  diet  and  exercise. 

Most  diets  fail  because  the  exercise  com¬ 
ponent  is  missing  from  the  program.  In  order  to 
maintain  your  current  weight,  your  caloric  con¬ 
sumption  must  equal  the  amount  of  calories 
burned  each  day.  To  lose  weight  the  caloric  intake 
must  be  less  than  the  number  of  calories  burned. 
The  bottom  line  is  that  dieting  doesn ’t  work  with¬ 
out  exercising. 


Struggling,  your 
letter  tells  me  that  you 
are  ready  to  control  your 
weight.  I  would  encour¬ 
age  you  to  contact  the  Seminole  Health 
Department  The  professional  counselors  in  the 
department  are  motivated  to  assist  you  in  your 
journey.  With  a  counselor’s  help  you  will  be  aware 
of  what  you’re  eating.  They  will  assist  you  in  read¬ 
ing  labels  to  determine  whether  products  are  low- 
fat,  fat  free  or  low-calorie. 

You  should  also  keep  a  food  diary  to  help 
you  maintain  awareness  about  what  you’re  eating. 
If  and  when  you  start  to  gain,  you  can  see  in  writ¬ 
ing  exactly  what  it  is  you  ’re  eating  that’s  causing 
you  to  gain  weight  because  of  your  food  intake. 

Here  are  some  more  tips:  Drink  lots  of 
water;  keep  your  consumption  of  fat  to  30  percent 
of  your  total  caloric  intake;  cut  back  on  sugar  and 
increase  your  consumption  of  fiber. 

Maintaining  your  weight  is  going  to  be 
tough  work,  but  you  can  do  it! 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


Tips  on  Swimming  Pool  Safety 


Are  We  Drinking  Enough  Water? 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicat¬ 
ed  columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning 
senior  citizens’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses 
are  his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question, 
please  write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights 
Reserved  ©  2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q.  I’m  considering  having  a  hip  replaced. 
What  are  the  odds  that  this  operation  will  work? 

A:  The  American  Academy  of  Orthopaedic 
Surgeons  says  joint  replacement  surgery  is  success¬ 
ful  in  more  than  nine  out  of  10  people.  And  replace¬ 
ment  of  a  hip  or  knee  lasts  at  least  20  years  in  about 
80  percent  of  those  who  have  the  surgery. 

In  the  procedure,  an  arthritic  or  damaged 
joint  is  removed  and  replaced  with  an  artificial  joint 
called  a  “prosthesis.”  Artificial  joints  are  medical 
devices,  which  must  be  cleared  or  approved  by  the 
FDA  before  they  can  be  marketed  in  the  U.S. 

The  goal  of  surgery  is  to  relieve  the  pain  in 
the  joint  caused  by  the  damage  done  to  cartilage, 
the  tissue  that  serves  as  a  protective  cushion  and 
allows  smooth,  low-friction  movement  of  the  joint. 
Total  joint  replacement  is  considered  if  other  treat¬ 
ment  options  will  not  bring  relief. 

In  an  arthritic  knee,  the  damaged  ends  of 
the  bones  and  cartilage  are  replaced  with  metal  and 
plastic  surfaces  that  are  shaped  to  restore  knee 
function.  In  an  arthritic  hip,  the  damaged  ball  and 
socket  of  this  joint  are  replaced  by  a  metal  ball  and 
plastic  socket.  Several  metals  are  used,  including 
stainless  steel,  alloys  of  cobalt  and  chrome,  and 
titanium.  The  plastic  material  is  durable  and  wear- 
resistant  polyethylene. 

The  two  most  common  joints  requiring 
this  form  of  surgery  are  the  knee  and  hip,  which  are 


weight-bearing. 

But  replacements 
can  also  be  performed 
on  other  joints,  including  the 
ankle,  foot,  shoulder,  elbow  and  fingers. 

After  total  hip  or  knee  replacement  you 
will  often  stand  and  begin  walking  the  day  after 
surgery.  Initially,  you  will  walk  with  a  walker, 
crutches  or  a  cane.  Most  patients  have  some  tempo¬ 
rary  pain  in  the  replaced  joint  because  the  surround¬ 
ing  muscles  are  weak  from  inactivity  and  the  tis¬ 
sues  are  healing,  but  it  will  end  in  a  few  weeks  or 
months. 

Exercise  is  an  important  part  of  the  recov¬ 
ery  process.  After  your  surgery,  you  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  play  golf,  walk  and  dance.  However,  more 
strenuous  sports,  such  as  tennis  or  running,  may  be 
discouraged. 

There  can  be  complications  from  joint- 
replacement  surgery.  These  include  infection,  blood 
clots,  loosening  of  the  prosthesis,  dislocation  of  the 
joint,  excessive  wear,  prosthetic  breakage  and  nerve 
injury.  There  are  remedies  for  all  of  these  complica¬ 
tions,  but  sometimes  the  correction  will  take  more 
surgery. 

Surgeons  are  refining  techniques  and 
developing  new  ones  such  as  minimal-incision  sur¬ 
gery.  Instead  of  a  6-  to  12-inch-long  incision  used 
in  a  standard  total  knee  replacement,  some  surgeons 
are  using  a  4-  to  5-inch  incision.  And  instead  of  the 
typical  10-  to  12-inch  incision  in  a  total  hip  replace¬ 
ment,  surgeons  are  operating  through  one  4-inch  cut 
or  two  2-inch  cuts. 

Minimal  incisions  reduce  trauma,  pain  and 
hospital  stays.  But  not  all  patients  are  candidates 
for  minimal-incision  surgery. 


“What  we  understand  is  that  if  cancer  runs 
in  your  family  it  could  be  because  your  family  had 
similar  eating  patterns,  similar  lifestyle  patterns,  as 
well  as  lived  in  the  same  area,”  said  Davis.  “It’s 
really  important  that  we  take  another  look  at. .  .the 
kinds  of  chemicals  that  we  are  using  everyday.” 

“We  think  that  there  are  alternatives  that 
can  be  used,”  she  added. 

The  U.S.  government  has  been  reluctant  to 
institute  new  restrictions  on  the  production  of  highly 
profitable  synthetic  chemicals,  but  European  regula¬ 
tors  are  taking  the  issue  very  seriously.  The 

European  Commission’s  new 
Registration,  Evaluation, 
Authorisation  and  Restriction  of 
Chemicals  (REACH)  Program, 
calls  on  chemical  manufacturers 
selling  anywhere  in  Europe  to 
re-register  and  re-evaluate  the 
potential  health  hazards  — 
including  cancer  risks  —  of 
their  products.  Environmental 
and  public  health  advocates 
|  hope  that  American  chemical 
companies  will  follow  that  lead 
with  chemicals  sold  here. 

In  the  meantime,  con¬ 
sumers  can  help  prevent  cancer  by 
buying  and  eating  organic  foods, 
avoiding  pesticides  and  other  synthet¬ 
ic  chemicals  whenever  possible,  using 
non-plastic  containers  to  reheat  and 
store  foods  (some  plastics  are 
thoughts  to  leach  cancer-causing 
chemicals  into  food  when  heated),  and 
supporting  government  regulation  and 
more  research  on  synthetic  chemicals 
and  their  effects. 

Contacts:  Silent  Spring  Institute, 
www.silentspring.org;  European  Commission’s 
REACH  Program,  ec.europa.eu/environment/chemi- 
cals/reach/reachintro.htm. 

Got  An  Environmental  Question?  Send  it 
to:  EarthTalk,  c/o  E/The  Environmental  Magazine, 
P.O.  Box  5098,  Westport,  CT  06881;  submit  it  at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,  or  e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.  Read  past  columns  at: 
www.  emagazine  .com/earthtalk/archive  s  .php . 


Submitted  by  Hristu  Chepa,  Environmental 
Health  Program 

Summertime  is  here!  Pool  Safety  Week, 
May  28-June  5,  has  just  passed,  thus  inaugurating 
the  beginning  of  the  2007  pool  season.  That  means 
that  it’s  time  to  get  the  swimming  gear  and  head  to 
the  pools. 

When  it  comes  to  pool  safety, 
the  Tribe’s  pool  inspectors  are 
working  diligently  to  assess 
and  correct  imminent  health 
and  safety  hazards  in  and 
around  the  Tribe’s 
community/ public 
pools.  But  wait 
you  have  an 
important  role  to 
play  too!  Before 
you  rush  over  to 
your  favorite 
pool,  there  are  a 
few  safety  tips 
that  you  have  to 
remember. 

Did  you 
know  tha 
there  are 

under  the  age  of  five 
that  drown?  Pool  safety  is 
not  just  good  information, 
but  it  could  save  your  life  or  a 
loved  one’s  life. 

Never  leave  a  child  unattend¬ 
ed,  even  if  they  are  good  swimmers. 

Flotation  devices  should  never  be  substituted 
for  supervision. 

If  your  child  is  missing,  then  the  pool 
should  be  the  first  place  you  look.  If  a  child  has  fall¬ 
en  in  the  water,  then  seconds  count. 

Learn  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  (CPR) 
so  you  can  act  fast  if  a  crisis  should  arise. 

Don’t  dive  or  jump  into  water  that  is  not  at 
least  12  feet  deep. 

No  running,  horse  playing,  or  eating  food  in 
or  around  the  pool. 

Never  swim  alone;  always  swim  with  a 
buddy.  Keep  an  eye  on  each  other.  Even  if  you  are  a 
great  swimmer,  it  is  always  best  to  have  a  buddy 
around  for  extra  safety. 

Swim  only  in  safe,  guarded  areas.  Know 
how  deep  the  water  is.  Be  aware  that  in  natural  bod- 


Submitted  By  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

I’m  sure  many  of  us  have  heard  it  a  million 
times  —  “I’m  dying  of  thirst!”  Well,  it  just  might  be 
the  case.  Water,  or  H20,  is  made  up  of  two  parts 
hydrogen  and  one  part  oxygen.  It  is  essential  to  human 
life,  yet  most  people  take  it  for  granted. 

The  human  body  is  made  up  of  approximate¬ 
ly  60  percent  water,  or  about  10-12  gallons.  So  it’s 
important  to  replenish  the  body’s  water  supply  in 
order  to  function  properly.  In  fact,  a  slight  drop  of 
even  two  percent  of  our  body’s  water  supply  can  lead 
to  signs  of  dehydration,  such  as  thirst,  rapid  heart¬ 
beat,  dry  lips  and  mouth  and  feeling  lightheaded 
or  dizzy.  This  is  because  water  is  involved  in 
almost  every  process  that  is  necessary  for 
life. 

Water  serves  as  a  lubricant 
for  our  cells  and  joints  and  it  regulates 
body  temperature.  It  helps  prevent 
constipation  and  forms  the  base  for 
saliva  and  regulates  metabolism. 

Water  aids  in  the  transportation  and 
absorption  of  nutrients  and  helps 
eliminate  waste.  In  addition  to  the 
daily  maintenance  of  our  bodies, 
drinking  enough  water  can  reduce  the 
risk  of  several  types  of  cancer. 

Those  are  just  a  few  exam¬ 
ples  of  how  water  affects  the  many 
systems  of  our  bodies.  People  need  to 
chink  enough  water  to  stay  healthy. 

But  how  much  is  really  enough? 

Although  there  are  many 
theories  about  how  much  we  should 
drink,  most  experts  agree  with  drink¬ 
ing  at  least  eight  to  12  cups  of  water 
daily,  which  can  come  from  drinking 
water,  other  beverages  and  water  in 
foods.  General  recommendations 
were  set  at  approximately  16  cups  of  total  water  from 
all  beverages  and  food,  for  men  and  1 1  cups  for 
women. 

However,  that  might  not  be  enough. 

The  amount  of  water  needed  should  be  on  an 
individual  basis.  Certain  medications,  a  high  fiber  diet 
and  age  can  increase  the  need  for  water.  Research  says 
that  most  adults  lose  about  2.5  quarts  of  water  per  day 
through  sweating,  breathing  and  eliminating  waste. 
Athletes  and  those  living  in  warmer  climates  tend  to 


lose  more.  These  people  need  to  drink  more  water  to 
make  up  for  greater  losses  through  perspiration  and 
regulation  of  body  temperature.  To  ensure  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  body’s  fluid  balance,  you  need  to  drink 
water  everyday. 

There  are  three  important  rules  to  remember 
when  drinking  water:  Drink  twice  as  much  as  it  takes 
to  quench  your  thirst;  drink  frequently  throughout  the 
day  to  prevent  dehydration;  and  drink  at  least  eight 
glasses  daily  or  one  cup  for  every  20  pounds  of  body 
weight.  For  example,  a  150  pound  person  who 
does  not  exercise  or  work  in  hot  climates 
needs  7.5  cups. 

Some  juices  and  green  tea  may 
account  for  fluid  intake.  However,  it’s 
better  to  eliminate  beverages  such  as  cof¬ 
fee  and  alcohol.  They  contain  caffeine 
which  promotes  urination  and  therefore 
water  loss. 

Some  other  ways  to  make 
sure  you’re  drinking  enough  water 
everyday:  Take  a  water  break  instead  of 
drinking  coffee  or  a  soda;  keep  a  con¬ 
tainer  of  water  handy  at  your  desk;  take 
a  drink  whenever  you  walk  by  a  water 
fountain;  and  keep  a  bottle  of  water  handy 
in  your  backpack  or  tote  bag. 

Another  trick  to  ensure  you’re 
drinking  enough  is  to  fill  a  pitcher  or  jug 
with  your  daily  allotment  of  water  and 
keep  it  with  you  at  all  times.  As  you 
drink  the  water,  you  know  you  are  on 
your  way  to  drinking  enough  water  to 
keep  you  hydrated. 

And  finally,  those  frequent 
trips  to  the  bathroom  could  help 
you  see  if  you’re  drinking  enough 
water.  A  good  indicator  that  one  is 
drinking  enough  water  is  when  urine  comes  out  pale 
yellow  to  clear.  A  dark  yellow  color  indicates  your 
body  is  dehydrated  and  is  concentrating  urine  in  an 
effort  to  conserve  water. 

For  more  information  on  hydration  or  other 
health  topics  please  call  your  reservation’s  health  edu¬ 
cators:  Tina  Mennella,  Hollywood,  (954)  965-1300, 
Ext.  113;  Barbara  Boling,  Brighton,  (863)  763-0271, 
Ext.  125;  Marjorie  Meredith,  Big  Cypress,  (863)  983- 
5798,  Ext.  120;  and  Charlotte  Porcaro,  Immokalee, 
(239)  867-1300,  Ext.  16327. 


Dear  EarthTalk:  Is  there  any  proof  linking 
human  breast  cancer  to  exposure  to  chemicals  in  the 
environment?  Or  do  researchers  think  most  cases  of 
breast  cancers  are  genetically  inherited? 

—  Bettine  Carroll,  New  York,  NY 


A  groundbreaking  research  study  coordi¬ 
nated  by  the  non-profit  Silent  Spring  Institute  and 
recently  published  by  the  American  Cancer  Society 
found  that  synthetic  chemicals  have  likely  played  a 
large  role  in  the  rising  incidence  of  breast  cancer 
throughout  the  world  over  the  last  half-century. 

The  study  identified  216  man¬ 
made  chemicals  —  including  those  found 
in  everyday  products  like  pesticides,  cos¬ 
metics,  dyes,  drugs  and  gasoline  (and  diesel 
exhaust)  —  that  have  been  shown  to  cause 
breast  cancer  in  animals.  Researchers  believe 
these  substances,  many  of  which  “mimic” 
naturally  occurring  hormones  once  inside  the 
body,  are  also  to  blame  for  the  increasing 
prevalence  of  human  breast  cancer. 

According  to  epidemiologist 
Devra  Lee  Davis  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh’s  Graduate  School  of 
Public  Health  and  one  of  the  lead 
researchers  on  the  new  study,  the 
more  hormones  cycling  through  a 
woman’s  body  during  her  life¬ 
time,  the  more  likely  she  is  to 
develop  breast  cancer.  Synthetic 
chemicals  that  mimic  hormones 
magnify  the  risk,  as  the  body  does¬ 
n’t  know  the  difference  between  its  own 
real  hormones  and  other  introduced 
chemicals. 

Only  one  in  10  women  who 
develop  breast  cancer  inherits  a  defective  gene  from 
their  parents,  Davis  adds.  This  means  that  in  90  per¬ 
cent  of  breast  cancer  cases  studied,  external  non- 
genetic  agents  (e.g.  synthetic  chemicals)  contributed 
to  the  development  of  the  cancer. 

Another  telling  clue  is  the  fact  that  the 
breast  cancer  risk  of  adopted  children  parallels  the 
risk  of  the  family  they  grew  up  in,  not  that  of  then- 
biological  family,  as  proven  by  analyzing  medical 
records  from  Scandinavian  countries  that  keep 
detailed  registries  following  people  from  birth  to 
death. 


ies  of  water,  swift  current,  deep  water  and/or  a  sud¬ 
den  drop-off  can  get  you. 

Don’t  assume  that  drowning  or  a  drowning 
incident  couldn’t  happen  to  you  or  your  family. 

And  lastly,  don’t  forget  to  have  fun. 

The  Seminole  Health  Department  routinely 
and  randomly  tests  the  Tribe’s  community  pool 
water.  Tribal  pool  inspectors  not  only  look  for  poten¬ 
tial  physical  hazards  but  also  look  to  make  sure  that 
the  water  quality  of  the  pool  is  up  to  standard. 

The  Environmental  Health  Program 
promptly  requests  that  you  report  any  pool-related 
hazards  to  the  on-duty  pool  manager  or  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Health  Department.  The  department 
can  be  reached  at  (954)  962-2009. 


Domestic  Cars  954-522-4165 

Foreign  Cars  Fax  954-527-0211 

Ramsey  Paint  &  Body  Inc* 

CLN289 

Same  Location  Since  1964 
CHIEF-EZ-UNER 

The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

209  S.W.  ISth  Street  ■  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33215 
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2  WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED  n 

CO  m 

*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years!  * 


fears!  * 


FrontRowUSA .  com 


A 


Ticket  Brokets 


Top  Concerts 


THE  POLICE-30TH 
ANNIVERSARY  TOUR, 
ISABEL  PANTOJA, 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
GREEN/SUGARLAND, 
TOOL,  THOMAS  AND 
FRIENDS,  LISA 
LAM  PA  NELLI, 
ALEJANDRO  SANZ, 
JOHN  MAYER 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL. NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XU  SPECIALIST.  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 
YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION, 
MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS, 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


'GO  DIEGO  GO'  LIVE! 
DISNEY’S  HIGH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THE  fCE  TOUR 
SESAME  STREET  LIVE! 
ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 


Concerts  |  Theatre  |  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  Fro/?fRow(/$4,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 
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Sports  ‘  Ham-pa-leesb-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Tribal  Citizens  Showcased  at 
International  Level 

2nd  Annual  Lisa  Ingram  International  Girls  and  Boys  Elite 
Basketball  Tournament  II 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

CORAL  SPRINGS,  Fla.  —  Sports 
gives  players  an  opportunity  to  take  risks, 
and  do  things  they  would  never  think  about 
doing.  Who  said  playing  basketball  would  be 
a  way  to  travel  overseas  and  make  new 
friends  around  the  globe? 

The  Lisa  Ingram  International  Girls 
and  Boys  Elite  Basketball  Tournament 
brought  many  teams  to  the  court.  The  tourna¬ 
ment  had  all  the  components  of  a  successful 
and  entertaining  one,  with  a  3-point  contest, 
slam  dunk  contest,  and  even  a  hve  DJ. 


The  boy’s  Seminole  team  poses  after  winning  third  place. 


Shannon  Blyth,  12,  Cardinal  Gibbons 
Valeria  Bruno,  10,  Coral  Glades 


Kendra  Corbin,  12,  Dillard 


most  of  her  career  in  Italy. 

Tip-off  started  on  June  12  at  the 
Coral  Glades  High  School,  and  the  excite¬ 
ment  went  through  June  14.  While  this 
tournament  is  only  in  its  second  year,  it 
has  a  17  year  history.  It  began  as  an  out¬ 
growth  of  Team  Florida  USA,  touring 
Europe  for  25  years  and  promoting  the 
idea  of  international  basketball  and  world 
friendship  —  not  to  mention  giving  each 
participant  an  experience  they  will  never 
forget. 

Girl’s  teams  that  played  in  the 
tournament  were:  Team  Florida  USA, 

Pines  Charter  Jaguars,  Douglas  Lady 
Eagles  Basketball,  Finland,  Lady  Pressure 
#1  and  Lady  Pressure  #2.  Boy’s  teams 
were:  Coral  Glades  Jaguars,  Lauderdale 
Lakes  Vipers,  Seminoles,  Broward 
Buccaneers  and  Riga  Latvia. 

In  the  girl’s  fight  to  the  champi¬ 
onship  round,  Team  Florida  USA  faced 
Lila  Osceola-Heard  pressure  in  the  semifinal  game.  It  was  a 
scrappy,  up  and  down,  fast-paced  game 
_  with  team  Florida’s  Chelsea  Mountain  giv¬ 
ing  her  team  a  fighting  chance  to  stay  alive 
with  good  passes,  rebounds  and  tough  defense. 

“It  was  fun  and  exciting  to  play  against  peo¬ 
ple  from  another  country,”  she  said.  “I  can’t  wait  to 
go  to  Italy  in  July;  we  have  to  get  in  better  shape 
before  we  go  though.” 

The  boy’s  bracket  was  tough  and  brought 
many  challenges  to  the  court  for  the  Seminoles.  They 
ended  up  playing  the  boy’s  from  Latvia  in  the  semi’s 
and  won  by  three  points  in  overtime.  Jerome  Davis 
and  Kevin  Hincapie  led  the  charge  and  brought  home 
the  third  place  trophy. 

Lisa  Ingram  is  taking  over,  not  only  the 
international  tournament,  but  the  international  team 
tours  of  Europe.  This  July,  Team  Florida  will  depart 
for  a  tour  of  Italy. 


Chelsea  Mountain,  #24,  gets  a  clean  block  on  the 
defense. 


Lisa  Ingram  is  the  girl’s  varsity  head  coach  for 
Coral  Glades  High  School  and  the  first  member  of  the 
summer  club  team  program  in  the  U.S.  She  went  on  to 
fame  as  a  Parade  All-American  in  high  school,  Kodak 
All-American  in  college,  and  on  to  professional  fame  as 
the  best  player  in  Europe  during  her  career  playing 


Marisa  Esformes,  10,  American  Heritage 
Ashley  Franco,  12,  Cypress  Bay 
Monique  Lockett,  10,  Coral  Glades 
Kelly  Lovegrove,  11,  Coral  Glades 
Shurkurat  Olaridne,  11,  Coral  Glades 
Chelsea  Mountain,  12,  American  Heritage 
Crystal  Rogers,  11,  Western 
Alexandra  Stamler,  12,  American  Heritage 
Jessica  Woolverston,  11,  American  Heritage 


Jerome  Davis  attempts  to  drive  to  the  bas¬ 
ket  on  the  Latvia  team. 


Seminoles  Roster: 

Jerome  Davis,  Boyd  Anderson 
Kevin  Hincapie,  Hollywood  Christian 
Kevin  Abreu,  Miramar 
Tarell  Wright,  Northeast 
Kareem  Roach,  Miramar 
Samuel  Hunter,  Driftwood  Middle 
Robert  Osceola 
Joseph  Osceola 
Marlon  Foster 


Ruggy’s  Team  Coed  Softball  Champs 


Danny  Rodriguez 


(L-R)  Rosa  Fernandez,  Tamara  Willis,  Kiauna  Martin,  (second  row)  Vern  Nelson,  Ruggy  Jumper,  Sandy 
Guisto,  Lila  Osceola-Heard,  Sara  Jumper,  Jamie  Smith,  (back  row)  Dennis  Smith,  Rande  Pena,  Brian 
Monkey  and  Hector  Pena. 


The  famous  Octagon  being  prepped  for  its  next  bout. 

UCF  Returns  to  the  Hard  Rock  Live 


A  victorious  Thiago  Tavares 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  gladiators  of  the 
octagon  were  back  yet  again  on  June  12.  Making  its 
third  appearance  in  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Arena,  the 
Ultimate  Fighting  Championships  (UFC)  returned  for 
another  encore  with  nine  matches  and  another  packed 
house.  The  action  was  broadcast  live  on  Spike  TV. 

The  featured  match  of  the  night  pitted  light¬ 
weights  Spencer  “The  King”  Fisher  versus  Sam 


seemed  winded  at  times  but  kept  the  blows  com- 
Feiix  DoBosz  “S-  Stout  used  leg  kicks  and  swipes,  but  with  no 
Spencer  Fisher  (R)  tries  to  avoid  a  Sam  Stout  (R)  swing.  r®al  effectiveness.  In  the  end,  Fisher  came  out  with 

the  unanimous  decision  wm. 

Welterweight  matches  that  evening 
included  Jon  Fitch  beating  Roan  Cameiro  in  the 
second  round  to  a  rear-naked-choke.  Forrest  Petz  won 
against  Luigi  Fioravanti  by  unanimous  decision  in 
three  rounds.  The  wiry  Tamden  McCrory  stayed  per- 


“Hands  of  Stone”  Stout.  This  was  a  rematch  from 
March  4  in  UFC  58:  USA  vs.  Canada.  Stout  picked 
up  the  win  in  three  rounds  by  a  majority  decision. 


Felix  Do  lie 

A  bruised  and  battered  Sam  Stout  (R)  congratulates 
Spencer  Fisher  (L)  on  a  good  match. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Spencer  Fisher  (R)  connects  with  a  left  cross  on  Sam  Stout. 


feet  at  10-0  over  Pete  Spratt  by  a  second 
round  triangle-choke.  And  finally,  the 
exciting  up-and-comer  Anthony  Johnson, 
a  last  minute  fill-in,  beat  out  Chad  Reiner 
in  round  one  by  KO. 

Middleweights  Jordan  Radev 
and  Drew  McFedries  squared  off  with 
McFedries  winning  impressively,  as  he 
KOed  Radev  with  a  right  uppercut  within 
33  seconds  of  the  first  round. 

In  lightweight  action,  Gleison 
Tibau  remained  undefeated  against  Jeff 
Cox  by  a  triangle-choke  in  round  one; 
Thiago  Tavares  won  over  Jason  Black  in 
the  second  round  via  triangle-choke;  and 
Nate  Mohr  won  against  Luke  Caudillo 
by  unanimous  decision  in  three  rounds. 

The  Tribal  Council  also  enjoyed 
the  event  and  included:  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress,  Big  Cypress 
Representative  David  Cypress  and  Fort 
Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie. 


In  UFC  action,  Fisher  — 
4-2,  20-3  overall  in  Mixed 
Martial  Arts  —  was  trying  to 
rebound  from  a  second  round  loss 
by  TKO  in  January  to  Hermes 
Franca.  Stout —  1-1  in  UFC,  12- 
2-1  overall  in  MMA — was 
rebounding  from  a  loss  in  2006 
by  a  first  round  submission  to 
Kenny  Florian. 

Their  rematch  was 
another  battle  that  came  down  to 
the  judges.  In  three  rounds,  the 
two  went  toe-to-toe  in  a  strike 
fest.  Battered  and  bloody,  they 
traded  shots  throughout  with 
Fisher  gaining  control  after  the 
first  round. 

A  cut  over  his  eye  was 
of  little  effect  as  he  was  the 
aggressor,  with  Stout  taking  his 
opportunities  in  spurts.  Both 


Felix  DoBosz 


Fisher  celebrates  his  win  over  Stout. 
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The  winner’s  circle:  (L-R)  Marlon  Manalo,  Rocky  McElroy,  John  D.  Toro  and  Tommy  Kennedy 


Tribe  Sponsors  Billiards  Pro  Tour  Stop 

AZ  Billiards  ’  Florida  Men  s  Pro  Tour 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

SPRING 

HILL,  FL  — On  June 
2-3,  billiards  players 
and  fans  alike  came 
out  to  Capone’s  Bada 
Bing  Billiards  for  some 
10-ball  pool  action. 

About  78  players  had 
the  privilege  of  playing 
in  this  third  stop  on  the 
AZ  Billiards’  Florida 
Men’s  Pro  Tour,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tribe  and 
managed  by  the 
Seminole  Sports 
Management  (SSM) 
team. 

After  two 
days  of  competitive 
10-ball  pool,  in  this 
double-elimination 
race  to  win  eight 
games,  it  was  finally 
down  to  the  last  two 
players.  The  unexpect¬ 
ed  Tommy  “TK-FLA” 

Kennedy  took  on 
crowd  favorite  Marlon  “Marvelous”  Manalo. 

Manalo  is  a  professional  player  in  his  native 
Mandaluyong  City,  Philippines,  and  also  an  excellent 
snooker  player. 

In  the  final  match  Manalo  got  off  to  a  slow 
start  and  was  down  a  whopping  6-1,  only  3  games 
from  elimination.  He  was  able  to  fight  back  and  tied  it 
up  at  8-8  against  an  exhausted  Kennedy  to  make  it  to 


the  final  game. 
Ultimately,  Manalo 
was  victorious  by 
defeating  Kennedy 
9-8  for  the  thrilling 
conclusion  to  this 
Pro  Tour. 

Manalo, 

who  said  he  likes  to 
practice  three  times 
a  week  for  about 
two  hours  at  a  time, 
is  now  ranked  8th 
by  AZ  Billiards. 

Second 
place  finisher 
Kennedy  said  he 
really  didn’t  think 
he  would  even 
make  it  that  far  in 
the  tournament. 

“Things 

have  been  going  my 
way  for  the  first 
time  in  a  long 
time,”  he  said. 
“Second  place  ain’t 
so  bad.” 

He  said  he  looks  forward  to  continuing  on  the 
tour  and  getting  to  first  place  next  time. 

Manolo,  however,  might  be  on  his  heels 
again.  He  said  he  will  he  following  the  Men’s  Pro 
Tour  to  the  next  stop  at  Bankshot  Billiards  in 
Jacksonville  on  Sept.  8-9.  For  more  information  on 
this  event  and  more,  please  visit  www.azbilliards.com. 


Th«  (toys  and  Sirls  Club  Presents: 

MteuiiilMp 

Featuring:  MethSMAftT 

The  Hollywood  Bays  £  Girls  Club 
When;  Tuesdays 
Titfe:  4:15  to  5^30 
Who:  Students  t  to  9  years  old* 

Skills  Taught; 

■  Strategy  of  Soy 

*  Decision  Making  and  JVobfem  Solving  Skills 
*  Handling  Peer  Pressure 

*  Identifying  ond  Avoiding  the  Dangers  of  Smoking, 
Alcohol  and  Methomphetajnine^. 

Pltjwe  cuntor?  thf  *9  enroll  at 

(954)  410-0957  (phone)  or  (954)  791-8969  (fox) 

*Fuhn  tUsK*  *i|l  ,V  ftr  agtf  10- 1 J  ail  «■  PS  n  pkast  to  ugreft 

■■  lints  I  m3  la  ;ri  ■rta  smr  jrair  child. 


Battle  on  the  Board  Walk 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Playing  the  waiting 
game  is  sometimes  part  of  the  scene  in  the  boxing 
world.  Sultan  Ibragimov  thought  the  wait  was  over  in 
March.  But  on  June  2,  he  finally  got  his  shot. 

The  Board  Walk  Hall  was  where  Seminole 
Warrior’s  Boxing  crowned 
its  first  heavyweight  cham¬ 
pion  and  made  history.  As 
the  No.l  contender  for  the 
World  Boxing 
Organization,  Ibragimov 
(21-0-1,  17  KOs)  fulfilled 
his  dream. 

Warriors  and 

Golden  Boy  Promotions,  in 
association  with  Main 
Events,  helped  sponsor  the 
event  which  also  featured 
eight  other  bouts  on  Pay- 
Per-View. 

Ibragimov  “The 
Russian  Bomber”  faced  the 
then-reigning,  now  former, 

World  Boxing 
Organization  champion 
Shannon  “The  Cannon” 

Briggs  (48-6-1,  42  KOs). 

This  was  Briggs  first  title 
defense  since  winning  the 
championship  in  November 
2006  with  a  dramatic  TKO 
over  Serguei  Lyakhovich  at 
the  2:59  mark  of  the  12th 
round. 

The  match-up 

between  both  was  originally 
scheduled  March  10,  but 
was  postponed  because 
Briggs  had  pneumonia. 

The  Brooklyn 

native  came  in  as  the  crowd 
favorite  at  6-1-1  in  fights 
held  in  Atlantic  City,  his 
last  in  1999  versus  Francois 
Botha.  Ibragimov  was  1-0 
dating  back  to  2005  in  a 
match-up  against  Zuri 
Lawrence. 

In  describing  the 
fight,  Briggs  could  easily  be 
compared  to  an  offensive 
lineman  in  football  versus 
Ibragimov,  the  classic  boxer. 

Briggs  came  in  at  273 
pounds  and  was  immo¬ 
bile,  but  packed  a  power¬ 
ful  punch,  as  he  is  known 
for.  He  looked  for  the  big 
shot  all  night,  chasing 
Ibragimov  for  his  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

It  never  hap¬ 
pened  as  he  was  out 
jabbed  by  the  quicker, 
craftier  Ibragimov  at  221 
pounds.  Ibragimov,  a 
lefty,  used  his  jab  along 
with  combinations  to 
dominate  while  staying 
away  from  Briggs  KO 
potential.  His  strategy 
paid  off  in  a  12-round 
unanimous  decision. 

“I’ve  worked  so 
hard  for  this  since  March 
10th,”  Ibragimov  said.  “I 
was  very  careful  in  all 
the  rounds 
because  of 
[Briggs’]  power.” 

Trainer 
Jeff  Mayweather 
said  his  strategy 
was  to  have 
tbragimov  main¬ 
tain  their  game 
plan. 

“I  had  to 
remind  him  that 
we’re  winning 
this  fight,  so  let’s 
not  get  careless 
and  take  any 
chances  because 
Shannon  is  a  very 
dangerous  punch¬ 
er,  so  just  stay  smart,  with  smart  boxing,”  Mayweather 
said.  “[Sultan]  bought  into  my  system,  and  if  a  guy 
buys  into  my  system  he’s  going  to  do  well,  he’s  also 
going  to  get  better.” 


The  Ibragimov-Mayweather  camp  has  only 
been  together  for  a  little  over  six  months,  but 
Mayweather  says  working  with  Ibragimov  has  been 
refreshing. 

“He  is  a  trainers  dream,  and  he  loves  to 
learn,”  Mayweather  said.  “He’s  a  guy  who  when  you 
tell  him  to  do  something, 
he’s  going  to  try  to  do  it 
and  if  it  doesn’t  work  then 
we  can  erase  it,  but  at 
least  he’s  willing  to  try.” 

As  the  uncle  of 
undefeated  light  mid¬ 
dleweight  champion 
Floyd  Mayweather  Jr., 
Mayweather  is  now  sure 
to  continue  his  rise  as  one 
of  the  best  trainers  in  box¬ 
ing.  The  Mayweather 
name  is  arguably  the 
biggest  in  the  sport. 

This  may  have 
been  it  for  the  career  of 
the  former  champ  Briggs, 
who  said  he  was  forced  to 
fight  Ibragimov. 

“I  had  to  do  what 
I  had  to  do;  I  was  hurt  and 
he  was  running,”  Briggs 
said.  “I  didn’t  want  to 
fight  this  kid;  I  wanted  to 
unify  the  titles  actually  by 
fighting  Klitschko. 

“I  think  my  box¬ 
ing  career  has  been  a  step¬ 
ping  stone.  Boxing  is  going 
to  be  that  stepping  stone  for 
my  future,”  he  continued. 

The  next  action  for 
Ibragimov  is  possible  match¬ 
ups  with  contender  Calvin 
Brock,  legend  Evander 
Holyfield,  fellow  Warriors 
heavyweight  Michael 
Moorer  or  a  possible  cham¬ 
pionship  unification  bout. 

The  night’s  other 
action  included:  Shamone 
Alvarez  over  Jose  Luis  Cruz 
for  the  WBO-North 
American  Boxing 
Organization  championship 
by  unanimous  decision  in  12 
rounds  of  welterweight 
action. 

Giovanni 

Lorenzo  stayed  undefeated 
versus  Bruce  Rumbloz  by 
TKO  in  three  rounds  and 
Patrick  Majewski  won 
over  Vincent  Irwin  in 
three  rounds  by  TKO 
among  middleweights. 

In  light  welter¬ 
weight  action,  Khabib 
Alakhverdiev  moved  to  3- 
0  over  Roberto  Acevado 
by  disqualification  in  the 
fourth  round. 

Light  heavy¬ 
weight  action  saw  Robert 
Stieglitz  victorious  via 
unanimous  decision  over 
Marlon  Hayes  in  eight 
rounds. 

In  the  other 

heavyweight  attraction  of 
the  night,  Calvin  Brock 
took  care  of  Alex 
Gonzalez  in  a  full 
eight  rounds  by 
unanimous  decision. 

Flyweights 
Raul  Martinez  and 
Alejandro  Moreno 
squared  off  with 
Martinez,  the  victor 
by  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion  in  six. 

Tiger  Allen 
also  remained  per¬ 
fect  at  3-0  over 
Fitzgerald  Johnson 
by  TKO  in  the  third 
round  of  junior 
middleweights. 

The 

Seminole  Tribal  council  was  also  on-hand  to  see  the 
action  with  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Fort 
Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  in  attendance. 


Redline  Media  Group 


Chairman  Mithell  Cypress  poses  with  the  new 
World  Boxing  Organization  Champion  Ibragimov. 


Redline  Media  Group 


Briggs  (L)  takes  a  hard  shot  to  the  abdomen 
from  Ibragimov. 


Redline  Media  Group 

Ibragimov  (L)  works  the  left  jab,  rocking  Briggs. 


Ibragimov  (second  from  the  left)  and  members  of  his  promotion 
and  training  staff  answer  questions  from  the  media  following  his 
vicitory. 
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Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 


'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Across  Florida  For  Over  20  Yeats  ” 

Law  Office  of  Scott  11.  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  20 1 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561 )  689-3625 
Fax;  (561)  6K6-4567 
cupp  law  1 956@bellsoulh.net 


Submitted  by  Wendy  Johns 

Jacoby  Johns  (second  from  left)  and  the  rest  of  the  boys  display  their  prizes. 


Bass  Busters  Fishing  Tournament 

Final  Leg  of  the  Triple  Crown  Series 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  It  was  a  sunny  spring  afternoon  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation  on  June  9  as  sport  fishermen  competed  to  reel  in  the  heaviest  bass. 
Tribal  citizens,  family  members  and  employees  gathered  to  compete  in  the  final 
leg  of  the  Triple  Crown  Bass  Busters  Fishing  Tournament,  sponsored  by  the 
Seminole  Recreation  Department,  at  the  reservation’s  L-28  Canal. 

What  was  different  about  this  competition  was  the  hours  were  moved  to 
the  afternoon,  instead  of  the  early  morning,  to  make  it  more  of  a  challenge  for  all 
the  fishermen,  and  to  give  the  competition  a  little  parity.  This  handicap  proved  just 
too  much  for  some  fishermen  who  complained  of 
a  slow-go  with  small  catches  to  show  for  many 
hours  of  fishing  on  the  canal. 

Big  Cypress  employee  Wilfredo 
Sepulveda  was  the  day’s  big  winner  with 
a  5.1  pound  catch.  He  happily  accept¬ 
ed  the  Sam  Nelson  Big  Bass  Award 
trophy,  which  he  received  for 
catching  the  biggest  bass. 

“It  feels  good.  I  can’t 
believe  I  won,”  he  said.  “All-day 
I’ve  been  catching  little  fish, 
the  water  was  so  murky,  it 
was  very  hard,  but  near  the 
end  we  pulled  it  through.” 

Tyrone  Cypress  of 
BC,  the  last  tournament  win¬ 
ner,  said  he  was  disappointed 
with  his  performance,  only 
catching  one  bass  all  day,  a 
4-pounder.  Cypress  however 
FeiixDoBosz  took  home  the  title  of 

Wilfredo  Supelveda  is  all  smiles  as  he  holds  the  biggest  bass  caught  from  his  boat,  weighing  5  pounds.  Overall  Triple  Crown  Series 

Champion  with  a  combined 
total  38.58  pounds.  The 

team  of  Kassim/Theron  Hubbard  took  second  place  with  36.54 
pounds. 

“They  just  weren’t  biting  for  me  today,”  Cypress  said. 
“The  water  was  just  too  dirty  to  see  anything,” 

Moses  “Bigg  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  who  emceed  the  event, 
agreed  with  Cypress,  saying  it  was  a  tough  fishing  day.  Jumper 
said  the  weeds  grew  tall  and  the  water  was  muddy,  so  it  was  a 
real  challenge  for  even  the  most  skilled  bass  fishermen. 

The  next  fishing  tournament  will  be  held  in  several 
weeks.  But  this  time  entrants  need  to  have  a  youngster  fishing 
with  them  to  enter  the  event. 


The  boats  race  in  to  weigh  their  catch  while  the  fish 


Felix  DoBosz 

First  place  winner  Angelo  Claro  holds  one  of  his  big  bass. 


Felix  DoBosz 

“Bigg  Shot”  Jumper  (R)  presents  Wilfredo  Sepulveda  (L) 
with  the  Sam  Nelson  Big  Bass  award. 


Tutoring  on  all  Reservations! 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 

We  now  offer  five  hours  a  week  of  private  tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help  in  any  academic  subject  and  10  hours  a 
week  of  tutoring  during  the  summer. 


We  can  also  provide  assistance 
for  all  students  preparing  for  the 
SAT  and  ACT 


Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


❖  NHSRA 

Continued  from  page  1 


“Competing  in  rodeo  is  different  from 
team  sports,”  said  Osceola.  “If  you  don’t  win 
you  have  no  one  to  blame  but  yourself.  You 
can’t  blame  the  loss  on  a  teammate  or  the 

-  coach.” 

Osceola  doesn’t  gloat  over  her  wins. 

“I  could  have  done  better  at  state,”  she  said.  “I  think  I  can  do  better  at  the 
finals  because  I  actually  work  well  under  pressure.” 

Osceola  started  rodeo  as  a  barrel  racer  when  she  was  nine  years  old  under 
the  tutelage  of  another  former  rodeo  champ,  Debbie  DeHass.  She  received  a  lot  of 
help  learning  to  rope  from  Brighton’s  rodeo  star,  Naha  Jumper.  She  has  spent  many 
weekends  with  the  Jumper  family  traveling  with  them  to  rodeos  around  the  state  and 
nationally. 

She  has  qualified  for  the  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  four  times  now  and 
works  with  Coach  Robbie  Hazouri  of  St.  Augustine. 

Mom  Tabitha  Osceola,  a  telecommunications  analyst  for  the  Tribe,  said  she 
is  proud  of  her  daughter. 

“When  she  puts  her  mind  to  something,  she  follows  through  until  she  reach¬ 
es  her  goal,”  she  said. 

Her  mother  described  Shelby  as  a  natural  for  rodeo. 

“She  practices  when  she  can  but  living  in  the  city  she  doesn’t  have  lots  of 
opportunity  to  ride,”  she  said.  “That’s  what  amazes  me.  It  must  be  a  God-given  tal¬ 
ent.” 

Shelby  said  she  plans  to  become  an  equine  veterinarian.  Her  beloved  horse 
named  Yeller  is  stabled  at  the  Frontier  Village  in  Davie,  where  Shelby  cleans  the  sta¬ 
ble  and  gives  her  horse  daily  care.  Wherever  she  rides,  Yeller  goes  with  her. 

Jacoby  Johns,  a  sophomore  at  Okeechobee  High  School,  lives  on  a  ranch  at 
Brighton  Seminole  Reservation  and  he  has  cowboy  blood  running  through  his  veins. 
Since  a  small  child,  he  said  he  has  loved  hanging  out  or  helping  his  dad  during  cattle 
round-ups. 

Riding  a  wild,  unbroken  horse  bareback  is  one  of  the  most  challenging  of  all 
the  events  in  rodeo,  and  considered  the  roughest.  It  is  so  difficult  that  the  entries  are 
usually  the  fewest  in  rodeo. 

His  mother,  Wendy  Johns,  said  she  is  supportive  of  her  son  but  she  worries, 

too. 

“I  am  proud  as  punch  when  he  hits  the  ground  after  8  seconds,”  she  said. 
“He’s  had  a  few  crashes  but  he’s  so  determined.  There’s  no  give  up  in  him.” 

Johns  is  very  confident  and  believes  in  himself.  It  is  this  confidence  that 
gives  him  the  edge.  He  said  he  loves  the  adrenaline  rush  of  the  sport. 

“I’m  like  the  NASCAR  of  bareback!”  he  proclaimed. 

Johns  has  been  invited  to  ride  for  the  Florida-Georgia  team  at  the  three-day 
International  Finals  Youth  Rodeo  in  Shawnee,  Okla.  on  July  9.  This  year  he  won  the 
title  of  “Rookie  of  the  Year”  from  the  Okeechobee  Chapter  of  the  FHSRA. 

Johns  started  riding  ponies  in  youth  contests  when  he  was  only  9-years-old 
and  he  has  been  competing  for  the  last  three  years  in  bareback  events  on  wild  horses. 

Brighton’s  Adam  Turtle  is  Jacoby’s  mentor  and  guide.  His  dad,  Jeff  Johns,  is 
a  bulldogger,  so  he  has  been  fortunate  to  get  coaching  from  Turtle  who  won  multiple 
bareback  championships  in  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association  and  the  Indian 
National  Finals  Rodeo. 

Turtle,  however,  had  to  retire  due  to  injuries.  He  gifted  Jacoby  with  his  own 
specialized  rigging  that  had  aided  him  on  his  famed  rides. 

Keith  Crum  of  Okeechobee,  another  bareback  star,  has  also  helped  Johns 
along  the  way. 

For  the  young  Johns,  it  is  a  consuming  passion.  At  home  he  practices  rigor¬ 
ously  on  a  spurring  box.  He  also  practices  when  he  can  on  a  mechanical  Mighty 
Bronc. 

Johns  said  his  heroes  in  rodeo  are  the  famed  Bobby  Moate  and  Kelly 
Timberland. 

“I  want  to  go  professional  some  day,”  he  said.  “It  is  my  favorite  sport  and  I 
want  to  continue  in  bareback.” 


Shelby  Osceola  (second  from  left)  with  her  belt  buckle. 


Bass  Busters  Fishing  Tournament  Results 
1st  place: 

Angelo  Claro/Wilfredo 
Sepulveda 
12.08  pounds 


2nd  place: 

Kassim/Theron 
Hubbard 
11.16  pounds 

3rd  place: 

Tom  Koenes/Fred 


Phillips 
6.32  pounds 

4th  place: 

Amos  BiTlie/Wayne 
Prevatt 
5.97  pounds 

5th  place: 

Pastor  Arlen 
Payne/Phillip  Turtle 
5.22  pounds 


Felix  DoBosz 

Tyrone  Cypress  smiles  and  signs  for  the  overall  Triple  Crown  series 
award  from  Moses  “Bigg  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  and  Joe  Collins. 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
MiCCOSUKEE 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


6000CMI 

p’fTkYf  nrF 
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MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

wwwjriiIlenmmlimo.com 


22-Neat  2007  Hummer  H2 
Eagle  I  Edition 
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Over  18  Hummers,  Clvysters,  Mercedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from! 

Starting  out  at  $55/hr  for  Regular  Limos 
$99/lir  for  Hummer  H2  Linios  and  Escalade  Limos 


Wet  dm 
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The  latest  SUV  Fleet  in  South  Florid*  Mi  Hie  lowest  prices.  lx**j  Ffc wW^i  C)Ui3>  ^  Un*  \  pvrxt  t^FM/AM 

Fleet:  W  Pmsmacr  IJncaln  Twncor.  EXQmititiS  from  l ft/22/26  NenflU&hn  Lns  \Vp»  Syk-  Slot  Machine 

passengers.  Hummer  H2,  Cadillac  Escalade  2007,  Chrysler  SOO.  if"  'T>Wl*mrt 

1-800-808-2062 

Weddings  *  Night  Outs  ■  Airport  Port  Transfers  *  Excursions  •  Much  More  (Prices  may  he  higher  on  weekends  and  holidays) 
Fax ;  954-704-9106  *  Email:  milietihmlimos@aoI.com  *  We  cover  the  following  counties:  Lee .  Collier,  Dade.  Broward,  Palm  Beach 
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AMERICAN  INDIGENOUS  GAMES 
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Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  +  Hotels  Airlines 

305-44S-6566  or  <866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  www.prefierreduftimatetravel.com 
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(954)  436-9905 
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HI 


2I3IJ7  RAPTOR  700 
1BLUE  OR  GRLVi 
RETAIL  $7,1^1 
NOW  FOR  A 
IIMITED  UME  ONLY 


$6,399 

4101  Davie  RcL  Ext. 
Davie,  FL  33024 


PRESENTS: 

UPCOMING 

CATTLE  RANCHING  EXHIBIT 


If  >mj  irawc  iambf  memorabilia  or  stones  to  tdl  Efiat  ndaCe  tu  the 
SemiraHeCxtie  Ranch^  industry  pfta«  K*rtact : 
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&  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  88 I-  8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredu1timate.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Goo  Goo  Dolls 
Erasure 
Linkin  Park 
Toby  Keith 
Korn 

Black  Crowes 
Marilyn  Manson 
Incubus 
Ozzfest 
Meat  Loaf 
Kelly  Clarkson 
Poison  /  Ratt 
Daddy  Yankee 
American  Idols  Live 
The  Police 
3 1  f 

Beyonce 

Tim  McGraw  /  Faith  Hill 
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AN  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 


OVER  100 

CUSTOM  TOMiWi 


&  VANS  AVAILABLE! 

I 


Special  Edition  2006 
#136/399 

■ft; 


New  Body  Styles 
2500  &  3300 
Diesel  or  Gas 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions,  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


AVAILABLE  OPTIONS: 

leather  Tri-fold  Sola  Bed,  OnStac  CD  Chan  gat  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors, 
Ground  Effects  Packages,  20"  Wheels  &  Much  Mora 
Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  lobs,  lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


On  Pinfis/Hollywooti  Blvd. 

II  »  ha  a  ma  a  hist  west  of  university  Drive 

MarOOne  954-433-3408 

C  h evro 1 6 1  C0NTAC?  GmvANNi  mrgas 


IK  TUT  CDHTEJISHH  ■ErUTMUTT 

Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 


m 


Maroone 


muu  ii  uh*iljh  dfimiftvmt  utHutnittMi  m  hiwn  l  m  [>****¥**  ir*m  wni  m 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


25 


Jane  29,  2007 


Announcement  *>  Abaaheeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


New  Big  Cypress  Activity  Hotline 


Congratualtions  Graduates 


To  help 

inform  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  and  employees 
about  upcoming 
activities  and 
events  at  Big 
Cypress,  the  Big 
Cypress  Program 
Development  Team  1 
started  a  telephone 
hotline. 

Community  mem¬ 
bers  asked  for  the  hotline, 
and  with  support  from 
Councilman  David  Cypress, 

Crissie  Carter  arranged  for  the  line  and  is 
recording  the  information. 

Callers  to  (863)  902-3232  can 


hear  a  taped  message  with  dates,  times, 
and  locations  for  Big  Cypress 
events,  or  contact  numbers  for  the 
events.  The  hotline  makes  Alice 
Billie’s  Big  Cypress 
Calendar  e-mail  informa¬ 
tion  available  to  Tribal 
citizens  who  do 
not  use  e-mail. 
And  both  the  calendar 
and  hotline  are  updat¬ 
ed. 

For  the  calen- 
;e  Billie  can  be 
at  (863)  902- 
3224.  For  the  hotline, 
Crissie  Carter  can  be 
notified  at  (863)  902-3200,  Ext.  1418. 


A  Senior  Living  Community 

1450  SWIIlh  Way 
Deerfield  Beach,  FL  33441 
954-428-3480 
954-428-1 022  fax 


Near  beaches,  medxaS  facilities  and  shopping 


ONE  BEDROOM  FLOOR  PLANS  FROM  $6BO 
Includes  Utilities  -  Pool  &  Spa  ■  Clubhouses 
computer  Lob  *  Acfivilics  *  Health  Watch 


Income  S  Age  Restricted  55+ 


wiBrwr.pirajHJ.eoiw 


(St 


University  Podiatry  Associates 

Goan?  CertrfM  Fool  4  ArtJte  Sp-scitHuta 


BOiCTT  L  WOLUBS*.  PPM.  D4PV5B 


4QQ I  StwiH  Lhfkmi-i  &h’jv 

6hv.  fs:«c4  M32n 


Any  Jail 
Any  Time 

Bail  Bonds 
Fianzas 


24  Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

iHobiomo^l 


Gil  Velasquez 


Tel:  954-463-2227  *  Fax:  954-463-2228 

521  5.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  33301 


Grandparents,  Rudy  and  Louise 
Osceola  of  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation, 
would  like  to  congratulate  their  grandson, 
Rowdey  Osceola,  son  of  the  late  Carl 
Osceola,  for  graduating  junior  high  school. 
Rowdey  lives  in  Okmulgee,  Okla. 

His  Indian  name  is  EMOKATEE, 
which  means  “Leader.”  It  was  given  to 
him  by  his  great-grandmother’s  sister, 
Annie  Tiger. 

We  are  so  proud  of  you  and  we 
love  you. 

Sincerely, 

Rudy  Osceola 


Poems 


Beauty  of  Life 


Unique 


A  gift  given  from  only  the  one  who  knows 
Endlessly  from  the  river  of  grace  it  freely  flows 
Plunge  in  with  the  heavenly  delight 
Embrace  without  fear  -  without  fight 
Shelter  for  those  of  us  who’ve  gone  astray 
Know  that  the  darkness  will  submit  to  the  day 
It  always  was  and  will  always  be 
Search  the  soul  with  the  eyes  that  truly  see 
Discover  the  love  that  is  unsurpassed 
For  all  eternity  his  beauty  will  last 

—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 
June  5,  2007 


For  Her 

I’ve  been  through  ups  &  downs 

But  nothing  has  ever  haunt  me  like  her 

We  were  supposed  to  be  so  much  more 

Now  all  I  see  is  lock  doors 

I  told  her  once  if  I  had  just  one  wish 

Then  in  my  arms  she’ll  always  he 

And  if  I  had  just  one  last  breath 

I’d  give  to  her  and  go  to  heaven  to  wait  for  her 

Cause  the  way  I  feel  is  more  than  words  can  say 

It’s  what  I  hold  clean  in  my  heart 

Something  that  I’ll  never  let  go 

So  I’ll  just  have  to  pray 

That  maybe  one  day  she  will  see 

I’m  still  here  and  I’m  sorry  I  went  astray 

Cause  I  want  you  in  my  life 

I  want  you  to  he  my  wife 

—  Kiel  Jumper 


Thank  You 


To  my  True  Angel,  Melinda  Mulligan, 
who  accepts  me  and  all  my  shortcomings. 

Love  Boo, 

Eternally  Yours, 

Markell  Billie 


As  I  place  a  palm  over  the  heart 

A  slow  rhythm  brings  forth  a  new  start 

Within  is  a  seed  that  runs  deep 

It  grows  as  I  awake  and  even  though  I  sleep 

Quietly,  I  lay  ever  so  still 

A  stranger  I  am  to  this  presence  I  feel 

As  I  drift,  an  image  of  beauty  draws  near 

The  sound  of  a  peaceful  voice  whispers,  “My  son,  come  here.” 

I  take  hold  of  a  hand  that  eases  my  pain  and  releases  my  fright 

Slowly  I  become  lost  in  the  pleasures  of  his  joyous  delight 

Somehow  I  know  the  feeling  has  yet  to  reach  its  peak 

Surely  this  is  a  love  that  is  truly  unique 

—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 
June  5,  2007 


From  Now  On 

From  now  on,  that’s  what  the  judge  said 
In  society’s  eyes,  I  am  considered  dead 
Because  that’s  what  a  life  sentence  means 
To  enter  society  again  will  only  be  in 
dream 

Only  the  strong  survive  in  a  situation  as 
mine 

Since  day  one,  I’ve  been  strong  and  day  after 
day,  I  get  stronger 

Ain’t  nothing  to  this  four  letter  word  called 
“Time” 

Each  day  that  goes  by  is  just  another 
day  in  this  cell 

Missing  the  streets  of  Hollywood, 

Miami  and  Fort  Lauderdale 
It’s  been  several  years  since  I  been  away, 
ain’t  no  sunshine 
It’s  no  one’s  fault  but  my  own  for  living  that  life  of  crime 
Word  to  the  wise;  it  might  not  be  too  late 

Change  your  ways  before  you  too  end  up  with  an  unknown  release  date 
From  now  on  unless  the  courts  set  me  free 

This  warrior  Ike  will  always  stand  strong  even  as  I  become,  in  society,  a 
distant  memory 


—  Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


getoutofjMM 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


Professional  Service 


We  have  moved ,  the  new  address  is ... 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33311 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


CLEARWATER,  FLORIDA 
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U.S.  House  Subcommittee 
Recommends  Near-Doubling 
of  Native  Language  Funding 


^tionatAHiancc  to 


Submitted  by  National  Alliance  to 
Save  Native  Languages 

WASHINGTON  —  The 
House  Labor,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS), 
Education  and  Related  Agencies 
Subcommittee  of  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee  met  June  7 
to  mark  up  the  Fiscal  Year  2008  HHS 
appropriations  hill. 

Included  in  the  mark-up  was 
an  increase  in  funding  for  Native 
American  Programs  in  HHS,  from  $44 
million  to  $47  million,  with  the  extra  $3 
million  targeted  at  implementation  of 
language  immersion  and  restoration 
programs  authorized  by  the  recently 
passed  Esther  Martinez  Native 
American  Languages  Preservation  Act 
of  2006.  Currently  less  than  10  percent 
of  the  ANA  budget  is  spent  on  language 
programs,  with  only  one  percent  spent 
on  immersion  programs. 

The  new  funds  would  increase 
total  funding  for  the  Administration  for 
Native  Americans  (ANA)  language  pro¬ 
grams  from  the  current  level  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $4  million  to  a  new  level  of 
approximately  $7  million. 

“This  day  may  well  mark  the 
turning  point  in  our  efforts  to  halt 
the  dramatic  decline  in  Native 
languages  and,  indeed,  to  com¬ 
mence  their  revitalization,”  said 
Ryan  Wilson  (Oglala  Lakota), 
president  of  the  National 
Alliance  to  Save  Native 
Languages.  “Although 
the  National 
Alliance  sought 
a  $10  million 
boost,  this  new 
funding  will 
definitely  jump- 
start  a  lot  of  criti¬ 
cal  programs  and  is 
a  great  increase  in  a 
tough  budgetary  envi¬ 
ronment.” 

The  National 
Alliance  to  Save  Native 
Languages  represents  a 


broad  coalition  of  Indian  country, 
including  Tribes,  Tribal  organizations, 
language  experts,  teachers  and  students 
united  in  their  goal  of  revitalizing 
Native  languages.  The  National 
Alliance  held  a  language  summit  in 
Washington,  DC  on  June  4-5.  They  held 
many  meetings  over  that  last  nine 
months  with  members  of  Congress  and 
their  staff  to  express  the  importance  of 
Native  language  survival  and  to  urge 
support  for  language  immersion  and 
restoration  efforts. 

There  are  about  175  Native 
languages  still  spoken  in  the  U.S.,  but 
some  scholars  estimate  that  155  lan¬ 
guages  are  “moribund.”  This  means 
they  are  spoken  only  by  adults  who  are 
no  longer  passing  the  language  actively 
down  to  the  next  generation. 

The  Esther  Martinez  Native 
American  Languages  Preservation  Act 
of  2006  (HR  4766)  was  signed  and 
passed  into  law  by  President  George  W. 
Bush  in  December  2006.  It  amended  the 
Native  American  Programs  Act  of  1974, 
adding  clauses  that  would  open  up  grant 
opportunities  to  Native  American 
Language  Nests,  Native  American 
Language  Survival  Schools  and  Native 
American  Language 

Restoration 
Programs. 


LIFT  K  ITS, 'LOWER  I H  O  KITS  13"  .  20"  CUSTOM  WHEELS  At  RAID  (  SUPERCHIPS 


M-F  9am  -  6pm  I  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  l  SAT  9am  -  3pm 

4721  RAVENS  WOOD  RD  /  FT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  33312 

(954)981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981-3401 


GET  THE  LOOK  ! 


JR  SEAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 

★  GO  WHERE  THE  STARS  SHOP  AND  'X- 
GET  TREATED  LIKE  A  STAR  !!!  ^ 


Native  American  Journalists  Meet  at  Annual  Conference 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

DENVER  —  The  Native 
American  Journalists  Association  (NAJA) 
met  in  the  Mile  High  City  of  Denver  for 
their  23rd  annual  convention  and  Career 
Fair,  June  7-9.  This  year’s  conference, 
titled  “We  Talk,  You  Listen,”  —  named 
after  one  of  Vine  Deloria  Jr.’s  books  — 
paid  tribute  to  the  late  Standing  Rock 
Sioux  author,  activist,  anthropologist, 
Marine  and  University  of  Denver  profes¬ 
sor. 

Day  one  of  the  conference 
opened  with  a  plenary  session  to  honor 
Deloria.  Four  of  his  former  colleagues 
and  friends,  Paul  DeMain,  Sam  Scinta, 
Suzan  Shown  Harjo  and  Mark  Trahant, 
all  recalled  times  they  spent  with  Deloria. 

DeMain  (Ojibwe/Oneida), 
Morning  Star  Institute  president  and  News 
From  Indian  Country  newspaper  CEO, 
opened  the  session  by  playing  an  audio 
taped  interview.  The  10- 
minute  tape  covered 
Deloria’s  thoughts  on  sev¬ 
eral  topics,  including  ter¬ 
mination,  relocation  and 
Indian  colleges  from 
interviews  he  participated 
in  with  various  journal¬ 
ists. 

“The  one  thing  I 
remember  about  Vine  is 
he  was  very  willing  to 
spend  time  with  people  to 
answer  their  questions,” 

DeMain  said. 

One  interview 
from  the  audio  tape  also 
covered  what  Deloria 
referred  to  as  “native  val¬ 
ues.”  He  said  Native 
Americans  “represent  the 
humane  alternative  to 
industrial  society”  and 
must  reclaim  past  ways  for  the  Earth  to 
carry  on  throughout  the  years  to  come. 

“This  is  a  sustainable  Earth  only 
if  you  live  the  way  we  used  to  live,” 
Deloria  said  in  one  of  the  taped  inter¬ 
views. 

Scinta,  a  book  publisher  at 
Fulcrum  Publishing,  spoke  next.  While  at 
Fulcrum,  he  published  and  co-edited 
Deloria’s  book  titled  Spirit  &  Reason: 

The  Vine  Deloria  Jr.  Reader.  Scinta  said 
he  encouraged  Deloria  to  publish  that 
book  —  a  collection  of  his  essays  — 
because  he  “wanted  America-at-large  to 
discover  him,”  not  just  Native  America. 

“He  was  not  only  a  great  Native 
writer  and  thinker,”  he  said.  “He  was  a 
great  writer  and  thinker.” 

Haijo  (Cheyenne/Hodulgee 
Muscogee),  Morning  Star  Institute  presi¬ 


dent,  said  she  shared  an  office  with 
Deloria  during  his  stint  as  executive 
director  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  from  1964-1967.  She 
recalled  the  relentless  work  her  friend  and 
colleague  did  to  help  all  Native 
Americans  thrive. 

“Vine  was  dedicated  to  anything 
that  would  do  anything  to  help  native 
people  advance,”  Harjo  said. 

Lastly,  Trahant 

(Shoshone/Bannock),  editorial  page  editor 
at  The  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  newspa¬ 
per,  discussed  Deloria’s  essay  in  the  book 
Lewis  and  Clark  Through  Indian  Eyes: 
Nine  Indian  Writers  on  the  Legacy  of  the 
Expedition.  He  encouraged  all  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  book,  which  came  out  just  four 
days  after  the  plenary  session  took  place. 

Other  sessions  followed  that 
covered  an  array  of  topics  including: 
“Reporting  on  Native  Children  and 


Families,”  “Our  Spiritual  Selves:  Health 
and  Fitness  Writing  for  Native 
Communities,”  “The  Native  Voice:  A 
Guide  to  Column  Writing”  and 
“American  Indians  Through  Mainstream 
Eyes:  The  Reading  Red  Report.” 

During  “American  Indians 
Through  Mainstream  Eyes:  The  Reading 
Red  Report”  NAJA  President  Cristina 
Azocar  (Upper  Mattaponi)  presented  find¬ 
ings  from  the  2007  NAJA  Reading  Red 
Report.  The  report  was  prepared  by  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  Ethnic  Diversity  and  U.S. 
Journalism  class  at  San  Francisco  State 
University,  where  Azocar  teaches.  It  is  “a 
content  analysis  of  general-audience 
newspapers  in  circulation  areas  with  high 
percentages  of  Native  Americans,” 
according  to  the  NAJA  website. 


According  to  Azocar,  of  the 
1,741  articles  analyzed  in  the  report, 
researchers  only  found  about  seven  per¬ 
cent  to  have  a  “negative  tone”  towards 
Indians.  The  articles  all  came  from  news¬ 
papers  in  cities  with  large  Native 
American  populations,  including 
Albuquerque,  Anchorage,  Oklahoma  City 
and  Tucson,  and  were  published  between 
Jan.  1,2005  and  Dec.  31,2006. 

Some  of  the  findings  Azocar  pre¬ 
sented  included  that  there  were  fewer 
offensive  terms  used  in  headlines.  This 
included  less  use  of  words  like  “warpath” 
and  “peace  pipe”  as  compared  to  the  last 
NAJA  Reading  Red  Report,  published  in 
2002.  According  to  the  2007  report,  “the 
best  stories  came  from  newspapers  pro¬ 
viding  beat  coverage  on  Indian  people, 
including  The  Albuquerque  Journal,  The 
San  Antonio  Express-News  and  The  Tulsa 
World." 

To  view  the  complete 
2007  Reading  Red  Report,  please 
see  naja.com/ 

news/najanews/07061  l_progress. 

One  of  the  final  compo¬ 
nents  of  the  NAJA  Convention 
was  the  Career  Fair,  which  took 
place  daily  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m. 
during  the  three-day  convention. 
The  Career  Fair  brought  out 
many  big  names  in  journalism, 
such  as  the  Associated  Press, 
National  Public  Radio  and  The 
Denver  Post,  to  present  job 
opportunities  to  native  joumal- 

News  Operations 
Manager  at  KCNC-TV  Denver 
John  Montgomery  was  on-hand 
to  offer  critiques  of  Native  news 
broadcasts  to  help  newscasters 
improve  their  coverage  of  Indian 
Country.  Seminole  Broadcasting 
Reporter  Correna  Holunga  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  that  and  showed  Montgomery 
some  of  her  tapes.  He  reviewed  footage  in 
which  Holunga  interviewed  Bambi  Kraus 
(Tlingit),  who  appeared  at  the  Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee  Village  on 
April  20  as  part  of  the  museum’s 
“Distinguished  Lecture  Series.” 

“The  Seminole  channel  staff 
always  strives  to  better  serve  the  broad¬ 
casting  needs  of  the  Tribal  members,” 
Holunga  said.  “Attending  conventions 
such  as  NAJA  to  further  our  training,  and 
the  feedback  we  receive  from  our  audi¬ 
ence,  ensures  that  the  Seminole  channel 
will  continue  to  provide  a  concise  and 
entertaining  source  of  information  to  the 
Tribal  members.” 


* 


(L-R)  Mark  Trahant,  Suzan  Shown  Harjo,  Sam  Scinta  and 
Paul  DeMain  honor  Vine  Deloria  Jr.  during  the  opening  plena¬ 
ry  session,  “We  Talk,  You  Listen,”  on  the  first  day  of  the  2007 
NAJA  Conference. 
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IS  CELEBRATING  IT'S  50TH  ANNIVERS  HI 
OF  THE  SIGNING  OF  THEIR  CONSTITUTION. 

BE  A  PART  OF  IT! 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
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21,  2007 


The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  celebrating 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
our  Constitution  and  Corporate  Charter. 

During  this  day  long  celebration  you  will  experience  a  Press 
Conference,  a  Luncheon  Fashion  Show  and  a  Theatrical 
Production  that  tells  our  story  through  the  eyes  of  the 
Semi  holes.  Come  team  about  the  rich  history  culture  and 
tradition  that  is  the  foundation  for  what  our  Tribe  has  become 


;  Please  plan  to  Join  us  for  history  in  the  making 
and  be  a  part  of  this  once  In  a  lifetime  event 
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549  East  Sugarland  Hwy. 
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Tractor  363-983-4484 


WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL! 


SGreat  News  For  All  Triral 
Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ud  Morse  Sawgrass  Auio  Mall  is  now  offering  yJi  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  in  el  tiding  everyone  who 
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Hard  Rock  Cafe  Commemorates  36th 
Annual  Founders  Day 

Charity  Event  to  Benefit  Daily  Bread  Food  Bank 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  music  videos  were 
blasting  that  rock  beat  while  the  seats  filled  up  quickly 
with  the  happy  lunch  crowd  ready  to  kick  off  the  big 
celebration  at  this  world  famous  themed  restaurant. 
Lots  of  shiny  balloons  filled  the  large  music  memora- 


back  to  the  community  is  all  about  raising  awareness 
for  different  charities. 

Jacobs  continued,  discussing  the  charity  the 
money  from  Founders  Day  would  go  to:  the  Daily 
Bread  Food  Bank. 

“Ten  tons  of  food  has  been  donated  so  far  by 
the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino,  and 
Sysco  Food  Services  of  South 
Florida,”  he  said. 

He  added  that  every  guest 
who  donated  five  pounds  of  food  was 
able  to  purchase  a  71  cent  Hard  Rock 
“Legendary  Burger.”  Jacobs  called  it 
a  “great  deal”  and  “[the]  best  burger 
in  town.” 

Jacobs  said  the  “Legendary 
Experience”  selection  is  a  new  feature 
on  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  menu,  which 
of  course  includes  the  burger  —  a 
delectable  1 0-ounce  certified  Angus 
Beef  hamburger  grilled  to  perfection. 

Everyone  had  a  great  time  at 
the  Cafe,  especially  when  it  came 
time  to  hear  that  old  disco  classic 
“ YMCA .”  The  servers  all  jumped  up 
and  danced  and  sang  in  their  70s  cos¬ 
tumes  and  had  most  of  the  Hard  Rock 
fans  happily  singing  along  to  the 
Villiage  People’s  classic  hit. 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Big  105.9  DJs  “Young”  Ron  Brewer  and  Paul  Castronovo 


biha  room,  better  known  as  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  as 
servers  dressed  in  their  finest  1970s-style  costumes 
greeted  customers  and  had  a  fun  time  joking  around 
with  the  public. 

Invited  guests,  fans  and  employees  gathered 
at  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Casino  &  Hotel  to  celebrate  Founders  Day  on  June  14. 
This  day  marked  the  36th  anniversary  of  the  opening 
of  the  legendary  venue,  whose  motto  is  still:  “Love 
All,  Serve  All.” 

Fans  enjoyed  food  service  courtesty  of  vari¬ 
ous  local  media  personalities  from  Big  105.9.  DJs 
Dave  Lamont,  Paul  Castronovo  and  “Young”  Ron 
Brewer  stood  at  the  front  of  the  crowd  and  joked  with 
the  audience  like  they  do  on  their  morning  radio  show. 
The  guest  DJ/servers  also  announced  that  the  Daily 
Bread  Food  Bank  charity  would  receive  a  check  with 
proceeds  from  the  event. 

Doc  Reno,  the  afternoon  DJ  on  Big  105.9, 
served  customers  drinks  from  behind  the  bar  while 
joking  around  with  some  of  the  ladies.  Miss  FHM 
Magazine  Diana  Chiafair  was  also  on  hand  to  lend  her 
support  to  these  fun  festivities. 

Michael  Bloom,  president  of  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  and  Scott  Jacobs,  general 
manager  of  the  Hollywood  Hard  Rock  Cafe  were  also 
on-hand  for  the  festivities. 

“June  14,  1971  was  the  beginning  of  the  Hard 
Rock  Cafe,”  Jacobs  said.  “We  opened  up  in  London, 
England,  by  two  Americans:  Isaac  Tigrett  and  Peter 
Morton.  We  were  the  first  to  celebrate  the  culture  of 
rock  ‘n’  roll  at  the  Hard  Rock,  and  our  way  of  giving 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hard  Rock  Cafe  servers  donned  their  finest  1970s- 
inspired  costumes  for  the  Founders  Day  festivities. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Cast  members  from  HBO’s  The  Sopranos  celebrated  the  end  of  their  critically-acclaimed  drama 
series  at  Tony’s  Swan  Song  party  on  June  10  at  the  Hollywood  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino. 
Those  in  attendance  included  James  Gandolfini,  who  played  mob  boss  Tony  Soprano,  and  Lorraine 
Bracco,  who  played  Tony’s  therapist,  Dr.  Jennifer  Melfi. 


Kathy  Griffin  Brings  (D-List’ Humor  to  Hard  Rock 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Comedienne  Kathy 
Griffin  —  notorious  for  her  rapid-fire  wit  —  brings 
her  D-List  humor  to  Hard  Rock  Live  on  Aug.  16  at  8 
p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Emmy-nominated  Chicago  native,  Kathy 
Griffin,  is  probably  best  known  for  her  four-year  stint 
on  the  NBC  sitcom  Suddenly  Susan  as  Vickie 
Groener,  Brooke  Shields’  acerbic  colleague. 

After  moving  west  and  joining  the  famed  Los 
Angeles  Groundlings  comedy  improvisational  troupe, 
Griffin  began  building  her  resume  with  guest-starring 
roles  on  such  series  as  ER  and  Seinfeld,  where  she 
created  recurring  character  Sally  Weaver.  Upon  gain¬ 
ing  notoriety  as  a  stand-up  comedienne,  she  landed  her 
own  HBO  Half-Hour  Comedy  Special.  In  1998,  HBO 
gave  Griffin  her  own  one-hour  special,  A  Hot  Cup  of 
Talk. 

Griffin  has  supplied  voices  for  characters  on 
animated  shows  Dilbert  and  The  Simpsons,  and  has 
appeared  in  a  dual  role  on  the  X-Files.  She  also 
appeared  in  Eminem’s  video,  The  Real  Slim  Shady, 
which  was  co-directed  by  Dr.  Dre. 

Griffin  has  co-hosted  The  Billboard  Music 
Awards  three  years  in  a  row  and  has  appeared  on 
numerous  talk  shows  including  Late  Night  with  David 
Letterman,  The  Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leno,  Howard 
Stem  and  The  View. 


She  has  been  featured  in  the  films  It’s  Pat  and 
Four  Rooms,  among  others. 

Griffin  has  a  great  passion  for  reality  TV.  She 
participated  in,  and  won  Celebrity  Mole  on  ABC,  and 
then  hosted  the  NBC  reality  series  Average  Joe  as  well 
as  the  MTV  series  Kathy’s  So-Called  Reality. 

Griffin  has  yearly  performed  successful 
stand-up  specials  for  Bravo.  The  first,  in  2005,  was 
called  Kathy  Griffin  ...  Is  Not  Nicole  Kidman,  and  the 
second,  in  May  of  2006,  was  Strong  Black  Woman.  A 
third  DVD,  a  stand-up  special,  Allegedly,  is  in  stores 
now  and  her  newest  entry,  Everybody  Can  Suck  It, 
will  be  aired  in  the  summer  of  2007. 

In  August  2005,  Kathy’s  reality  show,  Kathy 
Griffin:  My  Life  on  the  D-List,  debuted  on  Bravo  to 
rave  reviews.  The  second  season  of  the  show  was 
nominated  for  an  Emmy  for  “Outstanding  Reality 
Program,”  and  season  three  is  slated  for  broadcast  this 
summer. 

Tickets  cost  $75,  $60  and  $45;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday-Saturday 
from  noon  until  7  p.m.  Doors  open  one-hour  prior  to 
show  start  time. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


( There  Goes  the  Neighborhood9  With  Guitarist  Joe  Walsh 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of 
Famer  and  legendary  guitarist  and  solo  artist  Joe 
Walsh  will  perform  at  Hard  Rock  Live  on  Aug.  23  at  8 
p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Best  known  for  his  powerful  guitar  licks,  Joe 
Walsh  has  entertained  the  masses  and  captivated  his 
peers  for  more  than  three  decades  with  such  classics 
as  “Funk  #49,”  “Walk Away,”  “Life’s  Been  Good,” 

“ Life  of  Illusion”  and  “Ordinary  Average  Guy.” 

Walsh’s  career  got  a  kick  start  in  1969  when 
he  joined  the  Cleveland-based  power  trio  The  James 
Gang.  Two  of  the  four  albums  released  went  gold,  but 
Walsh  left  the  group  to  strike  out  on  his  own. 

He  released  his  solo  debut  Barnstorm  in 
1972.  Although  it  was  a  critical  success,  it  only  sold 
moderately.  The  follow-up,  The  Smoker  You  Drink,  the 
Player  You  Get  (1973)  was  his  commercial  break¬ 
through.  The  first  single  “Rocky  Mountain  Way,” 


received  heavy  airplay  and  reached  #23  on  the  US  top 
40  charts.  It  is  still  a  fixture  on  classic  rock  radio. 

After  performing  with  prominent  bands, 
Walsh  re-ignited  his  solo  career  with  the  discs  But 
Seriously  Folks  (1978)  There  Goes  the  Neighborhood 
(1981),  You  Bought  It,  You  Name  It  { 1983),  The 
Confessor  (1985),  Got  Any  Gum  (1987),  Ordinary 
Average  Guy  (1991)  and  Songs  for  a  Dying  Planet 
(1992).  He  has  also  released  greatest  hits  compila¬ 
tions. 

Tickets  cost  $75,  $60  and  $45;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday-Saturday 
from  noon  until  7  p.m.  Doors  open  one-hour  prior  to 
show  start  time. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


Salsa  Legend  Gilberto  Santa  Rosa  Returns  to  Hard  Rock 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Popular  Puerto  Rican 
vocalist  Gilberto  Santa  Rosa  returns  to  Hard  Rock 
Live  for  another  festive  night  of  salsa  hits  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  Aug.  9  at  8 
p.m.  Joining  Santa  Rosa  on  stage  will  be  fellow 
Caribbean  salsa  sensation,  Fernando  Villalona. 

Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Known  as  a  master  of  “soneo,”  an  improvisa¬ 
tional  vocal  technique,  Santa  Rosa  has  recorded  such 
Salsa  hits  as  “ Muneca ”  and  “Cantante  De  Cartel .”  His 
song,  “ Perdoname ,”  has  become  a  popular  Salsa 
anthem. 

In  1995,  he  became  the  first  Puerto  Rican 
singer  of  tropical  music  to  perform  at  New  York’s 
Carnegie  Hall.  His  album,  Salsa  Sinfonica,  was  the 
first  salsa  recording  with  a  symphony  orchestra  —  the 
Venezuela  Symphony  Orchestra. 


Villalona  began  singing  at  a  very  early  age 
and  became  popular  after  participating  in  El  Festival 
de  la  Voz,  an  amateur  TV  talent  show.  Eventually  he 
began  a  career  as  a  solo  artist  in  the  80s  and  recorded 
hits  such  as  “ Celos “TeAmo  Demasiado,” 

“ Dominicano  Soy,”  “ Sonambulo ”  and  “Baila  en  la 
Calle ”  among  others.  He  followed  his  80s  rise  to  pop¬ 
ularity  with  “ Quisqueya ,”  “No  Podras,”  “Musica 
Latina,”  “ Retorno ”  and  “Me  He  Enamorado,”  all  big 
hits  in  the  90s. 

Tickets  cost  $95,  $80,  $65  and  $50;  addition¬ 
al  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available 
at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday- 
Saturday  from  noon  until  7  p.m.  Doors  open  one-hour 
prior  to  show  start  time. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


Fighting  League  Moves  Championships  to  Florida 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

NEW  YORK  —  The 
International  Fight  League  (IFL),  the 
world’s  number  one  team-based  profes¬ 
sional  mixed  martial  arts  league, 
announced  it  will  move  it’s  2007  World 
Team  Finals  from  The  Forum  in  Los 
Angeles  to  the  Hollywood  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  The  event 
will  take  place  in  Hard  Rock  Live  on 
Sept.  20  at  7  p.m. 

Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

“Although  we  have  had  great  suc¬ 
cess  with  our  first  two  California  events, 
this  opportunity  to  have  an  event  in 
Florida,  in  a  hotbed  for  the  sport  with  some  of  the  new 
stars  of  the  sport,  was  too  much  to  pass  up,”  said  IFL 
Co-Founder  and  Commissioner  Kurt  Otto.  “We  have 
been  able  to  bring  our  athletes  to  a  host  of  new  loca¬ 
tions  in  our  first  year,  and  we  wanted  to  find  the  right 


place  in  Florida,  and  there  is  no  better  place  than  the 
Hard  Rock.” 

The  winners  of  the  two  five-man  teams 
from  the  Aug.  2  playoff  semi-finals  in  East 
Rutherford,  N.J.  will  meet  in  the  finals  at  the 
Hard  Rock.  The  Quad  Cities  Silverbacks,  fea¬ 
turing  undefeated  heavyweight  Ben  Rothwell 
and  lightweight  Bart  Palaczewski,  won  the  IFL 
World  Team  Championship  in  2006. 

Tickets  cost  $200,  $150,  $100  and 
$50;  additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are 
reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live 
Box  Office,  open  Monday-Saturday  from  noon 
until  7  p.m. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com 
or  charge  by  phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885, 
Broward  (954)  523-3309,  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966- 
3309.  Doors  open  one-hour  prior  to  show  start  time. 
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Judy  Weeks 

Martin  and  Nicole  Slavik  and  Nick 
Zepeda  were  dressed  for  the  Pirate 
Dinner. 

Naples  Students 
Cruise  With 
Mickey  Mouse 

By  Judy  Weeks 

CAPE  CANAVERAL,  Fla.  — 
Fifteen  students  enrolled  in  the  Naples 
Education  Program  joined  their  parents  on 
the  docks  in  Port  Canaveral  to  embark  on 
a  Disney  Cruise  on  June  10.  Boarding  a 
luxury  ship,  they  enjoyed  a  four-day  trip  to 
the  islands  of  the  Bahamas. 

The  theme  of  the  voyage  is  natu¬ 
rally  developed  around  the  Disney  charac¬ 
ters  and  brings  the  magic  of  the  theme 
park  to  the  roaring  seas.  Whether  2  years 
old  or  80  years  young,  there  are  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fun-filled  activities  available  at  all 
times.  The  nine-story  ship  has  several 
large  swimming  pools,  courts  for  shuffle 
board,  basketball  and  tennis,  as  well  as  art 
and  craft  centers. 

After  an  activity- filled  day  at  sea, 
the  sailors  reached  their  first  port  of  call  in 
Nassau,  where  they  enjoyed  a  quick  tour 
of  this  well-known  tropical  isle.  Walking 
the  streets  where  pirates  once  tread,  they 
were  able  to  experience  a  brief  lesson  in 
history  and  shop  for  souvenirs  before  con¬ 
tinuing  their  odyssey. 

Back  aboard  ship,  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  join  the  Oceaneer  Club,  and 
were  entertained  by  comedians,  dance 
shows  and  theater  productions.  Interacting 
with  Disney  characters  throughout  the 
cruise,  the  youngsters  participated  in  a 
wealth  of  well-planned  activities. 

Among  the  outstanding  produc¬ 
tions  aboard  ship  were  the  Mickey  Review 

❖  See  CRUISE  page  12 


Judy  Weeks 

The  flying  swings  were  a  big  hit  at  the  Immokalee  Independence  Day  carnival.  See  pages  23,  30  &  31  for  more 
Independence  Day  coverage. 


Firecracker  Walk/Run  by  Dawn’s  Early  Light 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  At  dawn,  about  6:30  a 


July  4,  21  participants  either  walked  or  ran  in  the  third  annu-  ups  and  stretches. 


At  the  outset,  Suzanne  Davis,  allied  health  manag¬ 
er,  took  the  gathering  through  a  series  of  preliminary  warm- 


al  Firecracker  Walk/Run.  The  early  staging  of  the  event 
served  as  a  precaution  to  the  extreme  heat  later  in  the  day. 
The  distance  of  the  track  is  roughly  3.2  miles  or 


three  kilometers,  that  is,  one  and  a  half  miles  up  and  one  and  to  avoid  injuries.” 


“First  thing  in  the  morning  you’re  not  quite  lim¬ 
bered  up  like  you  might  be  later  on  in  the  day,  so  you  need 
to  wake  your  muscles  up  just  a  little  bit,”  she  said,  “ft  helps 


a  half  miles  back.  The  event  took  place  near  the  bridge  and 
the  L-28  Canal  and  the  dirt  road  on  the  east  side  of  the  resi¬ 
dential  area. 

The  Walk/Run  was  organized  by  Edna  McDuffie, 
community  outreach  coordinator  for  the  Big  Cypress 
Wellness  Center,  along  with  the  support  of  health  educators 
and  Tribal  officials.  In  attendance 
were:  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress, 

President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  and 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  who  have 
long  been  involved  in  these  ongoing 
health  and  exercise-oriented  events. 

Two  tables  were  set  up  by 
Tribal  health  educators  for  sign-up 
sheets  and  several  bowls  of  fruit  were 
available  for  participants  to  partake  of. 

Plenty  of  bottled  water  was  also  on 
hand  to  keep  walkers  and  runners 
hydrated.  A  Tribal  EMS  crew  and 
ambulance  were  stationed  nearby  in 
case  of  any  emergencies.  Fortunately, 
their  services  weren’t  needed. 

“It’s  good  for  the  Tribe,” 
pointed  out  President  Richard  Bowers 
Jr.,  “It’s  good  for  our  health,  and  we 
should  do  more  to  promote  it  because 
of  the  high  diabetes  percentage  within 
the  Tribe.  There  needs  to  be  more 
involvement  because  of  our  children, 
starting  them  on  the  road  to  healthier 
lifestyles  at  a  young  age.  And  hope¬ 
fully  we’ll  get  more  parents 
involved.” 


Walking  and  running  are  two  of  the  best  exercises 
people  can  do  to  keep  their  blood  sugar  levels  and  blood 
pressure  down.  They  make  a  drastic  difference  in  overall 
health.  But  since  not  everyone  is  at  the  same  level 

❖  See  WALK,  page  15 


Nia  Cypress  and  Aileen  Cypress  finishing  up  the  three  mile  track. 


Tribal  Youth  Helps  Rebuild  His  Fire-Damaged  School 

Participates  in  Fiesta  Bowl  with  Champion  Boise  Broncos 


By  Robert  C.  North  Sr. 

NEW  MEADOWS, 

Idaho  —  Tribal  citizen,  Wyatt 
Deitz,  11,  son  of  Erica  and 
Bruce  Deitz  of  New  Meadows, 

Idaho,  said  he  “felt  sad”  for 
two  reasons.  First,  his  school 
music  room  and  gym  were 
severely  damaged  due  to  a  fire 
caused  by  faulty  wiring,  but  the 
fire  did  not  spread  to  the  entire 
school  due  to  fire  walls. 

“I  was  also  sad 

because  our  music  teacher  trav¬ 
els  to  school  for  45  minutes 
each  day,  and  he  did  not  have  a 
music  classroom  to  teach  in 
and  he  has  been  traveling  this 
same  route  for  25  years,”  Wyatt 
explained. 

So  Wyatt  wrote  to  the 
Seminole  Tribal  Council  and 
requested  assistance  to  help 
rebuild  his  music  classroom 
and  gymnasium.  He  further 
explained  that  without  the 
music  classroom,  students  from 
Meadow  Valley  School  had  to 
be  transported  to  an  “old  folk’s 
home”  for  music  class.  Wyatt, 
a  clarinet  player,  stated  that  he 
and  his  classmates  “wished  we 
could  have  our  music  class  back.” 

“Wyatt  was  compelled  to  help  his  school,”  said 
mom  Erica  Dietz  “I’m  glad  that  Max  B.  Osceola, 
Hollywood  Council  Representative,  could  help.  It  gave  my 
son  closure  to  know  that  his  school  was  going  to  get  help.” 


The  Seminole  Tribe 
sent  a  check  to  Wyatt’s  school 
to  assist  with  covering  the  dam¬ 
ages. 

“We  were  in  shock,” 
exclaimed  John  Preston,  princi¬ 
pal  of  Meadows  Valley 
Elementary  School,  “We  [the 
Meadow  Valley  School  District] 
send  our  thanks  to  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida.” 

Wyatt  said  he  feels  bet¬ 
ter  now  that  hopefully  his  music 
classroom  and  gymnasium  will 
be  repaired  by  the  time  he  starts 
school  again  in  the  fall,  when  he 
will  be  entering  the  sixth  grade. 

If  assisting  his  school 
was  not  enough,  Wyatt  also 
recently  participated  in  a  sum¬ 
mer  football  camp  at  Boise 
State  University.  The  Boise 
State  Broncos  were  the  come- 
from-behind,  Cinderella  story 
winners  at  the  2007  Fiesta  Bowl 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  defeating  the 
Oklahoma  Sooners 

Wyatt,  along  with 
approximately  2,000  youth  from 
several  northwestern  states, 
learned  football  skills  and  tac¬ 
tics  and  then  played  “Bronco 
Ball”  —  a  non-body  contact  form  of  football  developed  by 
the  Boise  State  coaching  staff.  This  all  took  place  at  the 
state-of-the-art  Calvin-Williams  Facility  and  Bronco 
Stadium,  and  on  the  famous  “Big  Blue”  Astroturf. 

❖  See  WYATT,  page  20 


Submitted  by  Robert  C.  North 

Wyatt  delivering  the  check  to  John  Preston  from  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  to  help  rebuild  the 
school’s  burned  music  classroom  and  gym. 


Seminole  Horse 
Whisperer  Tells 
His  Story  in  Book 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

On  May  15  a  reverent  book  came  off  the 
presses,  which  gives  readers  a  glimpse  into  the  depth 
of  Seminole  culture.  It  is  a  touching  story,  more  like  a 
parable,  of  an  unlikely  friendship  between  a  Seminole 
elder  and  a  white  woman. 

The  book,  titled  Ah-Ho-Ne-Ce  -  The 
Seminole  Horse  Whisperer,  is  about  Jimmy  Scott 
Osceola  and  written  by  C.J.  McAdams.  She  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Buckhead  Ridge,  Fla.,  and  owner  of  The  Dust 
Collector,  an  antique  shop  in  Okeechobee. 


Jimmy  Scott  Osceola 


McAdams  writes  humbly  and  simply  about 
the  lessons  she  has  learned  from  Osceola.  The  68- 
year-old  Seminole  man  took  her  imagination  places 
and  showed  her  things  that  few  people  ever  experi¬ 
ence,  she  said. 

In  her  eloquent  stories,  the  author  shares 
how  she  encountered  a  kindred  spirit  in  Osceola  one 
windy  day  in  November  2005,  when  he  walked  into 
The  Dust  Collector  for  the  first  time.  From  that  day 
forward,  this  soft-hearted  grandmother  not  only  wel¬ 
comed  the  artist  from  Brighton,  but  created  a  special 
place  in  her  antique  store  to  display  his  artwork.  For 
Osceola,  it  became  a  healing  place. 

McAdams  is  a  gifted  storyteller,  having  par¬ 
ticipated  in  folk  festivals  over  the  years.  Perhaps  this 
was  her  fascination  with  Osceola.  He,  too,  is  a  story¬ 
teller.  But  she  will  say  it  is  much  more  than  that. 

Over  the  past  19  months,  Osceola  taught  her 
much  about  the  Native  American  ways;  a  belief  sys¬ 
tem  that  had  a  profound  affect  on  her  life.  Thirsty  for 
this  knowledge  and  the  wisdom  of  Indian  ways,  she 
invited  Osceola  to  make  the  store  a  home  away  from 
home  where  he  could  sit  in  his  own  designated  rock¬ 
ing  chair.  He  was  invited  to  visit  as  often  as  he  liked. 
And  he  came  often. 

Up  until  that  life-changing  day  McAdams 
had  little  knowledge  about  the  Seminoles.  She  knew 

❖  See  WHISPERER,  page  7 


Submitted  by  Education  Dept. 


Louise  Gopher,  Kyle  Doney  and  Emma  Brown 


Higher  Education 
2006-07  Graduates 

By  Linda  Iley,  Higher  Education  Advisor 

The  Education  Department  is  proud  to 
announce  its  06-07  graduates: 

Laura  Billie  from  Hollywood  graduated 
with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  public  management 
from  Florida  Atlantic  University.  She  said  she  plans 
to  start  her  master’s  degree  program  in  public  admin¬ 
istration  at  Nova  Southeastern  University  in  the  2007 
fall  term.  After  her  graduate  studies,  she  intends  to 
work  for  the  Tribe. 

Our  two  graduates  with  an  associate  in  arts 
(AA)  degree  in  business  administration  are  Jessica 
Buster,  from  Hollywood,  and  Andrea  Holata,  from 
Tampa.  Buster  graduated  from  Broward  Community 
College  and  Holata  from  Hillsborough  Community 
College.  They  both  plan  to  pursue  their  bachelor’s 
degrees. 

Elrod  Bowers,  who  is  now  the  Tribe’s  Chief 
Operation  Officer,  recently  graduated  with  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  in  business  management  at  Florida 
International  University.  Previously,  he  earned  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  political  science  from  Wheaton 
College.  His  extensive  education  makes  him  well  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  challenges  of  his  job. 

Brenda  Cypress  now  holds  an  associate  of 
arts  degree  in  nursing  from  Broward  Community 
College.  She  is  continuing  to  complete  an  associate  in 
❖  See  GRADUATES,  page  11 
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Who  is  this  woman  and  child?  See  next  issue  for  the  answer. 


Tribune  Submission  Form 

Attention  Seminole  tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The  Seminole 
Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information  provided 
below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call  The 
Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  4,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Our  fax 
number  is  (954)  965-2937.. 

Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

MOTHER:  _ 

FATHER:  _ 

CHILDREN:  _ 

GRANDPARENTS:  _ 

CLAN:  (OPTIONAL) _ 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  mailed  back  to  you, 
please  include  your  mailing  address. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  _ 

DATE:  _ 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  1260,  fax  (954)  967-3482,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  Florida  33024. 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  August  10,  2007 

Deadline:  July  25,  2007 

Issue:  August  31,  2007 

Deadline:  August  15,  2007 

Issue:  September  21,  2007 

Deadline:  September  5,  2007 

Issue:  October  12,  2007 

Deadline:  September  26,  2007 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 
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News  From  Catching  The  Dream 


Submitted  by  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  Director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments  on  this 
column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  CTD 
grants.  His  e-mail  address  is  CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The 
opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.  ©  2007] 

NEW  REPORT  FINDS  LITERACY  LOW  IN  INDI¬ 
AN  COUNTRY 

At  least  70  percent  of  Indian  adults  in  the  U.S.  are  illiter¬ 
ate  or  only  part  literate,  says  a  new  report  from  Catching  the 
Dream.  The  report  calls  for  concentrated  funding  from  all  sectors 
for  improving  the  literacy  rate  among  Indian  adults. 

“The  rate  of  literacy  is  lower  among  American  Indians 
than  among  any  other  ethnic  group,”  stated  the  Principal 
Researcher  of  “Literacy  in  Indian  Country,”  Dr.  Dean  Chavers. 

Chavers  said  only  five  percent  of  the  U.S.  population 
cannot  read  at  all,  but  that  the  comparable  figure  for  Indians  is  25 
percent. 

“The  rate  of  illiteracy  in  the  U.S.  is  estimated  to  be  about 
30  percent,”  he  reported.  “So  the  rate  of  illiteracy  for  Indians  is 
233  percent  higher  than  it  is  for  the  rest  of  the  nation.” 

Local  Tribal  colleges  often  report  that  more  students  earn 
GED  degrees  through  their  programs  than  finish  high  school  at 
the  schools  on  their  reservations,  he  pointed  out.  The  national 
dropout  rate  for  Indian  students  is  50  percent,  he  added.  These 
high  rates  of  failure  are  producing  a  generation  of  Indian  people 
who  are  barely  employable,  and  many  of  them  are  condemned  to 
a  life  on  welfare. 

The  Varizon  Foundation  underwrote  the  study,  Chavers 
reported.  Copies  of  the  report  are  available  for  $10  from  Catching 
the  Dream  (CTD),  8200  Mountain  Road,  NE,  Suite  203, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  87110,  phone  (505)  262-2351,  fax  (505)  262- 
0534.  The  CTD  e-mail  address  is  ctd4deanchavers@aol.com. 

CTD  HAS  A  RECORD  49  GRADUATES 

CTD  had  49  students  to  be  graduated  from  college  in 
2006-2007.  Five  of  the  49  earned  a  doctoral  degree. 

Dr.  Samantha  Yeltatzie  (Haida  and  Tsimshian)  is  one  of  the  proud 
graduates.  She  finished  her  doctorate  of  veterinary  medicine 
(DVM)  degree  at  the  Weill  Medical  College  of  Cornell 
University. 

“Scholarships  have  been  a  key  factor  in  my  education,” 
she  said.  “I  was  able  to  work  less  and  take  more  classes.”  She  is 
now  interning  at  the  Animal  Medical  Center  in  Arlington,  Texas. 

After  finishing  with  honors  at  Texas  Tech  University  in 
Kingsville,  Texas  in  2001,  she  entered  Cornell  University  the  next 
fall. 

“Cornell  is  not  by  any  means  easy  to  get  into,  and  the 
veterinary  school  is  even  harder,”  Yeltatzie  said. 

She  was  admitted  because  of  her  high  grades  —  a  3.8 
GPA  in  college  and  a  3.7  GPA  in  high  school.  Yeltatzie  said  she 
aimed  to  become  a  veterinarian  from  her  high  school  days. 

“I  have  worked  hard  to  make  myself  a  well-rounded  per¬ 
son,”  she  says.  “I  have  worked  on  numerous  research  projects,” 
she  said.  “My  heritage  has  instilled  in  me  the  importance  of  ani¬ 
mals  in  our  lives.  My  culture  has  taught  me  to  respect  and  listen 
to  the  animals  around  me.  I  am  pursuing  a  DVM  degree  to  help 
all  animals.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  work  with  my  Tribe  in  Alaska.” 

CTD  President,  and  former  Taos,  N.M.  governor,  James 
Lujan  expressed  pride  in  the  graduates.  He  said  this  year’s  group 
was  the  largest  in  CTD’s  21-year  history,  with  49  graduates  this 
year,  compared  to  last  year’s  42. 

“We  are  proud  of  all  our  graduates,”  he  said.  “Our  Tribes 
need  trained  college  graduates  in  almost  all  fields.  This  brings  our 
total  to  552  over  the  past  21  years.  And  we  are  proud  of  the  fact 
that  85  percent  of  our  graduates  are  working  in  Indian  Country. 

“CTD  has  seen  552  of  its  students  graduate  in  the  past  21 
years,”  he  added.  “Our  graduation  rate  is  one  of  the  highest  ever 
achieved  with  Indian  students. 

“And  we  are  very  happy  that  so  many  Tribes  have  helped 
to  fund  these  scholarships.  At  last  count  we  had  27  Tribes  who 
have  given  scholarship  money  to  help  us  with  this  effort.  We  want 
to  help  Tribes  to  become  self-sufficient  and  rebuild  their  reserva¬ 
tion  economies.  The  fastest  way  they  can  do  this  is  through  the 
higher  education  of  their  Tribal  members.” 

COLLEGE  RETENTION  NEWEST  CTD  GRANT 
PROGRAM 

CTD,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement 
organization,  has  announced  that  it  plans  to  add  a  seventh  grant 
program  during  the  coming  year.  The  College  Retention  Program 
(CRP)  will  give  small  grants  to  colleges  in  an  attempt  to  reduce 
the  very  high  college  dropout  rate  for  Native  students. 

“We  estimate  that  the  national  college  dropout  rate  for 
Native  Americans  is  82  percent,”  stated  the  CTD  Director  Dr. 
Dean  Chavers.  “Many  people  say  the  dropout  rate  for  Indians  is 
98  percent,  and  it  has  never  been  that  high.  But  it  is  well  past  time 
for  the  nation  to  start  dealing  with  this  high  rate  of  failure.” 

Most  colleges  have  dropout  rates  between  70  percent  and 
90  percent,  he  added. 

Chavers  cited  inadequate  preparation  for  college,  lack  of 
reading,  and  low  daily  attendance  rates  as  the  three  main  reasons 
for  Indian  students  dropping  out. 

“Many  people  cite  lack  of  funds  as  a  main  reason  for 
Indian  students  dropping  out,  but  that  is  a  secondary  reason. 
Problems  at  home,  unwanted  pregnancies  and  family  emergencies 
are  other  major  reasons  students  drop  out.” 

The  CRP  will  be  one  of  six  programs  CTD  will  fund  this 
fall.  The  other  five  are: 

The  Reading  Award  Program  helps  schools  to  get  Indian 
students  to  read  more  books.  CTD  found  in  data  from  eight  differ¬ 
ent  districts  that  Indian  students  were  reading  an  average  of  less 
than  one  book  per  year  outside  the  classroom.  The  organization 
has  funded  92  RAP  grants  since  1991  and  at  least  70  have  worked 
extremely  well.  Test  scores  have  risen  dramatically  once  students 
started  reading  heavily. 

The  Math  and  Science  Teaching  program  helps  schools 
enroll  more  Indian  students  in  advanced  math  and  science  classes, 
and  get  more  of  them  ready  for  college. 

The  Native  Educator  Scholarships  program  helps  schools 
enroll  their  Indian  teacher  aides  in  college  to  earn  degrees  and 
teaching  credentials. 

The  Golden  Star  Attendance  award  helps  Indian  schools 
improve  the  daily  attendance  rates  of  their  students. 

The  School  Improvement  Project  helps  schools  to 


improve  their  programs.  CTD  plans  to  have  as  many  as  nine 
regional  programs  operating  by  the  fall  of  2007. 

Potential  applicants  may  request  an  application  form 
directly  from  CTD  by  e-mail  at  ctd4deanchavers@aol.com,  by  fax 
at  (505)  262-0534,  by  telephone  at  (505)  262-2351,  and  by  mail  at 
8200  Mountain  Road,  NE,  Suite  203,  Albuquerque,  NM  87110. 

EXEMPLARY  INSTITUTE  GAINS  HIGH  MARKS 

The  12th  Annual  Exemplary  Institute  gained  high  marks, 
the  sponsor,  Catching  the  Dream,  reported.  The  two  keynote 
speakers  and  20  workshop  presenters  all  scored  above  a  4.0  on  a 
scale  from  1-5,  according  to  Coordinator  Dr.  Dean  Chavers. 

The  highest  score  was  a  4.89.  One  participant  said  of  this 
workshop,  “It  was  exciting  and  exhilarating.  I  wish  more  people 
could  have  attended  it.” 

Another  participant  said  about  all  the  workshops  she 
attended:  “I  feel  that  this  was  very  valuable.  We  are  starting  a 
family  EDC/Arts  Circle  and  I  will  share  this  info  during  our  ses¬ 
sions  in  May  to  get  parents/families  prepared  for  it.  Thanks.” 

The  Exemplary  Institute  is  the  only  meeting  specifically 
designed  to  improve  Indian  schools,  Chavers  said. 

“Our  Exemplary  Programs  in  Indian  Education  Program 
is  the  only  program  in  the  U.S.  that  makes  grants  and  provides 
technical  assistance  to  Indian  schools  to  help  them  become 
‘exemplary,’  ”  he  said. 

“Over  190  people  attended  the  12th  Annual  Exemplary 
Institute,”  Chavers  went  on.  “It  is  held  just  before  the  Gathering 
of  Nations  Pow-Wow  at  the  end  of  April,  which  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  like  to  attend.” 

The  next  Exemplary  Institute  will  be  held  April  24-25, 
2008,  at  the  Marriott  Hotel  in  Albuquerque,  according  to  Chavers. 

CTD  RECOGNIZES  NEW  EXEMPLARY  PRO¬ 
GRAMS  AND  AWARDS 

CTD  recognized  two  new  Exemplary  Programs  in  Indian 
Education  (EPIEs)  at  the  12th  Annual  Exemplary  Institute,  the 
organization  announced. 

The  two  new  EPIEs  were  the  South  Dakota  GEAR  UP 
program  and  Box  Elder  Elementary  School.  The  GEAR  UP  pro¬ 
gram  has  sent  more  than  85  percent  of  its  students  on  to  college 
over  the  past  several  years.  Stacy  Phelps  is  the  program’s  coordi¬ 
nator,  and  Keith  Moore  is  director  of  New  Mexico’s  Indian 
Education  Programs,  which  houses  the  program. 

The  principal  of  Box  Elder  Elementary  is  David  Nelson. 
After  struggling  for  several  years,  Box  Elder  has  made  strong 
progress  over  the  past  five  years. 

Principal  of  the  Year  was  William  Higgins,  Nespelem 
School  District  in  Washington.  The  school  district  has  improved 
attendance  to  more  than  95  percent,  and  raised  reading,  math,  and 
writing  scores.  Discipline  problems  have  also  decreased  signifi¬ 
cantly. 

Counselor  of  the  Year  was  Sandra  Westbrook,  Navajo 
Preparatory  School  (NPS),  in  New  Mexico.  Throughout  the  past 
five  years,  NPS  has  consistently  sent  between  98  and  100  percent 
of  its  graduates  on  to  college.  Westbrook  is  the  academic  coun¬ 
selor  dealing  with  all  college  preparation. 

Exemplary  Program  in  Indian  Education  honors  went  to 
Box  Elder  Elementary  School’s  Principal  David  Nelson.  All  test 
scores  have  gone  up  significantly,  as  has  the  daily  attendance  rate. 
The  school  has  made  the  Adequate  Yearly  Progress  list,  a 
statewide  accountability  system  mandated  by  the  No  Child  Left 
Behind  Act  of  2001,  for  two  years  in  a  row  —  the  only  Indian 
school  in  the  state  of  Montana  that  did  so. 

PUBLICATION:  “READING  FOR  COLLEGE” 

The  newest  publication  from  CTD  is  a  comprehensive 
annotated  bibliography  of  books  students  should  read  before  they 
enter  college.  The  book,  Reading  for  College,  will  be  available 
for  purchase  July  30. 

“Indian  students  typically  do  not  read  books  outside  the 
classroom,”  stated  the  author,  Dr.  Dean  Chavers.  “This  book  is 
intended  to  give  students,  parents,  and  school  personnel  the  guid¬ 
ance  they  need  to  prepare  students  thoroughly  for  college. 

“Indian  students  typically  do  poorly  on  ACT  and  SAT 
tests,”  he  went  on.  “But  if  they  become  heavy  readers,  their 
scores  improve  dramatically.  And  the  poor  readers  also  drop  out 
of  college.  We  encourage  students  to  start  now  to  become  heavy 
readers. 

“We  have  seen  students  go  from  below  average  to  high 
scores  by  reading  books.  We  encourage  them  to  start  taking  the 
ACT  as  sophomores,  and  not  to  wait  until  they  are  seniors,  when 
it  may  be  too  late.” 

The  book  sells  for  $39.95  and  is  available  on  the  CTD 
website,  www.catchingthedream.org. 

PUBLICATION:  “MODERN  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
LEADERS” 

The  latest  book  in  the  Native  American  Series  for  the 
prestigious  Edwin  Mellen  Press  is  by  educator  Dr.  Dean  Chavers. 
The  book,  Modern  American  Indian  Leaders,  profiles  87  modem 
Indian  leaders. 

“Everyone  knows  about  Cochise,  Geronimo,  Crazy 
Horse  and  Sitting  Bull,”  Chavers  said.  “But  few  people  know 
about  Lucy  Covington,  Pat  Locke  or  Dr.  Lois  Steele.  Yet  these 
brave  Indian  women  and  men  have  fought  for  Indian  rights  for 
decades.  Many  of  them  have  changed  the  course  of  history  and 
yet  have  not  received  recognition  for  their  achievements.” 

Among  the  many  Indian  leaders  in  the  book  are  Roger 
Jourdain,  Wendell  Chino,  Richard  Oakes,  Elouise  Cobell,  Wilma 
Mankiller  and  Jack  Montgomery.  Five  of  the  dozens  of  Indians 
who  have  been  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor  are  featured  in  the 
book.  Lieutenant  Jack  Montgomery,  who  captured  dozens  of 
Germans  and  knocked  out  three  machine-gun  nests  by  himself  in 
World  War  II,  is  just  one  of  the  many  war  heroes  featured  in  the 
book. 

The  two-volume  work  is  a  valuable  addition  to  modem 
scholarship  in  Indian  people,  stated  Dr.  Troy  Johnson  in  the  fore¬ 
word. 

“This  is  a  book  that  belongs  in  every  library  in  the 
United  States  and  on  the  desk  of  every  American  school  child,”  he 
said. 

The  book  is  736  pages  long  and  features  pictures  of  40 
of  the  modem  Indian  heroes.  It  is  divided  into  seven  sections:  The 
Major  Issues,  Tribal  Leaders,  War  Heroes,  Sports  Heroes,  Literary 
Heroes,  Education  Heroes,  Movement  Heroes  and  Religious 
Heroes.  It  is  the  only  source  of  information  on  many  of  the  Indian 
heroes,  who  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  textbooks. 

The  book  can  be  ordered  from  www.mellenpress.com. 


Corrections 


In  the  June  8  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  Joe  Dan  Osceola  was 
incorrectly  identified  as  a  war  veteran  in 
the  article  “BCC  South  Adds  Chickee  to 
Campus.” 

In  the  June  29  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  Chief  Charlie  Tiger  of 
the  Seminole  Police  Department  was 
incorrectly  identified  as  Orlando  Torres  of 
the  Hendry  County  Sheriff’s  Department 
in  the  article  “Tribal  Citizen  Graduates 
from  Police  Academy.” 

In  the  June  29  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  Troy  Cantu  was  incor¬ 
rectly  identified  as  Tony  Cantu  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  “Father’s  Day  Celebration  in 
Immokalee.” 
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Ruby  Jumper  Billie 


Letters  &  E-mail 

Dear  Editor, 

I  was  wondering  if  Billie  Swamp 
Safari  is  open  on  Sundays  because  I  am 
interested  in  taking  an  airboat  ride. 

Erika  Kilgore 
Ft.  Lauderdale 

Hello  Ms.  Kilgore, 

Yes,  we  are  open  every  day 
except  Christmas  Day.  Our  first  tours 
depart  at  10  a.m.  and  our  last  tours 
depart  at  5  p.m.  Our  gift  shop  is  open 
from  8:30  am  to  6:00  pm  and  this  is 
where  you  will  purchase  your 
tickets/schedule  your  tours. 

Thanks, 

Sherry  M  Blanset 
Administrative  Assistant 
Billie  Swamp  Safari 
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Jennifer  Villalobos  introduces  the  difference  between  wants,  needs  and  necessities. 


Judy  Weeks 


Financial  Responsibility  Seminar  Offered 

By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Immokalee  was 
just  one  of  the  Tribal  communities  that  host¬ 
ed  the  Financial  Skills  for  Youth  Seminar,  put 
on  by  the  Family  Services  Department  and 
Executive  Administrator’s  Office.  The  three- 
hour  course  was  offered  to  the  Immokalee 
youth  employees  on  June  20,  and  featured 
some  very  basic  concepts  of  saving,  money 
management  and  budgeting  techniques. 

Two  representatives  from  Merrill 
Lynch,  a  well-known  money  management 
and  brokerage  firm,  conducted  the  program. 

Coming  from  California  for  this  event,  Elke 
Chenevey  and  Jennifer  Villalobos  (Tohono 
O’odham),  specialize  in  training  sessions  for 
all  ages. 

Using  an  easel  and  contact  board, 
the  group  learned  how  to  determine  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  wants,  needs  and  necessities. 

Types  of  expenditures,  both  fixed  and  flexi¬ 
ble,  as  well  as  luxuries  were  discussed. 

The  program  began  with  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  long  and  short-term  goals,  which 
included  money  management  that  would 
allow  for  saving.  The  students  were  intro-  nario  with  a  fixed  income  to  establish  a  viable  budget 

duced  to  a  Teen’s  Guide  to  Budgeting  and  given  a  see-  that  would  span  a  two-month  period. 

The  pleasant  and  eye 
opening  presentation  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  facilitate  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  youthful  audi¬ 
ence.  The  youngsters  were 
amazed  to  learn  how  much 
things  like  owning  a  vehicle, 
food,  housing,  utilities,  clothing 
and  pet  care  actually  cost.  They 
also  discovered  how  quickly 
their  expenses  could  exceed  their 
income  and  the  necessity  for 
careful  planning. 

Warming  to  the  subject, 
these  young  people  quickly 
began  to  participate  and  made 
some  very  insightful  observa¬ 
tions.  Establishing  a  savings  rou¬ 
tine  to  provide  for  future  goals 
was  a  whole  new  concept  to 
which  they  quickly  adapted.  They 
learned  about  checking  accounts, 
credit  cards,  percentage  rates  and 
loans. 


Judy  Weeks 


Family  Services’  Linda  Freeman  and  students  Diedra  Hall  and  Jordan 
Rodriguez  participate  in  the  Financial  Education  Seminar. 
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Gopher  Promoted  to  Director  of  Finance 


Submitted  by  Travis  Trueblood 

TAMPA  —  Tribal  citizen  Carla  Gopher  of 
Lakeland,  Fla.  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of 
director  of  finance  for  the  Seminole  Indian  Casino  - 
Brighton.  The  director  of  finance  oversees  all  aspects 
of  finance,  accounting  and  cash  operations  at  the 
casino. 

Gopher  began  work  at  her  new  position  on 

July  2. 

She  has  worked  continuously  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Tampa  for 
more  than  10  years.  During  that  time,  she  held  such 
positions  as  Tribal  trainee,  cage  supervisor,  internal 
auditor,  assistant  to  the  general  manager  and  director 
of  compliance. 

“Carla  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
Tampa  management  team  and  has  contributed 
tremendously  to  its  success,”  said  John  Fontana, 
President  of  Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino.  “She  will  be  missed  in  Tampa,  but  will  be  a 
valuable  asset  in  Brighton.” 

Gopher  expressed  gratitude  to  Fontana  and 
the  management  and  employees  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Tampa  for  their  men¬ 
torship. 

“It  has  been  a  great  experience  and  I  am 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  learned  so  much 
about  casino  operations,”  she  said.  “I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  working  with  everyone  at  the  Brighton 
Casino.” 

Gopher,  Panther  clan,  was  raised  at  the 
Brighton  reservation.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Louise 
Jones  Gopher  and  the  late  Charlie  Steele  Gopher.  She 
is  the  first  Seminole  graduate  of  Florida  State 
University,  where  she  earned  her  bachelor’s  degree  in 
business  management  in  1996.  She  earned  a  master 
of  business  administration  from  the  University  of 
Tampa  in  2005. 


Submitted  by  Travis  Trueblood 

Carla  Gopher 


Friends  Visit  Chairman  Cypress  in  His  Office 

Raley,  Kaylowe  and  Angel  Johnson  Visit  from  Oklahoma 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Angel  Johnson,  Kaylowe  Johnson  and  Roley  Johnson. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  June 
29,  Roley  Johnson,  his  wife  Kaylowe 
and  Angel,  their  10-year-old  daughter 
visited  from  Holdenville,  Okla.  to  see 
their  good  friend  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  in  his  Hollywood  Headquarters 
office. 

They  had  a  nice  chat  about  the 
good  ole’  days  and  talked  about  the 
many  pageants  Angel  has  won.  She 
was  a  past  princess-two  times,  holding 
the  titles  of  Little  Miss  Creek  Nation  in 
Division  I  and  II;  her  reign  just  ended 
in  June.  Next  year,  Angel  said  she 
plans  on  running  in  Division  III. 

She  just  came  back  from  visit¬ 
ing  Walt  Disney  World  with  her  family 
and  loved  the  Animal  Kingdom,  Magic 
Kingdom  and  all  the  Disney  characters. 
They  had  a  wonderful  time  visiting  and 
hope  to  visit  more  of  Florida  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  again  soon. 
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Judy  Weeks 

Her  sister  Mary  Moore,  brother  O.B.  Osceola,  Sr.  and  sister  Marie  Cypress,  (foreground)  Tahama  Osceola 
and  Ingraham  Billie,  Jr.  get  together  for  a  photo. _ 


Tahama  Osceola  Celebrates  80th  Birthday 


By  Judy  Weeks 

NAPLES  —  Family  and  friends  of  Tahama 
Osceola  gathered  at  the  Beach  Club  Hotel  on  June  29 
to  celebrate  her  80  birthday.  The  surprise  party  was 
based  on  a  1950s  theme,  centered  around  Elvis 
Presley.  Joe  Moreno  and  All  the  King’s  Men  did  a  fan¬ 
tastic  job  of  transporting  the  party  goers  back  in  time 
by  playing  all  of  Tahama’s  old  favorites. 

Thinking  that  she  was  headed  for  a  communi¬ 
ty  meeting,  the  guest  of  honor  squealed  in  delight 
when  she  realized  that  she  had  been  tricked.  The  ban- 
quiet  room  had  been  decorated  with  life-size  photos  of 
Elvis  Presley,  vintage  cars,  guitars,  records  and  memo¬ 
rabilia  from  a  past  era.  Several  of  the  party-goers  were 
clad  in  poodle  skirts,  bobby  socks  and  saddle  shoes. 

After  donning  an  enormous  pair  of  bejeweled 
eye  glasses,  Tahama  was  swept  onto  the  dance  floor 
by  Ingraham  Billie,  Jr.,  where  they  proceeded  to  show 
everyone  how  to  shake  a  leg.  Returning  to  their  table, 
the  very  talented  vocalist,  Joe  Moreno  serenaded  her 
with  “Love  Me  Tender”  and  “Blue  Suede  Shoes.” 

Family  members,  under  the  direction  of 
Sandy  Osceola  and  Wanda  Zepeda,  spent  weeks  mak¬ 
ing  a  combined  effort  to  provide  this  wonderful  cele¬ 
bration  for  a  very  special  person.  They  are  all  grateful 
to  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  their  generous 
sponsorship. 

A  member  of  the  Panther  Clan,  Tahama  is  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Cory  Robert  Osceola  and  his  wife, 
Juanita  Cypress  Osceola.  She  was  bom  in  Miami  in 
1927,  and  grew  up  in  camps  along  the  Tamiami  Trail, 
eventually  making  Naples  her  permanent  home. 

Loved  ones  took  turns  throughout  the 
evening  paying  tribute  to  this  family  icon.  Her  niece, 
Barbara  Osceola-Butera,  summed  it  up  best  when  she 
said,  “Our  Native  American  culture  is  a  matriarchal 
society.  The  women  accept  a  large  responsibility  for 
preparing  the  next  generations  for  the  role  they  must 
play  in  preserving  the  future  of  our  people.  My  aunt 
Tahama  has  taken  these  responsibilities  to  heart  and 
devoted  her  life  to  striving  to  fulfill  her  destiny.” 

Her  daughter,  Wanda  Zepeda  and  son-in-law, 
Lee,  couldn’t  help  but  remember  the  sacrifices  Tahama 
made  in  caring  for  her  extended  family. 


Judy  Weeks 

Granddaughter,  Kari  Jo,  hands  Tahama  a  photo  signed  by  all  of 
her  loved  ones. 


“As  a  young  woman,  she  worked  hard  in  the 
fields  and  drove  a  farm  truck  by  day  and  did  her  share 
of  the  cooking  at  the  evening  fire,”  Wanda  said.  “The 
long  hours  she  spent  at  the  sewing  machine  produced 
a  remarkable  skill  for  making  meticulous  Seminole 
patchwork  creations  and  dolls.  We  can  never 
thank  her  enouvh  for  hahvsittinn  and  teaehinv  our 


Judy  Weeks 

Tahama,  her  sister  Mary  (top  left)  and  daughter-in- 
law  Sandy  don  massive  eyeglasses. 


children.” 

Her  grandsons,  Lee,  Brian,  Pedro  and  Doug 
are  attempting  to  carry  on  the  Seminole  traditions 
using  the  skills  they  have  learned  from  their  beloved 
grandmother.  Brian  remarked,  “She  would  hold  out 
her  hand  and  say,  ‘This  is  our  culture,  but  you  must 
learn  the  ways  of  others  and  balance 
your  knowledge  to  preserve  our  future.’ 
Having  never  had  an  opportunity  to 
attend  school,  she  is  a  very  strong 
advocate  of  education.” 

Her  son  Douglas  and  his  wife 
Sandy  acknowledge  the  strength  of  her 
character  which  has  been  passed  on  to 
their  children. 

“Kari  Jo,  Jessica,  Marissa  and 
Nicole  have  inherited  her  strong  will 
and  determination,”  he  said.  “These  are 
characteristics  that  will  serve  them 
well.  All  of  her  grandchildren  have 
excelled  in  school  and  have  sought  or 
are  seeking  advanced  education.” 

Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola 
Jr.  fondly  remembers  how  his  aunt  took 
care  of  her  parents  during  their  elder 
years  in  true  Seminole  tradition. 

Laughing  he  said,  “Soon  it 
will  be  our  turn  to  do  the  same  for  her 
and  we  will  look  forward  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  However,  after  watching  her  on 
the  dance  floor  tonight,  I  wouldn’t  be 
making  any  predictions  for  the  immedi¬ 
ate  future.” 

Following  a  wonderful  buffet, 
Tahama  opened  a  multitude  of  presents 
that  included  Seminole  skirts,  quilts, 
jewelry,  gag  gifts  and  so  much  more. 
Among  her  new  possessions  was  a  photograph  taken 
of  her  lounging  on  the  beach  that  had  been  signed  by 
all  of  her  family  and  friends. 

While  everyone  sang  “Happy  Birthday,” 
Tahama  blew  out  the  candles  on  her  cake  and  cut  the 
first  piece  for  good  luck. 


Judy  Weeks  Judy  Weeks 

Marissa  Osceola  is  all  smiles  as  she  dances  with  Among  Tahama’s  numerous  gifts  was  a  beautiful  patch- 
her  grandmother  _  work  skirt  and  blouse. 


Miss  Seminole  Bids  Farewell 


Hello,  my  name  is  Brittany  T.  Yescas.  I  am 
currently  Miss  Florida  Seminole  2006-2007. 1  am  21 
years  old  and  a  member  of  the  Bird  clan.  I  am  also  the 
fourth  of  five  children  who  grew  up  in  the  Florida 
Everglades,  and  the  great-granddaughter  of  Mickey 
Tiger. 

At  the  time  I  decided  to  run  for  Miss  Florida 
Seminole,  I  knew  it  was  a  prestigious  title  that,  should 
I  win,  I  would  do  my  best  to  fulfill  the  duties  of.  To  my 
surprise  I  was  chosen  to  hold  the  title.  It  had  been  a 
dream  that  became  reality. 

As  Miss  Florida  Seminole,  I  dedicated  and 
committed  myself  on  behalf  of  our  Tribal  citizens  and 
the  responsibilities  assigned  to  me.  As  my  reign  comes 
to  an  end,  1  can  honestly  say  these  experiences  have 
had  a  positive  effect  and  surely  they  have  been  unique 
and  great  significance  in  my  life.  I  believe  the  Breath 
Maker,  Feshahkee-ommehche,  has  shaped  my  life  and 
I  feel  very  blessed. 

As  an  ambassador  of  the  Tribe,  I  have  been 
assigned  to  travel  throughout  the  U.S.,  and  as  far 
away  as  Berlin,  Germany.  I  have  shared  my  knowl¬ 
edge  about  my  Tribe  with  people  all  around  the  world. 
Being  Miss  Florida  Seminole  has  brought  me  more 
awareness,  modesty,  and  spirituality  for  all  Native 
Nations  and  of  our  own  community. 

I  want  to  acknowledge  my  ancestors,  for  they 
are  why  we  are  here  today,  and  I  am  immensely  grate¬ 
ful  to  them.  My  people ’s  survival  of  existence  has 
inspired  me  to  carry  on  and  to  better  our  community.  I 


am  proud  to  say  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  are  no 
followers  —  we  are  all  leaders.  It  is  here  where  my 
heart  is;  with  my  people  and  for  the  people.  I  will 
always  continue  to  endure  representation  of  all 
Seminole  people.  For  me,  this  isn ’t  the  end  only  the 
beginning  of  greatness  to  come. 

With  the  support  of  many,  I  was  able  to 
accomplish  my  task  as  Miss  Florida  Seminole.  My 
mother  is  a  major  role  of  who  I  am  today  and  I  would 
like  to  thank  her  dearly.  She,  my  father,  aunts,  uncles 
and  grandparents  have  passed  their  knowledge  down 
to  me.  I  am  young  and  though  I  understand  who  I  am 
and  where  I  came  from,  I  will  continue  to  learn 
throughout  my  lifetime. 

1  also  would  like  to  acknowledge  Tribal 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola,  Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.,  former  president  Moses  Osceola,  former 
Brighton  Council  representative  Andrew  Bowers  Jr., 
Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David  R.  Cypress, 
the  newly-elected  Tribal  Council,  Princess  Committee 
Chairwoman  Wanda  F.  Bowers  and  the  entire  princess 
committee  —  without  you  this  wouldn ’t  have  been  pos¬ 
sible.  Thank  you  for  hearing  my  words  and  I  hope  you 
all  find  happiness  and  fulfdlment  in  life. 

Sho  Na  Bish, 

Brittany  Yescas 

2006-2007  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess 


Junior  Miss  Seminole  Says  Sho-na-bish 


Che-han-to-mo,  my  name  is  Tianna  Hali 
Yesenia  Garcia-Sanders.  I  am  the  14-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Virginia  and  Eric  Sanders.  I  am  of  the  Panther 
clan  and  I  reside  on  the  Big  Cypress  reservation.  I  will 
be  a  sophomore  at  American  Heritage  this  fall. 

I  want  to  first  give  thanks  to  the  Creator, 
whom  has  blessed  me  with  this  life. 

This  year  has  been  an  important  year  in  my 
young  life.  I  most  humbly  fill  the  title  of 2006-2007 
Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess.  My  year  has 
been  filled  with  many  wonderful  experiences.  My  trav¬ 
els  have  included  marching  in  the  Gathering  of 
Nations  Pow-Wow  Grand  Entry  to  Oklahoma,  where 
my  grandmother  was  once  princess  to  Schemitzun 
Pow-Wow  in  North  Stonington,  Conn,  to  witnessing 
history  as  our  Tribal  officials  were  sworn  in  under¬ 
neath  the  historical  Council  Oak  Tree. 

This  year  marks  our  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary 
as  a  federally  recognized  Tribe,  which  is  an  exciting 
time  for  the  entire  Tribe. 

I  have  worn  this  crown  with  great  pride  and 
dedicated  this  year  to  my  great-grandmother ’s  memo¬ 
ry,  the  lovely  Tommie  Roberts  Jumper. 

I  have  made  many  new  friends  and  learned 
new  cultures  as  I  shared  my  people’s  unique  history 
and  undying  pride  of  my  Seminole  people.  I  have 
learned  that  being  a  student  athlete  and  a  princess 
can  get  very  hectic.  This  has  been  a  year  of  repriori¬ 
tizing  for  me,  and  I  would  do  this  all  again  because  I 
know  that  I  had  accomplished  one  of  my  dreams  and  it 
has  helped  me  become  a  stronger  person. 

It  was  not  until  this  past  February  that  I  felt 
my  responsibility  as  an  ambassador  for  young  Native 
people.  It  was  at  our  annual  Tribal  Fair  And  Pow- 


Wow  that  I  met  our  current  reigning  Little  Miss 
Seminole,  the  lovely  Krysta  Burton.  She  looked  up  to 
me  and  respected  me,  and  I  knew  and  finally  realized 
that  I  was  going  to  have  the  eyes  of  hundreds  of  little 
girls  watching  and  learning  from  my  every  move.  I 
learned  that  wearing  this  crown  does  not  just  reflect 
me  but  it  also  reflects  my  people,  so  the  desire  to  share 
my  culture  was  now  greater. 

I  would  like  to  say  Sho-na-bish  to  the  Tribal 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Directors  for  their  support 
during  my  reign  as  Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Princess. 

To  my  parents:  I  can  never  say  thank  you 
enough  for  your  time  and  effort  to  make  my  year  less 
stressful.  I  love  you  both.  To  my  brothers:  Kory 
(Mufasa),  Dougie  (Buggy  Boo),  Klayton,  I  miss  you!, 
Karlito  and  Alonzo,  I  say  thank  you  for  being  patient 
and  understanding  throughout  this  year.  To  my  big 
brother  Kory:  thank  you  for  helping  me  with  my  talent 
portion,  which  we  won,  even  though  you  told  everyone 
you  won.  We  made  it  “reign!”  To  my  little  sister 
Gianna:  I  look  forward  to  helping  you  when  you  run 
for  Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole.  To  my  grandma, 
Delores  Jumper:  I  want  to  express  my  deepest  grati¬ 
tude  to  you  because  without  your  voice,  I  know  I  may 
not  have  gone  to  a  lot  of  the  places  that  I  traveled  to. 

Lastly,  I  want  to  say  Sho-na-bish  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  my  Tribe  for  allowing  me  this  wonderful  expe¬ 
rience  and  the  opportunity  to  represent  you. 

Sho-na-bish- a, 

Tianna  Hali  Yesenia  Garcia-Sanders 

2006-2007  Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole 

Princess 


Princess  Pageant 
Set  for  July  28 


Submitted  by  Wanda  Bowers 

The  upcoming  Miss 
Florida  Seminole  Princess  Pageant 
is  scheduled  for  July  28  in  the 
Hollywood  Tribal  Auditorium  at  7 
p.m. 

All  ladies  18-25  enrolled 
in  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
are  qualified  to  run  for  the  title  of 
Miss  Florida  Seminole.  All  young 
ladies  12-17  who  are  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  are  eligible  to  run  for  Jr.  Miss 
Florida  Seminole. 

All  those  who  qualify  to 
run  may  pick  up  an  application  in 
the  Tribal  Secretary’s  Office,  or  a 
committee  staff  member  can  e- 
mail,  fax  or  mail  one  to  you. 

Please  call:  Wanda 
Bowers,  (954)  966-6300,  Ext. 
1468,  Priscilla  Sayen,  (954)  966- 
6300,  Ext.  1461,  Salina  Dorgan, 
(863)  763-3866,  or  Alice  Billie, 
(863)  902-3200,  Ext.  1324  for 
more  information. 
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The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  celebrating 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
our  Constitution  and  Corporate  Charter. 


During  this  Uay  lung  celebration  you  will  experience  a  Press 
Conference,  a  Luncheon  fashion  Show  and  a  Theatrical 
Production  that  tells  our  story  through  the  eyes  of  the 
Sem  moles.  Come  learn  about  the  rich  history  culture  and 
tradition  that  is  the  foundation  for  wha  tour  Tribe  has  become. 


Piease  plan  to  join  us  for  history  in  the  making 
and  be  a  part  of  this  once  in  a  lifetime  event 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


July  20,  2007 


Susan  Etxebarria 


(L-R)  Aileen  Cypress,  Nia  Cypress  and  RickyJoe  Alumbaugh 


Pilot  Gerardo  Sanchez  and  Forestry  Helicopter  Manager  Jamie  Mac 
Daniels  conduct  an  aerial  ignition  operation  on  the  Big  Cypress 
reservation. 


(L-R  Front  Row)  Helicopter  Pilot  Gerardo  Sanchez,  Helicopter  Pilot  John  Gallagher,  Maintenance  Technician  Jose  Diazviana,  Operations 
Coordinator  Jamie  Kuntz,  Director  of  Maintenance  Jorge  Artigas,  Vehicle  Operator  Armando  Negrin  Sr.  (Second  Row  L-R)  Chief  Helicopter 
Pilot  Aaron  Wainman,  Airplane  Pilot  Tim  McCarty,  Airplane  Pilot  Bob  Rembert,  Airplane  Pilot  Jason  Jacobs,  Interim  Director  and  Pilot  Clint 
El-Ramey.  (Back  Row)  Lead  Flight  Attendant  Cheryl  Russell. _ 


Aviation  Department  Hosts  Open  House 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Driving  down  the 
long  narrow  road  at  Big  Cypress  that  leads  to 
the  Seminole  Tribe  Aviation  Department,  there 
were  19  small  planes  lined  up  neatly  in  row;  a 
prelude  to  a  grand  show  on  the  afternoon  of 
July  1. 

Approaching  the  large  hangar  there 
appeared  a  crowd  of  people  sitting  under  a  huge 
white  tent.  Other  people  were  milling  about  the 
grounds  as  music  was  in  the  air  and  attendees 
gathered  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  Aviation 
Department’s  Open  House. 

Tribal  citizens  and  special  guests  were 
invited  to  drop  by  the  hangars  and  see  what 
goes  on  in  the  aviation  division.  The  guests 
were  pilots  and  their  spouses,  members  of  the 
Florida  Areo  Club,  who  did  a  fly-in  that  day 
coming  from  as  far  away  as  Homestead  and 
West  Palm  Beach.  It  was  their  small  aircraft 
parked  along  the  side  of  the  road. 

The  Open  House  presented  a  rare 
opportunity  to  sit  inside  one  of  the  Tribe’s  heli¬ 
copters  and  small  airplanes 

“We  really  want  Tribal  members  to 
know  what  we  do  here,”  said  Chief  Pilot  Clint 
El-Ramey.  “Our  job  is  more  than  just  flying  the 
Gulfstream  G-4  jet.” 

El-Ramey  and  his  staff  were  on  hand  to 
answer  questions  about  the  Tribe’s  two  air¬ 
planes,  and  three  helicopters.  The  Gulfstream  is 
the  largest  plane  with  13  passenger  seats.  It  was 
not  open  for  inspection.  However,  a  smaller 
four-seat  plane  was  open,  as  well  as  the  Bell 
430,  a  helicopter  that  seats  seven  passengers.  It 
is  used  as  a  backup  to  transport  Tribal  officials 
and  personnel  to  important  meetings  and 
engagements. 

“There  is  a  perception  that  all  we  do 
here  in  aviation  is  fly  Tribal  officials  to  places 
they  need  to  be  in  a  hurry  but  there  is  a  lot  more 
we  do,”  he  said.  “We  are  a  full-service  entity; 
we  do  mosquito  control  with  aerial  applications 
at  Brighton,  Immokalee  and  Big  Cypress  with 
the  small  Bell  206  helicopter.” 

The  pilots  fly  from  sundown  to  1 1  p.m. 
and  from  3  a.m.  to  sun  up  when  spraying  for 
mosquitoes.  El-Ramey  added  that  “the  cleanest, 
environmentally  safe  products  available  are 
used  for  mosquito  control.” 

Another  product  used  to  treat  larvae  on 
the  ground  is  applied  using  the  medium-sized 
Bell  407  helicopter.  The  pilots  attach  a  bucket 
for  getting  close  to  the  ground.  It  hangs  below 
the  copter  and  is  filled  with  insecticide. 

“The  council  goes  to  great  effort  to 
make  the  Tribal  members’  lives  healthy  and 
happy,”  he  said.  “They  do  this  for  the  residents 
to  protect  them  from  illnesses  like  encephalitis.” 

Another  use  of  the  helicopters  is  to 
help  fight  fires  on  the  reservations.  The  pilots 
coordinate  their  efforts  under  the  direction  of 
Joel  Frank  who  heads  up  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Department  of  Forestry. 

The  Aviation  Department  also  does 
emergency  back  up  support  for  the  Seminole 
Police  Department  providing  aerial  security.  For 
example,  during  the  Super  Bowl  activities  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  they  were  flying  overhead 


to  help  provide  traffic  control. 

“What  people  need  to  know  is  that  the 
planes  transporting  Tribal  officials  to  meetings 
helps  the  Tribe  generate  revenue,”  said  El- 
Ramey.  “Let’s  say  you  have  six  council  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  to  be  in  New  York  for  an  impor¬ 
tant  business  meeting  and  then  back  to  the 
reservation  to  conduct  another  meeting  the  next 
day.  To  be  able  to  fly  our  own  plane  results  in 
significant  savings.  Especially  since  we  have 
our  own  fuel  farm  located  here  and  we  get  dis¬ 
counts  on  state  and  federal  taxes.” 

El-Ramey  said  one  reason  for  the  Open 
House  was  to  attract  the  Tribal  youth. 

“We  want  to  generate  interest  in  flying 
among  the  youth  and  we  plan  to  talk  with  high 
school  youth,  especially  during  career  days,”  he 
said. 

During  the  Open  House,  El-Ramey 


flew  the  Bell  407  into  the  air  with  the  huge 
bucket  filled  with  240  gallons  of  water  attached, 
just  as  it  is  done  while  fighting  fires.  He  let  the 
deluge  of  water  splash  to  the  ground  on  the  tar¬ 
mac.  After  each  gush  of  water  he  flew  to  a  near¬ 
by  canal,  filled  the  bucket  with  water  and 
brought  it  back.  He  did  this  six  times.  The  water 
smashed  at  the  ground  at  about  1,600  pounds  of 
pressure  and  everyone  stood  back  to  watch  the 
amazing  demonstrations. 

At  the  end  of  the  event,  the  visiting 
pilots  boarded  their  small  aircraft  and  took  off 
in  the  sky  while  observers  on  the  ground 
watched. 

El-Ramey  said  this  was  the  first  time 
an  Open  House  was  held  and  if  there  is  positive 
feedback  it  could  become  a  bigger  and  even  bet¬ 
ter  Seminole  Tribe  Air  Show  next  year. 


Submitted  by  Aviation 

Pilot  John  Gallagher  lighting  fire  over  Brighton  during  a  wild  fire  suppression  this  year. 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 

'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Across  Florida  For  Over  20  Years ' 


Law  Office  of  Scott  H,  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561 )  689-3625 
Fax;  <56 1)686-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@bellsoutb.net 


AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIN!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

*  Neck  Plain 

*  Lower  Back  Pain 

*  Headaches 

•  LegS;  Arm  Pain  "  v 
1  Joint  Pain 

*  Muscle  Pain 

Wit  accept  your  insurance  plan.  PPO's, 

POS,  Medicate,  Auto  insurance. 


SPINAL 


Sf  CONSULTATION 
TO  ALL  TRIBAL  CITIZENS 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr,  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10B30  Pines  Rivet,  ■  Pembroke  Fines 
(954)  432-5006 

4 Locate*!  i teat  in  IU3ly‘s  tbm  in  Lite  IVtltanu  Breeze  ptaziij 
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Participants  and  poetry  lovers  enjoy  the  Open  Mic  Night. 


First  Annual  Open  Mic  Night  Held  at  Okalee 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Open  minds,  hearts, 
voices  and  mics  filled  the  room  on  June  29.  The  Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  at  Okalee  was  the  backdrop  for 
artists  of  all  types  to  entertain  and  inform  those  on 
hand  for  the  first  Annual  Seminole  Open  Mic  Night. 

Tribal  citizens  and  employees  displayed  a 
mix  of  poetry,  music  and  performances.  Poet  and 
Tribal  citizen  Elgin  Jumper  created  the  idea  for  the 
event  and  was  also  emcee. 

“We  done  a  poetry  reading  at  [Broward 
Community  College]  and  after  that  we  were  brain¬ 
storming  and  trying  to  come  up  with  something  we 
could  do  next,”  Jumper  said. 

He  said  it  was  important  to  build  on  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  that  day. 

“I  know  a  lot  of  talented,  gifted  artists  and 
writers  and  there’s  not  really  a  place  available  where 
they  can  express  their  creativity  and  have  it  on  display 
or  exhibition,”  Jumper  said.  “I  wanted  to  make  a  place 
available  where  all  this  creativity  could  come  out.” 

A  collection  of  original  and  classic  works 
were  read  throughout  the  evening,  including  those  of 
Native  American  poets  as  well  as  English  poet  and 
playwright  William  Shakespeare. 

Those  performing  included  Paul  Buster,  Jaide 
Micco,  Regina  Jumper,  Eleanor  Andrews,  Dr.  Kyra 
Belan  and  Gilbert  Davila. 

Big  Cypress  and  Hollywood  Education 
Coordinator  Diana  Stone  says  she  hopes  the  event  can 
grow  into  a  series. 

“We  want  to  have  a  place  where  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  can  come  build  and  grow  from  their  experi¬ 
ences,”  Stone  said. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Jaide  Micco,  11,  reads  some  of  her  own  original 
writings  to  the  audience  and  guests. 


Jumper  echoed  Stone’s  sentiment. 

“I  hope  people  become  inspired  by  this,  to 
get  into  some  kind  of  art  form  or  self-expression 
because  it’s  always  a  good  thing,”  he  said. 
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Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  (center) 


Tribal  officials,  Jimmie  Scott,  his  son  Duane  and  two 
grandchildren,  Pacheco,  McAdams,  and  her  husband 
Martin  Rodriguez,  the  book’s  production  assistant. 

Also  attending  was  Okeechobee  City  Council 
Woman  and  Book  Coordinator,  Lydia  Jean  Williams. 
Okeechobee  City  Councilman  Dowling  Watford  was 
unable  to  attend.  Williams  and  Watford  wrote  intro¬ 
ductions  for  the  book. 

Only  20  copies  of  this  book  are  in  existence. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  President 
Richard  Bowers  were  each  presented  with  one  of  the 
rare  books.  One  book  was  donated  to  the  Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki  Museum.  One  book  is  headed  to  the 
Smithsonian’s  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian  in  Washington,  DC.  Also,  everyone  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  book’s  creation  and  production, 
including  Osceola’s  sister,  brother  and  son,  received 
a  copy. 

As  people  see  the  book,  the  requests  to  buy 
it  are  increasing.  There  is  talk  about  doing  a  second 
printing  of  500  more  books. 

Jimmie  Scott  wrote  two  chapters  of  the  80- 
page  book  —  one  is  a  loving  tribute  to  his  wife, 
Gloria,  and  another  for  his  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

The  photographer,  Pacheco,  35,  started 
shooting  in  November  2006,  and  said  the  25-30 
photo  shoots  resulted  in  more  than  500  photos. 
Pacheco  said  for  the  book,  he  “used  the  photos  that 
matched  the  moment.” 

Pacheco  said  that  he  and  McAdams  spent 
more  than  1,000  hours  on  the  book;  however,  it  is  not 
what  he  would  call  a  “commercialized  product.” 

“For  me  this  is  raw,  not  overproduced  like 
so  many  coffee  table  books,”  he  said,  “ft  has  artistic 
vision.” 

Pacheco’s  work  can  be  viewed  at  www.cre- 
ationsinfotografia.com,  where  there  are  many  photos 
from  the  book. 

McAdams’  store  is  located  at  118  Park  Street 
in  Okeechobee.  She  invites  anyone  who  would  like  to 
see  and  read  the  book  to  come  and  do  so  in  her 
Seminole  Room.  The  store  is  open  Monday-Saturday, 
from  10  a.m.-4  p.m. 


❖  Whisperer 

Continued  from  page  1 


there  was  some  Indian  blood  in  her 
fourth-generation  Floridian  ancestry.  As  a  child 
growing  up  in  Bartow,  Fla.  her  Indian  heritage 
wasn’t  mentioned  much,  and  her  own  spiritual 
yearnings  hadn’t  taken  her  yet  on  that  journey 
of  exploration. 

McAdams  said  she  believes  Osceola 
came  into  her  life  for  a  higher  purpose. 

“My  mother  once  told  me  that  I 
would  meet  someone  I  would  never  forget,” 
she  said.  “Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  will  be  that 
person  for  me.  I  will  always  remember  Jimmie 
Scott  sitting  in  his  rocking  chair.  When  I  am 
old  and  gray  I  will  sit  in  my  chair  and  tell  my 
children  about  the  day  the  door  opened  to  our 
store  and  the  ‘Seminole  Wind’  blew  in.” 

In  the  book,  McAdams  pays  tribute  to 
Osceola,  who  shared  the  beauty  of  the 
Seminole  world  with  her.  He  trusted  her  and 
she  listened.  Many  others,  some  merely  curi¬ 
ous,  came  by  the  store  to  listen  to  Osceola’s 
stories,  but  McAdams  said  she  was  protective 
of  her  friend. 

The  book  was  originally  begun  as 
McAdams’  personal  journal.  She  was  making  a 
memory  scrapbook  —  documenting  how  she 
met  Osceola  and  the  meaningful  things  she 
learned  from  him  —  for  him  and  his  family.  It 
included  photos  of  important  events,  including 
photos  from  the  City  of  Okeechobee’s  declara¬ 
tion  of  May  20,  2006  as  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola 
Day.  McAdams  and  her  friend,  Lydia  Jean 
Williams,  Okeechobee  City  councilwoman, 
orchestrated  the  day  in  his  honor. 

When  Osceola’s  sister,  Lawanna  Osceola 
Niles,  read  through  the  scrapbook  in  November  2006, 
she  took  it  to  her  brother,  Joe  Dan  Osceola  of 
Hollywood.  McAdams  was  very  pleased  when  the  two 
came  back  and  told  her  the  Tribe  would  like  to  publish 
her  memoirs  of  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola. 

Then  the  real  work  began  over  the  next  six 
months.  The  book’s  construction  was  a  three-legged 
stool. 


First,  without  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  there 
would  be  no  stories  to  tell.  Second,  McAdams  put 
them  to  paper  in  her  lovely  prose.  The  third  participant 
was  photographer  Rafael  Pacheco,  who  lovingly  pro¬ 
duced  the  masterful  layout  of  the  book  and  the  sensi¬ 
tive  photos. 

The  unveiling  of  the  published  book  was  held 
at  a  May  26  luncheon  at  Renegade  Barbeque  in 
Seminole  Paradise.  Among  the  many  guests  were 


never  forget  he  is  a  noble 
breed  of  animal.  I  am  not  here 
to  kill  his  spirit,  but  to  give  my 
spirit  to  him,  so  that  together 
we  can  become  stronger.  After  I 
enter  the  corral,  I  never  make 
any  sudden  moves,  nor  do  I  act 
scared  for  animals  sense  fear.  I 
stand  my  ground  and  make  him 
come  to  me.  Curiosity  will 
bring  him.  I  will  set  my  spirit 
free,  so  he  can  sense  that  I  am 
more  than  just  a  man.  ” 


—  Jimmie  Scott  Osceola,  discussing 
the  secret  to  being  a  horse  whisperer 


|  in  “ Ah-Ho-Ne-Ce  ” 
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Jimmie  Scott  Osceola  (R)  with  President  Richard 
Bowers. 


Jimmie  Scott  Osceola 
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Gator  wrestler  and  demonstrator  Billy  Walker  displays  his  techniques  to  the 
audience  during  the  Fun  Day  show. 


Tribal  citizen  William  Cypress  educates  visitors. 


the  audience 


journey  through  story- 
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Seminole  4-H  Awards  Banquet 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Seminole  Tribe’s  4-H  youth  from  Big 
Cypress,  Ft.  Pierce,  Hollywood  and 
Brighton  Seminole  Reservations 
enjoyed  a  special  reward  this  year  for 
their  efforts  and  achievements  raising 
their  farm  animals.  This  year’s  2006- 
2007  Annual  4-H  Banquet  took  place 
at  the  Hollywood  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  June  20. 

This  is  the  first  year  the  ban¬ 
quet  was  held  at  the  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino,  rather  than  at 
the  Brighton  Cattle  &  Range 
Conference  Center.  Brighton  4-H 
Steer  Club  President  Jarayaca  Baker 
said  that  she  enjoyed  the  trip  to 
Hollywood. 

“It  was  cool  ...  we  went 
swimming  for  two  days,”  she  said.  “I 
want  to  thank  the  Seminole  Tribe  for 
having  the  4-H  Banquet  at  the  Hard 
Rock.” 

Guest  speakers  at  the  formal 
dinner  were  President  Richard  Bowers, 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  and  Mylo 
Cheng,  youth  president  of  the  4-H 
Youth  Foundation. 

Bowers  spoke  to  the  youth  as 


“In  the  beginning  there 
were  no  steer  in  4-H. 
Your  elders  only  had 
chickens  to  raise.” 


a  former  4-H  member  growing  up  at 
Brighton. 

“Seminole  4-H  has  been 
around  a  long  time,  but  you  have  it 
better  today  than  your  elders  did,”  he 
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Kalgary  Johns  was  congratulated  for  her  beautifully  deco¬ 
rated  4-H  Record  Book. 


Chastity  Harmon  at  the  banquet 


said.  “In  the  beginning  there  were  no  steer  in  4-H.  Your  elders  only  had 
chickens  to  raise.” 

He  told  the  youth  that  he  has  known  Polly  Osceola  Hayes,  4-H 
coordinator,  all  his  life.  Bowers  said  they  are  fortunate  to  have  her  leader¬ 
ship,  calling  her  “the  best  we  can  have  to  lead  4-H.” 

Bowers  then  told  the  children  an  inspiring  story  about  one  of  his 


L-R)  Dalton  Koenes,  Mary  Jene  Koenes  and  Toi  Andrews.  Dalton 
received  award  for  first  place  in  Carcass  Class. 


most  memorable  experiences  in  4-H.  As  a  youth  he  said  he  wrestled  an 
alligator  at  the  University  of  Florida  at  the  4-H  “Share  the  Fun”  competi¬ 
tion,  which  made  the  news.  Suddenly,  he  said  he  was  thrust  into  the 
media  limelight  and  representing  the  Tribe. 

As  a  youngster,  he  attended  the  4-H  Camp  Cloverleaf  at  Lake 
Placid  during  the  summer  and  was  persuaded  to  enter  the  4-H  statewide 
talent  competition  representing  his  local  4-H  Club.  At  the  time,  the 
Tribe’s  4-H  was  under  Glades  County  auspices  instead  of  being  its  own 
entity  as  it  is  now. 

Bowers  said  the  Tribe’s  extension  agent  at 
the  time  was  Jackie  Bass.  The  agent  suggested  that 
since  the  Seminoles  are  famous  for  alligator 
wrestling  that  the  Seminole  4-H  youth  put  on  a 
gator  show  and  they  would  surely  win  the  competi¬ 
tion. 

“Nothing  like  that  had  ever  happened  in  4- 
H,”  said  Bowers. 

He  said  he  volunteered,  but  he  was  just  a 
youngster  —  one  who  had  never  wrestled  a  gator 
before.  One  of  the  Tribe’s  professional  wrestlers,  the 
late  Johnny  Buck,  tutored  him.  Buck  traveled 
around  the  U.S.  with  an  alligator  wrestling  show 
and  had  a  lot  of  knowledge  to  pass  on. 

“I  had  never  done  anything  like  that  before 
but  I  took  a  crash  course,”  he  said.  “It  was  a  sur¬ 
prise  entry  in  the  contest,  and  we  had  to  go  on 
stage.  I  was  scared.  But  we  won  the  competition 
representing  Glades  County  and  then  we  went  on  to 
win  the  regional  4-H  competition  in  Gainesville  and 
we  got  so  much  media  attention,  people  came  most¬ 


ly  just  to  see  our  alligator  wrestling  act. 

“That  experience  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  give  back  to  the  Tribe,”  he 
continued.  “You  have  the  same  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  be  good  Tribal  citizens  because  4-H 
teaches  you  to  be  responsible  for  what  you 
do.” 

Bowers  also  thanked  all  the  par¬ 
ents  and  the  volunteers  who  support  their 
children  in  4-H  endeavors. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  spoke 
next  and  he  also  shared  a  story  about  his 
youth  —  a  story  with  a  moral.  When  he 
was  a  child  in  Big  Cypress  the  kids  really 
looked  forward  to  4-H  summer  camp,  he 
said,  mostly  because  they  were  treated 
with  ice  cream,  a  rare  treat  on  the  reserva¬ 
tion  in  those  days.  He  told  them  the  first 
check  he  ever  received  from  his  4-H  proj¬ 
ect  was  for  $56  and  he  gave  it  to  his  moth¬ 
er  to  buy  a  month’s  supply  of  food  for 
their  family. 

“4-H  teaches  you  a  lot  and  there’s 
more  to  it  than  just  raising  a  hog,”  he  said. 
“I  am  happy  to  be  here  at  this  banquet  and 
I  want  to  congratulate  all  of  the  parents  and 
the  staff.  The  Tribe  supports  4-H  as  long  as 
it  exists.” 

Most  of  the  people  in  attendance 
did  not  know  that  the  chairman  and  presi¬ 
dent  had  left  the  proceedings  at  the  presti¬ 
gious  Florida  Cattlemen’s  Association 
Annual  Conference  happening  at  Marcos 
Island  just  to  be  there  for  that  one  night  to 
speak  to  the  4-H  youth. 

Another  guest  speaker  was  4-H 
State  President  Mylo  Cheng  who  presented 
a  slide  show  about  opportunities  for  leader¬ 
ship  training  in  4-H.  The  junior  from 
Suncoast  High  School  in  Riviera  Beach, 

Fla.  has  been  active  in  4-H  for  nine  years. 

He  wanted  his  fellow  4-H’ers  to 
know  that  4-H  offers  many  additional  and 
diverse  programs  and  activities  in  which 
they  are  eligible  to  participate.  Through  this 
diversity  of  4-H  programs  he  said  he  has  not  raised  animals  but  he  has 
been  able  to  participate  in  the  areas  of  leadership  development,  science 
and  technology,  community  service,  engineering,  civic  engagement,  pub¬ 
lic  speaking  and  much  more. 

He  told  the  Seminole  youth  that  they  too  can  partake  in  incredi¬ 
ble  workshops,  and  he  suggested  attending  the  Leadership  Adventure 
Weekend  to  learn  leadership  skills. 

4-H  Coordinator  Polly  Osceola  Hayes  expressed  her  gratitude  to 
the  4-H  staff  and  the  75  volunteers  who  made  the  2006-2007  year  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Hayes  pointed  out  the  exceptional  work  of  Dionne  Smedley,  who 
designed  the  4-H  T-shirts  the  past  three  years  and  also  Mary  Jene  Koenes. 

“I  want  to  especially  thank  Mary  Jene  Koenes  of  Big  Cypress,” 
said  Hayes.  “We  needed  someone  to  help  one  of  our  4-H  members.  One 
child  needed  one-on-one  attention  and  she  pitched  in  and  really  pulled  the 
child  through  to  finish  at  the  4-H  Show  and  Sale.” 

Koenes,  who  attended  the  banquet,  commented  about  her  experi¬ 
ences  in  4-H  through  the  years. 

“If  it’s  really  in  your  heart  to  help  these  kids  reach  their  goals 
and  accomplish  what  they  are 
trying  to  do,  it  becomes  a  24/7 
job  for  parents  as  well  as  the 
children”  she  said. 

Koenes  also  gave  the 
invocation  at  the  banquet.  She 
has  been  a  volunteer,  a  parent 
and  a  former  4-H  member. 

“Raising  animals 
means  feeding  and  caring  for 
them,  and  that  care  can  include  watching  over  the  animals  if  they  are 
sick,”  she  said.  “We  hope  the  children  will  carry  with  them  the  life  skills 
they  are  learning  in  4-H  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.” 

The  Seminole  4-H  staff  members  were  introduced  at  the  ban¬ 
quet.  They  are:  Extension  Agent  Michael  Bond;  Clerical  Assistant  Lizina 
Lamb;  Brighton  Assistant  and  Leader  Dionne  B.  Smedley;  Big  Cypress 
Assistant  and  Leader  Crystal  Burkett;  Immokalee  Assistant  and  Leader 
Moleana  Mora;  Fort  Pierce  Assistant  and  Leader  Shammie  Tommie  and 
Hollywood  Assistant  and  Leader  Brande  Clay.  Also  there  are  two  project 
leaders,  Emma  Urbina,  steer  project,  and  Donnie  Hayes,  swine  project. 

After  dinner,  Brighton’s  4-H  Steer  Club  President  Jarayaca 
Baker  led  the  audience  in  the  4-H  Pledge  and  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

After  the  speeches,  the  4-H 
Merit  Awards  for  Steer  and  Swine  were 
given  to  the  winners.  And  this  year 
new  awards  in  the  Carcass  Class  were 
included  for  the  Swine  Club  members. 
This  classification  was  for  swine  whose 
carcass  had  the  highest  fat  content 
measured  with  sophisticated  ultra 
sound  equipment  loaned  to  the  Tribe 
from  the  Institute  of  Food  and  Sciences 
at  the  University  of  Florida. 

These  Merit  Awards  went  to 
the  following  youth:  Steer  Club:  Grand 
Champion  Kailon  Brown 
Reserve  Grand  Champion  Skyler 
Burke,  Senior  Showmanship  Myra 
Bettelyoun,  Junior  Showmanship 
Skyler  Burke  and  Most  Gained  Weight 
Dylan  Chalfant;  Swine  Club:  Grand 
Champion  Jessica  Lopez,  Reserve 
Grand  Champion  Rosa  Urbina,  Senior 
Showmanship  Cassandra  Jimmie  and 
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Guest  speaker  Mylo  Cheng 


Junior  Showmanship  Breanna  Billie;  Carcass  Class:  1.  Dalton  Koenes,  2. 
Alexandra  Garcia,  3.  Ruben  Burgess  Jr.,  4.  Nikki  Davis  and  5.  Jonathin 
Boromei. 

4-H  youth  usually  select  and  purchase  most  of  their  calves  in 
late  summer  or  early  fall  from  Tribal  cattle  ranches.  At  the  banquet,  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  went  to  the  cattle  owners  whose  steer  excelled  in  the  4-H 
Show  and  Sale.  The  steer  from  the  Tribe’s  Parker  Island  ranch  won  grand 
champion,  and  the  steer  from  Joe  Tiger  Estate  won  reserve  grand  champi¬ 
on. 

Special  recognition  to  the  swine  producer  whose  swine  won 
grand  champion  and  reserve  champion  went  to  Frank  Morgan  of  Georgia. 
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In  the  Hard  Rock  pool  are  Kassandra  and  Kyler  Baker. 
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Brighton  4-H  Steer  Club  President  Jarayaca  Baker  holds  up  her 
brother  Ramon  near  the  Hard  Rock  pool. 


Among  the  4-H  Steer  Club  Members  there  were  82  youth  who 
received  4-H  Pins  this  year,  including  Immokalee  4-H  members  who 
received  their  pins  at  a  separate  celebration.  Each  year  a  youth  who  par¬ 
ticipates  in  4-H  and  fulfills  all  their  requirements  receives  a  special  pin 
that  represents  the  number  of  years  the  youth  has  participated;  it  is  like 
graduating. 

To  their  credit,  12  dedicated  youngsters  have  been  4-H  members 
for  more  than  seven  years.  They  are:  Frankie  Marrero,  Deidre  Hall, 
Cassandra  Jimmie,  Clint  Bowers,  Seth  Randolph,  Nikki  Davis,  Jessica 
Lopez,  Bonnie  Davis,  Michael  Schaffer,  Justin  Aldridge,  Demi  Garza  and 
Ravenne  Osceola. 

4-H  Coordinator  Hayes  said  that  4-H  instills  a  sense  of  pride  that 
carries  them  through  their  lives. 

“To  see  these  youth  grow  into  responsible  young  men  and 
women  is  always  rewarding,”  she  said. 


“To  see  these  youth 
grow  into  responsible 
young  men  and  women 
is  always  rewarding,” 
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Tutoring  on  aU  Reservations! 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 

We  now  offer  five  hours  a  week  of  private  tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help  in  any  academic  subject  and  to  hours  a 
week  of  tutoring  during  the  summer. 

1  ‘  We  can  also  provide  assistance 

for  all  students  preparing  for  the 
SAT  and  ACT 

Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 
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Students  participating  in  the  “friendship  dance”  were  given  gift  bags  by  Wanda  Tommie. 


Immokalee  Holds  4-H,  Education  Banquets 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The 
Immokalee  Gym  walls,  tables  and  chairs 
were  elegantly  draped  in  white 
with  green  accent  bows  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  dual  banquets  for  4- 
H  and  the  Education  Incentive 
Awards  on  July  3.  Floral  center- 
pieces  featuring  crayon  containers 
and  four  leaf  clovers  depicted  the 
theme  for  the  day. 

Upon  their  arrival,  the 
young  attendees  were  greeted  by  a 
variety  of  entertaining  activities. 

A  face  painting  artist  transformed 
their  little  features  into  beautiful 
creatures  or  grotesque  monsters 
with  a  quick  application  from  a 
treasure  chest  of  colors.  Everyone 
enjoyed  watching  the  clown  twist 
balloons  into  wonderful  shapes 
that  were  distributed  around  the 
audience. 

Long  lines  of  excited 
children  formed  to  have  airbrush 
tattoos  applied  to  their  arms  and 
legs  in  multicolor  abandon. 

Parents  and  children  alike  treas¬ 
ured  the  caricature  drawings  of  an 
artist,  who  quickly  captured  then- 
likenesses. 

The  group  was  treated  to 
a  performance  by  Prosperity 
Dance,  Inc.,  who  had  traveled 
from  the  Ft.  Pierce  Reservation  with 
Sammie  Tommie  for  the  occasion. 
Following  a  short  introduction,  Tammie 
Tommie  skillfully  executed  a  traditional 


Jingle  Dance  in  full  regalia.  Relinquishing 
the  stage  to  the  Prosperity  troupe,  a  variety 
of  dancers  from  different  age  groups  pro¬ 


vided  outstanding  entertainment  in  an  array 
of  beautiful  attire. 

Wanda  Tommie  of  the  World 
Harvest  Eagle  Ministry  invited  the  children 


A  sketch  artist  was  a  popular  addition  to  the  awards  banquet. 


to  join  the  troupe  in  performing  the 
“friendship  dance”  and  then  rewarded  them 
with  gift  bags. 

A  catered  buffet 
and  decorative  cake  com¬ 
memorated  the  occasion 
between  award  presenta¬ 
tions.  Raffle  tickets  were 
drawn  throughout  the  after¬ 
noon  and  winners  received 
a  wide  variety  of  prizes  and 
gift  cards,  which  had  been 
donated  by  the  office  of 
Immokalee  Council  Liaison 
Elaine  Aguilar. 

Education 
Incentive  Awards 

Addressing  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  their  parents, 
Education  Director  Louise 
Gopher  expressed  her  pleas¬ 
ure  in  being  able  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  such  an  important 
event. 

“You  need  to  know 
who  you  are,  in  order  to 
know  where  you  are  going,” 
Gopher  said.  “As  you  jour¬ 
ney  out  into  the  world,  you 
should  remember  that  you 
might  be  the  only  Indian 
some  people  have  ever 
—  encountered.  Always  be 
polite  and  leave  a  good 

impression.” 

Continuing  Gopher  said,  “Never 
forget  the  sacrifices  your  ancestors  made 
for  you  to  be  here.  What  we  have  today 
can  easily  be  taken  away  by  pen  and  paper. 
Education  is  our  gold  mine  and  as  Native 
Americans,  you  must  prepare  for  the 
future.” 

Gopher  introduced  her  staff 
including  Assistant  Education  Director 
Emma  Brown,  Victoria  Presley,  Diana 
Rocha,  Cindy  Hughes  and  Sandy  Barker, 
who  came  forward  to  distribute  this  year’s 
awards.  Each  student  received  a  handsome 
book  bag  embroidered  with  the  Education 
Department  logo.  Award  certificates, 
medallions  and  trophies  were  distributed 
according  to  achievements. 

Perfect  attendance  awards  were 
earned  by:  Kenny  Joe  Davis  Jr.,  Jean 
Frank,  Starz  Sanchez,  Solita  Perez,  Bonnie 
Davis  and  Chelsey  Ford.  The  following 
students  were  recognized  for  three 
absences  or  less:  Ezekiel  Roberts,  Jon 
Jimmie,  Cleofas  Yzaquirre,  Lauren  Posada, 
Robert  Yzaguirre,  Leonardo  Yzaguirre, 
Nikki  Davis,  Laurissa  DeLaRosa  and 
Efrain  Marrero  III. 

Kindergarten  graduates  were: 
Lindsey  Posada,  Joshua  Colon,  Jada 
Holdiness,  Jack  Aguilar,  Janessa  Jones, 
Raymond  Mora,  Ezekiel  Roberts,  Jillian 
Rodriguez  and  Allegra  Billie. 

Alexis  Martin  was  the  only  schol¬ 
ar  with  a  GPA  of  4.0.  Honors  class  awards 
were  given  to  Christian  Benson  and  Efrain 


Marrero  III.  The  1 1  students  who  earned  a 
GPA  of  3.76  to  3.99  were:  Solita  Perez, 
Christian  Benson,  Allison  Garza,  Ashley 
Faz,  Nickalos  Rameriez,  Damion  Escobar, 
Larrissa  DeLaRosa,  Alii  Yzaguirre, 
Chelsey  Ford,  Jack  and  Paul 
Tahchawwickah. 

Students  earning  a  GPA 
of  3.0-to-3.75  were:  Zephaniah 
Roberts,  Cartaya  Billie,  Destinee 
Jimmie,  Aaliyah  Mora,  Jon 
Jimmie,  Dennis  Gonzales  Jr., 

Alycia  Mora,  Nehemiah  Roberts, 

Cleofas  Yzaguirre,  Eliza  Mora, 

Lauren  Posada,  Le’andra  Mora, 

Marissa  Sanchez,  Jean  Frank, 

Starz  Sanchez,  Esmeralda  Billie, 

Bonnie  Davis,  Cheyenne 
Mclnturff  and  Efrain  Marrero  III. 
Advanced  class:  Starz  Sanchez. 

Improved  GPA:  Cassandra 
Jimmie. 

Award  certificates  went 
to  the  following:  Jada  Holdiness, 

Janessa  Jones,  Zephaniah  Roberts, 

Cartaya  Billie,  Cleofas  Yzaguirre, 

Eliza  Mora,  Kenny  Joe  Davis  Jr., 

David  Billie  III,  Alexis  Martin, 

Robert  Yzaguirre,  Chelsea 
Bradford,  Ashley  Faz  and  Larrissa 
DeLaRosa. 

This  year’s  graduating 
seniors,  Allison  Garza  and  Efrain 
Marrero  III,  received  special 
recognition  and  were  presented 
with  a  beautiful  clock  picture 
frame.  Garza  is  enrolling  in 
Florida  Gulf  Coast  University  and 
Marrero  has  elected  to  attend 
DeVry  University  in  preparation 
for  their  future  careers. 

Immokalee  Education 
Intervention  Specialist  Diana 
Rocha  remarked,  “I  want  to  con¬ 
gratulate  all  of  these  students  for 
their  combined  efforts.  I  know 
how  hard  it  is  to  get  up  and  go  to 
school  each  day  and  put  forth  the 
effort  necessary  to  leam  your  les¬ 
sons.  I  have  been  blessed  with  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  with  a  fine  group  of  parents 
who  support  their  children  and  together 
they  make  a  winning  team.” 

Board  President  Richard  Bowers 
said,  “I  challenge  you  to  be  inquisitive. 
Leam  where  you  come  from  and  listen  to 
your  elders.  Look  at  pictures  and  recognize 
your  humble  beginnings.  Leam  about 
Seminole  history.  On  paper,  the  Tribe  has 
only  been  in  existence  for  fifty  years,  but 
in  reality  we  were  here  for  centuries  before 
Columbus  brought  the  Europeans  to  our 
lands.  We  are  depending  on  you  to  get  a 
well-rounded  education  while  preserving 
your  cultural  background.” 

4-H  Awards 

The  Seminole  Tribe  4-H  Director 


family  ties  and  builds  on  the  parent/child 
relationship.” 

Congratulating  the  youngsters  and 
their  parents  on  a  very  rewarding  season, 
Hayes  recognized  the  hard  work  and  deter- 


Judy  Weeks 

Donning  her  new  back  pack,  Cassandra  Jimmie 
is  ready  for  the  new  school  year. 


mination  that  went  into  achieving  their 
goals.  She  then  laid  out  the  plan  for  the 
upcoming  year  and  discussed  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  the  livestock. 

Immokalee ’s  4-H  Coordinator 
Moleana  Mora  congratulated  this  year’s 
participants  and  gave  special  recognition  to 
the  people  who  assisted  her  in  making  it  a 
rewarding  experience  for  everyone. 

“The  Youth  Ranch  employees 
were  a  valuable  asset  as  they  helped  the 
youngsters  leam  to  cope  with  their  animals 
in  a  safe  environment,”  she  said. 

Mora  cited  a  few  extemporary 
individuals  who  volunteered  their  time 
“above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty.”  These 
were:  Kenny  Joe  and  Jennifer  Davis, 

Sylvia  Marrero,  Juan  Tapia,  Cris  Marrero, 
Alycia  Gamez, 
Rosalinda  Torres, 
Gabriel  Acosta,  Noemi 
Escobar  and  the  staff  at 
Jack  and  Ann’s  Feed 
Store. 

Mora 

announced  the  schedule 
for  sign  up,  clean  up 
days,  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  steer  and  swine 
acquisition.  She  intro¬ 
duced  Lonnie  Gore, 
who  will  be  assisting  in 
the  establishment  of  a 
bigger  and  better  small 
animal  program. 

Hayes  and 
Mora,  assisted  by 
Kenny  Joe  Davis, 

Alycia  Gamez,  Cris 
Marrero  and  Diedra 
Hall,  began  distributing 
the  project  books,  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  livestock 
sales  and  4-H  T-shirts. 

Awards  were 
presented  to:  Alexis 
Aguilar,  Courtney  Gore, 
Larissa  DeLaRosa, 
Juliza  Martinez,  Edward 
Yzaguirre,  Leonardo 
Yzaguirre,  Alexander 
Garcia,  Demi  Garza, 
Jordan  Rodriguez,  Jade 


Judy  Weeks 

Diana  Rocha  presents  Efrain  Marrero  III  with  his  clock 
picture  frame,  medallion  and  certificate. 

Polly  Hayes  opened  the  awards  ceremony  Tapia,  Damion  Escobar,  Keniya  Yzaguirre, 
by  remarking,  “Responsibility,  self-reliance  Christopher  Briscoll,  Dennis  Gonzales, 


and  respect  are  such  a  few  of  the  valuable 
lessons  learned  by  participating  in  the  4-H 
program.  Whether  taking  part  in  a  small 
animal,  swine,  steer  or  home  economic 


Cheyenne  Mclnturff,  Ashley  Faz,  Destinee 
Jimmie,  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  Alexis  Jimmie, 
Nehemiah  Roberts  and  Zephaniah  Roberts. 
Special  recognition  was  given  to 


project,  the  benefits  are  substantial,  regard-  graduating  senior,  Efrain  Marrero  III,  who 


less  of  the  age  of  the  individual.  A  success¬ 
ful  project  usually  results  in  strengthening 


was  completing  1 1  years  in  the  4-H  pro¬ 
gram. 
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*  Graduates 

Continued  from  page  1 

science  (AS)  degree  in  the  same  field.  By 
completing  an  AS  degree,  she  will  be  able 
to  work  immediately  in  a  hospital.  Brenda 
is  from  the  Hollywood  reservation. 

FSU  graduate,  Kyle  Doney, 
earned  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  political 
science.  Hailing  from  the  Brighton  reserva¬ 
tion,  he  will  be  joining  the  Tribe’s 
Management  Training  program.  His  posi¬ 
tive  attitude  will  definitely  help  him  with 
his  future  aspirations. 

Big  Cypress  graduate  and  future 
teacher  Desiree  Jumper  has  completed  an 
AA  in  elementary  education  from  Rowan- 
Cabarrus  Community  College  in  North 
Carolina.  She  made  significant  academic 
progress  while  at  RCCC  maintaining  a  3.5 
GPA.  She  said  she  plans  to  continue  her 
education  to  earn  a  bachelor’s  degree. 

Geraldine  Osceola,  from 


Hollywood,  graduated  with  an  associate  in 
applied  science  degree  in  chemical  depend¬ 
ency  from  Wor-Wic  Community  College  in 
Maryland.  She  has  been  on  the  Dean’s  List 
for  several  semesters.  Osceola  said  she 
plans  to  do  volunteer  work  at  the  Tribe’s 
Family  Services  Department  and  become 
certified  as  a  counselor.  She  plans  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  the  spring  of 
2008. 

Last  but  not  least,  Jarrid  Smith, 
from  Brighton  graduated  with  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  political  science  from  Florida 
Atlantic  University.  He  plans  to  continue 
his  education  and  get  another  degree  in 
communications,  or  pursue  a  master’s 
degree  in  political  science. 

Smith  is  also  applying  to  The 
George  Washington  University’s  Native 
American  Political  Leadership  Scholarship 
Program.  If  accepted,  he  will  spend  the 
spring  2008  semester  in  a  professional 
internship,  interacting  with  governmental, 
political  and  policy  leaders. 


Elrod  Bowers 


Desiree  Jumper 


Brenda  Cypress 


Jessica  Buster 


Andrea  Holata 
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By  Romans  Kiyashk 

Indigenous  Fantasy  a  Treat  for  the  Senses 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

I  was  not  sure  if  I  wanted  to 
review  a  fantasy  tale.  I  have  never  read 
Tolkien.  I  have  read  some  of  the  Harry 
Potter  books,  but  the  creatures  in  that 
series  look  like  people.  I  read  Alice  in 
Wonderland  when  I  was  in  college 
because  it  terrified  me  as  a  child.  It  was 
with  mixed  feelings  that  I  picked  up 
Kynship:  The  Way  of  Thorn  and  Thunder, 
Book  One,  expecting  to  find  a  video  game 
in  print. 

What  a  pleasant 
surprise.  The  first  book  in 
this  indigenous  fantasy  tril¬ 
ogy  opens  with  a  heart¬ 
stopping  hang  and  main¬ 
tains  the  pace  right  to  the 
last  page.  In  chapter  one, 
we  meet  a  prehistoric 
killer,  not  unlike  the 
Cyclops  in  the  Odyssey. 

Huge,  powerful  and  raven¬ 
ous,  the  monstrous  Feaster 
tears  up  the  countryside, 
devouring  everything  in 
sight,  and  killing  and 
destroying  what  it  doesn’t 
eat. 

The  ancient  wis¬ 
dom  keepers,  the  only  ones 
with  the  power  to  stop  the 
beast,  were  themselves 
exiled  by  the  Folk  he  is 
now  feeding  on.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  wisdom  of  those  old 
ones  is  being  replaced  by 
new  ideas  and  trendy  reli¬ 
gions. 

The  other  enemy 
of  the  Feaster  is  Human  (Man),  with 
firearms  and  assorted  weapons.  Human 
harassment  has  driven  the  monster  from  its 
mountaintop  home  to  the  valley  of  the 
Kyn.  The  Kyn,  children  of  the  forest,  wait 
in  hiding  with  knives  and  hows  to  stop  the 
slaughter,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the 
powerful  Feaster.  The  she-Kyn  warrior, 
Tarsa,  stands  alone,  to  challenge  the  hun¬ 
gry  behemoth. 

This  encounter  of  Kyn  and 
Feaster  establishes  the  premise  for  a  trilogy 
that  will  become  an  allegory  for  indige¬ 
nous  peoples  worldwide.  Living  in  harmo¬ 
ny  with  their  natural  world,  taking  only 


what  they  need,  respecting  all  life  and 
believing  that  all  men  feel  the  same  way, 
they  soon  learn  their  fertile  lands,  teeming 
forests,  sparkling  water  and  other  riches 
are  the  envy  of  the  Humans  who  have 
plans  to  remove  the  people  from  their 
homeland  and  exploit  the  natural 
resources. 

The  Human  version  of  spirituality 
has  already  contaminated  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  Kyn.  The  Kyn  culture  is  called 
Wyr,  and  according  to  the  glossary  at  the 
back  of  the  book,  Wyr  is 
the  life  source  of  the 
Everland,  home  of  the  Kyn 
and  the  other  forest  spirits 
and  sprites.  The  Wyr  is  the 
life-song  of  Creation  and 
is  nurtured  by  the  good¬ 
ness  of  its  people. 

This  struggle  for 
truth,  territory  and  survival 
will  run  through  the  sto¬ 
ries,  but  it  is  the  wonderful 
characters,  created  in  the 
fertile  mind  of  writer 
Daniel  Heath  Justice 
(Cherokee)  that  keep  you 
flipping  the  pages  late  into 
the  night.  You  will  become 
fast  friends  with  Tarsa,  the 
she-Kyn  warrior  and  her 
Tetawa  friend  Tobhi,  shar¬ 
ing  danger  and  adventure 
as  they  traverse  this  magi¬ 
cal  kingdom.  The  evil 
Dreyd  will  remind  you  of 
every  greedy  despot  in  his¬ 
tory,  and  Unahi,  the  old 
Wielder  and  healer,  will 
make  you  think  of  your  bossy  grandmoth¬ 
er. 

Characterization  is  woven  around 
enchanted  places,  hair-raising  close  calls, 
beauty  and  wonderful  philosophies.  You 
can  almost  feel  the  dew  on  your  face  and 
smell  the  smoke  from  the  ceremonial  fires. 

The  second  book  in  the  trilogy  is 
Wyrwood:  The  Way  of  Thorn  and 
Thunder,  Book  Two  (ISBN  0973139676) 
and  the  final  book  is  Dreyd:  The  Way  of 
Thorn  and  Thunder,  Book  Three,  which 
will  be  available  in  September  2007. 
Illustrations  and  cover  art  are  by  Steve 
Sanderson. 


Kynship:  The  Way  of 
Thorn  and  Thunder,  Book 
One 

By  Daniel  Heath  Justice 
Paperback 
Sept  2005 
ISBN  0973139668 
Kegedonce  Press  (Canada) 
1-800-591-6251 
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The  Boys  end  ©iris  Club  Presents: 


Featuring;  MethSMART 
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When;  Tuesdays 
Time;  435  to  5:30 
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Skills  Taught. 
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Ancient  ship  in  Castaway  Cove.  The  Disney  Cruise  Liner,  on  which  the  Naples  students  sailed. 


Judy  Weeks 

Nick  Zepeda  poses  as  the  Catch  of  the  Day  in  Nassau. 


*  Cruise 

Continued  from  page  1 

and  the  Pirates  Dinner.  Dressing  the 
youngsters  in  pirate  costumes,  the  crew 
allowed  them  to  participate  in  a  theatrical 
presentation.  They  had  an  opportunity  to 
sing  and  dance  to  their  hearts  content. 

Although  kid  oriented,  the  adults 


were  also  having  a  blast  as  the  cruise 
awakened  the  child  hidden  within  every¬ 
one.  Relaxing  under  the  stars  on  the  bal¬ 
conies  of  the  staterooms,  they  recovered 
from  the  day’s  events  and  enjoyed  the 
tropical  atmosphere. 

A  fabulous  fireworks  display  cli¬ 
maxed  their  final  night  aboard  ship,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  grand  dessert  buffet,  which 
exceeded  everyone’s  wildest  dreams. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Nicole  Slavik,  Corrine  Zepeda,  Serena  Slavik,  Tori  Tucker  Osceola  and  Marissa 
Osceola  joined  the  Pirate  Crew  onboard  the  ship. 


Judy  Weeks 

Tori  Tucker  Osceola  takes  her  turn  at  the  microphone  and 
sings  for  the  audience. 
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BE  A  PART  OF 

CHAIN  REACTION  WINNING 

WHEN  YOU  WIN,  EVERYONE  WINS!* 

SUMMER  LOVIN’  SUNDAYS 
$25,000  GIVEAWAY 
2PM  -  6PM 

MYSTERY  JACKPOTS 
$10,000  A  DAY  GIVEAWAY 
MONDAYS  THROUGH  THURSDAYS 
JULY  20  -  JULY  31 
NOON  -  4PM  &  6PM -10PM 


WIN  A  CHRYSLER  SEBRING 

TUESDAY,  JULY  31  I  9PM 
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New  Employee  Carter  Elbon 
Joins  Health  Department 


Submitted  by  Environmental  Health 
Program 

Carter  Elbon,  assistant  environ¬ 
mental  health  manager,  is  one  of  the  new 
faces  on  the  reservation.  He  has  been  with 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  since 
January  2007.  Elbon  works  with  Program 
Manager  Patrick  Peck  and  Directors  Terry 
Sweat  and  Connie  Whidden. 

Elbon  has  worked  in  public  and 
environmental  health  with  the  Lee  County 
Health  Department,  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  and 
corporate  environmental  health  with 
PRISM,  a  subsidiary  of  Johnson  Wax.  In 
these  positions,  he  has  developed  a  philos¬ 
ophy  of  service  to  inform  and  educate. 

One  of  his  major  responsibilities 
with  the  Tribe  is  managing  the  Indoor  Air 
Quality  program.  The  Environmental 
Health  Department  and  its  Manager  Patrick 
Peck  have  developed  this  program  over  the 
past  two  years.  This  includes  mold  testing, 
air  clearance  for  mold  after  remediation, 
and  the  recently  implemented  radon  moni¬ 
toring  for  the  preschools  and  other  meeting 
places. 

The  mold  and  allergen  and  radon 
testing  of  homes  are  offered  to  all  Tribal 
citizens  by  contacting  the  Environmental 
Health  Department  at  (954)  962-2009. 

Now  the  question  is  how  does  one 
know  if  his  or  her  home  needs  testing? 
Answer:  Testing  shall  be  performed  in 
homes  where  any  infants,  young  children 
and/or  elders  is  having  difficulty  in  breath¬ 
ing,  difficulty  in  catching  their  breath, 
and/or  has  been  diagnosed  with  asthma  or 
any  breathing  condition.  If  this  is  the  case, 


Carter  Elbon 


please  call  the  Health  Department.  The 
department  can  set  up  a  time  to  inspect  and 
do  air  sampling. 

Elbon  is  always  open  to  answer¬ 
ing  any  science  question  that  school  chil¬ 
dren  might  have.  For  those  questions  he 
can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at 
carterelbon@semtribe.com. 


Healthy  Cooking  Tips  and  Recipes 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

For  those  who  are  on  the  go,  eating  healthy 
can  be  challenging.  Most  people  have  good  inten¬ 
tions  but  daily  life  gets  hectic,  forcing  many  to  eat 
whatever  is  quick  and  easy,  and  say  “I’ll  do  better 
tomorrow.”  Summer  is  a  great  time  to  start  some 
new  habits. 

We  should  note  that  not  all  fast  food  and 
restaurant  food  is  unhealthy.  Many  in  the  food 
industry  are  making  healthy  changes  and  providing 
nutrition  information  so  you  can  make  good  choices. 
Today  we’re  talking  about  cooking  because  if  you 
buy  the  food  and  prepare  it  yourself  you  can  have 
more  control  of  the  calories,  fat,  salt  and  sugar.  And 
it  usually  tastes  better! 

Here  are  some  steps  for  putting  healthy 
meals  on  the  table.  Yes,  it  takes  time,  but  you’ll  save 
much  more  time  in  the  end  if  you  have  a  plan. 

How  often  do  you  go  to  the  grocery  store? 
What  does  the  family  calendar  look  like  this  week? 
How  many  meals  and  snacks  do  you  need  to  consid¬ 
er?  Do  any  family  members  have  special  diets? 

Write  down  some  menus,  making  sure  that  each  day 
has  variety  and  five  servings  of  fruits  and  vegeta¬ 
bles. 

Take  inventory  of  the  foods  you  already 
have.  Did  you  know  that  having  a  well-stocked 
pantry  makes  a  big  difference?  If  you  have  healthy, 
quick  options  available  you  are  less  likely  to  run  out 
and  grab  some  fast  food.  The  real  fast  food  could  be 
right  in  your  cupboard.  See  the  list  of  healthy  foods 
to  have  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Have  the  tools  that  you  need:  crock  pot, 
non-stick  pans,  salad  spinner,  rice  cooker,  colanders 
and  other  equipment  that  makes  your  job  in  the 
kitchen  easier  and  quicker.  Although  the  crock  pot 
takes  more  time  to  cook  the  food,  it  saves  time  when 
you  get  home. 

Don’t  go  to  the  grocery  store  hungry!  And 
when  you’re  there  stick  to  your  plan.  Adjustments 
often  need  to  be  made,  such  as  you  want  fresh  green 
beans  and  the  store  is  out  of  them.  Since  you’re 
making  soup,  it’s  easy  to  substitute  frozen  or 
canned.  The  nutrition  content  doesn’t  vary  a  lot 
between  them. 

Use  healthy  cooking  methods,  such  as: 
roast  meats  with  a  rack  so  fat  can  drip  off;  poach 
chicken  or  fish  in  a  flavorful,  simmering  liquid;  grill 
or  broil  meat,  poultry  and  fish;  saute  in  a  pan  lightly 
sprayed  with  non-stick  spray;  stir-fry  in  a  wok  or 
large  frying  pan  using  just  a  little  peanut  oil;  steam 
vegetables  in  a  basket  over  simmering  water,  but 
don’t  over-cook;  and  drain  and  rinse  ground  beef 
with  hot  water  after  cooking  it.  You  won’t  lose  taste 
but  you  will  lose  a  lot  of  fat. 

Use  recipes  that  promote  healthy  eating. 
There  are  some  great  cookbooks  for  cooking 
healthy.  Take  time  to  find  one  that  fits  you  and  your 
family.  Try  some  of  the  recipe  ideas  following  this 
article! 

For  further  information  and  help  with  your 
meal  plans,  contact  your  nutritionist  at  each  reserva¬ 
tion.  Sue  Fundingsland,  Big  Cypress,  (863)  983- 
5798;  Beth  Morlang,  Brighton,  (863)  763-0271; 
Charlotte  Porcaro,  Immokalee,  (239)  867-3408;  and 
Hollywood,  (954)  965-1300,  Ext.lll. 


Foods  to  Have  on  Hand 


•  Tomatoes  -  sauce,  diced,  whole,  crushed, 
salsa,  pasta  sauce 

•  Vegetables,  low  sodium 

•  Fruits,  in  their  own  juice  or  light  syrup 

•  Soups,  preferably  low  fat  and  low  sodium 

•  Tuna,  salmon,  packed  in  water 

•  Beans 

•  Evaporated  skim  milk 

•  Rice,  preferably  brown  rice 

•  Pasta,  preferably  whole  wheat 

•  Seasonings  (when  you  reduce  fat,  you  may 
need  to  kick  up  the  flavor) 

•  Olive  oil,  Canola  oil,  low  fat  salad  dressings, 
cooking  spray 

•  Pizza  crusts,  preferably  whole  wheat 

•  Tortillas,  preferably  whole  wheat 

•  Nuts,  pretzels,  peanuts 

•  Cereal  bars,  cereal  -  including  oatmeal 

•  Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 

•  Egg  substitute  (like  Egg  Beaters) 

•  Low  fat  versions  of  milk,  cheese,  yogurt, 
smoothies  and  frozen  yogurt  or  ice  cream 

•  Individual  packs  of  juice,  pudding,  crack¬ 
ers,  and  other  healthy  grab-and-go  options 


Quick  and  Healthy  Recipes 

Make  a  pizza  using  a  pre-baked  crust.  Top 
the  crust  with  pizza  sauce,  Canadian  bacon 
or  ham,  pineapple  chunks  and  part-skim 
shredded  cheese.  Use  your  imagination  with 
toppings.  Kids  really  do  eat  veggie  pizza  if 
you  give  it  to  them! 

Heat  frozen  chopped  onion  and  peppers  in  a 
non-stick  pan.  Add  chopped  ham;  pour  in  egg 
substitute  (like  Egg  Beaters).  Serve  with  an 
English  muffin  or  wrapped  in  a  warm,  whole 
wheat  tortilla. 


Warm  whole  wheat  tortillas  according  to 
package  directions.  Heat  black  beans  or 
reduced  fat  refried  beans.  In  tortilla,  place 
*  / yVj  beans,  shredded  lettuce,  salsa,  chopped  toma¬ 

to  and  a  little  shredded  cheese. 

Microwave  a  baking  potato.  Top  with  broc¬ 
coli,  also  cooked  in  the  microwave.  Add  a  dol¬ 
lop  of  reduced  fat  sour  cream  or  top  the  pota¬ 
to  with  left-over  or  canned  chili. 

Need  breakfast  ideas?  Try  one  of  these:  Top 
toasted  waffles  with  warm  fruit  or  berries; 
Microwave  oatmeal  in  skim  milk  in  a  glass 
measuring  cup  and  add  berries  to  pancake 
batter.  Top  with  warm  applesauce  with  cinna¬ 
mon. 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

SINCE  1990  I  HAVE  PROTECTED  RIGHTS 
LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE.  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

The  hiring  or  an  attorney  n  an  imp&rtant  cescastcm  ihai  shoriW  not  &e  bawd  solely 
upoti  JWvnJrbSdmOhi.  R<hard  Caslibg  worked  as  a  PuWie  Defender  m  Broward 
CCMjnCy  TrOrti  199Qd 99S  and  has  beOn  in  privalG  fUMiCS  for  rturtg  y»ars 
fo  1995  hg  was  voted  the  Trial  Attorney  gl  lhe  yga*  He  gradualed  Irom 
Capital  Urirvevsfty  m  1989  and  was  admitted  1o  tha  Florida  Bar  in  1990. 

Federal  Bar  m  1992.  and  the  Federal  Teel  Bar  in  199A 


Press  the  following  lor  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Troll 
Press  2  for  Big  Cypress  a  Immokalee 
Press  3  lor  BriglHen,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 


This  n  tun  her  ti  ml  lib  Mr.  5  p  m.  is  B  nm 
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At  the  starting  line  walkers  rev  up  their  pedal  pushers. 


❖  Walk 

Continued  from  page  1 


physically,  individuals  have  to  be  conscious  of  where 
their  particular  level  is. 

The  catalyst  and  prime  organizer  for  these 
events  is  Walk/Run  Coordinator  Edna  McDuffie. 
McDuffie,  originally  from  the  Brighton  reservation, 
organizes  the  walking  program.  McDuffie  works  hard, 
often  on  her  own  time,  promoting  healthier  lifestyles, 
walking  and  running.  But  as  she  herself  emphasized, 
the  health  educators  are  crucial  to  the  administration 
of  her  challenging  task. 

McDuffie  explained  the  central  ideas  of  her 

mission. 


“We  have  these  competition  walks,  as  well  as 
regular  walks  all  through  the  year,  to  try  and  get  more 
people  to  come  out,  and  to  start  walking  more,”  she 


said.  “Like  I  heard  someone  say  earlier  that  they 
haven’t  been  walking,  but  this  will  be  a  start  for  them. 

“If  we  can  reach  even  a  few  people  to  remind 
them  that  this  is  good  for  you,  and  it’s  easy  to  do,  then 
that’s  what  we’re  about.  The  last  Friday  of  each  month 
we  have  a  walk  out  here.  The  seniors  have  walks  out 
here  too.  And  as  you  can  see,  we  have  great  support 
and  encouragement  from  our  Tribal  officials  —  David 
and  Mitchell,  they  always  come  out  to  participate  and 
support  us;  Richard  Bowers  is  out  here  today  . . .  when 
you  have  the  kind  support  of  Tribal  officials  then  that 
makes  your  job  that  much  easier.” 

An  awards  ceremony  was  presented  after¬ 
ward.  The  group  was  then  invited  to  Sadie’s  for  a 
hearty  breakfast,  Chairman  Cypress’  treat.  Cypress 
also  suggested  to  McDuffie  that  a  walk/run  could  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the 
impending  50th  year 
Commemoration  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 
However,  that  event  is  still  in 
the  early  planning  stages. 

The  results  for  the 
walk/run  were: 

Youth  Walk/Run:  1. 
Nia  Cypress,  2.  Aileen 
Cypress. 

Female  Runners, 
Ages  31-44:  1.  Cathy 
Cypress,  2.  Lenora  Roberts, 

3.  Candy  Cypress;  Ages  45- 
54:  1.  Shirley  Clay,  2. 

Helene  Buster;  Ages  55  and 
Over:  1 .  Mary  Tigertail. 

Female  Walkers, 
Ages  18-30:1.  Marisa  Baker, 
2.  Almira  Billie,  3.  Carol 
Osceola;  Ages  55  and  Over 
1.  Edna  McDuffie,  2.  Louise 
Billie 

Male  Runners,  Ages 
18-30:  1.  Leon  Wilcox. 

Male  Walkers,  Ages 
45-54:  1.  Richard  Bowers  Jr.; 
Ages  55  and  Over:  1. 
Mitchell  Cypress. 

Non-Tribal  Community  Members:  Walkers: 

1.  John  Osife,  2.  Harley  Roberts;  Runners:  1.  Pete 
Ramirez,  2.  Van  Samuels. 


Elgin  Juniper 

Van  Samuels  tries  to  catch  up  to  Helene  Buster  at  the  finish  line. 


Ask  The  Counselo 


AD  IhehVI 


W.  5 ,  MrnLil  HrcKh 


Dear  Counselor: 

Please  help  me  understand  how  men  think. 

I  am  a  28  year  old,  single  woman.  My  boyfriend, 
who  I  have  been  dating  for  a  year  and  a  half,  is  36. 

All  he  talks  about  is  sex.  Our  entire  conver¬ 
sation  morning,  noon  and  night  is  based  on  sex.  We 
slept  together  the  first  week  I  met  him.  He  tells  me 
this  is  his  way  to  prove  he  loves  me. 

Signed: 

Wanting  More 
Dear  Wanting  More: 

Many  men  have  not  had  good  role  models 
when  it  comes  to  romance  and  or  relationships. 
Most  often  if  the  relationship  starts  with  sex,  it  is 
going  to  end  with  sex. 

It  does  not  matter  how  charming  he’s 
been,  how  nice  a  guy  he  seems  to  be,  or  how  well 
you  feel  the  two  of  you  click  when  you’re  together. 
If  he’s  looking  for  sex,  the  chase  is  over  after  you 
hit  the  sheets  with  him. 

It’s  like  mama  always  said,  “If  he  loves 


you,  he’ll  wait.  ”  How 
long  is  up  to  you.  Not 
many  men  have  the 
strength  to  say  no  if  you 
offer  a  delicious  sexual 
buffet  shortly  after  you 
begin  dating.  The  man 
who’s  in  it  for  the  long 

haul  will  wait  —  he  isn’t  in  a  hurry  to  score.  He’s 
actually  in  it  for  both  of  you. 

It  all  comes  down  to  this  fact:  If  you  want 
to  build  something  lasting,  it  has  to  start  outside 
the  bedroom.  If  you  want  a  man  to  love  you,  he’s 
got  to  get  to  know  you  before  he  gets  to  know  your 
body.  With  some  men,  early  sex  leads  to  emotional 
blindness;  they  focus  on  the  short-term  pleasure 
rather  than  looking  at  the  long-term  possibilities. 

In  a  relationship  that  is  built  on  mutual 
respect,  learning  to  say  no  is  more  important  than 
learning  to  speak  a  second  language. 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicat¬ 
ed  columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning 
senior  citizens ’health.  The  opinions  he  expresses 
are  his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question, 
please  write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights 
Reserved  ©  2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  What  is  acetaminophen  and  why  do  I 
see  it  listed  on  so  many  products  in  my  medicine 
cabinet? 

A:  Acetaminophen  is  the  most  widely  used 
pain-reliever  and  fever-reducer  in  the  world,  ft  is 
contained  in  more  than  100  products.  Tylenol  is  the 
best  known  over-the-counter  (OTC)  acetaminophen 
product.  It  is  also  a  component  of  well-known  pre¬ 
scription  drugs  such  as  Darvocet  and  Percocet. 
Acetaminophen  also  is  known  as  paracetamol 
and  N-acetyl-p-aminophenol  (APAP). 

Acetaminophen  is  available  without 
a  prescription.  Follow  the  directions  on  the 
package  label  carefully.  If  your  doctor  pre¬ 
scribes  it  for  you,  the  prescription  label 
will  tell  you  how  often  to  take  it. 

Taking  too  much  aceta¬ 
minophen  can  lead  to  liver  dam¬ 
age.  The  risk  for  liver  damage 
may  be  increased  if  you  drink  v 

three  or  more  alcoholic 
drinks  while  using  medicines 
that  contain  acetaminophen. 

The  maximum  daily 
dose  of  acetaminophen  is 
four  grams  in  adults.  The 
toxic  dose  of  acetamino¬ 
phen  after  a  single 
acute  ingestion  is  about 
seven  grams  in  adults. 

The  at-risk  dose  may  be 
lower  in  some  susceptible 
populations,  such  as  alcohol 
abusers.  When  dosing  recom¬ 
mendations  are  followed,  the  risk 
of  liver  toxicity  is  extremely  small. 

Acetaminophen  is  one  of  the 
most  common  pharmaceutical  agents 
involved  in  overdose,  as  reported  to  the 
American  Association  of  Poison  Control  Centers. 

One  of  the  problems  with  acetaminophen 
is  its  widespread  use.  You  have  to  check  your  medi¬ 
cine  cabinet  to  see  what  products  contain  acetamin¬ 
ophen.  Then,  if  you’re  taking  more  than  one  med¬ 
ication,  be  sure  you  don’t  exceed  the  maximum 
daily  dose. 

Adults  should  not  take  acetaminophen  for 
pain  for  more  than  10  days  without  talking  to  a 
doctor.  Acetaminophen  should  not  be  taken  for  high 


✓ 


fever,  for 
fever  lasting 
more  than  three 
days,  or  for  recur¬ 
rent  fever  without  a 
doctor’s  supervision. 

There  are  basically  two  types  of 
over-the-counter  (OTC)  pain  relievers.  Some  con¬ 
tain  acetaminophen  and  others  contain  non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory  drugs  (NSAIDs).  Examples  of 
OTC  NSAIDs  are  aspirin,  ibuprofen  (Advil), 
naproxen  sodium  (Aleve)  and  ketoprofen  (Orudis). 

NSAIDs  are  associated 
with  stomach  distress.  You 
should  talk  to  your  doctor 
before  using  NSAIDS  if  you 
are  over  60,  taking  prescrip¬ 
tion  blood  thinners,  have 
stomach  ulcers  or  other 
r  bleeding  problems. 

NSAIDs  can  also 
cause  reversible  damage  to  the 
kidneys.  The  risk  of  kidney 
damage  may  increase  in  people 
who  are  over  60,  have  high 
blood  pressure,  heart  disease 
or  pre-existing  kidney  dis- 
,  ease,  and  people  who  are 
■  taking  a  diuretic. 

You  should  talk 
with  your  healthcare 
professional  if  you  have 
questions  about  using 
an  OTC  medicine 
before  using  it  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  other  medi¬ 
cines  —  either  OTC  or 
prescription  medicine. 

Combining  prescription  medi¬ 
cines  and  OTC  medicines  can 
lead  to  problematic  drug  interac- 
tions. 

^  All  older  adults  should  con¬ 

sult  their  doctors  before  taking  any  OTC 
medication  or  herbal. 

Often,  older  adults  use  many  drugs  at  the 
same  time,  including  prescription  and  OTC  chugs. 
They  also  process  drugs  differently  than  younger 
adults.  This  is  why  older  adults  need  to  be  especial¬ 
ly  careful  about  dmg-drug  interactions. 

If  you’re  a  senior,  talk  with  your  doctor 
about  all  of  the  drugs  and  herbal  health  products 
you  take.  He  or  she  can  tell  you  whether  you  are  at 
risk  for  having  a  bad  reaction  from  taking  an  OTC 
drug. 
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*30,315  IfrfrUHHl 


Southern  Turf  &  Tractor 


L3830  GST 

With  Quick  Attach 
Front  End  Loader 
and  Backhoe 
with  Thumb 
Attachment 


SAVINGS  PRICE 


*31,356 


Kobo  ho 


Full  Factory 

Parts  and  Service!  4-  _f  jp  549  East  Suga  rla  nd  Hwy 

m  Sen Ec*  All  M*k«,  *  K  **  Clewiston ,  Ft  33440 

We  make  hydnuitr hoses,  863-983-4484 

WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL! 

Finuneinfl  *  ovttfahi*  fhtoMgh  KuMg  Corporal L*n,  U.JJu,  Hibjod  to  cmtfiUjpprawd.  Jo™  pucephom  Dflpty 

Ss*  j&n  *aral  Kubtua  doflto  Fee  an  wm*  and  tow-m®  sptem  a*  to 

<  hflp:iWraw.fcubota.nHFV>  wrrralHibato.nHsi  for  rnornffrliomialiMi, 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miceosukee 

LU 


at 

CL 

H 

t/l 

LU 

£30 

* 

LU 

U 

M 

> 

at 

lu 

Lf) 

h 

Wi 

LU 

CO 

* 

tfl 

I— 

LU 

U 


irt 

LU 

130 

* 

LU 

U 

M 

CE 

O. 

H 

Lrt 

LLF 

ffi 

★ 


DC 

&. 

I- 

t/1 

LU 

ffl 

* 

LU 

U 

i-i 

> 

ct 

LU 

V* 

1“ 

VI 

LU 

© 

* 

V) 

h 

LU 

U 


L/j 

LU 

to 

* 

LU 

u 

M 

Ct 

a. 

H 

LU 

m 

* 


fears!  * 


FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


THE  POLICE-30TH 
ANNIVERSARY  TOUR, 
ISABEL  PANTOJA, 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
GREEN/SUGARIAND, 
TOOL,  THOMAS  AND 
FRIENDS,  LISA 
LAMPANELLI. 
ALEJANDRO  SANZ, 
JOHN  MAYER 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL. NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XU  SPECIALIST  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS. 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


'GO  DIEGO  GO-  LIVE! 
DISNEY'S  HI GH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THE  ICE  TOUR 
SESAME  STREET  LIVE! 
ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 


Concerts  |  Theatre  |  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located . 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front/ 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miceosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years! 
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Lil  Seminoles  Reach  End  of  the  Season  2nd  in  State,  6th  National 


By  Brande  Clay 

The  first  Seminole  Girls  8  and 
Under  Fast-Pitch  team,  the  Lil  Seminoles, 
finished  their  season  second  out  of  21 
teams  in  the  Florida  Rankings  Report  by 
USSSA  as  of  June  27.  Also  according  to 
the  National  Rankings  Report  they  finished 
sixth  out  of  39  teams  in  the  nation 

Recreation  Director  Moses  “Bigg 
Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  who  has  attended  some 
of  the  tournaments,  talked  to  the  girls  and 
let  them  know  he  was  very  proud  of  them 
and  the  coaches. 

The  team  was  developed  in 
October  2006  when  some  of  the  parents 
decided  to  form  an  all-Indian  travel  team. 
Head  Coach  Keith  Condon  and  Assistant 
Coaches  Brande  Clay,  Milo  Osceola  and 
Josh  Jumper  began  working  with  the  girls 
a  few  times  a  week. 

In  December  2006,  the  Lil 
Seminoles  went  to  the  Rollins  College 
Softball  Camp  in  Winter  Park,  Fla.  The 
teams  ranged  from  5  to  8  year  olds,  with 
many  of  the  girls  having  not  played  ball 
since  they  finished  T-ball.  Some  of  the 
girls  were  players  on  other  recreation 
teams  and  only  a  few  of  the  girls  were  on 
the  previous  travel  teams. 

The  Lil  Seminoles  played  their 
first  tournament  in  April  2006  where  they 
placed  fifth.  The  team  played  a  total  of  five 
tournaments  this  season.  A  few  of  the  tour¬ 


naments  were  Open  Division,  where  they 
had  to  play  A-teams  even  though  they  were 
a  B-team. 

Most  of  the  tournaments  were  a 
seed  format,  which  meant  they  had  to  play 
two  or  three  games  win  or  lose  before  the 
elimination  games.  Once  they  were  seeded 
into  the  tournament  bracket,  they  would 
start  the  single  elimination  games. 

On  May  11,  the  Lil  Seminoles 
played  their  second  tournament  where  they 
got  their  first  taste  of  victory  and  won  the 
Championship  B  Division  at  the 
Wellington  Walk  on  the  Wild  Side 
Mother’s  Day  Tournament.  They  played 
three  games  almost  back-to-back  undefeat¬ 
ed. 

On  May  25,  the  Lil  Seminoles 
placed  third  in  the  Pembroke  Pines 
Memorial  Day  Classic  which  was  an  open 
tournament.  On  June  1,  they  placed  second 
in  the  Coral  Springs  USSSA  Fast-Pitch 
Classic.  They  had  to  play  an  A-Di vision 
team,  Wellington  Wild,  for  the  champi¬ 
onship. 

That  weekend  they  played  a  total 
of  six  games  in  two  days.  Lil  Seminoles 
finished  their  last  tournament  in  a  state 
tournament  held  in  Royal  Palm  Beach  on 
June  22.  They  played  the  state  tournament 
in  the  A-Division  with  only  nine  players, 
but  despite  everything  against  them,  they 
still  finished  in  sixth  place. 


Amya  Baxley,  7,  Outfield  #  8;  Parents: 

Luke  Baxley  and  Janine  Cypress 

Adrianne  Bell,  6,  Catcher  #  45;  Parents: 

Keith  Condon  and  Dawna  Bell 

Kiana  Bell,  8,  First  base  #11;  Parents: 

Keith  Condon  and  Dawna  Bell 

Ahnie  Cypress,  7,  Second  base  #0;  Parents: 

Josh  and  Andrea  Jumper 

Janay  Cypress,  9,  Catcher,  outfield  #15; 

Parents:  Jason  and  Katie  Cypress 

Kasera  Cypress,  6,  Rightfield  #25;  Parents: 

Jason  and  Katie  Cypress 

Sidney  Cypress,  8,  Pitcher  #  4;  Parents: 

Neil  and  Faye  Waggerby 

Sarah  Deschenee,  7,  Rightfield  #  33; 

Parents:  Kenny  and  Kerry  Deschenee 

Dasani  Frye,  7,  Outfield  #  32;  Parents: 

Charlie  and  Danielle  Frye 

Kiauna  Martin,  7,  Leftfield  #  7;  Parents: 

Ced  Martin  and  Sara  Jumper 

Kira  Mowatt,  7,  Catcher,  outfield  #2; 

Parent:  Samantha  Frank 

Alyssa  Okane,  8,  Left  center  #14;  Parents: 

Brad  and  Shawna  Okane 

Mila  Osceola,  8,  Short  stop  #10;  Parents: 

Milo  Osceola  and  Brande  Clay 

Skyla  Osceola,  7,  Catcher  #  1;  Parents: 

Marl  and  Francine  Osceola 

Lahna  Sedatol,  8,  Third  base  #23;  Parents: 

Preston  and  Mona  Baker 


Lil  Seminoles  show  their  team  spirit. 


Lil  Seminoles  win  championship 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Youth  Spend  Holiday 
Weekend  on  the  Court 


July  Fourth  Youth 
Basketball  Tournament 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Independence 
Day  holiday  brings  many  fun  activities  to 
the  Hollywood  Reservation  including,  the 
July  Youth  Basketball  tournament.  The 
weekend  of  June  30- July  1,  youth  from  all 
over  gathered  to  compete  in  the  first  July 
Fourth  Youth  Basketball  Tournament  held 
at  the  Seminole  Gym  and  Hollywood 
Christian  Gymnasiums. 

Due  to  the  amount  of  teams,  the 
games  started  early  Friday  morning  and 
carried  over  to  Saturday  night,  having 
games  at  Hollywood  Christian  and 
Seminole  Recreation. 

The  games  consisted  of  competi¬ 
tive  games,  good  teamwork  and  lots  of  fun 
to  go  around. 

The  winners  were  as  follows:  8  & 
under  kids  were  all  winners  and  received 
medals;  11  &  Under  Coed  Champions:  Big 
Cypress;  14  &  Under  Girls  Champions: 
Lady  Seminoles  (14);  14  &  Under  Boys 
Champions:  Del  Ray;  17  &  Under  Girls 
Champions:  Lady  Seminoles  (17);  and  17 
&  Under  Boys  Champions:  Unknowns. 

Teams  at  the  tournament  included: 
8  &  Under  Teams:  Hollywood,  Big 
Cypress,  Lil  Hustlers,  Brighton,  Del  Ray; 

11  &  Under  Coed  Teams:  Hollywood,  Del 
Ray,  Brighton,  Big  Cypress;  14  &  Under 
Girls  Teams:  Lady  Seminoles,  Big 
Cypress,  Del  Ray;  14  &  Under  Boys 
Teams:  Hollywood,  Big  Cypress,  Brighton, 


Del  Ray  (Blue),  Del  Ray  (White); 
17  &  Under  Girls  Teams:  Lady 
Seminoles  (17),  Brighton,  Team 
Florida,  Lady  Seminoles  (14);  17 
&  Under  Boys  Teams:  Hollywood, 
Cannon,  Big  Cypress,  Justin’s, 
Rockstars,  Del  Ray  (Blue),  Team 
N.A.B.I.,  South  Broward, 
Unknown  Boys,  Del  Ray  (White). 
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Celebrity  Pro-AM  kicks  off  WPBA  Tournament 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  with  Vivian  Villarreal. 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

Brighton  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith. 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Celebrity/Media  Charity  Pro- AM 
kicked  off  the  four-day  Women’s 
Professional  Billiards  Association 
(WPBA)  Tournament  hosted  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and 
Seminole  Sports  Management 
(SSM)  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  on  June  27. 

The  tournament  featured 
teams  comprised  of  celebrities, 
women’s  professional  pool  players, 
members  of  the  media,  and  Tribal 
officials.  Proceeds  from  the  event 
went  to  benefit  the  WPBA’s  Vivian 
“Texas  Tornado”  Villarreal’s  non¬ 
profit  charity  Vivian’s  Kidz. 

Vivian’s  Kidz  helps  missing  and 
exploited  children  in  South  Florida 
by  providing  assistance  to  programs  that 
facilitate  the  rehabilitation  of  recovered 
children. 

The  10  four-player  teams  played 
three  rounds  of  spirited,  fast  and  furious 
nine-ball  action  in  which  sharking  was 
allowed  and  the  teams  took  full  advantage 
of  it. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said 
he  really  enjoyed  playing  with  the  profes¬ 
sionals  from  the  WPBA. 

“The  first  game  was  just  a  warm¬ 
up,”  he  said.  “The  second  game  we’re 
moving  in  for  the  kill.” 

Brighton  Council  Representative 
Roger  Smith  said  he  felt  good  about  his 
chances  against  the  other  teams. 

“We’re  getting  them,”  he  said. 
“We  won  five  already.” 

He  credited  the  wins  to  his  team, 


Results  of  Celebritv/Media  Charity  Pro-AM 

First  Place  —  Jeanette  Lee  (WPBA),  Janis 
Sessions  (Ladies  “Spirit  Billiards  Tour”)  and 
two  anonymous  spectators  who  made  dona¬ 
tions  to  play. 

Second  Place  —  Karen  Corr  (WPBA),  Elrod 
Bowers  (Chief  Operating  Officer),  Troy 
Drayton  (Former  Miami  Dolphin)  and  Ethan 
Skolnick  (Sun-Sentinel  Sports) 

Third  Place  —  Allison  Fisher  (WPBA),  David 
Cypress  (Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative),  Leslie  Del  Rio  (FSN/Sun 
Sports  Media)  and  Steve  Gorten  (Sun- 
Sentinel  Sports) 


laughingly  saying,  “They’re  holding  me 
up.” 

By  the  end  of  the  night,  four 
teams  remained  in  a  race  to  first  place  and 
this  tournament  became  the  closest  in  his¬ 
tory  with  four  teams  tied  for  second.  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress’  team  was  able  to  battle  it  out  with 
another  foursome  and  come  away  with  the 
third  place  trophy. 

“I  expected  nothing  less,”  said 
Cypress.  “I’m  not  bragging,  but  it’s  under¬ 
stood.  It  was  a  good  game.” 

Chief  Operations  Officer  Elrod 
Bowers  and  former  Miami  Dolphin  Troy 
Drayton  were  among  the  second  place  tro¬ 
phy  winners. 

“I  came  here  with  no  expecta¬ 
tions,”  said  Drayton.  “And  I’m  walking 
home  with  a  trophy.” 


Melissa  Sherman 

Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David  Cypress. 


Bobby  Frank  lines  up  his  shot  as  his  teammates  look  on. 


Melissa  Sherman  Melissa  Sherman 

(L-R)  Leslie  Del  Rio,  Allison  Fisher,  David  Cypress  and  Steve  Gorton.  (L-R)  Janis  Sessions,  Jeannette  Lee  and  two  anonymous  participants. 


Preferred-Ultimate 

“7'Hwel  &  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferreduttimate.com 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  Hotels  +  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or (666)445-6566 

Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimatetraveLcom 


Upcoming  Events; 

Beyonce 

Faith  Hill  /  Tim  McGraw 
Marilyn  Manson 
Goo  Goo  Dolls 
Linkin  Park 
Korn 
Aly  &  Aj 
Doobie  Brothers 
Black  Crowes 
Incubus 
Ozzfest 
Meat  Loaf 
Poison  I  Ratt 
Daddy  Yankee 
Brad  Paisley 
Alice  Cooper 
Taylor  Hicks 
Monster  Truck  Racing 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


19 


July  20,  2007 


Sports  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


No.  1  Ranked  Women’s  Billiards  Player  Wins  9-Ball  Florida  Classic 


World’s  Best  Women  Pool 
Players  Competed  for  Top 
Prizes  in  WPBA  Tournament 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD—  The  2007  Women’s 
Professional  Billiards  Association  (WPBA)  9-ball 


Florida  Classic  tour  stopped  by  the  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  from  June  27-July  1 .  They 
kicked  off  with  64  professional  women’s  players  in  a 
modified  version  of  single/double  elimination  format. 

WPBA  rules  are  simply,  once  the  field  is 
played  down  to  the  final  16  players,  there  is  a  sus¬ 
penseful  blind  draw  before  the  remainder  of  the  field 
plays  in  a  single  elimination  format  down  to  the  cham¬ 
pion.  This  event  was  sponsored  by  the  WPBA  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  and  Seminole 
Sports  Management 
(SSM)  and  hosted  by 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino. 

Since  the 

WPBA  signed  a  3-year 
contract  with  TV’s 
ESPN/  ESPN2,  interna¬ 
tional  exposure  to  the 
tournament  has  resulted 
in  increased  purses  for 
the  classic  pro-tour 
players. 

Virginia  Billie, 
a  Tribal  citizen  from 
Immokalee,  in  her  first 
big  challenge  since  win¬ 
ning  first  place  in  her 
division  during  the  last 
Seminole  Tribal  fair,  did 
not  fair  as  well  in  her 
first  pro-tournament 
with  the  9-ball  Florida 
classic.  Billie  was 
defeated  by  Sarah 
Rousey  ranked  24th,  9- 
2,  and  Grace  Nakamura 
9-3  in  her  double  elimi¬ 
nation. 

Another 

women’s  professional 
player  sponsored  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  was  11th  ranked 
in  the  world,  Vivian 
“Texas  Tornado” 
Villarreal,  she  too  was 
disappointed  with  her 
double  elimination  per¬ 
formance  in  the  Florida 
Classic.  She  was  beaten 
first  by  fourth  ranked  in 
the  world,  Monica  Webb 
9-4.  Villarreal  was 
defeated  in  her  second 
series  in  a  thrillingly 
close  match  9-7  by 
Megan  Minerich  who  is 
ranked  17th  in  the 
world.  SSM  held  a  raffle 
for  Vivian’s  Kidz,  a 
charity  she  promotes 
and  directs,  for  a  big  air 


Allison  Fisher,  ranked  No.  1. 


Xiao-Ting  Pan,  ranked  third. 


hockey  table  game  that 
someone  in  the  audience 
was  lucky  enough  to  win 
by  being  picked  out  of  a 
bowl  by  the  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress. 

Some  of  the 

Seminole  citizens  spotted 
watching  the  final  excit¬ 
ing  matches  were 
Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  President 
Richard  Bowers, 

Hollywood 
Representative  Max 
Osceola  Jr,  Big  Cypress 
Representative  David 
Cypress,  COO  Elrod 
Bowers,  Eugene  Bowers, 
and  Tina  and  Victoria 
Lacey,  just  to  name  a 
few. 

The  semi-finals 
came  down  to  No.  1 
ranked  in  the  world 
Allison  Fisher  from 
Chestnut,  England  and 
long  shot  Melissa 
Herndon,  ranked  10th. 

Allison  “The  Duchess  of  Ga- Young  Kim,  ranked  fifth. 

Doom”  Fisher  is  no 
stranger  to  winning.  She 
won  her  first  snooker 

national  title  at  the  young  age  of  17.  Fisher  won  the 
semi-final  match  easily  7-3.  The  other  semi-finals 
match  pitted  the  proficient  Ga- Young  Kim  ranked  fifth 
against  Xiao-Ting  Pan  ranked  third.  Kim  came  out  on 
top  7-5. 

The  final  match  of  the  tour,  the  championship 
round  had  just  the  last  two  players  going  for  it:  Allison 
Fisher  against  “Little  Devil  Girl”  Ga- Young  Kim  from 
Seoul,  South  Korea.  Fisher  got  off  to  a  prominent  lead 
and  never  looked  back.  The  first  four  games  went  to 
Fisher,  leading  4-0.  Ga- Young  Kim  came  back  strong 
to  take  three  games,  but  it  was  not  enough.  In  the  final 
run,  Allison  wowed  the  crowd  with  amazingly  diffi¬ 
cult  shots  and  proved  why  she  is  still  the  No.  1  ranked 
women’s  pool  player  in  the  world.  She  won  the  cham¬ 
pionship  of  the  Florida  Classic  beating  her  opponent 
Kim,  7-3  in  the  final. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  President 
Richard  Bowers  gave  out  the  first,  second  and  third 
place  trophies  to  the  women’s  champions  and  posed 
for  photos  with  the  media  and  the  adoring  fans  of  the 
game. 

The  Florida  Classic  Tournament  is  slated  for 
broadcast  on  ESPN  September  16,  in  three-part  seg¬ 
ments.  Check  your  local  listings  or  visit 
www.wpba.com  for  more  information. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Melissa  Herndon,  ranked  11th. 


Results  of  the  9-ball  Tournament 

First  place  -  Allison  Fisher  (Ranked  first) 

Second  place  -  Ga-Young  Kim  (Ranked  fifth) 

Tied  for  third  place  -  Melissa  Herndon  (Ranked  11th) 
Tied  for  third  place  -  Xiao-Ting  Pan  (Ranked  third) 
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Girls  Compete  at  AAU  Nationals  in  Louisiana 


Submitted  by  Tara  Osceola 
Leonard 

KENNER,  La.  — 

Kaitlynn  Osceola  and  Lakota 
Beatty  both  of  Anadarko,  of  the 
Oklahoma  Selects  95  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  basketball  team, 
attended  the  National  Division  I 
AAU  Nationals  in  Kenner,  La. 
on  June  30- July  7.  The  National 
AAU  Tournament  brings  the 
best  teams  across  America  to 
play  against  each  other  for  the 
national  title. 

Kaitlynn  is  the  daughter 
of  Curtis  Osceola  Sr.  of 
Hollywood  and  Tara  Osceola- 
Leonard  of  Anadarko,  Okla. 

Also  Pictured  is  Lakota 
Beatty,  daughter  of  George  and 
Michelle  Beatty,  also  from 
Anadarko. 


Submined  by  Tara  Osceola  Leonard 

(L-R)  Lakota  Beatty  and 
Kaitlynn  Osceola 


Team  Seminole  Participates  in 
USBC  Open  Championship 


By  Gordan  Oliver  Wareham 

RENO,  NV  — Two 
teams  were  sent  to  bowl  in  the 
104th  United  States  Bowling 
Congress  Open  Championship  at 
the  National  Bowling  Stadium  in 
Reno,  Nev.  June  14-15.  The  tour¬ 
nament  was  held  from  Feb.  17  to 
June  30,  with  16,235  teams  partici¬ 
pating. 

The  events  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment  were  teams,  doubles  and  sin¬ 
gle. 

The  National  Bowling 
Stadium  has  78  lanes  and  state  of 


Leon  Wilcox  II,  Antillis  Stockon,  OUver  Wareham,  Moses  Osceola, 
Thomas  Degonia. 


Gordan  Oliver  Wareham 

Bobby  Frank,  Miguel  Cantu,  Rufus  Tiger,  Philman  Bowers,  Eugene 
Bowers 


the  art  video  screens  which  span  440 
feet  in  length. 

Team  Seminole  1  was  com¬ 
prised  of  Rufus  Tiger,  Eugene 
Bowers,  Philman  Bowers,  Bobby 
Frank  and  Miguel  Cantu.  Team 
Seminole  2  was  comprised  of  Moses 
Osceola,  Leon  Wilcox  II,  Antillis 
Stockton,  Oliver  Wareham  and 
Thomas  Degonia. 

Even  though  no  team 
placed,  everyone  had  a  great  time 
and  wanted  to  thank  the  Hollywood 
Recreation  Department  for  then- 
hard  work. 


Robert  North 

Wyatt  in  the  heat  of  practice  on  the  famous  “Big  Blue”  Astroturf  at  the  Boise  State  Football  Field. 


♦i*  Wyatt 

Continued  from  page  1 


When  asked  about  his  participation  in  the 
football  camp,  Wyatt  smiled  from  ear  to  ear. 

“We  got  to  work  with  ‘Coach  Pete,’  ”  he  said. 
“He  told  us,  ‘No  free  lunch...  no  whining,  no  pout¬ 
ing...  nothing  will  come  to  you  for  free...  you  have  to 
work  for  what  you  want!  ’  It  made  sense  to  me  and  the 
other  kids.  We  all  worked  hard  and  had  a  good  time 
playing  ‘Bronco  Ball’  and  practicing.” 

After  the  football  camp  came  to  a  close,  the 
youth  participants  were  able  to  get  an  autograph  from 
the  coach.  Wyatt  said  he  was  happy  to  get  his  Bronco 
Ball  cap  signed  and  wore  it  with  pride.  He  plans  on 
going  again  next  year. 

“I’m  glad  Coach  Peterson  made  the  statement 
about  working  hard,”  mom  Erica  said.  “It  just  rein¬ 
forces  what  we  teach  in  our  home.  Our  children  are 
special  to  us  and  we  want  the  best  for  them.  Whenever 
there  is  an  opportunity  like  this,  we  make  sure  that  we 


Wyatt  poses  with  “Coach  Pete”  of  the  Boise  State 
Broncos. 


have  them  participate. 

“In  this  case  our  eldest  son  was  able  to  expe¬ 
rience  getting  coached  by  the  Boise  State  football 
players  and  coaching  staff,”  she  continued.  “The  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  good  step  into  getting  focused  on  college 
and  playing  college  football.  Wyatt  wants  to  get  a 
degree  in  business  and  play  college  ball.  He  plans  on 
using  his  degree  in  case  he  doesn’t  get  into  the  NFL. 
It’s  never  too  early  to  teach  your  children  about  plan¬ 
ning  their  future.” 

Wyatt  is  a  former  resident  of  the  Hollywood 
reservation,  where  many  of  his  immediate  relatives 
live.  He  is  an  on-going  member  of  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Club  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  likes  to 
spend  as  much  time  at  “the  Club”  when  he  comes 
back  to  Florida  for  visits  with  his  extended  family. 
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DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Always  * 

Offering  % 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
THE  SEMINOLE'  w»r 

Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees!  ^ 

BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  / 
Always  Available!  Come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call!  TK  m,m 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 
FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We'll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 
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Immokalee  Appreciation  Days  and  Rodeo 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Designating 
June  29  through  July  1  as  Immokalee 
Appreciation  Days,  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  was  host  to  the  Immokalee  commu¬ 
nity  at  the  John  Jimmie  Memorial  Arena. 
Under  the  direction  of  Benny  Motlow,  a 
weekend  of  activities  was  opened  to  the 
public  as  a  means  of  recognizing  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  residents  of  Immokalee. 

The  Professional  Cowboy 
Association  performed  in  a  two-day  rodeo, 
which  took  place  on  the  evenings  of  June 
29-30.  Marty  Johns  of  the  Marla  Rodeo 
Company  produced  the  event  and  supplied 
the  livestock  for  the  occasion.  Despite  late 
afternoon  rains,  the  skies  cleared  both 
evenings  permitting  the  show  to  go  on. 

Contestants  traveled  from  as  far 
away  as  Georgia,  Alabama  and  North 
Carolina  to  compete  for  the  top  positions  in 
their  venue.  Whether  bull  riding,  barrel 
racing  or  roping,  the  crowd  saw  some  top 
notch  performances  from  some  of  the 
biggest  names  in  Southeastern  U.S.  rodeo. 

The  Southern  States  Bull  Riders 
Association  took  command  of  the  arena  on 
the  morning  of  July  1,  when  27  riders 
entrusted  their  fate  to  some  of  the  meanest, 
most  aggressive  bulls  to  ever  trod  the  red 
clay.  These  superior  specimens  were  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Five  Star  Rodeo  Company, 
Peace  River  Livestock  Contractors  and 
D.R.  Daniels. 


With  a  membership  of  more  than 
200,  Southern  States  riders  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate  in  a  minimum  of  40 
sanctioned  competitions  per  year,  as  well 
as  two  regional  finals.  When  the  dust 
cleared,  the  top  15  were  ready  to  throw 
their  hats  in  the  ring  in  national  competi¬ 
tion. 

Marty  Johns  and  Paul  Bowers  Jr. 
were  the  livestock  directors  for  the 
Immokalee  Bull  Blowout,  with  the 
Seminole  Tribe  as  sponsor  and  Benny 
Motlow  in  charge  of  production. 

Southern  States  President  Chris 
“Weasel”  Forrest  and  John  Copsy  held  the 
most  important  job  in  the  arena  —  the  bull 
fighters.  With  years  of  experience  between 
them,  the  riders  willingly  put  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  skills  of  these  two  men,  who 
can  mean  the  difference  between  life  and 
death  when  the  chips  are  down.  Matt  and 
Richard  Davis  judged  the  event. 

Competing  on  some  of  the  finest 
livestock  in  the  state,  the  riders’  skills  were 
pushed  to  the  limits.  This  is  the  type  of 
competition  these  experienced  sportsmen 
will  travel  hundreds  of  miles  to  enter. 

While  in  Immokalee,  they  had  a  chance  to 
size  up  some  of  the  bulls  they  will 
encounter  at  the  regional  competition  and 
the  Professional  Bull  Riders  (PBR)  compe¬ 
tition. 

Following  the  invocation  by  D.R. 
Daniels,  Florida  High  School  Rodeo  Queen 


Judy  Weeks 

Winners  of  the  Immokalee  Bull  Blowout  pose  with  High  School  Rodeo  Queen 
Kirsten  McManus  and  Benny  Motlow  (far  right). 


Judy  Weeks 

Contestants  of  the  South  States  Bull  Riders  Association  posed  in  the  John  Jimmie  Memorial  Arena  with 
their  bull  fighters. 


Kirsten  McManus 
of  Ocala,  Fla.  car¬ 
ried  Old  Glory 
around  the  arena 
during  the  national 
anthem.  Announcer 
A1  Curry  drew  upon 
his  many  years  of 
experience,  as  he 
kept  the  audience 
entertained  and 
informed. 

Fans  were 
glued  to  the  edge  of 
their  seats  as  they 
watched  in  awe, 
while  one  rider  after 
another  risked  life 
and  limb  for  one  of 
the  top  five  posi¬ 
tions.  Tied  for  first 
place  with  84  points 
were  two  PBR  vet¬ 
erans,  Jake 

McIntyre  of  Zolfo  Springs,  Fla.  and 
Buckshot  Morrison  of  Fellsmere,  Fla. 

Morrison  gave  everyone  a  few  tense 
moments  when  he  got  hung  up  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  eight  seconds,  but  struggled  free  expect  the  unexpect- 
with  only  a  tom  shirt. 

Finishing  with  82  points,  Brian 
Courson’s  bull  tried  unsuccessfully  to  tap 
dance  on  his  rider,  but  this  Florida  boy 
from  Aubumdale,  was  up  and  running  in  ; 
heartbeat.  The  pride  of  Paris,  Tenn.,  19- 
year-old  Cody  Nance,  took  the  third  slot 
and  has  his  eye  on  the  Regionals  in 

Mississippi.  Completing  the  winner’s  circle  the  fight  was  on 
was  Jimmy  Lathero  of  Fellsmere.  Although  again.  Proudly  sport- 
he  took  first  place  in  a  Port  Charlotte  com¬ 
petition  the  night  before,  he  was  rough  and 
ready  when  he  burst  out  of  the  chute  for 
his  money  run. 

Two  young  Seminole  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens,  Justin  Gopher  and  Dane  Johns,  have 
grown  up  in  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  and 
are  now  expanding  their  territory  to  include 
the  bull  riding  circuit.  Both  young  men 
drew  some  very  difficult  mounts,  but  gave 
them  a  run  for  their  money  and  will  defi¬ 
nitely  be  back  for  more. 

All  of  these  young  men  have  a 
few  things  in  common.  Despite  their  young 
age,  they  have  years  of  experience  with 
some  having  started  their  careers  in  Mutton  horse-drawn  wagon. 
Bustin’.  They  all  agreed  that  they  live  for  A  kiddie  carnival  with 
the  thrill  of  file  moment  and  look  forward  swings,  merry-go- 
with  anticipation  to  their  next  ride.  And  round,  roller  coaster 
last  but  not  least,  they  wanted  to  thank  the  and  bounce  houses 
Seminole  Tribe  for  sponsoring  their  entertained  the 

favorite  sport.  younger  set  through- 

Four  three-man  teams  entered  the  out  the  day. 

Wild  Horse  Race.  These  rough  and  tumble  Although 

cowboys  are  ranchers  and  day  workers  by  there  was  a  remark- 
trade  and  love  the  excitement  and  chal-  able  turnout,  a  torren- 


lenge  that  comes  from  attempting  to  sub¬ 
due,  saddle  and  ride  these  wild,  untamed 
creatures.  Not  a  sport  for  the  faint  of  heart, 
fans  can  always 


Limping 

from  the  arena,  the 
mavericks  took  a 
short  break  before 
returning  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  heat.  All  four 
teams  were  back  and 


ing  a  layer  of  red  clay 
on  their  clothing,  the 
team  of  Jeff  Aldridge, 
David  Raulerson  and 
Don  Lundy  took 
home  the  purse  after 
winning  both  heats. 

The 

Seminole  Tribe  pro¬ 
vided  the  children  of 
Immokalee  with  an 
opportunity  to  visit  a 
petting  zoo  of  small 
farm  animals  and 
enjoy  rides  aboard  a 


tial  rain  downpour  and  lightning  storm 
forced  the  cancellation  of  the  scheduled 
Round  Robin  for  the  Team  Ropers. 


Judy  Weeks 

Buckshot  Morrison  takes  first  place  in  the  Immokalee  Bull 
Blowout. 


EIRA  Presents  Josiah  Johns  Memorial  Rodeo 


Judy  Weeks 


Josiah  Johns’  daughter,  Lisa  Osceola,  leads  the 
grand  entry  with  Old  Glory, 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BRIGHTON  — 

Fans  spent  most  of  the  night 
on  the  edge  of  their  seats 
during  one  of  the  most  excit¬ 
ing  rodeos  to  ever  take  place 
in  Florida.  Members  of  the 
Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association  (EIRA)  put  their 
maximum  effort  into  com¬ 
peting  at  the  Josiah  Johns 
Memorial  Rodeo  on  July  6. 

Although  a  nuisance  rain 
storm  settled  in  for  the 
evening,  a  covered  arena 
prevented  any  delays. 

The  Josiah  Johns 
Memorial  Rodeo  has 
become  an  annual  event  in 
recognition  of  a  local  cattle¬ 
man  and  rodeo  enthusiast, 
who  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  cattle  legacy 
at  the  Brighton  Reservation. 

Lisa  Osceola, 

daughter  of  this  rodeo  icon, 
carried  the  American  flag  for 
the  national  anthem  and 
grand  entry  in  memory  of 
her  father.  The  numerous 
family  members  spanning 
four  generations,  who  have 
followed  in  his  footsteps  to 
carry  on  the  tradition,  then 
entered  the  arena  for  a  short  memorial. 

Among  the  many  hair-raising 
events  that  took  place  during  the  evening 
was  a  near-tragedy  when  a  veteran  rider, 
Koty  Brugh,  was  severely  injured  follow¬ 
ing  his  winning  ride  in  the  Bareback  com¬ 
petition. 

Completing  his  eight  seconds  on 
one  of  the  roughest  broncs  to  ever  enter 
the  arena,  he  got  hung  up  in  the  rigging 
and  was  thrown  from  the  horse.  He  was 
then  dragged  the  full  distance  around  the 
arena  beneath  the  bucking  animal. 

Swarming  to  his  rescue,  the 
arena  crew  and  his  fellow  riders  risked 
life  and  limb  as  they  rushed  to  his  aid. 
Eventually  subduing  the  horse,  they  were 
able  to  free  his  limp  body  and  make  room 
for  the  paramedics.  Having  sustained 
numerous  life-threatening  blows,  things 
looked  very  bleak  as  they  administered  to 
his  injuries  and  then  transported  him  to 
the  hospital. 

Although  his  condition  was  seri¬ 
ous,  this  tough-as-nails  competitor  has 
already  been  released  from  the  hospital. 
The  29-year-old  from  North  Dakota  was 
black  and  blue  from  head  to  toe  and 
loaded  with  stitches. 

“It’s  nothing  that  won’t  heal.  I 
run  four  miles  a  day  in  order  to  keep  in 
shape  and  have  years  of  riding  under  my 
belt.  The  doctors  said  that’s  what  saved 
me.”  Brugh  said.  “This  is  just  a  minor  set 


back  that  will  keep  me  from  riding  in 
Browning,  Mont.,  next  week.  Hopefully, 
by  the  time  my  stitches  have  been 
removed,  I  will  be  headed  back  to  the 
arena  in  Rocky  Boy.” 

Kicking  off  an  action-packed 
evening,  the  Junior 
Rodeo  got  underway  at  6 
p.m.  Mutton  Busters 
grabbed  a  handful  of 
wool  and  with  high 
expectations  exited  the 
chutes  riding  their  sheep 
for  the  winning  points:  1. 

Sarah  Descheene,  2. 

Boney  Kirkland,  3.  Mark 
Holmes,  4.  Joey  Puente. 

The  Pony  Riding 
event  introduces  the 
younger  set  to  the  rigors 
of  competing  in  the 
Bronc  categories. 

Although  the  ponies  may 
be  closer  to  the  ground, 
they  buck  hard  and  furi¬ 
ously  as  they  speed  down 
the  arena  attempting  to 
dislodge  their  riders. 

However,  they  met  their 
match  with  Andre 
Jumper,  Thomas  Bearden 
and  Kelton  Smedley. 

There  was  no 
shortage  of  entries  in  the 
three  Barrel  Racing  cate¬ 


gories.  Beginning  with  the  adorable  future 
riders  who  make  their  debut  on  leadline, 
they  quickly  moved  up  to  the  4-8  year 
olds,  who  placed  as  follows:  1 .  Ahnie 
Jumper,  2.  Cyrus  Smedley,  3.  Brighton 
Bauman,  4.  Mila  Osceola;  9-12  Riders:  1. 
Zane  Duchenaux,  2.  Kalgary  Johns  and 
Acealyn  Youngblood.  13-18  Riders:  1. 
Janae  Braswell,  2.  Taylor  Johns. 

Nine  roping  hopefuls  entered  the 
Junior  Breakaway  where  it  was  cows: 
nine,  riders:  zero.  Although  they  may  not 
have  caught,  these  resilient  youngsters 
gave  those  wily  little  critters  a  lot  of  exer¬ 
cise. 

Moving  to  the  other  end  of  the 
arena,  the  Calf  Riders  were  the  first  to 
exit  the  chutes.  Whether  riding  bulls, 
steers  or  calves,  the  drill  is  always  the 
same  —  check  your  vest,  glove,  rigging 
and  head  gear.  Get  a  firm  grip,  one  hand 
in  the  air  and  with  a  nod  to  the  gate  man, 
the  ride  is  on. 

Results  are:  Calves:  1.  Dalton 
Koenes;  2.  Jobe  Johns,  3.  Kenny 
Descheene;  Steers:  1.  Andre  Jumper;  2. 
Raylee  Holmes,  3.  Zane  Duchanaux; 
Junior  Bulls:  1.  Billy  Foley,  2.  Andrew 
Holmes. 

The  bucking  stock  gave  the 
Junior  Bareback  Riders  a  run  for  their 
money.  Ethan  Arnold’s  mount  went  into  a 
fast  spin  right  outside  the  chutes  and 
William  Bearden  went  airborne  half  way 
down  the  arena.  There  was  a  gasp  from 
the  crowd  as  Dayne  Johns  was  rubbed 
against  the  fence  following  his  first  place 
win,  but  he  broke  free  and  limped  out  of 
the  arena.  Christopher  Smith  was  hot  on 
his  heels  in  second  place. 


It  was  a  difficult  night  for  the 
riders  in  the  50  and  Older  Breakaway,  but 
not  for  Norman  Johns.  Standing  beside  his 
trailer  at  the  beginning  of  the  night,  he 
gave  his  horse  a  last  minute  check  and 
picked  up  his  rope  saying,  “I’m  ready.  I’m 
going  to  have  the  winning  catch  tonight.” 

And  that  he  did.  Three  spins  of 
the  rope,  a  good  loop  and  a  per¬ 
fect  catch  for  first  place. 

In  the  Sanctioned 
Events,  the  Bareback  Broncs 
got  off  to  a  rough  start  with 
Freddy  Warbonnet.  The  crowd 
cheered  as  he  fought  hard  for 
his  eight  seconds,  only  to  be 
tied  later  by  Cody  Parker  for 
second  place.  Oklahoma  cow¬ 
boy  Jeremy  Shed  had  a  tough 
break  in  his  already  very 
impressive  season.  Despite  the 
catastrophe  that  followed  an 
exceptional  ride,  Koty  Brugh 
earned  the  winning  points  for 
first  place. 

Landing  head  first, 

Robert  Youngblood  gave  every¬ 
one  a  scare  when  he  took  sever¬ 
al  seconds  to  catch  his  breathe 
before  standing  up  and  limping 
out  of  the  arena  in  the  Saddle 
Broncs. 

There  were  several 
good  catches  in  the  Steer 
Wrestling,  but  it  was  a  difficult 
night  trying  to  beat  the  clock. 

However,  Naha  Jumper  and 
Sidney  Gore  managed  to  pull  it 
off.  Although  there  were  numer¬ 
ous  entries  in  the  Calf  Roping,  it 

appeared  the  stock  was 
going  to  triumph  until 
Josh  Jumper  set  them 
straight. 

The  same  fleet- 
footed  critters  were  back 
to  torment  the  Women’s 
Breakaway.  There  were 
numerous  catches,  a  few 
broken  barriers  and  a 
rope  that  didn’t  settle, 
but  none  of  these  things 
mattered  to  Lizzie  Dixey 
and  Boogie  Jumper,  who 
captured  the  winning 
slots. 

The  Barrel 
Racers  are  always  a 
crowd  pleaser  as  they 
enter  the  arena  in  their 
beautiful  Western  attire, 
well-groomed  horses  and 
race  through  the  pattern. 
The  ground  was  fast  and 
there  was  no  shortage  of 
riders.  Several  barrels 
were  lost  and  a  broken 
pattern,  but  these  five 


winners  had  some  excellent  times:  1.  Tess 
Dechenaux,  2.  Boogie  Jumper,  3. 
Mackenzie  Johns,  4.  Trina  Collins,  5. 
Loretta  Peterson. 

With  a  multitude  of  entries  in  the 
Team  Roping  Event,  many  were  forced  to 
ride  in  slack  at  the  end  of  the  night. 
Continuing  the  night’s  pattern  of  exciting 


events,  hearts  raced  as  the  crowd  was 
brought  to  its  feet  two  more  times. 

Hilliard  Gopher’s  horse  bucked 
furiously  several  times,  but  he  was  able  to 
ride  it  out  without  incident.  Freddy 
Warbonnet’s  horse  became  entangled  in 
the  rope,  which  was  an  omen  for  disaster. 
Going  down,  Freddy  got  control  of  the  sit¬ 
uation,  calmed  the  animal  and  the  snare 
was  quickly  released  without  mishap. 

With  more  than  25  teams 
entered,  the  results  were:  Headers:  1. 
Justin  Gopher,  2.  Josh  Jumper,  3.  Moses 
Jumper,  4.  Wilson  Bruised  Head,  5. 
Tommy  McCormick;  Heelers:  1  &  2. 

Naha  Jumper,  3.  Norman  Johns,  4.  Rudy 
Osceola,  5.  Happy  Jumper. 

The  Brill  Riders  were  a  fantastic 
climax  to  the  evening.  Word  had  arrived 
from  the  hospital  that  Koty  Brugh  was 
going  to  be  alright  and  his  comrades  did 
him  proud  as  they  entered  the  arena. 

Justin  Gopher  took  first  place  with  79 
points.  Justin  Aldridge  was  granted  a  re¬ 
ride,  while  Dayne  Johns  and  Seth 
Randolph  gave  it  their  best  shot  on  some 
exceptional  livestock 


Judy  Weeks 


Freddy  Warbonnet  prepares  to  dismount  in  the 
Branc^ 
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Sports  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Fourth  of  July  Pool  Tournament  and  Community  Celebration 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big 
Cypress  Seminole  community  marked  the 
Fourth  of  July  a  day  early,  with  a  Tribal 
pool  tournament  and  community  celebra¬ 
tion  on  July  3.  The  morning  was  hot  and 
humid,  yet  the  weather  wasn’t  enough  to 
deter  any  pool  players  resolved  to  become 
the  shooter  to  beat. 

The  Recreation  Department  staff 
at  the  Herman  L.  Osceola  Gymnasium 
arranged  the  striking  red  basketball  court 
with  eight  tournament  pool  tables  in  two 


rows  of  four  and  adequate  chairs  and  spac¬ 
ing  in  between. 

The  daylong  “Fourth  of  July  Pool 
Tournament”  was  put  together  by  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress,  the  Big  Cypress  Recreation 
Department  and  principal  tournament 
organizer,  Connie  Williams. 


which  they  carried  within  their 
custom  leather  cases.  And  an 
occasional  shooter  would  even 
sport  a  black  pool  glove  on  one 
hand,  perhaps  inspired  by  the 
world  champion  pool  player 
extraordinaire,  Jeanette  Lee. 

Opponents  were  being 


The  tournament  began  with  games  studied  and  any  flaws  duly  noted, 
of  8-ball,  then  Scotch  Doubles,  then  9-ball.  They  were  amped,  in  good  form, 
“Happy  July  Fourth  on  the  Third,”  committed  to  the  game,  and  rack 


said  Coordinator  Steve  Frost  of  the  BC 
Recreation  Department  at  the  outset. 

“Good  shooting  and 


after  rack,  none  appeared  to 
underestimate  the  opposing  play- 


good  sportsmanship.  “We  have  people  that 

We  have  a  lot  of  came  from  every  reservation,” 

good  shooters  here  said  organizer  Connie  Williams, 

today.”  “Tribal  members,  spouses,  com- 

An  upbeat  munity  members,  and  Tribal 

feeling  had  filled  the  employees  of  Big  Cypress.  This  is 

gymnasium  while  the  our  third  year  now.  And  it  keeps 

sportsmanship-like  getting  bigger  every  year.” 

Keeno  King  and  Bobbie 
Clay  sat  outside  the  gym  prior  to 
the  opening  prayer,  which  King 
delivered,  and  exchanged  warm¬ 
hearted  witticisms  about  “pool 


attitude  and  sense  of 
fair-play  Frost  had 
exhorted  had  become 
quite  prevalent.  And 
yet  the  competitors 
had  brought  along 
their  trusty  tools  of 
the  trade  as  well. 

They  were 
armed  with  two- 
piece,  custom  made 
cues,  some  with  elab¬ 
orate  inlaid  designs, 


Elgin  Jumi 

(L-R)  Larry  McClean  and  Paul  Buster 


Keeno  King 


sharks”  and  the  like.  The  games  played 
were:  8-ball,  Scotch  Doubles, and  9-ball. 
The  fireworks  were  going  off  on  and 
around  the  eight  pool  tables  and  the  aura 
was  decidedly  good-natured,  full  of  spirit. 
The  results  of  the  pool  tournament  were: 

Women’s  8-ball:  1 .  Theresa 
Nunez,  2.  Phalyn  Osceola,  3.  Virginia 
Billie,  4.  Tonya  Jumper,  5. 
Pauletta  Bowers;  Men’s  8- 
ball:  1.  Jack  Billie,  2.  Jesse 
Urbina,  3.  Randy  Clay,  4. 
Bronson  Hill,  5.  Cicero 
Osceola. 

Senior  Women’s  8- 
ball:  1.  Juanita  Osceola,  2. 
Laura  Clay,  3.  Betty  Osceola, 
4.  Louise  Billie,  5.  Esther 
Buster;  Senior  Men’s  8-ball: 
1.  Robin  Buster,  2.  Joe  Billie, 
3.  Roy  Snow,  4.  Ricky 
Doctor,  5.  Mitchell  Cypress. 

Women’s  9-ball:  1 . 
Theresa  Nunez,  2.  Virginia 
Billie,  3.  Tonya  Jumper,  4. 
Laura  Clay,  5.  Louise 
Osceola;  Men’s  9-ball:  1 . 
Randy  Clay,  2.  Leon  Micco, 


the  horseshoe  and  ballfield,  another 
aspect  of  this  community  Fourth  of 
July  celebration  was  taking  place  at  2  p.m. 
Reverend  Paul  Buster,  along  with  his 
Cowbone  band  —  with  bassist  Larry 
McClean  and  guitarist  ha  Buster  —  pro¬ 
vided  the  music  for  the  gathering.  Buster 
was  quite  happy  the  event  was  celebrated  a 
day  earlier  than  initially  anticipated. 

“Whether  young  or  old  or  in 
between,”  Buster  remarked,  after  all  was 
said  and  done,  “Everyone  enjoyed  it.  The 
day  was  pretty  hot.  Over  a  hundred 
degrees,  I  think.  But  everybody  did  well.  It 
was  good. 

“Fourth  of  July  is  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  for  America.  But  for 
Native  Americans  —  Seminoles  especially 
—  have  always  been  independent.  Not  just 
for  230-some  odd  years,  but  for  perhaps 
thousands  of  years.  We  love  that  independ¬ 
ence.  And  we  appreciate  what  God  does 
for  us. 

“Big  Cypress  celebrated  on  the 
third,  a  day  early,  because  the  fourth  is  on 
a  Wednesday.  Now  there’s  nothing  wrong 
with  celebrating  on  the  fourth,  on 
Wednesday,  but  the  Council 


3.  Elrod  Bowers,  4.  Raymond  Representative,  David  Cypress,  out  of 


Elgin  Jumi 

(L-R)  Ronnie  Billie  Sr.,  Cathy  Jumper  and 
Kellie  Tigertail 


Garza,  5.  Roy  Snow. 

Scotch  Doubles:  1. 
Jack  Billie-Theresa  Nunez,  2. 
Elrod  Bowers-Pauletta 
Bowers,  3.  Leon  Micco- 
Tonya  Jumper,  4.  Lonnie 
Billie-Connie  Williams,  5. 
Abel  Salgado-Betty  Osceola. 
Down  the  road,  at 


respect  for  God’s  time,  rescheduled  the  cel¬ 
ebration  for  Tuesday,  a  day  earlier.” 

It  was  a  pleasant,  carnival-type 
atmosphere  with  bounce  houses,  kiddie 
rides  and  slides,  “Cowbone”  music,  horse- 
shoe-throwing,  sack  races,  balloon  tossing, 
raffles,  and  running.  All  in  all,  it  couldn’t 
have  been  a  more  pleasing  day. 

“Like  Paul  said,  I’m  glad  it  took 


place  today,  too”  said  Ronnie  Billie,  who 
was  involved  in  a  friendly  game  of  horse¬ 
shoes  at  the  time,  “And  I’m  glad  we  all 
made  it  another  year.” 

The  results  of  the  children’s  activ¬ 
ities  were: 

Sack  Races,  Ages  3-5:  1.  Brandy 
Osceola,  2.  Harmony  Cypress;  Ages  6-8:  1. 
Sierra  Bowers,  2.  Nashoba  Gonzalez,  3. 
Kaitlen  Osceola,  4.  Dayra  Koenes;  Ages  9- 
12:  1.  Jacob  Cotton,  2.  Dalton  Koenes,  3. 
Bradley  Osceola;  Ages  13-17:  1.  Catlen 
Tommie,  2.  Trent  Mclnturff. 

Balloon  Toss,  All  Ages:  1. 
Adrienne  Cypress-Jessica  Lopez,  2.  Lariah 
Balentine-Natasha  Billie. 

Run,  Ages  3-5:  1.  Brandy  Clay,  2. 
Harmony  Cypress;  Ages  6-8:  1.  Troy 
Cantu,  2.  Sydnee  Cypress,  3.  Terrance  Hill, 
4.  Stanley  Cypress;  Ages  9-12:  1.  Nauthkee 
Henry,  2.  O’shaa’ne  Cypress,  3.  Darlah 
Cypress,  4.  Tristen  Wilcox;  Ages  13-17:  1. 
Catlen  Tommie,  2.  Robert  Cypress. 

The  results  of  the  horseshoe  com¬ 
petition  were: 

Women’s  Singles:  1 .  Carol 
Cypress,  2.  Mary  Tigertail,  3.  Almira 
Billie,  4.  Jeanette  Cypress,  5.  Cathy 
Jumper;  Men’s  Singles:  1.  Leon  Wilcox 
Sr.,  2.  Danny  Tommie,  3.  Leon  Wilcox  II, 

4.  Ronnie  Billie  Sr.,  5.  Jerry  Balentine;  Co¬ 
ed  Doubles:  1 .  Marina  Tigertail-Leon 
Wilcox  Sr,  2.  Jeanette  Cypress-Danny 
Tommie,  3.  Carol  4sceola- Almira  Billie,  4. 
Mary  Tigertail-Leon  Wilcox  II,  5.  Cecilia 
Tigertail-Kassim  Stockton. 


Little  Warriors  i 
ages  3-5 
3:30 

Little  Warriors  II 
ages  6-7 
4:00 

Team  Dragon 
ages  8-1 3 
4:00 

Aduits  14+ 

5:30 

Big  Cypiess 
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Contact  Srena  Loleski  954.93 1.0515 
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*  V 


A  V  A  I  LADLE  OPTIONS: 

leather  Tri-fold  Sola  Bed  On  Star  CD  Changer  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors. 
Ground  Effects  Packages,  20"  Wheels  &  Much  Mom 
Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  Jobs,  lilted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


On  Plnes/Hollywood  Blvd. 

I  m  a  Just  West  oi  Untvorsltw  nrivo 

MarOOne  954-433-3408 

C  hevro  I  ©  t  C0MTflCT  giovanni  varcas 


IN  tM  CDkf  EiSlfQH  DEPARTMENT 

Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 


Maroon  e 


a  VANS  AVAILABLE! 

I 


Hew  Body  Styles 
2500  &  3300 
Diesel  or  Gas 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  fOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions,  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 
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Announcements  *  Ahaabeeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


Happy  Birthday 


Congratulations  Priscilla  Mia  Alvarado  on  gradu¬ 
ating  to  kindergarten  and  a  happy  belated  fifth  birthday  on 
July  2. 

From  your, 

Dad,  Mom,  Aaron  and  Family 


Happy  fifth  birthday  Elijah  “Eli” 
Alvarado  on  July  20. 

From, 

Your  Dad  Elliot,  Rachel,  Eden, 

Elyse  (Peanut),  Grandma  Marylon, 

Grandpa  Roy,  Aaron,  Priscilla,  Great-grand¬ 
ma  Nancy,  and  all  your  aunts,  uncles  and 
cousins 


Happy  birthday  to  Robert  and 
Brenda  Youngblood. 

Love, 

Mom  (Josephine),  Brydgett, 
Grace  and  Darin 


Happy  birthday  to  Little  Miss 
Seminole  Krysta  Burton. 

We  love  you, 

MeMe  (Grandma  Josephine), 
Brydgett,  Aunt  Wiggles  and  Uncle  Darin 


In  Memoriam 


In  Loving  Memory  of  Kristy 
Leeann  Motlow 

July  27,  1984 -Aug.  18,  2004 

Happy  birthday  Kristy. . . 

Although  another  year  has  come  and 
gone,  you  are  truly  missed.  You’re  my  cousin 
and  my  good  friend.  I  love  you,  girl.  Haven’t 
seen  your  mom  lately,  but  I  sure  pray  for  her  and 
your  family.  You  being  gone  hurts  me,  and  I 
cannot  imagine  what  they  must  feel. 

You’re  never  far  from  me.  I  miss  and 
love  you.  You’re  never  forgotten. 

Love  ya, 

Carolee  &  Dar’Rick 


In  Loving  Memory  of  Duane 
Marlon  Tigertail 

Feb.  16,  1972 -June  16,  2007 

I  can’t  believe  you’re  really  gone. . . 

Although  we  spent  five  years  together  then  we 
went  our  separate  ways,  we  remained  close  friends  and  still 
had  love  and  respect  for  each  other.  I  keep  thinking  about 
that  day  I  saw  you. 

Duane,  I  know  you  are  at  peace  from  the  demons 
that  haunted  you  almost  all  of  your  life.  I  know  you’re  with 
your  brother,  the  late  Malcolm  Tigertail,  and  your  best 
friend,  the  late  Marl  Buster. 

Always  know  I  loved  you  then  and  always  will.  I 
will  promise  you  that  I  will  be  there  for  your  mom. 

Love  your  friend, 

Carolee  J.  Nelson 


Johnny  Cash  Tucker  Jr. 
A.K.A.  “ Junior ” 

Son  of 

Johnny  Tucker  Sr.  and  Dorothy  Frank  Tucker 
Bom 

July  29,  1960  (46) 

Died 

June  22,  2007 
Clan 
Otter 
Children 

Johnny  Cash  Tucker  III  and  Alveon 
Wife 

Virginia  Tiger 
Brothers 

Larry  Frank  Amos  Frank  Alex  Tucker  (late)  Roger  Tucker 
Sisters 

Diane  Frank  Ginger  Tiger  LaDonna  Tucker 
Resident  of  Brighton  Reservation 
Member  of  New  Testament  Baptist  Church  since  the  70’s 


Poems 


Broken  Medicine 

Sometimes  I  sit  and  wonder  how  I  ended  up  in  this 
place 

How  a  future  so  promising  is  gone  without  a  trace 
I  backtrack  my  steps  but  all  I  get  is  mixed  emotions 
Too  busy  thinking  about  my  next  fix;  I’ll  give  any¬ 
thing  for  that  dark  potion 

Long  whiskey  nights  and  all  those  chug-filled  days 
The  past  ten  years  of  my  life  have  gone  by  in  a  haze 
I  never  should  have  broke  that  medicine  my  mother 


gave  me 

She  said  there  would  be  a  consequence 

Just  four  moons  and  the  creator  would  have  spared 

me  from  my  four  year  sentence 

But  it’s  all  my  fault  and  there’s  no  one  else  to  blame 

I  would  give  one  day  to  do  that  medicine  all  over 

again 

—Dustin  Osceola 
Big  Town  Clan 
June  21,  2007 


Little  Room 

I  live  in  a  little  room 

I  love  my  little  room 

I  hate  my  little  room 

All  I  got  is  my  little  room 

Criminally  insane  in  my  little  room 

Brilliant  in  my  little  room 

Self  destructive  in  my  little  room 

Creative  in  my  little  room 

Life  memories,  good  and  bad,  in  my  little  room 

I  can’t  remember  nothing  in  my  little  room 

Peaceful  in  my  little  room 

Going  through  it  in  my  little  room 

Free  in  my  little  room 

Trapped  in  my  little  room 

God’s  love  and  word  in  my  little  room 

I  live  in  a  little  room 


Good  Die  Young 

Life  is  hard  and  full  of  pain 

But  when  one  dies  we  come  together 

The  good  die  young 

And  now  they’re  on  their  way 

They  were  my  homies  in  this  place 

And  they’ll  be  with  me  till  I  go 

But  that  doesn’t  make  it  easy 

With  all  the  memories  that  I  have 

This  is  my  way  to  say  goodbye 

The  only  way  I  can  cry 

So  I  guess  I’ll  see  y’all  when  I  get  there 

Cause  I’m  still  here  to  fight  this  fight 

Just  know  that  y’all  are  truly  missed 

And  that  y’all  be  forever  on  my  mind 

—  Kiel  Jumper 


Neo  Christian  Osceola 

turned  1  on  July  3.  The  family  gath¬ 
ered  under  the  chickee  at  great-grand¬ 
ma  Maggie  Osceola’s  house  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  day  with  fun,  food,  bounce 
houses,  cake,  pinata,  and  plenty  of 
love  to  last  Neo  throughout  the  year. 

Many  generations  gathered  to 
celebrate  the  day  of  fun  for  Neo.  His 
paternal  grandparents  are  Mary  Gay 
and  Don  Osceola,  and  his  maternal 
grandparents  are  Maria  Parata  and 
Perry  Malava.  Neo’s  mom  and  dad  are 
Christian  and  Veronica  Osceola. 

The  SpongeBob  SquarePants 
party  favors  and  decor  were  a  hit  at 
the  festive  event.  The  SpongeBob 
SquarePants  pinata  took  a  beating  but 
in  the  end  it  was  well  worth  it. 
Everyone  had  a  great  time  while  Neo 
celebrated  his  1st  birthday  Osceola 
style. 
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Felix  DoBosz 

Richard  Bowers  &  Mitchell  Cypress  on  catmaran 


The  graduates  enjoy  a  trip  to  the  Straw  Market. 


Class  of  2007  graduates. 


Hard  Rock  Cafe  downtown  Nassau,  Bahamas. 


Chairman  Cypress  enjoys  the  view 


Felix  DoBosz 

Noel  Jim  holds  up  t-shirt 


Mitchell  Cypress,  Efrain  Marrero,  Richard  Bowers 


Felix  DoBosz 

Debbie  Johnson  &  Sally 
Tommie 


Felix  DoBosz 

Joshua  Girtman  poses 


Felix  DoBosz 

President  Richard  Bowers  takes  in  the  view  of  the  Nassau  skyline. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Sally  Tommie  &  Debbie  Johnson  shop  in  the  market. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Sally  Tommie  &  Richard  Bowers 
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Domestic  Cars 
Foreign  Cars 


954-522-4165 
Fax  954-527-0211 

Ramsey  Paint  &  Body  Inc. 

CLN269 

Same  Location  Since  1964 


CHIEF-EZ-LINER 

The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 


wm 


www .  exhaustd  epot ,  com 


Specializing  in  custom 
Mandrel  Sent  exhaust  systems 


-  Mandrel  bent  piping  flows  20%  more  than  standard 

mutter  shop  prow  bent, 

-  Genera!  muffler  she p  exhaust  work  also  done, 

-  Truck  and  sedan  true  dual  exhaust  specialist! 

-  Turbo  down  pipe  and  Intercooler  pipe  specialist! 

-  Aluminum  bends  coming  soon, 


Pre*s  Hud 


954-364  '4499 

954-559-20Q9 


5925  Rove  ns  wood  Road  Say  D-10 

Dsnia  Beach,  FL  33312 


css 

PariwmruKt  ExnauU 
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Chairman’s  Office  Sponsors  Graduate  Trip  to  Paradise  Island 


Trip  Celebrates  Class  of 
2007  High  School 
Graduates 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

PARADISE  ISLAND,  BAHAMAS 
[lie  new  luxurious  and  tropical  Cove  at  the 
Atlantis  Resort  on  Paradise  Island  was  the  recent 
get-away  for  seven  lucky  Seminole  high  school 
graduates  from  the  Class  of  2007.  The  grads,  then- 
parents  and  chaperones  enjoyed  a  five-day  trip 
from  June  24-28. 

The  Chairman’s  Office  rewards  the  high 
school  graduates  annually  with  a  trip  that  includes 
beautiful  memories  and  a  chance  to  relax  in  this 
tropical  paradise.  This  year  was  no  exception. 

Out  of  the  28  high  school  graduates  eligi¬ 
ble  to  attend,  seven  were  free  to  make  this  trip. 

The  seven  are:  Kahelote  Cornelius,  Yoklot 
Cornelius,  Joshua  Girtman,  Phelicia  Hughes,  Noel 
Jim,  Efrain  Marrero  and  Kelsey  Spencer.  Some 
graduates  could  not  go  because  of  various  educa¬ 
tional  commitments,  U.S.  Passport  documentation 
issues  and  preexisting  vacation  plans. 

The  trip  began  on  June  24  when  the 
group  convened  at  the  Cove,  the  new  luxurious 
addition  to  the  five-star  Atlantis  Resort,  in  the 
EROS  Ballroom  of  the  Atlantis  Resort  Convention 
Center  for  a  welcome  dinner. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  President 
Richard  Bowers,  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally 
Tommie,  Big  Cypress  Representative  David 
Cypress  and  Naples  Liaison  OB  Osceola  Jr.  all  had 
warm  welcoming  remarks  of  congratulations  for 
the  graduates.  Representatives  from  the  Education 
Department,  including  Director  Louise  Gopher, 
Higher  Education  Coordinator  Carine  Eugene  and 
Education  Advisor  Patrick  McElroy  also  wel¬ 
comed  the  grads  and  congratulated  them  on  their 
educational  success. 

Gopher  displayed  a  presentation  with  a 
short  video  of  Jim  Shore,  general  counsel  for  the 
Tribe,  receiving  his  honorary  doctorate  degree 
from  Florida  State  University. 

“If  Jim  Shore  can  do  it,  you  can  do  it,” 
Gopher  said  of  Shore,  who  is  legally  blind. 

Gopher  continued  reminding  the  students 
and  their  parents  about  taking  advantage  of  the 
huge  opportunity  sponsored  by  and  provided  by 
the  Tribe  through  the  Billy  L.  Cypress  Higher 
Education  Scholarship.  Tins  unique  scholarship 
pays  for  college  tuition  fees,  including  books  and 
room  and  board. 

On  day  two  of  the  trip,  June  25,  the  group 
boarded  a  private  guided  bus  tour  for  a  trip  into 
bustling  downtown  Nassau,  to  the  Straw  Market 
shopping  district.  They  also  visited  a  few  of  the 
island’s  historical  sights,  such  as  the  Queen’s 
Staircase  and  Gregory’s  Arch. 

The  bus  driver  and  tour  guide  described 


“Membership  has  its  privileges  and 
you’re  experiencing  some  of  those  privileges 
tonight,”  she  said.  “Each  one  of  you  has  the 
responsibility  of  taking  it  to  the  next  level,  to  keep 
the  Tribe  going,  to  keep  the  Tribe  prosperous,  and 
develop  your  education  further. 

“The  Tribe  is  here  for  you,  to  provide  you 
with  all  the  support  and  opportunities,  for  all  your 
future  endeavors,”  she  added. 

Tommie  also  introduced  each  speaker  to 
the  podium.  First  up  was  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress. 

“I’d  like  to  congratulate  all  the  graduates 
and  want  to  let  you  know  that  your  Tribe  will 
always  support  you  and  one  day  you  will  come 
back  to  run  the  Tribe.  We  need  people  like  your¬ 
selves  to  come  back  one  day  and  take  over.”  he 
said.  “So  continue  your  higher  education  and  we 
will  provide  you  with  all  the  help  and  support  that 
you  need. 

“We  were  at  one  time  a  small  Tribe  that 
nobody  ever  realized  we  were  on  the  map,  but 
today  we  are  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  pretty  well- 
known  throughout  the  world  for  we  purchased  the 
Hard  Rock  International,”  he  said  “So  you  should 
be  proud  graduates,  for  we  are  the  Seminole 
Tribe.” 

Cypress  then  introduced  President 
Richard  Bowers,  who  addressed  the  grads  briefly, 

“Congratulations  to  the  graduates,  but  I’d 
realty  like  to  thank  all  the  parents,  because  they’re 
the  ones  that  get  behind  you,”  he  said.  “As  the 
chairman  said,  we  will  support  you  and  always  be 
there  for  you.” 

Next,  Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola  Jr. 
spoke  to  the  grads  and  also  congratulated  them  and 
their  parents  for  their  accomplishments. 

Each  graduate  had  an  opportunity  to  come 
up  to  the  podium  and  say  a  few  words  of  thanks, 
followed  by  the  parents  and  staff  members  on  the 
trip  saying  how  much  they  enjoyed  this  wonderful 
trip  and  the  generous  support  of  the  Tribe. 

The  seven  lucky  grads  were  each  handed 
valuable  gift  bags  containing  many  items  including 
a  T-shirt  that  read  “I  survived  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress’s  2007  Graduate  Get  Away!  Paradise 
Island,  Nassau  Bahamas,”  among  other  goodies. 
The  young  graduates  were  all  smiles  and  very 
thankful  to  receive  these  wonderful  gifts  from  the 
Tribe,  that  would  perhaps  one  day  help  motivate 
them  to  continue  their  success  with  higher  educa¬ 
tion. 

On  day  four,  June  27,  the  group  was 
scheduled  to  take  a  day  trip  to  Exuma  Island,  an 
untouched,  private  Bahamian  island. 

Unfortunately,  this  trip  was  cancelled  due  to  a 
tropical  wave  that  made  travel  to  the  island  unsafe. 
Everyone,  although  disappointed,  had  another  free 
day  to  explore  or  just  kick  back  and  relax  in 
Paradise  Island  while  thinking  about  their  goals  for 
higher  education. 


the  historical  places  of  interest  as  the  group  cruised 
along  the  winding,  narrow  Bahamian  streets. 
Incidentally  the  bus  driver  whose  last  name  was 
Bowlegs,  claimed  he  was  a  direct  descendent  of 
Billy  Bowlegs,  a  Seminole  chief  who  escaped  to 
the  Bahamas  back  in  the  19th  Century.  Everyone 
on  the  bus,  including  Chairman  Cypress,  got  a  kick 
out  of  that  remark. 

The  motor  coach  stopped  at  the  Queen’s 
Staircase,  the  island’s  picturesque  and  most  visited 
tourist  attraction.  It  features  65  limestone  steps,  all 
carved  out  by  slaves  in  the  18th  Century.  Each  of 


Later  that  day,  back  at  Atlantis,  there  were 
plenty  of  fun  of  activities  for  the  grads  to  try.  On  a 
hot  summer  day  nothing  could  be  more  refreshing 
and  relaxing  than  to  jump  into  a  pool  while  being 
surrounded  by  other  vacationers  from  all  over  the 
world. 

Besides  the  beautiful  white  sandy  beach, 
there  were  many  water  slides  to  enjoy,  including 
the  Mayan  Temple,  Power  Tower  and  the  Leap  of 
Faith,  where  riders  slide  down  a  60-foot,  near-ver¬ 
tical  drop  through  a  glass-enclosed  shark  tank.  In 
one  section  of  the  resort  called  Dolphin  Cay,  par¬ 


the  steps  is  said  to  honor  one  year  of  Queen 
Victoria’s  65-year  reign. 

The  next  stop  was  up  the  hill  to  Fort 
Fincastle,  which  offered  a  captivating  view  of  the 
island  and  majestic  cruise  ships  docked  in  the  har¬ 
bor  below  near  the  Atlantis  Resort.  Everyone 
developed  a  huge  appetite  from  all  the  sightseeing 
just  in  time  for  the  next  tour  stop  for  lunch  at  one 
of  Nassau’s  most  famous  landmarks,  Graycliff 
Hotel  and  Restaurant. 

This  British  Colonial-style  estate  was 
built  in  the  1700s  by  the  privateer  John  Howard 
Graysmith,  and  established  in  1844  as  Nassau’s 
first  inn.  Graycliff  brought  the  rich,  famous  and 
royal  to  Nassau  and  the  Bahamas  being  the  first 
five  star  restaurant  in  the  Caribbean. 


ticipants  are  allowed  to  play  with  and  feed  actual 
dolphins  in  a  group  setting. 

On  day  three,  June  26,  the  grads  had  a 
photo  shoot  on  the  Atlantis  grounds.  The  graduates 
all  wore  their  Tribal  regalia  to  have  their  portraits 
taken  with  the  Caribbean  Sea  as  their  backdrop. 

Later  that  evening,  the  grads  took  a  sunset 
cruise  aboard  the  Flying  Cloud  catamaran  boat  to 
Luciana’s  of  Chicago  for  some  fine  dining  at  the 
dinner  banquet.  This  turned  into  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  this  memorable  trip. 

The  emcee  of  the  event  was  Fort  Pierce 
Liaison  Sally  Tommie,  who  has  also  been  the 
assistant  to  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  for  the  past 
13  years.  Tommie  congratulated  the  graduates  with 
warm  remarks. 


Class  of  2007  graduates  and  parents. 


Class  of  2007  High  School  Graduates 


1  -  Kaholte  “Jonas”  Cornelius 

Reservation:  Non-Resident  —  Oneida,  Wis. 

Education  Plans:  Attend  University  of  Wisconsin  —  Madison,  Wis.  for  a  degree  in  busi¬ 
ness 

Special  Thanks:  My  family  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  for  taking  care  of  me 

2  -  Yoklot  Cornelius 

Reservation:  Non-Resident  —  Oneida,  Wis. 

Education  Plans:  Attending  the  Fashion  Institute  of  Design  and  Merchandising  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif,  to  major  in  Apparel  Manufacturing  Management 
Special  Thanks:  My  parents,  friends  and  others  who  helped  me  throughout  high  school, 
including  the  Seminole  Tribe! 

3  -  Joshua  Girtman 

Reservation:  Brighton 

Education  Plans:  To  pursue  an  art  degree  at  Indian  River  Community  College 
Special  Thanks:  My  mom,  dad,  brothers,  teachers  and  my  friends  that  have  been  through 
school  with  me 

4  -  Phelicia  Hughes 

Reservation:  Hollywood 

Education  Plans:  Take  a  semester  off  and  then  go  to  a  college  for  Bachelor  of  Science 

degree  in  criminal  justice 

Special  Thanks:  My  family,  friends  and  the  Tribe 

5  -  Noel  Jim 

Reservation:  Trail 

Education  Plans:  I  plan  to  attend  Edison  Community  College  in  Naples  for  the  spring 
semester.  I  plan  to  study  psychology 

Special  Thanks:  I  want  to  thank  my  mom  for  driving  me  to  school  everyday  and  encour¬ 
aging  me  everyday  to  finish  my  goals 

6  -  Efrain  ‘Tre’  Marrero  111 

Reservation:  Immokalee 

Education  Plans:  To  attend  Devry  University 

Special  Thanks:  Noritz  Yzaguimi,  Diana  Roche,  Elaine  Aguilar,  Mitchell  Cypress,  David 
Cypress,  My  grandma  Ethel  Frank  Santiago  and  my  family 

7  -  Kelsey  Spencer 
Reservation:  Brighton 

Education  Plans:  To  attend  Indian  River  Community  College  for  accounting 
Special  Thanks:  Mom,  grandparents,  uncle  and  the  Seminole  Tribe 
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www*  FB  ljobs.gov 


Wp  are  unique  individuals.  We  are  a  tight-knit  team.  We  are  independent 
thinkers.  We  share  a  common  mission:  to  fight  crime,  to  protect  America's 
security,  to  contribute  to  the  Ration's  intelligence  community,  and  to  make 
our  world  better  There  is  no  other  career,  (ike  an  FBI  career 


I  iL 


Become  an  FBI  Special  Agent. 

We  are  currently  seeking  Special  Agent  candidates  in  the  following  critical 
skill  areas:  Intelligence  experience  *  Computer  Science  or  IT  ■  Engineering 

*  Physical  Science  *  Accounting/Fi nance  *  Law  *  Law  Enforcement  or 
other  Investigative  experience  •  Military  experience  •  or  Foreign  Language 
(Arabic,  Chinese  -  all  dialects,  Korean,  Urdu,  Farsi,  Dari,  Russian,  Albanian, 
Indonesian,  Hebrew.  Swahili,  Spanish.  Punjabi,  Tamil,  Pashto.  Hindi,  and 
Turkish)  *  and  many  other  disciplines. 

To  qualify  for  the  position  of  FBI  Special  Agent,  you  must  possess  a  four- 
year  college  degree  plus  three  years  of  professional  work  experience;  be 
available  for  assignment  anywhere  In  the  FBI's  jurisdiction;  be  between  the 
ages  of  23  and  36;  and  be  In  excellent  physical  condition  with  the  ability  to 
pass  a  rigorous  physical  fitness  test. 

Or  join  us  in  one  of  our 
Professional  Staff  positions. 

Our  Professional  Staff  possess  a  myriad  of  specialized  experience  Including 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  intelligence  information  as  well  as 
analyzing  and  deciphering  communications  In  order  to  keep  our  nation  safe. 
Explore  our  variety  of  opportunities  from  entry  level  to  senior  management. 

*  Security  Specialist  •  Auditor  •  Budget  Analyst  •  Electrical  Engineer 

*  Technical  Information  Specialist  *  Investigative  Specialist  *  IT  Specialist 

*  Automotive  Worker  *  Administrative  Specialist  •  Management  and 
Program  Analyst  Logistics  Management  Specialist  *  Electronic  Technician 

*  and  many  more. 

Please  visit  our  Web  site  for  complete  details.  Positions  are  added  daily. 

Apply  online  today  at:  WWW.FBIjobS-££OV 

You  must  be  a  U.S,  citizen  and  consent  to  a  complete  background 
investigation,  drug  test,  and  polygraph  as  a  prerequisite  for  employment. 
Only  those  candidates  determined  to  be  best  qualified  wifi  be  contacted 
to  proceed  in  the  selection  process , 

The  FBI  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Indian  Group  Criticizes  Presidential 
Frontrunners y  Debate  Performance 


NIEA  Joins  Campaign 
for  High  School  Equity 

Organizations  Aims  to  Ensure 
Preparedness  for  Student  Success 


Calls  on  Candidates  to 
Attend  Forum  in 
Indian  Country 

Submitted  by  Dave  Parker,  Political 
Director 

TULSA  —  Organizers  of  a  first- 
ever  presidential  forum  on  native  issues 
criticized  Democratic  candidates  for  failing 
to  address  American  Indians  on  June  28  at 
a  Howard  University-sponsored  debate 
focused  on  minority  issues,  calling  on  the 
candidates  to  commit  to  attending  its 
forum  Prez  on  the  Rez. 

“The  real  and  press¬ 
ing  challenges  facing 
Indian  Country  are  rou¬ 
tinely  ignored  by  our 
political  leaders 
and  excluded 
from  our  nation¬ 
al  conversa¬ 
tion,”  said 
Kalyn  Free, 
president  of 
the  INDN’s 
List  Education 
Fund,  which  is 
sponsoring  the 
forum.  “At  a 
minimum,  it’s 
disheartening  to 
see  our  candidates 
miss  an  opportunity  to 
recognize  the  issues  — 
many  of  which  are  shared 
with  other  minority  communi¬ 
ties  —  that  face  American  Indians. 

At  worst,  this  ‘All  American  Forum’  is 
yet  another  example  of  how  so  many 
Americans  forget  our  First  Americans,” 
Free  continued  in  referring  to  the  debate’s 
name. 

“The  only  candidate  willing  to 
show  leadership  when  it  comes  to  Indian 
Country  is  Bill  Richardson,”  said  Free. 

Governor  Bill  Richardson,  of  New 


Mexico,  was  the  first  candidate  to  commit 
to  Prez  on  the  Rez,  and  has  made  Indians  a 
priority  in  his  campaign.  Most  notably,  the 
governor  proposes  establishing  a  cabinet- 
level  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
appointing  as  its  secretary  an  American 
Indian. 

“Indian  voters  are  watching  close¬ 
ly  to  see  if  any  other  candidate  will  rise  to 
the  occasion  in  offering  proven  leadership 
for  Indian  Country,”  said  Free. 


While  Free  said  she  believes  can¬ 
didates  deserve  praise  for  speaking  out  on 
long-ignored  minority  issues,  she  pointed 
to  several  areas  in  which  the  candidates’ 
refusal  to  address  Indian  Country  lies  in 
sharp  contrast  to  their  campaign  rhetoric. 

Responding  to  and  praising 


Senator  Hillary  Clinton’s  statement  that  “If 
HIV/AIDS  were  the  leading  cause  of  death 
of  white  women  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  34,  there  would  be  an  outraged  outcry 
in  this  country,”  Chairman  Dan  Jones  of 
the  Ponca  Nation  of  Oklahoma  pointed  to 
other  neglected  disparities  that  haunt  native 
women. 

“If  one-third  of  white  women 
were  raped  in  this  country,  as  they  are  in 
Indian  Country,”  said  Chairman  Jones, 

“not  only  would  there  be  an  outcry  but 
we’d  be  building  walls  around  them.” 

“We  applaud  Senator 
Edwards  for  pointing  out  the 
unfairness  that  exists  in  our 
Two  Americas,”  Free 
said  in  referring  to  a 
major  theme  of 
Senator  John 
Edwards’s  cam¬ 
paign.  “But  no 
discussion 
about  Two 
Americas  is 
complete 
without  con¬ 
sidering  the 
near  third- 
world  condi¬ 
tions  that  plague 
many  of  our 
reservations.”  Free 
points  out  that  the 
life  expectancy  among 
^4*  American  Indians  is 

shorter  than  any  other  ethnic 
group  and,  after  Haiti,  the 
shortest  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
“What  we  need  in  this  country  is  to 
restore  hope  to  our  most  neglected  commu¬ 
nities,  a  topic  on  which  Senator  [Barack] 
Obama  is  right  to  focus.  But  just  as  hope¬ 
lessness  and  despair  limit  the  opportunities 
of  our  inner-city  children,  so  too  do  they 
blind  Indian  children  to  the  possibilities 
that  lie  off  their  isolated  reservations,”  said 
Free. 


Submitted  by  NIEA 

WASHINGTON  —  Nine  of  the 
nation’s  major  organizations  representing 
communities  of  color  today  announced  a 
historic  partnership,  a  year  in  the  making, 
to  ensure  that  America’s  secondary  schools 
have  the  capacity  and  motivation  to  pre¬ 
pare  every  student 
for  graduation,  col¬ 
lege,  work  and  life. 

The 

Campaign  for  High 
School  Equity 
boasts  a  diverse 
membership,  par¬ 
ticularly  known 
and  respected  for 
their  leadership 
and  historic  roles 
in  the  civil  rights 
movement.  They  are:  the  Leadership 
Conference  on  Civil  Rights  Education 
Fund,  the  League  of  United  Latin 
American  Citizens,  the  Mexican  American 
Legal  Defense  and  Educational  Fund,  the 
National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People,  the  National 
Association  of  Latino  Elected  and 
Appointed  Officials  Educational  Fund,  the 
National  Council  of  La  Raza,  the  National 
Indian  Education  Association,  the  National 
Urban  League  and  the  Southeast  Asia 
Resource  Action  Center. 

The  convener  and  coordinator  of 
the  Campaign  is  the  Alliance  for  Excellent 
Education,  a  national  policy  and  advocacy 
organization  that  focuses  on  improving  the 
country’s  secondary  schools. 

Robin  Butterfield  spoke  for  the 
National  Indian  Education  Association 
(NIEA). 

“NIEA  firmly  believes  that  educa¬ 
tion  equality  is  the  birthright  of  all  Native 
children  and,  as  such,  helps  to  form  the 


cultural  and  language  legacies  of  our  fami¬ 
lies,  communities  and  Tribal  nations,”  she 
expressed. 

The  Campaign  for  High  School 
Equity  will  make  sure  that  excellent  educa¬ 
tion  will  be  found  in  every  classroom 
through  research  and  participation.  Robin 


Butterfield  told  the  200  news  conference 
attendees,  “Native  students  perform  better 
academically  when  they  are  taught  in  a 
manner  that  is  consistent  with  their  tradi¬ 
tions,  languages  and  cultures.” 

Other  organizations  shared  their 
concerns  with  insufficient  funds  and 
opportunities  in  their  communities. 

The  goals  of  the  Campaign  for 
High  School  Equity  are  to  provide  a 
unique  and  important  perspective  on  feder¬ 
al  and  national  education  policy  issues  crit¬ 
ical  to  high  school  reform.  This  partnership 
will  address  the  need  and  options  for  seri¬ 
ous  reforms  in  high  school  education  and 
be  a  strong  part  in  building  strategic  advo¬ 
cacy  activities  for  changes  that  produce 
positive  outcomes  for  students  of  color  and 
low-income  students. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Campaign  for  High  School  Equity,  or  to 
download  a  copy  of  “A  Plan  for  Success,” 
please  visit  www.highschoolequity.org. 
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Macy  Gray  Brings  Distinctive  Blend  of 
R&B,  Jazz  and  Pop  to  Hard  Rock  Live 
Arena  for  August  14  Petformace 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Grammy  Award-win¬ 
ning  rhythm  &  blues  and  distinctive  soul  singer 
Macy  Gray  will  perform  at  Hard  Rock  Live  on 
Aug.  14  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Macy  Gray’s  (bom  Natalie  Renee 
McIntyre)  initial  success  came  as  a  surprise.  After 
agreeing  to  write  songs  for  a  friend,  she  found  her¬ 
self  on  the  other  end  of  the  microphone  after  the 
friend  failed  to  show  for  the  recording  session.  Her 
demo  tape  stirred-up  the  Los  Angeles  jazz  scene  for 
a  short  time  before  Atlantic  Records  signed  her  to 
their  label.  She  soon  moved  to  Epic  Records,  where 
she  released  her  first  album,  1999s,  On  How  Life  Is. 

In  2001,  Gray  won  the  Best  Female  Pop 
Vocal  Performance  Grammy  award  for  “I  Try,” 
which  was  also  nominated  for  Song  of  the  Year  and 
Record  of  the  Year. 

Her  newest 

album,  BIG,  released  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  —  the  first 
for  will.i.am  music 
group/Geffen  Records — 
follows  a  narrative  of 
Macy’s  own  experiences 
over  the  last  few  years. 

Its  star  collaborative  line¬ 
up  features  the  talents  of 
Justin  Timberlake, 

Natalie  Cole  and  Fergie, 
among  others. 

A  multi-talented 
artist,  Gray  has  acted 
opposite  Denzel 
Washington  in  Training 
Day,  made  a  cameo  in 
the  blockbuster  hit  Spider 
Man,  and  performed  in 
Scary  Movie  3  and  Jackie 
Chan’s  remake  of  Around 
the  World  in  80  Days. 

More  recently,  she 
appeared  with  Keira 
Knightley,  Lucy  Liu, 

Mickey  Rourke  and 
Christopher  Walken  in 
Domino,  worked  with 
Cuba  Gooding  Jr.  in 
Shadowboxer  and  had  a 
major  role  in  OutKast’s 
Idlewild  musical. 

She’s  also 

earned  an  NAACP  Image 
Award  nomination  for 
Best  Supporting  Actress 
in  the  Emmy-nominated 


HBO  movie  Lackawanna  Blues,  guest-starred  on 
Lifetime’s  The  Missing,  played  a  singer  diagnosed 
with  a  career-threatening  throat  disease  on  the  ABC 
drama  MDs  and  guest-starred  as  singer  Carla 
Thomas  on  the  NBC  series  American  Dreams. 

Tickets  cost  $60,  $47.50  and  $35;  addi¬ 
tional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and 
available  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open 
Monday  -  Saturday  from  noon  to  7  p.m.  Tickets 
purchased  in-person  at  the  box  office  will  not  incur 
a  service  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone:  Miami- 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523-3309, 
and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors  open  one 
hour  prior  to  the  show’s  start  time. 


The  Doobie  Brothers,  Peter  Frampton 
Will  Be  Takiii’  It  to  the  Streets  During 
August  19  Concert  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Multi-talented 
Grammy  Award-winning  musicians  The  Doobie 
Brothers  and  Peter  Frampton  will  be  taking  it  to  the 
streets  at  Hard  Rock  Live  on  August  19  at  7  p.m. 
Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

The  Doobie  Brothers,  presently  comprised 
of  Guy  Allison  -  Keyboards/Vocals;  Michael 
Hossack  -  Drums;  Tom  Johnston  -  Vocals/Guitar; 
John  McFee  -  Guitar/Strings/Vocals;  Marc  Russo  - 
Saxophones;  Pat  Simmons  -  Vocals/Guitar;  Skylark 
-  Bass/Vocals 
and  Ed  Toth  - 
Drums,  have 
sold  more  than 
20  million 
albums  of  their 
signature  blend 
of  R&B,  country, 
bluegrass,  heavy 
metal  and  rock 
‘n’  roll  in  the 
U.S.  from  the 
1970s  to  the 
present. 

Though 
their  1971  self- 
titled  debut 
album  initially 
failed  to  chart, 
the  following 
year’s  sopho¬ 
more  album, 

Toulouse  Street, 
broke  down  the 
barrier  spawning 
the  classic  rock  staples  “Listen  To  The  Music”  and 
“Rockin’  Down  the  Highway.” 

Next  up  in  1973,  a  string  of  hits  followed, 
including  “Long  Train  Runnin”  and  “China 
Grove,”  from  the  1973  album  The  Captain  and  Me. 
“Black  Water,”  from  1974‘s  What  Were  Once  Vices 
Are  Now  Habits,  became  the  band’s  first  No.  1  sin¬ 
gle  and  eventually  propelled  the  album  to  multi¬ 
platinum  status.  Stampede,  released  in  1975,  fea¬ 
tured  yet  another  hit  single,  the  cover  of  the 
Motown  hit  “Take  Me  in  Your  Arms”  (also  covered 
by  Blood,  Sweat,  and  Tears).  In  1976,  Takin  ’It  to 
the  Streets  debuted  a  radical  change  in  their  sound 
to  blue-eyed  soul  featuring  the  title  track  and  “It 
Keeps  You  Runnin’.” 

In  1980,  the  Doobies  released  their  ninth 
studio  album,  entitled  One  Step  Closer.  The  LP  fea¬ 
tured  the  Top  Ten  hit  “Real  Love,”  yet  success  was 
bittersweet  with  the  1983  live  album,  Farewell 
Tour.  Springing  back  in  1987  for  a  reunion  tour,  the 
band  is  still  together  entertaining  international 


audiences. 

Peter  Frampton  has  long  been  a  mainstay 
on  the  rock  scene.  He  fine-tuned  his  guitar  skills  on 
Buddy  Holly  standards  at  an  early  age  alongside 
contemporary  David  Bowie.  Scoring  a  handful  of 
teenybopper  hits,  Frampton  was  dubbed  “The  Face 
of  1968”  by  the  UK  press.  Just  one  year  later,  he 
had  formed  Humble  Pie  with  ex-Small  Faces  gui¬ 
tarist  Steve  Marriott. 

In  1975,  he  released  Frampton,  which 
reached  certified  gold  and  No.  32  on  the  charts. 

The  seminal 


aforementioned  hits,  the  album  yielded  the  smash 
“Do  You  Feel  Like  We  Do.”  To  date,  it  has  sold 
more  than  16  million  copies  and  remains  an  essen¬ 
tial  staple  to  any  rock  and  roll  collection. 

His  latest  work,  the  instrumental 
Fingerprints,  was  honored  recently  with  a  2007 
Grammy  Award  for  “Best  Pop  Instrumental 
Album.” 

Tickets  cost  $75,  $60  and  $45;  additional 
fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available 
at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday  - 
Saturday  from  noon  to  7  p.m.  Tickets  purchased  in- 
person  at  the  box  office  will  not  incur  a  service 
charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone:  Miami- 
Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954)  523-3309, 
and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309.  Doors  open  one 
hour  prior  to  show  start  time. 


Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/100,000  MILES  ON 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


Ed  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  all  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  ind tiding  everyone  who 


EVERY  2007  MODEL 

*  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 
-  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gel  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  [jg|  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


Sze  Y  PONTIAC 


THE  NEW  2007  MODELS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  lf 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  Blvd.  jusl  eost  of  Snwgrass  Eupwy. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om  9pm, 

Sal  9om-6pm,  Sun  1 2-6pm 
SERVICE  HOURS:  For  vnlue 

Mon-fri  7am  6pm,  Sal  7am ■  3pm  and  service  it's 

Morse,  of  course! 
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Seniors  Throw  Horseshoes  on  the  Fourth 


Chris  Jenkins 

Third  place  horseshoe  throw  participant  Dorothy 
Tommie  poses  with  Senior  Fitness  Consultant 
Kenny  Bayon. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Tribal  citizen  Coleman  Josh  winds  up  for  his  turn. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Ages  55-62  men  winner  Joe  Osceola  Jr.  takes  aim  in  the  horseshoe  throwing  competition  in  Hollywood. 


Stephen  Galla 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  stands  with  the  2006-2007  royal  court. 


See  Who  Will  Be  Crowned  the  Next 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  July  28 


Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 
Yescas  from  the  Florida  Everglades  and  Jr. 
Miss  Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  from  Big 
Cypress  Reservation  would  like  to  invite 
you  to  their  upcoming  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  and  Jr.  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Princess  Pageant  which  is  scheduled  for 
July  28. 

The  Seminole  Princess  Committee 
is  hosting  a  dinner  that  afternoon  between 
3  p.m.  and  6  p.m.  in  the  lobby  of  the  audi¬ 
torium. 

The  Seminole  Princess  Pageant 
will  be  held  that  evening  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Executive  Tribal  Office 
Building  on  the  Hollywood  reservation. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  and 
watch  the  next  2007-2008  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  and  Jr.  Miss  Florida  Seminole  be 
crowned. 

Any  Tribal  young  lady  interested 
in  running  for  one  of  the  titles  may  obtain 
an  application  from  the  following 
Seminole  Tribe  Princess  Committee 
Members:  Wanda  Bowers,  Hollywood 
Princess  Committee  in  the  Tribal 
Secretary’s  Office,  Salina  Dorgan  Brighton 
Princess  Committee  in  the  Recreation 
Department  and  Alice  Billie,  Big  Cypress 
Princess  Committee  in  the  Chairman’s 
Office. 


Wanda  Bowers 


Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  would  like  to  personal¬ 
ly  thank  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  the  Tribal  Council 
for  all  the  support  she  has  received  from  them  throughout  this 
past  year  as  Ambassader  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 


Cell:  954,709.5624  -  Fax:  954.434.8607 


*Bank  *Post  Office 


*Court  House  *Etc. 


Gena  Osceola 


GET  THE  LOOK  ! 

JR  SEAU,  JASON  TAYLOR,  MARSHALL  FAULK 
BRAD  PENNY,  AJ  BURNETT  &  MANY  MORE  DID! 

'JL'  GO  WHERE  THE  STARS  SHOP  AND  'JL' 
GET  TREATED  LIKE  A  STAR  !!! 


LIFT  KITS/LOWERING  KITS  13“  -  26“  CUSTOM  WHEELS  AIRAID  /  SUPERCHIRS 


AUDIOVOX  DVD  VCPTUNER  FIBERGLASS  TONNO'S  BRUSHGUARDS  NERFBARS 

M-F  9am  -  6pm  I  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  I  SAT  9am  -  3pm 

4721  RAVENSWOOD  RD  /  FT  LAUDERDALE,  FL  33312 

(954)  981-7223  /  FAX:  (954)  981-3401 


Criminal  Defense 


DU  I 
VOP 

felony  a  misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
Child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 


606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
C LEWI STON ,  FLOR3  DA 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody”  m,  Hendry,  ll 

863-98 3-LAWS  (5297) 


TOOL  BOXES 


RUNAROUND  PERMITS 

Notary/Permits/Errand  Runner 


BILLET  GRILLES 


ALL  TIRES  13”-  44” 
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Judy  Weeks 

Cooling  off  on  the  water  slide  and  then  the  swings. 


Independence  Day 

By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Despite  some  rather 
heavy  rain  during  the  morning  hours  of  July 
Fourth,  the  Immokalee  community  turned  out  in 
full  force  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  events 
commemorating  Independence  Day. 

The  Recreation  Department  made 
arrangements  for  a  carnival  and  water  park,  to 
the  delight  of  the  members  of  the  Tribal  commu¬ 
nity.  In  between  rides  on  the  flying  swings, 

Ferris  wheel,  Tilt- A- Whirl  and  bumper  cars,  the 
crowd  heat  the  summer  heat  by  playing  on  the 
water  slides  and  in  the  paddle  boat  pool. 

A  disc  jockey  kept  the  beat  going  with 
the  Electric  Slide,  Limbo,  Hula  hoop  contest  and 
a  variety  of  other  activities.  Young  marksmen 
took  their  chances  at  the  game  booths  winning 
stuffed  animals  and  toys  by  tossing  rings,  throw¬ 
ing  balls  and  shooting  water  pistols.  As  always, 
the  jumping  harnesses  and  rock  climbing  wall 
were  a  big  hit  with  all  ages. 

As  the  day  came  to  an  end  and  darkness 
set  in,  partygoers  gathered  beside  the  ball  field 
for  a  spectacular  fireworks  display.  The  sky  was 
filled  with  as  many  as  three  and  four  explosions 
at  a  time,  transforming  the  heavens  into  a  color¬ 
ful  array.  Beginning  with  the  American  Flag  and 
ending  with  a  giant  alligator,  the  awesome  pres¬ 
entation  lasted  for  well  over  an  horn  and  brought 
raves  from  the  appreciative  audience.  Xime  for  the  «Electric  slide” 


111 


Immokalee 


Judy  Weeks 

Hortencia  Yzaguirre  shows  off  the  desserts. 


Dennis  Gonzales  carries  his  balloon  toy  to  the  top  of  the  water  slide. 


Susan  Extebarria 

Kids  line  up  for  the  gunnysack  race. 


Brighton’s  Fourth  of  July  Celebration 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Day-long  games  and  contests  started  on 
the  Fourth  of  July  with  a  5K  run  at  6 
a.m.  Not  even  midday  rain  and  thun¬ 
der  ruined  the  scheduled  events.  The 
parking  lot  was  full  and  young  fami¬ 
lies  and  elders  alike  were  having  a 
blast. 

The  fishing  contest  had  more 
participants  than  ever  but  unfortunate¬ 
ly  less  fish,  said  Happy  Jones.  Jones 
said  recent  lightening  storms  and 
downpours  passing  through  the  reser¬ 
vation  may  have  scared  off  the  fish 
from  many  of  the  favorite  fishing 
holes  on  this  rural  reservation. 

By  11:30  a.m.  those  who 
caught  fish  were  packed  under  the 
roof  of  the  small  pavilion  where  the 
weighing  station  was  located.  Jo 
Leigh  “Boogie”  Jumper  was  doing  the 
weighing  and  Dionne  Smedley  was 
keeping  score. 

The  tables  and  the  tent  set  up 
for  the  festivities  were  decorated  with 
red,  white  and  blue  balloons  and 
tablecloths  and  patriotic  floral 
arrangements.  A  table  with  T-shirts 
and  hats  was  manned  by  Noella 
O’Donnel  of  Council  Representative 
Roger  Smith’s  office.  His  new  assis¬ 
tant  was  smiling  and  welcoming  all 
who  came  by  to  get  their  shirts. 

Children  were  running  off  to 
the  carnival  rides  close  by  while  the 
adults  sat  in  the  shade  and  talked.  A 


toy  train  picked  up  kids  and  dropped  them  off  in  front  of  the  tent. 
An  ice  cream  truck  sat  out  in  the  field  and  it  always  seemed  there 
was  a  long  line  of  people  waiting 
for  their  ice  cream  cones. 

There  were  many  activi¬ 
ties  spread  out  across  three  ball 
fields.  Adult  games  and  children’s 
games  were  happening  simultane¬ 
ously.  Gunnysack  races,  one- 
legged  races  and  balloon  tosses  on 
one  of  the  fields  were  set  aside  just 
for  the  children.  It  was  a  busy 
place  of  laughter  and  squeals. 

Some  teenage  boys  played 
a  game  of  unofficial  basketball  not 
far  from  the  horseshoe  pits.  Under 
the  shade  of  the  trees,  teams  of  all 
ages  were  taking  turns  pitching  the 
horseshoes.  People  were  sitting  at 
picnic  tables  watching  the  contests 
until  about  2:30  p.m.  when  the  sky 
got  dark  and  everyone  ran  for 
cover. 

After  the  storms  passed, 
the  tug-of-war  and  the  pie  eating 
contest  took  place  as  well  as  the 
watermelon  roll.  Dionne  Smedley 
said  the  rains  cooled  the  air  just  in 
time  for  all  these  action  games. 

That  evening,  the  amazing 
fireworks  show  drew  hundreds  of 
people,  many  who  tailgated  on  the 
back  of  pick-up  trucks,  including 
residents  of  neighboring  towns. 


Susan  Extebarria 

Virginia  Tommie  holding  up  her  Fourth  of  July  T- 
shirt. 


Tyra  Baker  gets  an  ice  cream  cone  to  beat  the  summer  heat. 
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Council  Holds 
Meeting  in  BC 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Seminole 
Tribal  Council  met  for  a  regular  meeting 
on  July  23  on  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation.  They  passed  39  resolutions 
including: 

Resolution  19:  Grant  of  easement 
for  right-of-way  to  Tampa  Electric 
Company  for  Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino; 

Resolution  22:  Amendments  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  401(k)  Plan; 

Resolution  23:  Approval  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  amended  and 
restated  Supplemental  Executive 
Retirement  Plan; 

Resolution  24:  Amendment  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Seminole 
Indian  Casino  401(k)  Plan  effective  Jan.  1, 
2008; 

Resolution  25:  Purchase  of 
Apple®  computers  for  the  Brighton 
Charter  School; 


♦  See  COUNCIL,  page  3 


Board  Holds  First 
Meeting  With  New 
Representatives 

By  Elizabeth  Leiba  and  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The 

Seminole  Tribal  Board  of  Directors  met 
for  a  regular  meeting  on  July  27  on  the 
Hollywood  Reservation.  They  passed  six 
resolutions: 

Resolution  5:  Authority  to  apply 
for  beer  and  wine  sales  license  at  the  con¬ 
venience  store  located  on  the  Brighton 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  6:  Approval  of  offi¬ 
cials  authorized  to  conduct  business  with 
the  Office  of  Special  Trustee  for  American 
Indians; 

Resolution  7:  Amendment  to 
Resolution  BD-006-07; 

Resolution  8:  Approval  of 
authority  to  execute  documents  necessary 
to  receive  timber  funds  owed  to  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  from  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs; 

❖  See  BOARD,  page  2 


Jennifer  Chalfant  Crowned  2007- 
2008  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess 

Alicia  Nunez  Crowned  2007-2008 Jr.  Miss  Seminole 


Stephen  Galla 

Emcee  Moses  Jumper,  Jennifer  Chalfant,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Alicia  Nunez  and  President  Richard  Bowers. 
Please  see  pages  29-32  for  story  and  photos. 


Tamiami  Trail  Field  Office  Grand  Opening  Celebration 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

OCHOPEE,  Fla.  —  Tamiami 
Trail  community  members,  Tribal 
employees  and  friends  gathered  for  the 
grand  opening  of  the  Petties  Osceola  Sr. 
Trail  Field  Office  in  Ochopee,  Fla.  on 
Aug.  3.  The  event  was  hosted  and 
emceed  by  Trail  Tribal  Liaison  William 
Osceola  who  gave  the  crowd  a  warm 
welcome. 

“I’m  glad  you’re  here  today.  I’d 
like  to  welcome  you,”  said  William 
Osceola.  “It’s  really  great  that  you  made 
it  out  here  because  we’re  so  far  out.  You 


can  take  a  look  around  and  see  how 
we’re  living  out  here.” 

Osceola  introduced  his  staff 
members  as  well  as  Assistant  Director  of 
the  Housing  Department  James  Oleksak. 
Osceola’s  staff  is  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  Housing  Department  to  bring 
many  new  improvements  to  the  Trail 
Community. 

Osceola  explained  that  among 
the  planned  improvements  are  the  build¬ 
ing  of  two  story  homes  in  the  preserve 
for  community  members  as  well  as  a 
movie  room,  new  computers  and  tutor¬ 


ing  services  provided  after  school  for 
students. 

“Today  is  a  very  special  day 
because  we’ve  come  a  long  way,” 
remarked  Osceola. 

Oleksak  assured  the  community 
that  the  Housing  Department  is  there  to 
serve  all  their  needs  to  the  best  of  theft- 
ability. 

“I  want  you  to  know  we  are 
here  to  serve  you,”  he  said.  “One  of  the 
things  we  want  to  do  is  expand  the  num¬ 
ber  of  camps  that  are  available.” 

❖  See  TRAIL,  page  5 


Tribe  Donates  $25,000  to  Kyle  Petty’s 
Victory  Junction  Gang  Camp 


Motorcyclists  Celebrate  13th  Annual  Charity  Ride  Across  America 
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Kyle  Petty  and  Max  Osceola  hold  the  check  with  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  and  their  spouses  after  completing  the  charity  ride. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  the  after¬ 
noon  of  July  20,  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  roared  to  life,  welcoming 
a  motorcade  made  up  of  almost  300  cus¬ 
tom  touring  motorcycles  and  their  riders. 
Seminole  Paradise  signified  the  comple¬ 
tion  point  of  the  13  th  annual  Chick-fil-A® 
Kyle  Petty  Charity  Ride  Across  America. 


Hollywood,  Fla.  was  the  seventh  and  final 
stop  of  this  fund  raising  ride,  which  start¬ 
ed  out  2,600  miles  north  in  Bar  Harbor, 
Maine  on  July  14. 

Kyle  Petty  remains  one  of  the 
most  popular  NASCAR  drivers  and  is 
also  founder  of  the  ride;  he  is  the  son  of 
the  legendary  NASCAR  and  Hall  of  Fame 
driver  Richard  Petty.  The  Victory  Junction 


Gang  Camp,  founded  by  Kyle  and  wife 
Pattie  Petty,  is  dedicated  to  the  memory 
and  honor  of  their  son  Adam  Petty. 

Adam  was  a  fourth  generation 
NASCAR  driver  who  was  killed  in  May 
2000  in  a  tragic  practice  run  for  the 
NASCAR  Busch  Grand  National  Series 

❖  See  RIDE,  page  6 


Felix  DoBosz 

Max  Osceola  at  the  press  conference. 


New  Starting 
Location 
Revealed  for 
Winterfest 
Boat  Parade 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

FORT  LAUDERDALE  —  On  July 
26,  five  months  before  the  annual  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Winterfest  Boat  Parade  takes 
place  on  Dec.  15,  a  press  conference  was 
held  to  announce  its  relocation.  The  parade 
route  used  to  begin  at  Port  Everglades,  a  lim¬ 
ited  view  starting  point,  and  will  now  start  in 
Downtown  Ft.  Lauderdale  on  the  New  River 
at  the  Broward  Performing  Arts  Center. 

It  then  cruises  east  to  the 
Intracoastal  Waterway,  then  north  to  its  cus¬ 
tomary  destination  Santa  Barbara  Lake  in 
Pompano  Beach.  This  change  will  allow  an 
additional  estimated  250,000  spectators  to 
cheer  while  lined  up  on  both  sides  of  the  nar¬ 
row  New  River.  Home  owners,  condo  own¬ 
ers  and  guests  will  have  a  fantastic  view 
from  their  homes  and  balconies  as  well  as 
restaurants  and  hotels. 

This  year’s  boat  parade  should 
prove  to  be  the  best  ever  because  it  will  not 


❖  See  WINTERFEST,  page  5 


Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  Sweeps 
Region  with 
Rest  of  Awards 

Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Casino  Player 
magazine  editors  recently  announced  the 
2007  Best  of  Gaming  Awards,  which  are 
based  upon  reader  response.  The  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  secured  first 
place  for  Best  Overall  Hotel  Casino  and  Best 
Overall  Entertainment,  and  among  37  other 
first  place  awards,  two  second  place  awards 
and  one  third  place  award. 

The  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  swept  the  region  in  nearly  all  cate¬ 
gories  for  overall  hotel  casino,  entertainment 
and  dining. 

On  the  hospitality  side,  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  garnered  first  place  for  categories 
including  Best  Overall  Hotel  and  Best  VIP 
Services.  The  casino  was  named  Best 
Overall  Casino,  Trendiest  Casino,  Best  High 
Limit  Players  Lounge,  Best  High  Limit  Slot 
Area,  Most  Innovative  Slot  Floor  and  Most 
Frequented  Casino,  among  others. 

Entertainment  designations  include 
Best  Overall  Entertainment,  Best  Bar,  Best 
Pool  Area,  Best  Pool  Bar;  Best  Nightclub, 
Best  Place  to  Shop  and  more.  Council  Oak 
received  recognition  as  Best  Steakhouse  and 
for  its  Champagne  Brunch.  Several  Seminole 
Paradise  restaurants  won  accolades  in  cate¬ 
gories,  as  well. 

The  Best  of  Gaming  awards  are  tal¬ 
lied  in  more  than  a  dozen  different  regions 
around  the  country.  This  year,  more  than 
4,000  reader  responses  from  around  the 
country  were  received.  Now  in  its  12th  year, 
these  awards  are  widely  considered  the  con¬ 
sumer  standard  by  which  the  industry  is 
measured. 

“Gaming  may  be  expanding  in 
Florida,  but  our  readers  remain  loyal  to 
South  Florida’s  stunning  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  in  Hollywood  —  one 
of  the  highest-end,  amenity-driven  gaming 
resorts  on  the  East  Coast,”  said  Adam  Fine, 
Casino  Player  magazine’s  editor-in-chief. 
“The  property  is  definitely  in  a  class  of  its 
own.” 


❖  See  AWARDS,  page  26 
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Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Do  you  recognize  these  two  Seminole  elders?  See  the  next  issue  for  the  answer. 


❖  Board 

Continued  from  page  1 

Resolution  10:  Approval  of  Farm 
Service  Agency  program  documents  and 
delegation  of  signatory  authority  to 
President;  and 

Resolution  11:  Approval  of 
agreement  with  Exquisite  Car  Wash  to  be 
located  at  the  Hollywood  Trading  Post  at 
the  Hollywood  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation 

President  Richard  Bowers  said  he 


was  hopeful  after  presiding  over  his  first 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  meeting. 
Bowers  took  office  in  June. 

“Well,  we  got  off  to  a  slow  start;  I 
think  we  accomplished  what  we  had  set 
out  to  do  for  today,”  he  said.  “I  think  once 
a  new  administration  comes  in  it’s  just  like 
get  acquainted  type  atmosphere  and  so 
after  that  I  think  [the  Board  meetings]  will 
run  smoother.” 


Tribune  Submission  Form 

Attention  Seminole  tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The  Seminole 
Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information  provided 
below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call  The 
Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  4,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Our  fax 
number  is  (954)  965-2937.. 

Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

MOTHER:  _ 

FATHER:  _ 

CHILDREN:  _ 

GRANDPARENTS:  _ 

CLAN:  (OPTIONAL) _ 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  mailed  back  to  you, 
please  include  your  mailing  address. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  _ 

DATE:  _ 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  1260,  fax  (954)  967-3482,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  Florida  33024. 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  August  31,  2007 

Deadline:  August  15,  2007 

Issue:  September  21,  2007 

Deadline:  September  5,  2007 

Issue:  October  12,  2007 

Deadline:  September  26,  2007 

Issue:  November  2,  2007 

Deadline:  October  17,  2007 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 
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50th  Anniversary  Events  &  Activities 


The  staff  of  The  Seminole 
Tribune  is  proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  50th 
Anniversary  celebration  of  the  Tribe’s 
corporate  charter,  forming  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.,  and  constitution, 
officially  forming  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida. 

On  Aug.  21,  1957,  residents  of 
the  Dania  (now  Hollywood),  Big  Cypress 
and  Brighton  Reservations  voted,  and 
a  majority  showed  their  support  in 
favor  of  creating  these  two  docu¬ 
ments. 

On  Aug.  21,  2007,  we  hope 
that  all  Tribal  citizens  will  participate 
in  the  commemorative  events:  at  9 
a.m.  a  press  conference  will  be  held 
under  the  Council  Oak.  Then  at  11:30 
a.m.  a  luncheon/fashion  show  in  the 
south  parking  lot  of  the  Hollywood 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino,  parallel 
to  441.  Upon  registration,  special 
50th  Anniversary  gifts  will  be  handed 
out  to  Tribal  citizens  who  attend  the 
event.  Following  lunch  there  will  be  a 
2  p.m.  Theatrical  Production  in  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  Arena  in  Seminole 
Paradise. 

The  luncheon/fashion  show 
will  display  six  time  periods  of 
Seminole  clothing,  dating  back  to  the 
1800s,  with  Tribal  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  all  ages  showcasing  the  clothing. 

On  stage  under  a  30  foot 
Council  Oak  replica,  the  theatrical  pro- 


www.seminole50.com  and  fill  out  the 
RSVP  form.  Transportation  and  hotel 
accommodations  must  be  made  through 
each  Community  Representative. 

Because  this  historic  event  will 
fall  on  a  school  day,  the  Education 
Department  will  mailing  letters  to  each 
school  requesting  an  excused  absence  for 
the  day. 

Some  other  exciting  activities 
that  are  happening  in  addition  to  the 
listed  events  include,  the  sealing  of  the 
time  capsules  in  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  vault.  If  you  would  like  to 
participate  by  including  a  letter  or 
photo  in  your  reservations  time  cap¬ 
sule,  see  your  Community 
Representative.  Keep  in  mind  that 
space  is  limited  and  each  steel  capsule 
is  the  size  of  a  bank  tube. 

Community  Outreach 
Coordinator  Edna  McDuffie  is  putting 
together  a  5k  walk/run  in  Big  Cypress 
on  Aug.  17.  Registration  is  at  6:30  a.m. 
and  the  race  starts  at  7  a.m.  For  the 
location  please  call  (863)  983-5798. 

There  will  he  another  5k 
walk/run  for  the  Hollywood  communi¬ 
ty  in  Cooper  City  at  Brian  Piccolo 
Park.  The  park  is  located  at  9501 
Sheridan  Street.  Registration  is  at  6:30 
a.m.  and  the  race  starts  at  7  a.m.  For 
more  information  please  call  Tina 
Mennella  or  Brenda  Bordogna  at  (954) 
965-1300. 


duction  will  focus  on  many  aspects  of 
Seminole  hfe,  from  1800-2007,  and  will 
also  be  performed  by  Seminole  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens.  During  the  theatrical  production  a 
video  treatment  by  Seminole 
Broadcasting  will  feature  the  story  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  from  its  early 
history  through  the  20th  Century. 

Tribal  employees  are  welcome 


to  attend  the  second  viewing  of  the  the¬ 
atrical  production;  this  show  time  will  be 
announced  at  a  later  date. 

Tribal  citizens  are  requested  to 
RSVP  by  calling  (866)  625-5380  go  to 


Navajo  Prep  School  Shines 


[Editor ’s  Note:  Dr.  Dean  Chavers  is  director  of  Catching 
the  Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement 
organization  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments 
on  this  column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about 
Catching  the  Dream  grants.  His  e-mail  address  is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his 
own.  ©  Copyright  2007] 

By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

The  first  time  I  visited  Navajo  Preparatory  School  (NPS) 
20  years  ago,  I  was  less  than  impressed.  The  young  man  I  talked 
to  was  one  of  the  dorm  aides.  He  was  30  years  old  and  was  think¬ 
ing  about  going  back  to  college  again. 

He  had  been  to  college  two  or  three  times  before,  and 
would  drop  out  and  go  to  work.  This  time  he  was  thinking  about 
finishing  college  and  becoming  somebody.  He  asked  me  if  he 
could  apply  to  us  for  a  scholarship. 

“Sure,”  I  told  him.  “But  you  have  to  make  straight  A’s. 
Do  you  work  really  hard  at  college  when  you  go?” 

“No,”  he  said.  “I  don’t  work  hard.  No  one  ever  told  me 
before  that  I  have  to  get  straight  A’s.” 

“Well,  I’m  telling  you,”  I  said. 

And  I  have  told  several  thousand  other  Indian  students 
the  same  thing  ever  since. 

The  young  man  later  finished  college  and  today  is  some¬ 
body.  During  that  time,  NPS  has  also  changed  its  colors  and  has 
become  a  strong  symbol  of  hope  for  Indian  Country.  You  don’t 
have  to  be  Navajo  to  attend  the  school.  They  have  students  from 
the  Pueblos,  the  Utes,  the  Apaches  and  several  other  Tribes.  But 
their  mission  is  clear. 

They  are  in  business  to  produce  the  next  generation  of 
Navajo  leaders.  And  they  are  doing  a  bang-up  job.  Their  motto  is 
“Leading  into  the  Future.” 

It  was  called  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  when  I  first  vis¬ 
ited  it.  I  wanted  to  talk  to  the  headmaster  that  day,  but  he  was  not 
on  campus.  Several  people  told  me  later  that  he  might  have  been 
drinking.  He  was  not  setting  a  great  example  for  young  people. 

Then  15  years  ago  the  school  was  about  to  close.  The 
Methodists  had  started  it  in  Farmington,  N.M.  in  1880.  They,  like 
a  lot  of  other  denominations,  decided  to  get  out  of  the  “Indian 
business”  in  the  1970s  and  1980s. 

The  Lutherans,  the  Episcopalians,  the  Catholics  and 
some  other  denominations  either  got  out  of  the  “Indian  business” 
entirely  or  retrenched.  One  of  the  few  that  did  not  was  the 
American  Baptists,  who  still  support  Bacone  College  in 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

Peterson  Zah  was  the  president  of  the  Navajo  Nation  at 
the  time.  Within  a  few  years  they  decided  to  buy  the  Methodist 
Mission  and  turn  it  into  a  college  preparatory  school.  It  was  one 
of  the  wisest  decisions  the  Tribe  has  ever  made. 

The  Board  hired  Betty  Ojaye,  who  was  running  the 
Navajo  North  Central  Office,  to  head  the  school.  Except  for  a  few 
years  when  she  stepped  aside  to  run  the  development  office, 

Ojaye  has  remained  at  the  head  of  the  school. 

She  has  done  a  magnificent  job,  as  evidenced  by  these 
statistics:  More  than  90  percent  of  the  graduates  have  gone  on  to 
college  for  the  past  12  years;  In  two  of  the  past  four  years,  100 
percent  of  the  graduates  have  gone  on  to  college;  and  the  dropout 
rate  has  been  less  than  five  percent  for  more  than  a  decade. 


The  dean  of  instruction,  John  Tohtsoni  Jr.,  is  one  of  our 
CTD  graduates.  John  finished  at  Purdue  University  in  1994  with 
honors,  and  went  straight  to  NPS.  He  has  earned  his  master’s 
degree  in  education  from  the  University  of  Colorado  with  honors, 
attending  during  the  summers. 

We  inducted  him  as  a  new  board  member  of  Catching 
the  Dream  in  June. 

John  ran  the  Gifted  and  Talented  Education  (GATE)  pro¬ 
gram  at  NPS  for  the  past  decade.  He  brings  his  students  to  the 
Exemplary  Institute  that  we  run  each  April  in  Albuquerque,  and 
they  amaze  people  with  their  abilities.  John  lets  the  students  run 
the  workshops  they  do,  which  is  what  amazes  people. 

Getting  admitted  to  the  NPS  is  harder  than  getting  admit¬ 
ted  to  most  colleges.  The  school  draws  mainly  from  67  middle 
schools  around  the  reservation.  Students  have  to  apply,  submit  an 
essay,  go  through  a  series  of  interviews  and  visit  the  campus  to 
meet  people.  They  also  have  to  take  a  test  on  campus. 

When  they  are  admitted,  it  is  almost  a  guarantee  that 
they  will  be  graduated.  And  their  graduation  is  almost  a  guarantee 
that  they  will  enter  and  finish  college. 

Students  stay  on  campus  from  Sunday  night  until  Friday 
afternoon.  Then  buses  take  them  home  for  the  weekend.  The 
buses  pick  them  up  again  Sunday  afternoon  to  bring  them  back  to 
campus.  They  have  five  dorms  on  campus,  including  four  that  are 
brand  new. 

They  have  a  full  complement  of  activities  on  campus. 
Baseball,  football  and  basketball  are  the  big  sports.  Students  can 
also  play  on  track,  cross-country,  softball,  volleyball  and  golf 
teams.  They  also  have  a  variety  of  clubs  for  students  to  join,  from 
National  Honor  Society  to  the  American  Indian  Science  and 
Engineering  Society  and  the  Eagle  Marching  Band. 

They  also  offer  Navajo  language,  history  and  culture  to 
all  students.  Most  Navajo  students  take  advantage  of  these  cours¬ 
es,  while  few  of  the  non-Navajo  students  do. 

The  academic  counselor  is  Sandra  Westbrook,  who  has 
been  on  the  campus  for  several  years.  She  has  seen  the  college 
attendance  rate  go  from  90  to  100  percent  during  her  tenure.  CTD 
awarded  her  the  honor  of  Counselor  of  the  Year  this  past  April. 

Students  can  also  get  tutoring  and  counseling  at  any 
time.  They  can  go  all  the  way  through  pre-calculus  in  math  while 
they  are  there.  Most  colleges  require  calculus  for  science  and 
engineering  majors,  so  students  leave  fully  prepared  for  college. 
Sabrina  Hood,  dean  of  student  life,  oversees  a  comprehensive  sys¬ 
tem  of  dorm  life,  study  halls  and  other  services  to  make  sure  stu¬ 
dents  succeed. 

Kathy  Lee,  the  librarian,  oversees  a  library  of  more  than 
9,000  volumes,  enough  to  put  them  in  the  highest  category  with 
the  accrediting  agencies.  The  school  is  fully  accredited  by  the 
North  Central  Association.  The  Board  of  Trustees  is  small,  only 
five  members,  but  they  have  a  close  relationship  to  the  campus. 

NPS  is  clearly  a  role  model  for  Tribal  education  in  the 
U.S.  Other  Tribes  should  take  it  as  an  example  and  develop  then- 
own  prep  schools.  After  37  years  in  this  business,  I  have  my 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  other  schools  will  ever  change  to  put 
Indian  students  into  college. 

As  Bob  Brunette  from  Rosebud  used  to  say,  they  have 
been  discriminating  against  Indians  for  so  long  that  they  can’t  dis¬ 
criminate  in  favor  of  Indians. 


Letters  £  E-mail 


Dear  Editor, 

I  am  so  pleased  that  you  have 
branched  out  into  artist  (April  27  issue) 
and  book  reviews.  They  are  an  excellent 
addition  to  the  publication  Thank  you, 

Susan  Moore 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  doing  a  research  project  for 
my  nutrition  class  and  need  to  find  out  if 
there  are  any  foods  that  were  prohibited  in 
the  Seminole  Indian  culture.  Thank  you  for 
your  help.  Sincerely, 

Gabriela  Lombardi 

Dear  Ms.  Lombardi, 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in 
our  food  restrictions.  Given  the  eight  dif¬ 
ferent  clans  and  life-ways  of  the  Seminole 
people,  there  are  very  few  food  restric¬ 
tions  that  apply  to  each  Tribal  citizen ’s 
daily  life.  Some  examples  for  some  fami¬ 
lies  include  turkey,  mushrooms,  snake 
and  certain  birds. 

Sincerely, 

Tina  M.  Osceola 

Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

I  was  trying  to  do  some  recent 
research  on  something  called  the  Sweat 
Lodge  Ceremony.  Is  there  someone  in  the 
Seminole  Tribe  who  performs  this  ceremo¬ 


ny?  Or  was  that  tradition  not  part  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe? 

I  mean  no  disrespect  to  anyone  in 
the  Tribe  but  I  would  appreciate,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  some  information  on  this  ceremony. 

Respectfully, 

Hiraida  Garcia 

Dear  Ms.  Garcia, 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in 
native  ceremonies.  The  universally  known 
Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  is  not  traditional¬ 
ly  practiced  by  the  Seminole  people.  This 
ceremony  originates  from  the  Plains 
Tribes. 

You  may  wish  to  contact  the 
Smithsonian  Institute’s  National  Museum 
of  the  American  Indian  for  research 
opportunities. 

Sincerely, 

Tina  M.  Osceola 

Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

I  recently  read  an  article  in  The 
Miami  Herald  about  the  Tribe.  I  just  want¬ 
ed  to  tell  you  how  proud  you  all  should  be 
to  be  examples  to  all  of  great  humanity, 
helping  one  another  without  greed  and 
ensuring  everyone  has  success. 

Congratulations, 

Iieana  Varas 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 


Lester  Lee  Gopher  &  Arnie  Johns  Gopher 
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Resolution  37:  Sale  of  13.72  +/-  acres  of 
vacant  land  located  in  Mooresville,  N.C.  (STOF 
Holdings,  Ltd.,  as  seller); 

Resolution  38:  Ratification  of  letter  of  intent 
with  W.G.  Yates  &  Sons  Construction  Company  for 
design/build  contractor  for  the  parking  garage  at 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino-Tampa; 

Resolution  39:  Ratification  of  letter  of  intent 
with  Alliance  Contracting  Corporation  for  high  limit 
and  executive  offices  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino-Hollywood; 

Resolution  40:  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
election  to  participate  in  the  National  Sex  Offender 
Registry  and  Notification  System; 

Resolution  41:  Bronze  by  Cooley  contract 
for  the  completion  of  a  life-size  bronze  sculpture  of 
Rudy  Tiger  Osceola  with  panther; 


Resolution  42:  Approval  of  application  and 
agreement,  irrevocable  standby  letter  of  credit,  adden¬ 
dum,  and  security  agreement  for  irrevocable  standby 
letter  of  credit  with  Wachovia  Bank,  National 
Association  related  to  the  construction  of  improve¬ 
ments  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino-Tampa; 
limited  wavier  of  sovereign  immunity; 

Resolution  43:  Ha-Sho-Be  Golf,  L.L.C. 
Memorandum  of  Understanding; 

Resolution  44:  Landlord’s  lien  wavier, 
access  agreement  and  consent  with  respect  to  the  Hard 
Rock  Cafe  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino-Hollywood;  limited  wavier  of  sovereign 
immunity;  and 

Resolution  45:  Mediation  resolution  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  D/B/A  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino-Tampa  regarding  accessibility  to  TAD 
devices  facilitated  by  mediation  conducted  by  the  Key 
Bridge  Foundation. 


Board  Appoints  New  Land  Use  Director 


Tribal  Youth  With  ABig  Heart 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

Dr.  Seuss,  Native  American  Style 

‘Flight’ by  Sherman  Alexie 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  July  12,  the 
Tribal  Board  of  Directors  announced  that  they 
have  selected  a  new  Land  Use  Director.  His 
name  is  Marvin  Bowers,  40,  Snake  Clan.  Bowers 
is  a  Brighton  community  member  and  the  son  of 
Elsie  Bowers. 

In  his  new  position,  Bowers  will  be 
responsible  for  overseeing  14  employees  and  the 
department  budget.  The  Land  Use  office  is 
responsible  for  clearing  land  for  future  use  and 
maintaining  and  operating  heavy  equipment  and 
bringing  in  clean  fill  for  construction  projects. 

For  the  past  few  years  he  has  been 
working  primarily  in  Brighton,  also  for  the 
Board.  Bowers  has  three  years  of  experience 
with  the  water  resources  department  and  for  the 
past  four  years  has  worked  as  a  land  use  fore¬ 
man.  He  said  he  learned  a  lot  about  how  things 
run  and  was  always  ambitious  to  gain  as  much 
knowledge  about  all  the  various  operations  he 
performed  and  later  supervised  others  perform¬ 
ing. 

Bowers  started  working  for  the  Tribe 
when  he  was  just  19  years  old  in  the  old 
Brighton  Citrus  Grove  Program.  He  worked  for 
nine  and  a  half  years  operating  the  heavy  equip¬ 
ment,  water  pumps  and  big  trucks. 

“I  got  tired  of  that  and  started  my  own 
business  hauling  landscape  trees  for  my  transport 
truck  business  for  four  and  a  half  years,”  he  said. 
“Some  of  my  new  responsibilities  are  meeting 
new  contacts  to  make  sure  projects  are  main¬ 
tained  and  running  smoothly  and  on  schedule. 
This  was  my  goal  to  become  the  director  of  this 
department  and  bring  in  more  money  for  the 
Tribe.  We  are  here  to  serve  the  Tribe  as  much  as 
we  can  for  whatever  is  needed.” 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

MOORE  HAVEN  —  Skyler  Burke  is  a 
Tribal  youth  with  a  big  heart.  On  July  10,  the  Brighton 
resident  arrived  at  the  Glades  County  Courthouse  on  a 
mission. 


Skyler  Burke  and  Donna  Keen 


The  sixth  grader,  who  attends  Moore  Haven 
Elementary,  waited  in  the  hallway  with  her  mother, 
Connie  Haught,  to  enter  the  Glades  County  Tax 
Collector’s  office.  She  was  there  to  surprise  Donna 
Keen  who  works  for  the  county.  Keen  is  the  wife  of 
the  late  Doc  Keen,  a  highly  respected 
veterinarian  who  had  worked  with  the 
Seminole  Tribe  cattle  owners  for  many 
years. 

The  4-H  youngster,  who  was 
proudly  wearing  her  2006  green  and 
white  4-H  jacket,  had  to  wait  outside  the 
office,  and  out  of  sight,  for  a  good  while 
until  Keen  was  finished  waiting  on  a 
customer.  In  her  hand  she  held  a  check 
for  Keen. 

Burke’s  steer  was  sold  during 
the  Seminole  Tribe  Annual  4-H  Show 
and  Sale  in  March.  She  had  pledged 
$2,000  to  the  Doc  Keen  Scholarship 
Foundation  from  her  4-H  earnings. 

Burke  won  Reserve  Grand  Champion  at 
the  4-H  Show  and  Sale.  She  also  won  Jr. 
Showmanship.  Burke  had  pledged  the 
amount  then  but  she  didn’t  receive  the 
money  until  recently. 

When  Burke  and  her  mother 
finally  entered  the  office,  Keen  was 
taken  by  surprise.  She  was  so  happy  to 
see  the  young  girl  that  she  hugged  her. 
The  check  will  help  many  other  youth  go 
to  college,  she  said. 

Burke  said  she  knew  Doc  Keen. 
“He  helped  me  with  the  steer  and  when 
my  steer  was  sick,  he  gave  him  a  pre¬ 
scription.  He  was  really  a  good  guy  and 
when  he  died  I  was  sad,”  said  Burke 

Keen  was  very  touched  by  the 
gift.  “I  think  it  is  so  special  that  a  young 
girl  could  recognize  how  much  Doc 
loved  the  4-H  kids.  Doc  was  a  4-H 
leader  for  30  years  and  his  gravestone 
has  the  4-H  cloverleaf  emblem  on  it,” 
she  said. 

Doc  Keen  died  in  2006.  His 
wife,  Donna,  created  the  scholarship 
fund  in  his  name.  This  year  three  gradu¬ 
ating  seniors  received  $1,000  each  to 
help  with  their  college  educations.  One 
graduate  received  a  $500  scholarship  for 
trade  school. 

“On  behalf  of  the  scholarship 
committee  and  Doc’s  family  we  wish  to 
thank  Skyler  and  all  the  Tribal  members 
that  have  donated  so  generously  to  the 
Doc  Keen  Scholarship  Fund,”  said  Keen. 
She  added  that  Moses  Osceola,  prior 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  had 
bought  a  steer  at  the  Hendry  County  Fair 
for  $12,780  that  was  donated  to  the 
scholarship  fund  as  well  as  a  $50  add-on 
from  former  Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Paid  Bowers. 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

A  few  years  ago,  I  met  Sherman  Alexie  in 
Toronto  at  the  press  suite  where  the  young 
Spokane/Coeur  d’Alene  author  from  Seattle  was 
receiving  reporters.  I  had  prepared  questions,  but 
asked  none  of  them. 

We  talked  instead  about  life:  his  and  mine. 
Alexie  was  relaxed,  warm  and  unhurried,  every  bit 
as  charismatic  as  the  photos 
in  Esquire  and  on  book 
jackets.  I  asked  about  his 
pregnant  young  wife.  That 
was  when  his  eyes  darkened 
and  his  tone  changed.  He 
said  he  was  concerned 
about  bringing  a  baby  into 
such  a  cruel,  evil,  danger¬ 
ous  world.  Those  were  not 
his  words  exactly,  but  that 
is  what  he  more  or  less 
meant. 

I  don’t  have  my 
notes  from  that  meeting. 

His  demeanor  suggested 
Native  Americans  were 
doomed  to  a  life  of  struggle 
and  targets  for  racism.  He 
was  getting  angrier  as  he 
spoke.  I  wanted  to  hug  him. 

We  chatted  a  bit  longer  and 
then  with  a  well-meant 
thank  you,  I  hurried  out  into 
the  drizzly,  Lake  Ontario 
morning. 

What  I  recall  most 
was  a  young  man,  not  much 
older  than  my  own  son, 
who  was  scared. 

Recently,  I  read 
Flight,  Alexie’s  latest  book. 

The  first  word  that  came  to 
mind  as  I  read  was  forgive¬ 
ness,  only  because  a  writer 
had  used  the  word  in  a 
review  about  This  Business 
of  Fancy  Dancing,  Alexie’s 

first  book.  I  did  not  find  forgiveness  in  Alexie’s  ear¬ 
lier  works. 

I  did  find  a  young  man  trying  to  come  to 
grips  with  his  place  in  America  —  anger  and  pain 
were  the  dominant  emotions.  There  was  warmth 
and  laughter.  Native  people  are  family  people  and 
family  includes  all  our  friends.  Warmth  and  cama¬ 
raderie  keep  us  going.  All  these  feelings  were  still 
there  in  Flight,  but  this  story  is  about  metamorpho¬ 
sis. 

I  think  Alexie,  who  is  now  the  father  of 
two,  has  been  working  on  how  to  present  the  world 
to  his  children.  And,  following  in  the  steps  of  other 
seekers  of  truth  who  go  to  the  mountain,  Alexie 
went  to  his  personal  mountain  and  came  back  with 
this  book. 

The  main  character  in  Flight  is  an  alienat¬ 
ed  teenage  boy  whose  nickname  is  Zits.  He  is  an 
orphan,  half  Native-half  white,  plagued  by  that 


Flight 

By  Sherman  Alexie 
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of  Grove/Atlantic 
$13,  paperback  original 
200  pages 

Publication  date:  April  2007 
Reading  Group  Guide  Included 


teenage  nightmare,  acne,  and  suffering  abuse  and 
pain  at  every  turn  in  a  foster  care  system  filled  with 
predators  and  vultures.  The  boy  is  feisty,  smart  and 
streetwise. 

By  a  twist  of  fate,  he  finds  himself  trans¬ 
ported  back  in  time  to  the  Civil  Rights  era  on  a 
reservation  in  Idaho,  where  he  is  an  FBI  agent.  He 
and  his  partner  meet  two  Native  warriors  who  are 
informants  for  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Zits  witnesses  betrayal, 
cruelty  and  deceit.  He  also 
witnesses  love  and  kindness. 

Are  some  killings 
right  and  others  wrong,  he 
asks  himself?  What  defines 
good  and  evil  and  when  are 
they  different? 

“We  are  all  the 
same  people,”  Alexie  writes. 
“And  we  are  all  falling,” 

This  time-travel 
phenomenon  goes  on  as  Zits 
finds  himself  in  the  body  of  a 
mute  Indian  child  in  a  camp 
rejoicing  after  the  Battle  of 
Little  Bighorn.  Then,  after 
that  battle,  he  becomes  a 
crusty,  old  Indian  tracker  for 
the  U.S.  Army. 

Another  time  he 
inhabits  the  body  of  an  air¬ 
line  pilot  who  commits  sui¬ 
cide  after  betraying  his  wife, 
his  mistress,  and  his  country. 
Then  as  the  piece  de  resis¬ 
tance,  Zits  finds  himself  in 
the  body  of  drunken,  sick, 
broken  Indian  rummaging 
through  dumpsters  in  a 
Seattle  alley.  He  discovers  he 
is  in  the  body  of  his  long-lost 
father. 

The  word  betrayal 
comes  up  again  and  again; 
and  so  many  questions. 

When  are  cruelty,  deceit,  war,  lies  and  revenge 
acceptable?  These  puzzles  confront  the  astounded 
time  traveler  over  and  over.  “Is  revenge  a  circle 
inside  of  a  circle  inside  of  a  circle?”  he  writes. 

When  the  time  travel  journey  dumps  Zits 
back  in  the  lobby  of  the  Seattle  bank  where  he  start¬ 
ed  out,  with  two  loaded  guns,  ready  to  shoot  up  the 
place,  he  realizes  that  he  can  still  choose.  It  really  is 
about  choice  and  self-efficacy. 

I  think  Alexie  has  decided  that  darkness, 
racism,  violence  and  stupidity  will  always  be  out 
there;  but  love,  knowledge  and  family  will  always 
hold  back  the  night,  and  even  the  most  hideous 
toads  become  princes  in  a  loving  embrace. 

This  book  is  an  important  marker  on  the 
writer’s  personal  journey  as  a  man  and  I  believe 
that  it  is  a  gift  to  his  own,  and  to  all,  children.  The 
lessons  are  universal  and  told  through  the  eyes  of  a 
rambunctious,  vulnerable  and  very  believable 
teenage  boy,  who  swears  a  lot. 
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Cowboy  Happy  Juniper  wrangles  the  cattle  for  weigh  in  time. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

Shipping  of  this  year’s  calves  from  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  indi¬ 
vidual  and  corporate  herds  was  14  days  of  exhausting,  exhilarating  and 
sometimes  exciting  moments  as  a  new  system  for  weighing  cattle  was 
introduced. 

Approximately  5,000  head  of  cattle  were  rounded  up  from 
more  than  55  pastures  starting  July  16.  The  first  week  the  shipping 
took  place  at  Marsh  Pen  at  Brighton.  The  second  week  shipping  took 
place  from  Cow  Pen  at  Big  Cypress.  The  calves  were  loaded  into  semi¬ 
trailers  heading  for  feedlots  in  Nebraska,  Illinois,  Oklahoma,  Texas, 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  Each  semi-trailer  is  loaded  with  82  to  125 
head  of  cattle  depending  on  the  weights  of  the  cattle  loaded.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  82  calves  weighing  approximately  600 

pounds  will  fill  one  truck.  - 

Sold  at  record-high  prices  for  the 
third  year  in  a  row,  the  highest  priced  beef 
brought  $1.30  a  pound.  “Everything  we  sold 
this  year  was  over  a  dollar  a  pound,”  said 
Don  Robertson,  the  Tribe’s  Director  of 
Natural  Resources.  “The  Tribe’s  cattle  sell 
good  because  of  its  reputation.” 

Work  began  early  for  the  cattle 
crew,  rounding  up  cattle  at  daybreak.  The 
weather  was  hot  and  humid.  By  noon  you 

could  see  the  exhaustion  on  their  faces.  But  - 

the  day  continued  hour  after  hour  depending 

on  how  many  cattle  were  to  be  shipped  that  day.  A  normal  day  is  round 
up,  sorting  and  weighing  of  six  or  seven  herds  a  day.  Herd  sizes  vary. 


“There  have  been  some  beef 
recalls  lately  but  not  the 
Tribe’s  because  of  our  EID. 
Our  quality  is  really  high.” 

—  Cicero  Osceola 
BC  Board  Rep. 


“I  was  17  years  old  when  I  got  a  herd,”  she  recalled.  “Cattle 
owners  back  then  only  had  about  15  or  20  head  and  we  all  had  to  pay 
for  our  own  feed,  our  veterinarian  fees,  maintain  our  own  fences  and 
pastures,”  she  said. 

Later,  the  Cattle  and  Land  Operations  was  established  after 
the  Tribe’s  Board  of  Directors  formed  in  1957.  Today  the  Board  han¬ 
dles  most  of  the  cattle  management.  Tribal  cattle  owners  still  pay 
fees  out  of  their  profits  but  for  the  most  part  they  do  not  personally 
have  to  repair  fences,  manage  the  grasses,  care  for  the  herds  when 
sick,  and  do  the  endless  amount  of  government  and  regulatory  paper¬ 
work  involved  in  the  cattle  industry. 

“We  had  more  cattle  owners  back  then  than  we  do  now  but 
some  sold  out,”  said  Billie.  She  said  that  it 
-  was  hard  work  for  many  and  not  as  prof¬ 
itable  in  the  beginning.  “We  would  earn 
about  a  $100  per  head.” 

Billie  said  she  worked  right  along 
with  the  men  patching  fences  and  she  earned 
$13  a  day.  Today,  her  daughter,  Emma 
Urbina,  is  one  of  the  few  cowgirls  who 
works  with  the  cattle  in  the  pens  during 
shipping  days. 

Billie  sat  under  the  chickee  during 
the  early  morning  and  through  the  lunch. 

She  enjoyed  talking  about  the  way  it  was  at 
Brighton  in  the  ‘40s  and  ‘50s  when  she  was 

growing  up. 

“There  was  no  water;  no  electricity  at  our  camp,”  Billie 


Alex  Johns,  assistant  director  of  Natural  Resources,  supervises  recalled.  She  said  it  was  a  big  deal  for  her  family,  who  resided  at 


the  cattle  foreman,  and  two  full-time  cowboys  throughout  the  year.  But 
during  the  round  up  this  year  there  were  an  additional  14  cowhands 
hired  just  for  this  special  time.  There  was  regular  staff  from  the  Natural 
Resources  Department  working  at  the  cow  pens  instead  of  in  cool  air- 
conditioned  offices. 

“The  shipping  at  Brighton  went  faster  and  smoothly,”  said 
Leoma  Simmons,  office  manager  of  the  Cattle  and  Land  Operations. 
Simmons  tallied  the  weights  on  a  computer.  She  said  the  remodeled 
pens  at  Brighton  are  much  easier  to  work  at  now  since  they  are  no 
longer  sitting  out  in  the  direct  sun. 

A  new  system  was  used  for  the  first  time  at  Brighton.  It  is  an 
electronic  weighing  of  each  individual  calf  that  saves  many  hours  in 
the  shipping  process.  The  calves  are  fattened  up  and  finally  weighed  in 
July  when  they  are  shipped  to  the  buyer. 

In  the  past,  calves  were  weighed  by  manually  adjusting 
weights  on  a  scale  (much  like  humans  are  weighed  in  a  doctor’s 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Don  Robertson,  Natural  Resources  director,  shows  the  old  manual 
scale  at  Big  Cypress  next  to  the  new  electronic  scale. 


office).  The  weighing  process  now  works  with  the  Tribe’s  electronic 
identification  (EID)  of  each  cow  with  a  chip  in  its  ear  that  enables  pre¬ 
cise  record  keeping.  The  “pay  weight”  was  automatically  transferred  to 
a  computer  when  a  calf  was  corralled  onto  a  scale.  Each  calf  was  on 
the  scale  and  off  in  seconds  then  loaded  onto  the  truck.  Pay  weight  is 
what  each  calf  brings  after  it  was  sold  at  a  certain  price  per  pound  in 
March. 

“You  see  that  little  scale  I  was  working  on?”  said  Johns.  “This 
was  the  first  year  we  actually  scanned,  sorted  and  weighed  all  our  cat¬ 
tle  with  EID.  We  automated  the  entire  system.  Last  year,  and  years 
before,  all  the  cattle  had  to  go  to  a  big  scale  and  were  hand-tallied.” 

That  was  the  old  way  of  doing  it,  he  said.  This  year  the  pay 
weights  were  gathered  through  electronic  weighing  and  he  said  in  one 
week  at  Brighton  they  saved  $8,000  dollars  in  weight  alone  just  due  to 
less  shrinkage.  “The  calves  didn’t  have  to  he  handled  as  often  as  they 
were  in  the  past,”  he  said. 

Instead,  they  were  just  pushed  through  quickly  one  at  a  time. 

In  prior  years  he  said  the  calves  were  losing  about  a  half  percent  of 
their  weight  by  the  time  they  were  sorted  into  groups  of  five  or  six  and 
then  weighed  on  a  big  scale. 

At  Big  Cypress,  the  calves  were  still  weighed  five  or  six  at  a 
time,  as  in  the  past.  But,  the  electronic  weighing  was  used  there  instead  high  quality  herds. 


Micco  Camp,  when  they  were  able  to  buy  a  Coleman  lantern  for 
light. 

Billie  was  a  very  active  member  of  the  Tribe.  She  worked  as 
manager  of  the  Tribal  store  at  Brighton  and  was  a  council  representa¬ 
tive  for  four  terms.  She  helped  start  the  first  field  days  at  Brighton, 
and  she  was  involved  in  4-H  when  the  only  animals  they  raised  were 
chickens. 

“We  took  turns  going  to  feed 
them,”  she  remembered.  She  attended 
many  meetings  about  starting  casinos 
but  she  has  mostly  retired  now.  “I 
stick  with  my  cattle  now,  nothing 
else,”  she  said. 

At  Big  Cypress  another  of 
the  women  cattle  owners  was  present 
at  the  shipping  pens  on  July  24.  Mary 
Tigertail  has  owned  her  own  herds 
for  20  years  and  was  the  first 
woman  there  to  own  a  herd.  Today 
she  is  the  president  of  the  Big 
Cypress  Cattle  Committee.  She 
said  her  pastures  were  once  farm¬ 
land  where  peppers  were  grown. 

Fertilizing  the  pastures  has  resulted 
in  better  grass. 

“When  it  was  dry  we  used 
to  buy  hay,  but  now  the  pasture  is 
a  lot  better  than  when  I  first  start¬ 
ed,”  she  said. 

Tigertail  believes  the 
Tribe  should  always  invest  in  the 
cattle  industry.  “It’s  our  history. 

When  we  didn’t  have  what  we 
have  now,  we  always  had  our  cat¬ 
tle,”  she  stated.  “It  helped  us  make 
it  through  thick  or  thin.  It  was  the 
Tribe’s  survival.  The  cattle  will 
always  be  here.  Money  and  casinos 
are  fine  but  that  is  not  our  history.” 

Another  cattle  owner,  Big 
Cypress  Board  Representative 
Cicero  Osceola,  was  also  present. 

He  is  enthusiastic  about  the  future 
~~  of  the  cattle  industry. 

“With  the  new  EID  pro¬ 
gram  it  is  going  to  open  a  lot  of  doors 
and  expand  our  beef  market,  maybe 
selling  it  to  the  Hard  Rock  chain,”  he 
said.  “There  have  been  some  beef 
recalls  lately  but  not  the  Tribe’s 
because  of  our  EID.  Our  quality  is 
really  high.” 

President  Richard  Bowers 
showed  up  just  before  noon  after  the 
rounding  up  of  cattle  on  his  ranch. 

Asked  if  he  was  very  busy  now  after 
his  election  to  the  Board,  he  joked.  “I 
am  very  busy.  This  is  actually  a  vaca¬ 
tion  day.  Working  the  herd  is  like  my 
day  off.” 

Bowers  said  the  Tribe  is 
making  money  with  cattle  and  will 
continue  to  make  more  money. 

Robertson  asserted  that  the  pastures, 
fertilizer  and  extreme  care  given  to 
the  cattle  all  contribute  to  the  Tribe’s 


FAST  FOOD:  From  the  pen  to  your  plate. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

(L-R)  Pedro  Zepeda  and  Mary  Tigertail  get  a  demonstration  from  Leoma 
Simmons  on  how  the  new  scale  works. 


of  the  manual  weights,  which  reduced  the  time.  Next  year  the  new  sys¬ 
tem  of  weighing  one  calf  at  a  time  will  also  be  used  at  Big  Cypress. 

Brighton  was  a  trial  run  this  year  that  paid  off  for  them. 

The  shipping  days  are  one  of  the  major  events  of  the  year  in 
which  all  the  cattle  owners  participate.  They  assist  with  the  round  up  of  about  the  carcass  and  we’ve  made 
their  herds  and  separating  calves  that  have  been  sold.  The  cattle  owners  changes.  The  EID  program  is  vital  to 
whose  herds  are  being  shipped  have  the  special  tradition  of  supplying 
bountiful  lunch  that  day  for  all  the  workers. 

One  cattle  rancher  who  was  present  at  the  July  17  round  up 
was  69-year-old  Rosie  Billie  of  Brighton.  She  can  identify  with  the 
labor  of  the  shipping  days. 


“The  calves  surprised  us 
after  the  drought.  They  are  looking 
good  and  weighing  heavy,”  said 
Robertson.  “We  are  getting  data  back 


us.  It  tells  us  what  kind  of  bulls  to 
buy  and  we  are  buying  bulls  with 
really  good  carcass,  high  in  marbling 
scores.  The  Tribe’s  cattle  is  U.S. 
Prime  Choice.” 


PRESENTS: 

upcoming 

CATTLE  RANCHING  EXHIBIT 


if  you  have  famiy  merPSTBEHlia:  or  stones  to  toll  Chat  folate  to  the 
Semirale  Cade  Ranching  industry  please  contact ; 
IWMhMrW 

Curator  OonttfHHii,  Ah-1  nh-Thfrtfl 

misInJifcakJradtf  Mmfrlba.ECim 

1 90M 1 1 1  L*T. 

to  anartg*  ft*  a  met&frg  to  discuss  tne  possibility  or  loaning  your  items 
tor  the  edub*. 
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Broadcasting  workshop  participants:  Joseph  Santiago,  Tampa;  Jason  Dodd,  Hollywood;  Darwin  Cypress, 
Big  Cypress;  Deandra  Tiger,  Hollywood;  Shelli  Mae  Osceola,  Hollywood;  Jesse  Mitchell,  Hollywood  and 
Brittany  Huff,  Big  Cypress. 


Seminole  Youth  Explore  Careers  in 
Broadcasting  at  Workshop 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Danny 
Jumper  wants  Seminole  youth  to  know  that 
broadcasting  can  be  a  fun  and  rewarding 
career.  Jumper,  director  of  the  Seminole 
Broadcasting  Department,  hosted  a  week- 
long  workshop  designed  to  introduce 
young  Tribal  citizens  to  the  possibilities  of 
a  career  in  broadcasting. 

The  Seminole  Broadcasting  Youth 
Video  Production  Workshop  2007  kicked 
off  on  July  23.  Topics  included  an 
overview  of  broadcasting  careers,  hands-on 
training  in  videography,  editing  and  audio, 
and  an  opportunity  for  students  to  produce 
their  own  five  minute  video  with  help  from 
Seminole  Broadcasting  staff. 

Jumper  saw  this  as  an  opportunity 
to  get  younger  people  interested  in  the 
field  of  broadcasting.  Fourteen  years  ago, 
he  began  the  department  with  little  experi¬ 
ence  and  a  small  budget.  When  Chairman 
Cypress  decided  to  expand  the  department 
and  its  functions,  Jumper  went  to  work, 
hiring  Tribal  citizens  and  providing  them 
with  on-the-job  training. 

“There  was  a  need  14  years  ago,” 
said  Jumper.  “It  was  hard  to  find  people 
with  a  background  in  broadcasting.” 

Jumper  said  he  hopes  to  hold  this 
event  each  year  and  encourages  Seminole 
youth  to  get  involved. 

“Even  if  we  have  one  person  get 
into  broadcasting,  then  my  feeling  is  we 
have  accomplished  the  intent  of  the  work¬ 
shop,”  he  said. 

During  the  workshop,  Jumper 
stressed  good  work  habits  and  profession¬ 
alism.  Participants  were  held  to  high  stan¬ 
dards  with  a  full  week  of  eight  hour  days. 
Sessions  were  led  by  Seminole  broadcast¬ 
ing  staff  members,  who  have  worked  in 
professional  media  outlets  nationwide. 

Students  were  divided  into  two 
teams  of  four  and  asked  to  develop  a 
video.  They  were  free  to  express  their  cre¬ 
ativity  and  were  guided  by  staff  on  all 
aspects  of  pre-production,  which  included 
story  development  and  location  scouting. 
They  also  experienced  what  goes  on  during 
production,  where  they  learned  camera 
operation  and  composition,  and  post-pro¬ 
duction,  for  editing,  audio  effects  and 
more. 

The  seven  students:  Darwin 
Cypress,  Jason  Dodd,  Brittany  Huff,  Jesse 
Mitchell,  Shelli  Mae  Osceola,  Joseph 
Santiago  and  Deandra  Tiger,  all  said  they 
liked  participating  in  the  weeklong  event. 

“It  wasn’t  exactly  like  I  thought  it 
would  be,”  explained  Deandra  Tiger,  14, 
from  the  Hollywood  Reservation.  “I 
thought  it  would  be  boring  at  first,  but  I 
met  new  people  and  it  was  really  fun.” 

The  week  culminated  in  a  dinner 
at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 

Casino.  Family  and  friends  were  present  to 
celebrate  the  accomplishments  of  the  bud¬ 
ding  broadcasting  professionals,  and  had 
an  opportunity  to  view  the  videos  they 


In  this  scene  Jason  Dodd  is  a  hitman,  Shelli  Osceola  and 
Joseph  Santiago  give  him  his  assignment  and  tools  to  complete 
the  job. 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Seminole  Broadcasting 


Broadcasting  employee  Roberta  Schicchi  assists  the  new  crew 
in  editing  The  Pizza  Parlor  video  creation. 


AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIN!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

•  Neck  Pain 
•Lower  Back  Plain 

•  Headaches 
•Leg  fir  Arm  Pain  ^ 

•Joint  Pain 

•  Muscle  Pain 

We  accept  your  insurance  plan,  PPO  s, 

POS,  Medicare,  Auto  Insurance. 


SPINAL 


SC  CONSULTATION 
TO  ALL  TKIHA1  CITIZENS 


AND  EMPLOYEES 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr*  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10830  Fines  Blvd*  ■  Pembroke  Fines 
{954)  432 '5006 

I  < Located  nest  In  Italy's  teym  in  Lhc  Datianu  fireerc  plain. j 


*  Winterfest 

Continued  from  page  1 

start  in  the  limited- view  Port  Everglades.  The 
new  route  will  provide  an  abundance  of  viewer 
vantage  points  that  will  allow  cheering  fans  to  be 
much  closer  and  participate  in  the  holiday  light 
spectacle  on  the  water. 

Lisa  Scott  Founds,  president  and  CEO 
of  Winterfest,  Inc.  welcomed  everyone  with  great 
excitement  to  the  afternoon  press  conference.  She 
explained  the  plan  to  expand  the  boat  parade 
route  by  changing  the  starting  place  to  down¬ 
town,  which  will  allow  for  greater  viewership 
and  greater  audience  participation. 

Founds  then  introduced  invited  guest 
speakers  and  dignitaries.  Each  spent  a  few  min¬ 
utes  on  the  podium  explaining  how  excited  they 
are  about  the  change  in  the  parade  route.  Many 
also  discussed  the  positive  impact  this  will  have 
on  ringing  South  Florida  cash  registers.  It  trans¬ 
lates  into  millions  more  dollars  and  increased 
revenue  flow  for  the  local  economy. 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative 
Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  and  Seminole  Gaming  CEO  James 
Allen  attended  the  press  conference. 

“You  know  Ft.  Lauderdale  is  known  as  the 
‘Venice  of  the  United  States’  and  historically 
Seminoles  used  waterways,”  Osceola  said,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Tribe.  “I  can  remember  my  elders 
telling  me  that  they  used  to  go  canoe  down  the  New 
River.  They  would  bring  the  furs,  or  whatever  they 
wanted  to  trade  to  the  original  Downtown  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  which  was  the  Stranahan  House.  So  this 
was  our  downtown,  and  this  is  where  the  history  of  the 
Tribe  began  and  the  history  of  Ft.  Lauderdale. 

“So  we  must  remember  this,  and  when  we 
pass  by  the  Stranahan  House  we’re  going  to  wave 
because  a  long  time  ago  they  took  care  of  us,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “Now,  today,  we’ve  been  blessed.  We’re  able 
to  be  this  year’s  sponsor  not  because  we  have  to,  but 
because  we  want  to.  Thank  you  for  coming  here  and 
during  the  parade  we  need  you  on  the  shore;  we  need 
you  on  the  boat;  we  need  you  waving  and  we  need 


Felix  DoBosz 


Three  generations  of  the  Holland  family  pose  in  their  Toy 
Soldier  uniforms. 


you  here.” 

At  a  later  interview  with  WSVN-TV  reporter 
Nicole  Linsalada,  Osceola  said:  “Our  ancestors  trav¬ 
eled  down  the  New  River  in  canoes,  and  now  we  will 
be  traveling  down  the  River  on  yachts.  Isn’t  it  cool?” 

Lined  up  and  on  hand  smiling  to  meet  and 
greet  the  guests  were  the  famous  Holland  Family 
Soldiers.  The  family  has  participated  in  Winterfest 
parades,  dressed  as  toy  soldiers,  for  more  than  30 
years.  Each  year  the  soldiers  get  shot  by  a  cannon  to 
the  great  delight  of  the  cheering  crowds  along  the 
shore. 

This  will  mark  the  36th  year  of  the  parade 
and  the  theme  is  Magical  Movie  Moments.  Spectators 
should  be  on  the  lookout  for  re-creations  of  scenes 
from  classic  Hollywood  films  on  the  boat  decks. 

The  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Winterfest  Boat 
Parade  is  billed  as  the  seventh  largest  spectator  event 
in  the  country  and  Top  20  parade  in  the  world,  accord¬ 
ing  to  www.winterfestparade.com.  Billed  as  a  Rock 
and  Roll  Fanta-Sea,  the  new  slogan  for  Winterfest  is 
“New  River,  New  Direction,  Same  Tradition.” 


Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Broward  County  Tourist  Development 
Council  Chair  Nicki  Grossman  and  Seminole  Gaming  CEO  James  Allen  pose  in  front  of  the  Oscar®  statue. 


❖  Trail 
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Oleksak  explained  that  the  housing 
department  has  300  homes  in  the  process  of  being 
constructed  and  200  that  are  in  the  initial  plan¬ 
ning  stages.  There 
will  also  be  a  need 
to  build  100  new 
homes  across  the 
reservations  to  serve 
the  needs  of  the 
Seminole  children 
who  are  becoming 
adults. 

Tribal 

Secretary  Priscilla 
Sayen  mused  about 
how  much  the  com¬ 
munity  has  changed 
since  her  days  work¬ 
ing  for  the  U.S. 

Health  Department 
in  the  late  60s.  She 
remembered  that  at 
that  time,  all  that 
was  provided  for  the 
community  was  an 
outhouse,  a  bath¬ 
house  and  septic 
tanks.  There  was 
also  no  readily 
accessible  healthcare 
for  community 
members. 

“We  have 
come  a  long,  long 
way,”  Sayen  said. 


“We,  as  a  Tribe,  as  Seminole  people  and 
Miccosukee  people  should  be  proud  of  what  we 
have  accomplished. 

This  event  was  also  an  opportunity  for 
attendees  to  witness  the  first  official  event  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  newly  crowned  Miss  Seminole  and 
Junior  Miss  Seminole.  Osceola  observed  that 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

Trail  Liaison  William  Osceola  addresses  the  gathering. 


more  princesses  are 
needed  from  the  Trial 
community,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  Miss  Seminole 
from  the  2006  -  2007 
year  was  Brittany 
Yescas,  an  Ochopee 
resident.  He  encour¬ 
aged  young  women 
from  the  community  to 
participate  in  upcom¬ 
ing  pageants  and  repre¬ 
sent  the  Trial  commu¬ 
nity. 

In  closing, 

Osceola  remarked  that 
the  Seminole  Tribe  has 
come  so  far  in  50  years 
and  accomplished  so 
much  in  such  a  short 
time. 

“Today  is  a 
great  day  to  be 
Seminole,”  he  said. 
“It’s  fantastic.” 
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Felix  DoBosz 

Riding  down  State  Road  7,  the  300  bikers  who  participated  in  the  13th  annual  Chick-fil-A®  Kyle  Petty  Charity  Ride  Across  America  head  toward  their  final  destination,  Seminole  Paradise. 


❖  Ride 
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race  in  New  Hampshire.  In  honor  of  his  son,  Kyle 
changed  his  car  number  to  #45,  his  son  Adam’s  num¬ 
ber.  When  he  races  in  the  NASCAR  circuit  he  drives 
the  #45  Marathon  Petroleum  Company  Dodge  Charger 
for  Petty  Enterprises. 

Kyle  Petty  combined  his  love  of  motorcycles 
with  his  deep  compassion  to  help  people  when  he 
opened  the  Victory  Junction  Gang  Camp  on  72  acres 
of  land  in  Randleman,  N.C.  The  camp  “enriches  the 
lives  of  children  with  chronic  medical  conditions  or 


The  Chick-fd-A®  Kyle  Petty  Charity 
Ride  Across  America  collects  donations  from 
sponsors,  business  and  ordinary  people  along  the 
way.  Generous  Americans,  families  and  kids  line 
the  roadway  from  town  to  town  donating  money 
for  this  worthy  cause,  as  the  motorcade  parades 
down  the  main  streets  of  their  town. 

Now  in  its  13th  year,  the  ride  has  logged 
more  than  45,000  miles,  more  than  5,350  riders 
have  gone  on  the  ride  and  they  have  donated  more 
than  $9  million  to  charity.  Some  of  the  big  name 
celebrities  on  the  ride  were:  Harry  Gant,  retired 
Winston  Cup  champion;  Steve  Park,  NASCAR 
driver;  Herschel  Walker,  former  professional  foot¬ 
ball  player,  Niki  Taylor,  model  and  Burney  Lamar, 
NASCAR  driver. 

Tribal  citizens  joining 
Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola 
Jr.  on  the  long  charity  ride  were 
Joe  Osceola  Jr.,  Vince  Micco, 
Loretta  Micco,  Barbara  Butera, 
Chris  Osceola,  Alicia  Micco  and 
Tina  Lacey. 

Max  Osceola  welcomed 
all  the  riders  to  “Paradise”  at  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  before  presenting  Kyle 
Petty  with  a  donation  check. 

“About  50  years  ago  we 
were  rich,  we  just  didn’t  have 
any  money,”  he  said.  “We  were 
rich  in  what  was  important;  we 
were  rich  in  family,  culture  and 
history.  So  we’ve  been  blessed 
and  now  we’re  blessed  economi¬ 
cally.” 

“There  is  a  saying:  ‘You 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hollywood  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  presenting  Kyle  Petty  (L)  with  an  electric  guitar  featuring  the  event  logos. 


(L-R)  Chris  Osceola,  George  Flannigan,  director  of  the  Country 
Music  Award  Video  of  the  Year,  Steve  Park,  NASCAR  Driver  and 
Jeff  Kelderman  of  Kelderman  Air  Ride  systems  participated  in  the 


can’t  buy  happiness,’  ”  he  continued. 
“Well,  every  rider  here  brought  hap¬ 
piness  for  all  the  children  at  Victory 
Junction  and  that  deserves  a  big 
round  of  applause.  So  to  help  the 
cause,  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
wants  to  give  Victory  Junction 


serious  illnesses  by  providing  life  changing  camping 
experiences  that  are  exciting,  fun  and  empowering,  in 


[camp]  a  check  for  $25,000. 

Kyle  Petty  said,  “God  bless  you  guys  and  _  _  _ 

thank  you  guys  for  all  y’all  did  this  year.  We  are  richer  afflictions  can feeTnormai. 


crowd  with  some  famous  classic  rock  riffs  while  peo¬ 
ple  enjoyed  catered  food  from  the  Renegade  Barbeque 
Company. 

When  asked  how  the  ride  went,  Max  Osceola 
said,  “It  was  awesome,  it  was 
tiring  but  it  was  fun  and  it’s 
for  a  good  cause.  The 
$25,000  donation  goes  for  the 
Victory  Junction  Camp  for 
the  chronically  ill  or  termi¬ 
nally  ill  children  that  have 


Petty  said  he  hasn’t  even  begun  to  plan  yet. 

To  learn  more  about  this  charity  and  make  a 
contribution  please  visit  www.victoryjrmction.org  or 
call  (877)  VJG-CAMP. 


safe  and  medically  sound  environment,  according  to  today  and  blessed  more  today  to  be  here  on  this  stage 


www.  victory)  rmction.org . 

The  $34  million  facility  features  an  auto  rac¬ 
ing  architectural  theme  and  includes  more  than  44 
buildings.  More  than  4,400  eligible  children  have 
attended  the  10  week  camp  since  its  opening  in  June 
2004.  Children  attend  the  camp  free  of  charge  thanks 
to  the  ongoing  financial  support  of  the  charity  ride, 
corporate  sponsors,  foundations  and  generous  donors. 


with  this  fine  group  of  folks.’ 

In  the  more  appropriate  Hard  Rock  tradition, 
Max  Osceola  was  happy  to  present  Kyle  Petty  with 
shiny  new  electric  guitar  to  wild  cheers  and  applause 


from  the  audience.  It  featured  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Qffls  Osceola 


'This  ride  is 
extremely  well  organized  all 
the  way  down  to  the  hour  on 
everything  we  did,”  said 
Tribal  citizen  and  participant 


and  the  Kyle  Petty  Charity  Ride  logos. 

Following  this,  Grammy  and  Nammy  award 
winning  rock  musician  Micki  Free  serenaded  the 


When  asked  where 
he  thinks  the  charity  ride  will 
be  headed  through  next  year, 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hard  Rock/Kyle  Petty  T-shirts  were  given  to  particpants. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Model  Niki  Taylor,  who  participated  in  the  ride,  on  a  2007  Victory. 


Miss  Seminole  2006-2007  Brittany  Yescas  and  Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 

CRIMINAL  LAW 

Handling  Criminal  Cases  Acwss  Florida  For  Ch  er  20  Yeats 1 


Law  Office  of  Scott  H.  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561 )  689-3625 
Fax:  (561}  686-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@beHsoutb.net 


Domestic  Cars 
Foreign  Cars 


954-522-4165 
Fax  954-527-0211 


Ramsey  Paint  &  Body  Inc, 

CLN269 

Same  Location  Since  1964 
CHIEF-EZ-LINER 

Tlie  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

209  S.W.  15th  Street  *  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33215 
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Poetry  Slams,  Performances,  and  the  Triumphs  of  the  Poet 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

DELRAY  BEACH,  Fla.  —  More  than  any¬ 
thing  else,  Renda  Writer,  demands  to  be  thought  of  as 
a  poet.  Truth  is,  this  poet’s  one-man  revolution  has 
brought  about  a  sweeping  change  on  the  entire  South 
Florida  spoken  word  scene. 

Writer  possesses  a  virtual  arsenal  of  cre¬ 
ativity,  organizational  and  administrative  skills. 

These  include:  creating  numerous  poetry  and  spo¬ 
ken  word  events,  music-related  freelance  writing, 
acting,  producing,  directing,  and  writing  for  film, 
recording  an  experimental  hip-hop  based  poetry 
album  entitled,  “Eclectic  Poetic,”  working  with 
local  schools  and  community  organizers  in  a  suc¬ 
cessful  bid  to  create  a  wider  audience  for  poetry, 
and  more. 

Writer  stated:  “First  and  foremost,  I’m  a 
poet.  That’s  how  I  really  see  myself.” 

With  the  production  of  his  new  CD, 
“Workaholic,”  which  is  still  in  the  process  of 
being  recorded,  listeners  and  connoisseurs  of  the 
current  spoken  word  clamor  will  be  sure  to  expe¬ 
rience  an  obvious  break  from  the  past. 

I  interviewed  the  poet  recently  at 
Kevro’s  Gallery,  Studio  and  Art  Bar  in 
Downtown  Delray  Beach,  Fla.  Deb  Sullivan  and 
Kevin  Rouse,  friends  of  Writer  and  gallery  own¬ 
ers,  generously  opened  their  doors  for  us  prior  to 
business  hours,  specifically  for  purpose  of  the 
interview  and  photographs. 

Writer  is  trim,  resolved,  with  black  hair 
and  a  serious,  purposeful  attitude.  He’s  28  and  I 
found  his  conduct  to  be  meticulous,  direct  and  to 
the  point.  His  self-professed  label  of  “worka¬ 
holic”  is  well-placed. 

He’s  busy  most  of  the  time,  almost 
every  night,  with  planning,  organizing,  promot¬ 
ing,  and  hosting  poetry  and  spoken-word  events. 

Make  no  mistake  about  it,  he  is  well-entrenched 
in  the  creative  life  of  South  Florida;  and  he  is 
ever-insightful,  informative,  intelligent,  “quick- 
on-his-feet”  and  involved.  _ 

Writing  seriously  since  2000,  Writer  is  a  ' 
poet  emanating  a  rare  charisma  intermingled 
with  a  piercing  precision  and  an  exacting  truth¬ 
fulness.  He  has  made  a  name  for  himself  in  the  poetry 
slam  showcases  and  spoken-word  events  in  and 
around  Queens,  in  New  York  City.  While  there,  Writer 
has  performed  in  such  famous  places  as:  Nuyorican 
Poet’s  Cafe,  The  Bowery  Poetry  Club  and  the  Apollo 
Theatre  -  “without  getting  booed  offstage”  he  joked. 
The  poet  was  also  cast  in  the  CBS  reality-based  televi¬ 
sion  show,  Cupid,  which  was  produced  by  American 
Idol’s,  Simon  Cowell. 

Not  long  ago,  Writer  released  a  debut  experi¬ 
mental  poetry  album,  “Eclectic  Poetic.”  It  is  a  unique 


a  diverse  set  of  poetry  events  along  the  way. 

His  second  CD,  “Workaholic,”  is  still  in  pro¬ 
duction,  and  will  be  put  out  independently,  he  said. 

“There’ll  be  a  variety  of  producers  working 
on  it;  eight  producers  in  all,”  the  poet  informed  me.  “I 


performance  aspects  of  the  poem,  as  much  as  I  do  on 
writing  of  the  poems  themselves.  You’ve  got  to  put  a 
lot  of  effort  into  memorizing  and  practicing  it.  The 
thing  with  performance  is:  every  time  you  perform  it, 
you  get  better. 


-R)  Tribal  citizen  Elgin  Jumper  interviews  poet  Renda  Writer  at  Kervo’s  Gallery,  Studio  and  Art  Bar. 


collection  of  33  poems,  rhythmic,  powerful,  brutal  and 
deeply-influenced  by  his  rich  hip-hop  upbringing. 
Among  many  other  projects,  he  will  also  produce  a 
poetry  chapbook  by  year’s  end.  Writer  shifts  effort¬ 
lessly  between  art  forms,  while  organizing  and  hosting 


go  through  a  company  in  New  Jersey  called 
Discmakers  for  the  Duplication.  As  far  as  the  artwork, 
the  layout  and  the  graphics,  I’m  going  locally  with  the 
guys  from  ULS  Media,  who  I’ve  done  movies  with. 

I’ll  be  promoting  and  distributing  the  CD  myself.” 

He  stated  he  would  like  the  time  to  go  on  a 
lengthy  tour  of  major  colleges  to  promote  the  release, 
but  he  realizes  also  that  he  is  far  too  busy  to  do  so  suf¬ 
ficiently. 

“I’m  really  itching  for  the  opportunity  to  go 
on  the  road,  on  the  college  circuit,”  the  poet  disclosed. 
“That’s  my  real  dream.” 

Regardless  of  the  art  form  he’s 
immersed  in  at  the  time,  Writer’s  creativity 
knows  no  bounds.  Sometimes  he  writes  with 
a  plan,  and  sometimes  it’s  fast,  but  then 
again,  sometimes  it  goes  at  a  slower  pace. 

“Sometimes  it’s  inspiration,”  he 
said,  “spur  of  the  moment.” 

For  instance,  he  is  working  on  his 
next  album.  All  the  poems  that  are  going 
onto  the  album  will  be  “like  planned 
efforts.”  He  said  he  has  a  clear  vision  of 
how  he  wants  the  CD  to  look,  the  track  list¬ 
ing,  everything. 

“I’m  going  into  the  studio  this 
weekend,”  he  remarked,  “and  I’m  working 
on  three  poems:  One’s  called  ‘She’s  a 
Pronoun,’  one’s  called  ‘Watch  it  Grow’  and 
the  other  one’s  called  ‘The  Moon.’  So  I’ve 
got  a  really  focused  vision.  I  have  a  process 
going  into  this  album.” 

“I’ve  been  looking  through  old 
notebooks.  I  do  that  a  lot  when  writing  new 
stuff,  Writer  added.  “I  pull  out  a  bunch  of 
notebooks  and  just  flip  through  and  find 
stuff  when  I  was  inspired  and  I’ll  just  rip  it 
out  and  what  I  did  like  six  to  eight  months 
ago;  I  got  the  idea.” 

“If  I’m  going  through  these  old 
notebooks,  then  every  time  I  find  something 
I  should  rip  it  out,  and  put  it  in  a  box;  a  cer¬ 
tain  particular  box  I  have  in  my  closet.  That 
box  now  holds  the  work  that’s  going  on  my 
next  album,”  he  said. 

Describing  his  poetry,  Writer  said, 
“It’s  kind  of  ‘Slam.’  Its  semi-slam  poetry 
style;  very  rhythmic,  and  most  of  it  rhymes.” 

He  said  he  finds  it  rather  difficult  to 
write  work  that  doesn’t  rhyme.  “It’s  really 
hip-hop-oriented,  too,”  he  added. 

Liederman  “I  grew  up  listening  to  hip-hop,  and 

I  think,  if  I  had  to  say  what  it  was  that  got 
me  into  poetry,  I’ll  have  to  say,  it  was  defi- 
—  nitely  hip-hop,”  he  added. 

The  poet  spoke  to  me  also  about 
“performance”  and  its  great  significance  to  the  spoken 
word  movement. 

“Performance  is  very  important,”  Writer 
emphasized,  “especially  to  the  type  of  poetry  I  do. 
What  I  do  is  very  performance-based,  so  I  work  on  the 


“That’s  why  I  love  being  onstage  so  much, 
and  that’s  one  reason  why  I  host  all  these  open-mic 
nights,  because  in  addition  to  helping  the  whole  com¬ 
munity,  and  giving  them  a  place  to  perform,  it  also 
gives  me  a  place,”  he  said. 

“Every  open  mic,  I’ll  do  at  least  one  poem,” 
Writer  added.  “And  if  it’s  really  slow  and  I  need  to  kill 
a  lot  of  time,  I’ll  just  read  five,  six,  seven  poems  a 
night.  So  when  it  comes  to  performance,  I’ll  just  say, 
it’s  a  whole  other  extension  of  the  poetry.  It  brings  a 
whole  new  life  to  it.  And  you  can  always  improve.” 

Often  he’ll  see  other  poets  onstage  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  poetry  functions  and  showcases  he  organizes 
and  is  constantly  amazed  by  the  performances.  “How 
did  they  remember  all  that?”  he  asks  awe-struck. 

“How  did  they  elicit  all  the  applause  at  that  point?” 

It’s  a  process,  he  points  out,  and  you’re  frequently 
learning.  And  there  is  so  much  opportunity  for 
improvement,  he  reminded. 

He  commented  on  a  few  of  his  influences, 
poets  Saul  Williams  and  Jim  Morrisson,  as  well  as  all 
the  poets  featured  on  Def  Poetry  Jam.  Writer  said 
Williams  has  been  a  major  inspiration  to  him. 

“I  like  Saul  Williams,”  he  said,  “because  he 
came  up  when  Poetry  Slam  was  in  its  ‘Golden  Era’  in 
the  late  90s.  He  was  one  of  the  poets  who  made  Slam, 
and  he  was  in  the  movie  called,  ‘ Slam ,’  which  he  won 
a  Sundance  Film  Award  for.  He  wrote  the  movie  and 
starred  in  it.” 

“He’s  a  lot  like  me,”  Writer  continued.  “He’s 
a  poet  who  is  very  much  influenced  by  hip-hop.  He 
acts,  he  writes,  and  writes  more  than  just  poetry.  I  look 
up  to  him  a  lot,  as  being  someone  who  is  successful.” 

Writer  said  he’s  also  influenced  by  Jim  “The 
Lizard  King”  Morrison. 

“Morrison  is  another  huge  influence,”  he 
said.  “I  think  it  was  the  time  I  moved  back  to  Florida, 
about  2004,  that  I  really  got  into  The  Doors.  I  worked 
with  all  these  classic  rock  enthusiasts  at  this  restaurant, 
so  we  listened  to  Led  Zeppelin  and  stuff  like  that  all 
day.  I  got  really  into  the  Doors.  I  would  listen  to  them 
riding  my  bike  everywhere.” 

Writer  was  fascinated  by  Morrison’s  books  of 
poetry  and  music  and  was  pleased  when  he  learned  the 
poet/singer  was  originally  from  Florida,  like  himself. 
He  could  easily  relate  to  Morrison’s  declaration  that  he 
was  a  poet  above  all  else,  because,  as  Writer  learned, 
the  late  rocker  resented  the  entire  rock  star  status  he 
was  accorded. 

“He  hated  that,”  as  Writer  put  it,  “I  mean,  I’m 
sure  he  liked  it  for  a  time,  but  towards  the  end  of  his 
career,  when  he  grew  his  beard  out  and  grew  his  hair 
much  longer  and  stopped  wearing  the  leather  pants 
and  all  that,  because  all  that  got  old.  He  always  said 
that’s  not  what  I  want  to  be.  I’m  a  poet  -  first  and 
foremost.  “ 

He’s  also  greatly  influenced  by  the  poets  who 
appeared  on  Russell  Simmons’  Def  Poetry  Jam,  saying 
“Anyone  whoever  got  on  there,  they’re  doing  some¬ 
thing  right.” 


“I  know  a  lot  of  people  who  bring  poetry  to 
the  kids,”  he  told  me,  stressing  the  poetry’s  vital 
importance  for  youth  in  the  community.  “I  did  poetry 
workshops  at  Coral  Springs  High  School  and  at 
Atlantic  High  School  here  in  Delray.  I  see  that  grow¬ 
ing  a  lot.  I’m  getting  more  into  it.  Youth  poetry 
is  just  as  big  as  Slam  and  Adult  poetry  and 
there’s  just  as  much  of  a  scene  for  it  now.” 

And  that’s  the  direction  poetry  is 
headed  in.  Meanwhile  those  inspired  enough  to 
assail  the  stage  with  their  brilliant  performanc¬ 
es  aren’t  all  that  concerned  about  whether  their 
detractors  accept  the  new  way  or  not,  they 
must  however  keep  the  public  informed  about 
just  what  it  is  that’s  coming. 

Writer  is  prolific.  There  are  no  bound¬ 
aries,  “No  limits,  no  rule,  do  it  all.” 

“Some  poets  like  to  stick  to  certain 
boundaries  or  whatever,”  he  said.  He  prefers  a 
poetry  which  runs  a  whole  gambit  of  topics. 

“I’ve  got  one  called  ‘The  Real 
World,’  which  I  wrote  in  New  York  back  in 
2001,”  he  recalled.  “It  talks  about  how  so 
many  people  are  not  so  real.  I  wrote  it  at  a 
time  when  I  felt  kind  of  jaded.  I  was  broke, 
and  I  was  in  New  York.  I’ve  got  one  called 
‘Cubicle  Cages’  that  I  wrote  in  New  York 
when  I  was  working  some  office  jobs.  It’s 
about  the  office  world  and  the  cubicle  life.  I’ve 
got  this  one,  ‘The  Peddler,’  it’s  about  how  I 
write  poetry  on  my  bike.  That  one  I’m  proba¬ 
bly  the  most  proud  of.  It’s  so  different.” 

Writer  was  bom  on  Long  Island  and 
moved  to  Florida  when  he  was  only  9.  “My 
dad  got  a  job  transfer  down  here,”  he  said. 
Coral  Springs  was  where  the  family  ended  up 
and  most  of  the  poet’s  school  years  were  spent 
there. 

Following  high  school,  he  attended 
and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Florida 
ederman  'n  2000  with  a  degree  in  finance.  From  there 
he  moved  back  to  New  York,  this  time  to 
Queens,  and  the  explosive  spoken  word  scene 
—  there.  Three  years  ago  he  returned  to  unleash 
his  campaign  to  drastically  alter,  for  the  better, 
the  South  Florida  spoken  word  poetry  scene. 

Two  years  ago,  Writer  met  a  group  of  creative 
people  known  as  ULS  Media.  They  were  instrumental 
in  introducing  the  poet  to  film  work. 

“They  do  graphic  designs,  they  do  websites,” 
he  said.  “They  do  all  sorts  of  artistic  stuff.  And  they  do 
video  production.  So  ever  since  I  started  hanging  out 
with  these  guys,  they  got  me  more  involved  in  film 
work.” 

On  his  website,  he  has  a  short  film  entitled, 
Bullet  Fist,  which  was  part  of  a  local  annual  event 
known  as  “The  48  Hour  Film  Contest”  in  Miami. 

“You  meet  at  this  certain  place,”  he 
explained,  “and  they  give  you  a  title  of  a  film.  They 
give  you  a  character’s  name.  They  give  you  a  certain 
line  that  needs  to  be  in  the  film  and  they  give  you  a 
genre.” 

“Then,  of  course,  you  have  48  hours  to  use 
those  basic  ingredients,”  he  continued,  “to  write,  cast, 
shoot,  direct  and  edit  a  film.  We  did  that  last  year.  I 
helped  write  it.  The  two  main  guys  from  ULS  went 
down  to  Miami,  got  the  assignment,  and  came  back. 
And  as  soon  as  we  got  done  writing,  we  started  shoot¬ 
ing,  and  we  were  up  for  the  whole  48  hours.  That  was 
my  first  real  adventure  of  getting  on  film  and  writing 
for  film.” 

And  those  adventures  into  film  are  only  get¬ 
ting  bigger,  noted  Writer,  expanding  on  to  include  film 
work  in  the  Grindhouse  genre,  which  is  now  being 
revived  by  filmmakers  such  as  Quentin  Tarentino  and 
Robert  Rodriguez. 

He  hosts  four  weekly  open  mic  nights  a  week 
and  one  poetry  slam  monthly.  He  is  mentioned  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  local  print  media  such  as:  The  South 
Florida  Sun-Sentinel,  Boca  Raton  Times,  City  Link  and 
New  Times.  Writer  has  hosted  fundraisers  for  “Kids  in 
Distress,”  and  opening  nights  for  art  exhibitions, 
stand-up  comedy  and  spoken  word  showcases. 

“It’s  cool  how  it  leads  to  other  things,”  said 
Writer.  “Being  a  poet  puts  me  on  stage.  People  see  me 
onstage,  but  they  see  other  potential  in  me,  too  ...  they 
say,  ‘Hey,  I’m  working  on  a  film,  do  you  want  to  be  a 
part  of  it?’  I  think  you’d  be  a  good  writer  for  it  and 
things  come  my  way,  just  gaining  visibility.” 

He  explained  how  he  started  organizing  poet¬ 
ry  slams:  “I  was  on  Craig’s  List,  a  website  for  net¬ 
working,  around  2004,  and  in  some  section,  I  found  a 
posting  that  said,  ‘Local  bar  in  Boca  Raton  looking  to 
start  up  an  open  mic.  Needs  a  host.’  ”  I  did  a  lot  of 
other  open  mics,  too,  which  led  to  more  events.” 

In  2000,  a  poet  had  discovered  the  path  to 
self-identity.  And  the  search  for  that  “true  self’ 
appears  to  be  a  reoccurring  theme  in  Writer’s  poems, 
striving  as  he  does  to  analyze,  evaluate  and  figure  out 
just  who  he  is. 

“I’m  28,”  he  said,  glancing  at  the  single  word 
tattooed  on  his  upper  right  arm  near  the  shoulder.  “I’m 
at  that  stage  where  I’m  still  trying  to  figure  stuff  out. 

In  2000, 1  really  started  discovering  who  I  am,  which 
is  a  poet.  I  got  this  tattoo,  and  that  kind  of  filled  it  in. 
That’s  what  I  am:  a  poet.” 
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Youth  Conference  Offers  Lessons 
for  the  Whole  Family 


By  Iretta  Tiger 

ORLANDO  —  It  seemed  like  any  other  con¬ 
ference  dinner;  good  food  and  great  service.  Then  they 
appeared:  Mickey  and  Minnie  Mouse!  This  was  the 
first  sign  of  just  how  special  this  conference  was. 

From  July  8  through  14,  the  Hollywood/Non- 
Resident  Youth  Conference  was  held  at  Disney’s  pres¬ 
tigious  Grand  Floridian  Resort  &  Spa. 

The  goal  of  the  conference  was  to  instill 
Seminole  culture  in  all  the  participants,  including  the 
adults.  Classes  for  adults  were  a  part  of  the  daily 
schedule. 

“We  are  not 
trying  to  tell  you  how 
to  raise  your  kids  or 
how  to  live,”  said 
event  emcee  Lawrence 
Baker.  “We  just  want 
to  show  you  alterna¬ 
tives  and  offer  you  a 
chance  to  see  what  is 
out  there.” 

The  classes 

that  were  offered  to  the 
youth  were  also 
offered  to  the  adults. 

The  afternoon  schedule 
for  the  adults  was 
always  dedicated  to 
arts  and  crafts  and  sev¬ 
eral  hours  were  also 
allotted  to  the  youth. 

The  culture  room  was 
open  nightly  for  a  few 
hours  following  dinner. 

It  was  awe¬ 
inspiring  and  humbling 
to  see  many  of  the 
Seminole  youth,  some 
as  young  as  7  years 
old,  creating  patch- 
work  and  needing  very 
little  assistance.  They 
were  very  serious  and 
were  cutting  and 
sewing  like  an  old  pro. 

Student  Wyatt  Deitz, 

11,  even  made  a 
SpongeBob  SquarePants  T-shirt  for  his  4  year  old 
brother. 

Each  day  Carol  Cypress  taught  an  Eleponke 
language  classes.  The  classes  were  more  than  just 
memorizing  words,  Cypress  taught  about  the  meaning 
and  history.  For  example,  when  she  taught  about  the 
medicine  colors  she  explained  that  white  symbolized 
spirit  and  that  black  symbolized  death.  The  medicine 
colors  also  represent  the  four  races  of  man,  and  there 
are  also  several  other  meanings  of  the  colors. 

Though  Seminole  culture  was  top  priority, 
there  was  an  array  of  topics  covered  at  the  conference, 
including  defense  techniques.  Go  Dragon,  the  marital 
arts  school  based  in  Big  Cypress,  taught  self  defense. 
Participants  were  taught  basic  jabs  —  a  type  of  punch 
—  and  how  do  defend  against  a  choke  hold.  They  also 
offered  valuable  advice. 


These  excellent  teachers  will  soon  have  their 
own  complex  in  Big  Cypress  and  they  are  working  on 
arrangements  to  teach  on  the  Hollywood  Reservation. 

“Banking  101/Savings  101,”  “Howto  Save 
Money”  and  “Investing  and  Guarding  Your  Wealth” 
were  among  the  other  topics.  These  classes  were  also  a 
part  of  the  schedule  for  die  youth.  Money  management 
concepts  played  an  important  part  of  the  conference. 

This  year  “Tommy  Dollars”  were  introduced. 
Every  youth  participant  was  given  one  Tommy  Dollar 
for  each  class  they  attended.  Bonus  dollars  were  given 
for  “random  acts  of  kindness,”  which  included  helping 
someone  without  being  told 
to  do  it. 

The  purpose  of 
Tommy  Dollars  was  to  teach 
the  youth  about  saving 
because  every  night  a  canteen 
would  open  at  the  end  of  the 
conference  schedule.  All  sorts 
of  toys  were  available  for  the 
children  to  buy  with  their 
Tommy  Dollars.  For  those 
who  could  resist  temptation 
and  save  their  money  until  the 
very  end  of  the  conference 
was  the  ultimate  prize,  a  $50 
gift  card  that  could  be  used  at 
any  of  the  Walt  Disney  World 
resorts.  This  card  could  be 
bought  for  $27  Tommy 
Dollars. 

The  kids  did  pretty 
well.  The  staff  had  35  gift 
cards  to  start  with  and  by  the 
end  they  had  only  four  left. 

Motivational  speaker 
Jim  Wame,  Oglala,  held 
classes  about  self-esteem. 
Wame  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  self-identity  and 
motivation. 

“If  you  fight  with 
your  fists  you’re  going  to  lose 
eventually,”  Wame  said  “It’s 
not  the  right  path.” 

Wame  has  achieved 
much  in  his  life.  He  is  an 
actor  and  has  appeared  in  several  movies  and  televi¬ 
sion  shows  and  he  played  football  with  the  Cincinnati 
Bengals.  Wame  also  earned  a  master’s  degree  from 
San  Diego  University  and  is  currently  working  toward 
a  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Northern  Colorado. 

Though  he  has  accomplished  so  much,  what 
Wame  is  most  proud  of  is  his  Oglala  heritage  and  all 
native  people.  He  is  involved  in  several  native  pro¬ 
grams  and  his  biggest  desire  is  to  enable  other  Native 
Americans  in  obtaining  higher  education. 

For  more  information  about  Jim  Wame  or  any 
of  the  organizations  he  supports  please  see  www. 
jimwame.com. 

Also  attending  this  year’s  conference  was  a 
delegation  from  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  of  Nebraska. 

The  Ho-Chunk  youth  participated  in  classes,  including 
arts  and  crafts. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  conference  the  Ho- 


Alli  the  Alligator  teaches  the  youth  about  how  to  properly  deal  with  bullies. 


Chunk  youth  held  cultural  exchange  classes.  They 
wore  traditional  clothing  and  performed  traditional 
dances.  Darrell  Fierro  and  elder  Vivian  Thundercloud 
explained  the  dances  and  the  traditions. 

The  patterns  on  the  women’s  dresses  are  spe¬ 
cific  to  a  family,  and  to  use  that  pattern  a  dancer  must 
have  permission  from  that  par¬ 
ticular  family. 

Clans  can  use  specif¬ 
ic  colors  and  cannot  use  other 
colors.  For  example,  the 
Thundercloud  Clan  cannot  use 
black  because  black  is  not  in 
the  sky.  Clans  also  cannot  eat 
the  meat  of  their  clan  animal, 
i.e.  the  Bear  Clan  cannot  eat 
bear  meat. 

The  Ho-Chunk  youth 
enjoyed  the  conference  and 
even  had  their  favorites. 

“I  really  liked  the 
language  classes,  they  were 
my  favorite,”  said  Jalisa  Horn. 

Though  they  had  a 
great  time  their  biggest  desire 
was  to  see  our  reservations, 
especially  Big  Cypress, 
because  they  want  to  see  an 
alligator. 

Ho-Chunk  Chairman 
Louie  Larose  held  classes 
about  the  buffalo.  Larose 
helped  his  Tribe  raise  a  buffa¬ 
lo  herd,  which  has  grown  since  being  bought.  He 
explained  the  dynamics  of  buffalo  families. 

“For  so  long  the  bison  has  taken  care  of  the 


Indians,”  Larose  said.  “Now  we’re  in  the  cycle  where 
the  Indians  need  to  take  care  of  the  bison  until  it’s 
their  turn  to  take  care  of  us  again.” 

Larose  concluded  his  class  with  this  message: 
“I  want  you  to  be  proud  like  the  buffalo.” 

The  conference  concluded  with  a  banquet. 

Robert  North  from  the 
Boys  &  Girls  Club  present¬ 
ed  Jim  Wame  and 
Lawrence  Baker  with 
Seminole  shirts.  Virginia 
Mitchell  made  the  shirt  for 
Wame  and  Holly  Tiger- 
Bowers  made  the  shirt  for 
Baker. 

Each  youth  age 
group  gave  musical  per¬ 
formances.  The  5  to  7  year 
olds  sang  while  the  8  to  1 1 
year  olds  played  guitars, 
with  Rhett  Tiger  on  the 
chums,  and  the  teen  group 
performed  on  guitars  with  a 
traditional  flute. 

Arts  and  crafts 
created  during  the  confer¬ 
ence  were  displayed.  To  top 
it  all  off  Disney  created  a 
special  cake  for  those  who 
celebrated  their  birthdays 
during  the  conference.  The 
cake  was  topped  with  a 
chocolate  sculpture  of 
Mickey  and  Minnie  Mouse. 


Cindy  Adair  buys  a  Mickey  Mouse  gift  card,  which  she  saved  her  Tommy  Dollars  for. 


Iretta  Tiger 

The  12  - 17  year  olds  entertaining  the  crowd  at  the  closing  banquet. 


Iretta  Tiger 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


10 


August  10,  2007 


Health  Comer  *  Chah-iiee-ken  chao-ke  *:*  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


14th  Annual  Seminole  Wellness  Conference 


Esta  Liederman 

Health  educators  and  Tribal  citizens  participated  in  a  Simpsons  sketch  about 
healthy  eating. 


resonating  voice  and  he 
kept  the  audience  on 
the  edge  of  their  seats 
with  Super  Bowl  anec¬ 
dotes,  his  knowledge 
and  understanding 
about  recovery  and  the 
substantial  benefits  of 
sobriety,  and  an  endear¬ 
ing  sense  of  humor. 

“Sobriety  is  an 
option,”  Henderson 
affirmed,  underlining 
his  special  message  for 
the  youth.  “It  has 
always  been  an  option, 
and  it  will  always  be  an 
option.” 

He  also 

informed  the  confer¬ 
ence  that  he  is  a  huge 
lotto  winner,  and  not  just  physically.  He  is  presently 
utilizing  his  resources  to  make  a  true  difference  in  the 
community. 

Suzanne  Davis,  allied  health  manager,  spoke 
after  Henderson.  She  ascended  the  podium  proclaim¬ 
ing  “Seminole  Wellness  Conference  No.  14”  enthusi¬ 
astically. 


staff  and  Tribal  citizens,  with  the  entire  cartoon  family 
sitting  down  to  breakfast. 

It  was  quite  the  informative  show  and  cre¬ 
atively  informed  as  well  as  entertained.  Covered  were 
the  mental,  emotional  and  physical  aspects  of  the 
problem  and  all  the  behavioral  changes  that  come  into 
play  in  the  challenge  of  gaining  and  losing  weight. 

International  speaker  and 
Native  American  performer  Denise 
Alley  (Cherokee,  Shawnee,  Otoe, 
Delaware)  was  in  attendance  once 
again  and  her  presentation  this  year 
was  entitled  “The  Laws  of 
Attraction,”  where  group  participa¬ 
tion  and  laughter  were  prominent. 
Her  message  dealt  with  desires, 
whether  tangible  or  intangible. 
Participants  courteously  chimed  in 
with  their  aims  and  intentions  and 
the  discussions  were  quite  positive, 
well-received. 

Counselor  Fred  Mullins  of 
the  Family  Services  Department 
spoke  about  codependency.  He  also 
stressed  receiving  and  giving  back 
as  an  integral  part  of  recovery. 

“Codependency  is  a  dis¬ 
ease,”  he  said.  “It  comes  as  a  result 
of  us  not  feeling  at  peace  with  what’s 
going  on  around  us.  Codependency 
is  when  we  attempt  to  medicate  our¬ 
selves,  by  giving  in  and  giving  in  to 
people,  giving  our  lives  away,  just  so 
we  can  feel  good  about  what’s  going  on.” 

Speaking  about  the  Twelve  Steps  of 
Recovery,  Sonya  Beanland  of  Family  Services, 
said,  “I  believe  we  are  more  likely  to  pursue 
something  when  we  understand,  so  when  look 
at  something  and  we  don’t  understand  it,  the 
motivation  to  pursue  that  is  very  limited.  So 
what  I’m  going  to  do  for  the  next  few  days  with 
the  steps  is  break  them  down  to  a  much  simpler 
form.” 

“The  way  that  I  could  understand  the 
steps  is  to  apply  them  to  my  own  life,  because 
as  addicts  we  tend  to  complicate  things,” 
Beanland  continued.  “We  tend  to  complicate 
our  lives.  We  make  small  things,  big  things. 

Our  perceptions  are  all  messed  up,  and  it’s  a 
simple  program,  if  we  keep  it  that  way.  The 
steps  are  meant  to  be  worked  through  the 
course  of  a  lifetime.” 

Barbara  and  Bob  Mora  gave  thought¬ 
ful  presentations  on  how  to  deal  with  the  daunt¬ 
ing  disease  of  diabetes.  Barbara  is  the  author  of 
Using  Our  Wit  &  Wisdom  to  Live  Well  with 
Diabetes  and  husband  Bob  is  a  musician  who 
has  recorded  a  CD,  with  his  wife  entitled, 

Songs  From  Qwina  Baaht  (Eagle  s  Place). 

Praying  the  Native  American  way,  the 
Moras  graciously  assist  others  by  reading,  edu¬ 
cation,  flute  songs  and  earnest  prayer.  Together 
they  express  how  they  felt  during  certain  peri¬ 
ods  of  difficulty  in  their  lives,  gather  strengths 
and  change  their  life-situations  through  love, 
unity,  mutual  assistance  and  understanding. 

Motivational  Speaker  Douglas  Cox 
discussed  the  power  of  communication  and 
dreams. 


I.* 


Ih*  ii 
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And  I  It  n, 


Jilin 


Presenter  Fred  Williams  sings  the  Wellness  Conference  theme  song. 


Esta  Liederman 

Lois  Billie  recieves  a  hug  from  presenter  Douglas  Cox. 


“Sobriety  is  an  option,  it  has 
always  been  an  option,  and  it  will 
always  be  an  option.” 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

MARCO  ISLAND,  Fla.  —  An  atmosphere 
of  healing  and  renewal  permeated  the  Marco  Island 
Hilton  Hotel,  lfom  July  15-20  for  the  much  antici¬ 
pated  14th  Annual  Seminole  Wellness  Conference. 
Attendees  came  together  from  all  the 
Seminole  reservations,  along  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Miccosukee  Tribe  and 
Tribal  employees. 

Looking  into  the  rear  view 
mirror  of  the  important  event,  a 
thought  which  comes  to  mind  is 
just  how  useful  the  wealth  of 
information  gathered  from  the  pre¬ 
sentations  is. 

Wellness,  of  course,  is  the 
main  idea  behind  the  intensive 
schedule  put  together  by  Helene  and 
Andy  Buster,  together  with  a  proficient 
committee.  Numerous  addictions  were 
addressed  during  the  conference,  which  under¬ 
scored  a  balanced  physical,  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  contentment.  And  year  after  year,  the 
organizers  make  sure  to  include  in  the  agenda,  the 
Seminole  and  Miccosukee  youth. 

Early  risers  and  exercise  enthusiasts  will 
recall  the  walks  and  runs  along  the  echoing  beach  for 
three  miles  and  the  smells  of  the  sea  winds.  The  ardent 
staff  from  the  Fitness  Department  organized  and  car¬ 
ried  through  the  remarkably  helpful  activities.  With  the 


Wellness  Conference  this  year.  It  is  a  program 
designed  to  focus  on  prevention  and  educating  through 
activity  and  is  open  to  all  children  up  to  15  years  of 
age.  Participation  was  totally  voluntary. 

The  burgeoning  Youth  Program  was  carefully 
put  together  by  Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly 
Tiger-Bowers. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  took 
the  podium  next  and  requested  a 
moment  of  silence  in  remembrance  for 
a  recent  tragedy  on  the  highway, 
involving  both  the  Seminole  and 
Miccosukee  Tribes.  He  then  went  on 
to  address  the  group  about  the  confer- 


“Today,  God  gave  me  an 
extra  day  to  be  with  you,”  Cypress  said. 
“We  have  a  very  good  program  for  you. 
The  motivational  speaker  or  messenger 
doesn’t  just  happen.  It  comes  through  God 
and  a  message  through  a  human  being.  We’re 
here  for  a  reason.  I’m  very  happy  to  see  each  and 
every  one  of  you.” 

Next  to  address  the  crowd  was  President 
Richard  Bowers,  Jr. 

“Helene  has  done  another  tremendous  job,” 
Bowers  said.  “She’s  an  inspiration  to  me.  And  I’m 
sure  she’s  an  inspiration  to  everyone  here.” 

The  president  also  urged  attendees  and  the 
Tribe  to  include  the  traditional  languages  in  the  overall 
recovery  process,  to  meet  with 
and  learn  form  Tribal  elders 
and  especially  to  never  forget 
where  you  come  from.  He  also 
expressed  exceeding  pride  in 
the  Seminole  Wellness 
Program. 

Following  welcoming 
remarks  by  BC  Council 


Conference  participants  enjoy  an  early  morning  walk  on  the  beach. 


steeped  within  his  words.  Wearing  a  1977  Super  Bowl 
ring,  Henderson’s  subject  matter  ranged  from  cocaine 
addiction,  alcoholism,  extreme  domestic  abuse,  dys¬ 
functional  families  and  hopes  and  dreams,  among  a 
host  of  other  topics. 

The  ex-football  player  for  the  70s  Dallas 
Cowboys  played  in  no  less  than  three  Super  Bowls, 
but  he  is  quick  to  point  out  that  he  is  no  better  than 
anyone  else.  He  has  a 


Davis,  along  with  an  ever-helpful  staff  of 
health  educators,  arranged  an  enjoyable  presentation 
called,  “How  We  Got  This  Weigh.”  She  educated  par¬ 
ticipants  on  losing  weight  and,  interestingly  enough, 
“about  how  the  weight  finds  us.” 

Davis  then  introduced  a  “Simpsons”  skit,  star¬ 
ring  “the  prime  time  players.”  The  cast  featured  a 
dramatis  personae  of  health  educators,  allied  health 


The  banner  that  covered  the  podium  at  the  14th  Annual  Conference. 


gradual  ascent  of  the  orange  sun  in  the  east,  just  on  the 
other  side  of  the  stirring  hotels,  the  walkers  and  run¬ 
ners  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  commencement  of  the 
long  day. 

The  Fitness  Department  strives  to  provide 
Seminole  Tribal  citizens  with  all  the  information  and 
material  necessary  to  elevate  healthier  lifestyles.  They 
were  in  constant  motion,  on  hand  to  offer  specialized 
regimens  to  any  interested  participants. 

Registration  and  breakfast  for  partici¬ 
pants  began  and  ran  from  6:30  a.m  through  8 
a.m.  daily. 

On  the  morning  of  July  16,  an  opening 
welcome  and  conference  announcements  were 
made  by  Helene  Buster  and  attending  Seminole 
Tribal  dignitaries. 

She  then  made  a  point  to  recognize  the 
dedicated  committee  responsible  for  organizing 
the  five  day  event.  They  were,  among  a  long  list 
of  others:  Mark  Billie,  Geraldine  Lee  Osceola, 

Carol  Cypress  and  Suzanne  Davis. 

Tribal  leaders  who  welcomed  the  atten¬ 
dees  were:  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 

President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  Brighton  Council 
Representative  Roger  Smith,  Immokalee 
Council  Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar,  BC  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress  and  William 
McKinley  Osceola  of  the  Miccosukee  Tribe. 

“This  Wellness  Conference  is  some¬ 
thing  that  is  very  important  to  me,”  continued 
Buster.  “So  I  put  a  lot  into  it.” 

She  pointed  out  the  conference’s  great 
significance  to  Seminole  and  the  Miccosukee 
Tribes,  saying  it  is  organized  and  brought  about 
through  committee,  and  it  advocates  daily 
recovery  program  from  alcoholism  and  drug 
addiction.  She  said  it  also  helps  Tribal  citizens 
become  more  educated  about  diabetes,  stress, 
fitness  and  many  afflictions. 

It  was  a  well-planned  itinerary  which 
challenged  those  in  attendance.  Lengthy  friend¬ 
ships  and  new  acquaintances  were  carried  on  or 
made  and  the  speaker  and  audiences  were  hard 
pressed  to  find  the  time  to  do  anything  else  but 
focus  on  the  paths  to  wellness  and  the  extensive 
meetings. 

Helene  Buster,  during  one  of  her 
announcements,  read  a  letter  introducing  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  new  Youth  Program  to  the  Seminole 


Representative  David  Cypress, 
Brighton  Council 
Representative  Roger  Smith 
and  Immokalee  Council 
Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar, 
William  McKinley  Osceola 
spoke. 

Said  Osceola,  “I’m 
very  grateful  to  be  here;  in 
recovery.  I  didn’t  do  it  alone.  I  had  a  lot  of  people  to 
help  me.  So  like  I  heard  Helene  say  earlier,  be  open- 
minded,  be  willing  to  receive,  and  put  forth  the  work. 
Thank  you  for  inviting  me  here.  Sho-na-be-sha.” 

Making  an  appearance  this  time  was  motiva¬ 
tional  speaker  and  NFL  football  legend,  Thomas 
“Hollywood”  Henderson. 

“Hollywood”  relayed  his  powerful  story  to  an 
enthralled  audience,  who  were  absorbed  in  the  hope 


Esta  Liederman 

Jasmine  Porter  of  Family  Services  handed  out  valuable 
information  at  the  department  booth. 


Esta  Liederman 

Debbie  Osceola  taught  sewing  during  the  arts  &  crafts  portion  of  the  conference. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


11 


August  10,  2007 


Health  Comer  *  Chab-nee-ken  chao-ke  *:*  Cvfeknetv  onakv 


SAVINGS  PRICE 


Full  Factory 
Parts  and  Service! 
Wt  Service  Ail  Makes. 
We  make  hydraulic  hoses. 
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TurfS. 

^  Tractor 

WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL! 


549  East  Sugarlamd  Hwy. 
Clewiston,  FL  33440 

863-983-4484 
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with  Thumb 


Southern  Turf  &  Tractor 


Attachment 


“Night  dreams  are  for 
healing,”  he  said,  “Every  night 
your  body  begins  to  heal  itself. 

So  we  need  to  make  an 
appointment  with  ourselves,  to 
go  to  sleep  when  your  body 
says,  “come  on  now.”  We  need 
to  sleep  well.  We  need  to  rest 
well.” 

“Daydreams  are  for 
wishing,”  he  informed.  “And 
visions  are  gifts  from  God.  It’s 
so  important  to  realize  that.  We 
all  have  visions,  but  we  don’t 
realize  it  in  our  sobriety.  And 
you  will  hear  that  still  small 
voice.  The  dream  is  impor¬ 
tant.” 

Public  Speaker  Dr. 

Don  Bartlette’s  story  held 
everyone’s  attention  for  the 
entire  duration  he  was  at  the 
podium.  He  has  made  several 
memorable  appearances  to  the 
Seminole  Wellness  Conference 
and  has  routinely  been  well- 
received.  Having  seen  great 
adversity,  he  talked  softly  of  “a 
personal  journey.” 

As  the  label  on  his 
CD  states,  “Macaroni  at 
Midnight  is  an  autobiographi¬ 
cal  profile  of  the  speaker’s 
social,  psychological  and  edu¬ 
cational  experience  as  an 
Indian  child  growing  up  with 
severe  speech  and  physical 
handicaps  in  a  poverty  envi¬ 
ronment.  It  shows  how  one 
person  made  a  difference  in 
the  speaker’s  life.” 

In  growing  up,  he 
said  he  could  not  talk  for  17 
years  and  his  world  was  one  of 
deep  poverty  and  sexual  abuse 
and  malnutrition.  He  had  a 
severe  childhood  on  the  Turtle 
Mountain  Indian  Reservation 
in  North  Dakota,  his  father 
was  a  violent  man  and 
Bartlette  held  strong  resent¬ 
ments  for  many  years. 

People  around  him 
believed  he  would  never  be 
able  to  communicate  suffi¬ 
ciently  and  he  was  often 
rejected  and  ridiculed  for  his 
handicaps.  And  there  was  no 
help  forthcoming  from  any¬ 
where.  When  he  was  12,  he  met  a  prominent,  wealthy 
woman  who  helped  to  change  his  life. 

“She  came  into  my  life,”  said  Bartlette.  “She 
took  me  into  her  home,  she  became  a  foster  mother. 
Everything  I  needed.  She  helped  provide  for  a  very 


Victoria  Billie  (L)  keeps  a  watchful  eye  on  Elizabeth  Osceola’s  (R)  beadwork. 


Fitness  Specialist  Natasha  K.  Perez  leads  the  teen  group  in  exercise. 


difficult  childhood.  I  learned  how  to  talk.  I  learned 
how  to  learn.  I  learned  how  to  provide. 

“With  her  help,”  he  continued,  “I  became  vale-  .  ,  ,  .  ...  ,  „  .  .  .  , 

dictorian  of  my  high  school  class.  I  became  a  social  asser  ed'  ^nd  sometimes  it  s  more  painful  when  it  s 

!  i  i  i  *  i  t  i  npnnlp  wp  Invp-  nnr  snnnsp  nur  ffranrlrhimrpn  mi r 

worker,  a  counselor  and  an  educator.  And  I  became 


Gambler’s  Anonymous,  brought  an  informative  mes¬ 
sage  about  the  perils  of  gambling  addiction  to  the  con¬ 
ference. 

“In  gambling  addiction  it  has  very  little  to  do 
with  winning  or  losing,  anymore.  It’s  about  staying 

high  from  gambling,”  Benson 
explained.  “Just  like  a  heroin 
addict  has  to  shoot-up  to  stay 
high.  The  chase  is  on.” 

Seigal  spoke  on  how 
gambling  had  affected  her  and 
her  husband  and  the  insanity 
of  the  addiction,  as  well  as  the 
urgent  need  for  seeking  help. 
She  talked  about  the  extent 
gambling  had  ravaged  her  life 
and  about  being  grateful  for 
finding  help. 

“I  just  want  to  thank 
everybody  for  being  so  open 
today,  to  hearing  us  talk,”  she 
said. 

A  lively,  crowd  pleas¬ 
ing  speaker,  Clayton  Small 
(Northern  Cheyenne)  took  the 
attendees  through  several 
active  audience  participation 
sessions.  He  is  quite  adept  at 
inspiring  and  encouraging  and 
the  smiles  and  laughter,  which 
emanated  forth  from  the  large 
room. 

“How  old  were  you 
when  you  got  out  of  denial?” 
Esta  Liederman  Small  asked.  “How  many 

years  did  you  have  to  suffer 

_  before  that  giant  neon  light 

came  on?  And  you  said,  “Oh 
my  gosh;  the  enemy  is  me.  And  I  have  got  to  do  some 
work  on  my  attitude  and  behavior.” 

“We  all  know  someone  who  is  still  stuck,”  he 


(L-R)  Roger  Smith,  Brighton  Council  Representative;  Richard  Bowers,  President;  ex-NFL 
player  Thomas  “Hollywood”  Henderson;  Mitchell  Cypress,  Chairman  and  David  R. 
Cypress,  Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  at  the  Wellness  Conference. 

Groups,  Personal  Testimonies, 

Kids  Camp  and  a  “Traditional 
Night”  where  participants 
were  asked  to  attend  a  dinner 
in  traditional  Seminole  or 
Miccosukee  clothing.  Paul 
Buster  provided  story  and 
song. 

There  was  an  array 
of  folders  and  packages  given 
out,  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
helpful  facts  and  information 
on  a  vast  assortment  of  dis¬ 
eases,  disorders,  as  well  as 
brochures  and  pamphlets  on 
where  and  how  to  acquire  the 
best  possible  help. 

Tribal  departments, 
including  Fitness,  Health, 

Education,  Family  Services 
and  Recreation,  set  up  several 
long  tables  in  the  entrance 
hall  to  distribute  information 
on  various  topics.  Not  only 
were  their  services  greatly 
needed,  they  were  also  rather 
informative. 

“It’s  getting  better 


every  year,”  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  said, 
referring  to  the  conference.  “There’s  a  lot  to 
do  out  there:  there’s  more  people,  more  testi¬ 
monies  are  being  given.  The  Wellness 
Conference  is  paying  off.” 


Education  Department  staff  members,  Tony  Bullington  (F) 
and  Finda  Iley  (R)  warmly  greet  attendees. 


professional  for  23  years.” 

Bartlette  is  a  man  who  has  overcome  scores 
of  burdens,  has  persisted,  has  worked  his  way  up  in 
the  world  and  has  learned  to  survive.  His  words  and 
motions  conveyed  confidence  and  empowerment,  he 
was  in  command  and  articulated  his  story  rather  well. 

Rick  Benson  and  Renee  Seigal,  representing 


people  we  love:  our  spouse,  our  grandchildren,  our 
parents.  You’ve  tried  everything.  And  sometimes  that 
causes  codependents  . . .  And  they’re  not  taking  care  of 
themselves.  So  we  got  to  get  out  of  denial,  we  got  to 
get  real,  we  got  to  get  honest,  stop  blaming,  and  start 
addressing  some  of  those  issues.” 

In  addition  to  numerous  speakers,  there  were 
extensive  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meetings,  Women’s 
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Fottie  Cody  (F)  of  Oklahoma  walks  with  her  friend  Mabel  Haught  (R)  of  Brighton. 
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The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  is  celebrating 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
our  Constitution  and  Corporate  Charter. 


During  this  day  lung  celebration  you  will  experience  a  Press 
Conference,  a  Luncheon  fashion  Show  and  a  Theatrical 
Production  that  tells  our  story  through  the  eyes  of  the 
Seminoles  Come  learn  about  the  rich  history  culture  and 
tradition  that  is  the  foundation  for  wha  tour  Tribe  has  become. 


Piease  plan  to  join  us  for  history  in  the  making 
and  be  a  part  of  this  once  in  a  lifetime  event 


The  Seminole  Tribune 
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What  Should  You  Know  About  Sugars? 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

Think  about  the  foods  you  most  enjoy  eating. 
Most  likely  they  contain  some  form  of  sugar.  It  could 
be  the  naturally  occurring  sugar  in  the  freshly  picked 
fruit  from  a  tree,  or  the  sugars  added  to  your  favorite 
ice  cream  or  dessert  to  give  it  that  delicious  taste. 

“Added  sugars”  are  sugars  and  syrups  put 
into  foods  or  drinks  during  processing  or  preparation. 
Foods  that  contain  most  of  the  added  sugars  are  found 
in  regular  soft  drinks  and  fruit  drinks;  pies,  cookies 
and  cakes;  milk  based  desserts  and  products, 
such  as  ice  cream,  yogurt  and  sweet  milk;  or 
grain  products  such  as  sweet  rolls  and 
cinnamon  toast. 

For  people  with  diabetes 
especially  important  to  know  how 
much  sugar  there  is  in  food  because 
carbohydrates  from  sugars  cause  blood 
sugars  to  rise.  There  are  many  names  for 
sugar  on  package  labels,  such  as  table 
sugar,  beet  sugar,  cane  sugar,  raw  sugar  and 
turbinado.  Sometimes  sugar  is  listed  by  its 
chemical  name,  sucrose.  Fruit  sugar  is  also 
known  as  fructose  and  the  sugar  in  milk  is  known  as 
lactose.  Other  sugars  can  be  spotted  on  the  label  by 
names  that  end  in  “ose.”  For  example  glucose  (dex¬ 
trose),  maltose  and  fructose  (also  called  levulose). 

Sugar-free  does  not  mean  carbohydrate-free. 
Compare  the  total  carbohydrate  content  of  a  sugar- free 
food  with  that  of  the  standard  product.  If  there  is  a  big 
difference  in  carbohydrate  content  between  the  two 
foods,  you  may  want  to  buy  the  sugar-free  one.  If 
there’s  little  difference  between  the  two  foods,  choose 
the  one  you  want  based  on  price  and  taste. 


“No  sugar  added”  foods  don’t  have  any  form 
of  sugar  added  during  processing  or  packaging  and  do 
not  contain  high-sugar  ingredients.  But  remember, 
they  may  still  be  high  in  carbohydrates,  so  you  have  to 
check  the  label. 

“Sugar  alcohols”  are  one  type  of  reduced- 
calorie  sweetener  used  in  sugar-free  candies,  chewing 
;um,  and  desserts.  They  provide  about 
Lalf  the  calories  of  sugars  and  other  car- 
lohydrates.  Isomalt,  maltitol,  mannitol, 
sorbitol  and  xylitol  are  examples  of  sugar 
■alcohols.  Even  though  they  are  called  sugar 
alcohols,  they  do  not  contain  alcohol. 
[Sometimes  sugar  alcohols  can  cause 
Idiarrhea,  especially  in  children,  so 
'watch  serving  sizes! 

Stevia,  made  from  the  leaf 
of  a  tropical  plant,  has  gained  interest. 
It  is  up  to  300  times  sweeter  than 
sucrose,  has  zero  calories,  zero  carbs  and 
^Jjis  being  used  in  many  countries.  Although 
^^rthere  has  been  controversy  regarding  its 
^safety,  recent  studies  have  shown  that  it 
appears  to  be  safe  to  use. 

Reading  the  ingredient  label  on  processed 
foods  can  help  to  identify  added  sugars.  Look  for 
these  names  for  added  sugars  on  food  labels:  brown 
sugar,  com  sweetener,  com  symp,  dextrose,  fructose, 
fruit  juice  concentrates,  glucose,  high-fructose  com 
symp,  honey,  invert  sugar,  lactose,  maltose,  malt 
symp,  molasses,  raw  sugar,  sucrose,  sugar  and  symp. 

As  part  of  a  balanced  plan  for  healthy  eating, 
you  can  enjoy  sugars  in  moderation.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  please  see  your  reservation’s  nutritionist. 


Summer  Care  Tips  for  Your  Pet 


Submitted  by  Ava  John,  Environmental  Health 

It’s  summertime  and  dogs  and  cats  can  suffer 
from  the  same  problems  that  humans  do,  such  as  over¬ 
heating,  dehydration  and  even  sunburn.  By  taking 
some  simple  precautions,  you  can  celebrate  the  season 
and  keep  your  pets  happy  and  healthy. 

•  A  visit  to  the  veterinarian  for  a  check-up  is  a 
must;  add  to  that  a  test  for  heartworm,  if  your  dog 
isn’t  on  year-round  preventive  medication.  Ask  your 
doctor  to  recommend  a  safe,  effective  flea  and  tick 
control  program. 

•  Exercise  your  dog  in  the  cool  of  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  or  evening  —  never  when  it’s  extremely  hot  or 
humid.  Take  care  not  to  let  your  dog  stand  on  hot 
asphalt,  as  his  sensitive  paw  pads  can  easily  bum. 

•  Provide  plenty  of  shade  and  cool,  clean  water 
for  animals  kept  outdoors;  a  properly  constmcted  dog¬ 
house  serves  best. 

•  Never  leave  your  animal  alone  in  a  vehicle. 
Overheating  can  be  fatal.  Even  with  the  doors  open,  a 
parked  automobile  can  become  a  furnace  in  no  time. 
Parking  in  the  shade  offers  little  protection,  as  the  sun 
shifts  during  the  day. 


•  Some  animals  will  need  extra  special  care  in  hot 
weather,  especially  those  who  are  elderly  and  over¬ 
weight  or  have  heart  or  lung  disease.  If  your  pet  is 
showing  signs  of  heat  stroke  or  exhaustion,  take  him 
to  your  veterinarian  immediately. 

•  When  walking  your  dog,  steer  clear  of  areas  that 
you  suspect  have  been  sprayed  with  insecticides  or 
other  chemicals.  And  please  be  alert  of  coolant  or 
other  automotive  fluid  leaking  from  vehicles.  Animals 
are  attracted  to  the  sweet  taste,  and  ingesting  just  a 
small  amount  can  be  fatal.  Call  you  veterinarian  if  you 
suspect  that  your  animal  has  been  poisoned. 

•  Good  grooming  can  prevent  summer  skin  prob¬ 
lems,  especially  for  dogs  with  heavy  coats.  Shaving 
the  hair  to  a  one  inch  length  helps  prevent  overheat¬ 
ing.  Cats  should  be  bmshed  often. 

•  Stay  alert  for  signs  of  overheating  in  pets,  which 
include  excessive  panting  and  drooling  and  mild 
weakness,  along  with  an  elevated  body  temperature. 

The  Animal  Control  Program  requests  that 
you  call  the  Health  Department  with  any  animal  con¬ 
trol  issues.  The  department  can  be  reached  at  (954) 
962-2009. 


Ask  The  Counsel 

iua  natfri  mi  i>.:> 

M.5.  WrnUJ  HfkKh  Cdumdkr, 

Dear  Counselor: 

How  do  I  go  from  balled  up  resentment  and 
hate  to  forgiveness?  Why  should  I  forgive? 

The  person  betrayed  and  hurt  me.  I  cannot 
get  this  person  out  of  my  head.  I  gave  him  so  much 
of  my  time,  listened  to  all  his  problems,  gave  him 
romance,  money  and  my  self-esteem.  Then,  out  of 
nowhere  he  left  me  for  another  relationship. 

He  doesn’t  call  anymore.  He  doesn’t  really 
care  about  me.  The  resentment  rises  in  my  throat 
and  my  chest  tightens  with  hate  every  time  I  think 
about  him. 

Signed: 

Raged 

Dear  Raged: 

The  art  of forgiveness  is  not  an  easy  jour¬ 
ney.  How  do  we  go  from  balled  up  resentment  to  a 
level  of  spiritual  understanding?  How  do  we 
release  old  hurt  or  betrayals  that  steal  our  happi¬ 
ness  and  eat  away  at  our  joy? 

Most  of  us  belie\’e  that  the  people  who 
hurt  us  should  pay  for  the  pain  they  caused;  that 
they  deserve  to  be  punished  and  not  forgiven.  The 
question  then  is  why  should  you  forgive?  Raged, 
the  answer  is  the  path  to  your  freedom. 

Harboring  negative  feelings  and  thoughts 


may  influence  your 
psychological  and 
physical  health. 

Holding  a  grudge  may 
contribute  to  heart  dis¬ 
eases,  high  blood  pressure,  muscle  tension  and 
other  ailments,  or  trigger  mental  health  problems 
such  as  depression  and  addictions  to  alcohol  and 
drugs.  The  thought  patterns  that  cause  the  most 
disease  in  the  body  are  criticism,  anger,  resentment 
and  guilt. 

When  we  refuse  to  forgive  others,  we 
effectively  give  them  the  keys  to  our  happiness  and 
freedom.  But  when  we  become  willing  to  forgive, 
we  are  finally  able  to  let  go  of  old,  ugly  hurts  that 
can  grip  us  with  a  rage  so  deep  they  threaten  to 
consume  us.  By  practicing  forgiveness,  we  are  able 
to  release  these  negative  emotions,  reclaim  our 
well-being  and  regain  control  of  our  lives. 

Even  though  it  seems  a  willingness  to  for¬ 
give  lets  the  other  person  off  easy,  in  fact,  when  we 
hold  on  to  anger  and  hurt,  we’re  the  ones  who  suf¬ 
fer  in  the  long  run.  Raged,  here  are  some  words  of 
wisdom  from  the  Counselor:  forgiving  is  not  for¬ 
getting;  it’s  letting  go  of  the  hurt 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicat¬ 
ed  columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning 
senior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses 
are  his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question, 
please  write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights 
Reserved  ©  2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q.  I’m  getting  heartburn  a  lot  since  I 
turned  60.  Is  more  heartburn  something  that  comes 
with  more  years? 

A:  More  than  60  million  Americans  expe¬ 
rience  heartburn  at  least  once  a  month  and  more 
than  15  million  Americans  experience  heartburn 
daily.  Heartburn  is  more  common  among  the  elder¬ 
ly- 

Heartburn  two  or  more  times  weekly  may 
be  caused  by  gastroesophageal  reflux  disease  or 
GERD.  See  a  doctor  if  you  have  heartburn  too 
often.  The  doctor  can  test  for  GERD. 

In  the  upper  GI  series,  you  swallow  a  liq¬ 
uid  barium  mixture.  Then  a  radiologist  watches  the 
barium  as  it  travels  down  your  esophagus  and  into 
the  stomach.  Another  test  is  an  endoscopy,  in  which 
a  small  lighted  flexible  tube  is  inserted  into  the 
esophagus  and  stomach. 

GERD  makes  stomach  acid  flow  up  into 
your  esophagus.  There  is  a  valve  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  esophagus  that  is  designed  to  keep  acid  in 
the  stomach.  In  GERD,  the  valve  relaxes  too  fre¬ 
quently,  which  allows  acid  to  reflux,  or  flow  back¬ 
ward. 

A  hiatal  hernia  may  contribute  to  GERD. 

A  hiatal  hernia  occurs  when  the  upper  part  of  the 
stomach  is  above  the  diaphragm,  which  is  the  mus¬ 
cle  wall  separating  the  stomach  from  the  chest.  The 
diaphragm  helps  the  valve  keep  acid  from  coming 
up  into  the  esophagus. 

When  GERD  is  not  treated,  you  can  suffer 
from  severe  chest  pain,  narrowing  or  obstruction  of 
the  esophagus,  bleeding,  or  a  pre-malignant  change 
in  the  lining  of  the  esophagus.  One  study  showed 
that  patients  with  chronic,  untreated  heartburn  were 
at  substantially  greater  risk  of  developing 
esophageal  cancer. 

The  following  are  some  symptoms  that 
may  mean  there  has  been  damage  to  your  esopha¬ 
gus:  difficulty  swallowing,  a  feeling  that  food  is 
trapped  behind  the  breast  bone,  bleeding,  black 


bowel  move¬ 
ments,  choking, 
shortness  of  breath, 
coughing,  hoarseness 
and  weight  loss. 

You  can  control  infrequent  heartburn 
by  changing  your  habits  and  using  over-the-counter 
medicines. 

For  example,  you  should  avoid  heartburn- 
producers  such  as  chocolate,  coffee,  peppermint, 
tomato  products,  alcoholic  beverages,  and  greasy  or 
spicy  dishes.  Quit  smoking  because  tobacco 
inhibits  saliva  that  helps  with  digestion.  Tobacco 
may  also  stimulate  acid  production  and  relax  the 
esophageal  valve.  Lose  weight.  And,  don’t  eat  two 
hours  before  you  go  to  sleep. 

For  infrequent  episodes  of  heartburn,  take 
over-the-counter  antacids,  such  as  Alka-Seltzer, 
Maalox,  Mylanta,  Pepto-Bismol,  Rolaids,  and 
Riopan.  Or,  you  can  take  an  H2  blocker.  H2  block¬ 
ers  are  available  in  both  over-the-counter  and  pre¬ 
scription  forms.  For  example,  Pepcid,  Tagamet, 
Zantac  and  Axid  are  all  over-the-counter  H2  block¬ 
ers  which  are  available  by  prescription  at  higher 
doses. 

Then  there  are  proton  pump  inhibitors 
(PPIs),  a  group  of  prescription  medications  that 
prevent  the  release  of  acid  in  the  stomach  and 
intestines.  Doctors  prescribe  PPIs  to  treat  people 
with  heartburn,  ulcers  of  the  stomach  or  intestine, 
or  excess  stomach  acid.  PPIs  include  Prilosec, 
Prevacid,  Nexium,  Aciphex  and  Protonix. 

GERD  is  a  chronic  disease  that  calls  for 
continuous  long-term  therapy.  To  decrease  the  acid 
in  your  esophagus,  raise  the  head  of  your  bed  or 
place  a  foam  wedge  under  the  mattress  to  elevate 
the  head  about  6-10  inches.  Avoid  lying  down  for 
two  hours  after  eating.  And  don’t  wear  tight  cloth¬ 
ing. 

Prescription  medications  to  treat  GERD 
include  the  H2  blockers  and  the  PPIs,  which  help 
to  reduce  the  stomach  acid  and  work  to  promote 
healing  at  prescription  strength.  In  addition,  there 
are  agents  that  help  clear  acid  from  the  esophagus. 

Surgery  is  an  option  if  other  measures  fail. 
A  surgeon  can  improve  the  natural  barrier  between 
the  stomach  and  the  esophagus  that  prevents  acid 
reflux. 


How  to  Reduce  Portion  Sizes 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

In  the  battle  of  the  bulge,  one  of  the  most 
helpful  things  we  can  do  is  reduce  our  food  portion 
sizes.  Over  the  past  20  to  30  years,  the  portions  of 
food  served  have  grown  significantly.  Eating  just  100 
extra  calories  every  day  for  a  year,  without  burning 
them  off,  can  lead  to  a  weight  gain  of  10  pounds.  In 
restaurants,  bigger  plates  serve  portions  that  would 
actually  feed  two  or  three 
people.  In  fast  food  restau¬ 
rants,  the  “biggie”  size 
meals  have  led  to  “super¬ 
size”  waistlines.  “All  you 
can  eat”  buffets  challenge 
us  in  every  town.  All  of 
this  leads  to  over  eating 
and  weight  gain. 

If  you  think  back, 
can  you  remember  the 
days  when  eating  out  was 
a  TREAT,  not  a  part  of 
every  day?  Do  you 
remember  the  little  glass 
bottles  of  soft  drinks? 

How  about  a  time  when  a 
single  patty  hamburger  was  enough,  and  the  triple 
whopper  with  cheese  had  not  even  been  imagined  yet? 

So,  what  do  we  do?  How  can  we  reduce  our 
portions  when  super-sized  foods  are  everywhere? 

Let’s  start  with  fast  food.  One  of  the  first  steps  is  to 
not  fall  for  the  extra  “value”  of  an  extra  large  meal. 
There  is  no  value  in  increasing  your  intake  by  almost 
1,000  calories  by  going  for  the  bigger  sandwich,  big¬ 
ger  fries  and  mega-sized  soft  drink.  For  adults,  if  you 
stick  with  a  single  patty  sandwich,  medium  fry,  and 
water  or  medium  soft  drink,  you  will  not  be  overeating 
as  much.  Also,  most  fast  food  restaurants  have  become 
aware  that  customers  are  demanding  healthier  options 
like  fruit  and  salads  as  substitutes  for  fried  French 
fries. 

In  full-service  restaurants,  ask  yourself,  do  I 
really  need  an  appetizer,  entree  and  dessert?  Or  would 


one  or  two  of  these  satisfy  me?  You  may  consider  just 
ordering  an  appetizer  and  not  ordering  a  full  meal 
until  you  finish  the  appetizer.  At  that  time  you  can  see 
if  you  are  still  hungry.  If  you  are  served  a  huge  por¬ 
tion,  take  half  of  your  entree  home,  or  share  it  with 
someone.  The  same  goes  for  desserts.  Many  desserts 
are  big  enough  to  feed  two,  three  or  even  four  people. 
Another  strategy  is  to  order  an  appetizer  as  your  main 
course.  They  are  often  smaller 
and  may  help  you  to  not  over 
eat.  A  good  example  is  a  que- 
sadilla,  as  an  appetizer.  It  does 
not  usually  come  with  the 
extras  like  beans  and  rice. 
Another  example  would  be  a 
chicken  finger  appetizer  that 
would  come  without  French 
fries.  If  you  add  a  side  salad  to 
either  of  those,  you  have  a 
complete  meal,  for  far  fewer 
calories  and  no  stuffed  feeling 
afterward. 

At  buffets,  keep  in 
mind  that  you  are  just  eating  a 
regular  meal,  not  entering  a 
contest  to  see  just  what  “all  you  can  eat”  means.  First 
priority  should  be  to  look  over  the  whole  buffet  and 
see  what  is  offered.  That  way  you  can  decide  what  it 
is  that  you  would  really  like  most.  Starting  with  a 
salad  or  soup  can  help  you  to  make  sure  you  get  your 
vegetables  and  fill  you  up.  Using  a  smaller  plate,  like 
a  salad  plate,  for  your  buffet  items  can  help  you  to  eat 
less.  Also,  if  you  have  a  sweet  tooth,  choosing  just  one 
dessert  will  help  you  to  not  over  eat.  The  goal  is  to  get 
a  well  balanced  meal,  not  to  end  with  a  tummy  ache. 

Here  are  some  buzz  words  to  watch  out  for  as 
they  indicate  excess  calories  on  the  menu:  Combo, 
Deluxe,  Ultimate,  Kingsize,  Value  Meal,  Jumbo, 
Colossal,  Supersize,  Supreme,  Biggie,  and  All-you- 
can-eat.  Avoiding  those  key  words  will  definitely  help 
your  waistline.  For  more  healthy  eating  tips  and  tac¬ 
tics,  please  contact  the  nutritionist  on  your  reservation. 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office:  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  i  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl’S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE.  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

tTiff  hiring  qr  #n  alipinpy  ft  an  important  d««i£in  lhal  shptAd  not  t*  bawd  MlOty 
upon  iwWti&omoht.  R^htfrel  taslilto  Worked  iti  a  Fud*  DohJntf*r  m  Brpwtird 
County  rrpm  1990d  SKH3  and  has  been  m  primula  pnatlica  for  rune  y*urs 
In  1905  he  was  voted  fre  Trial  Attorney  ol  the  year  He  gradualed  Irom 
Capital  Univafsily  in  T909  and  was  admitted  1o  the  Florida  Bar  in  1990r 
Federal  Bar  m  1GS2.  and  the  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  199*. 
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‘National  Day  of  the  American  Cowboy’  Celebration  Held 


By  Judy  Weeks 

OKEECHOBEE,  Fla.  —  The  Okeechobee 
Cattlemen’s  Association  spearheaded  the  July  28  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  National  Day  of  the  American  Cowboy 
with  a  cattle  drive  and  ranch  rodeo. 

American  Cowboy  magazine  launched  a  cam¬ 
paign  in  2004  to  set  aside  a  day  for  Americans  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  cowboys  and 
cowgirls  that  made  such  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the 
American  culture.  Senate 
Resolution  130,  sponsored 
by  Senator  Craig  Thomas 
(R-WY),  named  July  28, 

2007,  as  the  third  annual 
celebration  of  the  National 
Day  of  the  American 
Cowboy.  Ongoing  efforts 
are  aimed  at  making  the 
fourth  Saturday  in  July  a 
perpetual  holiday. 

After  Congress’ 
acceptance  of  his  resolu¬ 
tion,  Senator  Thomas  said, 

“Cowboys  and  cowgirls 
hold  a  special  place  in 
American  lore,  and  they 
continue  to  provide  a  valu¬ 
able  link  in  our  nation’s 
strong  agricultural  system.” 

Board  President, 
and  a  fourth  generation 
cattleman,  Richard  Bowers 
remarked,  “The  ancestors 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  were 
the  first  cowboys  on  the 
Florida  peninsula  and 
began  building  their  herds 
in  the  early  1700s.  Already 
an  agricultural  society,  cat¬ 
tle  became  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  our  economy 
and  today  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  seventh  in  the 
U.S.  in  cattle  production.” 

Members  of  the 
Cattlemen’s  Association, 
representing  all  of  the 
major  ranches  within  a  sig¬ 
nificant  distance  of  Lake 
Okeechobee,  which 


Riding  in  the  chuck  wagon,  Tribal 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  reminisced. 

“My  whole  family  has  been  involved 
with  cattle  for  many  generations,”  he  said.  “My 
father  and  uncles  were  not  only  instrumental  in 
building  the  Tribal  herds,  but  put  in  long  hours 
in  the  saddle  as  day  workers  on  many  of  the 


Judy  Weeks 

Paul  Bowers  Sr.  (R)  rides  shotgun  with  and  Dennis  DeVoegh  (L). 


includes  the  Seminole 
Tribe,  were  on  hand  the  morning  of  July  28  for  a  cattle 
drive.  Following  the  main  streets  of  the  downtown 
business  area  and  ending  at  the  Okeechobee  County 
Agricultural  Center,  it  was  a  very  impressive  proces¬ 
sion.  The  long  homed  Corriente  cattle  used  in  the 
event  were  provided  by  the  Seminole  Reservation  at 
Brighton. 

With  a  loud  “Yee  Haw,”  the  cattle  were 
released  from  the  holding  pens  at  10  a.m.  and  began 
their  journey  down  the  spectator  lined  streets.  Leading 
the  drive  was  the  Sheriff’s  Department  and  mounted 
color  guard.  Adding  to  the  historic  atmosphere,  the 
Seminole  Tribe  had  provided  a  vintage  chuck  wagon, 
territorial  jail  and  stagecoach  which  delighted  the 
crowd. 


local  ranches  represented  here  today.  Riding  in 
this  wagon,  I  remember  what  a  welcome  sight 
the  campfire  and  evening  meal  were  after 
rounding  up  cattle  all  day  in  the  swamps  and 
woodlands.” 

The  mule  drawn  territorial  jail  brought 
hoots  of  laughter  from  the  crowd  with  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  suggestions  about  who  should  be  incar¬ 
cerated. 

Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  President  Paul 
Bowers  was  riding  shotgun  on  the  stagecoach, 
while  the  spectators  envied  the  passenger, 

Linda  Tommie  Bowers.  Smiling  and  waving  to 
the  crowd,  it  was  obvious  that  she  was  having  a 
blast. 


Linda  Tommie  Bowers  in  the  Overland  Stage  Line  during  the  Cattle  Drive. 


Paul  Bowers 

remarked,  “This  is  a  far  cry 
from  the  ox  cart  that  my 
grandfather,  Wilson 
Cypress,  used  to  get  around 
this  part  of  the  country. 
Today  is  representative  of 
the  EIRA  motto, 
‘Continuing  the  Tradition.’ 

I  grew  up  as  a  cowboy, 
spent  time  in  the  military 
and  then  returned  to  my 
roots.  You  might  say  that 
cattle  are  in  my  blood  and  I 
am  happy  that  our  country 
is  taking  time  out  to  recog¬ 
nize  this  important  part  of 
our  national  heritage.” 

A  large  crowd  had 
gathered  at  the  Okeechobee 
County  Agricultural  Center 
and  yelled  with  enthusiasm 
when  a  lookout  shouted, 
“They’re  cornin’  over  the 
bridge.”  Rushing  out  into 
the  field  with  cameras  in 
hand,  they  greeted  the 
drovers  and  swarmed  the 
wagons,  attempting  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  moment. 

Numerous  booths 
s  provided  a  variety  of  cui¬ 
sine,  including  a  barbecue 
prepared  over  the  fire 
beside  an  old  time  make 

shift  cypress  corral.  A  multitude  of  artists  displayed 
their  paintings  of  the  Florida  frontier  and  scenes 
from  its  cowboy  heritage.  Books  were  available  with 
accountings  of  pioneer  interviews  and  old  family 
recipes. 

The  Bits  and  Spurs  Chapter  of  the 
Okeechobee  4-H  provided  a  live  animal  display,  pet¬ 
ting  zoo  and  horseback  rides.  Many  of  the  young¬ 
sters  involved  in  today’s  4-H  come  from  a  long  line 
of  cowboys  and  cowgirls  and  are  continuing  in  their 
footsteps. 

Vintage  displays  of  western  memorabilia 
drew  a  large  audience  as  people  enjoyed  the  demon¬ 
strations  and  storytelling  of  Gordie  Peers  and  Buddy 
Mills. 

At  2  p.m.  local  talent  participated  in  a  ranch 
rodeo  with  events  derived  from  some  of  the  original 
jobs  delegated  to  the  cowboy.  Activities  involving 
roping,  bull  dogging,  calf  tying  and  branding  were 
everyday  experiences  as  the  cattle  were  worked,  doc¬ 
tored  and  separated.  Barrel  racing,  poles  and  wild 
horse  races  help  to  demonstrate  the  rigors  that  go 
into  training  a  good  cow  horse  and  make  him  a  part¬ 
ner  that  a  cowboy  can  depend  upon. 

A  bam  dance  took  place  Saturday  evening 
at  the  MI-CIN  Ranch  with  the  proceeds  being  donat¬ 
ed  to  Hospice  of  Okeechobee.  The  music  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  3S  Entertainment.  During  the  night’s  activi¬ 
ties,  D.R.  Daniel  put  on  a  roping  demonstration  and 
winner  of  the  National  Reining  Horse  competition, 
Rick  Steed  put  his  horse  through  a  very  rigorous 
presentation. 


Cappuccino  *  Uttes  ■  Espresso 


Serving  Fresh 
Breakfast  Items 

Salads  &  Sandwiches 

Open  5  Days 
Mon-Fri;  &  a.m,  -  3  p4tt. 

Located  it  the  Seminole  Tribe 
Headquarters  m  the  2nd  floor  lounge! 

&ft*d  4  Qpemaiby 
Methtorj  w*  sernfji*  r*e 
Gum  Tfxjpo  Osrawif 
Linda  C.  Oscsci'i} 

frrf  Seme®  ftsf/ilHjnofj  AvniafaJs 
Office  Hijttfi  RwMwts 

W-m*War 
000-66HW0*  ffS0 


Press  1  lei  HollyiNBOtf  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Big  Cypress  a  Immelelee 
Press  3  for  Brighton.  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

I  Hi's  rlrntwr  h  mtiibl*.  &tnUl  B.ifc  fttriin  E«  frliif  -  Alt  Dtr  ShotHbv  a  Sinulm 


I.  Sam  J one*  .  ft  Way  Uf^ortaffi  F^jfe 
n  SwmtfB  HisStKT  -  IAM&  Cttrewtimfi 

Raspbitfrf 

1  Silly  6c.vA.gs  -  Lead  lha  Setnnctes  m 
the  3rd  Seminole  Wfcr  -  EBocolala  I 

Caramel 

Remember  Iflt  Clam!  -  AH  9  Clans 
Chi W  Bear  5ft**.  PonUtor.  TbnfV 
Sw.  DM*,  wnt  and  ih*  eiard  u&u - 

tax?  LaffM 

i.  Jraia  ■  Cna  cf  lha  Slrongest 
Medicine  Men  d  the  Semi  note  Tube  - 
O  art  Chocolate  &  Hazstihi 

5.  Ingram  BilSe  •  c<  JM*  Hlh> » 
Poaerlyl  Me#**  M*  -  WftsUs  A 
Haarttuf 

6.  Laura  Man  OsomHi  -  Insmimenlal  n 
gdftng  Federal  Recognitor.  of  M 

Sarmj 

7  Jo*  Dan  Osceola- Youngest  elected 
Pre&AHd  £  Ffsl  Ambassador  -  flimond  £ 
Dart  Chocolate 

&.  Fred  Smith  -  Longest  serving  Tribal 
PwMrt  ■  Dirt  OwMe  5  W* 

9,  Jim  Short  -  General  Legal 

Counsel  Of  Ihe  Stimn*  Into  -  Owft 
Ghoootete  4  Raspberry 
IS.  Betty  Mae  Jumper -  First 
Cnarfwotran  of  the  Serrmoies  -  4 

Cinnamon 

II.  Jimo*  Bdliu  ■  Longest  SrtVrtff 

Elected  Chairmen  #  to  T*be  ■  £ 

CaranW 


Prtscfin  Sayen .  Long  Imp 
Respected  Tub*  Swotary  -  Imb  Cthu? 

1J.  Howard  Tiger  -  Fist  MKflary  person 
Elected  Pnesdertt.  OrgartEed  sports 
programs  lor  the  Setwmcte  Tbuth  -  Dart 
CftceoAjte 

II.  MHchell  SOiwidCypre**  -  Brother* 
^  LMders  item  the  B*g  CnJttts 
RBserralScn-Wrfe  Ctocolseo  £  Ceramet 

IJ.  Bn  id  DeHass  -  Hosymod 
Representative  -  Board  -  Daw.  ChoKUaJs 
ACOcorul 

i€.  MoaeiOsewn  Pnanem  0  the 

Semnoie  rrt»  .jwi  Cwon  &  Dwti 

IT.  Roger  Smrtfl  -  Brighton 
Representative  -  Coined  -  CwoJalo 

II.  Paul  Bows  -  Big  Cypress 
Representative  -  Board  -  Caramel  £ 
Hazeiwt 

19.  Johnny  Jones  -  S'rghton 
Representative  -  Board  -  Dart  Cttxoiaba 

M,  Howard  Tommie  ■?  Term  Elected 

Chairmen.  frt'udlKDd  Semnoic  Bngo  - 

Dart  Chocofete  £  Honey 

21.  Mdw  tiger-  Former  Greeter  of  tedan 

Health  Svs  £  current  Treasurer  -  Hart  art 

Hi/I.  Sugar  art  dipped  enam 

»■  tWnifud  Tiger  ■  Helped  Stf-Wfe 

'foum  $t»r  i"  school,  graduate  sod  go  to 
oAtge  -  &pish  ftifen  £  Wmtfe 


Need  b  ccamnoda  tl  am?  mcmBeci  m  h«*» 

J  r  “*  he™  [qP3 c  ‘  Hfl  ITm.  IIHHilll 
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Fbr  in  formation. 


•Ask  for  Beverly 


The  Boys  end  girls  Club  Presents: 

lilteMojiiiiBjs 

Featuring:  MethSMART 

The  Hollywood  6oy$  &  Girls  Cluu 
When;  Tuesdays 
Time:  4:15  to  5:30 
Who:  Students  6  to  9  years  oJd* 

Ski  Us  Taught 
*  Strategies  of  saying  "N0H 
•  Decision  Making  and  Problem  Sofvir+g  Skills 
*  Ha^dhng  Peer  Pressure 

*  Identifying  and  Avoiding  the  Dangers  of  Smoking, 
Alcohol  and  Methomphetomines 

!’\vat.  contact  'he  tayi  1  fiirls  Club  Vs  mrel!  nt 

(954)  410-0957  (phone)  or  (954)  791-8545  (fox) 

MMl 


v  flH  WMWVH I 

’ru'u't  ckpftlwll  brivld  fcr  z.r<*,  ]D  ]3  zr‘i  H-3B  M  Ig  utpnux  ycur 

end  N  pi-s-tfiltr  yw 


PARENTING  CLASSES! 
Excellent  for  Mams,  Dads, 
Grandparents,  Foster  Parents, 
Potential  Foster  Parents, 
and  Relatives! 

f  £»rrif  Thu rsrhiif 

I  I  M  AM-  1MFM 

ill  JTiaMyftwd  Fiimi'/y 
Sprirfats  Dtpaiimrtil 


^Em  COURT  OdOrflEn 

Am  n  s* 

fUK CH Hires  CLASS 
H  FtJU  EREMCHTS 


New  Session  Starting  on  Thursday, 
July  !W 


T  J-V14,  Mm  h'.i  m 


Education  *  Emohaayeeke  *  Kenretv 


BCC’s  Seminole  Culture  Project 
Coincides  with  50th  Anniversary 


Submitted  by  BBC’s  Visual  Arts  Program 

DAVIE,  Fla.  —  The  main  purpose  of  this 
project  is  to  bring  the  Native  American  culture  of 
the  Seminoles  —  the  arts,  crafts,  architecture  and 
the  history  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  —  to 
the  students  of  Broward  Community  College  (BCC) 
and  the  surrounding  community  on  an  ongoing  and 
permanent  basis. 

This  project  has  been  conceived  because 
very  few  college  students  are  aware  of  the  cultural 
accomplishments  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 
The  planning  stage  for  the  project  was  initiated  in 
the  fall  of  2006  and  implementation  began  in  2007, 
the  year  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Tribe’s  sov¬ 
ereignty.  The  project  will  be  ongoing. 

The  first  phase  of  the  BCC  Seminole 
Project  was  the  construction  at  BCC  south  campus 
of  two  Seminole  chickees.  The  presence  of  these 
structures  will  serve  as  study  and  rest  space  for 
BCC  students  and  will  ensure  the  Seminole  culture 
is  visible  all  year  round.  Landscape  around  this 
Seminole  architecture  will  be  comprised  of  plants 
that  are  native  to  Florida.  Wheelchair  access  and 


historical  markers  will  be  added.  The  construction 
of  the  chickees  was  headed  by  Tribal  citizen  Joe 
Dan  Osceola. 

This  part  of  the  project  required  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  funding  through  a  BCC  Staff  and  Program 
Development  Grant.  The  official  opening  ceremony 
for  the  chickees  will  be  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Sept.  5,  by 
the  chickees  in  front  of  Building  71-101. 

Our  First  Annual  Seminole  Arts  and 
Culture  Symposium  will  take  place  on  Sept.  18  at 
12:30  p.m.  in  Building  86’s  Sea  Breeze  room  (next 
to  the  Cafeteria).  Participating  Seminole  artists 
include  Elgin  Jumper,  Jessica  Osceola,  Regina 
Jumper  Thinn,  Sam  Tommie  and  Pedro  Zepeda. 

The  Artists  Seminole  Exhibition,  featuring 
contemporary  Seminole  artists,  is  also  planned  to 
become  an  annual  event.  The  exhibition  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  at  The  Art  Gallery  at  BCC  at  7  p.m.  on 
Jan.  10,  2008  and  will  remain  open  through  to  Feb. 
22,  2008. 

For  more  information  please  contact 
Project  Director  Dr.  Kyra  Belan  at  954-201-8895. 


Tutoring  on  all  Reservations! 

The  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  all  Tribal  parents  and  students  to 
take  advantage  of  our  tutoring  program 

We  now  offer  five  hours  a  week  of  private  tutoring  for  all  stu¬ 
dents  needing  help  in  any  academic  subject  and  to  hours  a 
week  of  tutoring  during  the  summer. 

We  can  also  provide  assistance 
for  all  students  preparing  for  the 
SAT  and  ACT 

Please  contact  Julissa  Collazo,  tutor  coordinator,  at  (954) 
989-6840,  Ext.  1313  with  any  questions  about  the  program 


Full  Scholarships  for  Native  American  Students 


The  George  Washington  University  is  proud 
to  announce  the  availability  of  full  scholarships  for 
Native  American  college  students  interested  in  study¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  DC  in  spring  2008  in  the  Semester 
in  Washington  Politics  Program.  The  Native  American 
Political  Leadership  Scholarship  is  funded  by  a  gift 
from  the  AT&T  Foundation.  The  scholarships  cover 
full  tuition,  housing,  hooks,  transportation  and  other 
expenses.  Semester  in  Washington  offers  first-hand 


knowledge  and  experience  in  election  and  legislative 
politics. 

The  application  deadline  is  Oct.  15,  2007.  For 
more  information  contact:  Gregory  G.  Lebel,  Director, 
Semester  in  Washington,  The  George  Washington 
University,  1922  F.  Street,  NW.,  Rm.  404-A, 
Washington,  DC  20052.  For  more  information  please 
e-mail  glebel@gwu.edu. 


CARS  &  TRUCKS  DOMESTIC&  IMPORTS 
SERVING  THE  TRIBE  OVER  15  YEARS 


PROGRAMMERS 


f 

EXHAUST 


WHEEL  &T1AE 
p&mtm 
T02&" 


ROLL-N-LOCK 


MOBILE  VIDEO 
A  SATELLITE  TV 


LI 

TOOLBOXES 


Jl 

BUG  SHIELD  ft 

VENT  VISORS 


BIG  BI  G  BUALL7  BlUO  *  MESH  GRILLES  SPECIAL  SOFT 

WHEELS  22.5-24.5*  TONNEAUS 

$139.31  INSTALLED 

M-F  9  AM-6  AM  |  WWW.CALCUSTOMS.COM  |  SAT  9AM-3PM 
4721  RAVE  NSWO-O  D  M,  FORT  LAUDER  DALE.  FI  mil 
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Community  Honors  Seminole  Students  with  2007  Incentive  Awards 


Esta  Liederman 

Education  Director  Louise  Gopher  and  Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.  share  a  fun  moment  before  dinner. 


Esta  Liederman 

(L-R)  PAC  President  Natoshia  Osceola  and  event  emcee  Will  Bacon 


Esta  Liederman 

Night  one  of  the  Incentive  Awards  honored  the  kindergarten  through  sixth  graders. 


Esta  Liederman 


Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  encourages  students  to  pursue 
their  educational  dreams. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

HOLLYWOOD  —  For  two 
nights,  July  27-28,  the  Seminole 
Gymnasium  on  the  Hollywood 
Reservation  was  the  location  for  the 
2007  Incentive  Awards,  where  deserv¬ 
ing  Seminole  Tribal  students  received 
certificates  and  monetary  awards. 
According  to  Will  Bacon,  Hollywood 
education  advisor  and  event  emcee,  the 
awards  were:  “based  on  academic 
achievement  in  kindergarten,  GPA  3.0- 
4.0,  excellent  attendance,  taking 
advanced  honors  courses,  completion 
of  high  school,  GED,  associate’s/ 
bachelor’s/master’s/doctoral  degrees.” 

The  Hollywood  Parent 
Advisory  Committee  (PAC)  painstak¬ 
ingly  organized  the  event,  under  the 
direction  of  Natoshia  Osceola,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  committee,  along  with 
assistant,  Latoyia  Stewart.  Hollywood 
Council  Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola,  Jr.  and  Louise  Gopher,  direc¬ 
tor  of  education,  distributed  the  certifi¬ 
cates  to  recipients.  Dinner  began  at 
6:30  p.m.,  with  the  awards  ceremony 
following  at  7  p.m.  each  night. 

“We  actually  started  planning 
in  January,”  said  Natoshia  Osceola. 
“We  first  brought  it  to  the  parents  at  a 
PAC  meeting  and  went  from  there.” 

“As  far  as  the  Education 
Department,”  she  continued,  acknowl¬ 
edging  organizers,  “they  played  a  big 
part  in  the  planning  and  funding.” 

She  recognized  the  “people 
[who]  played  a  big  part  in  brainstorm¬ 
ing  for  the  events”  They  were:  Latisha 
Moore,  Library,  Latoyia  Stewart, 
Culture  and  Language,  Carine  Eugene, 
Education,  Will  Bacon,  Education, 
Raysa  De  La  Paz,  Education,  and, 
Linda  Iley,  Higher  Education. 

On  the  night  of  July  27,  the 
theme  presented  to  attendees  was  that 
of  the  Circus.  For  honorees,  it  may 
very  well  have  been  the  greatest  show 
on  earth!  And  because  the  children  in 
attendance  ranged  from  grades  kinder¬ 
garten  to  the  sixth,  the  ordinarily  big 
yellow  and  red  gymnasium  interior 
was  keenly  converted  into  a  “Big 
Top.” 

There  was  an  abundance  of 
circus-themes  activity,  fun  sights  and 
sounds,  humorous  clowns,  colorful 
tables,  balloons,  temporary  tattoos, 
rainbows  of  ribbons  and  banners.  All 
in  all  it  was  a  cheerful  night  for 
Seminole  Education  and  Incentive 
awards. 

The  outstanding  buffet  on  the 
first  night  was  catered  by  Corporate 
Catering,  while  on  the  second  night 
Tribal  citizen  Tony  Tommie  handled 
catering  duty.  Will  Bacon  emceed  the 
proceedings  on  both  nights. 

For  the  second  night,  July  27, 
grades  six  through  12  and  the  higher 
education  students  were  honored.  The 
theme  was  just  as  energized,  as  event 
organizers  transformed  the  gym  once 
again;  this  time  providing  attendees 
with  an  exhilarating  night  at  “Club 
64,”  thanks  to  the  superb  entertainment 
provided  by  Celebration  Source. 

There  was  even  a  stage  with  a 
Club  64  DJ  dropping  lavish  music. 

The  dim  lighting,  variety  of  neon 
lights,  towering  white  columns,  styl¬ 
ish  white  palms  on  every  table  and  the 
requisite  dance  floor  enhanced  the 
night  club  atmosphere. 

Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  Osceola  Jr.  said: 
“Last  night  this  looked  like  a  circus, 
but  tonight  —  Welcome  to  Club 
Seminole!  I  want  to  congratulate  the 
staff  at  the  Parent  Advisory  Committee 
for  what  they’ve  done  ...  the  energy 
and  effort  they’ve  put  in,  to  show 
appreciation  for  our  students.  It’s  just 
overwhelming.” 

Afterwards,  Natoshia  Osceola 
addressed  the  importance  of  parent 
involvement,  especially  where  the 
child’s  learning  experience  is  con¬ 
cerned. 

“When  a  child  sees  that  their 
parent  or  parents  are  involved,  and 
cares  about  what  goes  on  in  their 
school,  it  seems  to  keep  them  excited 
to  stay  in  school  and  that’s  very  impor¬ 
tant,”  she  stated.  “The  parents  always 
have  the  best  ideas  concerning  the 
children.  Parent  involvement  this  past 
year  was  great;  I  never  had  a  problem 
getting  parents  to  volunteer,  all  I  had 
to  do  was  ask.” 

“To  the  parents,  I  think  your 
doing  a  great  job,”  she  added.  “Stay 
involved  with  your  children  and 
always  show  them  you  care,  that 
you’re  proud  of  them.” 


Students  display  their  certificates. 


Esta  Liederman 

Clowning  around  at  the  Incentive  Awards. 


Esta  Liederman 

(L-R)  Louise  Gopher,  Jessica  Buster  and  Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max 
Osceola  Jr. 


Esta  Liederman 

On  night  one,  award  recipients  were  invited  to  get  an  airbrush  tattoo. 


Emcee  Will  Bacon,  Education  Advisor 


Esta  Liederman 

Students  wait  for  the  balloons  to  drop  during  the  festivities. 
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FrontRowUSA.com 
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Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


THE  POLICE-30TH 
ANNIVERSARY  TOUR, 
ISABEL  PANTOJA, 
KENNY  CHESNEY/PAT 
GREEN/SUGARIAND, 
TOOL,  THOMAS  AND 
FRIENDS,  LISA 
LAMPANELLI. 
ALEJANDRO  SANZ, 
JOHN  MAYER 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL. NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
XU  SPECIALIST  GET  YOUR 
TICKETS  NOW! 

YOUR  WORLD  CHAMPION. 

MIAMI  HEAT  EXPERTS. 
GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 


Top  Theatre 


'GO  DIEGO  GO-  LIVE! 
DISNEY'S  HI GH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THE  ICE  TOUR 
SESAME  STREET  LIVE! 
ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 


Concerts  |  Theatre  |  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


At  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located . 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front/ 


ALL  CONCERTS,  SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455-1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


WE  DELIVER  -  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miceosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years! 
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Good  Food,  Fun  at  8th  Annual  Rez  Rider  Car  Show  and  BBQ  Cook-Off 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  For  the 
eighth  year,  the  annual  Rez  Rider  Car 
Show  and  BBQ  Cook-Off  was  center  stage 
as  nice  cars  and  mouth  watering  food  was 
the  focus  at  the  recreation  ball  field  on  July 
21. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Hollywood  Recreation  Department, 
Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Office  and 
Maroone  Chevrolet. 

There  were  13  class  divisions  for 
judging  including:  Luxury,  Custom, 


Classic,  Bicycles,  Motorcycles,  SUVs, 
Custom  (Classic)  SUV,  Best  of  Show, 
Anything  on  Wheels,  Stock  Truck,  Custom 
Truck,  Classic  Truck  and  Extreme  Truck. 

The  barbecue  cook-off  was  based 
on  three  main  factors  for  judging:  appear¬ 
ance,  taste  and  booth  hospitality.  Ribs  were 
provided.  Cash  prizes  were  awarded  to 
first  though  third  finishers  based  on  a  scor¬ 
ing  system  for  each  division. 

Hollywood  Recreation  Director 
Moses  Jumper  Jr.  created  the  idea  for  the 
event. 

“I’ve  been  rebuilding 
classic  cars  for  25  years  or  so 
and  as  the  Tribe  has  continued 
to  grow  I  wanted  to  give  citi¬ 
zens  the  chance  to  show  off 
their  vehicles,”  Jumper  said. 

There  was  something 
for  everyone  with  the  acces¬ 
sories  in  the  cars  being  one  of 
the  more  popular  aspects  of 
the  event.  Items  such  as  tele¬ 
visions  and  sound  systems 
have  all  traditionally  been  a 
part  of  the  entertainment  for 
the  day. 

Jumper  says  it  has 
grown  every  year  with 
between  30-50  participants 
involved  and  was  initially 
held  at  the  Okalee  Village 
prior  to  construction  of  the 
Hollywood  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino. 

“It’s  just  another 
Tribal  activity  to  do  and  we 
want  to  continue  to  try  to 
accommodate  those  in  our 
community,”  he  said. 


Jim  Harper  (R)  and  Dave  Richardson  (L)  judge  a  1955  Chevrolet 
truck  from  the  Classic  division. 


Car  Show  &  Cook-Off  Results 

Car  Show 

Luxury  Car:  1.  Regina  Thinn,  2.  Regina  Thinn 
Custom  Car:  1.  Jay  Antona,  2.  Chris  Osceola,  3. 
Juanita  Osceola 

Classic  Car:  1.  Moses  Jumper  Jr.,  2.  Moses 
Jumper  Jr. 

SUV:  1.  Regina  Thinn,  2.  Geraldine  Osceola,  3. 
Krystle  Young 

Custom  (Classic)  SUV:  1 .  Max  Osceola  III,  2.  Jay 
Antona,  3.  Jay  Antona 

Best  of  Show:  1.  Chris  Osceola 
Custom  Truck:  1.  Chris  Osceola,  2.  Eric  Osceola, 
3.  Tate  Osceola 

Classic  Truck:  1.  Moses  Jumper  Jr.,  2.  Moses 
Jumper  Jr. 

Anything  on  Wheels:  1.  Tate  Osceola,  2.  Leslie 

Osceola 

Motorcycles:  1 .  Peter  Bivong,  2.  Jacob  DeMayo, 
3.  Jacob  DeMayo  /  Bronson  Hill 

Bicycles:  1 .  Leslie  Osceola,  2.  Jason  Don  Billie, 

3.  Eric  Osceola  /Phyllis  Osceola 

Extreme  Truck:  1 .  Jacob  DeMayo,  2.  Sherri 

Micco 

Custom  Classic  Car:  1.  Eric  Osceola,  2.  Jay 
Stewart,  3.  Jacob  DeMayo 

Cook-Off 

1.  Chucky  Osceola,  2.  Phalyn  Osceola,  3.  Eric 

Osceola 


Chris  Jenkins 

Eric  Osceola  poses  beside  his  1986  Chevrolet  Caprice,  equipped  with 
four  custom  13  inch  speakers. 


Little  Warriors  i 
ages  3-5 
3:30 

Little  Warriors  II 
ages  6-7 
4:00 

Team  Dragon 
ages  8-13 
4:00 

Adults  14+ 
5:30 

Big  Cypress 
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Contact  Irena  Loleiki  954.93  J.0515 
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Valley  Nationals  Debut  at  Hard  Rock 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  In  what 
is  expected  to  become  a  tradition  for 
years  to  come,  newcomers  and  some 
of  the  best  of  the  billiard  world  came 
together  for  the  25th  Annual  Silver 
Anniversary  Seminole  Florida  State 
Pool  Championships  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino  July  13-July  15. 

There  were  an  estimated  600 
to  800  participants  competing.  Tribal 
members,  Tribal  Council,  teams  from 
around  Florida  and  the  Bahamas  all 
took  part.  The  tournament  featured 
four  divisions:  sportsman,  expert,  state 
and  masters  all  competing  for  cash, 
prizes  and  bragging  rights.  Trophies 
were  awarded  to  first  through  fourth 
places,  and  one  professional  per  team 
was  allowed  in  the  masters  division  of 
competition. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Valley  National  Eightball  Association  President 
Anthony  Falcigno 


Tournament  Results: 

Sportsman  Team:  1.  Lords  of  the  Felt,  2. 
Strokin  254,  3.  Ball  Busters,  4.  Cues  Me. 

Expert  Team:  1 .  Racks  and  Balls,  2. 
Critters  Sharks,  3.  I.Q.’s,  4.  Equalizers. 

State  Team:  1 .  Nasty  Boys,  2.  Bad  Boys 
1,  3.  Top  Guns,  4.  Talkn-Bout  Strong. 

Women’s  singles:  1.  Kinikia  Kapono,  2. 
Teresa  Nunez,  3.  Alesia  Rhodes,  4.  Amy 
Roche. 

Men’s  singles:  1.  Steven  Rolls,  2.  Rick 
Mansfield,  3.  John  Megge,  4.  Jack  Billie. 

Master  Men’s:  1.  Will  Bilbrey,  2.  Nathan 
Rose,  3.  Bill  Wilson,  4.  Troy  Frank. 


This  was  the  first  year  for  the 
event  at  the  Hard  Rock  (although  in  its 
25th  year)  according  to  Tournament 
Director  Bill  Wilson.  He  said  it  was  all 
a  great  success  but  was  a  lot  of  hard 
work. 

“It  was  absolutely  great,” 
Wilson  said.  “We  had  a  wonderful  staff 
of  assistants  working  12  to  14  hour 
days  to  make  it  all  work.” 

The  Valley  National  Eightball 
Association  and  the  Tribe  were  the 
major  sponsors. 

VNEA  President  Anthony 
Falcigno  described  the  event  as  “a 
shining  star”  and  said  bringing  the 
event  to  the  Hard  Rock  took  over  five 
years  of  planning  due  in  part  to  sched¬ 
uling,  but  his  hopes  were  to  continue  to 
change  the  perception  of  billiard  play¬ 
ers  and  maintain  Tribal  exposure. 

“We  want  to  continue  to 
expose  our  players  to  the  finest  conditions,”  he  said. 
“The  hopes  are  also  that  this  reflects  well  on  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.” 

According  to  Falcigno,  a  major  part  of  the 
tournament’s  success  is  also  from  the  support  of 
Council,  in  particular,  Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress.  “David  has  been  the 
driving  force  for  this  all  along,”  Falcigno  said. 

Cypress  was  also  a  participant  and  was  presented  with 
the  Red  Jones  Meritorious  Service  Award.  The  award 
is  given  annually  to  the  person  exhibiting  contribu¬ 
tions  to  amateur  pool  and  who  shows  the  virtues  and 
strength  of  character,  competition  and  a  sense  of  fair 
play. 

Falcigno  and  Wilson  also  credited  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  and  Naples  Liaison  O.B.  Osceola  Jr. 
for  their  strong  support  throughout. 

“In  all  my  years  I  have  never  been  to  or  at  a 
tournament  where  such  good  sportsmanship  and 
friendships  existed,”  Wilson  said. 

He  expects  participation  in  next  year’s  tour¬ 
nament  to  double  and  will  have  approximately  16 
more  tables  added,  up  from  56  this  year.  It  will  also 
be  moved  to  its  traditional  time  slot  of  Mother’s  Day 
weekend  in  May.  For  more  information  on  dates  and 
times  for  events  visit  www.vnea.com 


Vivian  Villareal  and  Judy  Giroux 


Ted  Nelson 

Billy  Nelson 


Seminole  Dirt  Bike  Riders  Dominate 
at  Seminole  Tribe  Motocross  Track 


By  Ted  Nelson 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Tribal  citizens  Billy 
Nelson  and  Josh  Sneed  have  been  unbeatable  at  the 
Tribal  motocross  track  on  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation. 

Sneed  has  dominated  the  “C”  class  riding  on 
his  450  CRF  Honda  while  Nelson  is  establishing  his 
presence  in  the  “A”  class  on  his  450  CRF  Honda  dirt 
bike. 

Sneed  and 

Nelson  have  been  very 
busy  in  the  past  year  and 
have  advanced  in  class 
and  skill  in  this  highly 
competitive  sport.  The 
duo  has  received  sponsor¬ 
ship  from  Seminole 
Sports  Management,  as 
well  as  very  much  appre¬ 
ciated  support  from  their 
parents,  family,  Tribal 
leaders,  recreation,  and 
help  from  many  individu¬ 
als  in  the  motocross  rac¬ 
ing  industry. 

On  July  1,  both 
Sneed  and  Nelson  won 
their  respective  classes  in 
the  Florida  MX  Series 
that  is  now  making  the 
Seminole  Tribe 
Motocross  track  one  of 
its  Florida  circuit  tracks. 

Since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  2007,  the  young 
riders  have  been  follow¬ 


ing  an  intense  training 
schedule  to  qualify  for  the 
national  motocross  cham¬ 
pionships.  On  June  23-24 


both  competed  at  the  Southeast  Regional  in  Bremen, 
Ga.  for  a  spot  on  the  starting  gate  at  Loretta  Lynn’s 
Ranch  in  Hurricane  Mills,  Term.,  from  July  30  through 
Aug.  5. 

The  top  40  riders  in  each  class  will  compete 
in  the  national  championships. 


Billy  Nelson  and  Josh  Sneed 


Criminal  Defense 


— * — 

DU  I 
VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE 
FAMILY  LAW 
CHILD  SUPPORT 

Traffic  Tickets 

- • - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
C  Lewiston,  Florida 

- • - 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 
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Submitted  by  Travis  Trueblood 

(L-R,  Back  Row):  Kenny  Doney,  Brandon  Billie,  Gilbert  King,  Tammy  King,  Kim  Chalfant,  Danielle 
Howard,  Loretta  Peterson,  (L-R,  Front  Row):  Travis  Trueblood,  Carla  Gopher  and  Ignacio  Orozco. 


Reservation  Hosts  Mini-Triathlon 
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Submitted  By  Travis  Trueblood 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida’s  Brighton  Recreation  Department  spon¬ 
sored  the  community’s  first  ever  mini-triathlon  on 
July  7  in  Brighton. 

The  event,  which  was  open  to  Tribal  and 
community  members,  consisted  of  a  one  mile  run, 
200-yard  swim  and  five  mile  bike  ride.  There  were 
four  categories:  men’s  and  women’s,  ages  16-34, 
and  men’s  and  women’s,  ages  35  and  older.  There 
were  cash  prizes  for  the  first  three  places  in  each 
category  and  raffle  door  prizes. 

Competition  was  heated  in  all  categories. 
For  the  16-34  men,  Ignacio  Orozco  led  the  pack 
and  finished  with  an  overall  time  of  37  minutes, 

29  seconds.  Second  place  went  to  Brandon  Billie 
at  38  minutes,  52  seconds.  Gilbert  King  edged 
Travis  Trueblood  for  third  pace  with  a  time  of  42 
minutes  flat. 

Kenny  Doney  was  the  sole  competitor  in 
the  men’s  35  and  older  category  and  finished  with 
a  time  of  47  minutes,  28  seconds. 


In  the  16-34  women’s  division,  Danielle 
Howard  finished  first  with  a  time  of  44  minutes, 

21  seconds.  Tammy  King  took  second  place  with  a 
time  of  45  minutes,  18  seconds.  Not  far  behind 
was  Carla  Gopher  in  third  place  with  a  time  of  45 
minutes,  38  seconds. 

Loretta  Peterson  took  first  place  in  the 
women’s  35  and  older  category  and  Kim  Chalfant 
took  second. 

Brighton  Recreation  Director  Richard 
Osceola  thanked  everyone  for  their  support  and  for 
making  fitness  a  priority.  “These  are  important 
events  for  our  communities,”  he  said. 

Brighton  Recreation  Fitness  Trainer  Kai 
Setty  organized  the  event  and  held  triathlon  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  Brighton  community  residents  in 
preparation  for  the  competition. 

The  Brighton  Recreation  Department 
plans  on  hosting  another  mini-triathlon  this  com¬ 
ing  fall.  Setty  said  that  the  next  mini-triathlon  will 
be  open  to  Tribal  employees  as  well,  and  will  also 
include  a  category  for  youth  competitors. 
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Final  Rodeo  for  2007  EIRA  Series 


By  Judy  Weeks 

LABELLE,  Fla.  —  The  2007  series  for  the  Eastern  Indian 
Rodeo  Association  (EIRA)  reached  its  climax  on  July  21  in  LaBelle,  Fla. 

Despite  heavy  afternoon  rains,  it  was  determined  that  the  show 
must  go  on.  There  was  only  a  few  moments  delay,  while  the  arena  was 
aggressively  dragged  in  an  effort  to  remove  excessive  water.  Competitors, 
their  families  and  spectators  did  not  allow  their  spirits  to  be  dampened  as 
they  donned  their  rain  gear  for  the  final  shower  that  lasted  only  a  few 
minutes. 


The  bullfighter  works  to  free  the  first  place  winner  in  the  junior  bulls,  Ethan  Gopher. 


It  was  a  muddy  ride  for  the  mutton  busters  who  opened  the 
Junior  Rodeo  on  their  wooly,  black  sheep.  Flying  down  the  arena,  they 
slid  off  into  the  mud  with  big  smiles  as  they  beat  the  buzzer.  Hanging  on 
for  24.3  seconds,  Mark  Holmes  took  first 
place,  followed  by  Kirkland  Boney  with 
14.98. 

The  first  youngster  out  of  the  chute  in 
the  Wild  Pony  Race  was  Riley  Smith.  Laid  out 
on  the  pony’s  back  like  a  true  bronc  rider,  he 
made  it  half  way  down  the  arena  before  losing 
his  grip.  The  crowd  roared  as  he  was  shot  off 
the  ramp  of  the  pony  and  slid  on  his  back  in 
the  wet  clay. 

Kelton  Smedley’s  little  white  pony 
proved  to  be  a  stick  of  dynamite  as  he  bucked 
vigorously  earning  him  a  winning  score  of  34. 

Kelton  executed  the  perfect  dismount  by  land¬ 
ing  on  his  feet  and  running  along  beside  while 
gaining  his  equilibrium.  Timothy  Bearden  beat 
his  brother,  Thomas,  out  of  second  place  by 
one  point. 

With  his  red  chaps  flapping  in  the  air, 

Jobe  Johns  had  an  awesome  57  seconds  in  the 

calf  riding  event.  Kelton  Smedley  and  Riley 
Smith  had  tough  breaks  right  out  of  the  chute, 
but  Dalton  Koenes  managed  to  pull  through  in 
the  second  slot. 

Wearing  iridescent  blue  and  white 
chaps,  Chad  Motlow  was  a  spectacular  figure 
as  he  took  first  place  on  a  lean,  mean  brown 
critter  in  the  steer  riding  category.  Kelton 
Smedley  was  thrown  straight  up  in  the  air, 
while  Zane  Ducheneaux  gave  everyone  a  few 
tense  moments  when  he  remained  hung  on  top 
of  the  steer.  With  4.16  seconds  Timothy 
Bearden  was  the  second  place  winner. 

There  was  wild  action  in  the  junior 


bulls  as  everyone  rushed  to  Ethan  Gopher’s  aid.  He  got 
hung  up  following  a  magnificent  ride.  It  is  times  like  this 
when  the  bullfighters  are  worth  their  weight  in  gold. 
Despite  his  experience,  Ethan  acquired  75  points  for  first 
place. 

The  fence  drew  the  junior  bulls  like  a  magnet  on 
the  night  of  July  21.  Second  place  winner  Cody  Motlow 
avoided  being  slammed  into  it  and  was  nearly  stepped  on 
when  his  black  and  white  monster  tapped  danced  around 
him.  Andrew  Holmes’ 
mount  headed  straight 
for  the  fence  as  he  exit¬ 
ed  the  chute  with  his 
rider  making  a  swift 
recovery.  It  took  a  few 
seconds  for  Billy  Foley 
to  free  is  hand  and  dive 
for  the  fence  as  the  bull 
chased  him. 

As  always,  the 
darlings  of  the  Junior 
Rodeo  are  the  4-8  year 
old  barrel  racers. 
Wearing  a  Seminole 
jacket  and  riding  a 
beautiful  paint  horse, 
Araya  Youngblood  was 
the  first  to  ride  by  her¬ 
self  into  the  arena. 
Budha  Jumper  and  her 
little  Appaloosa  pony 
followed  the  family  tra¬ 
dition  and  did  the  pat¬ 
tern  all  by  themselves 
without  knocking  over  a 
barrel.  Dayra  Koenes, 
Brighton  Bauman  and 
Mila  Osceola  have  great 
futures  with  times  rang¬ 
ing  from  25  to  35  sec¬ 
onds. 

Reba  Osceola 
struggled  to  pick  up  her 

feet  in  the  wet  clay  as  she  led  her  smiling  daughter, 
Madison,  through  the  pattern.  Wearing  a  huge  black  hat 
and  waving  to  the  crowd,  Alea  Turtle  was  pulled  along  by 


Andrew  Holmes  shows  great  form  in  the  junior  bulls. 


Rodeo  Cow:  One,  Cowboy  -  Dustin  Holmes:  Zero. 


Judy  Weeks 

Zane  Ducheneaux  is  thrown  into  a  tricky  position  in  the  steer  riding. 


her  brother,  Seth  Randolph.  Ahnie  Jumper  blew  everyone’s  doors  off  with  no  times  jj®d 
a  17.77  win,  followed  by  Jobe  Johns  and  Cyrus  Smedley. 

Despite  the  wet  arena,  Zane  Ducheneaux  aced  the  9-12  year  old 
barrels  with  a  15.88  win.  Melani  Perez  did  a  great  job  for  second  place 
with  Acelyn  Youngblood  in  third,  after  a  downed  barrel  cost  Calgary 
Johns  the  spot.  Kelton  Smedley  and  Courtney  Gore  were  neck  and  neck 
in  the  nineteen  second  range. 

It  was  a  close  race  in  the  13- 
18  year  category  of  the  barrels  with 
fractions  of  a  second  determining  the 
winner.  Taylor  Johns’  17.575  beat  out 
Janae  Braswell’s  17.852  for  first  place. 

It  was  6  and  0  for  the  cows  in 
the  junior  breakaway  with  no  qualified 
times  despite  a  great  deal  of  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  youngsters. 

Following  a  short  break  and 
redressing  of  the  arena,  the  Sanctioned 
Events  got  underway  at  8  p.m. 

Announcer  Tom  Bass  briefly  enlight¬ 
ened  the  audience  regarding  the 
upcoming  qualifications  and  the  Indian 
National  Finals  Rodeo,  which  will  take 
place  in  San  Carlos, 

Ariz.  in  October. 

Carrying  the  flags, 

Taylor  Johns  and 
Heather  Petersen  led 
the  grand  entry. 

Oklahoma 
entrant  Jeremy  Shed 
earned  77  points  on  one 
of  Marki  Rodeo’s  infa¬ 
mous  bronc  s  after  a 
hair  raising  ride  in  the 
barebac  competition. 

Cody  Parker’s  orange 
chaps  caught  every¬ 
one’s  eye,  including  the 
horse,  as  he  hastily 
exited  the  arena  fol- 


they  sacrifice  themselves  in  a  muddy  arena.  Tommy 
McCormick’s  steer  snatched  him  off  into  the  mud  for  a  no 
time. 

Visiting  from  Robertsdale,  Ala.,  Quint  Campbell 
had  a  nine  seconds  flat,  but  wasn’t  fast  enough  to  beat 
Naha  Jumper’s  5.2  seconds.  Despite  the  fact  that  Sidney 
Gore  wound  up  skiing  behind  his  steer,  he  completed  the 
job  for  second  place. 

It  was  a  tough  night  in  the  tie  down  roping.  Naha 
Jumper  won  first  place  with  a  21.5  second  run,  but  not 
without  stiff  competition.  Josh  Jumper’s  face  catch  put 
him  out  of  the  running  when  the  calf  slipped  the  noose. 
Justin  Gopher,  Happy  Jumper  and  Hilliard  Gopher  caught 
their  steers  and  slipping  and  sliding  flipped  them  to  the 
ground.  The  hom  beat  all  three  while  completing  their  tie 
downs. 

Trina  Bowers  and  Mindi  Fish  won  in  the 
women’s  breakaway  when  they  roped  their  quarry  right 
out  of  the  box. 

Norman  Johns  had  the  first  place  winning  throw 
for  two  rodeos  in  a  row  in  the  50+  breakaway.  Paul 
Bowers  drew  a  bad  steer  that  hooked  back  toward  the  box 
and  then  rammed  the  fence  giving  him  no  opportunity  to 
compete.  Using  two  loops,  Billie  Joe  Johns  took  second 
place  with  a  15.6  run.  Rudy  Osceola  had  a  good  catch  but 
wasn’t  quick  enough  for  the  money. 

Josh  Jumper  caught  right  out  of  the  box,  turned 
the  steer  for  Hilliard  Gopher’s  doubles  and  they  faced  off 
with  a  nine  second  flat  run  to  win  the  team  roping.  It  was 
a  hot  night  for  Hilliard  when  he  also  took  second  place 
with  teammate,  Justin  Gopher  during  the  slack. 

Shawn  John  and  Todd  Johns  pulled  third  with  an 
1 1.2  time  plus  five  seconds  for  a  one  leg  heel.  More  than 
20  teams  competed  in  the  roping  and  slack  with  numerous 
.  few  broken  barriers. 

There  were  some  fabulous  times  in  the  women’s  barrel  racing 
despite  the  slippery  turns  created  by  the  rain  soaked  arena.  Unfortunately, 
numerous  barrels  were  flipped  as  the  horses  fought  to  keep  their  footing, 
resulting  in  several  five  second  penalties.  Thanks  to  the  excellent  riding 
skills  of  these  contestants,  there  were  no  wrecks.  As  the  horses  slid, 
scrabbled  and  fought  their  way  around  the  pattern,  you  had  to  take  your 


Steer  rider  Timothy  Bearden  is  bucked  into  second  place. 


Budha  Jumper  puts  her  pony  through  its  paces  in  the  4-8  year  old  barrels. 


lowing  his  second  place  win. 

One  of  Brighton’s  local  boys,  Davy  Snow,  fol¬ 
lowed  his  family’s  legacy  when  he  made  his  colorfiil 
debut  in  pink  and  silver  chaps  in  the  saddle  bronc  riding. 
He  drew  a  particularly  bad  boy  for  the  ride  which  cata¬ 
pulted  him  into  the  air  outside  the  chutes,  but  didn’t  daunt 
his  spirit. 

Veteran  Robert  Youngblood  was  poised  in  the 
saddle  with  his  hand  in  the  air,  as  he  fought  hard  for  his  8 
second  ride  that  earned  him  a  first  place  in  the  saddle 
broncs. 

The  steer  wrestlers  were  good  sports  as  they 
jumped  from  their  horses  into  the  mud  to  bull  dog  their 
steers.  This  is  a  harsh,  rough  and  tumble  event  under  ideal 
conditions  and  brings  out  the  best  in  the  participants  as 


hat  off  to  these  accomplished  female  athletes. 

The  four  top  winners  in  the  barrels  had  scores  ranging  from 
15.863  to  16.533  seconds.  That  is  less  than  one  second  determining  the 
winners,  who  were:  Tess  Ducheneaux,  Mackenzie  Johns,  Perri  Whidden 
and  Brenda  Youngblood. 

There  were  no  qualified  rides  in  the  bull  riding  competition  but 
this  didn’t  prevent  an  exciting  exhibition.  Seth  Randolph  cleared  the 
chutes  on  a  black  and  white  spotted  beast  determined  to  create  a  major 
upset.  Dayne  Johns  yellow  chaps  were  a  blur  as  his  bull  spun  him  around 
in  circles.  Justin  Gopher  survived  several  hard  bucks  before  being  sky 
rocketed  into  the  air  and  Justin  Aldridge  learned  the  meaning  of  “eat 
dirt.” 

Matt  Clemons,  a  professional  bull  rider  from  Okeechobee,  put 
on  a  guest  performance  of  awesome  proportions.  Exiting  the  chute  on  one 
of  Marki’s  finest,  he  took  a  royal  beating  before  earning  his  eight  sec¬ 
onds,  dismounting  and  throwing  his  hat  to  the  crowd. 
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Krystle  Young  (L)  dribbles  hard  right  to  get  past  Ariah  Osceola  (R). 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Big  Cypress  Boys  take  home  championship  honors  for  the  11  and  under  team. 


Alonzo  Wargolet 


Lariah  Balentine  dribbles  into  the  trap,  but  avoids  a  turnover. 


Youth  Spend  Holiday  Weekend  on  the  Court 

July  4th  Youth  Basketball 
Tournament  Held 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Independence  Day  holiday  brings 
many  fun  activities  to  the  Hollywood 
Reservation  including,  the  July  Youth 
Basketball  tournament.  The  weekend  of 
June  30- July  1,  youth  from  all  over  gath¬ 
ered  to  compete  in  the  first  July  Fourth 
Youth  Basketball  Tournament  held  at  the 
Seminole  Gym  and  Hollywood  Christian 
Gymnasiums. 

Due  to  the  amount  of  teams,  the 
games  started  early  Friday  morning  and 
carried  over  to  Saturday  night,  having 
games  at  Hollywood  Christian  and 
Seminole  Recreation. 

The  games  consisted  of  competi¬ 
tive  games,  good  teamwork  and  lots  of  fun 
to  go  around. 

The  winners  were  as  follows:  8  & 
under  kids  were  all  winners  and  received 
medals;  11  &  Under  Coed  Champions:  Big 
Cypress;  14  &  Under  Girls  Champions: 

Lady  Seminoles  (14);  14  &  Under  Boys 
Champions:  Del  Ray;  17  &  Under  Girls 
Champions:  Lady  Seminoles  (17);  and  17 
&  Under  Boys  Champions:  Unknowns. 

Teams  at  the  tournament  included: 

8  &  Under  Teams:  Hollywood,  Big 
Cypress,  Lil  Hustlers,  Brighton,  Del  Ray; 

“4Tund“  *-*'—*• 


Girls  Teams:  Lady  Seminoles,  Big  Cypress,  Del  Ray;  14  &  Under 
Boys  Teams:  Hollywood,  Big  Cypress,  Brighton,  Del  Ray  (Blue), 
Del  Ray  (White);  17  &  Under  Girls  Teams:  Lady  Seminoles  (17), 
Brighton,  Team  Florida,  Lady  Seminoles  (14);  17  &  Under  Boys 
Teams:  Hollywood,  Cannon,  Big  Cypress,  Justin’s,  Rockstars,  Del 
Ray  (Blue),  Team  N.A.B.I.,  South  Broward,  Unknown  Boys,  Del 
Ray  (White). 
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High  School  Natives  Time  to  Shine  in  First  NCAA  Tournament 
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Seminoles  Take  Their  Boys 
and  Girls  Teams  to  Compete 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

PHOENIX  —  Anticipation  grew  as  many 
young  Native  teams  showed  up  at  the  Fort  McDowell 
Resort  for  registration  on  July  9.  Teams  arrived  wear¬ 
ing  their  Native  pride,  displaying  T-shirts  from  then- 
hometowns,  and  their  basketball  skills  on  the  brink  of 
explosion. 

Excitement  filled  the  air  as  the  NCAA  certifi¬ 
cation  meeting  opened  many  minds  to  a  new  world. 
What  a  Native  High  School  bailer  dreams  for  is  a 
chance  to  shine  and  the  place  to  be  on  the  week  of 
July  9-14  was  in  Phoenix,  Aiz. 

The  Native  American  Basketball  Invitational 
(NABI)  played  host  to  an  array  of  Native  Tribes  to  be 
spread  out  playing  what  Indians  call  “Rezball” 
throughout  the  city. 

The  Honorary  Commissioner  of  NABI  2007, 
Diana  Taurasi,  WNBA  All-Star  and  Phoenix  Mercury 
guard,  and  former  Louisiana  State  University  basket¬ 
ball  coaching  legend  Dale  Brown  both  attended  NABI. 
The  two  also  came  to  show  their  support  of  all  these 
young  Natives’  basketball  hopes  and  dreams. 

Brown  is  the  only  Southeastern  Conference 
coach  to  appear  in  15  consecutive  NCAA  tournaments 
and  has  led  LSU  teams  to  two  final  fours.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  down  this  way  refer  to  him  as  Shaquille  O’Neal’s 
coach. 

Aside  from 
basketball,  the  week 
was  filled  with  many 
new  and  exciting 
events.  First,  it  started 
out  with  team  check-in, 
which  allowed  all  the 
players  and  teams  to 
get  together  for  the 
2007  NABI  team  orien¬ 
tation  and  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Nike  team  uni¬ 
forms  and  credentials. 

Since  its 

inception,  NABI  has 
created  numerous 
opportunities  for  Native 
American  students  to 
receive  college  athletic 
scholarships. 

“Their  excep¬ 
tional  talent  and  pas¬ 
sion  for  the  game 
makes  them  prime  can¬ 
didates  for  scholarship 
opportunities,  but  due 
to  the  demographics  of 
most  reservations  they 
do  not  always  get  to 
show  off  their  talents  to 
college  recruiters”  said 

Mark  West,  NABI  co-founder  and  vice  president  of 
player  programs  for  the  Phoenix  Suns. 

As  an  NCAA  summer  tournament,  NABI 


became  the  first  all 
Native  American 
Basketball  tournament 
certified  by  the  NCAA. 

Being  an  NCAA  certified 
event  allows  Division  I 
and  II  coaches  and 
scouts  to  attend  the 
NABI  tournament.  This, 
in  turn,  means  more 
exposure  for  Native 
youth. 

“This  NCAA 
rule  change  and  new 
sanction  is  arguably  one 
of  the  most  significant 
developments  to  ever 
occur  in  Native  and  col¬ 
lege  basketball”  said 
GinaMarie  Scarpa- 
Mabry,  co-founder  of 
NABI  and  tournament 
director. 

Increased  demand  for  teams  represented 
throughout  Indian  country  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  led 
NABI  to  expand  the  field  from  24  teams  in  its  2003 
inaugural  year  to  80  —  40  boys  and  40  girls  —  for 
this  year’s  tournament.  This  year  brought  41  girls’ 
teams  and  46  boys’  teams.  The  tournament  games 
were  played  in  various  local  venues  with  the  champi¬ 
onship  rounds  at  the  US  Airways  Center. 

The  Seminole 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Greg  Carter  passes  the  ball  quickly  to  a  teammate. 


NABI  Tournament  Results 

Girls  MVP:  Angel  Goodrich,  4  Love  of  the 
Game,  Muscogee  Creek  Nation,  Oklahoma 

Boys  MVP:  Wayne  Runnel,  Cheyenne 
Arapaho,  Cheyenne  Arapaho,  Oklahoma 

Girls  All  Stars:  Angel  Goodrich,  4  Love  of  the 
Game,  Nicolette  Lewis,  4  Love  of  the  Game,  Gabrielle 
Curtis,  4  Comerz,  Terri  Todachine,  4  Comerz,  Noel 
Hinton,  Rez  Girls,  Tanishia  Manson,  Arizona  Hoops, 
Kensey  Hall,  MHA  Nation,  Kylie  Medicine  Horse, 
Lady  Eagles,  Nicole  Crisp,  Lady  Eagles,  Telisha  Joe, 
Navajo  Nation  Lady  Cats 

Boys  All  Stars:  Wayne  Runnels,  Cheyenne 
Arapaho,  Ephriam  Kelley,  Cheyenne  Arapaho,  Jo  Jon 
Smith,  4  Love  of  the  Game,  Trevan  JimBoy,  4  Love  of 
the  Game,  Lavell  Harris,  Yakima  Nation,  TJ 
McCauley,  Lakota  Regulators,  Jeff  Longhair,  Young 
Guns,  Ephraim  Sloan,  Chi’hootso  Wolfpack,  Jordan 
Kayow,  Kansas  Kings,  Nathanial  Packineau,  MHA 
Nation 

Girls  Teams:  1.4  Love  of  the  Game, 
Oklahoma,  2.  4  Komerz,  Arizona,  3.  Rez  Girls, 
Arizona 

Boys  Teams:  1 .  Cheyenne  Arapaho, 
Oklahoma,  2.  4  Love  of  the  Game,  Oklahoma,  3. 
Lakota  Regulators,  South  Dakota 


from  different  tribes  and 
different  teams,  and  I 
know  what  I  need  to 
improve  on  for  next 
year.” 

The  Seminole 
boy’s  team  went  2-1  in 
their  pool  play  which 
gave  them  a  five  seed 
and  paired  them  up  with 
the  Young  Gunz  from 
Arizona.  They  faced  the 
Young  Gunz  with  inten¬ 
sity  and  determined  to 
make  it  to  the  US 
Airways. 

Teamwork  and 
hustle  helped  them  win 
this  game  -  the  final 
score  Florida  Seminoles 
72,  Young  Gunz  63. 

The  stage  was 
set  for  a  big  showdown 

at  the  Salt  River  High  School  Gym  on  July  13  with 
college  coaches  and  many  spectators  cheering  and 
chanting  for  their  favorite  teams.  It  was  definitely  a 
great  atmosphere  to  play  in. 


Tribe  of  Florida  sent 
two  teams  to  represent 
the  Tribe.  Coach  Tim 
Thomas  from  the 
Brighton  Recreation 
Department  brought  a 
group  of  boys  and  a 
girls  team  from  various 
reservations. 

The  pool  play 
began  with  every  team 
playing  one  game  a 
day,  from  July  9 
through  1 1 .  After  col¬ 
lecting  all  scores,  regu¬ 
lar  single-elimination 
tournament  play  started 
on  July  12. 

The  Lady 

Seminoles  went  1-2  in 
the  pool  play,  and 
therefore  didn’t 
advance  to  tournament 
play  but  gained  valu¬ 
able  experience,  and 
more  importantly 
improved  every  game. 
Chelsea  Mountain,  a 
senior  at  American 
Heritage  from  the 

Hollywood  Reservation,  commented  on  her  experi¬ 
ence. 

“It  was  fun.  I  got  to  meet  a  lot  of  other  people 


The  Florida  Seminoles  went  up  against  the 
Cheyenne  Arapaho  team.  It  was  all  a  basketball  fan 
could  hope  for:  a  great,  intense  game.  Players  were 
diving  on  the  floor,  hustling  after  rebounds  and  loose 
balls,  mixed  in  with  good  competition  and  the  crowd 
atmosphere  was  intense. 

The  depth  of  the  Cheyenne  Arapaho  team 
overwhelmed  the  Florida  Seminole  team.  The  final 
score  was  Florida  Seminoles  48  and  Cheyenne 
Arapaho  73.  The  Cheyenne  Arapaho  team  went  on  to 
win  the  championship. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  was  a  sponsor 
of  this  event  as  well  as  other  sponsors  such  as  Nike, 
Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community,  Ak- 
Chin  Indian  Community,  Fort  McDowell  Yavapai 
Nation,  Soroa  Band  Of  Luiseno  Indians,  University  of 
Phoenix,  Native  Voice,  21  Native,  Navajo  Times,  The 
Arizona  Republic,  AZ  TV,  U.S.  Airways,  Phoenix 
Sims,  Phoenix  Mercury,  Arizona  Diamondbacks,  Gila 
Ricer  Indian  Community,  The  Original  Sweathats.com, 
Fort  Mojave  Indian  Community,  Haualapai  Tribe, 
Arizona  Department  of  Health  Services,  Pima  Awards 
and  Promotional  Products,  Inc.,  Heard  Museum, 
Arizona  Native  Scene,  Yavapai  Prescott  Indian  Tribe, 
Championship  Trophies  and  Parents  Speak  up 
National  Campaign. 


Alice  TJ  Osceola  the  great  uses  her  quickness  to  get  past  the  defense. 
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A  V  A  I  LADLE  OPTIONS: 

leather  Tri-fold  Sola  Bed  On  Star  CD  Changer  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors. 
Ground  Effects  Packages,  20"  Wheels  &  Much  Mom 
Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  Jobs,  lilted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


On  Plnes/Hollywood  Blvd. 

I  m  a  Just  West  oi  Untvorsltw  nrivo 

MarOOne  954-433-3408 

C  hevro  I  ©  t  C0MTflCT  giovanni  varcas 


IN  tM  C(Hf  EiSlfQH  DEPARTMENT 

Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 


Maroon  e 


a  VANS  AVAILABLE! 
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Hew  Body  Styles 
2500  &  3300 
Diesel  or  Gas 


EXCLUSIVE  DEALER  fOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions,  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 
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Birthdays 


Happy  13th  birthday  to 
Monique  Jimmie  on  Aug.  13. 1  hope 
you  become  everything  that  I  am  not. 
Love, 

Your  dad,  Markell  Billie 


Happy  birthday  Rowdey 
Osceola!  Rudy  and  Lisa  Osceola  visited 
their  grandson  Rowdey  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  to 
celebrate  his  15th  birthday. 

Seen  in  the  photo  are:  (L-R) 
Lisa  Osceola,  Rudy  Osceola,  Reggie 
Scott,  Rachael  Lee,  Rowdey  Osceola, 
Buffy  Powell  and  Shiloh  Smith 


Memory 

In  Memoriam  of  Patrick  Allen  Jones 

June  20, 1967 -April  30,  2006 


By  Louise  Gopher,  Mother 

It  has  been  more  than  a  year  since  Patrick  slipped 
away  from  this  world  during  his  afternoon  nap  at  the  Florida 
Institute  of  Neurological  Rehabilitation  on  April  30,  2006. 
Although  the  family  never  formally  thanked  everyone  for  their 
kind  words  and  gestures,  it  wasn’t  that  we  did  not  appreciate 
them.  It  was  because  we  did  not  how  to  express  how  truly 
grateful  we  were,  and  it  was  difficult  to  express  strong  feelings 
in  a  few  words. 

There  were  so  many  people  over  the  two  years  of  his 
convalescence  that  took  the  time  to  visit  with  him,  sing  to  him, 
pray  for  him  and  even  bring  traditional  medicine  to  him.  He 
was  hospitalized  in  West  Palm  Beach,  Boynton  Beach  and 
finally  ended  up  in  Wauchula,  Fla.  But  distance  did  not  matter 
to  his  friends  and  family.  And  there  are  those  strangers  who 
offered  comforting  words. 

During  his  first  night  of  injury,  when  he  was  in  grave 
condition,  there  was  a  Deacon  from  Belle  Glade,  Fla.  who  sat 
down  with  me  and  prayed  for  us.  There  was  a  black  lady  who 
worked  on  the  construction  crew  on  1-95  who  came  in  every 
night  to  visit  her  mom  and  always  offered  me  home  cooked 
food.  She  would  always  say,  “You  need  to  eat.” 

There  was  a  white  lady  who  walked  with  me  nightly 
to  the  parking  lot.  The  45th  Street  area  in  West  Palm  is  not 
very  safe.  And  then  there  was  the  staff  at  Florida  Institute  of 
Neurological  Rehabilitation  (FINR)  who  took  excellent  care  of 
Pat.  We  never  had  to  worry  about  him.  To  friends,  family  and 
strangers,  we  thank  you  all  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts! 


Patrick  passed  away  on  April  30,  2006  at  the  age  of 
38.  He  was  bom  on  June  20,  1967  and  had  a  birthday  recently. 
It  would  have  been  his  40th.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Panther 
Clan  and  a  resident  of  the  Brighton  Reservation.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Seminole  Bible  Baptist  Church  in  Brighton  and 
graduated  from  Okeechobee  High  School  in  1985. 

He  grew  up  around  his  grandparents,  Willie  and  Flora 
Jones,  and  his  late  uncle,  Bert  Jones.  They  taught  him  to  speak 
fluent  Creek.  Because  of  them,  he  grew  up  with  love  and 
respect  for  his  native  traditions  and  cultural  ways.  They  taught 
him  to  sing  and  lead  dances  at  traditional  ceremonies.  Patrick 
was  very  fond  of  the  Green  Com  Dance  Ceremony  and  loved 
to  play  stickball  there.  He  took  all  this  knowledge  with  him. 

The  family  sent  few  items  with  Patrick  for  his  journey 
which  included  the  sign-in  book  from  his  room  at  FINR  with 
well  wishes  from  his  many  visitors  over  the  last  two  years.  We 
also  included  an  autographed  copy  of  Patrick  Smith’s  book,  A 
Land  Remembered,  which  was  his  favorite  book  —  he  loved  to 
read  —  and  his  stickball  game  sticks. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Annette,  son  Tallbird 
Richard  Pewo;  sisters  Rita  McCabe  and  Carla  Gopher,  mother 
Louise  Gopher  and  two  nephews  Michael  and  Erik  Garcia.  All 
reside  on  the  Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation. 


Retirement 

Tribal  Employee  Sandy  Seiner  Retires 


By  Dave  Anderson,  Housing  Dept. 

Tribal  citizens,  Tribal  leaders, 
employees  and  friends  of  the  Tribe 
joined  together  on  July  13  to  wish  a  fond 
farewell  to  longtime  employee  and  a 
good  friend  Sandy  Seiner.  Sandy  has 
spent  the  last  29  years  not  only  perform¬ 
ing  her  duties  but  touching  our  lives  in 
her  own  unique  way.  This  night  was  our 
chance  to  thank  her. 

The  gathering  was  held  at  the 
Renaissance  Hotel  in  Plantation  and  they 
put  on  a  very  nice  affair.  The  food  and 
banquet  room  as  well  as  the  service  were 
perfect.  The  emcee  for  the  evening  was 
Sally  Tommie,  who  did  a  wonderful  job 
though  at  times  let  her  own  emotions  for 
Sandy  show  through.  She  even  serenaded 
Sandy  by  song;  unfortunately  there  are 
no  recordings  available  for  proof. 

Those  of  us  who  were  in  atten¬ 
dance  all  had  a  chance  to  take  the  micro¬ 
phone  and  tell  our  own  stories  of  this 


lovable  and  gracious  woman.  As  we  lis¬ 
tened  to  everyone  speak  it  was  very  clear 
how  special  she  really  is.  We  all  spoke 
about  the  woman  that  not  only  made  a 
difference  in  our  lives  but  through  her 
dedication  has 
played  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  during 
the  growth  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida. 

Words 
cannot  express 
how  much  we’ll 
miss  her.  But 
come  Monday 
morning  there  are 
going  to  be  peo¬ 
ple  wondering 
what  to  do  or 
who  to  contact 
because  she’s  not 
there  to  help 


them  like  she  has  been  for  so  many 
years.  And  then  we  will  know. 

Enjoy  your  retirement,  “Kiddo,” 
and  thank  you  for  everything. 


Poems 


Dark  Dream 

Into  a  dark  dream  I  have  awakened 
All  freedoms,  they  have  taken 
You  wouldn ’t  believe  it  even  if  I  told  you  what  I’m  seeing 
It  created  the  person  I  am  being 
Hey!!  You  didn ’t  understand  what  I  said 
Don ’t  even  think  once,  just  smash  his  head 
Now  they  know  they  can ’t  treat  me  any  kind  of  way 
They  understand  what  I  say 
Officers  and  inmates  they  all  the  same 
Brown  and  blue  -  different  colors  -playing  the  same  game 
Corruptions,  consumptions,  assumptions,  eruptions 
It ’s  all  part  of  my  daily  living 
Gotta  build  me  a  good  life,  cause  they  ain ’t  giving 
Hustles  are  fast,  gotta  be  faster 
Match  wits,  think  quick,  be  my  own  master 
Into  a  dark  dream,  I  have  awakened 
All  freedoms  they  have  taken 
You  wouldn ’t  believe  it  even  if  I  told  you  what  I’m  seeing 
Rage  is  the  person  I’m  being 
Shanked  in  the  yard,  gunners  gunning 
Stalkers  stalking,  punks  everywhere!  Aaaaaaah!! 

Did  ya  hear  that?  It  was  the  sound  of  my  controls  breaking 
Into  a  dark  dream  I  have  awakened 

—  Joey  W.  Henry 

Good  Die  Young 

Life  is  hard  and  full  of pain 
But  when  one  dies  we  come  together 
The  good  die  young 
And  now  they  ’re  on  their  way 
They  were  my  homies  in  this  place 
And  they’ll  be  with  me  till  I  go 
But  that  doesn ’t  make  it  easy 
With  all  the  memories  that  I  have 
This  is  my  way  to  say  goodbye 
The  only  way  I  can  cry 
So  I  guess  I’ll  see  y  ’all  when  I  get  there 
Cause  I’m  still  here  to  fight  this  fight 
Just  know  that  y’ all  are  truly  missed 
And  that  y’ all  be  forever  on  my  mind 

—  Kiel  Jumper 

Pieces 

Many  a  stranger  welcome  through  a  false  intrusion 
Appearance  can  deceive  by  a  false  illusion 
To  touch  does  not  always  mean  to  feel 
Witness  a  moment  pass  yet  time  stands  still 
What  of  laughter  and  smile 
Those  that  shelter  pain  all  the  while 
There  are  voids  never  to  be  filled 
Ask  the  tears  a  heart  has  spilled 
Eager  to  understand  life ’s  many  twists  and  turns 
Yet  unprepared  for  the  journey  one  soon  learns 
To  make  and  mold  with  words  he ’s  ever  so  clever 
These  are  the  ones  added  to  a  piece  of  his  life  letter 

—  Leslie  Gopher 

The  Lesson 

Walk  in  life  head  held  high 
Greet  others  with  care  and  never  say  goodbye 
When  you  give  your  word,  do  all  you  can  not  to  break  it 
If  you  do  it,  it  becomes  useless  and  no  one  will  ever  take  it 
Money  helps  but  always  remember  it’s  the  root 
Riches  are  hidden,  so  for  the  stars  always  shoot 
To  love  a  woman  is  to  give  her  your  heart  and  give  her  your  all 
Carry  each  other  and  the  two  of  you  will  never  fall 
When  children  arrive,  they  ’ll  become  first  in  all  you  do 
You  become  their  key  to  unlock  the  doors  that  make  dreams  come  true 
Be  careful  of  those  you  allow  in  your  house 
For  all  snakes  bite  and  all  are  as  silent  as  a  mouse 
Pray  always  and  seek  the  truth  of  the  word 
Listen  with  your  heart  and  his  voice  will  be  heard 
I  did  none  of  these  and  pain  was  all  I  got 
Maybe  you  can  learn  from  the  lesson  I’m  being  taught 

—  Leslie  Gopher 
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Lawyers  and  Such 

Yeah,  from  your  mouth  I’ve  been  vilified 
It’s  really  ok  cause  deep  inside  ya  know  ya  lied 
Ya  got  me  for  a  few  years,  caused  me  a  little  tears 
But  it’s  really  ok  because  ya  left  me  my  heart,  my  soul,  my  pencil 
So  every  night  I  fight  to  get  it  right 
Thoughts  and  words  overflow  from  my  soul 
Leaving  my  little  room  is  the  goal 
Some  people  still  pray  for  me  but  most  have  forgot 
It’s  just  the  nature  of  the  beast,  I  was  taught 
Some  would  say  ya  owe  me  an  apology 
But  the  last  four  years  been  good  to  me 
With  six  more  to  work  the  plan 
To  become  the  biggest  NDN  in  captivity  known  to  man 
Yea,  in  013  we  gonna  see 
But  y a  better  be  careful  what  ya  say  to  me 
Hope  ya  don ’t  think  it  was  just  a  game 
Cause  things  have  a  way  of  changing 
Won ’t  stay  the  same 

The  good  thing  about  time  is  it  won ’t  slow 
It’ll  be  there  before  you  know 
Ticking  away  to  confront  destiny 
That’s  the  last  thing  in  front  of  me 

—  Joey  W.  Henry 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Museum  of  Florida  History  Opening  Exhibit  on 
‘ Seminole  People  of  Florida:  Survival  and  Success  9 

Submitted  by  Florida  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Secretary  of  State  Kurt  S. 

Browning  announced  the  opening  of  a  new  exhibit,  Seminole 
People  of  Florida:  Survival  and  Success,  which  will  open  on  Nov. 

15,  2007.  The  exhibit  will  be  on  display  through  June  1,  2008  at 
the  Museum  of  Florida  History  in  Downtown  Tallahassee. 

The  exhibit  was  created  in  the  spirit  of  admiration  for  a 
group  of  people  who  have  not  only  survived  but  have  overcome 
extreme  adversity  through  the  years.  The  Seminole  people  have 
adapted  to  a  changing  world  with  remarkable  success  while  sus¬ 
taining  many  of  their  traditions. 

“This  exhibit  is  a  testament  to  the  perseverance  and 
pride  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,”  said  Browning.  “Their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  culture  and  heritage  of  Floridians  cannot  be  overstat¬ 
ed.  It  is  an  honor  for  us  to  salute  and  recognize  the  Seminole 
Tribe  on  their  50th  Anniversary  as  a  sovereign  nation  with  this 
exhibit.” 

The  exhibit,  Seminole  People  of  Florida:  Survival  and 
Success,  provides  a  glimpse  into  Seminole  history,  culture  and 
artistic  traditions  from  the  mid  1850s  to  the  present.  There  is  a 
particular  focus  on  the  rich  material  culture  that  the  Seminoles 
created  and  sustained  during  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  cen¬ 
turies. 


Courtesy  of  Special  Collections,  George  A.  Smathers  Library,  University  of  Florida 

Children  gathered  around  the  camp  fire,  with  a  chickee  in  the  background, 
ca.  1920  - 1940 


Collections  of  the  Museum  of  Florida  History 

A  Seminole  family  in  a  dugout  canoe  travels  via  the  Miami  River,  ca.  1900  -  1920 


The  exhibit  will  include  more  than  150  arti¬ 
facts,  historical  photographs,  colorful  graphics,  a  recre¬ 
ation  of  an  early  20th  century  trading  post  and  a  tradi¬ 
tional  Seminole  chickee.  Artifacts  in  the  exhibit  will 
encompass  a  range  of  items  from  stickball  sticks  to 
beautiM  patchwork  clothing  from  the  museum’s  col¬ 
lection.  Other  artifacts  include  baskets,  dolls,  silver 
work,  beadwork,  and  utilitarian  items. 

Visitors  to  the  exhibit  can  access  an  interac¬ 
tive  kiosk  that  features  oral  histories,  music,  and  video 
clips.  The  Museum  of  Florida  History  is  working  with 
members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  Florida  State 
University,  and  others  to  create  a  well-rounded  exhibit. 

“We  have  wanted  to  create  this  exhibit  for  a 
very  long  time,”  said  Museum  Director  Jeana  Brunson. 
“And  we  are  thrilled  to  present  it  for  the  public  to  learn 
from  and  enjoy.” 

The  Museum  of  Florida  History  is  located  in 
the  R.A.  Gray  Building  at  500  South  Bronough  Street, 
downtown  Tallahassee  and  admission  is  free.  For  more 
information  contact  (850)  245-6400  or  visit 
www.museumoffloridahistory.com. 


Congressional  Members, 
Senators,  Pledge  Support 
on  Indian  Health,  Housing 

Submitted  by  NCAI 

WASHINGTON  —  In  their  first  meeting  after  an  all  night 
debate  about  the  Iraq  War,  U.S.  Senators  Harry  Reid,  Byron  Dorgan, 
Debbie  Stabenow,  and  John  Tester  met  with  Tribal  leaders  and  pledged 
their  support  for  immediate  reauthorization  of  the  Indian  Health  Care 
Improvement  Act  (IHCIA)  and  the  Native  American  Housing  and  Self- 
Determination  Act  (NAHASDA).  Both  pieces  of  legislation  are  current¬ 
ly  pending  in  the  Senate. 

“For  the  leadership  of  the  Senate  to  meet  with  Tribal  leaders 
after  an  unprecedented  all  night  debate  speaks  volumes  to  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  improving  the  fives  of  Indian  people  and  I  commend  them 
for  that,”  said  National  Congress  of  Americans  Indians  (NCAI) 
Executive  Director  Jackie  Johnson.  “These  face-to-face  meetings  of 
governmental  leaders  are  important  for  moving  our  shared  agenda  for¬ 
ward  at  a  time  when  passage  of  these  pieces  of  legislation  is  more 
important  than  ever.” 

Tribal  leaders  have  been  working  on  reauthorization  of  the 
IHCIA  since  the  late  1990s.  Rachel  Joseph,  Chair  of  the  National 
Steering  Committee  on  the  reauthorization  of  the  IHCIA  gave  the 
Senators  a  poignant  example  of  how  long  Native  people  have  been 
waiting  for  vital  improvements  to  the  health  care  system. 

“In  1999,  a  Tribal  leader  and  friend  wondered  if  he  would  see 
the  reauthorization  of  the  IHCIA  before  he  passed  on,”  she  said.  “He 
died  in  April  of  this  year.” 

John  Yellow  Bird  Steel,  President  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe, 
spoke  of  the  U.S.  government’s  responsibility  to  provide  for  adequate 
health  because  of  Tribal  lands  seized  by  the  government. 

“We  were  promised  health  care  for  our  people,”  he  said.  “The 
government  has  our  lands  and  must  now  live  up  to  their  end  of  the  bar¬ 
gain.” 

The  meeting  also  focused  on  the  reauthorization  of  NAHAS¬ 
DA.  National  American  Indian  Housing  Council  (NAIHC)  Chairman 
Marty  Shuravloff  said  robust  housing  in  Indian  Country  is  directly 
related  to  improved  economies  in  Native  communities. 

“Not  only  is  the  Tribal  economy  impacted,  but  so  too  are  the 
lives  of  families  and  individuals  who  live  in  substandard  housing,”  said 
Shuravloff.  “The  reauthorization  of  NAHASDA  is  a  vital  element  in 
improving  the  overall  living  conditions  in  Indian  Country.” 

Afterwards,  Tribal  leaders  met  with  staffers  from  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  There,  the  leaders  presented  other  topics 
important  to  Indian  Country  such  as  veteran’s  affairs,  infrastructure  and 
economic  development.  The  July  19  meetings  concluded  with  a  Tribal 
leaders  meeting  with  the  House  Resources  and  Native  American 
Caucus  staff. 
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Miami  Heat  superstar  Dwyane  Wade,  and  teammate  of  Alonzo  Mourning,  givi 
quick  pose  while  enjoying  the  comedy  show  to  support  Alonzo  Mourning 
Charities  and  held  at  the  Hard  Rock. 


Best  of  Gaming  Awards  2007 


Actresses  Essence  Atkins  (L)  and  Gabrielle  Union  (R)  pose  for  the  media  on  the 
Red  Carpet  as  guests  joined  a  host  of  other  celebrities  in  support  of  Miami  Heat 
star  Alonzo  Mourning  for  Zo’s  Summer  Groove  in  support  of  his  Alonzo 
Mourning  Charities. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  Seminole  Auto  Salon  personnel  at  the  grand  opening  celebration  on  July  28. 


According  to  Michael  Bloom, 
president  of  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino,  the  two-time  award 
recognition  and  categories  swept  by  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  reinforces  the  prop¬ 
erty’s  designation  as  a  regional  leader  in 
the  gaming  and  entertainment  industries. 
“We  strive  to  provide  an  exceptional 
experience  for  our  guests.  The  readers 
spoke,  and  we’re  elated  to  be  number  one 
in  every  category,”  said  Bloom. 

Casino  Player  is  the  nation’s 
largest  consumer  gaming  magazine,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  national  coverage  of  all  things  of 
interest  to  gaming  enthusiasts.  Now  in  its 
21st  year,  Casino  Player  boasts  a  reader- 
ship  well  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands, 
and  is  available  by  subscription  with  its 
sister  publication,  Strictly  Slots,  at  casino- 
player.com.  The  awards  are  documented 
in  the  July  issue. 


First  Place:  Best  Overall  Hotel 
Casino,  Best  Overall  Hotel,  Best  Overall 
Casino,  Best  Overall  Theme,  Best  Hotel 
Rooms,  Best  Hotel  Suites,  Best  Room 
Packages,  Best  VIP  Services,  Best  Valet 
Parking,  Trendiest  Casino, 

Best  Players  Club,  Best 
High  Limit  Players 
Lounge,  Best  Comps, 

Best  Service, 

Best  Casino 
Promotions, 

Best  Hosts, 

Best  High 
Limit  Slot 
Area,  Most 
Innovative 
Slot  Floor,  Best 
Poker  Room, 

Casino  Where  You 
Feel  the  Luckiest, 

Casino  Most  Frequented, 

Video  Slots,  Live  Poker,  Best  Overall 
Entertainment,  Best  Concerts,  Best 
Nightclub:  Passion,  Best  Bar:  Center 
Bar,  Best  Pool  Area,  Best  Pool  Bar,  Best 
Place  to  Shop:  Seminole  Paradise  Retail 
District,  Best  Spa,  Best  Must  See 


Attraction,  Best  Gourmet  Dining:  Jazziz 
Bistro,  Seminole  Paradise,  Best 
Steakhouse:  Council  Oak,  Best 
Champagne  Brunch:  Council  Oak,  Best 
Coffee  Shop:  Blue  Plate,  Best  Italian 
Restaurant:  Tuscany  Italian 
Bistro,  Seminole  Paradise, 
Best  Chinese:  Tatu, 
Seminole  Paradise,  Best 
Japanese  Sushi 
Bar:  Tatu, 
Seminole 
Paradise,  Best 
Mexican 
Restaurant: 
Tequila 
Ranch, 
Seminole 
Paradise,  Best 
Seafood  Restaurant: 
Bluepoint  Ocean 

Grill. 

Second  Place:  Best  Nightclub: 
Pangaea,  Seminole  Paradise,  Best  Bar: 
Murphy’s  Law,  Seminole  Paradise. 

Third  Place:  Best  Nightclub: 
The  Gryphon,  Seminole  Paradise. 


❖  Awards 

Continued  from  page  1 


Miami  Heat  star  Alonzo  Mourning  and  wife  Traci  enjoy  the  comedy  show  benefit¬ 
ing  his  Alonzo  Mourning  Charities  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live.  The  show  was  a  part  of 
weeklong  festivities. 


On  July  24  legendary  blues  great  BB  King  (R)  and  soul  icon  A1  Green  (L)  stopped 
by  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  to  begin  their  big  tour  and  meet  and  greet  their  adoring 
fans.  BB  King  is  81  years  young  and  was  to  perform  that  night  at  a  sold  out  show 
with  the  Reverend  A1  Green,  who  is  20  years  his  junior,  and  singer  Chaka  Kahn, 
who  also  shared  the  bill.  They  were  promoting  King’s  annual  2007  Blues  Festival 
and  answered  questions  from  fans  and  the  media  about  the  tour. 


Seminole  Auto  Salon  Grand  Opening  Celebration 

Free  Car,  Dog  Wash  Benefits  Local  Humane  Society 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  shiny 
brochures  handed  out  to  the  public  read, 

“We’ll  Wash  Your  Poodle  &  Porsche 
FREE!  ”  Bring  your  Hummer  &  Husky  or 
your  Toyota  &  Terrier  —  we  ’ll  wash  them 
both  —  FREE!  ”  The  grand  opening  of  the 
new  Seminole  Auto  Salon  on  July  28 
brought  in  more  than  100  customers  to 
Seminole  Auto  Salon  (SAS). 

To  get  ready  for  this  big  event 
SAS  had  more  than  35  auto  wash  special¬ 
ists  working  in  unison  as  teams,  hand 
washing  all  the  vehicles  lined  up  for  free 
carwashes.  They  even  invited  Y-100  FM’s 
DJ  Froggy  making  sound  bites  on  the  air  to 
promote  and  support  this  charity  event. 

SAS  is  owned  and  operated  by 
Hollywood  Tribal  citizen  Max  Osceola  III, 

Brett  Serpe,  president,  and  Shawn  Leiter, 
general  manager. 

“We  have  been  open  for  the  past 
two  months,”  said  Serpe.  “Once  we  have 
established  a  successful  business,  we  will 
be  looking  to  expand  the  business  model  to 
contract  with  other  pari-mutuels,  such  as 
the  Hard  Rock  Casinos  &  Hotels  to  offer 
value  added  service  like  a  carwash,  and 
we’d  like  to  take  it  to  a  national  level.” 

This  state  of  the  art  14,000  square  — 
foot,  environmentally  friendly,  hand  car  wash  and  auto  detail 
service  is  located  on  the  second  level  in  the  southeast  comer  of 
the  Seminole  Way  Parking  Garage.  SAS  does  its  part  to  help  the 
environment  by  using  biodegradable  cleaning  products  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a  pressurized  filtered  water  system  and  a  sophisti¬ 
cated  drainage  system  to  conserve  overall  water  usage. 


Dog  washers  were  on  hand  to  clean  pets  and  raise  money  for  the  Humane  Society. 


This  Toyota  SUV  gets  rinsed  off  as  the  water  and  suds  drain  through  a  sophisticated 
filtration  system  that  will  conserve  overall  water  usage. 


Here’s  how  it  works  according  to  Apollo  Ramirez  of 
SAS:  “The  customer  drives  to  the  valet  area  of  the  casino  and 
drops  off  their  car.  We’ll  valet  the  car  up  to  the  carwash  area  of 
the  garage  and  the  car  will  be  hand  washed  and  whatever  service 
the  customer  wants.  Once  the  service  is  completed,  the  car  is  driv¬ 
en  back  to  the  valet  parking  area.  When  the  customer  is  ready,  we 
deliver  the  cleaned  car  for  pick-up. 

“On  average  it  takes  about  30 
minutes;  longer  for  more  services,” 
Ramirez  added. 

Also  on  hand  and  in  the  same 
vicinity  were  the  dog  washing  volunteers 
from  the  Humane  Society  of  Broward 
County.  These  workers  performed  the  wash 
on  the  canines,  while  obedience  instructors 
answered  pet  owners’  questions  and  con¬ 
cerns.  From  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  dog  wash¬ 
ing  went  on  in  one  end  of  the  garage  area, 
while  on  the  other  end  of  the  garage  the 
SAS  exterior  car  washing  was  in  full 
swing. 

A  total  donation  of  $  1 ,500  was 
raised  for  the  Humane  Society  of  Broward 
County  in  the  short  two  hour  time  span. 

All  proceeds  were  donated  by  SAS,  which 
included  donations  from  attendees  and  par¬ 
ticipants. 

Car  washing  services  are  open  to 
the  public  from  Sunday  through  Thursday, 
noon  to  10  p.m.  and  Friday  and  Saturday 
from  noon  until  midnight.  Prices  for  most 
cars  begin  at  $18.99  for  basic  exterior  car¬ 
wash  and  go  all  the  way  up  to  $139.99  for 
finely  detailed  bumper-to-bumper  cleaning. 
Felix  DoBosz  To  learn  more  please  go  to  SAS’s 

website,  www.seminoleautosalon.com. 


Film  and  stage  comedian  Mike  Epps  performs  for  the  audience  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Live  in  support  of  Miami  Heat  star  Alonzo  Mourning  and  his  charity  work. 
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New  Orleans’  Legendary  First  Family: 
The  Neville  Brothers  to  Perform  Oct.  11 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  New  Orleans’  legendary 
first  family,  the  Neville  Brothers  —  Aaron,  Art, 
Charles  and  Cyril  —  will  bring  their  distinctive  blend 
of  rhythm  and  blues,  soul,  jazz,  Cajun  and  funk  to 
South  Florida  for  an  8  p.m.  performance  on  Oct.  1 1 . 
Doors  open  one  hour  prior  to  show  start  time.  Tickets 
are  on  sale  now. 

Throughout  their  long  careers  as  both  solo 
performers  and  as  members  of  the  group  that  bore 
their  family  name,  the 
Neville  Brothers  proudly 
carried  the  torch  of  their 
native  New  Orleans’  rich 
R&B  legacy.  Although 
the  four  siblings  did  not 
officially  unite  under  the 
Neville  Brothers  aegis 
until  1977,  all  had 
crossed  musical  paths  in 
the  past,  while  also 
enjoying  success  with 
other  unrelated  projects. 

Eldest  brother 
Art  was  the  first  to  tackle 
a  recording  career,  when 
in  1954  his  high  school 
band  the  Hawketts  cut 
“Mardi  Gras  Mambo,”  a 
song  that  later  became 
the  annual  carnival’s 
unofficial  anthem.  Two 
years  later,  Aaron  scored 
his  first  solo  hit,  “Over 
You.” 

In  1966,  he  notched  a  pop  smash  with  the 
classic  “Tell  It  Like  It  Is,”  a  lush  ballad  showcasing 
his  gossamer  vocals.  After  a  stint  with  family  band, 
the  Meters,  backed  the  Wild  Tchoupitoulas,  a  group 
led  by  the  Nevilles’  uncle,  George  “Big  Chief  Jolly” 
Landry,  the  four  brothers  released  their  self- titled  1977 
debut. 

Despite  critically  acclaimed  reviews;  the 
band’s  1981  ’s  release  “Fiyo  on  the  Bayou,”  which 
spotlighted  Aaron1  s  tenor  on  standards  like  “Mona 
Lisa”  and  “The  Ten  Commandments  of  Love”  along 


earned  them  success  on  the  charts,  thanks  in  part  to 
the  anthemic  single  “Sister  Rosa.”  1990’s  “Brother’s 
Keeper”  fared  even  better,  spurred  by  Aaron’s  concur¬ 
rent  success  with  Linda  Ronstadt  on  the  smash  duet 
“Don’t  Know  Much.” 

The  Neville  Brothers  legacy  continued  in 
1999  with  “Valence  Street,”  “Uptown  Rulin’”  and 
2004’s  “Walkin’  in  the  Shadow  of  Life.” 

In  subsequent  years,  Aaron  reignited  his  solo 
career  while  also  remaining  with  his  brothers.  While 
the  Nevilles  retained 
their  cult  following  with 
LPs  like  1992’s  “Family 
Groove,”  1994’s  “Live 
on  Planet  Earth,”  and 
1996’s  “Mitakuye  Oyasin 
Oyasin/All  My 
Relations,”  Aaron  scored 
a  top  ten  hit  in  1991  with 
the  single  “Everybody 
Plays  the  Fool,”  a  suc¬ 
cessful  cover  of  the  1972 
Main  Ingredient  soul 
classic  taken  from  the 
Ronstadt-produced  Warm 
Your  Heart. 

In  1993,  he 

notched  a  minor  hit  with 
“Don’t  Take  Away  My 
Heaven”  from  the  LP 
“The  Grand  Tour;”  a 
year  later,  he  found  suc¬ 
cess  with  “I  Fall  to 

_  Pieces,”  a  duet  with 

country  star  Trisha 

Yearwood.  In  1990,  Charles  also  issued  the  jazz  col¬ 
lection  “Charles  Neville  &  Diversity.” 

In  addition,  a  second  generation  of  Nevilles 
also  began  making  their  mark  on  music.  In  1988, 
Aaron's  son  Ivan,  a  member  of  Keith  Richards’  back¬ 
ing  band  the  Xpensive  Winos,  released  his  solo  debut, 
“If  My  Ancestors  Could  See  Me  Now.” 

Solo-wise,  Aaron  Neville,  one  of  the  busiest 
in  the  family  enterprise,  has  worked  on  numerous 
projects  for  television,  movies  and  sporting  events.  He 
sang  the  National  Anthem  in  the  movie  The  Fan  star- 


with  renditions  of  “Iko  Iko”  and  “Brother  John,”  failed  ring  Robert  DeNiro  and  Wesley  Snipes,  the  theme 


to  catch  fire.  Still  persisting,  the  band  released  1984’s 
“Neville-ization,”  an  incendiary  live  set  recorded  at 
the  Crescent  City  landmark  Tipitina’s  which  featured 
Duke  Ellington1  s  “Caravan”  and  Aaron’s  perennial 
“Tell  It  Like  It  Is”  alongside  the  brothers’  own 
“Africa”  and  “Fear,  Hate,  Envy,  Jealousy.” 

“Treacherous  Vol.  1”  was  released  in  1986 
followed  by  “Live  at  Tipitina’s”,  and  then  “Uptown,” 
which  featured  cameo  appearances  from  Keith 
Richards,  Jerry  Garcia  and  Carlos  Santana. 

In  1989,  under  the  tutelage  of  famed  New 
Orleans  producer  Daniel  Lanois,  the  Nevilles  released 
“Yellow  Moon,”  an  atmospheric  album  that  finally 


music  to  the  children’s  TV  series  Fisher-Price  Little 
People  and  is  the  voice  of  “Cotton,”  for  Cotton,  Inc. 
which  was  introduced  during  the  1992  Summer 
Olympics  and  can  still  be  heard  on  air,  today. 

Tickets  cost  $50,  $40,  $30;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday  through 
Saturday  from  noon  to  7p.m.  Tickets  purchased  in-per- 
son  at  the  box  office  will  not  incur  a  service  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets  online  at  www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


America  to  Perform  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Pop/folk  classic  group 
America  will  bring  their  soft  rock  sound  to  Hard 
Rock  Live  on  Sept.  25  at  8  p.m.  Doors  open  one 
hour  prior  to  show  start  time.  Tickets  are  on  sale 


Their  newly  released  two  CD  set,  “Here  & 
Now”  is  a  spectacular  distillation  of  the  group’s  sig¬ 
nature  sound,  both  past  and  present,  comprising  one 
studio  record  of  all  new  material  and  a  second  live 
disc  taped  at  XM  Radio  featuring  renditions  of 
songs  found  on  the  group’s  multi-platinum  greatest 
America,  featuring  original  members  Gerry  hits  album,  “History.  ”  It  features  contemporary 


Beckley  and  Dewey  Bunnell,  have  been  perennials 
on  the  concert  circuit  for  34  years  seamlessly 
assimilating  strands  of  rock,  pop  and  folk  elements 
into  crowd-pleasing  favorites.  The  band  burst  onto 
the  radio  scene  and  the  top  of  the  charts  in  1972 
with  their  signature  song,  “A  Horse  with  No 
Name.”  Soon  to  follow  were  classic  AOR  staples 
such  as  “I  Need  You,”  “Ventura  Highway,”  “Don’t 
Cross  the  River,”  “Tin  Man,”  “Lonely  People,”  and 
“Sister  Golden  Hair.” 

By  the  mid  70s,  though,  inter-band  con¬ 
flicts  combined  with  an  exhaustive  touring  and 
recording  schedule  exacted  its  toll  on  the  group.  In 
1982,  the  band  rebounded  feverishly  with  the  smash 
single,  “You  Can  Do  Magic.” 

America  has  almost  20  albums  to  their 
credit  —  six  certified  gold  and/or  platinum  hitting 
four  million  in  sales.  The  band  also  won  a  Grammy 
Award  for  Best  New  Artist  in  1972. 


contributions  from  producers  Adam  Schlesinger 
(Fountains  Of  Wayne)  and  James  Iha  (Smashing 
Pumpkins)  and  features  guests,  Ryan  Adams,  Ben 
Kweller,  Ira  Elliot  and  Matthew  Caws  (Nada  Surf) 
and  Jim  James  and  Patrick  Hallahan  (My  Morning 
Jacket),  Stephen  Bishop  and  Mark  Rozzo 
(Maplewood). 

Tickets  cost  $50,  $40,  $30;  additional  fees 
may  apply.  All  seats  are  reserved  and  available  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday 
through  Saturday  from  noon  to  7p.m.  Tickets  pur¬ 
chased  in-person  at  the  box  office  will  not  incur  a 
service  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone: 
Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward  (954) 
523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


Cell:  954.709.5624  -  Fax:  954.434.8607 


RUNAROUND  PERMITS 


N otary/Permits/Errand  Runner 


*Bank  *Post  Office 


*Court  House  *Etc. 


Gena  Osceola 


We  Make  Your  Job  Easier! 


hire wafer  Colmey  Florid. 


Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  $1f000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


l£d  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  all  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  greal  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  OIM 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

-  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

-  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gel  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  ^  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


Sze  V  PONTIAC  ©  BUICK  GM( 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


I.H.I'flllNmillUH 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  Blvd.  jusl  east  of  Sawgrass  Expwy. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALK  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om9pmJ 
Sat  9afTu6pmF  Sun  12  6pm 

SERVICE  HOURS: 


Mon-Fri  7am'6pm,  Sol  7om-3pm 


and  service  it's 
Ed  Morse,  of  course! 
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August  10,  2007 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Miss  Florida  Seminole  and  Jr. 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess  Pageant  was  an  opportunity  to 
celebrate  the  beauty  of  the  women  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
as  represented  by  the  young  and  talented  contestants  on  July  28. 

This  pageant  also  held  a  special  place  in  history  as  it 
occurred  during  the  year  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Tribe’s 
Constitution  signing.  Fifty  years  of  Seminole  princesses  were 
honored  with  a  presentation  from  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and 
President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  In  addition  a  slideshow  showcased 
the  former  Miss  Seminoles  and  was  dedicated  to  the  women  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe.  Strains  of  Whitney  Houston’s  “I’m  Every  Woman  ” 
punctuated  the  photographs  of  Seminole  princesses  past  and 
present. 

The  night  began  with  opening  remarks  from  emcee  Moses 
“Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  who  shared  his  poem  “ Seminole  ...  Beautiful 
and  Proud.”  The  poem  highlights  the  uniqueness,  beauty  and 
determination  of  the  Seminole  woman. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  provided  a  warm  welcome  for 
the  audience  and  sympathized  with  the  difficult  task  the  judges  had 
ahead  of  them  in  picking  just  one  Miss  and  one  Jr.  Miss.  President 
Richard  Bowers  also  addressed  the  crowd.  He  thanked  the  Princess 
Committee  for  holding  the  event  and  continuing  the  Princess 
tradition. 

After  an  introduction  of  Princess  Committee  members,  the 
Tribal  Council  and  Board  members  were  recognized,  as  well  as  the 
reigning  Jr.  and  Miss  Seminole  Princess. 

Little  Miss  Seminole  Krysta  Burton  also  came  to  the  stage 
and  said  a  few  words.  There  was  laughter  from  the  audience  as  the 
she  stood  on  a  chair  when  she  couldn’t  see  over  the  podium.  But  in 
true  Seminole  royalty  fashion,  she  was  articulate  and  poised  in 
front  of  the  crowd. 

After  an  introduction  of  the  pageant  judges,  the 
contestants  each  took  the  stage  and  gave  a  brief  biography 
presentation  about  themselves,  starting  with  the  contestants  for 
Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole. 

First  up  was  Jaryaca  Baker,  12,  from  Brighton.  Her 
hobbies  include  softball,  basketball  and  participating  in  4-H. 

Lariah  Balentine,  Panther  Clan,  resides  on  the  Big 
Cypress  Reservation.  Balentine  attends  Ahfachkee  Day  School  and 
in  her  free  time  enjoys  playing  basketball,  softball  and  models. 

Amber  Craig,  16,  attends  Boca  Raton  Preparatory  School 
and  is  currently  in  the  11th  grade.  The  Bird  Clan  member  resides  on 
the  Brighton  Reservation  and  her  hobbies  include  playing  sports 
such  as  basketball,  volleyball,  softball  and  soccer.  After  high  school 
graduation,  she  said  she  plans  to  attend  Florida  State  University  and 
pursue  a  degree  in  business  administration. 

Margie  Dorgan,  14,  is  a  member  of  the  Panther  Clan  who 
said  she  likes  to  hang  out  with  her  friends. 

Alicia  Nunez,  14,  has  several  hobbies  including  playing 
piano,  guitar  and  drums.  She  lives  in  Okeechobee,  Fla.  and  attends 
Benjamin  High  School  in  North  Palm  Beach.  After  graduation  she 
said  she  plans  to  attend  the  University  of  Florida  and  major  in 
psychotherapy  or  marine  biology. 

Amelia  Nunez,  12,  plays  volleyball  and  tennis  and  said 
she  loves  photography.  She  lives  in  Okeechobee,  Fla.  and  also 
attends  Benjamin  Middle  School.  She  also  hopes  to  start  her  own 
businesses  one  day. 

Next  were  the  introductions  from  the  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  contestants. 

Kurya  Kippenberger,  19,  is  a  sophomore  at  Nova 
Southeastern  University  majoring  in  history.  In  her  free  time  she 
said  she  enjoys  spending  time  with  her  family,  sewing  and 
attending  Pow-Wows  with  her  grandmother. 

Jennifer  Chalfant,  18,  is  a  resident  of  the  Brighton 
Reservation  and  Bird  Clan  member.  This  fall  she  will  be  attending 
Florida  Atlantic  University,  majoring  in  dentistry. 

For  the  next  portion  of  the  competition,  each  contestant 
modeled  traditional  Seminole  clothing.  Big  Shot  explained  that  this 
art  should  be  embraced  by  more  young  Seminole  women. 

“Although  it  is  an  art,  it  is  basically  not  dying  out,  but  not 
a  lot  of  our  young  ladies  pick  that  up  anymore,”  he  stated.  “This  is 
one  of  the  things  our  young  people  need  to  pick  up  as  far  as  from 
our  older  ladies  that  are  seamstresses  who  do  these  designs  and 
traditional  dresses.” 

First,  the  Jr.  Miss  Seminole  contestants  modeled  their 
traditional  wear.  Jaryaca  Baker  wore  a  long  sleeved  traditional 
cotton  dress  with  the  medicine  colors  and  diamond  patchwork 
design.  It  was  accentuated  by  a  short  cape  and  made  by  Virginia 
Osceola  of  the  Hollywood  Reservation. 

Lariah  Balentine  modeled  a  traditional  Seminole  two 
piece  outfit  with  the  medicine  colors.  Her  dress  was  accented  with 
multi-colored  beaded  earrings  and  a  20  strand,  medicine  color 
beaded  necklace. 

Amber  Craig  graced  the  stage  in  a  traditional  cotton  dress 
with  geometric  patterns.  The  full-length  skirt  was  accentuated  by  a 
green  ruffle  at  the  top.  Her  dress  was  made  by  her  great¬ 
grandmother  Alice  Snow. 

Margie  Dorgan  wore  a  short  sleeved  traditional  cotton 
outfit  with  a  blue  and  yellow  short  cape.  The  dress  also  contained 
patchwork  and  was  made  by  her  great-grandmother  Alice  Snow. 

Alicia  Nunez  modeled  a  traditional  two  piece  Seminole 
dress  from  the  early  1920s.  The  yellow,  black  and  maroon  dress 
featured  a  patchwork  design  of  a  man  on  a  horse. 

Amelia  Nunez  wore  a  dress  she  had  made  herself  with  the 
help  of  her  grandmother.  The  early  1900s  traditional  cotton  dress 
was  red,  black  and  white  with  a  short  black  cape  and  two  black 
ruffles.  She  also  wore  matching  beads  with  multiple  strands  and 
earrings. 

Kurya  Kippenberger  modeled  a  purple  and  black 
traditional  cotton  dress  from  the  early  1900s  with  a  short  cape  and 
quarter-length  sleeves.  It  featured  a  white  and  green  diamond 
patchwork  design  made  by  her  great-grandmother  Mary  Tiger. 

Jennifer  Chalfant’s  dress  was  a  three-piece  modern 
traditional  dress.  It  was  accentuated  by  a  short  pink  cape  and 
diamond  patchwork  designs  in  the  medicine  colors.  Her  dress  was 
made  by  her  great-grandmother  Alice  Snow. 

“The  clothing  is  a  very  important  part  of  our  culture  and 
our  tradition,”  stated  2006-2007  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany 
Yescas.  “As  you  can  see  it’s  unique  in  its  own  way  and  it  separates 
us  from  the  rest  of  the  world.” 

The  talent  portion  of  the  competition  followed  with 
contestants  performing  a  variety  of  traditional  Seminole  talents  and 
customs.  The  Junior  Miss  Seminole  contestant  went  first. 

Jaryaca  Baker  performed  her  rendition  of  “Amazing 
Grace”  in  Creek,  while  Lariah  Balentine  shared  a  video 
demonstrating  her  ability  to  make  sofkee.  Amber  Craig  recited  an 
original  poem,  entitled  “The  Lost  Ones,  ”  about  the  history  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  in  commemoration  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of 
the  Tribe. 

Next  was  Margie  Dorgan  with  her  telling  of  the  legend 
about  two  hunters.  Alicia  Nunez  demonstrated  how  to  make 
shakers  that  are  worn  by  women  at  traditional  dances  and  Amelia 
Nunez  displayed  some  traditional  clothing,  including  pieces  that 
she  had  made  herself. 

The  Miss  Seminole  contestants  also  had  an  opportunity  to 
show  off  their  talents.  Kurya  Kippenberger  demonstrated  how  to 
make  a  beading  loom  and  showed  her  beading  work,  while  Jennifer 
Chalfant  recited  Big  Shot’s  poem,  “ The  Council  Oak.  ” 

The  impromptu  questions  tested  the  contestants’ 
knowledge  of  Seminole  traditions  and  culture  and  each  contestant 
demonstrated  her  ability  to  answer  with  poise  and  grace. 

Before  the  winners  were  announced,  both  the  2006-2007 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Brittany  Yescas  and  Junior  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Tianna  Garcia  gave  their  farewell  speeches. 

By  the  end  of  the  night  the  judges  had  tallied  up  the  votes 
and  the  winners  were  announced  for  all  categories. 

Alicia  Nunez  won  the  talent  portion  of  the  contest  for  her 
demonstration  of  how  to  make  shakers.  She  also  won  Miss 
Congeniality  and  was  the  crowned  Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole. 

First  runner  up  was  Amelia  Nunez;  second  runner  up  was 
Amber  Craig;  third  runner  up  was  Lariah  Balentine;  fourth  runner 
up  was  Jaryaca  Baker;  and  Margie  Dorgan  was  the  fifth  runner  up. 

First  runner  up  for  the  title  of  2007-2008  Miss  Seminole 
was  Kurya  Kippenberger.  Jennifer  Chalfant  was  crowned  the  new 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  for  the  2007-2008  year. 
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Shines  in 
Native  Elite 
Showcase 


Chris  Jenkins 

Jerome  Davis 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

MACY,  NE  —  Jerome  Davis  is 
one  of  the  few  and  proud.  Not  of  the 
Marine  kind,  but  the  basketball  kind,  and 
on  July  27-28  he  showed  why.  As  one  of 
24  young  men  and  20  female  high  school 
basketballers  selected  from  across  the 
U.S.,  he  was  a  part  of  the  Second  Annual 
2007  Native  Elite  Sports  (NES)  Showcase. 

The  invitation  only  event  brings 
the  best  college  hoop  hopefuls  together  for 
fun,  recognition  and  competition.  It  also 
became  a  part  of  history  in  its  first  year  as 
a  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association 
(NCAA)  certified  Division- LA  sponsored 
activity  for  Native  American  athletes. 

The  19-year-old  Fort  Pierce 

❖  See  ELITE,  page  17 


Festivities  Include  Theatrical  Production,  Fashion  Show/Luncheon ,  Press  Conference 


The  theatrical  production  showcased  Tribal  citizens  in  a  dramatic  reproduction  of  the  Tribe’s  history.  Please 
the  special  section  on  pages  33-40  for  full  coverage  of  the  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary. 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (L)  cuts  the  first 
piece  of  the  official  50th  Anniversary  cake  as 
he  proclaims  “This  is  the  only  way  I  cut  cake’ 
during  the  fashion  show/luncheon. 


Models  in  the  50th  Anniversary  fashion  show  strut  down  the 
catwalk  showcasing  the  evolution  of  Seminole  fashion,  exhibit¬ 
ing  clothing  from  1800s  through  present  day. 


Seminole  Tribe  Commemorates  50th 
Anniversary  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws 


Council  Passes  39  Resolutions 
During  Special  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Tribal  Council  met  on  the 
Brighton  Reservation  on  Aug.  14  for  a  special  meeting. 
They  passed  39  resolutions  including: 

Resolution  4:  Extension  of  the  maturity  date 
for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  Special  Obligation 
Notes,  Series  2007,  waiver  of  sovereign  immunity; 

Resolution  15:  Service  line  agreement  (365’  X 
5’)  between  Embarq  FKA  Sprint  Florida,  Inc.  and  John 
Huff  Sr.  for  location  of  a  buried  telephone  cable- 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  16:  Service  line  agreement  (810’  X 
5’)  between  Embarq  FKA  Sprint  Florida,  Inc.  and 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  replacement  of  an  existing 
terminal-Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  17:  Twentieth  Annual  Work  Plan 
submitted  to  the  South  Florida  Water  Management 
District  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  18:  Approval  of  Reciprocal 
Agreement  Program  for  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  and 
authorization  to  execute  agreements  for  the  program; 

Resolution  19:  Designation  of  the  custodial 
property  officer  for  the  Ahfachkee  School; 

Resolution  20:  Suite  license  agreement  with 
Buccaneers  limited  partnership; 

Resolution  21:  Approval  of  the  amended  and 
restated  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  deferred  bonus  plan 
for  Gaming  Division; 

Resolution  22:  Ratification  of  the  Florida 
Marlins  sponsorship  agreement; 

Resolution  23:  Ratification  of  Tourcorp.com, 
Inc.,  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  services  agree¬ 
ment; 

Resolution  24:  Engagement  letter  for  audit  of 
the  basic  financial  statements  for  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30,  2007; 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  4 


Felix  DoBosz 


Rose  Tiger  and  children  Diamond  and  Jalynn  in  front 
of  their  brand  new  Brighton  home. 


Three  New  Brighton 
Homeowners  Given 
Keys  at  Ceremony 


4-H  Youth  Travel  to  Nation’s  Capital 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Seminole  4-H  youth 
helped  pioneer  something  new  in  Washington,  DC.  The  4- 
H’ers,  their  leaders  and  parents  gathered  for  four  days  near 
the  nation’s  capital  where  they  met  with  Cherokee  and 
Muskogee  Creek  4-H  youth  and  their  leaders.  It  was  the 
first  national  gathering  of  Native  American  4-H  youth. 

“This  was  an  idea  five  years  in 
the  making,”  said  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida’s  4-H  Coordinator  Polly  Hayes. 

“We  achieved  a  new  goal.  It  was  an 
accomplishment.  National  4-H  officials 
agreed  this  was  a  historic  event.  Our  goal 
was  to  have  our  4-H  youth  meet  and 
exchange  ideas  with  other  Indian  4-H 
youth  at  the  National  4-H  Youth 
Conference  Center.” 

Hayes  had  visited  the  4-H  nation¬ 
al  offices  before,  and  she  was  eager  to 
expose  the  Seminole  4-H  leaders,  parents 
and  members,  to  the  opportunities  of  4-H 
on  a  national  scale.  She  suggested  the  idea 
several  years  ago  at  a  meeting  of  Native 
Women  in  Agriculture,  where  she  serves 
on  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  event  came 
to  fruition  Aug.  8-11. 

“The  youth  and  their  parents 
learned  that  there  is  a  broad  scope  to  4-H 
that  offers  many  different  types  of  pro¬ 
grams  and  projects  that  inspire  children  to 
get  more  out  of  life,”  she  said.  “I  definitely 
believe  that  this  exploratory  trip  to 


Washington,  DC  can  only  grow  and  will  have  a  lifelong 
impact  on  their  lives.” 

As  the  events  unfolded,  Seminole  4-H  leaders  and 
parent  chaperones  were  all  giving  the  experience  an  over¬ 
whelming  thumbs  up. 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

BRIGHTON  —  On  Aug.  10,  Johnny  Osceola, 
Pamela  Jumper  and  Parker  Jones  and  Rose  Tiger,  who 
reside  together,  received  the  keys  to  their  newly-com¬ 
pleted  homes  on  the  Brighton  Reservation.  Housing 
Department  Senior  Projects  Manager  for  Brighton, 
Immokalee  and  Ft.  Pierce  Catherine  Gavin,  who  also 
emceed  the  event,  handed  out  the  keys  at  a  ceremony 
held  in  the  Field  Office  Auditorium  at  11  a.m. 

Brighton  Tribal  Council  Representative  Roger 
Smith  was  on-hand  to  congratulate  the  new  homeown¬ 
ers,  along  with  friends,  family  members  and  Tribal 
employees.  Smith  recognized  the  hard  work  of  the 
Housing  Department,  saying  “We’re  glad  they’re  here  to 
work  for  us.” 

“Before,  we  were  having  a  rough  time  [getting 
houses  built],”  Smith  said.  “But  now  everything  gets 
done  just  like  in  Big  Cypress  or  Hollywood.” 

He  advised  all  the  key  recipients  to  remember 
how  long  it  took  to  get  some  of  their  houses  built  —  23 
long  years  for  Johnny  Osceola  —  and  suggested  they  do 
their  best  to  maintain  their  homes. 

“I  know  it’s  taken  a  while,  but  your  houses  are 
up  now,  so  take  care  of  it,”  he  said. 

After  Smith’s  remarks,  Gavin  handed  out  the 
keys  with  the  assistance  of  Housing  Service  Manager 
Jamie  Loudbear-Wayka.  In  addition  to  receiving  the 
keys,  the  new  homeowners  also  received  the  warranty 
manuals  to  the  appliances  in  the  homes  and  a  gift  basket 
containing  useful  household  items  such  as  a  flashlight 
and  oven  mitts. 

The  first  name  called  was  Parker  Jones,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Johnny  Osceola  and  finally,  Pamela  Jumper. 

❖  See  HOMES,  page  3 


❖  See  4-H,  page  7 


Breanna  Billie  with  Juanita  and  Wilson  Pipestem  at  a  law  office  in  DC. 
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Moore’s  ‘Sicko’  is  a  Must  See 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Dr.  Chavers  is  Director  of  Catching  the 
Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments  on  this 
column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about  CTD 
grants.  His  e-mail  address  is  CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The 
opinions  he  expresses  are  his  own.  ©  2007] 

Normally  I  write  only  about  Indian  affairs  in  this  col¬ 
umn.  And  normally  I  do  not  review  movies.  But  I  am  breaking 
both  rules  this  month. 

My  wife  Toni  and  I  went  to  see  Sicko  last  night.  I  recom¬ 
mend  that  everyone  in  the  U.S.  sees  it.  I  learned  more  than  I 
wanted  to  know  about  how  our  “health  care”  system  is  broken  in 
the  U.S.  And  I  learned  that  it  was  designed  that  way  deliberately. 

A  young  woman  from  Detroit  had  to  move  to  Canada  to 
get  treatment  for  her  cancer.  She  was  only  22  years  old,  and  her 
HMO  told  her  she  could  not  have  cancer  —  she  was  too  young. 
And  they  denied  her  treatment. 

Michael  Moore,  who  has  made  a  number  of  controversial 
movies,  topped  himself  with  this  one.  His  earlier  films  include 
Roger  and  Me  and  Fahrenheit  9/11. 

Roger  and  Me  told  about  what  happened  to  the  city  of 
Flint,  Mich,  when  General  Motors  closed  its  plant  there  and 
moved  it  to  Mexico.  Fahrenheit  9/11  is  about  the  relationship  of 
the  Bush  family  and  the  Osama  Bin  Laden  family. 

If  I  had  not  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes  I  would  not  have 
believed  it.  Moore  visited  Canada,  Britain,  France  and  Cuba  — 
all  countries  that  provide  free  health  care  to  their  citizens.  People 
in  these  countries  laughed  when  he  asked 
them  how  much  they  had  to  pay  for  health 
care;  all  treatment  and  medication  is  free. 

And  the  kicker  is  not  in  the 
movie.  Americans  pay  15  percent  of 
Gross  National  Product  in  the  U.S.  for 
health  care,  while  France  only  pays  1 1 
percent.  I  found  that  out  a  week  before  I 
saw  the  movie. 

The  U.S.  and  our  politicians, 
who  have  been  bought  and  paid  for,  are 
solidly  against  free  or  universal  health 
care.  Almost  all  members  of  Congress, 
including  Hillary  Clinton,  have  taken  big 
money  from  the  HMOs. 

Clinton,  remember,  led  the 
fight  in  1993  to  get  universal  health 
care  approved.  But  when  she  lost  that 
fight,  and  ran  for  Congress,  she  took 
money  from  the  health  care  industry. 

The  biggest  dog  in  the  Congress 
is  one  of  the  members  who  fought  the  hard¬ 
est  against  universal  health  care.  He  is  now 
the  head  lobbyist  for  the  health  care  indus¬ 
try,  being  paid  $2  million  a  year  to  protect 
their  profits.  Moore  showed  him  holding  up 
his  big  $2  million  check  and  smiling  like  he 
was  the  king  of  the  world.  He  is,  but  he  is 
stabbing  poor  people  in  the  back  and  con¬ 
demning  them  to  death  by  taking  his  $2  million. 

Who  is  opposed  to  universal  health  care,  you  ask?  It  is 
the  health  care  industry  —  the  huge  chug  companies,  the  doctors 
and  their  American  Medical  Association  (AMA),  the  hospitals, 
and  the  very  big  dog,  the  Health  Maintenance  Organizations 
(HMOs). 

The  HMOs  are  the  ones  who  deny  people  health  care  on 
the  slightest  whim.  If  you  had  a  yeast  infection  when  you  were 
20,  and  they  find  out  about  it,  they  will  deny  you  treatment  for 
cancer  20  years  later. 

They  have  condemned  thousands  of  people  to  death.  The 
people  they  have  condemned  to  death  are  not  the  people  without 
health  insurance.  They  are  the  people  who  have  health  insurance, 
but  who  get  denied  service. 

Don’t  get  sick.  If  you  do,  you  have  a  good  chance  of 
dying  without  getting  any  treatment.  Nixon  started  all  this  in 
1971.  Michael  plays  a  tape  of  Nixon  and  Ehrlichman  in  the  White 
House  cooking  up  the  scheme.  Nixon  resisted  the  suggestion  at 
first.  But  when  he  heard  his  buddy  Edgar  Kaiser  in  California 
made  big  money  on  it,  Nixon  was  all  for  it.  He  proposed  the  bill 
that  allowed  HMOs  to  become  established. 

The  movie  is  full  of  tragedies.  A  baby  in  LA  died  when 


the  hospital  would  not  treat  her.  Kaiser  Permanente  refused  to 
approve  the  payment.  She  was  African-American.  If  she  had  been 
white,  she  might  have  lived. 

A  young  woman  who  was  involved  in  a  head-on  colli¬ 
sion  in  her  car  had  her  ambulance  ride  disapproved.  The  reason? 
She  had  not  gotten  approval  of  it  in  advance. 

The  worst  tragedy  was  three  workers  on  the  9/11  build¬ 
ings  who  were  denied  treatment.  One  woman  and  two  men,  all 
three  of  whom  volunteered  to  help  try  to  save  people  trapped  in 
the  debris,  and  to  dig  out  the  hundreds  of  dead  bodies,  got  sick 
from  the  experience.  The  HMOs  turned  them  all  down  for  treat¬ 
ment. 

Michael  took  them  to  Cuba,  supposedly  illegally,  and 
they  got  free  treatment.  One  man  had  lung  damage,  the  other  man 
had  ground  his  teeth  so  bad  that  he  needed  to  have  them  restored, 
and  the  young  woman  had  lung  damage. 

The  young  woman  got  an  inhaler  in  Cuba  for  five  cents. 
She  could  not  believe  the  price.  In  the  U.S.  she  has  to  pay  $120 
twice  a  month  to  get  the  same  treatment. 

A  lady  from  Denver  who  had  cancer  got  treated  for  free, 
also.  She  and  her  husband  had  lost  everything  they  owned,  includ¬ 
ing  their  house,  when  he  had  heart  attacks  and  she  got  cancer. 
They  had  to  move  into  their  daughter’s  basement.  The  doctors  in 
Denver  had  her  on  nine  medications;  the  doctors  in  Cuba  took 
five  of  them  away,  and  she  got  better. 

The  HMO  executives  have  no  heart.  They  are  making 
between  $22  million  a  year  and  $1  million  a  year  in  salary.  These 
include  Humana,  Kaiser  Permanente,  Blue  Cross  and  Cigna.  To 
rub  salt  in  the  wound,  the  current  Bush  administration  has  gotten 
legislation  passed  to  let  drug  companies  jack  up  their  prices  and 
make  even  more  money. 

This  health  care  situation  is  going  to  affect  more  than 
half  the  Indian  people  in  the  U.S.  Why?  Because  more  than  60 
percent  of  us  live  in  cities  these  days. 

How  convenient  is  it  for  someone  living  in 
Albuquerque  or  Phoenix  to  run  home  to  Rosebud  to  get  treat¬ 
ment?  I  know  it  happens,  but  most  Indian  people  are  get¬ 
ting  health  treatment  where  they  live. 

And  with  Indian  Health  running  35 
percent  vacancies  in  the  positions  in  then- 
hospitals  and  clinics,  there  are  not 
enough  doctors,  dentists,  pharmacists 
and  nurses  to  go  around.  It  is  not 
uncommon  for  Indian  people  to  have  to 
wait  four  hours  or  eight  horns  to  be 
seen  in  a  reservation  hospital. 

The  places  Moore  visited,  in  con¬ 
trast,  wait  on  people  immediately.  Almost 
no  one  had  to  wait  four  hours.  Most  of  them 
got  seen  within  one  hour. 

One  of  the  things  the  politicians  and  doc¬ 
tors  hint  at  is  that  universal  health  care  is 
Communist.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
The  doctors  in  the  counties  Moore  visited  were  living 
in  nice  luxury  houses,  driving  Audis  and  living  well. 

It  is  time  we  did  something  about  the  current 
situation  in  health  care  in  this  country.  As  a  veteran,  I 
hate  to  think  about  having  to  go  to  a  VA  hospital.  But  I  may  have 
to.  My  daddy  died  in  a  VA  hospital.  They  misdiagnosed  him  for 
years  with  asthma,  heart  trouble,  etc. 

When  they  finally  made  a  correct  diagnosis,  we  learned 
that  he  had  encysted  tuberculosis.  His  body  had  formed  cysts 
around  the  tubercles,  but  his  body  had  to  pay  a  price.  His  lungs 
lost  much  of  their  elasticity  and  he  could  not  get  enough  air. 

We  need  to  take  health  care  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
money  grubbers,  the  HMOs,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  people 
who  will  provide  health  care  as  it  should  be.  Every  member  of 
Congress  who  takes  big  money  from  the  drug  companies  and  the 
HMOs  needs  to  be  voted  out  of  office.  Democrats,  Republicans 
and  Independents  —  they  all  need  to  go. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  stopped  being  tricked.  One  of  the 
White  House  people  the  other  day  said  that  a  recent  selling  of 
arms  to  Saudi  Arabia  would  help  to  bring  peace  to  the  Middle 
East.  I  guess  no  one  is  going  to  shoot  any  of  those  rifles. 

What  a  crock!  They  are  telling  us  the  same  kind  of  fairy 
tales  about  health  care.  We  need  to  stop  believing  them.  And  if 
you  are  not  registered  to  vote,  please  do  it.  We  can  only  bring 
about  democracy  by  registering,  voting  and  throwing  out  the  ras¬ 
cals  who  betray  the  people. 


Letters  4  E-mail 


Dear  Editor, 

Why  do  Seminole  casinos  not 
have  Blackjack? 

Sincerely, 

JMe4540700@aol.com 

Dear  JMe4540700@aol.com, 

We  have  Class  II  table  games 
only.  Blackjack  is  a  Class  III  game. 

Thank  you  for  your  question, 

Wanda  Stewart 

Gaming  Department 

Dear  Editor, 

I  thank  you  for  your  excellent  and 
very  kind  review  of  my  book  Art  of  the 
Florida  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  Indians 
in  The  Seminole  Tribune.  The  publishing 
company,  University  Press  of  Florida,  just 
sent  a  copy  of  the  issue  with  the  review  in 
it. 

I  have  felt  privileged  to  have 
many  enjoyable  years  of  working  with  the 
Seminole  and  Miccosukee  people.  I  cherish 
their  friendship,  trust  and  the  way  they 
opened  up  to  me  so  I  could  tell  their  story 
through  art  history.  Book  reviewer  Ramona 
Kiyoshk  is  very  correct  to  say  the  book  is  a 
loving  tribute.  I  have  seen  astounding 
changes  since  I  first  started  visiting  them 
in  1974  and  wish  them  all  of  the  success 
they  so  deserve. 

Again,  thank  you  Ramona 
Kyoishk  for  your  comments. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy  Downs 

Author 

Dear  Editor, 

Hello  from  Canada!  How  much 
time  should  a  person  allow  themselves  in 
Billie  Swamp  Safari  with  the  purchase  of  a 
Day  Package? 

Thank  you, 

Birthe 

Dear  Birthe, 

I  usually  recommend  allowing  at 
least  four  hours  for  our  Day  Package. 

This  gives  you  plenty  of  time  to  do  the  air- 
boat,  buggy  and  your  chosen  show;  but  it 
will  also  allow  you  to  visit  our  gift  shop 
and  restaurant,  as  well  as  our  nature  trail 
and  many  animal  exhibits. 


If  you  have  more  time  I  also  rec¬ 
ommend  visiting  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum,  just  three  miles  from  the  Swamp 
Safari  entrance. 

Thank  you, 

Sherry  M  Blanset 
Administrative  Assistant 
Billie  Swamp  Safari 

Dear  Editor, 

Good  afternoon.  I  am  trying  to 
locate  information  regarding  obstacles  to 
health  and  economic  development  to 
Southeastern  Tribes  as  we  prepare  to  con¬ 
duct  a  needs  assessment  of  South  Carolina 
Tribes.  Do  you  have  any  information  that 
you  could  share  with  us?  Thank  you  in 
advance  for  your  assistance. 

In  unity, 

Barbara  MorningStar  Paul 
Dear  Ms.  Paul, 

The  best  resource  for  you  to  turn 
to  is  the  United  South  and  Eastern  Tribes 
office.  You  can  find  contact  information 
at  usetinc.org. 

Sincerely, 

Tina  M.  Osceola 
Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

I’m  trying  to  find  out  information 
about  the  medicine  man/woman  traditions. 

I  know  they  are  not  talked  about  outside 
the  Tribe  but  I  truly  want  to  learn  more 
about  it.  I  don’t  know  who  is  reading  this 
message  but  perhaps  you  know  who  this 
might  be  forwarded  too.  I  would  appreciate 
some  communication. 

Thank  you  for  your  time, 

Aaron  Peck 

Dear  Mr.  Peck, 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  our 
Tribal  culture  and  traditions.  This  topic 
has  been  covered  by  many  anthropologists 
and  there  are  various  publications  on  the 
topic.  You  can  visit  various  universities  as 
well  as  museums  to  conduct  this  sort  of 
research;  appointments  are  usually 
required.  We  do  not  discuss  this  topic  with 
the  non-Tribal  public.  We  appreciate  your 
understanding. 

Sincerely, 


Tina  M.  Osceola 
Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

Do  you  take  Mastercard  or  Visa  a: 
payment  for  airboat  rides  at  Billie  Swamp 
Safari? 

Thank  you, 

C.  Phillips 

Dear  Guest, 

In  response  to  your  question 
regarding  payment  methods;  yes,  we 
accept  all  major  credit  cards.  If  you  have 
any  further  inquiries  you  may  e-mail 
safari@semtribe.  com. 

Sincerely, 

Sherry  M  Blanset 
Administrative  Assistant 
Billie  Swamp  Safari 


Correction 


In  the  Aug.  10  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  former  Winnebago 
Tribe  of  Nebraska  chairman  Louis  La 
Rose  was  misidentified  as  that  Tribe’s  cur¬ 
rent  chairman.  The  current  Winnebago 
Tribe  of  Nebraska  chairman  is  Matthew 
Pilcher. 


Photo  Quiz  Answer 


Willie  Jumper  and  sister  Annie  Tommie 
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Felix  DoBosz 

According  to  Gavin,  21  homes  are  currently  under  construction  in  Brighton 


❖  Homes 

Continued  from  page  1 


Brighton  Tribal  citizens 
Brown  Shore  and  Johnson  Gore  also 
received  gift  baskets  and  a  promise 
from  Gavin  that  their  homes  would 
be  complete  by  September  of  this 


year. 

Eight  homes  have  been 
completed  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation  this  year  since  permits 
were  received  in  March,  according  to 
Gavin.  One  of  these  includes  Tribal 
citizen  Reese  Bert’s  home.  Bert  said 
his  home,  on  one  and  a  quarter  acres 
in  Brighton,  came  equipped  with 
many  modem  conveniences.  These 
include  all  the  common  household 
appliances,  and  some  modem 
upgrades  such  as  hurricane-resistant 
windows  and  even  a  25,000  watt 
generator,  which  he  called  “a  necessi¬ 
ty.” 


Felix  DoBosz 

Brighton  Council  Rep.  Roger  Smith  and  Catherine  Gavin. 


According  to 
Gavin,  21  homes  are  cur¬ 
rently  under  construction  in 
Brighton  and  12  are  in  the 
bidding  process  with  con¬ 
tractors.  She  said  she 
believes  all  of  these  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Gavin  also 

informed  those  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  who  have  not  yet 
begun  the  housing  process 
to  start  as  soon  as  possible. 
She  said  the  entire  process 
from  start  to  finish  takes 
about  one  year;  with  the 
paperwork  going  through 
the  proper  channels  for  five 
months  and  then  another 
six  months  for  constmction 
time. 

Following  Gavin’s 
remarks  Pastor  Wonder 
Johns  offered  a  blessing  for 
Felix  DoBosz  the  new  homes  and  the 

New  homeowner  Johnny  Osceola  with  his  gift  basket.  catered  lunch  the  gathering 

_  was  about  to  eat. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Pamela  Jumper  holds  her  warranty  manuals  as  daughter  Luzana  holds  their  gift  basket. 
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Groundbreaking  Ceremony  Held  for 
South  Boundary  Road  Renovations 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  — 


Another  link  in  the  long  chain  of 
improvements  being  initiated  by 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  got 
underway  on  Aug.  16  with  the 
groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the 
renovations  to  South  Boundary 
Road  on  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation. 

Wearing  a  circa  1800s  top 
hat  complete  with  silver  band  and 
ostrich  plume,  emcee  Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  looked  as  though 
he  had  stepped  out  of  the  pages  of 
history  just  in  time  to  commemo¬ 
rate  this  occasion.  Following  a 
short  invocation,  Jumper  explained 
the  scope  of  this  new  project. 

“Keith  and  Schnars 
Engineering  will  be  overseeing  the 
logistics  of  the  paving  of  the  first 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
South  Boundary  Road  which  runs 
adjacent  to  the  L-28  Canal,”  he 
said.  “A  drainage  plan,  as  well  as 
surfacing,  will  be  implemented 
during  this  first  phase  of  construc¬ 
tion.  Barring  any  unforeseen  inter¬ 
ruptions,  such  as  adverse  weather 
conditions,  the  task  should  require 
approximately  50  days  for  comple¬ 
tion.” 

Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  has  always  lived  at  Big 
Cypress  and  clearly  remembers  the 
initial  construction  of  the  L-28 
Canal  and  levee. 

Pointing  to  the  waterway 
he  said,  “This  artery  was  originally 
designed  to  carry  water  south  from 
Lake  Okeechobee  into  the 
Everglades  and  implement  seasonal 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  recalls  life  in  his  younger  years  along  the 
roadway  and  canal. 


drainage  of  the  Tribal  lands  through  which  it  traveled. 
Some  of  you  will  remember  the  high  embankment 
which  was  eventually  converted  into  a  roadway  by  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  an  effort  to  provide  more 
accessibility  to  outlying  portions  of  the  Reservation. 
Today  we  will  begin  the  process  of  converting  this 
dusty,  rocky  road  into  asphalt  pavement.” 

Board  President  Richard  Bowers  also 
addressed  the  gathering  at  the  groundbreaking  ceremo- 


place  at  Big  Cypress.  Now,  as  a  resident  here,  I  am 
very  proud  of  the  changes  that  the  Seminole  Tribe  is 
making  to  create  a  better  community  in  which  its 
members  can  live  and  prosper.” 

Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress  began  his  address  by  thanking  Sadie  and 
Tommie  Billie  for  allowing  the  use  of  their  lawn  for 
the  momentous  occasion. 

“This  project  has  been  forthcoming  for  two 
years  and  is  just  the  first  phase  of  a  long  process 

which  will  eventually 
provide  pavement  to 
what  we  like  to  refer 
to  as  our  waterfront 
residences,”  Cypress 
said.  “Patsy  Billie  and 
Joe  Benjamin  are  just 
a  few  of  the  patient 
Tribal  members  who 
live  along  this  road 
and  who  will  be  very 
happy  about  these 
improvements.” 

Brighton 

Council 

Representative  Roger 
Smith  stated:  “Having 
spent  my  whole  life  at 
Brighton,  I  don’t  share 
your  memories  of  this 
roadway.  However,  my 
father,  Jack  Smith,  was 
a  BIA  road  grader  and 
was  instrumental  in 
the  building  of  many 
roads  such  as  this  one. 
Every  time  we  under¬ 
take  a  project  such  as 
this,  we  are  adding  to 
the  legacy  set  forth  by 
our  forefathers.” 

Returning  to 
the  podium,  Big  Shot 
reminisced  about  the 
days  when  there  were 
no  paved  roads  on  the 
reservation  and  the 
Josie  Billie  Highway 
was  a  pothole  filled, 
rocky  road  that  served 
the  entire  community. 

Pastor  Salaw 
Hummingbird  recount¬ 
ed  a  story  from  the 
Bible  which  was  very 
appropriate  for  the 

“Many  of  our  Tribal  elders  were  employed  by  occasion  and  then  offered  the  blessing  in  anticipation 
the  BIA  in  building  the  roads  throughout  Big  Cypress  of  the  luncheon.  Following,  the  Tribal  officials  donned 
which  originally  resembled  this  dusty  thoroughfare,”  hard  hats  and  had  shovels  in  hand  as  they  officially 

he  said.  “Although  I  grew  up  at  Brighton,  I  have  broke  ground  for  improvements  to  be  made  to  South 

watched  over  the  years  the  progress  that  has  taken  Boundary  Road. 


Judy  Weeks 

President  Richard  Bowers  talks  about  the  big  strides  that  come  with  improvements 
to  the  Big  Cypress  Tribal  community. 
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-protect, yourself  from_ 
making  a  mistake,.  ~ 

'Practice  these  simple  phrases! 

"No,  you  can’t  search  my  car.'1 
"No,  you  can't  search  my  home*” 
"No,  I  don't  want  to  talk  with  you.” 
"Call  my  lawyer!  ” 

Call  Guy  Seligman 

954-760-7600 

24  hours  a  day 
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Map  by  Juan  Cancel,  GIS  Specialist,  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Map  of  the  area  in  Big  Cypress  where  the  megafauna  was  found  by  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Officer  Willard  Steele. 


Hidden  Megafauna  Found  on  the 
Big  Cypress  Reservation 

Tribal  Preservation  Officer  Finds  Extinct  Animal  Bones 


By  Paul  N.  Backhouse,  Chief  Data  Analyst,  Tribal  Historic 
Preservation  Office 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  a  hot  day  in  late  July  archaeolo¬ 
gists  working  for  the  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Office  (THPO) 
had  the  rare  opportunity  to  recover  the  remains  of  extinct  animals 
that  had  once  roamed  the  area  that  is  now  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation. 

The  bones  were  uncovered  during  routine 
canal  cleaning  maintenance  work  that  had  scraped 
into  much  older  sediments  at  the  bottom  of  the  canal. 

These  sediments  most  likely  had  not  been  disturbed 
for  more  than  10,000  years. 

The  discovery  was  made  by  Tribal  Historic 
Preservation  Officer  Willard  Steele  during  one  of  his 
regular  reconnaissance  surveys  around  the  reserva¬ 
tion.  Steele  spotted  several  large,  well  preserved 
teeth  protruding  from  the  freshly  dredged  spoil  heaps 
adjacent  to  the  canal.  He  quickly  alerted  the  THPO 
archaeological  field  crew  who  arrived  at  the  location 
and  set  about  systematically  searching  the  area  for 
more  bones. 

In  total,  more  than  100  bones  were  identi¬ 
fied  and  the  locations  were  marked  with  one  of  the 
Tribes’  state-of-the-art  Global  Positioning  System,  or 
GPS,  surveying  devices  (See  Map). 

Most  of  the  bones  have  yet  to  be  identified, 
but  the  size  of  the  teeth  recovered  (See  Close-Up 
Photograph)  suggests  that  at  least  one  elephant-like 
creature,  a  mammoth,  was  present.  How  old  the 
bones  are  is  a  difficult  question. 

Steele  speculates  based  on  their  proximity 
to  the  modem  ground  surface  that  they  might  date  to 
the  late  Pleistocene,  circa  10,000  years  ago.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  other  large  bones  and  teeth  were  also  recov¬ 
ered  and  are  awaiting  analysis  at  the  THPO  laborato¬ 
ry.  If  these  can  be  identified  to  a  particular  species 
then  it  should  help  to  give  the  THPO  a  better  idea  of 
just  how  old  the  remains  are. 

Megafaunal  species,  such  as  mammoth,  were  indigenous 


to  North  America  and  archaeologists  know  that  these  creatures 
died  out  at  the  end  of  the  last  ice  age.  The  problem  is  no  one  can 
agree  as  to  whether  a  change  in  the  climate  or  hunting  by  humans 
was  responsible  for  their  demise. 

So  far,  no  evidence  has  been  found  at  the  Big  Cypress 
location  to  suggest  that  humans  were  responsible  for  the  death  of 
these  animals  and  the  THPO  must  conclude  at  this  stage  that  they 


died  naturally.  In  the  meantime  a  tantalizing  glimpse  of  these 
huge  creatures  that  once  called  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation  home 
remains. 


The  red  flags  indicate  the  numerous  locations  bones  were  found. 
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Continued  from  page  1 


Resolution  25:  Engagement  letter  for  audit  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  statements  for  the  seven  Tribal  gaming  facilities  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  2007; 

Resolution  26:  Engagement  letters  for  agreed  upon  pro¬ 
cedures  for  compliance  with  internal  control  standards  (ICS)  of 
the  Tribe  of  the  six  Tribal  gaming  facilities  and  for  compliance 
with  alternative  procedures  for  the  Big  Cypress  Gaming  facility 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  2007; 

Resolution  31:  Budget  modification  approval-fiscal  year 

2007; 

Resolution  32:  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  revenue  allo¬ 
cation  and  per  capita  distribution  plan- Amendment  No.  4; 

Resolution  33:  Ford  Motor  Credit  Company  Indian 


Tribal  Government  Lease-Purchase  agreement  No.  49990  as 
amended  by  schedule  4999055:  wavier  of  sovereign  immunity; 

Resolution  34:  Ha-Sho-Be  Golf,  L.L.C.  consulting 
agreement; 

Resolution  37:  First  Amendment  to  sublease  SL- 141-01 
between  Seminole  Indian  Plaza,  Inc.  (Sublessor)  and  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  D/B/A  Seminole  Casino-Hollywood  Reservation; 

Resolution  40:  Second  amended  grant  of  easement  for 
right-of-way  (1,351’  X  68’)  to  Roman  Gate  Enterprises 
Incorporated  and/or  Greco  Roman  Holdings,  Inc. -Big  Cypress 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  41:  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  elevator  code 

safety; 

Resolution  42:  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  fire  prevention 
code;  and 

Resolution  43:  Approval  of  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
recreation  program  sports  participation,  recreation  and  cultural 
event  travel  guidelines. 


Human  Resources  Opens  New 
Field  Office  in  Immokalee 

Angella  Dixon  to  Manage  HR  Office 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  — Angella  Dixon,  Human  Resources  (HR)  Department  pro¬ 
gram  specialist,  has  been  keeping  very  busy  lately.  She  was  recently  appointed  to  man¬ 
age  the  new  HR  office,  located  inside  the  Immokalee  Field  Office.  Dixon  will  be  servic¬ 
ing  the  administrative  needs  of  about  100  employees  at  the  new  office. 

Director  of  Human  Resources  Lee  Zepeda  determined  that  there  was  a  great 
need  for  an  HR  office  to 
serve  the  rapidly  expand¬ 
ing  Immokalee  communi¬ 
ty.  It  is  one  of  the  goals 
that  all  Seminole  reserva¬ 
tions  will  have  a  staffed 
professional  at  each  HR 
office  to  support  Tribal 
citizens  and  employees, 
according  to  Zepeda. 

Dixon  has  been 
a  loyal  and  dedicated 
employee  of  the 
Hollywood  HR 
Department  since  July 
2002.  Originally  from  the 
beautiful  Caribbean 
island  nation  of  Jamaica, 
she  moved  to  Florida  in 
2001. 

“I  enjoy  what  I 
do,”  she  said.  “I  came  as 
a  recruiter  for  the  Human 
Resources  Department 
five  years  ago.  When  I 
started,  I  was  hired  from 
a  temp  agency.  Jean 
Fontana,  the  acting  direc¬ 
tor  at  the  time,  she  liked 
my  performance,  my  pro¬ 
fessionalism  on  the  job, 
and  offered  me  a  perma¬ 
nent  position,  and  I’ve 
been  here  ever  since.” 

Dixon’s  respon¬ 
sibilities  already  include 
going  out  to  different 
Seminole  communities 
and  conducting  HR  inter¬ 
views  for  job  vacancies 
offered  by  the  Tribe. 

Dixon  added: 

“I’m  a  people  person,  and 
I  really  enjoy  my  work 
dealing  with  people  and  enjoy  all  aspects  of  human  resources.  Actually,  I’m  proud  to  say 
I  have  my  master’s  degree  in  human  resources  from  Nova  Southeastern  University.” 

She  explained,  “In  Hollywood,  the  magnitude  is  great  when  it  comes  to  recruit¬ 
ment,  so  I  concentrate  on  recruitment  only.  In  Immokalee  I’ll  be  doing  background 
investigations,  interviews,  fingerprinting,  employee  relations,  so  I’m  more  involved  in 
all  aspects  of  human  resources  while  in  Immokalee.” 

She  will  be  the  only  staff  member  assigned  for  now  to  the  new  Immokalee  HR 
office.  Dixon  stated  that  she  has  seen  the  Tribe’s  extensive  expansion  and  growth  in  the 
past  five  years  and  is  proud  to  be  a  part  of  it.  She  said  she  looks  forward  to  serving  and 
providing  HR  assistance  to  the  Immokalee  community  and  all  its  employees. 

Zepeda  echoed  Dixon’s  sentiment  about  the  Tribe’s  growth. 

“We’re  just  really  excited  about  the  opportunity  to  be  included  in  Immokalee,” 
he  said.  “The  Tribe  has  grown  so  much  so  quickly  recently.  Our  main  goal  is  to  provide 
services  throughout  the  whole  Tribe;  not  just  here  in  Hollywood  or  one  particular  reser¬ 
vation.  We  like  to  be  able  to  provide  it  everywhere. 

“This  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  reach  out  to  Immokalee.  We  have  someone  in 
Big  Cypress  already,  and  we  have  somebody  out  in  Brighton  who  covers  the  Tampa  area 
and  Fort  Pierce  area.  So  this  is  something  we  have  been  planning  on  doing,  and  we 
wanted  to,  and  when  the  opportunity  came  along  we  jumped  at  the  chance.” 

“We  worked  with  [former  Immokalee  Tribal  Council  Liaison]  Ralph  Sanchez 
and  [Immokalee  Tribal  Council  Liaison]  Elaine  Aguilar  to  make  sure  this  could  happen 
and  we’re  all  very  excited  about  it,”  he  added.  “Angella  is  also  excited  about  it  and 
ready  to  go  and  has  been  a  big  part  of  the  HR  team  for  several  years  now  and  is  very 
excited  to  take  this  next  step  in  her  career.” 

Zepeda  continued,  saying  he  would  like  to  have  an  HR  specialist  in  each  of  the 
Tribe’s  communities  with  full  supporting  services.  At  last  count  the  department  director 
said  the  Tribe  now  employs  just  a  little  over  2,000  employees  on  all  the  reservations,  not 
counting  the  Hard  Rock  or  gaming. 

The  new  HR  office  is  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  administration  building: 
295  Stockade  Road,  Immokalee,  Fla.  34142.  The  phone  number  is  (239)867-5300.  Ext. 
16488. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Angella  Dixon  and  HR  Director  Lee  Zepeda 
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The  magician  intrigues  David  Cypress  and  Mitchell  Cypress  with  his  magic  rings. 


Birthday  Celebration,  Words  of  Admiration 
and  Magic  Given  to  David  Cypress 


A  fabulous  lunch  was  served.  Cypress’ 
friends  and  employees  were  asked  what  they  think 
about  their  Big  Cypress  council  representative.  The 
question  was:  What  would  you  like  to  say  about  David 
on  his  birthday? 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Eddie  C.  Billie  (L)  David  Cypress  and  his  mother,  Mary  Frances  Cypress  (R). 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  David  Cypress’  56th 
birthday  celebration  was  a  happy  occasion.  The  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative  received  lots  of  hugs, 
kisses,  handshakes,  birthday  cards  and  gifts.  Cypress 
found  a  seat  up  close 
to  the  entertainment 
and  there  he  sat  most 
of  the  day  while  well 
wishers  came  by  to 
say  happy  birthday. 

The  elabo¬ 
rately  decorated 
Herman  L.  Osceola 
Gym  was  packed  with 
friends  and  well-wish¬ 
ers  on  Aug.  3.  The 
laughter  and  chatting 
rose  to  a  swell  show¬ 
ing  that  good  times 
are  always  on  a  roll 
when  David  Cypress 
has  a  party. 

David’s 

brother,  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress,  told 
a  few  humorous  sib¬ 
ling  stories  before 
presenting  his  brother 
with  a  very  special 
birthday  present  in  a 
big  wrapped  box. 

“We  grew  up 
in  a  chickee  and  it 
was  isolated  back 
then,”  he  said.  “I  went  to  school  in  a  big  old  wooden 
building  with  wood  stove.  It  was  a  one  room  school- 
house.  I  was  older  and  when  I  and  my  friends,  a  big 
group  of  us,  walked  to  school,  there  was  David  always 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Nery  Mejicano  (L)  and  Justin  Gonzalez  (R)  hold  up 
Cypress’s  portrait,  painted  by  Guy  LaBree. 


trying  to  follow  us,  walking  behind  us,  and  we  would 
always  have  to  take  him  back. 

“But,  one  day  David  got 
and  the  teacher  asked  ‘Who’s  this  little  boy  in  sus¬ 
penders?’  Years  later  we  all  left  to  go  the  boarding 
school  in  Oklahoma  in  the  early  1960s.  At  that  time 
there  were  some  good  athletes  here  at  Big  Cypress. 

A  teacher  came  down  here  from  Sequoyah  High 
School  to  try  and  recruit  students  and  David  went 
to  school  in  Oklahoma,  too. 

“My  brother  in  the  70s  became  a  good 
wrestler  at  Sequoyah.  He  broke  a  record  with  a  19- 
second  pinning  of  his  opponent  in  the  ring.  That 
record  still  stands  today.  So,  I  have  tried  to  honor 
my  brother  with  a  special  painting  by  that  famous 
Florida  artist,  Guy  LaBree.” 

At  that  moment  in  the  story  Mitchell 
Cypress  asked  Nery  Mericano  and  Justin  Gonzalez 
to  unwrap  the  gift  and  hold  it  up  so  everyone  could 
see  it.  David  was  still  sitting  in  the  front  row.  What 
was  revealed  was  an  amazing  painting  of  the  hand¬ 
some  young  David  in  his  wrestling  uniform  when 
he  was  the  championship  wrestler  attending 
Seqouyah  School.  The  school’s  colors  also  show 
up  on  the  canvas. 

Throughout  the  party  that  started  at  10 
a.m.  and  lasted  until  about  2  p.m.,  there  was  amus¬ 
ing  entertainment  including  a  magician  who  went 
from  table  to  table  engaging  the  party  goers  with 
his  clever  tricks.  There  was  a  whole  slate  of  musi¬ 
cal  performers  doing  impressions  of  the  great  stars: 
Elvis,  Johnny  Cash  and  Selena.  Still  the  best  was 
Big  Cypress’  own  home  grown  crooners,  Jonah 
Cypress  and  Paul  “Cowbone”  Buster. 


Here  are  some  comments  about  this  beloved 
Seminole  leader: 

Janice  Osceola,  videographer  with  Seminole 
Broadcasting,  said:  “David  has  a  heart  for  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  if  you  need  anything  you  can  go  to  him 
and  he  will  do  anything  within  his  power  to  help 
you.  Maybe  some  people  don’t  think  he  is  like 
that  but  all  you  have  to  do  is  ask.  You  will  see. 
He  helps  others,  too,  not  just  from  BC  but  all  the 
reservations.” 

Irena  Loleski,  fitness  instructor,  said: 
“David’s  personal  commitment  to  fitness  is  an 
inspiration  to  everyone  here  at  BC.  He  strives  to 
instill  the  desire  for  fitness  in  the  young  people. 
He  has  promoted  the  martial  arts  program  and 
wants  youth  included  at  every  level  and  he  even 
required  the  youth  center  to  only  serve  nutritious 
snacks,  and  not  sodas.” 

Seminole  Police  Chief  Charlie  Tiger 
said:  “On  this  birthday  occasion  I  am  reminded 
that  with  age  comes  wisdom  and  strength  and  the 
wisdom  and  strength  that  David  has  achieved 
will  continue  to  benefit  the  Tribe  and  Tribal 
members  now  and  in  the  future.” 

Steve  Frost,  Recreation  Department 
coordinator,  said:  “He’s  one  of  a  kind.  There’s  no 
one  else  like  him.  We  love  him  a  lot.”  Theresa 
Nunez  of  Brighton  said  she  “dittos”  that  senti¬ 
ment. 

Polly  Hayes,  4-H  Coordinator,  said: 

“He  used  to  go  to  4-H  Camp  Cloverleaf  and 
that’s  where  I  first  met  him.  So,  he’s  a  big  sup¬ 
porter  of  4-H  and  we  appreciate  him  and  try  to 
keep  him  informed  about  our  programs.” 

Louise  Gopher,  Education  Department 
director,  said:  “He  always  supports  the  education 
of  the  kids  and  whatever  we  need.  I  appreciate 
his  support  because  sometimes  I  feel  like  I  am 
hanging  on  by  myself.” 

Edna  Me  Duffie,  BC  Health 
Community  Outreach  Coordinator,  said:  “David 
has  been  very  supportive  of  the  walks  we  have 
appreciate  that  very  much.” 

That’s  just  a  small  sample  of  how  much  the 
people  who  know  him,  care  about  him.  President 
Richard  Bowers  summed  up  most  everyone’s  thoughts 
that  day  when  he  said:  “Happy  birthday  David,  and 
many  more!” 


Polly  Hayes  and  Brighton  Council  Representative 
Roger  Smith  at  the  party. 
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Birthday  Surprise  for  Elaine  Aguilar 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Family,  friends  and  com¬ 
munity  members  gathered  at  the  Gym  in  Immokalee 
on  Aug.  17  for  a  surprise  birthday  party  for  Tribal 
Council  Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar.  This  carefully  guarded 
secret  had  been  in  the  planning  for  several  weeks. 
Taking  advantage  of  a  previously  scheduled  event,  the 
organizers  were  able  to  coordinate  their  efforts  and 
maintain  the  element  of  surprise. 

With  lookouts  heralding  her  arrival,  Aguilar 
was  greeted  by  a  rousing  ovation  of  “Happy  Birthday” 
when  she  opened  the  door  to  the  Gym.  The  astounded 
expression  on  her  face  said  it  all.  Following  congratu¬ 
latory  hugs  and  a  few  testimonials  by  old  friends, 
Elaine  expressed  her  heartfelt  appreciation. 

An  assortment  of  photographs  had  been 
assembled  for  a  PowerPoint  presentation  that  brought 
back  fond  memories.  Evoking  a  mixture  of  laughter, 
tears  and  applause,  the  crowd  enjoyed  a  brief  glimpse 
into  the  life  of  Elaine  Aguilar.  Background  music  sup¬ 
plied  a  trip  down  memory  lane. 

Seated  amid  her  husband,  children  and  grand¬ 
children,  the  guest  of  honor  enjoyed  a  leisurely  lunch¬ 


Judy  Weeks 


Elaine  Aguilar  and  her  daughter,  Michelle,  share  the 
same  birth  date. 


eon  before  opening  her  presents.  Among  the  gifts  were 
some  fabulously  beaded  pens,  necklaces,  picture 
frames  and  a  variety  of  tokens  of  appreciation.  There 
were  numerous  requests  for  her  to  model  the  coveted 
patchwork  skirt  from  Carlene  DiCarlo  and  ample  vol¬ 
unteers  who  were  willing  to  take  many  of  the  other 
items  off  her  hands.  With  a  huge  smile,  she  thanked 
them  all,  but  declined  their  assistance. 

A  beautiful  cake  had  been  provided  for  the 
occasion  topped  by  a  portrait  of  Aguilar  and  layered 
with  strawberries  and  bananas.  Gilbert  Davila  of  the 
Building  and  Grounds  Department  serenaded  the 
birthday  girl  with  a  medley  of  three  songs  selected  for 
the  event. 

A  departmental  committee,  spearheaded  by 
Tracey  DelaRosa  of  the  Fitness  Department  and 
Vanessa  Aguilar  of  the  Housing  department,  was 
instrumental  in  orchestrating  this  event  which  enjoyed 
overwhelming  community  support. 


Pete  Aguilar  wishes  his  wife,  Elaine,  a  very  happy 
birthday. 


Judy  Weeks 

This  beautiful  patchwork  skirt  was  a  cherished 
birthday  gift. 
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Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess  Hits  the  Road 

Jennifer  Chalfant  Attends  National Pow-Wow 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

WASHINGTON  —  Less  than 
two  weeks  after  her  coronation,  the 
new  2007-2008  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Princess  Jennifer  Chalfant  had  her  face 
on  the  giant  screen  at  the  Washington, 

DC  Verizon  Center  arena  in  front  of 
thousands  of  people  at  the  Second 
National  Pow-Wow.  The  event  took 
place  Aug.  9-11. 

The  18-year-old  daughter  of 
SPD  Officer  Jack  Chalfant  was  intro¬ 
ducing  herself  in  a  very  clear  and  con¬ 
fident  voice. 

“Hello!  I  am  Jennifer 
Chalfant,  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Princess  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,”  she  announced  holding  the 
microphone. 

She  said  it  was  an  awesome 
moment  to  hear  the  applause.  She  was 
on  the  performance  floor  surrounded 
by  the  royalty  of  many  Tribes.  They 
had  just  marched  into  the  arena  floor  in 
a  Grand  Entries  dance 

Many  Seminole  seniors  were 
sitting  under  the  huge  indoor  dome 
among  the  people  from  all  over  the 
U.S.,  and  foreign  visitors,  too.  There 
were  also  Florida  Seminole  4-H  mem¬ 
bers  and  leaders  in  the  audience.  It  just 
kind  of  turned  out  that  way.  It  was  just 
at  the  last  minute  that  Chalfant  was 
accepted  to  be  in  the  Pow-Wow  — 
many  did  not  know  she  would  be  there. 

According  to  Chalfant,  she 
didn’t  have  time  to  go  sightseeing  in 
the  nation’s  capital  because  she  was 
too  busy  performing  her  most  impor¬ 
tant  duty,  representing  the  Tribe.  She 
performed  two  Grand  Entries  a  day 
and  danced  during  the  inter-Tribal 
dances  for  three  days.  The  performers 
stay  at  the  arena  all  day,  each  day.  At 
least  they  stayed  at  a  lovely  downtown 
hotel.  Her  step  mother,  Denise 
Chalfant,  was  her  chaperone  for  the 
three  days. 

Chalfant  observed  there  were  a 
lot  more  people  there  than  she  expect¬ 
ed.  She  said  about  90  percent  of  the 
people  who  came  up  to  her  and  asked 
to  take  a  photo  said  they  were  so  proud  of  her  for  rep¬ 
resenting  Florida  and  the  Seminole  Tribe.  Most  of 
them  were  people  from  Florida,  she  recounted. 

She  said  she  really  appreciated  the  first  open¬ 
ing  ceremonies  that  honored  the  Indian  veterans,  and 
all  vets.  There  were  numerous  Color  Guards  present. 
Behind  the  vets  were  the  Kiowa  War  Mothers  and 
Chalfant  said  she  got  to  meet  one. 


“One  of  the  Kiowa  mothers  asked  me  to  take 
her  arm  and  walk  with  her  because  she  had  recently 
had  a  stroke  and  was  unsteady,”  she  said.  “And  so  I 
did.” 


Chalfant  said  she  really  enjoyed  being  with 
hundreds  of  dancers  on  the  arena  floor.  The  whole 
place  is  like  a  giant  indoor  stadium,  filled  with  fans 
who  love  Indian  culture. 

“I  got  to  talk  during  dances  with  some  of  the 
other  dancers  from  different  Tribes,”  said  Chalfant. 
“They  were  really  cool  people.  I  met  Miss  Lumbi  and 
a  grass  dancer.  I  think  my  favorite  dance  to  do  is 
Fancy  Shawl.” 

Chalfant  said  she 
enjoyed  numerous  aspects 
of  the  Pow-Wow,  with 
some  standing  out  more 
than  others. 

“It  actually 

opened  up  my  eyes  to  dif¬ 
ferent  cultures  and  let  me 
meet  people  from  other 
Tribes  and  Nations  and  to 
see  the  diversity  in  every¬ 
one,”  she  said. 

Chalfant 

expressed  it  was  a  great 
experience  and  a  chance 
to  leam  how  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  and  become  more  out¬ 
going.  She  wore  her 
beautiful  Seminole  tradi¬ 
tional  clothing,  especially 
those  pieces  made  by  her 
great-grandmother,  Alice 
Micco  Snow,  of  Brighton. 
Her  next  Pow-Wow 
appearance  was  at  Indian 
Country’s  largest  gather¬ 
ing,  the  Schemitzun  Pow- 
Wow  in  Connecticut,  on 
Aug.  24. 

“I  think  it  is  a  great  honor  to  be  a  Princess 
and  I  am  very  proud  to  represent  the  Tribe  and  tell 
people  about  our  heritage  and  culture,”  she  said. 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

While  attending  the  National  Pow-Wow,  Tribal  citizens  Louise  Osceola  (C)  and  Teresa  Jumper  (R) 
got  a  chance  to  meet  and  greet  John  Harrington  (Chickasaw  Nation),  the  first  Native  American  astro¬ 
naut  to  travel  to  outer  space.  Harrington  flew  aboard  the  space  shuttle  Endeavour  on  Nov.  23,  2002. 


6  August  31,  2007 

Grand  Opening  of  Osceola  Pizza  Parlor 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  — 

Culminating  three  years  of  planning 
and  hard  work,  the  Osceola  Pizza 
Parlor  and  Game  Room  officially 
opened  on  Aug.  1  in  Big  Cypress. 

Jacob  Osceola  Jr.  brought  a  family 
dream  to  reality  when  he  decided  to 
implement  his  father’s  original  plan  to 
convert  a  commercial  building  into  a 
business  opportunity  that  would  be  an 
asset  to  the  community. 

At  35  years  old,  this  young 
computer  whiz  and  video  arcade 
enthusiast,  has  carefully  assembled  the 
essentials  to  create  a  fun-filled  gather¬ 
ing  place  that  will  appeal  to  all  ages. 

Doing  most  of  the  work  himself, 

Osceola  remodeled  his  father’s  vacant 
metal  building  and  transformed  it  into 
a  state  of  the  art  pizza  parlor  and  game 
room. 

Stretching  his  funding  to  the 
limit,  Osceola  has  acquired  a  vast 
assortment  of  video  games  from  pri¬ 
vate  individuals,  auctions,  want  ads, 
surfing  the  internet  and  warehouses  for 
gaming  surplus.  Long  hours  have  gone 
into  rebuilding  and  reconditioning 
most  of  the  equipment  with  fantastic 
results.  Putting  his  inquisitive  mind  to 
work,  he  has  learned  the  complexities 
of  computer  boards,  programming  and 
wiring  schematics. 

While  accumulating  his 
inventory,  Osceola  said:  “I  have  tried 
to  find  a  wide  assortment  of  games  of 
different  skill  levels  as  well  as  timeless 
favorites,  such  as  Galaga  and  the  origi¬ 
nal  challenges  that  people  of  my  age 

grew  up  trying  to  master.  It  is  my  hope  _ 

to  be  able  to  provide  a  healthy,  safe 
atmosphere  for  the  youngsters  of  our  neighborhood, 
while  encouraging  their  learning  skills.  Video  games 
are  an  introduction  to  the  world  of  computers  and  pro¬ 
mote  hand/eye  coordination  and  dexterity.” 

The  walls  of  this  new  entertainment  center 


Jacob  Osceola  Jr.  said  that  although  Galaga  is  a  very 
still  a  favorite. 

are  lined  with  video  games,  pin  ball  machines  and 
child-oriented  games  of  chance.  Three  pool  tables 
occupy  the  center  of  the  playing  area.  Eighty  percent 
of  the  games  can  be  played  with  a  quarter,  while  only 


This  pizza  was  made  in  Jacob  Osceola  Jr.’s  state  of  the  art  kitchen. 


a  few  require  more.  A  change  machine  has  been 
installed  for  the  convenience  of  the  clientele. 

As  the  doors  officially  opened  for  business, 
Osceola  introduced  his  managing  assistant,  Kimberly 
Royal. 

“She  is  a  hard  worker,  bom  organizer  and  I 
must  admit  she  represents  the  force 
behind  the  scenes,”  he  said.  “She  has 
helped  me  pull  this  place  together  and 
we  make  a  good  team.” 

Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  David  Cypress, 
Administrative  Services  Director 
Carter  Clough  and  Project 
Coordinator  Julie  Rajzynger  were  on 
hand  to  welcome  the  first  patrons  to 
what  has  all  the  makings  of  a  commu¬ 
nity  hub. 

Taking  a  tour  of  the  state  of 
the  art  kitchen  facilities,  there  was  an 
opportunity  to  meet  Chef  Mike 
Williams  and  his  assistant  Jorge 
Fuentes  and  their  capable  staff.  The 
extensive  menu  includes  not  only  a 
variety  of  pizzas,  but  sandwiches  and 
salads  to  be  served  in  the  dining  room, 
game  room  booths  or  obtained  for 
take  out. 

Plasma  televisions  line  the 
Judy  weeks  walls  of  the  spacious  dining  area  offer- 
old  game,  it  is  ing  sports,  news  and  popular  movie 
selections.  A  great  deal  of  effort  has 
—  gone  into  creating  a  safe,  supervised 
environment  for  the  pleasure  of  community  members 
of  all  ages,  Tribal  employees  and  the  tourist  industry. 
If  the  first  day’s  lunch  crowd  is  any  indication  of  the 
future,  it  would  appear  there  is  a  success  upon  the 
horizon. 


The  luncheon  crowd  enjoyed  a  quick  game  of  pool  before  returning  to  their  jobs. 
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Signs  Now  Has  Moved 

Please  visit  our 
New  Expanded  Location 

ph:  954-967-6730 
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Congratulations  Senjipole  Tribe  of  Florida 


on  Your 


Years! 


The  FuturpHs  Bright 
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Susan  Etxebarria 

The  entire  4-H  Native  American  Youth  Group  with  their  leaders  and  parents  on  steps  of  the  National  4-H  Conference  Center. 


The  group  visiting  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  DC. 


4-H 


Continued  from  page  1 


talked  about  their  organizational,  econom¬ 
ic,  geographic  and  traditional  differences. 

Many  had  no  idea  about  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  cattle  indus- 


logistics,  accommodations  and  itinerary  for 


the  meeting.  The  52  Tribal  youth  and  lead¬ 
ers  stayed  in  dormitory  style  housing  at  the 
national  conference  center  located  in 
Chevy  Chase,  Md.,  just  six  miles  from 
downtown  DC. 

Participating  in  the  round  table 
exchanges  from  the  Seminole  4-H  were: 
Christian  and  Christopher  Alexander, 

Dylan  Chalfant,  Jacob  Cotton  and  Irina  and 
Breanna  Billie.  Parents  Kim  and  Robbie 
Chalfant  with  daughter  Chloe,  and  Kathy 
and  Charles  Alexander  were  also  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Group  leaders  Dionne  Smedley, 
Crystal  Burkette  and  Donnie 
Hayes  also  participated,  as  well 
as  Seminole  4-H  Extension 
Agent,  Michael  Bond  and  4-H 
Secretary  Lizina  Bowers. 

Kathy  Dugan,  another 
Cherokee  extension  director, 
said  the  gathering  gave  the  4-H 
youth  a  sense  of  empowerment 
and  leadership  experience. 

“It  got  them  out  of 
their  comfort  zone  to  see  what 
else  is  out  there  in  this  world 
for  them  to  do,”  she  said. 

Joe  Schaefer,  the  dis¬ 
trict  director  of  county  exten¬ 
sion  agents  in  South  Florida, 
was  also  present. 

“This  year  there  were 
a  lot  of  adults  involved  in  plan¬ 
ning  the  event  but  all  of  these 
youth  will  take  over  the  leader¬ 
ship,  planning  and  organization 
in  following  years,”  he  said. 

Schaefer  also  men¬ 
tioned  he  was  particularly 
impressed  with  all  the  sharing 
that  took  place  at  the  meetings 
so  the  youth  could  learn  from 
one  another.  There  was  a  ses¬ 
sion,  in  fact,  where  youth  from 
each  Tribe  and  their  leaders 


2007  Annual  Seminole  4-H  Show  made  by 
Seminole  Broadcasting.  The  Cherokee 
youth  were  surprised  that  the  Seminoles 
have  their  own  TV  station  and  said  they 
would  ask  their  Tribal  Council  if  they 
would  start  one. 

Seminole  youth  were  intrigued  by 
the  idea  of  creating  a  Youth  Council  like 
the  one  in  Cherokee,  N.C.  The  Cherokee 
Youth  Council  founders  and  officers  joined 
the  4-H  gathering  and  explained  their  mis¬ 
sion  to  start  recycling  projects  at  their 
reservation. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Seminole  Extension  Agent  Mike  Bond  presents  a  4- 
H  jacket  to  Cathan  Kress,  the  national  4-H  director. 


Cherokee  4-H  does  not  raise  live¬ 
stock  because  of  the  mountainous  region 
where  they  live.  They  are  working  on  cre¬ 
ating  a  native  seeds  and  garden  center. 
Their  4-H  Extension  Agent  Heather  James 
said  they  have  also  formed  an  entity  called 
Qualla  Financial  Freedom  that  teaches 
youth  financial  responsibility. 

The  geographic  location  of  the 
Muskogee  Creek  in  Oklahoma  was 
explained.  This  Tribe  does  not  have  reser¬ 
vations  but  the  members  are  scattered 
among  communities  in  10  different  coun¬ 
ties  of  the  state  and  their  residences  blend 
in  with  non-Tribal  society. 

The  Muskogee  Creek  Nation  4-H 
Coordinator  and  Oklahoma  State 
University  Extension  Agent 
Rick  Clovis  explained  that 
their  most  successful  4-H  proj¬ 
ect  is  raising  goats.  The 
Muscogee  Creek  youth  attend 
a  regional  4-H  show  and  sale, 
and  this  year  600  goats  were 
entered  from  all  the  clubs  in 
the  entire  region.  He  said  they 
also  do  water  rocketry  projects 
under  the  science  and  technol¬ 
ogy  programs  offered  by  4-H 
as  well  as  emphasize  public 
speaking. 

This  trip  was  primari¬ 
ly  social  and  educational  and 
included  exhilarating  once-in- 
a-lifetime  experiences  like  rid¬ 
ing  the  spooky  underground 
subway  system  that  took 
everyone  to  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American 
Indian. 

The  Seminole  youth 
participated  in  a  whirlwind 
schedule  of  meetings  and  field 
trips.  Immersed  in  the  tightly 
packed  business  district  of  his¬ 
toric  architecture,  including 
the  White  House  and  the  Capitol,  with 
crowded  streets  and  the  beehive  traffic,  the 
kids  and  chaperones  moved  along  with  the 
tons  of  tourists  streaming  into  the  various 
museums.  They  took  a  night  tour  by  bus  to 
the  famous  Lincoln  and  Jefferson 
Monuments  and  the  Vietnam,  Korean  and 
World  War  II  Memorials. 

Some  Seminole  youth  spent  then- 
free  time  at  the  National  Pow-Wow  taking 
place  at  the  Verizon  Center.  Others  spent 
time  at  the  Smithsonian  National  Air  and 
Space  Museum  or  the  National  Zoo.  But 
the  trip  wasn’t  all  play.  There  were  meet¬ 
ings  to  attend  as  well,  and  the  4-H’ers  lis¬ 
tened  to  impressive  speakers  who  dis¬ 
pensed  their  advice  and  motivation. 

Day  one,  Aug.  8,  was  a  travel  day, 
with  the  attendees  flying  from  Orlando  to 
the  immense  conference  center  where  they 
met  other  Tribal  4-H  youth  groups.  Later 
that  evening,  they  met  up  with  other  visit¬ 


ing  Tribal  youth  for  introductions,  games 
and  other  fun  icebreakers.  The  itinerary 
was  also  handed  out.  4-H  leaders  conferred 
while  the  kids  tripped  off  to  the  recreation 
room  to  play  pool,  air  hockey  and  video 
games. 

On  the  morning  of  day  two,  Aug. 
9,  the  youth  met  several  VIPs  in  the  4-H 
world.  These  professionals  who  head  up  4- 
H  worldwide  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  came  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  center  just  to  welcome  the  Native 
American  youth. 

Cathan  Kress,  the  4-H  national 
youth  development  director,  said  she  was 
impressed  with  the  first  Native  American 
4-H  gathering. 


Seminole  4-H  group  at  the  conference  center  with  Cathan  Kress  (C),  the  national  4-H  director. 


(L-R)  Erena  Billie,  Jacob  Cotton,  Breanna  Billie  and  Dionne  Smedley 
work  on  a  puzzle  at  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian. 


“We  are  excited  you  are  here  and 
would  like  to  see  more  of  your  delegations 
involved  on  the  national  level,”  she  said. 
The  youth  learned  from  her  that  there  are  7 
million  youngsters  in  4-H,  here  in  the  USA 
and  in  clubs  at  U.S.  military  installations 
worldwide. 

Another  speaker  was  Chickasaw 
Tribal  member  Janie  Simms  Hipp,  an  agri¬ 
cultural  attorney  at  the  USDA  and  National 
Program  Leader  who  originated  from 
Oklahoma.  She  worked  her  way  up 
through  college  and  then  law  school  on  her 
own.  It  was  a  tough  road. 

“Don’t  ever  be  ashamed  of  where 
you  are  from  because  that’s  going  to  take 
you  somewhere,”  she  said.  “Do  you  realize 
how  special  you  are?  Do  you  realize  how 
few  Native  American  youth  have  been  here 
at  the  4-H  National  Center?  How  few 
Native  American  youth  have  been  to 
Washington,  DC?” 

She  told  the  youth  she 
was  a  co-founder  with  Polly 
Hayes  of  Native  Women  in 
Agriculture  and  that  they  had 
talked  several  years  ago  about 
bringing  together  Native 
American  youth. 

Hipp  urged  the  youth  to 
consider  careers  in  agriculture 
and  talked  about  the  many  possi¬ 
bilities,  such  as  being  an  agricul¬ 
tural  economist,  agriculture  engi¬ 
neer,  animal  nutritionist,  botanist, 
plant  pathologist,  or  veterinarian, 
just  to  mention  a  few. 

“Most  farmers  and 
ranchers  are  57  years  old,”  she 
said.  “The  career  paths  are 
incredible.  We  need  you. 

Someone  has  to  carry  on  the  tra¬ 
ditional  work  of  agriculture.  We 
don’t  want  foreign  countries  to 
feed  us,  do  we?” 

Gifts  were  exchanged 
and  others  spoke  and  soon  the 
youth  were  on  the  road  for  anoth¬ 
er  meeting  in  downtown  DC. 
Once  there,  the  4-H  youth  visited 
the  swanky  law  offices  of  Native 
American  attorney  and  lobbyist 
Wilson  Pipestem,  a  partner  in 
Ietan  Consulting.  LLC. 

Pipestem  told  the  youth 
how  he  works  on  behalf  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  the  Eastern 
Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  to 
make  sure  the  federal  government 
abides  by  its  treaties.  He  fights 
for  the  rights  of  sovereignty.  He 
said  he  visits  many  elected  offi¬ 
cials  in  the  U.S.  government  to 
educate  them  about  Indian  issues 
and  to  persuade  them  to  vote 


favorably  on  these  issues.  He  said  his  firm 
has  helped  the  Seminole  Tribe  with  casino 
issues  and  the  Cherokee’s  reclaim  land  that 
belonged  to  them  by  treaty  rights. 

“The  federal  government  can  be 
difficult,  but  it  can  be  helpful,  too,”  said 
Pipestem.  “The  federal  government  broke 
every  treaty  it  made  with  Indians  and  so 
now  we  have  to  hold  their  feet  to  the  fire 
and  do  it  in  a  smart  way  and  understand 
how  to  show  the  Feds  that  Indian  rights  are 
lawful  and  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  honor 
their  promises.” 

The  children  had  many  questions 
for  Pipestem  who  also  volunteers  as  a 
board  member  of  National  Indian  Tribal 
Youth  (UNITY).  He  said  that  UNITY  tries 
to  encourage  youth  to 
form  youth  councils 
in  their  communities 
to  address  the  needs 
of  youth.  He  said  the 
youth  councils  always 
rate  drugs  and  alcohol 
as  the  biggest  threat 
to  Indian  youth. 

Pipestem 

also  shared  how  going 
to  college  created  the 
career  path  for  him  to 
become  a  lawyer.  He 
told  the  youth  to  be 
successful  as  a  lawyer 
or  a  lobbyist,  they 
must  be  able  to  write 
and  speak  persuasive¬ 
ly. 

“It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  educate  your¬ 
self  about  your  Tribe, 
your  culture  and  to 
know  how  your  Tribal 
government  works,” 
he  said.  “When  I  was 
a  kid  nothing  scared 
me  more  than  public 

speaking,”  he  said. 

Today  he  is  an  inspirational 
speaker  and  he  held  the  attention  of  the 
youth. 

His  wife,  Juanita  Pipestem,  also 
spoke  to  the  youth  about  her  position  as  an 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Tribal  Supreme 
Court  in  Cherokee. 

“You  are  the  ones  who  will  follow 
us,”  she  said.  “You  are  the  ones  who  will 
take  over  and  become  the  lawyers  and  lob¬ 
byists  for  Native  American  Tribes.  You  all 
have  a  role  to  play  and  big  shoes  to  fill.” 
Mrs.  Pipestem  said  too  many  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  directors  at  the  reservations  are  not 
Indians.  “We  need  to  be  in  control  of  our 
own  destiny.  So,  get  your  education 
because  nobody  can  do  it  better  than  Indian 
people  and  you  can  do  it.” 

American  University  Political 
Science  Professor  Jack  Soto 
(Cocopah/Navajo)  also  spoke.  It  is  his  job 
to  encourage  Native  American  youth  to 
apply  for  summer  and  yearlong  internships 
at  this  prestigious  university  located  in  DC. 
He  told  the  youth  there  are  many  opportu¬ 
nities  in  Washington,  DC  to  work  on 
Native  American  issues. 

“We  will  pay  your  tuition  and 
housing  while  you  work  on  topics  facing 
Indian  Country,”  said  Soto.  “It  takes  drive 
and  determination  but  you  will  leam  what 
you  can  do  to  make  good  policy  that  will 
help  Native  Americans.” 

On  days  three  and  four,  Aug.  1  ti¬ 
ll,  there  was  much  activity  and  more 
meetings,  but  mostly  touring.  The 
Seminole  youth  split  into  vans  with  parents 
and  chaperones  heading  out  in  different 
directions.  The  children  had  different  opin¬ 
ions  about  what  impressed  them  the  most. 

“We  had  a  lot  of  fun,”  said  Dylan 
Chalfant.  “We  found  out  there’s  a  lot  more 
to  4-H  than  just  steer  and  swine.  I  found 
out  that  Washington  DC  is  shaped  like  a 
diamond.  And  when  the  subway  got 
crowded  my  dad  said  they  don’t  even  pack 
cows  that  tight!” 

Erena  Billie  only  had  one  thing  to 
say  when  asked  what  she  thought  of  the 
four-day  event,  that  “it  was  very  good.” 

Parent  Kathy  Alexander  of  Big 
Cypress  said  the  sight  seeing  they  did  with 
the  4-H  youth  was  very  educational. 

“We  went  to  see  the  Arlington 
Cemetery  and  the  Pentagon,”  she  said.  “I 
think  Seminole  4-H  should  do  this  again 
next  year.” 

Polly  Hayes  summed  it  up: 

“Being  at  the  capital,  and  being  at  the 
national  4-H  center  as  well  as  meeting  and 
listening  to  national  speakers  and  officials 
on  the  capital  level  showed  the  kids  the 
great  opportunities  that  await  them  out 
there.” 
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Annual  Brighton  Youth  Conference  Focuses  on  ‘Respect’ 


Chris  Jenkins 

AIDS  educator  and  speaker  Lisa  Tiger  discusses  education  and  awareness  to 
the  conference  adults  in  attendance. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

ORLANDO  —  The  12th 
Annual  Brighton  Youth 
Conference  had  one  major  theme, 
but  served  multiple  purposes  July 
29-Aug.  3. 

In  its  first  year  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Hotel,  the  conference 
pushed  the  message  of  “Respect” 
this  year,  but  was  also  about  pro¬ 
moting,  encouraging,  educating, 
honoring  and  preparing  the  com¬ 
munity  for  life  as  well. 

Several  Brighton  depart¬ 
ments  came  out  to  sponsor  the 
event  including:  Fire-Rescue, 

Seminole  Police  Department, 

Family  Services,  Recreation, 

Culture  and  Language,  Education, 

Library,  Health  and  Community 
Care  for  the  Elderly. 

Topics  and  issues  dis¬ 
cussed  were:  financial  education, 

Seminole  culture  and  language, 
drug  and  alcohol  education,  fire 
safety,  the  Seminole  Charter 
School  and  crime  prevention  safe¬ 
ty,  to  name  a  few. 

Tribal  Council  in  atten¬ 
dance  throughout  the  week  includ¬ 
ed:  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  - 

Vice-Chairman  Richard  Bowers, 
Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger-Bowers 
and  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie. 

Guests  and  motivational  speakers 
included:  Chance  Rush  of  Cloudboy 
Consulting,  Lisa  Tiger,  an  AIDS  educator 
and  speaker,  and  Chris  Harris,  a  professional 
bareback  horse  championship  rider. 

The  July  30  highlight  was  the  annu¬ 
al  Incentive  Awards,  honoring  and  rewarding 
students  and  adults  reaching  their  goals  in 
education.  More  than  170  students  were  rec¬ 
ognized  for  their  accomplishments. 


The  second  graders  and  staff  members  at  the  conference. 


Seminole  Nation  because  that 
is  something  I  have  always 
wanted  to  focus  on,  which  is 
how  important  the  home  is 
with  the  school  and  this  was 
the  opportunity  to  do  it,”  Rush 
said. 

Tiger  is  no  stranger  to 
the  Tribe  either,  and  has  been  a 
speaker  for  several  years.  She 
has  lived  with  both  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS)  and  Parkinson’s  dis¬ 


according  to  Tiger-Bowers,  there  were  near-  e  since  1999.  she  has  won 
ly  twice  the  number  of  students  m  2007,  -  -  - 

compared  to  the  previous  year  who  main¬ 
tained  perfect  attendance  —  40  as  opposed 
to  24  in  2006. 

On  July  31,  Harris  spoke  to  teens 
and  adults  about  his  struggles  and  triumphs 
as  a  recovered  methadone  drug  addict. 

Among  his  many  words  of  encouragement 
and  inspiration  were:  “If  you  live  life  from 
your  heart  your  mind  automatically  knows 
the  course.” 

Aug.  1  featured  the  annual  talent 
show,  and  a  trip  to  Universal  Studios  capped 
off  the  activities  on  Aug.  2. 

Chance  Rush  travels  the  country 
and  performs  for  colleges,  schools,  and  at 
conferences  for  awareness,  communication, 
counseling  and  mentoring.  This  was  his  sec¬ 
ond  year  with  the  conference.  Some  of  the 
topics  and  subjects  he  discussed  included: 
identity  understanding,  community  involve¬ 
ment,  substance  abuse  and  violence  (Indian 
and  non-Indian)  among  other  issues. 

“This  has  been  a  really  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  build  a  relationship  with  the 


numerous  awards  for  her  work 
as  an  educator  and  has  been  a 
speaker  and  educator  to  youth 
and  groups  for  more  than  a 
decade. 

“Those  who  listen  are 
those  who  are  in  a  healthy 
place  to  do  so,”  Tiger  said. 

Her  motivation  as  a 
survivor,  advocate  and  speaker 
comes  from  her  own  painful 
and  tragic  youth.  She  says  the 
power  of  forgiveness  and  mov¬ 
ing  on  is  very  important. 

Brighton  Youth 
Coordinator  Salina  Dorgan  has 
served  on  the  youth  committee 
since  the  beginning  and  says 
the  “Respect”  theme  was 
emphasized  heavily  throughout 
the  week. 

“To  get  respect  you 
have  to  be  able  to  give  it,” 

Dorgan  said.  “Staying  focused  in  setting 

goals  and  moving  toward  them  as 
well  as  coming  back  and  being  an 
asset  to  the  Tribe  is  important.” 

Learning  and  carrying  in 
the  ways  and  culture  of  the 
Seminole  tradition  also  remained 
an  integral  focus  of  the  conference. 

“We’re  living  in  an  era 
where  our  young  people  through¬ 
out  the  country  are  being  raised  by 


Rumor  Juarez  sings  in  the  talent  show. 


the  media,  by  television  shows,  by  BET 
[Black  Entertainment  Television]  MTV 
[Music  Television]  or  whatever  else,  so  to 
still  maintain  who  you  are  is  important,” 
Rush  said.  “Respect  yourself  first,  show 
family  respect  and  community  respect  and 
when  you  show  those  three  things  then 
respect  for  the  society  and  the  world  will  be 
more  understandable  and  we  all  need  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  teach  that.” 


Tribal  citizen  and  poet  Amber  Craig  recites  a  poem 
titled  The  Lost  Ones,  about  Seminole  pride  and  tra¬ 
dition,  in  the  talent  show. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Danyelle  Boromei  performs  as  “Hannah  Montana”  Tribal  citizen  Vinson  P.  Osceola  teaches  wood  carving  to  ninth-12th  grade 
in  the  talent  show.  students  at  the  conference. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Motivational  speaker  Chance  Rush  plays  an  icebreaker  game  with  first  grade 
students. 


President  Richard  Bowers  is  joined  by  the  2007-2008  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
pageant  representatives. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Eighth  grader  Dalton  Bert  participates  in  class  activities  on  “Respect.” 


Chris  Jenkins 


Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  speaks  to  the  youth  and  parents  during  the 
Youth  Conference  opening  ceremonies. 
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Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  Open  House 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Pemayetv 
Emahakv,  the  first  Native  American 
Charter  School  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
opened  its  doors  to  greet  parents  and  stu¬ 
dents  at  an  Open  House  held  on  Aug.  16  at 
Brighton  Seminole  Reservation.  School 
officially  began  on  Aug.  20. 

The  school  will  provide  all  aca¬ 
demic  core  classes  as  required  by  the  state 
of  Florida  as  well  as  daily  classes  in 
Seminole  culture  and  language,  making  it  a 
“total  inclusion”  education  program. 

“I  am  very  excited;  I  love  it,”  said 
Education  Director  Louise  Gopher,  as  she 
inspected  classrooms. 

Teachers  posted  the  names  of  then- 
students  at  their  assigned  desks  where  they 
were  given  copies  of  their  classroom  cur¬ 
riculum  and  the  parent/student  handbook. 
There  was  a  special  gift  for  each  student,  a 
backpack  emblazoned  with  the  school’s 
logo  as  well  as  a  school  T-shirt. 

Teacher  Jennie  Shore  sat  in  the 
Creek  Language  and  Cultural  Education 
classroom  welcoming  families. 

“I  can’t  believe  we  have  our  own 
school  at  the  reserva¬ 
tion,”  she  said.  The 
hope  is  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  will  greatly 
increase  their  Creek 
language  skills  with 
daily  classes  instead 
of  once  a  week  as  in 
the  former  Pull  Out 
Program. 

Principal 

Russ  Brown  greeted 
parents  as  they 
approached  the 
information  tables 
set  outside  in  the 
large  entrance  plaza 
to  the  school. 

“The  origi¬ 
nal  plan  was  to  have 
one  classroom  for 
each  grade,”  he  said. 

“But,  due  to  the 
excitement  in  the 

Brighton  community  about  what  we  have 
to  offer,  the  student  population  has  grown 
from  120  to  149  students  as  of  today.” 

“We  are  making  room  because  we 
want  to  accommodate  all  the  children  of 
the  community  and  don’t  want  to  turn  any¬ 
one  away  so  now  we  have  two  classrooms 
instead  of  one  for  kindergarten  through 
fourth  grades,  and  we  are  bringing  in  a 
huge  portable  in  the  coming  weeks,”  he 
added.  “Until  then  the  cultural  arts  and 
crafts  room  and  the  library  will  serve  as 
classrooms.  The  library  and  cultural  crafts 
will  start  once  the  portable  is  ready  for  the 


added  classes.” 

Workers  were  still  painting,  plas¬ 
tering,  hanging  doors,  finishing  the  play¬ 
ground  and  landscaping  the  grounds  as  par¬ 
ents  toured. 

“They  have  been  working  night 
and  day  and  I 
think  parents  were 
concerned  about 
being  on  time  but 
we  are  ready  to 
start  school  even 
as  the  final  touch¬ 
es  are  put  in 
place,”  said 
Louise  Gopher. 

Also 

greeting  the  par¬ 
ents  at  the  Open 
House  was  Sandra 
Barker  from  the 
Mashantucket 
Pequot  Tribe  who 
was  selected  by 
the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  be  the 
Chief  Executive 


principal  and  the  Board  of  Directors,  a 
position  similar  to  that  of  a  school  district 
superintendent. 

Barker  talked  about  the  incredible 
opportunities  the  school  will 
provide  students  in  the  science 


Louise  Gopher  said  this  advanced 
technology  will  offer  educational  tools  that 
will  put  the  Seminole  students  far  ahead  of 
many  schools  in  the  state.  As  a  result,  the 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Students  (L-R,  1st  row)  Erik  and  Michael  Garcia, 
with  (L-R,  Back  row)  teacher  Lisa  Clements,  par¬ 
ent  Rita  McCabe  and  Principal  Russ  Brown. 


(L-r)  Student  Robert  Harris,  first  grade 
teacher  Lisa  Clements  and  Education 
Director  Louise  Gopher 


Students  Trista  Osceola  and  Donovan  Osceola  model 
their  new  school  backpacks 


v  Brighton  Charter  School 


Susan  Etxebarri 

Student  Mallorie  Thomas  (C),  with  (L-R)  parents 
Derick  Thomas  and  Amanda  Smith,  talking  to  lan¬ 
guage  teacher  Jennie  Shore  and  teacher’s  aide  Jade 
Braswell. 


Officer  of  Pemayetv  Emahakv,  Inc. 

Charter  Schools  must  be  formed 
as  a  corporation  with  a  Board  of  Trustees 
in  partnership  with  the  state  of  Florida. 
The  state  provides  some  of  the  school’s 
funding.  A  nonprofit  corporation, 
Pemayetv  Emahakv,  Inc.,  was  created  to 
govern  all  operations  of  the  Brighton 
Charter  School  in  August  2005. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  com¬ 
prised  of  members  of  the  Tribal  Council. 
Barker  reports  to  the  Board  in  regards  to 
all  business,  financial  and  educational 
decisions.  She  is  the  go-between  for  the 


and  technology  fields  due  to  implementing 
Apple  Computer’s  state-of-the-art  comput- 


new  teachers  are  very  enthusiastic. 

‘I  am  so  privileged  to  teach  here 


er  instruction  software  and  educational  pro-  and  the  opportunity  is  going  to  be  great,” 


grams.  It  is  so  sophisticated  and  advanced 
the  entire  staff  will  get  special  training 
from  Apple  instructors  in  the  weeks  to 
come. 

Starting  with  kindergarteners,  all 
grades  will  learn  computer  basics,  and 
much  more;  iPod  classes  in  podcasting  will 
be  taught  to  older  grades.  Podcasting  is  the 
ability  to  make  films  and  send  news  and 
other  information  over  the  internet  in  real 
time. 


said  Cynthia  Ringstaff,  first  grade  teacher. 
”1  have  never  been  able  to  start  in  a  new 
school  and  we  have  an  excellent  staff  here, 
I  am  grateful  to  be  working  with  so  many 
top-notch  teachers.” 

Applications  for  volunteer  substi¬ 
tute  teachers  and  a  sign  up  sheet  for  people 
willing  to  serve  on  a  parent  advisory  board 
were  at  the  tables.  Information  about  the 
daily  45  minute  physical  education  classes 
included  details  about  the  water  safe¬ 


ty/swimming  program.  There  was  a  sample 
of  the  school  menu  posted  in  the  cheerful¬ 
ly-decorated  cafeteria.  The  school  will 
offer  a  nutritious  breakfast  because  Louise 
Gopher  said  that  youngsters  too  often 
leave  home  without  one,  the  most 
important  meal  of  the  day. 

The  school  will  follow  the 
rules  of  the  Glades  County  school  sys¬ 
tem  and  will  operate  by  the  county’s 
calendar,  with  the  exception  of  two 
Indian  holidays.  Brighton  students 
have  traditionally  attended  public 
schools  in  Glades  and  Okeechobee 
counties.  The  school  will  use  the  sup¬ 
plemental  reading  program 
“Readright.”  Students  will  also  be 
required  to  take  the  FCAT  test  each 
year. 

The  birth  of  the  Charter 
School  came  from  the  success  of  the 
Pull-Out  Program  at  Brighton.  All  of 
the  Seminole  children  attending  public 
elementary  schools  in  Okeechobee  and 
Etxebarria  Moore  Haven,  Fla.  were  allowed  to 

remain  on  the  reservation  every  Friday 
to  attend  a  Tribally-run  cultural 
school. 

The  popular¬ 
ity  of  the  one  day  a 
week  school  led  the 
community  to  take 
the  next  step  of  estab¬ 
lishing  the  Charter 
School  where  stu¬ 
dents  are  provided 
daily  cultural  and  lan¬ 
guage  teachings. 
Charter  School 
Associates,  Inc.  of 
Coral  Springs,  Fla. 
was  selected  as  the 
consulting  firm  to 
assist  the  Seminole 
Tribe  in  establishing 
the  Charter  School. 

On  July  18, 
2005,  the  Tribal 
Council  passed  a  res- 

_  olution  approving  the 

establishment  of  the 
Charter  School  at  the  Brighton 
Reservation.  The  Charter  Agreement  with 
Glades  County  was  approved  by  Glades 
County  School  Board  on  Dec.  8,  2005. 

Principal  Brown  stated  that  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Pemayetv  Emahakv, 
Inc.  has  made  certain  the  school  has 
everything  it  needs  to  be  the  best  educa¬ 
tional  institution  with  the  highest  achiev¬ 
ing  students  in  the  state  of  Florida. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Brighton  Charter  School,  please  see 
www.pemayetvemahakv.com. 


November  15, 200?  - 
June  i.  2008 
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Judy  Weeks 

Rosalinda  Torres  oversees  a  game  of  Up  Words,  as  the  players  wait  for  Diana  Rocha  to  check  a  spelling. 


Scrabble  Tournament  Kicks  off  School  Year 


Mark  Jock  (L)  carefully  monitors  a  tense  game  as  the 
players  struggle  to  use  some  very  difficult  words. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  As  a  very  busy  sum¬ 
mer  vacation  drew  to  a  close,  the  Diane 
Yzaguirre  Memorial  Library  was  inundated  with 
requests  for  a  Scrabble  Tournament.  This  very 
popular  literary  pass  time  draws  competitors 
from  all  age  groups  and  is  an  excellent  mental 
exercise. 

Librarian  Cris  Marrero  agreed  that  this 
would  be  a  good  way  to  get  back  into  the  educa¬ 
tion  groove  for  the  up  coming  school  session. 
Enlisting  the  support  of  the  Recreation 
Department,  a  tournament  was  scheduled  for 
Aug.  15. 

Tables  were  set  up  with  game  boards 
appropriate  for  each  age  group  and  Cris  Marrero 
was  joined  by  Library  and  Education  Department 
staff  members  who  gave  supervision  and  techni¬ 
cal  support.  Keeping  a  dictionary  close  at  hand, 
Diana  Rocha,  Alicia  Gamez,  Rosalinda  Torres 
and  Noemi  Escobar  kept  a  close  eye  on  the 
games,  mediating  each  challenge  and  tabulating 
final  scores. 

Beginning  with  Junior  Scrabble  and 
Up  Words  for  the  younger  group,  they  progressed 
to  more  challenging  Scrabble  contests  for  the 
middle  school,  high  school  and  adult  partici¬ 
pants.  A  thoughtful  hush  descended  upon  the 
room  as  players  contemplated  their  next  move. 
This  would  suddenly  be  interrupted  by  cheerful 
laughter  at  some  of  the  bizarre  words  that  were 
concocted  from  the  choice  of  lettered  tiles. 

Whether  forming  difficult  words  or 
attempting  to  create  their  own  vocabulary,  the 
group  had  a  fantastic  time  and  the  mental  stimu- 
—  lation  was  very  rewarding. 

As  the  tournament  progressed,  the  participants  took  a  short  break  to  enjoy  the  buffet  prepared  by  the 
Immokalee  Culture  Department  under  the  direction  of  Amy  Clay.  Featuring  traditional  favorites,  it  drew  a 
grateful  crowd  of  hungry  word  warriors. 

Tournament  results  were  as  follows: 

Junior  Scrabble,  Table  1:1.  Jay  Arizmendi  Jr.,  2.  Kazmir  Mora;  Table  2:  1.  James  Mora,  2.  Priscilla 
Alvarado,  3.  Dayland  Osceola;  Table  3:1.  Bradley  Scheffler,  2.  Caniah  Aguilar,  3.  Shyanna  Escobar. 

Up  Words,  Table  1:  1.  Alexis  Aguilar,  2.  Damian  Escobar,  3.  Nehi  Aguilar,  4.  Cartaya  Billie;  Table  2:  1. 
Dennis  Gonzales  Jr.;  2.  Jonah  Alvarado,  3.  Destinee  Jimmie,  4.  Jon  Jimmie;  Table  3:  1.  Eliza  Mora,  2.  Jillian 
Rodriguez,  3.  Aaliyah  Mora,  4.  Alycia  Mora. 

Scrabble,  Table  1:1.  Larissa  Delarosa,  2.  Ellyse  Frank,  3.  Joelli  Frank,  4.  Tommie  Cidertree;  Table  2: 

1.  Julissa  Arreguin,  2.  Lily  Mora,  3.  Christopher  Briscoll,  4.  Aaron  Alvarado;  Table  3:1.  Ashley  Faz,  2.  Jade 
Tapia,  3.  Esierra  Frank,  4.  Alexis  Jimmie;  Table  4:  1.  Alexis  Garcia,  2.  Kenny  Joe  Davis  Jr.,  3.  Jack 
Tahchawwickah,  4.  Abbey  Torres;  Table  5:  1.  Cassandra  Jimmie,  2.  Jordan  Rodriguez,  3.  Cheyenne  Mclnturff, 

4.  Spencer  Jock;  Table  6:  1.  Christian  Benson,  2.  Michael  Allen  Venzor,  3.  Allen  Hernandez,  4.  Frankie 

Marrero. 

Senior  Scrabble, 

Table  1:1.  Cecilia  Pequeno,  2. 
Vanessa  Aguilar,  3.  Maxine 
Perez,  4.  Sylvia  Marrero; 

Table  2:  1.  Noemi  (Moya) 
Escobar,  2.  Mark  Arriaga,  3. 
Rosalinda  Torres,  4.  Ralph 
Escobar;  Table  3:1.  Jay 
Arizmendi,  2.  Jennifer  Ramos, 
3.  Alicia  Gamez,  4.  Angie 
Arreguin;  Table  4:  1.  Juanita 
Martinez,  2.  Susan  Davis,  3. 
Dennis  Gonzales,  4.  Walter 
Campbell;  Table  5:  1. 
Raymond  Mora,  2.  Elsa 
Zamora,  3.  Mark  Jock,  4. 
MoleanaMora;  Table  6:  1. 

Cris  Marrero,  2.  Diana  Rocha, 
3.  Becky  Martinez,  4.  Amy 
Clay. 

Top  Scores:  Jr. 
Scrabble:  James  Mora; 

Judy  weeks  Up  Words:  Alexis  Aguilar; 
Scrabble  players  are  deep  in  concentration  until  Susan  Davis  (L)  begins  to  Senior  Scrabble:  Cecilia 
chuckle  at  a  possible  word  selection.  Pequeno. 


Tutoring  on  all  Reservations! 

Tlie  Education  Department  would  like  to 
encourage  ail  Tribat  parent* and  student* 
to  tAte  advantage  of  mir  tutoring  program, 

We  now  offer  fire  hour*  a  wee*  of 
prirau  tutoring  for  all  stud  onto 
needing  help  in  any  academic  subject. 

We  can  also  provide  assistance  for  all 
students  preparing  for  the  5AT  and  ACT, 

P!s*w  cflntKt  Julitw  Ccfefl.  Trt(*  Cewilnrtw 
*j954)9&9-6fl40,  Ext  10542  nit kitr, 
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Students  Attend  Back  to  School  Bash 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  “Let  the  fun 
begin  before  school  is  in!”  was  the 
theme  for  the  Back  to  School  Bash. 
Members  of  the  Immokalee  Community 
of  all  ages  flooded  the  Gym  on  Aug.  17 
to  participate  in  the  end  of  the  summer 
activities.  The  interior  had  been  attrac¬ 
tively  decorated  in  the  Tribal  colors  of 
red,  yellow,  black  and  white  for  the 
occasion  with  matching  table  center- 
pieces. 

Sponsored  as  an  interdepart¬ 
mental  event,  the  Education  and  Library 
Departments  were  joined  by  Recreation, 
Fitness,  Health,  Housing,  Immokalee 
Seminole  Youth  &  Livestock  Ranch 
(ISY&LR),  Parent  Advisory  Committee 
(PAC)  and  the  Immokalee  Council  and 
Board  Liaisons,  to  sponsor  the  event. 
With  this  many  helping  hands,  all  work¬ 
ing  together  for  a  common  cause,  the 
success  of  the  occasion  was  no  surprise. 

“Catch  Your  Dreams  Through 
Education”  was  the  slogan  adopted  by 
the  Education  Department.  Depicted  on 
a  large  poster  with  a  dream  catcher,  it  set 
the  mood  for  the  day  and  was  exempli¬ 
fied  by  the  dream  catcher  key  rings  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  participants. 

Kenny  Joe  Davis  and  Gabriel 
Acosta  of  the  ISY&LR  provided  the 
background  music  and  emcee.  Each  of 
the  youngsters  received  a  raffle  ticket, 
which  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  drawings  for  the  numerous 
door  prizes  and  gift  cards  that  were  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  day. 

A  balloon  artist  created  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  animals,  hats  and  extraordinary 
shapes  to  the  delight  of  the  smaller  chil¬ 
dren. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Cartaya  Billie  and  Caniah  Aguilar  show  off  their  face 
painting  art. 


Two  lines  formed  as  expectant  little  faces 
waited  for  the  face  painting  artists  to  work  their 
magic,  turning  out  cartoon  characters,  princesses,  but¬ 
terflies  and  monsters  galore.  Meanwhile,  a  tat¬ 
too  artist  airbrushed  images  on  the  arms  and 
legs  of  her  clients,  who  selected  their  unique 
favorites  from  a  vast  collection. 

An  extremely  talented  caricature 
artist  was  surrounded  throughout  the  day 
she  skillfully  captured  the  images  of  her  sub¬ 
jects  on  a  blank  sheet  of  paper  with  charcoal 
and  ink.  Although  the  waiting  line  was  long, 
everyone  agreed  that  it  was  worth  the  effort 
and  parents  cherished  the  results. 

Tracey  DelaRosa  from  the  Fitness 
Department  had  assembled  an  assortment  of 
photographs  taken  throughout  the  summer  dur¬ 
ing  Recreation  field  trips,  Youth  Ranch  activi¬ 
ties,  vacation  adventures  and  Camp  Kulaqua. 
Transferring  these  to  the  large  screen,  the 
youngsters  and  their  parents  relived  a  fun 
filled  summer  of  water  parks,  a  roller  rink,  a 
karate  studio,  bumper  cars,  a  bowling  alley 
and  horseback  riding  to  name  just  a  few  of 
their  outings.  Of  course,  the  week  at  Camp 
Kulaqua  was  the  jewel  in  the  crown. 

Education  Intervention  Specialist 
Diana  Rocha  completed  the  PowerPoint  pres¬ 
entation  by  inserting  some  very  helpful  back 
to  school  tips  accompanied  by  the  school  bus 
song.  Intrigued,  the  children  joined  in  and 
sang  “The  Wheels  on  the  Bus  Go  Round  and 
Round.” 

The  Dental  Division  of  the  Seminole 
Health  Department  provided  each  student  with 
a  well  stocked  kit  including  everything  neces¬ 
sary  for  good  dental  hygiene.  Immokalee 
Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  each  child  to  receive  a  shoe  voucher 
to  be  redeemed  at  the  Footlocker  in  preparation  for 
their  return  to  school. 

She  said:  “This  is  my  way  of  thanking  the 


parents  for  supporting  their 
children,  who  are  our 
future.”  Both  parents  and 
children  showed  their 
appreciation  with  a  round 
of  applause. 

Vanessa  Aguilar 
conducted  the  Battle  of  the 
Dance  in  which  several 
young  people  participated, 
displaying  their  talents. 
With  each  one  excelling  in 
a  different  genre,  it  was  a 
tough  judgment  call  when 
announcing  the  winners. 
Larissa  DelaRosa,  Nicki 
Davis  and  Bonnie  Davis 
received  the  laurels. 

Louise  Motlow 
offered  the  blessing  prior  to 
the  serving  of  a  wonderful 
buffet.  Dessert  included 
two  huge  chocolate  chip 
cookies  carrying  the  slo¬ 
gans  “Education  is  the  Key 
to  Success”  and  “Back  to 
School  Bash  2007.” 

Gathering  the  chil¬ 
dren  together  in  a  circle  on  the  floor,  Rocha  inquired, 
“What  would  you  like  to  be  when  you  grow  up?” 
There  was  a  wide  range  of  answers  that  included 


school  teachers,  doctors,  lawyers,  race  car  drivers,  ball 
players  and  movie  stars. 

Rocha  responded: 
“The  good  news  is  that 
you  all  have  a  chance  to 
achieve  your  dreams,  if 
you  take  advantage  of 
your  education  opportuni¬ 
ties.  Your  parents  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  are  part¬ 
ners  with  you  in  building 
your  future.  Together  you 
form  an  unbeatable  team 
that  is  filled  with  success.” 

The  Library,  PAC 
and  Education 
Departments,  represented 
by  Diana  Rocha,  Cris 
Marrero,  Alicia  Gamez, 
Rosalinda  Torres  and 
Vanessa  Aguilar,  presented 
each  student  with  a  back¬ 
pack,  handsomely  embroi¬ 
dered  dream  catcher  book 
bag  and  visor  displaying 
the  event  slogan.  Each 
backpack  had  been  gener¬ 
ously  stocked  with  school 
supplies  by  the  PAC. 
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Hollywood  Back  to  School  Bash 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

The  Back  to  School  Blast  Party 
began  at  6  p.m.  on  a  warm  and 
pleasant  day  that  was  winding 
down  toward  night.  Upon 
entering  the  Hollywood 
Seminole  Gymnasium  on  Aug. 
17,  one  was  presented  with 
quite  the  celebratory  mood, 
colorful  and  inviting,  cordial 
and  agreeable. 

Six  long  tables  had 
been  arranged  for  the  children 
with  multi-colored  tablecloths 
and  balloons  of  various  colors: 
black,  yellow,  red  and  white. 
One  could  immediately  take  in 
the  reverberating  beats  and 
jams  skillfully  spun  by  Tribal 
citizen  and  DJ,  Zach  Battiest. 

Moses  “Big  Shot” 
Jumper  Jr.,  director  of  the 
Recreation  Department,  gave 
the  introduction  and  invocation 
before  the  groups  of  students 
lined  up  and  were  served  a 
hearty  meal  and  cake  catered 
by  Boston  Market. 

“Enjoy  yourselves,” 
urged  Jumper  Jr.  as  the 
youngsters  prepared  to  eat. 
“Have  a  good  time  tonight.” 

Patricia  Robinson,  the 
Youth  Center  supervisor  and 
principal  organizer  for  the 
event,  explained  its  purpose. 

“This  is  a  ‘Back  to 
School  Blast  Party’  that  we 
have  every  year,”  said 
Robinson.  “It  gives  the  kids  a 
chance  to  have  a  good  time 


STUCK  ON  SCHOOL:  Kids  leap  and  stick  to  the  Velcro®  wall. 


before  they  have  to  go  back 
to  school.  I  also  give  out 
gift  bags  with  note  pads, 
coloring  books,  pencils, 
candy  ...  All  kinds  of 
goodies  for  back  to  school.” 
Robinson 

acknowledged  she  was 
competently  assisted  by  her 
staff:  Cassandra  Jones  and 
Barbara  DeCarlo.  She  also 
said  that  “Celebration,”  an 
entertainment  company, 
provided  clowns,  a  Toy 
Story  bounce  house,  the 
“Laser  Quest”  and  small 
mechanical  bull.  Also 
lending  a  hand  in  the  event 
was  Marl  Osceola,  assistant 
Elgin  Jumper  recreati0n  director. 

At  this  table,  students  picked  out  which  type  of  airbrush  tattoo  they  want. 
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A  Who’s  Who  in  Native  American  Leadership 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

A  single  review  cannot  do  justice  to  this 
new  double  volume  of  modem  Native  American 
history  by  Dr.  Dean  Chavers.  The  table  of  contents 
outlines  the  wide  array  of  topics  covered  in  the 
book,  from  war  leaders  to  religious  leaders  to  sports 
leaders,  which  helps  readers  understand  the  dedica¬ 
tion  and  research  that  went  into  this  amazing  work. 

Eighty-seven  Native  American  men  and 
women,  from  all  Tribes,  backgrounds  and  educa¬ 
tional  levels,  are  presented  in  well-deserved  tributes 


to  their  achievements.  These  heroes  and  heroines  all 
lived  in  the  20th  century.  Some  prospered  and  oth¬ 
ers  struggled  without  reward  or  recognition,  focus¬ 
ing  only  on  their  goals  and  commitment  to  their 
people. 

In  order  to  grasp  and  retain  all  the  wonder¬ 
ful  details  of  the  educators,  leaders,  entrepreneurs, 
professionals,  athletes,  intellectuals,  writers,  artists, 
performers  and  healers  that  Dr.  Chavers  has  given 
us  in  two  cloth-bound  volumes,  one  must  pick  up 
these  books  again  and  again.  Native  American 
Indian  Leaders:  Their  Lives  and  Their  Work 
( Volumes  I  and  IT)  should  be  in  every  American 
school  and  home,  and  most  certainly  in  every 
library  for  reference  purposes  and  solely  for  the  joy 
of  reading. 

Dr.  Chavers  opens  by  writing  how  history, 
since  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  changed  the  way 
the  First  Nations  lived.  Structured  societies,  tradi¬ 
tions,  laws  and  culture  were  trampled  in  the  stam¬ 
pede  for  land  and  resources.  The  comeback  has 
been  long  and  painful,  impacted  by  racism,  hostile 
law  enforcement  and  legislation  designed  to 
oppress  and  control. 

One  example  is  termination,  “the  unilateral 
ending  of  the  provisions  made  in  treaties  between  a 
Tribe  and  the  United  States.”  It  was  a  means  to 
exploit  the  resources  on  Indian  land  and  to  take  the 
land  itself.  Such  a  policy  forced  members  of  a 
reservation  community,  who  were  unskilled  and 
unprepared,  into  mainstream  life.  For  many  people, 
this  resulted  in  homelessness,  starvation  and  death. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  whose  man¬ 
date  was  to  protect  Native  people  and  their  rights, 
was  often  the  instigator  of  such  programs.  The 
egregious  termination  policy  unofficially  ended 
with  the  Kennedy  administration  in  1961  and  was 
not  formally  removed  from  the  books  until  1988. 


Another  blatant  abuse  of  power  resulted  in 
a  class  action  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  government 
in  1996.  In  Cobell  v.  Norton  (named  after  then- 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Gale  Norton),  500,000 
Native  Americans  demanded  an  accounting  of  trust 
fund  monies  misappropriated  for  more  than  a  centu¬ 
ry.  Almost  20  years  earlier,  Elouise  Cobell,  the 
Blackfeet  Tribal  treasurer,  began  to  exam  the  books 
and  discovered  a  centuries-old  practice  of  diverting 
Tribal  money  to  off-reservation,  non-Native  proj¬ 
ects. 

The  case  took  years  to 
get  to  court,  and  then  was  torpe¬ 
doed  by  another  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Bruce  Babbit.  Readers 
can  learn  about  the  feisty  and 
steadfast  Cobell  in  Defender  of 
Indian  Trust  Funds  on  page  467 
of  Volume  II. 

Dr.  Chavers  points  out 
other  laws  and  practices  designed 
to  keep  Native  American  people 
poor,  unemployed,  under-educat¬ 
ed  and  unhealthy.  He  also  notes 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Native 
American  people  refuses  to  be 
extinguished  and  that  leaders  and 
role  models  have  emerged  again 
and  again  to  show  the  way  out  of 
the  darkness. 

Among  those  named  in 
these  volumes  is  author  Vine 
Deloria  Jr.  (Dakota),  whose  trail- 
blazing  in  education,  sports,  poli¬ 
tics  and  writing,  helped  change 
the  way  white  America  views 
First  Peoples,  and  indeed,  how 
the  First  People  view  themselves. 
Deloria,  by  providing  a  role 
model,  inspired  others  to  do  what 
was  necessary  to  get  an  educa¬ 
tion  and  make  a  difference. 

Other  recognizable  writ¬ 
ers  include  cerebral  novelist 
Louise  Erdrich,  pop  culture  icon 
Sherman  Alexie  and  Pulitzer 
Prize  winner  M.  Scott  Momaday. 

Native  American  Indian 
Leaders:  Their  Lives  and  Their 
Work  (Volumes  I  &  II)  should  be 
made  available  to  all  Native 

youth  and  their  mentors.  It 
vibrates  with  inspiration  and 
hope.  By  knowing  who  went 
before  and  what  they  accom¬ 
plished,  today’s  youth  can  boast 
that  they  indeed  have  heroes  who 
wear  business  suits,  baseball  uni¬ 
forms  or  use  stethoscopes.  They 
will  know  they  can  do  anything 
they  want  to  do  and  surely  make 
their  dreams  come  true. 

The  author,  Dr.  Dean  Chavers,  is  the 
Director  of  Catching  the  Dream,  formerly  known  as 
the  Native  American  Scholarship  fund.  He  earned  a 
B.A.  from  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
and  two  M.A.  degrees  and  a  Ph.D.  from  Stanford 
University.  Dr.  Chavers  has  written  and  edited  more 
than  20  books,  including  The  National  Indian  Grant 
Directory,  How  to  Write  Winning  Proposals,  and 
Exemplary  Programs  in  Indian  Education.  He  is  the 
former  president  of  Bacone  College.  Today  he 
writes  for  several  newspapers  in  Indian  Country, 
including  The  Seminole  Tribune. 
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Title:  Native  American  Indian  Leaders: 
Their  Lives  and  Their  Work  (Volumes  I  and  II) 
Author:  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 
Pages:  792  (40  Black  and  White  illustrations) 
ISBN  (Vol.  I):  10:  0-7734-5408-X 
ISBN  (Vol.  II):  13:  978-0-7734-5408-8 
Published:  2007 
USA  List  Price:  $159.95 


Indigenous  Motivations: 
Recent  Acquisitions  from 
the  National  Museum  of 
the  American  Indian 

80  pages;  90  color  photographs;  8.5  X  11  inches 
ISBN-13:  978-1-933565-03-3  (Softcover) 

$15.96  (NMAI  Members) 

$17.96  (Smithsonian  Members) 

$19.95  (Non-Members) 

Since  its  inception  in  1989,  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian  has  added 
important  contemporary  native  art  and  objects  to 
its  collections,  crossing  all  genres.  This  book 
pays  tribute  to  the  history  and  achievements  of 
native  artists  through  short  essays  by  current  and 
former  museum  curators  and  more  than  80 
never-before-published  photographs  convey  the 
beauty  and  vitality  of  the  newest  treasures  in  the 
museum’s  stellar  collections. 
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Young  Ladies  Spend  A  Day  at  the  Spa 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Members  of  the  Health, 
Education  and  Fitness  Departments  joined  several  par¬ 
ents  in  creating  a  special  day  for  the  young  ladies  of 
the  Immokalee  Reservation.  Meeting  in  the  Gym  on 
Aug.  16,  the  youngsters  were  treated  to  a  glamorous 
Day  at  the  Spa. 

Nutritionist 
and  Health 
Representative 
Charlotte  Porcaro 
began  the  program 
with  a  discussion 
about  the  benefits  of 
exercise  and  a  healthy 
diet  to  promote  a  ben¬ 
eficial  lifestyle.  While 
the  very  young 
learned  about  dental 
care,  Porcaro  made  a 
special  presentation 
to  the  9  year  old  and 
older  group  concern¬ 
ing  puberty  and  per¬ 
sonal  hygiene. 
Covering  the  basics 
in  a  very  tactful  and 
informative  manner, 
she  educated  the 
young  ladies  on  some 
very  worthwhile  top¬ 
ics. 

Judy  weeks  Breaking  up 

Alicia  Mora  gets  braids.  into  small  groups,  the 


Judy  Weeks 

Amy  Yzaguirre  prepares  to  create  a  new  look  for 
Joelli  Frank. 


Judy  Weeks 

Lily  Mora  adds  a  red  bow  to  Alexis  Jimmie’s  new  hair  style. 


very  attractive  new  hairstyles 
that  enhanced  their  current  hair 
length  and  colors.  There  were 
bouncy  page  boys,  high  piled 
curls,  straightened  locks  and 
intricately  braided  coiffures. 
Barrettes,  bows  and  hair  jewelry 
were  applied  in  moderation  to 
complete  a  pleasing  appearance. 
The  end  results  were  beautiful 
and  the  recipients  were  ecstatic. 

Tracey  DelaRosa  of  the 
Fitness  Department  talked  about 
the  benefits  of  a  good  exercise 
program  and  treated  each  of  the 
participants  to  a  pair  of  pink  and 
white  slippers.  Charlotte  Porcaro 
provided  a  very  healthy  lunch¬ 
eon  of  nutritious  fruits,  vegeta¬ 
bles  and  finger  sandwiches, 
which  complemented  her  previ¬ 
ous  presentation. 


girls  visited  the  numerous  tables 
around  the  room  where  they  were 
instructed  in  the  proper  use  of  skin 
care  products  and  appropriate  make  up. 
Many  were  surprised  to  learn  that  a  lit¬ 
tle  dab  here  and  a  little  dab  there  go  a 
long  way  toward  enhancing  beauty 
without  hiding  their  true  features. 
Modest  application  of  tastefully  select¬ 
ed  colors  and  beauty  aids,  transformed 
these  young  ladies  into  princesses. 

Manicures  and  pedicures 
stressed  cleanliness  and  proper  prepa¬ 
ration  prior  to  the  trimming  and  shap¬ 
ing  of  the  nails.  Using  a  wide  selection 
of  colors,  textures  and  finishes,  the 
demonstrators  created  some  very 
unique  nail  decor. 

It  took  a  multitude  of  volun¬ 
teers  to  administer  the  hair  dressing 
portion  of  the  presentation.  Beginning 
with  tips  on  shampooing  and  condi¬ 
tioning,  the  girls  were  treated  to  some 


Judy  Weeks 

Shyanna  Escobar  is  all  smiles  as  Diana  Rocha  paints  her  nails. 


Important  Info  About  Head  Lice 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

School  is  back  in  session  and  one  thing  on 
every  parent’s  mind  is  preventing  the  dreaded  head 
lice  infestation.  Education  about  head  lice  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  towards  preventing  future  infestations.  Here 
are  some  interesting  facts  about  head  lice  that  you 
may  not  know.  This  information  will  keep  you 
informed  as  well  as  protect  your  fami¬ 
ly,  your  community  and  yourself  in 
case  you  come  in  contact  with  head 
lice. 

Head  lice  do  not  come  from 
the  air  or  ground  and  do  not  jump  or 
fly.  They  come  from  other  head  lice. 

Head  lice  are  primarily  con¬ 
tracted  from  head  to  head  contact  with 
an  infested  person  but  may  also  come 
from  sharing  hats,  hair  brushes, 
combs,  hair  accessories,  pillows  and 
headrests. 

It  is  important  to  remember 
that  pets  do  not  transmit  head  lice  to 
humans. 

Nits  (lice  eggs)  are  oval 
shaped.  They  are  attached  to  one  side 
of  a  hair  shaft  at  an  angle.  They  are 
typically  white  to  light  gray  in  color 
and  are  not  easily  removed.  If  it  crum¬ 
bles  in  your  fingers,  it  is  probably  not 
a  nit. 

A  louse  (lice)  is  a  reddish  brown  parasite  and 
is  wingless. 

A  louse  can  exist  off  of  a  human  head  for  up 
to  24  hours  but  will  survive  on  a  head  for  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  if  untreated. 

If  you  have  been  exposed  to  pediculosis  or 
head  lice  and  become  infested,  the  following  steps  are 
essential  to  their  successful  eradication. 

All  lice  killing  products  are  pesticides  and 
must  be  handled  with  caution.  If  you  choose  an  over 
the  counter  product,  be  sure  to  carefully  read  and  fol¬ 
low  the  directions  on  the  package. 

Consult  a  physician  or  pharmacist  before 
using  an  over  the  counter  product  if  you  are  pregnant, 
nursing,  have  allergies,  asthma,  epilepsy,  pre-existing 
medical  conditions  or  are  treating  lice/nits  in  the  eye¬ 
brows  or  eyelashes.  Never  use  pesticides  on  or  near 
the  eyes. 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention  warn  that  lice  sprays  can  be  dangerous  to 


children  and  small  pets.  Vacuuming  is  the  safest  way 
to  remove  lice  or  fallen  hairs  containing  nits  from  fur¬ 
niture,  rugs,  car  seats  and  stuffed  animals. 

Manual  removal  is  a  necessary  part  of  any 
lice  treatment.  No  comb  alone  will  get  rid  of  the  head 
lice.  Special  combs  for  lice  removal  are  made  with 
extra  tight  teeth  to  force  the  nit  off  the  hair  shaft. 

Inform  your  child’s  school, 
daycare,  camp  and  neighborhood  par¬ 
ents  once  you  discover  head  lice. 
Checking  for  head  lice  on  a  regular 
basis  is  the  best  way  to  protect  your 
family  and  community. 

Lice  can  be  difficult  to  detect 
in  poor  lighting.  Try  to  use  a  well  lit 
area  or  direct  sunlight  to  perform  head 
checks.  Remember,  head  scratching  is 
a  classic  sign  of  an  infestation. 

Wash  bedding  and  recently 
worn  clothing  in  hot  water  and  dry 
completely  in  a  dryer.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  combs  and  brushes  be 
soaked  in  hot  water,  not  boiling  water, 
for  ten  minutes. 

Some  keys  to  avoiding  head 
lice  are  screening,  detection,  removal 
and  prevention.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  head  lice  are  equal 
opportunity  parasites.  Even  if  you  have 
great  hygiene  practices  in  your  home,  your  child  is 
still  susceptible  to  head  lice.  Practice  the  No  Sharing 
policy  with  your  children.  Remember  the  items  we 
cannot  share  are  hats,  caps,  combs,  brushes,  hair 
accessories,  pillows  and  headrests.  Practice  this  rule 
and  help  to  stay  lice- free. 

For  more  information  please  contact  the  health  educa¬ 
tor  on  your  reservation. 

Big  Cypress  Wellness  Center  863-983-5798 
Marjorie  Meredith,  Health  Educator 

Brighton  Medical  Clinic  863-763-0271 
Barbara  Boling,  Health  Educator 

Hollywood  Medical  Clinic  954-962-2009 
Tina  Mennella,  Health  Educator 

Immokalee  Medical  Clinic  239-867-3400 
Charlotte  Porcaro,  Dietitian/Health  Educator 


Grants  Announced  To  Promote  Self-Sufficiency, 
Strengthen  Alaska  Native  Heritage  and  Culture 


Submitted  by  the  Administration  for  Children  and 
Families 

WASHINGTON  —  On  Aug.  15  the 
Administration  for  Children  and  Families  (ACF)  at  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS)  announced  the  award  of  $2.6  million  in  grants 
to  16  Tribal  organizations  in  Alaska  to  promote  eco¬ 
nomic  self-sufficiency  and  preserve  Native  languages 
and  culture.  The  announcement  coincided  with  site 
visits  in  Alaska  by  Quanah  Crossland  Stamps, 
Commissioner  of  the  Administration  for  Native 
Americans  (ANA). 

“These  grant  awards  promote  the  Bush 
Administration’s  goal  of  community  self-sufficiency 
for  Native  Americans  by  providing  funding  for  unique 
projects  that  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  our 
Native  children,  youth  and  families,”  Commissioner 
Stamps  said.  “Through  these  grants,  we  are  committed 


to  providing  project  support  at  the  community  level, 
which  will  provide  resources  and  programs  that  safe¬ 
guard  the  health  and  economic  well-being  of  Alaska 
Native  people.” 

Commissioner  Stamps  visited  four  Native 
communities,  in  Sitka,  Hoonah,  Juneau  and  Haines,  to 
view  first-hand  ongoing  ANA  projects  and  meet  with 
village  leaders.  In  addition,  the  commissioner  led  a 
training  and  technical  assistance  meeting  in  Seldovia 
on  how  to  ensure  the  grants  will  promote  social  and 
economic  self-sufficiency  for  Native  Americans. 

Currently,  ANA  has  grant  projects  in  Alaska 
totaling  $4.36  million  for  social  and  economic  devel¬ 
opment  strategies,  Native  language  preservation  and 
maintenance  and  environmental  regulatory  enhance¬ 
ment.  Today’s  awards  of  $2.6  million  bring  the  total 
ANA  funding  amount  for  Alaska  Native  projects  to  $7 
million. 


The  Grants  Announced  Are  As  Follows: 

Alaska  Social  and  Economic  Development 
Strategies  Grants 

$107,237  for  one  year  to  the  Akiachak 
Native  Community  to  develop  a  plan  for  growth 
and  environmental  protection. 

$72,961  for  one  year  to  the  Inupiat 
Community  of  the  Arctic  Slope  to  improve  the 
capacity  of  the  Tribal  government  by  updating  a 
policies  and  procedures  manual. 

$237,117  for  two  years  to  the  Native 
Village  of  Koyuk  to  strengthen  youth  self-esteem 
through  intergenerational  activity. 

Social  and  Economic  Development  Strategies 
Grants 

$1,297,291  for  three  years  to  the  Alaska 
Native  Tribal  Health  Consortium  to  design,  develop 
and  implement  a  self-sustaining  statewide  Alaska 
rural  utility  collaborative  that  will  provide  15  vil¬ 
lages  with  the  capacity  to  operate  their  water  and 
sewer  systems  in  a  sustainable  manner. 

$242,867  for  two  years  to  the  Chilkoot 
Indian  Association  to  develop  a  human  resources 
development  system. 

$85,121  for  one  year  to  the  McGrath 
Native  Village  Council  to  reconstruct  lost  Tribal 
enrollment  records  through  a  youth  genealogy  proj¬ 
ect  and  a  survey  of  community  members. 

$206,526  for  one  year  to  the  Metlakatla 
Indian  Community  to  prepare  for  road  access 
scheduled  to  open  in  2009. 

$469,760  for  two  years  to  the  Native 
Village  of  Eyak  to  develop  an  artist’s  consortium 
that  will  provide  a  venue  for  artists  to  sell  their  tra¬ 
ditional  arts  and  crafts. 

$204,714  for  two  years  to  the  Native 
Village  of  Georgetown  to  plan  and  implement  two 
training  programs  that  will  introduce  youth  to 
career  and  economic  opportunities  near 


Georgetown. 

$452,120  for  two  years  to  the  Yukon  River 
Inter-Tribal  Watershed  Council  to  fund  an  energy 
project  director,  install  energy  conservation  meas¬ 
ures  and  initiate  renewable  energy  programs. 

Native  Language  Preservation  and  Maintenance 
Grants 

$99,736  for  one  year  to  the  Kenaitze 
Indian  Tribe  to  revitalize  the  Kenaitze  language 
through  the  Dena’ina  verb  project. 

$552,140  for  three  years  to  the 
Nuniwarmiut  Piciryarata  Tamaryalkuti,  Inc.  to 
develop  and  implement  a  grade  4-12  Cup’ig  cultur¬ 
al  curriculum  with  a  focus  on  natural  and  cultural 
history. 

$58,644  for  one  year  to  the  Telida  Village 
Council  to  conduct  a  language  assessment  of  the 
Upper  Kuskokwim  Athabascan  language. 

$600,000  for  three  years  to  the  Yakutat 
Tlingit  Tribe  to  facilitate  the  transference  of  lan¬ 
guage  skills  from  one  generation  to  another  by 
simultaneously  teaching  their  language  to  children, 
youth  and  parents. 

Native  American  Healthy  Marriage  Initiative 
Grant 

$996,937  for  five  years  to  the  Native 
Village  of  Afognak  to  educate  youth  and  their  par¬ 
ents  in  making  informed  decisions  about  maintain¬ 
ing  healthy  relationships  through  culturally-appro- 
priate  pre-marital  and  family  communication  to 
help  them  form  and  sustain  healthy  marriages. 

Environmental  Mitigation  Grant 

$124,958  for  one  year  to  the  Native 
Village  of  Point  Hope  to  enable  the  community  to 
implement  mitigation  activities  and  products  that 
will  resolve  the  environmental  impacts  of  old  muni¬ 
tions  activities  in  and  near  the  village. 
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New  Session  Starting  on  Thursday, 
July  lt'hi 

.  For  ip  formation, 

p/ease  catr&S4)  964-6338 

Ask  for  Beverly 


Press  (he  lollewlng  for  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Big  Cypress  a  1  mm  oh  a  le  e 
Press  3  for  Brighton,  Ft,  Pierce  a  Tampa 
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WIEKLT  RECOVERY  MEETINGS  SCHEDULE 


MONDAYS 

II  2:00  Noon  w«k 

Wig  Cypress  Sober 
House 

TUESDAYS 

7:30PM  tint}  week 

Brighton  Sober  House 

WEDNESDAYS 

12:00  Noon  rvety 

lisg  Cypress  Sober 
Home 

\xcrs 

Hollywood  Ad  in  in. 

THURSDAYS 

7:30PM  i  wtd 

Wig  Cy press  Sober 
House 

Dear  Counselor: 

I  have  a  jealous  boyfriend.  We  have  been 
seeing  each  other  for  about  three  years.  I  am  24 
years  old  and  my  boyfriend  is  32.  He  is  a  nice  and 
our  relationship  is  great.  However,  his  jealousy  is 
creating  a  major  problem  in  the  relationship. 

He  said  he  is  jealous  because  he  loves  me, 
hut  I  feel  mistrusted  and  most  of  the  time  I  am 
walking  on  eggshells.  My  boyfriend’s  extreme  jeal¬ 
ousy  is  driving  me  away.  Please  help  me. 

Signed: 

Victim 

Dear  Victim: 

Some  men  think  that  jealousy  is  proof  of 
their  love.  In  reality,  it  is  proof  of  their  insecurity 
and  an  insecure  man  becomes  very  unattractive  to 
most  women.  Some  jealousy  is  normal  in  any  love 
relationship.  But  extreme  jealousy  will  eventually 
ruin  a  perfectly  good  relationship. 

When  two  people  love  each  other  there 
has  to  be  trust  between  them.  Jealousy  is  an 
instinctive  emotion  that  arises  most  commonly  in 
men  who  do  not  feel  sufficiently  worthy  to  retain 
affection  and  respect  purely  on  their  own  merits.  It 
is  often  a  lack  of  self-esteem  that  causes  men  to 
attempt  to  constrain  the  behavior  of  their  lover. 


In  fact,  those 
constraints  and  the 
emotions  that  they  rep¬ 
resent  are  far  more 
likely  to  damage  the  relationships  they  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  protect 

Although  you  didn ’t  mention  it  in  your 
letter,  your  boyfriend  may  have  been  hurt  previ¬ 
ously  by  someone  who  was  guilty  of  cheating  on 
him.  If  this  is  the  case,  then  reassure  him  that  you 
are  different  and  that  he  needs  to  trust  you 
because  you  have  never  given  him  a  cause  to  be 
concerned.  Or  it  could  be  that  he  was  unfaithful  in 
the  past  and  is  assuming  that  you  will  be  the  same 
way.  Whatever  has  caused  him  to  feel  this  way  is 
the  hurdle  you  need  to  overcome. 

Here  are  some  suggestions  from  the 
Counselor:  Write  to  him  from  your  heart  or  have 
him  listen  to  you  as  you  describe  how  much  you 
love  him  but  how  frustrated  you  are  with  his  jeal¬ 
ousy  and  control.  Let  him  know  that  you  do  not 
want  to  spend  the  rest  of  your  life  together  feeling 
mistrusted.  You  deserve  to  be  in  a  relationship  that 
brings  you  happiness  and  fulfillment. 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor ’s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  I’m  a  senior  planning  to  have  surgery  in 
a  few  months.  I  was  wondering  if  I  can  donate 
blood  to  myself  in  advance. 

A:  Yes,  you  can.  This  is  called  “autolo¬ 
gous”  blood  donation.  It’s  done  in  the  weeks  before 
non-emergency  surgery.  The  blood  is  stored  until 
the  operation.  Autologous  donation  is  most  often 
employed  in  surgery  on  bones,  blood  vessels,  the 
urinary  tract,  and  the  heart,  when  the  likelihood  of 
transfusion  is  high. 

This  form  of  blood  donation  is  good  for 
the  patient,  hut  it’s  beneficial  to  society,  too. 

People  over  the  age  of  69  require  half  of 
all  whole  blood  and  red  blood  cells  transfused, 
according  to  the  National  Blood  Data  Resource 
Center  (NBDRC).  Giving  blood  to  yourself  cuts 
down  on  the  demand  for  blood. 

Typically,  each  donated  unit  of  blood, 
referred  to  as  whole  blood,  is  separated  into  multi¬ 
ple  components,  such  as  red  blood  cells,  plasma, 
platelets,  and  antihemophilic  factor,  for  transfusion 
to  individuals  with  different  needs. 

With  an  aging  population  and  advances  in 
medical  treatments  requiring  blood  transfusions,  the 
demand  for  blood  is  increasing.  On  any  given  day, 
an  average  of  38,000  units  of  red  blood  cells  are 
needed. 

Volunteers  donate  almost  all  the  blood 


transfused  in  the 
United  States.  Using 
current  screening  and  dona¬ 
tion  procedures,  a  growing  number  of  blood 
banks  have  found  blood  donation  by  seniors  to  he 
safe  and  practical;  if  you’re  a  geezer,  you  probably 
can  help  the  cause. 

To  be  eligible  to  donate  blood,  a  person 
must  be  in  good  health.  In  general,  donors  must 
weigh  at  least  1 10  pounds.  Most  blood  banks  have 
no  upper  age  limit.  Donors  are  screened  for  AIDS, 
hepatitis,  other  diseases  and  other  possible  prob¬ 
lems. 

Adult  males  have  about  12  pints  of  blood 
in  their  circulation  and  adult  females  have  about 
nine  pints.  The  donor’s  body  replenishes  the  fluid 
lost  from  donation  in  about  24  hours.  The  red  blood 
cells  that  are  lost  are  generally  replaced  in  a  few 
weeks.  Whole  blood  can  be  donated  once  every 
eight  weeks. 

What  is  the  most  common  blood  type?  The 
approximate  distribution  of  blood  types  in  the  U.S. 
population  is  as  follows:  (Distribution  may  be  dif¬ 
ferent  for  specific  racial  and  ethnic  groups)  O  Rh- 
positive  38  percent;  O  Rh-negative,  seven  percent; 
A  Rh-positive,  34  percent;  A  Rh-negative,  six  per¬ 
cent;  B  Rh-positive,  nine  percent;  B  Rh-negative, 
two  percent;  AB  Rh-positive,  three  percent;  and  AB 
Rh-negative,  one  percent. 

In  an  emergency,  anyone  can  receive  type 
O  red  blood  cells,  and  type  AB  individuals  can 
receive  red  blood  cells  of  any  ABO  type.  Therefore, 
people  with  type  O  blood  are  known  as  “universal 
donors,”  and  those  with  type  AB  blood  are  known 
as  “universal  recipients.” 
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FrontRowUSA.com 
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Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


ANA  GARBRIEL 
DAVE  MATTHEWS 
BAND 

DADDY  YANKEE 
HEAVEN  AND 
H  ELL/QU  E  ENSRYCHE 
RICK  SPRINGFIELD 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL.N8A.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
INTERNATIONAL 
FIGHT  LEAGUE 
(SEPTEMBER  20TH) 
WWE  (WORLD  WRESTLING 
ENTERTAINMENT) 
(SEPTEMBER  22ND) 
PRO  BULL  RIDERS 
WORLD  FINALS 
(LAS  VEGAS) 


Top  Theatre 


SPECIALIZING  JN  ALL  KIDS  EVENTS 
BGG  D3EGG  GO"  LIVE! 
DISNEY’S  HIGH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THEICETOJP 
SESAME  STREET  LlVEF' 

ELMO  MAKES  MUSKC 
HANNAH  MONTANA 


Concerts  |  Theatre  |  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker f  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


m  WE  DELIVER  TO  YOU!  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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Sports  Ham-pa-ieesh-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Chris  Jenkins 

2007  NES  Showcase  honorees,  including  Davis  (6th  from  left),  and  NES  staff  members. 


❖  Elite 


Continued  from  page  1 


native  says  it  was  all  a  surprise  to  him. 

“I’m  excited,  but  it  was  last 
minute,”  Davis  said. 

He  was  told  of  his  invite  after  the 
game  by  an  NES  scout. 

“ft  gave  me  a  boost,”  he  contin¬ 
ued.  “I  was  down  because  we  lost  our 
game  [in  the  Native  American  Basketball 
Invitational],  but  it  brought  me  up.” 

According  to  Shantel  Webster, 

NES  director  of  basketball  operations,  the 
selection  process  involves  a  combination 
of  research  and  criteria.  Having  a  3.0  GPA 
—  with  occasional  exceptions  made  — 
outstanding  game  accomplishments,  or 
receiving  All-State  honors  are  all  part  of 
the  equation.  Recruiters,  contacts  and 
coaches  also  determined  those  chosen. 

She  said  the  event  was  another 
avenue  to  bring  much  needed  exposure  to 
Native  communities,  calling  it  “another  way  to  get 


Chris  Jenkins 

Native  Elite  Sports  Inc.  President  Barry  Webster  (L)  and 
Jerome  Davis  (R) 


work  and  struggle  both  the  young  men  and  women 
face  for  recognition. 

“If  there  were  ever  a  niche  or  ever  a  time 
to  carve  out  our  own  way  it’s  now,”  he  said. 

Both  days  involved  several  activities 
including:  round  robin  play,  a  three-point  shooting 
contest  and  slam  dunk  competition. 

There  were  also  several  recognized  at 
weekend’s  end  with  honors  including:  National 
High  School  Coach  of  the  Year,  the  Top  10  (first 
and  second  team)  High  School  All-American  Teams 
and  the  National  High  School  Player  of  the  Year. 

The  University  of  Nebraska,  Brown  Mackie  College 
in  Salina,  Kan.,  and  Haskell  Indian  Nations 
University  were  also  in  attendance. 

Nine  of  the  24  young  men  invited  were 
also  recipients  of  college  scholarships  or  committed 
to  colleges  and  universities. 

After  only  six  years  of  playing,  Davis  has 
come  a  long  way. 

“I  was  playing  football  at  the  time  and  just 
went  and  tried  out  for  the  middle  school  team  [at 
American  Heritage]  and  made  it,”  he  said. 

Davis  was  also  honored  as  part  of  the  inau¬ 
gural  Native  American  National  All-American  Team 
earning  first  team  honors.  He  was  joined  by: 
Nathaniel  Packineau  of  Parshall,  N.D.,  Ephraim 
Sloan  of  St.  Michaels,  Ariz.,  Brady  Fairbanks  of 
Red  Lake,  Minn.,  and  James  Bible  of  Red  Rock, 
Okla. 

The  Florida  State  University  hopeful  says 
he  was  surprised  at  his  selection. 

“I  didn’t  think  I  would  get  picked  because 
Chris  Jenkins  mY  game  has  been  kind  of  weak  of  late,”  Davis 
Davis  attempts  a  free  throw  in  round  robin  game  play.  said.  “I’m  glad  I  got  picked,  out  of  all  of  those 

involved.” 


kids  excited  about 
going  to  college.” 

NES,  Inc., 
President  Barry 
Webster  is  the 
founder  and  says  one 
of  the  themes  of  the 
showcase  is 
“Empowerment.”  He 
said  the  event  has 
gained  in  popularity 
this  year  with  mainly 
locals  participating 
last  year.  As  a  stand¬ 
out  guard  in  high 
school  and  college  for 
the  United  Tribes 
Technical  College,  he 
understands  the  hard 


Chris  Jenkins 

Davis  (2nd  from  right)  and  members  of  the  Native  All  American  first  team. 


Native  Premonition  Takes  Kingfish 
Series  East  Florida  Event 


By  Warren  King/FLWOutdoors 

BRUNSWICK,  Ga.  —  Team  Native 
Premonition,  headed  by  Tribal  citizen  Leon  Wilcox  of 
Loxahatchee,  Fla.,  caught  a  kingfish  weighing  34 
pounds  on  July  15  to  win  the  Wal-Mart  FLW  Kingfish 
Series  East  Florida  Division  event  in  Brunswick,  Ga., 
and  $12,000  cash. 

Wilcox  —  along  with  teammates  Tracy 
Steele,  Danny  Tommie,  Robert  Miller,  Donald  Corbitt 
and  Frank  Miele  —  were  fishing  60  miles  south  of  the 
takeoff  site,  slow-trolling  live  blue  runners  on  a  down- 
rigger  set  at  25  feet  in  40  to  45  feet  of  water. 

“ft  feels  great  to  finally  win  one  of  these,” 
Wilcox  said.  “We  have  finished  in  the  top  10  a  few 
times,  but  it’s  great  to  get  the  pressure  of  a  win  off  our 
backs.  We  have  been 
fishing  really  hard,  and 
I’m  glad  it  has  paid  off 
for  us. 

“In  Saturday’s 
event  we  ran  north  and 
caught  only  small  fish. 

So  we  decided  to  run 
south  where  I  knew 
some  big  fish  were  at 
Sunday.  We  pulled  into 
this  one  spot  and 
watched  boats  come 
and  go.  We  waited  it 
out  all  day  and  finally 
got  the  right  bite.” 

Wilcox  also 
added  that  the  bait  was 
abundant  in  the  area 
they  were  fishing.  He 
credited  his  big  catch  to 
locating  the  right  school 
of  bait  with  the  right 
fish  on  it. 

Rounding  out 
the  top  five  teams  were 
Team  Berkley,  cap¬ 
tained  by  Dieter 
Cardwell  of  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.  (31  pounds,  9  ounces,  $6,600);  Team 
Hammer-Time,  captained  by  Randy  Howell  of 
Waycross,  Ga.  (29  pounds,  15  ounces,  $3,080);  Team 
Square  &  Level/Reel  Wild,  captained  by  Pete  Eldridge 
of  Waycross,  Ga.  (26  pounds,  15  ounces,  $2,035);  and 
Team  King  of  Kings,  captained  by  Bart  Wetherington 
of  Richmond  Hills,  Ga.  (26  pounds,  9  ounces,  $2,200). 

The  award  for  highest-finishing  woman  went 
to  Paulette  Walker  of  Jacksonville  Beach,  Fla.,  who 
placed  seventh  with  a  26-pound  kingfish  as  a  member 
of  Team  Streaker. 

FLW  Kingfish  Series  qualifying  tournaments 
are  one-day  events.  Each  team  is  allowed  to  weigh  in 
one  kingfish,  and  the  winning  team  is  determined  by 
the  heaviest  fish. 

The  FLW  Kingfish  Series  consists  of  five 
divisions:  East  Florida,  North  Carolina,  South 


Carolina-Georgia,  Gulf  and  Upper  Gulf.  Each  division 
is  comprised  of  three  events  with  a  $100,000  purse  for 
each  event.  The  top  three  teams  from  each  tournament 
and  the  top  16  teams  (who  are  not  already  qualified) 
from  each  division  after  all  qualifiers  are  complete 
will  advance  to  the  three-day,  $275,000  no-entry-fee 
Wal-Mart  FLW  Kingfish  Series  Championship  in 
Orange  Beach,  Ala.,  Oct.  4-6,  which  will  be  featured 
in  a  one-hour  episode  of  “FLW  Outdoors”  broadcast  to 
80  million  FSN  (Fox  Sports  Net)  households  in  the 
United  States  and  more  than  429  million  households 
in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa.  The  points  champion  from 
each  division  will  also  advance  directly  to  the 
$500,000  no-entry-fee  Wal-Mart  FLW  Kingfish  Tour 
Championship  in  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Nov.  2-4,  where  they 


will  compete  against  top  FLW  Kingfish  Tour  teams  for 
a  top  award  of  $150,000. 

Named  after  the  legendary  founder  of  Ranger 
Boats,  Forrest  L.  Wood,  FLW  Outdoors  administers 
the  Wal-Mart  FLW  Tour,  Wal-Mart  FLW  Series,  Stren 
Series,  Wal-Mart  Bass  Fishing  League,  Wal-Mart 
Texas  Tournament  Trail  presented  by  Abu  Garcia, 
Ranger  Owners  Tournament  Championship  Series, 
Wal-Mart  FLW  Walleye  Tour,  Wal-Mart  FLW  Walleye 
League,  Wal-Mart  FLW  Kingfish  Tour,  Wal-Mart  FLW 
Kingfish  Series,  Wal-Mart  FLW  Redfish  Series  and 
Wal-Mart  FLW  Striper  Series.  These  circuits  offer 
combined  purses  of  nearly  $43  million  through  241 
events  in  2007. 

For  more  information  about  FLW  Outdoors 
and  its  tournaments,  browse  FLWOutdoors.com  or  call 
(270)  252-1000. 


Results  for  the  11th  Annual 
Randolph  Clay  Memorial  Pool  Tournament 


17  &  Under:  Girls:  1.  Cheyenne  Nunez,  2. 
Lacey  Jordan,  3.  Gigi  Wargolet,  4.  Ravenne  Osceola, 
5.  Rebecca  Osceola;  Boys:  1. 

Justin  Aldridge,  2.  Hilliard 
Gopher,  3.  Lee  Stewart,  4. 

Todd  Tiger,  5.  Rashaun  Jim. 

8- Ball  Singles: 

Woman:  1.  Phalyn  Osceola,  2. 

Theresa  Nunez,  3.  Tonya 
Jumper,  4.  Juanita  Osceola,  5. 

Laura  Clay;  Men:  1 .  Tony 
Billie,  2.  Randy  Clay,  3. 

Bronson  Hill,  4.  George 
Grasshopper,  5.  Dallas  Nunez. 

9- Ball  Singles, 

Women:  1.  Linda  Jones,  2. 

Theresa  Nunez,  3.  Janel  Billie, 

4.  Betty  Osceola,  5.  Jane  Doctor;  Men:  1.  Gary  Clay, 
2.  David  Cypress,  3.  Randy  Clay,  4.  Justin  Gopher,  5. 
Bronson  Hill. 

Scotch  Doubles:  1.  Randy  Clay  &  Jane 


Doctor,  2.  David  Cypress  &  Laura  Clay,  3.  Roy  Snow 
&  Theresa  Nunez,  4.  Bronson  Hill  &  Carlene 

DiCarlo,  5.  Gary  Clay  &  Juanita 
Osceola. 

50-59,  Women:  1 .  Laura 
Clay,  2.  Diana  Only  a  Chief,  3.  Jane 
Doctor,  4.  Alice  Sweat,  5.  Dale 
Grasshopper;  Men:  1 .  Gary  Clay,  2. 
George  Grasshopper,  3.  Roy  Snow,  4. 
David  Cypress,  5.  Mike  Littlebear. 

60  &  Older,  Women:  1 . 

Annie  Jumper,  2.  Betty  Osceola,  3. 
Maydell  Osceola,  4.  Rosie  Billie; 

Men:  1.  Jimmy  Bert,  2.  Mitchell 
Cypress,  3.  Sammy  Gopher,  4.  Rudy 
Osceola,  5.  Bobby  Clay. 

Senior  Scotch  Doubles:  1. 

&  Laura  Clay,  2.  Gary  Clay  &  Diana 
Only  a  Chief,  3.  Billy  Brown  &  Juanita  Osceola,  4. 
George  Grasshopper  &  Dale  Grasshopper,  5.  Buddy 
Sweat  &  Ahce  Sweat. 


Juanita  Osceola  and  Alice  Sweat  with  Clayton  Billie’s  brother,  Jack  Billie. 


Brighton  Sponsors  Pool  Tournament 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE  CITY,  FL  —  The  8th  Annual  Clayton  Billie  Pool  Tournament  took  place  Aug.  18  at 
Shooters  in  Okeechobee  City,  Fla.  Pool  player  Claudia  Olivarez  said  everyone  had  a  good  time  at  the  tourna¬ 
ment  and  players  from  Hollywood  and  Big  Cypress  attended. 

The  results  were  as  follows:  18-49,  Women:  1.  Arica  Buck,  2.  Phalyn  Osceola,  3.  Emma  Jane  Urbina, 

4.  Claudia  Olivarez,  5.  Debbie  Henry;  Men:  1.  Randy  Clay,  2.  Leon  Micco,  3.  Davey  Snow,  4.  Jack  Billie  and 

5.  Boogie  Nunez. 

50  &  Older,  Women:  1.  Juanita  Osceola,  2.  Alice  Sweet;  Men:  1.  Roy  Snow,  2.  Russell  Osceola  Sr.,  3. 
Buddy  Sweat,  4.  Bobby  Clay. 

Scotch  Doubles:  1.  Leon  Micco  and  Claudia  Olivarez,  2.  Tony  and  Vanessa  Osceola,  3.  Randy  Clay 
and  Debbie  Henry,  4.  Boogie  Nunez  and  Arica  Buck,  5.  Johnnie  Jones  and  Emma  Jane  Urbina. 
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Criminal  Defense 

— ♦ — 

DUl 

VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
- * - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston.  Florida 

- • - 

The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

863983-LAWS  (5297) 


Redline  Media  Group 

New  North  American  Boxing  Association  Middleweight  Champion 
“Mean”  Joe  Greene  poses  for  the  cameras  after  his  impressive  win 
against  Darryl  Salmon. 


Rough,  Rugged  and  Raw  at  Hard  Rock  Live 


Redline  Media  Group 

Darryl  Salmon  is  counted  out  after  being  knocked  out  by  Joe 
Greene  in  their  bout. 


An  undefeated  Kenny  Galarza  poses  in  victory  after  his  second  round  TKO  win 


Redline  Media  Group 

Kenny  Galarza  lands  a  hard  right  cross  on  Carlos  Oyola. 


Redline  Media  Group 

World  Boxing  Organization  Heavyweight 
Champion  Sultan  Ibragimov  poses  with 
Chairman  Mithcell  Cypress  in  the  ring  after 
presenting  this  replica  of  his  WBO  champi¬ 
onship  belt  to  the  Tribe. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Seminole  Warriors 
Boxing  added  one  more  champion  to  its  stable  of 
fighters  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live  Aug.  8. 

One  of  boxing’s  newest  sensations 
showed  his  wear  in  familiar  territory  as  “Mean” 
Joe  Greene  continued  his  climb  in  the  mid¬ 
dleweight  division  in  front  of  a  national  audience 
on  ESPN2. 

The  North  American  Boxing  Association 
championship  was  his  prize  as  Greene  (16-0,  12 
KOs)  rose  to  the  occasion  coming  off  a  win  at  the 
same  venue  versus  Jose  Spearman  by  a  unani¬ 
mous  decision  in  eight  rounds  in  May.  This  time 
the  stakes  were  higher  as  he  was  trying  to  earn 
his  first  title. 

Greene  would  pick  up  an  impressive 
win  by  KO  over  Darryl  Salmon  (16-2,  4  KOs). 
Salmon  picked  up  his  second  straight  defeat  in 
two  months  losing  also  to  Will  Johnson  by  unani¬ 
mous  decision  in  June. 

Greene  pulled  out  the  win  in  the  first 
round  of  a  scheduled  12  at  the  2:59  mark. 

“It’s  all  about  timing  and  I  executed  the 
punches  I  needed  to  at  the  right  time,”  said 
Greene. 

Greene  and  Salmon  were  both  in  unfa¬ 
miliar  territory  as  the  southpaws  were  fighting  in 
their  first  12  round  bout  and  first  championship 
as  professionals. 

The  fight  took  on  a  typical  feel  out 
approach  from  both  early,  but  picked  up  as 
Salmon  struck  first  landing  a  straight  right  which 
staggered  Greene.  A  dazed  Greene  went  to  a  knee 
momentarily  and  received  an  eight  count. 
Afterward  he  admitted  to  being  caught  off  guard 
and  hurt. 

The  rest  of  the  way,  however,  Greene 
seemed  fueled.  He  came  hack  strong  seconds 
later  landing  a  left  cross,  then  right  hook  to 
Salmon.  That  did  the  trick,  sending  Salmon  down 
with  one  second  left  in  the  round.  Salmon  stayed 
down  hanging  half  way  out  of  the  ring  and  was 
counted  out. 

Warriors  Executive  Director  Leon 
Margules  said  he  was  surprised  with  the  quick¬ 
ness  of  the  bout,  but  not  Greene’s  performance. 

“He’s  still  young  and  has  a  lot  to  team, 
but  he’s  got  all  the  intangibles,”  Margules  said. 

Other  action  on  the  night  included: 
Francisco  Palacios  facing  Louis  Azille 
in  eight  rounds  of  cruiserweight  action 
with  Palacios  getting  the  win  in  a  mild 
surprise  by  TKO  in  the  sixth. 

In  a  battle  of  the  undefeated, 

Jesus  Pabon  and  Luis  Hernandez 
squared  off  with  Hernandez  picking  up 
the  win  by  TKO  in  the  second  round  of 
lightweight  action.  Sammy  Payne  also 
won  over  Burthin  Rousseau  by  unani¬ 
mous  decision  in  four  rounds. 

Raul  Marquez  was  too  much 
for  the  less  experienced  Harry  Jay  Pina 
winning  in  two  rounds  by  TKO  among 
middle  weights. 


Jesus  Pabon  (L)  swings  at  Luis  Hernandez  (R). 


Jose  Hernandez  picked  up  his  seventh 
win  over  Noe  Bolanos  among  featherweights  by 
unanimous  decision  in  six  rounds. 

Kenny  Galarza  also  stayed  unbeaten 
over  a  debuting  Carlos  Oyola  in  round  two  by 
TKO  in  the  light  welterweight  division. 

Tribal  Council  members  in  attendance 
included:  Trail  Liaison  William  Osceola,  Big 
Cypress  Representative  David  Cypress  and 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress. 

The  chairman  and  the  Tribe  were  also 
presented  with  a  special  engraved  replica  of  the 
World  Boxing  Organization  championship  belt 
from  current  champ  Sultan  Ibragimov. 

The  next  action  scheduled  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  for  Seminole  Warriors  Boxing  will  he 
in  October. 
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50th  Anniversary  3  On  3  Basketball  Tournament  At  Big  Cypress 


The  girls  receive  last  minute  pointers  before  the  game 
begins. 


It’s  a  high  jump  for  Catlen  Tommie  in  the  14  and  Under  Boy’s 
Division. 


8  Years  Old  and  Under:  1 .  Dasani 
Frye,  Skyla  Osceola,  Grant  Osceola,  Chase 
Billie;  2.  Michelle  Jimmie,  Jazmine  Billie, 
Sydnee  Cypress,  Gloria  Brooks,  Alonzo 
Wargolet. 

11  Year  Old  and  Under:  1.  Karlito 
Wargolet,  Alonzo  Wargolet,  Ethan 
Cypress;  2.  Rashaun  Jim,  Malari  Baker, 
Gianna  Garcia. 

14  Years  Old  and  Under,  Boys:  1 . 
Deforest  Carter,  Anthony  Balentine,  Trent 
Mclnturff;  2.  Billy  Cypress,  Catlen 
Tommie,  Malachi  Baker;  Girls:  1.  Dariah 


Cypress,  Lariah  Balentine,  Tia  Baker;  2. 
Terri  Baker,  Terinna  Cypress,  Malari 
Baker,  Gianna  Garcia. 

Adult  Men:  1.  Amos  Huggins, 
Ju-Ju  Willis,  Rich  Hanks;  2.  Shawn 
Dougherty,  Kevin  Hanks,  Brady 
Sairbanks;  3.  Benny  Hernandez,  Gregory 
Carter,  Deforest  Carter,  Robert  Osceola. 

Adult  Women:  1 .  Tasha  Osceola, 
Jeanie  Osceola,  Stephanie  Huggins, 
Ashley  Ross;  2.  Alicia  Tiger,  Beverly 
Billie,  Lory  Osceola;  3.  Katie  Cypress, 
Marissa  Baker,  Lisa  Cypress. 


There  was  stiff  competition  in  the  adult  men’s  dvision. 


Judy  Weeks 

Tia  Osborne  and  Lariah  Balentine  are  best 
friends  on  and  off  the  court. 


Judy  Weeks  Judy  weeks 

Coach  Eddie  Redd  (L)  and  the  contestants  listen  while  Danny  Tommie  (R)  (L-R)  Billy  Cypress  and  Rashaun  Jim  cover  the  ball  during  the  14  and  Under  game, 

explains  the  significance  of  the  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary  Celebration. 


Big  Cypress  50th  Anniversary  Celebration  Horseshoe  Results 


Judy  Weeks 

Danny  Tommie  takes  careful  aim  with  his  horseshoe. 


Men’s  Singles:  1. Danny  Tommie, 
2.  Allen  Mclnturff,  3.  Vince  Motlow 
Women’s  Singles:  1. Almira 
Billie,  2.  Carol  Osceola,  3.  Mary  Tigertail 
Scotch  Doubles:  1  .Chris  Hulbutta 
&  Carol  Cypress,  2.  Gregory  Thomas  & 
Marina  Rene  Tigertail,  3.  Danny  Tommie 
&  Jeanette  Cypress 


Judy  Weeks 

Allen  Mclnturff  took  second  place  in  the  Men’s  Singles  during  the 
Horseshoe  Competition. 


Jarred  Mclnturff  mimics  his  dad  at  the  Louise  Osceola  is  poised  to  throw  during  the  50th  Anniversary  Horseshoe 
50th  Anniversary  Horseshoe  Tournament  at  Big  Cypress. 

Tournament. 
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Dedicated  Walkers,  Runners  Celebrate  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Brighton 
Reservation  5k  Walk/Run  was  sponsored  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe’s  Health  and  Recreation 
Departments,  honoring  the  Tribe’s  50th 
Anniversary.  The  event  began  at  6  a.m.  on  Aug. 
17,  with  sign  up  started  in  the  dark  at  5:30 
a.m.,  making  the  use  of  flashlights  at  the  sign 
up  tables  located  at  the  Brighton  Field  House 


parking  lot. 

An  excellent  turnout  of  walkers  and 
runners  made  their  way  3.1  miles  down  and 
back  the  Hamey  Pond  Road,  also  known  as 
Red  Bam  Road,  as  the  Seminole  Police 
Department  and  Seminole  Fire  Rescue  helped 
light  up  the  street  with  their  headlights. 

In  the  early  dawn  the  morning  mist 
and  chirps  of  crickets  could  be  heard,  while 
dogs  barked  from 
neighborhood  yards 
off  in  the  distance. 
By  the  time  the  run¬ 
ners  and  walkers 
returned,  daylight 
was  breaking.  The 
first  runner  to  return 
was  Norman  Bowers 
to  take  first  place  in 
the  31-44  year  old 
age  bracket.  He  ran  a 
six  minute  mile  com¬ 
pleting  the  course  in 
20  minutes. 

Bowers  said 
he  runs  almost  three 
miles  everyday  and 
has  lost  56  pounds 
since  he  first  started 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Billy  Micco  took  first  place  in  the  55  and  Older  walking  category 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Tommie  Jackson,  Adrian  Baker  and  Jarayaca  Baker  all 
won  first  place  in  their  respective  running  categories 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Health  Department  Director  Connie  Whidden  signs  in 
after  her  walk. 


exercising  while  in  recovery  at  the  Miccosukee 
Treatment  Center  in  2006.  Drug  free  for  12 
months,  he  credits  his  recovery  to  living  a 
clean  and  sober  life  and  sticking  to  a  health¬ 
conscious  program  including  exercise. 

All  those  who  competed  received  a  T- 
shirt  and  certificate,  as  well  as  cash  prizes  for 
winners. 


Norman  Bowers,  the  first  place  runner  in  31-44  age  group. 


Dan  Bowers 


Jack  Smith 


Hollywood  Reservation ’s  50th  5k  Walk/Run  Results 


Chris  Jenkins 

Tribal  citizen  Francine  Osceola  works  up  a  sweat  on  the  home  stretch. 


Co-Ed,  Walk/Run:  8-12 
years  olds:  1.  Hunter  Osceola,  2. 
Joseph  John,  3.  Skyla  Osceola, 

4.  Carson  Knaby,  5.  Jesse 
Mitchell;  13-17  years  olds:  1. 
Ariah  Osceola,  2.  Garrett 
Anderson,  3.  Cindi  Adair. 

Female,  Runners,  18-30 
years  olds:  1.  Tasha  Osceola,  2. 
Sally  Osceola. 

Female,  Walkers,  31-44 
years  olds:  1.  Francine  Osceola, 
2.  Barbara  Billie,  .3.  Joletta 
John;  Male,  Walkers:  1.  Phil 
Bower,  Male,  Runners:  Tyrone 
Cypress. 

Female,  Walkers:  45-59 
years  olds:  1.  Wanda  Bowers,  2. 
Virginia  Mitchell,  3.  Verna 
Billie. 

Female:  Walkers:  60  & 
older:  1.  Elsie  Bowers,  2.  Mary 
Gay  Osceola,  3.  Cornelia 
Osceola,  4.  Pricilla  Sayen;  Male: 
1 .  Coleman  Josh. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Members  of  the  Seminole  Police  Department  escort  and  encourage  Tribal  elder 
Coleman  Josh  toward  the  finish  line. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Communications  Department  Director  Virginia  Mitchell  takes  her  congratu¬ 
latory  beads  from  Tribal  Health  Educator  Tina  Mennella. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Cindi  Adair  supports  grandmother  Cornelia  as  they  finish  the  race. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Winner  of  the  31-44  year  old  male  category,  Tyrone 
Cypress,  receives  his  certificate  of  completion  from  the 
Health  Department’s  Brenda  Bordogna. 
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Immokalee  Hosts  50th  Anniversary  5k  Walk/Run 


Judy  Weeks 


Taking  first  place  in  the  60  and  Older  Male 
Runner  Division,  Manuel  Oleo  attributes  his 
success  to  his  daily  bicycle  rides,  which  have 
strengthened  his  leg  muscles. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  As  the  first  rays  of  sunlight  turned 
the  sky  pinkish  gray,  residents  of  the  Immokalee  Tribal  commu¬ 
nity  gathered  at  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Youth  &  Livestock 
Ranch  to  participate  in  the  50th  Anniversary  5k  Walk/Run  on 
Aug.  17. 

Health  Representative  Charlotte  Porcaro  was  on  hand 
to  sign  up  the  participants  and  discuss  the  rules.  She  cheerfully 
explained  that  although  this  was  a  competition,  everyone  would 
be  receiving  the  best  reward  of  all  —  exercise  and  companion¬ 
ship. 

“Your  whole  body  benefits  when  you  start  the  day  off 
with  healthy  exercise,”  Porcaro  said.  “It’s  like  a  domino  effect 
that  begins  with  your  lungs,  cardiovascular  system,  muscles  and 
digestive  tract.  Beginning  in  moderation,  you  wake  up  your 
senses  and  prepare  for  a  new  day.” 

Community  Outreach  Coordinator  Edna  McDuffie 
stressed  the  importance  of  establishing  a  daily  exercise  routine 
to  help  fight  diabetes,  excessive  weight  and  a  long  hst  of  seri¬ 
ous  health  issues. 

“Fifty  years  ago  our  forefathers  worked  tirelessly  to 
guarantee  our  future  by  drafting  a  Constitution  and  Bylaws 
which  established  our  sovereignty  and  created  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,”  she  said.  “Now  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
make  healthy  mental  and  physical  choices  that  will  strengthen 


the  future  generations.  Let’s  all  walk  or  run  today,  to  promote  a 
bright  future  for  the  Seminole  Tribe.” 

Leaving  the  starting  line  in  the  early  morning  mist,  the 
participants  completed  the  course  and  returned  triumphant  in  the 
bright  sunlight.  Awaiting  them  were  bottles  of  water,  fruit  and 
healthy  breakfast  bars.  Everyone  had  an  opportunity  to  acquire 
one  of  the  commemorative  T-shirts  which  had  been  prepared  for 
the  occasion. 

Results  were: 

Youth,  8-12  Years  Old,  Female:  1.  Ashley  Faz,  2. 
Destinee  Jimmie,  3.  Alexis  Jimmie;  Male:  1.  Troy  Cantu,  2. 
Brendan  Otero,  3.  Jon  Jimmie,  4.  Damian  Escobar. 

Youth,  13-17  Years  Old,  Female:  1.  Casandra  Jimmie, 

2.  Charlie  Osceola,  3.  Chauncy  Osceola. 

Adult,  18-30  Years  Old,  Female,  Runners:  1.  Cecilia 
Pequeno,  2.  Juanita  Martinez,  3.  Hortencia  Yzaguirre,  4.  Noemi 
Escobar. 

Adult,  31-44  Years  Old,  Female,  Runners:  1.  Lorraine 
Posada,  2.  Mary  Lou  Alvarado,  3.  Elsa  Zamora;  Walkers:  1. 
Michelle  Ford,  2.  Shiela  Aguilar;  Male,  Walker:  1.  Juan  Tapia. 

Adult,  45-49  Years  Old,  Female,  Runner:  1 .  Ruth 
Osceola;  Male,  Walker:  1.  Matthew  Otero 

Adult,  60  and  Older,  Female,  Walkers:  1 .  Elaine 
Aguilar,  2.  Nancy  Motlow;  Male,  Runner:  1.  Manual  Oleo. 


Members  of  the  Immokalee  Tribal  Community  line  up  to  participate  in  the  50th  Anniversary  5k  Walk/Run. 


Judy  Weeks 

Hortencia  Yzaguirre  finishes  third  in 
the  Young  Adult  category. 


Big  Cypress’  5k  Run  for  the  50th 


And  the  race  begins! 


Participants  sign  in  as  the  sun  rises  in  the  horizon. 


Esta  Liederman 

Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.,  Cicero  Osceola  stands  with 
youth  participants. 
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Teresa  Jumper  shows  her  Seminole  Pride. 
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Golf  Tournaments  Commemorate  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary 


Lawrence  Osceola  takes  a  swing  for  the  green  on  the 
fourth  hole. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

On  Aug.  17  and  18,  the  Seminole 
Tribe  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  50  years 
of  the  Tribe’s  Constitution  and  Bylaws  with 
a  two  day  golf  tournament.  The  tournaments 
took  place  at  Emerald  Hills  Country  Club  in 
Hollywood  and  Jacaranda  Country  Club  in 
Plantation,  Fla. 

It  was  a  hot  day  for  the  first  leg  of 
this  golfing  extravaganza,  sponsored  by  the 
Seminole  Recreation  Department,  at 
Emerald  Hills.  Tiger  Woods  hats,  T-shirts 
and  balls  were  given  out  to  all  participants 
who  arrived  on  time  to  be  at  the  shotgun 
start.  The  games  were  a  simple  two  man 
Scramble,  and  Blind  Draw  open  to  Tribal 
citizens,  their  spouses  and  community  mem¬ 
bers. 

Marcella  Osceola  Jr.  from  the 
Hollywood  community  emceed  the  event. 

“We  are  here  celebrating  the  Tribe’s 
50th  Anniversary  of  signing  the  Constitution 
with  two  golf  tournaments  consisting  of  18 
holes  of  golf  each,”  he  said. 

There  were  more  than  30  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens  who  participated  in  this  event,  includ¬ 
ing  Marl  Osceola.  He  said  his  favorite  golfer 
is  Tiger  Woods  because  he’s  the  best,  and 
that’s  because  of  his  dedication  and  practic¬ 
ing  what  he  loves  to  do. 

At  the  end  of  the  tournament  every¬ 
one  gave  a  round  of  applause  for  the  elders 
who  kept  the  Tribe  going  for  50  years. 


Participants  were  reminded  that  this  event 
would  not  be  possible  without  the  elders’  vision, 
and  valuable  contributions  to  the  Tribe,  Osceola 
told  the  gathered  golfers. 

Golfer  Lawrence  Osceola  also  offered 
remarks  about  the  50th  Anniversary. 

“When  I  was  a  kid  I  was  there  under 
the  shade  of  the  Council  Oak  tree,”  he  said.  “I 
saw  what  was  going  on,  but  I  really  didn’t  know 
what  it  was  all  about,  so  I’m  glad  that  ...  we 
have  a  Constitution  now  for  our  Tribe.  Things 
are  going  good  now;  it’s  a  good  time  to  be  a 
Tribal  member.” 

Golfer  Steven  Bowers  also  had  some 
comments  to  share. 

“It’s  a  great  day,  good  Seminole  peo¬ 
ple,  and  good  golf,”  he  said. 

Results  from  the  tournament  were  as 

follows: 

Emerald  Hills:  1 .  Jackie  Thompson  & 
Slaw  Hummingbird, 70,  2.  Alan  Huff  &  K.B. 
Cambell  Sr.,  75,  3.  Virginia  Billie  &  Charlie 
Cypress,  76,  4.  Marci  Osceola,  80,  5.  Ernest 
Riley  &  Miguel  Mata,  81. 

The  golf  tournament  at  the  Jacaranda 
Country  Club  the  following  day  consisted  also 
of  an  18-hole  course  for  2  Man  -  2  Woman 
Blind  Draw  Scramble.  Results  were  as  follows: 
1.  Charlie  Cypress  &  Mondo  Tiger,  69,  2. 
Lawrence  Osceola  &  Ernest  Riley,  70,  3.  Bo 
Young  &  Raymond  Garza,  71,4.  Virginia  Billie 
&  Charlie  Frye, 75,  5.  Ken  C  &  Gregory 
Tommie,  75. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Steven  Bowers  takes  it  for  a  long  ride. 


Felix  DoBosz 


Felix  DoBosz 


Virginia  Billie  takes  a  practice  swing. 


Gina  Allardyce  takes  a  swing  going  for  a  hole  in  one. 


Charlie  Cypress  &  Mondo  Tiger  came  in  first  place  at  Jacaranda  Golf  Tourney. 


Big  Cypress  50th  Anniversary 
Fishing  Tournament  Results 


Hollywood  Recreation  Hosts  50th 
Anniversary  Horseshoe  Tournament 


1.  Tyrone  Cypress:  Biggest  Fish:  7.1  Pounds; 
Total  Catch:  19.1  Pounds 

2.  Arlen  Payne:  Total  Catch:  14.3  Pounds 

3.  Lenny  Jim:  Total  Catch:  10.4  Pounds 

4.  Cesar  Molin:  Total  Catch:  5.73  Pounds 

5.  Tom  Koenes:  Total  Catch:  5.44  Pounds 


Judy  Weeks 

George  Grasshopper  carefully  tabulated  the  day’s 
catch  and  awarded  the  winners  at  the  50th 
Anniversary  Fishing  Tournament. 


Judy  Weeks 

Second  Place  Winner  Pastor  Arlen  Payne  shows  off 
a  portion  of  his  14.3  pound  catch  prior  to  release. 


Judy  Weeks 

Tyrone  Cypress  is  all  smiles  as  he  displays  his  7.10 
pound  Bass,  which  won  first  place  in  the  50th 
Anniversary  Fishing  Tournament. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  Mike  and  Rusty  Tiger  enjoy  a  pleasant 
morning  on  the  water  during  the  50th 
Anniversary  Fishing  Tournament. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  Jose  Solano  and  Cesar  Molin  idle  up  to  the 
dock  to  weigh  in  their  day’s  catch. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Elsie  Willie  preps  with  practice  throws. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Participant  and  organizer  Leon  Wilcox 


Chris  Jenkins 

Terry  Tartsah  (white)  watches  Moses  Jumper  (red) 
on  his  turn. 


Singles,  Men:  1 .  Leon  Wilcox,  2.  Terry 
Tartsah,  3.  Travis  Osceola 

Singles:  Women:  1.  Leslie  Osceola,  2. 
Cassandra  Jones,  3.  Patricia  Wilcox 

Doubles:  Men:  1.  Leon  Wilcox/ Moses 
Jumper,  2.  David  Osceola/Jerod  Smith,  3.  Marlon 
Foster/Danny  Rodriguez 

Doubles,  Women:  1 .  Tammy 
Osceola/Natoshia  Osceola,  2.  Cassandra  Jones/Leslie 
Osceola,  3.  Cornelia  Osceola/Yvette  Jumper 


Chris  Jenkins 

Danny  Rodriguez  gets  lots  of  air  under  his  toss. 
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Sports  Ham-pa-ieesh-ke  Vkkopvnkv 


Sonny  Billie  Memorial  Golf  Tournament 

Held  at  Clewiston  Golf  Course ,  Aug.  11 


Submitted  by  Big  Cypress  Recreation  Dept. 

The  second  place  team:  Lawrence  Osceola,  Raymond 
Garza  Jr.,  Michelle  Lemire  and  Mitch  Osceola 


Submitted  by  Big  Cypress  Recreation  Dept. 

The  first  place  team:  Mondo  Tiger,  Richard  Doctor, 

Sissy  Cook  and  Ron  Ford 


Submitted  by  Big  Cypress  Recreation  Depl 

The  fifth  place  team:  Marcellus  Osceola,  Cicero  Osceola,  Mabel  Doctor 
and  Ronnie  Doctor 


Submitted  by  Big  Cypress  Recreatior 

Ronnie  Doctor  and  Rufus  Tiger 


Submitted  by  Big  Cypress  Recreation 

(L-R)  Lawrence  Osceola,  Allen  Huff  and  Raymond  Garza 


Cow  bo; 


nclians 


A  Senior  Living  Community 

1450  $W  lllh  Way 
Deerfield  Beach.  FL  33441 
954-42B-3460 
954 -426- 1022  fax 

Msar  iwactws,  unc  sitoppn® 

ONE  bedroom  floor  plans  from  $wn 
Includos  Utilities  -  Pools  Spa  ■  Clubhouses 
"  Dtnin  puteV  I’  a  li  ’  *  A  el  ev  i  t  i  0  s  *  Health  Watch 


Income  &  Age  Reminded  55+ 


ww4.prUti2.CARi 


License#  CQE95 1902 

CornmerctgE  Residential 


Steve  Lapp 

Asphalt  Paving  &  Seal  Coating 


English  Bulldogs  For; 


1116  NE  1st  Terrace 
Homestead  FL  13030 


(305)  245-6260 
Cell;  (305)  762-2675 


*  Sftxi  Hale  A  Female 

•  Registered/ Regtsierable 
(AkC,  NKC,  etc.) 

■  ftmctii  vaccinations 

■  Hc.il  Hi  guarantee 
'  Pedigree 


For  more  information  e-mail:  ■■■  [1 1  _rvari**;v 


Any  Jail 
Any  Time 

Bail  Bonds 
Fianzas 


24  Hours 
Emergency 
Service 

[Hablamosl 


Gil  Velasquez 

Tel:  954-463-2227  -  Fax:  954-463-2228 

521  S.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL,  33301 


|  •  UntwroHy  Podiatry  Associates 

^  ^  0O*td  CfrlirKiU  reyji  \  A/*ln 

aiMCTt  L  WOUMHf.  ppil,  PJLFV$a 

4601,  SOirtH  LkrwtHuti  Dt.t 
Dmh.  F.:  *c^  m2 S 
r»4)«0T>a 


getoutofjme 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


We  have  moved,  the  new  address  is ... 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33311 


■  Professional  Service 


I  MYRNA  LC 
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AN  AMERICAN  REV0UJT10N 


OVER  100 

CIISTIM  THICKS 
&  VANS  AVAILABLE! 


Special  Edition  2006 
#136/399 


Hew  Body  Swiss 
2500  a  3300 
Diesel  or  Gas 


EXCLUSIVE  DIALER  FOR 

Explorer  Van  Conversions.  Southern  Comfort  Conversions 


AVAILABLE  OPTIONS: 

Lcafliec  It i- Fold  Sola  Bed.  OnSiai  CD  Changer  Surround  Sound,  Dual  Entry  Doors. 
Ground  Effects  Packages.  20"  Wheels  a  Much  More. 

Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  loUs.  lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 


On  Pines/Hollvwood  Blvd 

Maroone  >  W85&GS 
Chevrolet 


CONTACT  GIOVANNI  VARGAS 

Ik  1  HI  CQ  htf  EiSlflH  DEFftH  rwlk  f 

Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 


mw  IHII IH  tti  urimr  MU  ItKUiMr  ■ 


Maroone 


■tiftlr  PllMnie  TtH  ■  HU WK 


Ml  mult  mma  --rn  +  ^m 

J/f-.iLikll  iktimruL 
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Announcements  <♦  Ahaabeeke  *  Nak-ohkerkecetv 


The  Hollywood  seniors  are  going  to  have  an  arts  &  crafts  and 
yard  sale  on  Sept.  17  at  the  Hot  Meals  building.  Selling  will 
begin  at  8  a. m. Employees,  community  members  and  every¬ 
one  else  are  welcome  to  stop  in  and  support  the  seniors. 


Happy  4th 
birthday  to  Alani 
Marks. 

Love, 

Your  Family 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 

CRIMINAL  LAW 


SulMdiwiii 


I  'rm  IMfv  Mbit  bw 
UiMVw  hT  Cam  !HU 


Metal  Structures,  LLC 

wk.  HUferjari  y  r  at  iLr ,  r  am 


I!i1*lI2  JU  IMHtepilliiKU 


"IWT*  f VJIJJIL /Jlf 


866-624-9100 


'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Atmss  Florida  For  Cher  20  Yean  * 


Law  Office  of  Scott  H.  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561)689-3625 
Fax:{561)686-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@bellsouth.ne1 


Happy  Birthdays 


Happy  1st 
birthday  to  Aaliyah 
Billie,  my  baby  girl. 
I  love  you  so  much! 
Love, 
Mommy 

(April),  Grandma, 
Grandpa,  Stevie, 
Tyrus,  Moses  and 
Issiah 


New  Baby 


We  welcome  new  baby  Adrianna  Cypress  Ramirez  to  our  family. 
Proud  parents  are  Marissa  Cypress  and  Pete  Ramirez. 

Adrianna  is  seen  here  with  great-gramdma  Mary  Frances  Cypress. 


Job  Opportunity 


The  Seminole 
Police  Department  (SPD)  is 
looking  for  a  Police  Service 
Aide  in  Immokalee.  A  qual¬ 
ified  candidate  should  be  a 
U.S.  citizen,  19  years  old  or 
older,  with  a  high  school 
diploma  or  GED.  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens  are  preferred.  For 
applications  call  SPD  at 
(954)  967-8900. 


In  Loving  Memory  of  Duane  Marlon  Tigertail 


February  16, 1972 -June  16,  2007 


ALL  STEEL  BUILDINGS 


Congratulations  Graduate 


My  family  and  I  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  each  Seminole  Tribe  pro¬ 
gram  and  individual  for  think¬ 
ing  and  caring  about  us  in  our 
time  of  need.  We  appreciate 
everything  that  was  done  for  us. 

Thank  you  to  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Richard  and  Anna 
Bowers,  Priscilla  Sayen,  Mike 
Tiger  and  staff,  Johnnie  Jones, 
Max  Osceola,  Cicero  Osceola, 
Holly  Tiger-Bowers,  Elaine 
Aguilar,  Delores  Jumper,  Gloria 
Wilson,  William  Osceola,  Mary 
Tigertail  and  family,  Cecilia 
Tigertail  and  family,  James  and 
Alice  Sweat,  Loni  and  Flaco, 
Bigg  and  Laquita,  aunt  Alice, 
BC  First  Baptist  Church, 
Seminole  Bible  Baptist  Church, 
Broadcasting  Department, 
Building  &  Grounds 
Department,  Education 
Department,  Hollywood 
Recreation  Department,  Connie 
Whidden  and  staff,  and  Helene 
Buster  and  staff. 

To  cousin  Jean  and 
niece  Sheila  for  cooking  good 
food  for  those  days,  and  to  all 
of  Duane’s  friends  and  their 
families  and  Duane’s  cousins. 
We  appreciate  everybody  that 
was  there  for  us. 

Duane  was  my  oldest 
child,  and  I  thank  the  Lord  for 


ZltZH7  41  tfefifl  Lanp1 1?  I]  paa_ki 


’■  a  itpvi 

i  imr,  -llw* 

lUh  Vp-Y  i 

SM'TKJmmibJ 


Laura  Billie  of 

Hollywood  graduated  with  a 
bachelor  of  art’s  degree  in  pub¬ 
lic  management  from  Florida 
Atlantic  University.  She  said  she 
plans  to  start  her  master’s 
degree  program  in  public  admin¬ 
istration  at  Nova  Southeastern 
University  in  the  2007  fall  term. 
After  her  graduate  studies,  she 
intends  to  work  for  the  Tribe. 


allowing  me  to  be  his  mother  f 
for  35  years  of  his  life  in  this 
world.  He’s  not  really  gone 
from  me.  He’s  in  my  heart  and  I 
always  will  be.  I  will  see  him  I 
again  one  day.  He  was  a  great 
and  loving  son. 

I  would  like  to  say 
thank  you  to  Deane  Hall  for  the  I 
beautiful  letter  she  wrote  to  me  " 
when  she  heard  about  my  son’s  I 
passing,  while  she  was  incar¬ 
cerated.  To  Christopher  Billie 
for  thinking  of  me  and  my  fam-  I 
ily,  I  appreciate  what  you  did 
for  me.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Anita  Osceola,  there 
must  have  been  something 
there  for  you  and  Duane.  You 
two  were  together  for  two  and 
a  half  years  and  I  know  you  are  I 

missing  him  now. 

Carolee  Nelson,  thank  I 
you,  for  taking  time  to  call  me 
to  see  if  I  needed  anything  or  if  I 
I  was  doing  OK  after  every¬ 
thing  was  over.  You’ve  been 
keeping  in  touch  with  us  for 
awhile.  Thank  you. 

Louise  and  Daisy,  we 
all  know  that  only  God  can 
give  us  comfort  and  peace  in 
our  hearts  and  give  us  strength  I 
to  go  on.  That’s  what  God  has 
done  for  me. 

God  Bless  You, 

Minnie  Tigertail 


Upcoming  Events 

Poison/Ratt 
Daddy  Yankee 
Dave  Matthews  Band 
Alice  Cooper/Queensrych 
Brad  Paisley 
Live/Collective  Soul 
Velvet  Revolver 
Ricky  Martin 
Maroon  5 
Brooks  &  Dunn 
Reo  Speedwagon/Styx 
Rascal  Flatts 
Marc  Anthony/J.  Lopez 
Miami  Dolphins 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  Hotels  +  Airlines 

305-44S-6S66  or (866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  w  w  w.  prefer  red  ultimatetraveh  com 


August  31,  2007 


-«■  *■  -  - 


Attention  Ail  Seminoies: 

R esi den t  a n d  Non  R esi dent's 

Culture  WojJrsitop 
Hollywood  Gym 
Saturday  yeprejnber  8,  2007 

10:00  a.m,  -  8:00  p.m. 

7'Jicre  ivjW  be  food  and  Drinks  provided. 


Culture  is  ashing  any  men  who 
arc  interested  in  working  the 
Cuhurai  workshop. 

Duties  are  as  Mtnvs; 

♦  Gening  Wood 
+  Wood  Caning 
►  Helping  around  (he  cooking 
Chicfree 

P/ease  call  before  .At/^usf  8.  2007 

Questions  Please  Cali 
Satosim  @  951-989-6840  ext.  J 05 J 9 


Preferred-b 


mate 


'I’uutei  &  tntertaim 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881  8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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&  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrs 
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RfOHARDm.  NORMAN 


Oplomct  rye"  Cftys  .-crJ/i 


PRESENTS: 

UPCOWINO 

CATTLE  RANCHING  EXHIBIT 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 


ft  you  have  family  merrwfolia  Of  Stone  to  1*1  to  toe 

Semritile  Cattle  handling  tnd-jst?y  p! Ease  eonteti . 

Mlchulilkli-irij 

CuiiLzB  trf  CallrtboH.  Ah  T*h  TW  Ki  Miiuum 


003-1113  EKF.12JM 

tD  arrange  far  a  trading  to  d  stusi  the  pcs&tilRY  of  isamng  your  rte  ms 
for  the  enhibiL 


Ramsey  Paint  &  Body 

CLN269 

Same  Location  Since  1964 

ICHIEF-EZ-UNER 

The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

109  S.W.  15th  Street  •  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33215 


Richard  Castill 

954-522-3500 


24  HOURS  A  OAV 


HAVE  PROTECTED  RIGHTS 
OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUE’S,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS, 


The  hiring  ol  *n  atlOJney  *  W  important  decision  dial  should  nel  t»  tigjscO  soMUy 
UpOfl  jjJvflrSiMmCinl  Richard  CaShllO  WirluKl  as  ft  PuWiC  DelOrldOr  In  0ri>j?in3 
county  From  1994M996  and  haft  been  in  private  praebM  tor  nine  years 
In  1995  he  was  voted  the  Trial  Aliamay  oT  Ihe  year.  He  graduated  From 
Capital  Unrvershy  in  T0S9  a-nd  was  adointsd  to  Ihe  Florida  Bar  m  1990, 
FedaraJ  Bar  in  1992,  and  Ihe  Federal  Trial  Bar  m  1994. 


Dr  .Vomnnn  jc-cepli  mo 5 1  viatarr 
ititamnce  pinna,  mctodmn 

S*n*bDtff  Tfib*  nf  FJbridj 


AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIN!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

*  Neck  Pain 

•  Lower  Back  Pain 

'  Headaches  |f 

•  Leg  &  Arm  Pain  ^ 
•Joint  Pain 

*  Muscle  Pain 

We  accept  your  insurance  plan.  CTO's, 

POS,  Medicare.  Auto  insurance. 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr,  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10830  Pines  BM,  ■  Pembroke  Pines 
(954)  432-5006 

r  Loured  nut  to  llally  s  thru  in  Use  tehama  Breeze  plaza.) 
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News  From  Indian  Country 


Child  Accounts  May  Alter  the  Economic  Future  of  Indian  Youth 

Indian  Country  Invited  to  Discuss  Impact  of  New  Savings  Proposal 


Barak  Obama  Pledges  Support  for 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives 


Submitted  by  NCAI 

WASHINGTON  —  Promoting 
the  importance  of  accessible  financial 
education  and  assets  for  all  Native  peo¬ 
ple,  Peter  Morris,  director  of  strategy 
and  partnerships  for  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI) 
and  the  NCAI  Policy  Research 
Center’s  (PRC),  gave  remarks  at  a 
Congressional  briefing  sponsored  by 
U.S.  Senator  Christopher  Dodd  (D-CT) 
regarding  the  Aspen  Institute’s 
Initiative  on  Financial  Security  (Aspen 
IFS)  groundbreaking  report,  “The  Case 
for  Child  Accounts.  ” 

Morris  spoke  on  a  panel  that 
included  representatives  of  major 
financial  institutions  from  around  the 
country.  Financial  stability  for  Natives 
is  a  top  priority  of  NCAI  and  the  PRC. 

The  Aspen  IFS  report  propos¬ 
es  Child  Accounts  to  launch  every 
child  bom  in  the  U.S.  into  adulthood 
with  a  substantial  financial  asset.  An 
early  financial  start  would  give  chil¬ 
dren  the  chance  to  learn  important 
financial  literacy  skills  during  their 
childhood  and  begin  their  adult  lives 
with  a  significant  asset. 

The  proposal  calls  for  an  initial 
government  endowment  of  $500  as  well 


as  matching  contributions  as  an  incen¬ 
tive  for  additional  saving  to  children  of 
low-  and  moderate-income  families. 

The  NCAI  Policy  Research 
Center  believes  the  proposal  has  the 


potential  to  meet  the  needs  of  American 
Indian  youth  to  gain  the  resources  need¬ 
ed  to  enjoy  a  healthy  economic  future. 


Morris  highlighted  the  effect  this  incen¬ 
tive  would  have  in  bringing  financial 
services  to  the  86  percent  of  Tribal  com¬ 
munities  that  lack  a  financial  institution 
within  their  borders. 

“Giving  a  voucher  to  the 
growing  population  of  Native  young 
people  will  provide  an  instant  and 
lasting  incentive  for  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  to  work  harder  and  more 
creatively  to  serve  Tribal  communi¬ 
ties,”  Morris  said. 

He  also  noted,  the  incen¬ 
tive  “will  have  a  similar  impact  in 
other  underserved  communities 
around  the  nation.” 

NCAI  President  loe  A. 
Garcia  described  this  as,  “an  excit¬ 
ing  step  forward  for  NCAI  and  our 
PRC.” 

Garcia  also  said:  “Indian 
Country  offers  insights  that  can 
refine  policy  to  better  meet  the 
needs  of  all  Americans.  We  applaud 
Aspen  IFS  for  their  desire  to  ensure 
we  are  at  the  table  as  this  proposal 
is  developed.” 

Please  visit  the  website 
www.aspeninstitute.org/ifs  to  leam  more 
about  Aspen  IFS. 


Key  Lawmakers  Give  Long-Sought  Backing 
to  Florida  Everglades  Restoration  Projects 


Submitted  by  the  Office  of  Senator 
Bill  Nelson 

WASHINGTON  —  Three 
long-sought  environmental  cleanups  that 
are  critical  parts  of  a  broader  plan  to 
restore  the  Everglades  have  won 
approval  from  key  lawmakers  in 
Congress  —  leaving  only  the  formality 
of  a  final  OK  by  the  full  Senate  and 
House,  which  is  expected. 

The  Everglades  projects  are 
contained  in  a  water  resources  bill  that’s 
taken  Congress  five  years  to  pass.  They 
include  cleanups  of  the  Indian  River 
Lagoon  running  through  five  southeast 
Florida  counties  and  the  Picayune  Strand 
in  Collier  County  near  Florida’s  south¬ 
west  coast  and  also  restoration  of  a 
1,600-acre  reservoir  in  Palm  Beach, 
Broward  and  Miami-Dade  counties.  All 
are  considered  essential  to  long-term 
plans  for  restoring  the  Everglades. 

Both  the  Senate  and  House  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  water  bill,  known  as 
WRDA,  contained  the  three  projects 
before  the  separate  bills  went  to  a  con¬ 
ference  committee  charged  with  ironing 
out  any  differences  between  the  two. 
That  committee  finished  its  work  in 
mid-Iuly,  but  the  text  of  the  bill  wasn’t 
published  until  luly  3 1 .  The  text  is  avail¬ 
able  online  at 

http://www.1ules.house.g0v/l  10/text/l  10 
_hrl495cr.pdf. 

“Finally,”  said  U.S.  Sen.  Bill 
Nelson  (D-FL),  the  Senate  sponsor  of 
the  Florida  water  projects.  “We’ve  been 
pushing  for  this  a  long  time.” 

U.S.  Rep.  Tim  Mahoney  (FL- 
16),  who  sponsored  the  Everglades  proj¬ 
ects  in  the  House  version  of  WRDA, 
said:  “The  Indian  River  Lagoon, 
Picayune  Strand  and  Site  1 
Impoundment  projects  are  an  important 
part  of  state-wide  efforts  to  restore  the 
Everglades.  This  is  a  critical  step  for¬ 
ward  in  making  Congress  keep  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  Comprehensive 
Everglades  Restoration  Plan,  which  is 
important  to  the  Indian  River  Estuary 
and  our  Treasure  Coast  economy.” 

“I  have  worked  closely  with  the 


House  Transportation  and  Infrastructure 
Committee  and  my  colleagues  from 
Florida  to  have  these  projects  included 
in  WRDA  and  will  continue  fighting  to 
get  this  bill  passed  and  signed  by  the 
president,”  he  added. 

Another  House  sponsor  of  the 
projects,  Rep.  Alcee  L.  Hastings  (FL- 
23),  said,  “My  colleagues  from  Florida 
and  I  have  been  pushing  Congress  for 
years  to  authorize  these  vital  Everglades 
projects.  This  new  Congress  made  pass¬ 
ing  WRDA  a  priority  and  I  am  pleased 
that  the  conference  report  includes  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  crucial  to  my  district  and 
the  entire  state  of  Florida  to  help  protect 
and  restore  the  Everglades.” 

Added  Rep.  Ron  Klein,  whose 
congressional  district  skirts  part  of  the 
Everglades,  “After  years  of  congression¬ 
al  inaction  to  tackle  Florida’s  Everglades 


restoration,  I  am  pleased  to  see  Congress 
reaffirm  its  commitment  to  one  of  our 
country’s  most  unique  and  fragile 
ecosystems.” 

“Although  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  still  lags  behind  the  state  of  Florida 
in  dedicated  funding,  despite  their  50-50 
partnership,  I  vow  to  keep  fighting  to 
ensure  that  the  federal  government  ful¬ 
fills  its  promise  to  restore  the  ‘River  of 
Grass’  to  its  original  splendor,”  Klein 
added. 

Passage  of  the  water  bill  has 
been  stymied  since  2002.  Previously 
both  chambers  passed  different  versions 
of  the  bill,  but  they  could  never  reach  a 
compromise.  This  year,  the  House 
passed  its  own  WRDA  legislation  in 
March  and  the  Senate  passed  its  version 
in  May. 


Everglades  Projects  Totaling  About  $1.8 
Billion  Now  In  WRDA: 

Indian  River  Lagoon  South 

The  WRDA  Conference  Report  authorizes  $1.38  billion  for  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Indian  River  Lagoon  South,  to  be  split  evenly  by  federal  and  non- 
federal  costs.  The  project  provides  for  ecosystem  restoration,  water  supply, 
flood  damage  reduction,  and  protection  of  water  quality. 

Picayune  Strand 

The  WRDA  Conference  Report  authorizes  $375,330,000  to  be  split 
evenly  between  federal  and  non-federal  costs,  for  environmental  restoration 
of  Picayune  Strand.  The  Picayune  Strand  ecosystem  restoration  plan  would 
help  increase  freshwater  flows  to  natural  areas. 

Site  1  Impoundment 

The  WRDA  Conference  Report  authorizes  $80.8  million  for  the 
environmental  restoration  of  Site  1  Impoundment,  Florida  to  be  split  evenly 
between  federal  and  non-federal  costs.  The  project  consists  of  an  above¬ 
ground  reservoir  covering  1,660  acres,  with  a  normal  water  storage  depth  of 
approximately  eight  feet.  An  inflow  pump  station  will  move  water  into  the 
preserve  from  the  Hillsboro  Canal.  Additional  project  components  include  a 
seepage  control;  system  and  remote-controlled  gated  culverts.  The  project  is 
located  in  Palm  Beach,  Broward  and  Miami-Dade  counties. 


Submitted  by  Obama  for  America 

CHICAGO  —  Recently, 
Senator  Barack  Obama  hosted  a  con¬ 
ference  call  with  leaders  from  the 
American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
communities.  Pledging  new  moves 
towards  equality,  Senator  Obama  spoke 
of  ending  disparities  experienced  by 
American 
Indians. 

Senator  Tom 
Daschle,  a 
prominent 
advocate  for 
American 
Indian  causes 
and  a  former 
member  of  the 
Indian  Affairs 
Committee, 
joined  Obama 
for  the  confer¬ 
ence  call. 

“We 

have  to  make 
certain  that 
Native 

American  chil¬ 
dren  get  the 
opportunities 
that  have  for 
so  long  been 
foreclosed  to 
them,”  stated 
Senator 
Obama. 

“Tribes 

shouldn’t  have 


to  fight  for  federal  funding  for  health¬ 
care,  education  and  other  programs. 
They’re  going  to  receive  adequate 
funding  under  my  administration.” 

Stressing  the  need  for  flowing 
communication  between  tribal  nations 
and  the  federal  government,  Obama 
continued,  “Honoring  sovereignty 

means  main¬ 
taining  an  open 
door  relation¬ 
ship.  I  want  all 
of  your  Tribes 
to  have  a  voice 
in  developing 
my  policies.” 

Nearly 
90  American 
Indian  Tribal 
leaders  partici¬ 
pated  in  the 
call,  including 
two  leaders 
already  sup¬ 
porting  Barack 
Obama’s  candi¬ 
dacy,  Chairman 
Mike  Thomas 
of  the 

Mashantucket 
Pequot  Tribal 
Nation  and 
Chairman 
Chief  Allen  of 
the  Coeur 
D’Alene  Tribe. 


Call  for  Entries  to  10th  Annual  Native 
American  Indian  Film  &  Video  Festival 


Submitted  by  ECSIUT-Cherokees  of 
South  Carolina 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  Eastern 
Cherokee,  Southern  Iroquois  &  United 
Tribes  of  South  Carolina  is  Calling  for 
Entries  to  their  successful  annual  Film 
Festival.  The  premier  venue  for  inde¬ 
pendent  Native  American  Indian  themed 
films  and  films  made  by  Native 
American  Indian  film  artists  in  the 
Southeastern  U.S.,  is  seeking  submis¬ 
sions  for  its  10th  annual  event.  The 
deadline  for  entry  submissions  is  Sept. 
20. 

Celebrating  10  years  of  bring¬ 
ing  images,  stories,  documentaries  and 
dramatic  feature  films  in  celebration  of 
National  Native  American  Indian 
Heritage  Month  to  the 
audiences  of  the  south¬ 
eastern  U.S.,  The 
Eastern  Cherokee, 

Southern  Iroquois  & 

United  Tribes  of  South 
Carolina,  Inc.,  and  the 
Columbia  Film 
Society  of  South 
Carolina  (Nickelodeon 
Theater)  will  once 
again  bring  images,  sto¬ 
ries,  documentaries  and  dra¬ 
matic  feature  films  in  to  the 
southeast. 

This  unique  film 
festival  has  put  South 
Carolina  on  the  national 
map  and  is  the  longest, 
ongoing  Native 
American  Film  Festival 
of  this  kind  in  the  entire 
Southeastern  U.S.  This  regional  festival 
draws  viewers  and  an  audience  from  all 
the  surrounding  states  including  Florida, 
Georgia,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
being  the  only  American  Indian  Film 
Festival  in  the  southeast. 

This  festival  presents  a  series 
of  films  that  are  American  Indian  pro¬ 
duced,  directed,  and  starring  Native 
American  Indian  people.  The  major  cat¬ 
egories  for  this  festival  include: 
Dramatic  Feature,  Documentary 


Feature,  Documentary  Short, 
Commercial  Feature,  Short  Subject, 
Music  Video,  Animated  Short  Subject, 
Public  Service,  and  Industrial. 

“We  are  just  a  non-profit 
organization  that  feels  this  is  impor¬ 
tant,”  said  Film  Festival  founder  and 
Coordinator  Dr.  Will  Moreau  Goins. 

“We  have  been  successful  getting  new 
independent  Native  American  and 
Indigenous  filmmakers  and  movies  to 
new  audiences  for  10  years  ...  This  has 
truly  been  a  blessing.” 

“This  year  we  will  be  transi¬ 
tioning  to  a  new  format  of  presenting  by 
establishing  a  continuing  series  struc¬ 
ture  and  therefore  we  will  be  showing 
Native  American  films  throughout  the 
year  in  four  seasons,  as  well  as  dur¬ 
ing  November,”  Goins  explained. 

In  years  past, 
this  festival  has  brought 
Native  American  pro- 
I  ducers,  directors,  asso- 
I  ciate-directors  and  fea¬ 
tured  actors  in  a  Native 
_____  American  historical 
dramas  to  the 
screenings  to  fur- 
^  ■  ther  the  audience 

understanding  of 
media  literacy  and 
the  making  of  their 
films,  by  hosting  discus¬ 
sions,  receptions,  panel 
discussions,  forums, 
galas,  receptions  and  net¬ 
working  roundtables. 

For  an  application  or  more 
information  please  contact:  Annual  Film 
Festival  of  Southeastern  USA,  P.O.  Box 
7062,  Columbia  South  Carolina,  29202, 
(803)  699-0446,  Attn:  Dr.  Will  Moreau 
Goins. 

To  get  application  form  for 
submission  with  film/video  VHS  pre¬ 
view  please  go  to 

http://www.cherokeesofsouthcarolina.co 
m  and  click  on  “Call  for  Entries.”  VHS 
(NTSC/PAL)  or  DVD  accepted  for  pre¬ 
view.  DVD  (Region  1)  or  VHS  (NTSC) 
are  preferred  formats. 
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Okalee  Milage  Hosts  First  Annual  All-Native  American  Blues  Festival 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Aug.  4 
invited  Native  American  singers  and 
musicians  gathered  at  the  Okalee  Village 
Amphitheater  to  perform  at  the  First 
Annual  Native  American  Blues  Festival. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Seminole 
Tribe  for  the  local  community  to  enjoy. 

Okalee  Village  manager  Leoma 
Poore  said  the  idea  for  a  Native  American 
Blues  Festival  came  from  Deputy 
Director  of  Promotions  Micki  Free,  Trail 
Liaison  William  Osceola  and  herself.  The 
Board  and  Council  supported  and  spon¬ 
sored  the  event. 

“We  are  hoping  to  expand  and 
call  it  ‘Native  American  Music  Festival,’” 
Poore  explained.  “We  just  want  to 
showcase  Native  American  enter¬ 
tainment  here  in  South  Florida 
among  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
at  the  Seminole  Okalee  Indian 
Village  Amphitheater.” 

Poore  said  another  goal  was 
to  promote  the  Okalee  Village  facili¬ 
ty  since  the  new  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  and  Casino  began  in 
May  2004.  She  added  that  she 
thought  the  turnout  was  good,  at  one 
point  numbering  approximately  100, 
and  hopes  to  have  a  bigger  and  bet¬ 
ter  event  next  year. 

“The  first  year  is  always 
the  toughest,”  Poore  said. 

Billed  as  America’s  No.  1 
Native  American  actor  and  star  of 
HBO’s  critically  acclaimed  and 
Emmy  award  nominated  movie  Bury 
My  Heart  at  Wounded  Knee  and 
TV’s  Law  &  Order  SVU,  Adam 
Beach  did  the  honors  as  the  celebrity 
guest  emcee.  Beach  charmed  his 
way  through  the  crowd,  introduced 
each  musical  act  and  joked  with  the 
audience  at  the  festival  to  enthusias¬ 
tic  cheers  and  applause  from  fans. 

The  Black  Hawk  Blues 
Band  from  Oklahoma  City  opened 
the  festival.  The  last  time  they 
played  in  South  Florida  was  at  the  36th 
Annual  Seminole  Tribal  Fair  in  February. 

They  were  followed  by  Blues 
Nation,  a  six  piece  award  winning  blues 
hand,  also  from  Oklahoma. 

Native  American  Music  Award 
winner  and  Indian  Summer  Music  award 
winner  Martha  Redbone  enchanted  the 
adoring  fans  with  her  music  for  the  next 
hour.  Redbone  grew  up  in  Brooklyn,  NY 
and  Kentucky  and  is  a  combination  of 
Shawnee,  African  American  and  Choctaw 
descent.  Redbone  not  only  sings  hut  said 


she  likes  to  write  from  her  own  personal 
type  of  soul-blues  based  music. 

The  award  winning  Derek 


American  Music  Award  winner, 
International  Cherokee  Film  Festival 
Award  winner,  Micki  Free.  Free  is  proud 


Miller,  bom  and  raised  on  the  Six  Nations  of  his  Cherokee-Comanche  background 


Reserve  in  Ontario,  Canada,  was  the  next 
performer.  His  hand,  the  Derek  Miller 
Band,  mesmerized  listeners  and  gained 
many  new  fans  with  their  tight  and  bril¬ 
liant  performance.  The 
singer/songwriter’s  song,  “Music  is  the 
Medicine”  of  my  soul,  the  title  track  from 
his  2002  award  winning  CD,  got  the 
crowd  going.  He  also  played  other 
favorites  including,  “Someone  Call  an 
Angel  Down”  and  “Devil  Came  Down 
Sunday,”  which  were  real  fan  pleasers. 


Derek  Miller  entertains  the  crowd  during  his  set. 


President  Richard  Bowers  said 
he  enjoyed  the  show  and  all  the  talented 
musicians,  but  especially  liked  watching 
and  listening  to  the  Derek  Miller  Band. 

“I  think  it  was  a  great  success,” 
he  said.  “You  have  to  test  the  waters 
somehow.  I  think  we  tested  good,  and  I 
believe  the  next  [Native  American  Blues 
Festival]  will  he  sold  out.” 

The  final  performer  and  headlin¬ 
er  was  introduced  by  emcee  Adam  Beach, 


and  enjoys  dressing  in  Northern  Plains 
Indian  regalia  while  enchanting  audiences 
with  his  Native  American  folk  times  on 
his  wooden  flutes. 

When  Micki  Free  and  his 
Electric  Blues  Experience  took  the  stage, 
Free  welcomed  everyone  to  the  First 
Annual  Native  American  Blues  Festival. 
He  told  the  audience  how  excited  he  was 
to  he  back  from  London,  England,  where 
he  performed  as  Aerosmith’s  opening  act 
at  a  Hyde  Park  concert  in  front  of  60,000 
fans  as  part  of  the  Hard  Rock’s  Calling 
Ambassadors  of 
Rock  Tour  2007. 

Performing 
in  the  Electric  Blues 
Experience  was  Jon 
Brant,  who  played 
bass  and  was  for¬ 
merly  with  group 
Cheap  Trick;  Curly 
Smith  on  drums, 
formerly  with  the 
group  Boston;  and 
famed  musician  and 
audio  engineer  from 
Compass  Point 
Studios  in  the 
Bahamas,  Terry 
Manning  on  key¬ 
boards. 

A  special 
guest  helping  Free 
out  on  background 
vocals  was  the 
multi-talented  Shea 
Kat,  who  is  also  a 
Tribal  dancer.  Free 
also  introduced 
Spencer  Battiest  as 
“one  of  the  finest 
young  artists  I’ve 
ever  worked  with.” 
Free  wrote  a  song 


for  Tribal  citizen  Battiest  to  sing,  “Love 
101,”  which  is  a  slow  song  with  cool  gui¬ 
tar  riffs  from  the  Electric  Blues 
Experience. 

During  Free’s  set,  he  jokingly 
said  he  would  play  all  night,  if  allowed. 
Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative 
Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  was  in  the  audience 
and  Free  asked  him  if  he  could  play  all 
night,  as  the  audience  cheered  wildly. 
Though  he  was  unable  to,  it  was  still  a 


as  our  own  three  time  Grammy®  nominee  memorable  summer  night  at  the  Seminole 
and  Grammy®  winner,  four  time  Native  Paradise. 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Tribal  citizen  Spencer  Battiest  and  Micki  Free  perform  “Love  101.” 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Derek  Miller  and  Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr. 
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Two  Smooth  Jazz  Giants  Are  ‘Givin’  It  Up’ 

George  Benson,  Al  Jarreau  to  Perform  at  Hard  Rock 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Rhythm 
and  blues  popular  singer  and  guitarist 
George  Benson  and  jazz  vocalist  Al 
Jarreau  are  teaming  up  for  a  smooth  jazz 
show  at  Hard  Rock  Live  at  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on  Oct.  17  at 
8  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  now. 

Benson  and  Jarreau  recently 
released  a  new  album  titled  Givin’It  Up. 
This  13  track  recording  features  each  of 
the  stars  on  a  new  arrangement  of  the 
other’s  biggest  hits  with  Jarreau  adding 
lyrics  to  and  singing  Benson’s  signature 
instrumental  smash  “Breezin’,”  while  the 
legendary  jazz  guitarist  delivers  a  stirring 
instrumental  version  of  the  singer’s  eter¬ 
nally  charming  hit  “Momin’.” 

Givin  ’It  Up  also  includes  cov¬ 
ers  of  Seals  &  Crofts’  “Summer  Breeze” 
and  Hall  &  Oates’  “Every  Time  You  Go 
Away,”  as  well  as  stunning  new  jazz 


vocal  versions  of  the  Miles  Davis  clas¬ 
sics  “Four”  and  “Long  Come  Tutu.” 

George  Benson  is  a  captivating 
musician  and  performer.  An  expert 
improviser  and  vibrant  entertainer, 
Benson’s  sly,  seductive  rhythm  and  blues 
style  has  earned  him  an  impeccable  repu¬ 
tation  as  one  of  music’s  most  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  engaging  stars.  Throughout  his 
career,  Benson  has  nabbed  10  Grammy 
awards. 

Pittsburgh  native  Benson  kicked 
his  career  into  gear  at  the  age  of  21  with 
The  New  Boss  Guitar  featuring  Brother 
Jack  McDuff  on  organ.  Since  then,  he 
has  released  more  than  60  albums  work¬ 
ing  alongside  legends  such  as  Lonnie 
Smith,  Ronnie  Cuher,  Miles  Davis, 
Quincy  Jones,  Chet  Atkins  and  more. 

Benson’s  recognizable  voice 
and  tempo  has  yielded  the  top  pop  hits 
“On  Broadway,”  “Give  Me  the  Night,” 


“Turn  Your  Love  Around,”  “Lady  Love 
Me  (One  More  Time),”  “In  Your  Eyes,” 
“Livin’  Inside  Your  Love,” 

“Masquerade”  and  countless  others. 

Al  Jarreau’s  innovative  musi¬ 
cal  expressions  have  made  him  one  of 
the  most  exciting  and  critically- 
acclaimed  performers  of  our  time.  An 
eight  time  Grammy  award  winner,  he  is 
the  only  vocalist  in  history  to  win  in 
three  separate  categories:  jazz,  pop,  and 
R&B.  He  won  the  aforementioned 
Grammys  within  a  span  of  four  consecu¬ 
tive  decades  —  the  ‘70s,  ‘80s,  ‘90s  and 
‘00s.  This  is  in  addition  to  scores  of 
music  awards  and  popular  accolades 
worldwide. 

Bom  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the 
son  of  a  vicar,  Jarreau’s  first  singing 
experiences  were  in  a  church  choir. 
Choosing  singing  as  his  professional 
career  and  moving  westward,  Jarreau 
made  the  rounds  in  several  Los  Angeles 
hot  spots  before  hitting  the  small  screen 
circuit  on  shows  such  as  Mike  Douglas, 
Merv  Griffin  and  David  Frost. 

In  1975,  he  was  spotted  by 
Warner  Bros.  Records  talent  scouts  and 
released  his  debut  We  Got  By,  to  critical 
acclaim.  He  followed  that  up  with  Glow 
and  his  first  world  tour  in  1977.  One  of 
Jarreau’s  most  commercially  and  artisti¬ 
cally  successful  albums  is  Breakin  ’ 
Away  (1981),  which  includes  the  hit 
song  “We’re  in  This  Love  Together.” 

In  2001,  he  was  awarded  a  star 
on  the  Hollywood  Walk  of  Fame  com¬ 
memorating  his  status  as  one  of  the  best 
singers  of  many  generations. 

Tickets  cost  $100,  $75,  $50; 
additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats  are 
reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday  through 
Saturday  from  noon  to  7p.m.  Tickets 
purchased  in-person  at  the  box  office 
will  not  incur  a  service  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  onhne  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885, 
Broward  (954)  523-3309  and  Palm 
Beach  (561)  966-3309. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by 
phone:  Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885, 
Broward  (954)  523-3309  and  Palm 
Beach  (561)  966-3309. 


Bonnie  Raitt  Will  Give  South 
Florida  ‘Something  to  Talk  About’ 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Grammy 
Award-winning  singer/songwriter  Bonnie 
Raitt  will  entertain  fans  at  Hard  Rock  Live 
at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
on  Nov.  14  at  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale 
now. 

More  than  just  a  best-selling 
artist,  respected  guitarist,  expressive  singer 
and  accomphshed  songwriter,  Bonnie  Raitt 
has  become  an  institution  in  American 
music. 

Bom 
into  a  musical 
family,  the  nine¬ 
time  Grammy 
winner  is  the 
daughter  of  cele¬ 
brated  Broadway 
singer  John  Raitt 
{Carousel, 

Oklahoma!,  The 
Pajama  Game ) 
and  accom¬ 
plished 
pianist/singer 
Marge  Goddard. 

In  1971,  Raitt 
released  her 
dehut  album, 

Bonnie  Raitt.  Her 
interpretations  of 
classic  blues  by 
Robert  Johnson 
and  Sippie 
Wallace  made  a 
powerful  critical 
impression,  but 
the  presence  of  intriguing  times  by  contem¬ 
porary  songwriters,  as  well  as  several 
examples  of  her  own  writing,  indicated 
that  she  would  not  be  restricted  to  any  one 
style. 

Over  the  next  several  years  she 
released  Give  It  Up,  Takin’  My  Time, 
Streetlights  and  Home  Plate,  but  it  wasn’t 
until  1977’s  Sweet  Forgiveness  which  fea¬ 
tured  her  first  hit  single,  a  gritty 
Memphis/R&B  arrangement  of  Del 
Shannon’s  “Runaway,”  that  she  enjoyed 
minor  commercial  success. 

With  three  more  albums  in  —  The 
Glow,  Green  Light,  and  Nine  Lives  — 
combined  with  a  constant  touring  schedule, 
Raitt’s  musical  and  artistic  integrity  finally 
hit  pay  dirt.  In  1989  she  released  her  10th 
album,  Nick  of  Time  that  soared  to  the  top 
of  the  U.S.  charts.  It  was  her  first  and  only 
No.l  album  for  which  she  won  three 
Grammy  Awards.  At  the  same  time,  she 
walked  away  with  a  fourth  Grammy  for 
her  duet  “In  the  Mood”  with  John  Lee 


Hooker  on  his  album  The  Healer. 

She  followed-up  this  success  with 
three  more  Grammy  Awards  for  her  1991 
album,  Luck  of  the  Draw  that  featured  the 
hits  “Something  to  Talk  About”  and  “I 
Can’t  Make  You  Love  Me.”  Three  years 
later,  in  1994,  she  added  two  more 
Grammys  with  her  album  Longing  in  Their 
Hearts.  Other  albums  followed  including 
Fundamental  in  1998,  Silver  Lining  in 
2002  and  Souls  Alike  in  2005. 

In  March  of 
2000,  Raitt  was 
inducted  into  the  Rock 
and  Roll  Hall  of 
Fame;  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  her  welcome 
into  the  Hollywood 
Bowl  Hall  of  Fame, 
along  with  her  father, 
in  June  2001.  Over  the 
years,  she  has 
appeared  as  a  guest  on 
over  100  album  proj¬ 
ects.  She  continues  to 
stretch  the  boundaries, 
performing  with  artists 
as  varied  as  Cape 
Verdean  singer 
Cesaria  Evora,  and 
legends  B.B.  King, 
Tony  Bennett,  and 
Willie  Nelson. 

She  is  also  an 
activist  for  charitable 
causes  including 
Musicians  United  for 
Safe  Energy  and 
Reverb,  a  non-profit  environmental  organi¬ 
zation,  as  well  as  Little  Kids  Rock,  a  group 
that  provides  free  musical  instruments  and 
free  lessons  to  children  in  public  schools 
throughout  the  U.S. 

Tickets  cost  $79.50,  $64.50  and 
$45;  additional  fees  may  apply.  All  seats 
are  reserved  and  available  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  Box  Office,  open  Monday 
through  Saturday  from  noon  to  7  p.m. 
Tickets  purchased  in-person  at  the  box 
office  will  not  incur  a  service  charge. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone: 
Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561) 
966-3309. 

Tickets  also  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets  online  at 
www.ticketmaster.com  or  charge  by  phone: 
Miami-Dade  (305)  358-5885,  Broward 
(954)  523-3309  and  Palm  Beach  (561) 
966-3309. 
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Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE  *1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


lid  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  ah  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

*  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

-  ROADSIDE  assistance _ 

works  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gel  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  ^  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


Sze  V  PONTIAC 


THE  NEW  2007  MODELS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1, 


mB* 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd„  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  BJwd.  jusl  eost  of  Snwgrass  Enpwy. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om  9pm, 

Sal  9am-6pmf  Sun  12  6pm 
SERVICE  HOURS: 

Mon-Fri  7onufipm,  Sol  7om-3pm 
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SI 00 .000  WEEKEND 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1  & 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2  !  NOON  •  TPM 

SUMMER  LOVIN'  $50,000  GIVEAWAY 
GRAND  FINALE 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3  !  $25,000  GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING 

BE  A  PART  OF  CHAIN 
REACTION  WINNING 

WHEN  YOU  WIN,  EVERYONE  WINS!* 

JUST  USE  YOUR  PLAYERS  CLUB  CARD  AT  YOUR  FAVORITE 
MACHINE  TO  WIR  YOUR  SHARE’ 


2008  CADILLAC  DTS  GIVEAWAY 

FRIDAY  AUGUST  31  GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING  9PM 


tfftlNO/ 


HO l LY WOO D.  EL 


1  SrW  f  WAY  |  LYWQQD.n  JM**  I  M.H  MOPr  AY  tjH  TflfllT  I.Ut.  AT  YAW^F 

’[>  h4k1  nntraranL  DJi|rt<n  Hi  llm  crtm  CBTO  cun  ike-yc  pnjci  cpkUt  Ihffl  mb  AAovnrtttMty  tkMtrtomlatl  1otti«w  PiBYVf  Chrb  untxrit.  Net  votf  n  ,11  prxnoter» 

CaTM  a  tTfl  Hirw^m  lor  GjAWfl  TrMJCtOn  UlChnK  £«  tHflym  CJlltl  l[Y  OHTB  *1  *  fZ 1*  ID*  HCrapCTO  IfQU  *70*  #111-  i  jamfcli-q  OADtiom,  pAQBfl  CM*  i  .BM.*&Mir  n 


Brighton  Seminole  Preschoolers  said  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  Mikasuki. 


Howard  Tommie 


The  Seminole  Tribune  asks  citizens;  “What  does  the  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary  mean  to  you?” 


The  Seminole  Tribune  Special  Section 


{{Fifty  years  —  I  think 
it’s  better  than  good  for 
the  Tribe.  I’m  very  proud. 
I’m  very  proud  of  my 
people  and  all  the 
Seminole  Tribe  in  general. 
It’s  a  great  day  for  them.?? 

—  Mitch  Osceola, 

Hollywood  Reservation 


{{I  feel  really  good  about 
it.  It’s  $Ms£oricaI 
moment.  It’s  a  big  time  for 
us.  It  means  a  lot.?? 

—  Leon  Wilcox, 

Hollywood  Reservation 


{{ I  think  it’s  a  great 
achievement.  Our  elders 
went  through  a  lot  to  get 
us  here.  We’ve  made  it  to 
the  50  year  mark  and 
hopefully,  we’ll  make  it  to 
the  75  year  mark  and  100 
year  mark.  I  can’t  wait.?? 

— Jennifer  Chalfant 
Miss  Florida  Seminole 


Tribe  Kicks  Off  50th  with  Press  Conference 
Ceremony  Takes  Place  Under  Council  Oak 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Aug.  21, 1957, 
the  members  of  the  Tribal  Council  met  under  the 
Council  Oak  tree  to  sign  the  Corporate  Charter, 
creating  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  Tribal 
Constitution,  officially  establishing  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida.  Fifty  years  later,  on  Aug.  21, 2007, 
the  Tribal  Council  again  met  under  the  historic  oak 
to  re-sign  a  mock  Constitution  and  Bylaws,  and 
kick  off  all  the  anniversary  festivities. 

At  about  9  a.m.,  event  emcee  Moses  “Big 
Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  took  the  stage,  saying  “Sho  Naa 
Bish”  to  everyone  in  attendance.  He  also  read  his 
poem,  The  Council  Oak ,  before  asking  Tribal  elder 
Betty  Osceola  to  say  the  invocation. 

The  Color  Guard,  consisting  of  eight 
Tribal  veterans,  presented  the  colors  including  the 
flags  representing  the  U.S.,  the  state  of  Florida,  the 
Seminole  Tribe,  the  Seminole  veterans  and  also  the 
POW/MIA  flag.  The  students  from  the  newly- 
opened  Brighton  Charter  School  then  recited  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  Mikasuki. 

The  entire  Tribal  Council  and  Board  of 
Directors,  including  all  reservation  liaisons,  were 
present  for  this  historic  event.  The  first  to  address 
the  gathering  was  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress. 

As  with  many  of  the  speeches  to  follow, 
the  chairman  gave  thanks  to  the  Creator,  saying 
“without  God  and  togetherness,  we  wouldn’t  be 
here  today.”  He  also  acknowledged  the  significance 
of  having  the  ceremony  beneath  the  “mighty” 
Council  Oak. 

“Oak  is  a  very  strong  wood,”  Cypress  said. 


“You  can  try  to  chop  it  down,  but  it  takes  a  long 
time.” 

Board  President  Richard  Bowers  followed 
the  chairman.  Also  like  many  speeches  to  follow, 

❖  See  PRESS,  page  35 


Seminole s  Past  and 
Present  Highlighted  in 
Theatrical  Production 


The  deer  and  the  panther  emerge  from  the  Earth. 


Luncheon  Fashion 
Show  Features  Eras 
of  Seminole  Design 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 


HOLLYWOOD  —  The  50th 


For  the  Fashion  Show  an  entire  cast  of 
Seminole  models  walked  the  runway. 


The  women  demonstrated  the 
progression  from  the  earlier  and  less  ornate 
constructions  to  more  modern  times  with 
elaborate  patchwork  designs  and  capes. 

The  men  modeled  colorful  long  shirts  as 
they  strutted  the  catwalk.  The  audience 
appreciatively  cheered  as  each  model  took 
their  turn. 

The  luncheon  began  with 
welcoming  remarks  from  emcees  Sally  R. 
Tommie,  Fort  Pierce  Tribal  Liaison,  and 
Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  Tommie 
offered  a  blessing  and  welcomed  the 
audience  to  the  event  that  provided  an 
opportunity  to  celebrate  pride  in  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  all  of  its 
accomplishments  over  the  past  50  years. 


Anniversary  luncheon  and  fashion  show 
featured  a  showcase  of  traditional  Tribal 
clothing  spanning  the  mid-1800s  to  mid- 
1900s.  The  clothing  featured  intricate 
designs  of  patchwork,  which  signified  the 
various  stages  in  the  evolution  of  Seminole 
clothing. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  In  what  marked 
the  conclusion  to  a  historic  day  of  activities,  the 
past  and  present  history  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  was  highlighted  in  a  big  way  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live  Aug  21. 

The  event  was  introduced  with  a 
documentary  video  produced  by  the  Seminole 
Broadcasting  Department.  Tribal  elders  and 
citizens  were  interviewed  and  provided  a 
personal  perspective  on  the  beginnings  of  the 
Tribe. 

Elders  offered  insight  into  how  the  Tribe 
was  formed  and  their  hopes  for  the  future,  while 
Tribal  citizens  gave  thanks  for  the  strength  and 
courage  of  the  elders  who  had  the  foresight  to 
champion  the  rights  of  the  Seminole  people. 

The  video  showcased  words  of  wisdom 
from  Tribal  elders  Betty  Mae  Jumper  and  Rev. 
Frank  Billie,  who  were  instrumental  in  the 
signing  of  the  Constitution  and  Corporate 
Charter,  which  was  the  cause  for  celebration  on 
this  special  day. 

The  full  theatrical  production,  which  was 
several  months  in  the  making,  was  a  celebration 
of  Seminole  culture  and  tradition.  A  cast  was 


❖  See  PRODUCTION,  page  34 


See  FASHION,  page  36 
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with  animal  costumes  depicting  the 
various  clans. 

Colorful  costumes  and  creative 
set  design  enhanced  the  show,  as  a  cast 
of  characters  from  Osceola  to  Billy 
Bowlegs  graced  the  stage  for  an  appre¬ 
ciative  audience. 

A  progressive  historic  timeline 
followed  on  Seminole  life  including 
key  events  in  the  Tribe’s  history  includ¬ 
ing  the  Seminole  Wars,  the  beginnings 
of  gaming  and  the  signing  of  the 
Constitution. 


Continued  from  page  1 


formed  to  entertain,  as  Tribal  Council, 
citizens,  employees  and  other  digni¬ 
taries  were  all  on  hand. 

The  production  began  with  a 
historic  synopsis  of  the  Tribe  explained 
through  the  eyes  of  Tribal  citizens,  as 
well  as  past  and  present  Council. 
Performances  on  the  origins  of  the 
Clans  within  the  Tribe,  known  as  “The 
Creation,”  were  described,  complete 


if  It's  good.  We  made  it. 
God  gave  us  another 
day.”?? 

— Annie  Jumper, 

U  Hollywood  Reservation 


Production 


if  At  least  I  know  I’m  50 
years  older.  It  makes  me 
happier.  I  thank  God  he’s 
given  me  good  days  to  be 
here  and  celebrate  along 
with  my  Tribal 
members.?? 

—  Mitchell  Cypress 
Chairman 


—  Coleman  Josh , 

Hollywood  Reservation 


if  [There’s]  a  lot  of  differ¬ 
ence  from  when  we  started 
off.  Things  were  simpler 
then.  God  has  really 
blessed  our  Tribe.?? 
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“who  went  to  Congress  and  said  ‘we ’re  not  Invited  guest  and  Seneca  Nation 

going  to  be  terminated.’”  President  Maurice  A.  John  Sr.  then  spoke  to 

Tampa  Liaison  Richard  Henry  also  the  gathering.  He  invited  all  Seminoles  to 
offered  recognition  to  the  elders  and  encour-  take  a  trip  to  upstate  New  York  to  visit  the 
aged  the  Tribal  citizens  of  today  to  “stick  Seneca  Nation.  Johns  also  presented  the 

together  and  we’ll  make  another  50  years.”  Tribe  with  a  Seneca  Nation  flag  as  a  token 

Naples  Liaison  OB  Osceola  Jr.  then  of  congratulations, 
offered  encouraging  remarks  to  the  Tribal  National  Indian  Gaming 

youth  of  today.  He  explained  to  them  that  Association  (NIGA)  Chairman  Ernie 
the  Seminole  Tribe  is  the  first  Tribe  to  ever  Stevens  was  also  an  invited  guest  at  the  50th 
purchase  an  international  corporation,  Hard  celebration.  He  extended  congratulatory 
Rock  International,  but  let  them  know  how  remarks  to  the  Tribe  “on  behalf  of  the  184 
they  can  top  that  acquisition.  gaming  Tribes”  he  represents  as  chair  of 

“I  know  right  now  you  guys  like  NIGA. 
going  to  Disney  World,”  he  said.  “Maybe  in  Director  of  Museums  Tina  M. 

the  next  50  years  you  can  buy  Disney  World  Osceola  took  the  stage  next.  She  gave  a  his- 
and  put  some  patch-  toric  account  of  how  the  Constitution  and 

work  on  Mickey.”  Bylaws  came  about.  Osceola  said  that  the 

Fort  Pierce  ceremony  with  the  Council  and  Board  sign- 
Liaison  Sally  R.  ing  the  mock  documents  is  intended  to 

Tommie  then  took  “honor  those  who  stared  in  the  face  of  ter- 

the  mic.  She  also  mination  and  said  ‘no  more.’  ” 

addressed  the  younger  “Our  Constitution  is  more  than  an 

members  in  the  audi-  inanimate  object,”  she  said.  “It’s  the  heart  of 
ence  telling  them  “the  our  people.” 

Tribe  is  here  for  you.”  Tommie  also  suggest-  Osceola  then  asked  Tribal  secretary 

ed  everyone  “remember  where  you’ve  been  to  of  28  years,  Priscilla  Sayen,  and  Tribal  Clerk 
know  where  you’re  going.”  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn  to  join  her  on 

Last  but  not  least,  Trail  Liaison  stage.  Sayen  and  Osceola-Hahn  had  each 

William  Osceola,  the  final  Tribal  representa-  Tribal  Council  member  sign  the  replica 
five,  spoke.  He  suggested  no  one  forget  their  Constitution  and  each  Board  of  Directors 
Seminole  heritage  because  “learning  the  cul-  member  sign  the  replica  copy  of  the  Bylaws, 
ture  made  us  strong.”  Osceola  also  com-  They  then  collected  the  two  docu- 

mended  the  Tribe  on  the  recent  Hard  Rock  ments  and  Osceola  said  they  will  be  kept  in 
purchase.  the  Tribal  Clerk’s  Office  in  Hollywood 

“This  organization  went  from  should  any  Tribal  citizens  wish  to  view 

poverty  to  owning  an  international  corpora-  them, 
tion,”  he  said.  “That  is  a  great  accomplish¬ 
ment.” 


Princess  Jennifer  Chalfant  and  Jr.  Miss 
Seminole  Princess  Alicia  Nunez. 

Immokalee  Tribal  Council  Liaison 
Bowers  paid  tribute  to  the  Tribal  elders  who  Elaine  Aguilar  addressed  the  gathering  fol- 
had  the  vision  to  create  a  Tribal  Constitution  lowing  Smith.  She  said  she  constantly 
and  Bylaws,  and  also  who  keep  the  Tribe  reminds  fellow  Tribal  citizens  to  not  forget 
strong  today.  their  ancestors  and  their  heritage,  in  order 

“I  want  to  recognize  the  elders  for  the  Tribe  to  be  able  to  celebrate  in 

because  they  keep  the  language  and  culture  another  50  years, 
going  so  we  can  celebrate  another  50  years,”  “I’m  always  telling  people  to 

he  said.  remember  the  old  ways  and  to  teach  their 

Miccosukee  Tribe  of  Indians  of  children  the  Indian  ways,”  Aguilar  said. 

Florida  Chairman  Billy  Cypress  attended  Brighton  Board  Representative 

the  ceremony  as  a  visiting  guest.  He  called  Johnnie  Jones  spoke  next.  He  recognized  the 
the  gathering  a  “display  of  unity”  and  con-  students  from  the  Brighton  Charter  School 
gratulated  the  Tribe  on  all  their  success.  who  were  in  attendance  at  the  ceremony, 

Big  Cypress  Tribal  Council  calling  them,  “the 

Representative  David  R.  Cypress  spoke  next,  leaders  for  the  nex 
He  said  he  hopes  “the  Council  up  here  [on  50  years, 
this  stage]  will  make  the  people  who  signed  1 

the  Constitution  proud.”  Cypress 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Represer 

Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  like  those  Osceola, 
before  him,  acknowledged  the  Tribal  elders.  youngest 
He  also  remembered  the  “Unconquered”  the  Tribe 

Seminole  who  risked  everything  to  remain  ment,  sp 
in  Florida  when  the  U.S.  government  was  around  5 
attempting  to  relocate  them  to  Oklahoma.  Tribal  el 
“I  want  to  honor  the  warriors  from  f 

the  1800s  who  told  the  federal  government  Represer 

Oklahoma,’  ”  Osceola  the  elder 


Continued  from  page 


«Our  Constitution  is  more 
than  an  inanimate  object,  it’s 
the  heart  of  our  people.  W 


We  re  not  going 
said. 

Brighton  Tribal  Council 
Representative  Roger  Smith  spoke  next.  He 
recognized  the  Seminole  royalty  in  atten¬ 
dance  including:  Brighton  Seminole  Princess 
Amber  Craig,  Brighton  Jr.  Miss  McKayla 
Snow,  Little  Miss  Krysta  Burton,  Little 
Mister  Kano  Puente,  Miss  Seminole 


Immokalee  Board  Liaison  Delores 
Jumper  spoke  after  Wilson,  only  addressing 
the  gathering  in  her  native  language.  Non- 
Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger-Bowers  fol¬ 
lowed.  She  recognized  the  Tribal  citizens 


i i It’s  pretty  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  I  was  13  or  14  when 
we  had  the  25th.  We’ve 
come  such  a  long  way  in 
the  past  25  years.  It’s  great 
to  see  the  Tribal  people 
from  all  over  and  everyone 
takes  on  such  pride.  We’re 
glad  we  could  be  a  part  of 
it.?? 

—  Michele  Thomas, 

Brighton  Reservation 


Ci\  think  it’s  about  time 
we  got  to  a  50.  It  is  a 
great  milestone.  I’m  glad 
that  some  of  the  people 
before  us  actually  got  to 
see  this  today,  and  I’m  so 
proud  and  happy  about 
my  people.?? 

—  Richard  Bowers,  President 
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Continued  from  page  33 


A  special  presentation  to  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  and  President  Richard 
Bowers  was  made  from  Vice  Chairman 
Kenneth  Reels  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Tribe  in  Connecticut.  The  presentation  was 
followed  by  Chairman  Cypress’  official  cutting 
of  the  50th  Anniversary  cake  that  was  enjoyed 
by  luncheon  attendees. 

The  fashion  show  was  the  grand  finale 
of  the  event  and  provided  a  chance  to  witness 
the  diversity,  self-reliance  and  creativity  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  through  an  expression  of 
clothing  in  what  Tommie  described  as  an 
“explosion  of  patchwork,  beauty  and  color.” 


Fashion 


ttl  think  it’s  exciting.  We 
were  pleased  that  we  could 
bring  our  whole  school 
[Pemayetv  Emahakv]  up 
here  on  their  second  day 
of  school,  ?? 

—  Louise  Gopher, 


H  All  the  struggles  that 
our  elders  went  through, 
it’s  a  lot  different  than 
what  we  enjoy  today.  The 
elderly  held  a  vision  back 
then;  somebody  started 
something  and  I’m  here 
now  to  enjoy  it.?? 

—  David  R.  Cypress,  Big  Cypre 
Council  Representative 


ii  I’m  proud  to  be  a  part  of 
a  historical  event.  I’m  glad 
that  I  could  come  home 
from  California  and  cele¬ 
brate  with  my  Tribal  fami¬ 
ly.?? 

—  Spencer  Battiest,  California 


August  31,  2007 
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A 


A 


A 


V 
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«I  am  very  proud  to  be  an 
Unconquered  Seminole 
along  with  the  very  few 
that  chose  to  remain  in 
Florida.  Survival  has  and 
will  be  our  goal  in  culture 
and  heritage  shared  by  our 
families  and  Tribe.?? 

—  Victor  Osceola, 
Hollywood  Reservation 


«The  Council  Oak 
means  a  lot  to  me  because 
that’s  where  I  grew  up, 
underneath  it.  I  didn’t 
understand  what  was 
going  on  then,  but  now  I 
do.?? 

— Judy  Baker,  Hollywood 


<41  feel  great  to  know  that 
I  was  there  for  this  cele¬ 
bration.  I  know  we  will 
continue  to  survive  and  be 
a  Tribe  together  as  one. 
Forever,  we  will  not  fall  or 
be  torn  apart.?? 

—  Shelli  Mae  Osceola, 
Hollywood  Reservation 
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Dennis  Pellarin,  Meli: 


«I  think  the  50th  is  a  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  saving  of  a 
Tribe  from  termination. 
We’ve  always  been  here. 
We’ll  always  be  here.  That 
spirit  is  from  the  warriors 
who  fought  the  govern¬ 
ment.  That  spirit  is  in  our 
blood,  ?? 

—  Max  R.  Osceola  Jr.,  Hollywood 


HI  hope  I’m  around  for 
the  next  one!  You’ve  got 
your  memories  from  today 
and  they’re  priceless.?? 

—  Wanda  Bowers,  Hollywood 


44The  signing  of  the 
Constitution  and 
Corporate  Charter  I  think 
is  a  symbol  of  genius  and 
bright  Tribal  elders.  I  also 
believe  that  our  culture  ... 
has  always  been  strong.  I 
believe  Seminoles  will 
always  be 
‘Unconquered!’?? 

— Jesse  Mitchell,  Davie 


Behind  Every  Good  Event  is  a  Great  Committee 


By  Melissa  Sherman  the  Council  Oak  has  a  function  and 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  die-  importance,  the  50th  Anniversary  con 
tionary  defines  a  committee  as  “a  person  mittee  also  maintained  this  role. 


by  the  committee  team  or  one  of  its 
members:  burlap  bags,  collector  coins, 
clothing  eras,  flowers,  casting  calls  , 


r  group  of  persons  elected  or  appointed  Contributions  big  and  small  were  made,  resigning  of  the  Constitution,  press 


to  perform  some  service  or  function.’ 
Anyone  who  has  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Seminole  Tribe  - 

of  Florida  knows  the  Tribe 
hosts  lots  events,  and  that 
means  a  lot  of  event  planning 
committees. 

The  events  have  all 
had  significant  importance  in 
one  way  or  another.  They  can 
range  from  a  20  person  appre¬ 
ciation  dinner  to  a  couple 
thousand  happy  Christmas  fV 

party  goers.  And  the  50th  \ 

Anniversary  Celebration  was 
certainly  one  of  the  most 
unique  the  Tribe  has  had.  For  ■ 
this  reason,  a  committee  was 
formed  to  make  this  event 
unforgettable. 

The  first  mention  of  1  ■ 
the  50th  Anniversary 
Celebration  was  at  a  market¬ 
ing  meeting  on  Aug.  8, 2005. 

At  this  point,  a  new  commit¬ 
tee  needed  to  be  formed  to 
handle  such  a  historic  event. 

After  going  to  the  Tribal 
Council  and  requesting 
approval,  planning  was  on  its 
way. 

Museum  Director  _ 

Tina  Maria  Osceola  was 

named  as  committee  chair.  The  com- 


s  members  were  valued  for 


their  living  knowledge  and  v 


mittee  members  included  Bobby  Frank,  Tribe.  Others  utilized  their  talents  in  more  Tribal  people  and  employees  in 

Micki  Free,  Cima  Georgevich,  Danny  organizing  meetings  or  a  pipeline  of  the  committee.  We  could  have  used  a 

Jumper,  Cindy  Malin,  Virginia  Mitchell,  communications  between  the  committee  few  people  more.  Some  members  like 


conference,  script  for  the  play,  the  video, 
commemorative  book  and  the 
— I  orchestrating  of  all  of  these  things 
together  on  the  event  day. 

Committee  chair  Tina  M. 
Osceola  was  impressed  by  how  well 
the  committee  worked  together  to 
organize  the  celebration’s  events. 

“It  was  both  a  pleasure  and 
an  honor  to  work  with  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers  and  employees  on  this  project. 
The  talent  that  people  brought  to 
the  day’s  events  was  only  out- 
%  matched  by  their  pride,”  remarked 

*  Osceola.  “I  was  also  proud  to  see 

1  <  that  the  committee’s  vision  of  our- 
1  selves  as  a  working  group  rather  than 
a  permanent  fixture  enabled  myself 
and  others  to  also  perform  the  jobs 
we  were  hired  to  do  without  the 
team  losing  focus. 

Osceola  also  expressed  pride 
in  the  committee’s  outstanding  team¬ 
work. 

“I  was  unable  to  attend  any 
I  meetings  for  the  last  several  months, 
p  But  because  of  meeting  minutes, 

#  email  and  task  lists,  we  didn’t  miss  a 
j  step;  the  true  definition  of  the  word 
**  ‘team.’” 

Virginia  Mitchell  wanted  to 
_  see  more  involvement  from  the 
Tribal  community. 

“I  would  have  liked  to  have  had 
more  Tribal  people  and  employees  in 
the  committee.  We  could  have  used  a 


i  Sherman,  Sally  and  communities.  Bee 


R.  Tommie,  Johnnie  VanDesande.  A  Trit 

community  representative  was  also  able 

assigned  by  each  council  representative,  by  p 
Members  came  together  and  thei 
brainstormed  on  how  to  recognize  the  clot 
Tribal  citizens  of  today  and  the  thei 

founders  who  made  this  day  possible. 

One  of  the  first  steps  for  the  committee  out 
was  to  name  the  event.  After  many  a  so 

wordy  attempts,  the  official  name  “The  Hoi 
50th  Anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  Ciai 
Constitution  and  Corporate  Charter,”  Ner 

was  agreed  upon.  Ren 

Some  departments,  such  as 
Seminole  Broadcasting,  wanted  to 

make  unique  contributions  to  the  fes-  - 

tivities.  Director  Danny  Jumper  p 

arranged  to  interview  more  than  60 
Tribal  citizens  and  make  a  video  on  the 
history  of  the  Tribe  —  using  the  words 
of  those  who  lived  it. 

“It  was  a  great  experience  to 
learn  from  other  Tribal  members  about 
the  early  history  of  the  Tribe  and  their  com 

thoughts  on  different  topics  and  the  ized 
importance  of  preserving  Tribal  tradi-  felt  i 

tions  while  enjoying  the  Tribe’s  eco-  proc 

nomic  success,”  said  Jumper.  insip 

The  next  steps  included  agree-  in  tl 
ing  on  an  event  date  and  creating  a  depi 

mission  statement.  The  mission  of  the  zens 

committee  was  to  develop,  promote  then 

and  produce  events  on  behalf  of  the  resu 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  to  recognize  cone 
and  celebrate  the  50th  Anniversary  of  was 
the  signing  of  its  Constitution  and  expr 

Corporate  Charter,  while  keeping  the 
integrity  of  the  rich  culture,  heritage  ly  in 
and  tradition  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  the  : 
Florida.  Han 

Many  different  ideas  came  to  wish 

the  table,  from  a  traveling  education  the  ! 
tour  to  a  parade  down  State  Road  7.  theii 
After  more  than  a  year  of  proposals 
and  budget  changes,  the  official  events  Hoi 
and  festivities  were  finalized  and  Con 

approved  by  Council.  A  task  list  was  Lak 
then  created  to  steer  the  committee  356( 

toward  its  Aug.  21, 2007  goal.  Buil 

Like  each  leaf  on  a  branch  of  Pho 


Tribal  citizens  volunteered  their  valu¬ 
able  time  in  the  production  of  the  event 


Sally  [Tommie]  and  Cima  [Georgevich] 
were  really  overloaded,”  she  observed. 
Ultimately,  she  sees  a  bright 


by  participating  in  the  show  or  offering  future  for  upcoming  Tribal  anniversary 


their  talents  to  assist  in  the  creation  of 
clothing  and  sacrificing  time  away  from 
their  normal  daily  activities. 


celebrations. 

“I  would  like  to  say  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  I  really  enjoyed  the  event.  It  was 


Some  other  contributors  helped  a  pleasure  working  with  them.  I  would 


a  sounding  board  such  as  Elrod  Bowers,  for  the  next  anniversary  event,”  she  said. 


Holly  Tiger-Bowers,  Sharon  Calderon, 
Ciara  Billie  Guerue,  Debbie  Johnson, 
Nery  Mejicano,  Elizabeth  Price,  Susan 
Renneisen  and  Gloria  Wilson. 

Almost  every  detail  was  made 


“Even  though  they  will  all  have  new 
ideas,  perhaps  the  committees  from  the 
past  can  assist  the  younger  generations 
in  future  anniversary  committees,  in  the 
75th  or  even  100th.” 


Special  Anniversary  Video 
Coming  to  a  Chickee  Near  You 


As  part  of  the  50th  Anniversary 
committee,  Seminole  Broadcasting  real¬ 
ized  this  was  a  special  celebration  and 
felt  they  should  put  their  energies  into 
producing  a  video  that  reflected  the 
insights  and  stories  from  Tribal  citizens 
in  their  own  words.  To  achieve  this,  the 
department  reached  out  to  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  from  all  the  reservations  and  asked 
them  to  take  part  in  interviews.  As  a 
result,  more  than  60  interviews  were 
conducted  and  the  direction  of  the  video 
was  developed  based  on  the  comments 
expressed. 

The  video  was  produced  entire¬ 
ly  in-house  and  was  shown  as  part  of 
the  50th  Anniversary  celebration  at  the 
Hard  Rock  Live.  Tribal  citizens  who 
wish  to  get  a  copy  of  this  video  can  call 
the  Seminole  Broadcasting  office  on 
their  reservation  to  order  a  free  copy. 

Hollywood/Ft.  Pierce 
Contact:  Seminole  Broadcasting  - 
Lakisha  Moore 

3560  N.  State  Road  7  (TeePee 
Building),  Hollywood,  FL  33021 
Phone:  (954)  985-5701,  Ext.  10720 


Big  Cypress  Reservation 
Contact:  Big  Cypress  Broadcasting  - 
Glynnis  Bowers 

Family  Investment  Center  3rd  Floor, 
HC61  Box  46,  Clewiston,  FL  33440 
Phone:  (863)  902-3217 

Brighton  Reservation 

Contact:  Brighton  Broadcasting  - 

Elizabeth  Martinez 

Broadcasting  Trailer/500  Harney  Pond 

Road,  Okeechobee,  FL  34974 

Phone:  (863)  763-6380 

Immokalee  Reservation 
Contact:  Immokalee  Broadcasting  - 
Tushka  Hill 

Administration  Building,  295  Stockade 
Rd.,  Immokalee,  FL  34142 
Phone:  (239)  867-5300,  Ext.  16468 

Tampa  Reservation 

Contact:  Tampa  Broadcasting  -  Kim 

Cartagena 

6401  Harney  Rd.  Suite  E,  Tampa,  FL 
33610 

Phone  (813)  620-2882 
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By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON 

Reservation  hosted  a  co 


on  Aug.  18  in  conjunction  with  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary.  At 
the  dinner  there  were  door  prizes  and  awe¬ 
some  food  served  by  Renegade  Barbeque’s 
Chef  Cleve  Baker.  Baker  is  a  Brighton  cit¬ 
izen  who  now  lives  in  Hollywood.  Parker 
Jones  provided  the  music  at  the  dinner. 

Brighton  Tribal  Council 
Representative  Roger  Smith  recognized 
the  elders  who  were  youth  during  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  in 
1957.  These  included:  Addie  Osceola, 


Bowers. 


id  Alice  Snow 


Brittany  Smith 


his  youth  with  the  seniors.  Judy-Bill  Osceola  enjoys  the  storytelling  of  President  Bowers. 


ttl’m  glad  to  be  here  to  be 
alive  and  well  to  see  the 
50th  Anniversary  that  my 
mother  and  grandmother 
couldn’t  be  here  to  see. 

But  I’m  here  to  see  it  for 
them.)} 

—  Leona  Tommie  Williams, 
Preschool  Director 


f  <I’m  grateful  that  were 
celebrating  this  day.  Our 
people  brought  us  to  this 
day.  I  feel  elated  with  joy 
just  being  here.)) 

—  Cicero  Osceola 
Big  Cypress 
Board  Representative 


iil’m  honored  to  be  a  part 
of  it  and  I’m  glad  my  Tribe 
has  been  around  for  all 
these  years.)) 

— Amber  Craig 

Brighton  Seminole  Princess 


Brighton  Hosts 


Community  Dinner 


August  31,  2007 


ii  I  passed  by  the  Council 
Oak  so  many  times,  but 
this  is  my  first  time  actual¬ 
ly  being  there.  I’m  so  hon¬ 
ored  to  be  here.  I’m  so 
proud  to  be  Seminole  on 
this  day  —  ‘Forever 
Unconquered!’  ?? 

—  Zach  Battiest, 
Hollywood  Reservation 


UThe  next  50  years  is 
going  to  be  interesting. 
The  Seminole  Tribe  is 
very  blessed.  We  keep 
moving  up  and  hopefully, 
the  younger  generation 
maintains.  I’m  very  happy 
to  see  this. 

— James  Billie,  Big 
Cypress  Reservation. 


The  50th  to  me  stands  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  the  Seminoles  of  Florida  have 
endured,  starting  with  the  historical  resist¬ 
ance  to  President  Andrew  Jackson’s  Removal 
policy  and  as  we  historically  succeed  our 
endeavors  for  the  prosperity  of  our  people. 
Fifty  years  from  now  my  grandchildren  will 
wonder  what  it  was  like  now  in  my  era  as  I 
wonder  how  it  was  50  years  ago  . . .  J  7 

—  Bobby  Frank,  Hollywood  Reservation. 
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Council  Passes 


Six  Resolutions 
at  Meeting 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  Sept.  6 
the  Seminole  Tribal  Council  held  a  Special 
Meeting  in  Big  Cypress.  In  attendance  at 
the  meeting  were:  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Big  Cypress  Representative 
David  R.  Cypress,  Hollywood 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr., 
Immokalee  Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar,  Tampa 
Liaison  Richard  Henry,  Naples  Liaison 
O.B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Ft.  Pierce  Liaison  Sally 
R.  Tommie  and  Non-Resident  Liaison 
Holly  Tiger-Bowers. 

Special  guest  Mary  Kim  Titla  (D- 
AZ)  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe  made 
a  pitch  to  the  council  for  prayers  and 

♦  See  COUNCIL,  page  2 


Board  of 
Directors  Holds 
Special  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Tribal 
Board  of  Directors  met  on  the  Hollywood 
Reservation  on  Aug.  23  for  a  special  meet¬ 
ing.  They  passed  the  following  eight  reso¬ 
lutions  on  the  agenda: 

Resolution  5:  Approval  of 
Timber  and  Forest  Products  Harvesting 
Policy; 

Resolution  6:  Approval  of  legal 
services  agreement  with  Trueblood  Law 
Group,  P.A.; 

Resolution  7:  School  attendance 
priority  in  all  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida, 
Inc.,  Programs  and  Services; 

Resolution  9:  Request  to  the 
Seminole  Police  Department  for  formation 
of  an  Agriculture  Crime  Unit  and 
Agriculture  Deputy; 

Resolution  10:  Approval  of  Ron 
Wherry  (Agriculture  and  Food  industry)  as 
consultant; 

Resolution  11:  Approval  of 
Buddy  Levy  (Financial  advisor  and  attor¬ 
ney)  as  consultant; 

Resolution  12:  Authority  to  pur¬ 
sue  sublease  of  the  Seminole  Okalee 
Village  Gift  Shop  to  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  for  Gaming;  and 

Resolution  13:  Approval  of  an 
application  to  sell  other  tobacco  products 
through  Seminole  Wholesale  Distributors. 


Congressman  Visits 
Pemyetv  Emahakv 

Charter  School  Hosts 
Representative  Mahoney 


(L-R)  Pemayetv  Emahakv  CEO  Sandra  Barker,  Asst.  Director  of 
Education  Emma  Brown,  Brighton  Board  Rep.  Johnnie  Jones,  U.S. 
Rep.  Tim  Mahoney  and  Assistant  Administrator  Michele  Thomas. 


Chairman  Throws  Out  the  First 
Pitch  at  Florida  Marlins  Game 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

MIAMI  GARDENS,  Fla.  —  At  the 
Sept.  10  Marlins  vs.  Nationals  game 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  was  honored  by 
the  home  team,  which  allowed  him  the  honor 
of  throwing  out  the  ceremonial  first  pitch. 
Chairman  Cypress,  a  southpaw,  threw  the 
baseball  66  feet  to  home  base  where  catcher 
and  Marlins  mascot  Billy  the  Marlin  awaited 
the  ball. 

When  Chairman  Cypress  was  asked 
if  he  practiced  throwing  out  pitches  for  this 
big  event,  he  replied  with  a  big  smile,  “When 
you’re  a  natural  bom  talent  you  don’t  need  no 
practice.” 

Chairman  Cypress  added  he  has 
played  baseball  and  softball  and  his  favorite 
position  is  playing  first  base.  But  if  he  was 
playing  in  the  majors,  he  would  prefer  to  play 
left  field. 

When  he  was  growing  up,  he  had 
aspirations  of  becoming  a  baseball  player.  It 
was  his  dream,  he  said.  But  he  never  made  it. 
When  asked  what  team  he  wanted  to  play  for 
when  he  was  growing  up,  he  answered  jok¬ 
ingly,  “Whoever  paid  the  highest;  maybe  one 
of  my  three  grandsons  one  day  will  play  for 
the  Marlins,  Anthony,  Jaylin,  and  Alex.” 

While  waiting  for  the  first  pitch  cere¬ 
mony  to  start  there  was  ample  time  to  meet 
and  greet  some  of  the  star  Marlin  players  dur¬ 
ing  their  batting  practices,  like  left  fielder 
Josh  “Hammer”  Willingham,  Catcher  Matt 


Treanor  and  Manager  Freddi  Gonzalez. 

A  small  delegation  of  famous 
Christmas  costumed  dancers  called  the 
Rockettes,  from  the  New  York  City’s  Radio 
City  Music  Hall,  were  also  on  the  field  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  Christmas  show. 

The  JumboTron  screen  at  Dolphin 
Stadium  displayed  a  message  for  lucky 
Marlin  fans  letting  them  know  that  if  their 
program  was  signed  by  Billy  the  Marlin,  they 
won  four  passes  to  Billie  Swamp  Safari. 

Cindy  Malin,  manager  of  Seminole 
Tourism,  explained  that  the  Chairman  threw 
out  the  first  pitch  because  Billie  Swamp 
Safari  is  one  of  the  Marlins’  sponsors.  She 
added  that  the  JumboTron  screen  at  Dolphin 
Stadium  has  featured  Swamp  Safari  promo¬ 
tions  since  the  All-Star  break,  also  known  as 
the  second  half  of  the  season.  This  involves  a 
ticket  giveaway  to  promote  the  Billie  Swamp 
Safari.  If  your  program  is  signed  by  Billy  the 
Marlin,  you  win  passes  to  the  Safari. 

“They’re  also  having  a  lucky  row 
contest.  During  the  game  they’ll  announce  a 
certain  section  and  certain  row  that  fans  are 
sitting  in  and  you  win  free  tickets  to  Billie 
Swamp  Safari,”  Malin  explained.  “Anytime  a 
Marlin  batter  bats,  Bilhe  Swamp  Safari  logo 
will  be  up  on  the  JumboTron  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  season.” 

Please  see  page  7  for  more  photos 
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Sioux  Ex-NFL  Great  Visits  Boys  &  Girls  Club 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

The  Boys  &  Girls  Club  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
held  a  meet  &  greet  with  for¬ 
mer  NFL  football  player  Jim 
Wame.  Wame  is  an  enrolled 
member  of  the  Oglala  Lakota 
(Sioux)  Tribe. 

After  an  entertaining 
motivational  speech  with  pos¬ 
itive  messages  to  the  young¬ 
sters,  “Big  Jim”  went  out  on 
the  field  and  tossed  the 
pigskin  around  with  the  kids 
for  some  fun-in-the-sun  exer¬ 
cise.  He  was  happy  to  answer 
the  kids’  questions  about  his 
career  and  autograph  photos 
and  footballs. 

Wame  has  also  acted 
in  movies  and  TV,  and  had  an 
action/speaking  part  in  the 
1996  movie  “The  Substitute”, 
starring  Tom  Berenger,  which 
was  shot  in  South  Florida. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  Jim  Wame,  please 
visit  his  official  website, 
www.jimwame.com. 

See  more  photos  on  page  20 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  On  a  tour  of  the  16th  District  of  Florida, 
stretching  from  the  East  Coast  to  Highlands  County,  U.S.  Representative 
Tim  Mahoney  visited  the  new  Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  on 
Aug.  27. 

The  school,  built  and  operated  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  is  a  state-of-the-art  education  facility  serving  kindergarten 
through  fifth  grade  Brighton  students.  It  offers  a  groundbreaking 
advanced  immersion  program  to  teach  and  retain  the  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Seminoles. 

Rep.  Mahoney  was  on  a  whirlwind  tour  of  the  district  during  an 
August  Congressional  recess.  At  the  last  minute  he  made  the  trip  to 
Brighton,  even  though  it  was  not  on  his  original  agenda  —  and  he  said 
he  was  amazed. 

“This  blows  me  away,”  Mahoney  told  school  administrators.  “I 
don’t  know  what  I  expected  but  this  is  very  special.  I  commend  the 
Tribe  and  everyone  involved.” 

❖  See  MAHONEY,  page  9 


Trail  Gets  a  Check-Up 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

MIAMI  —  The  Tribal  citizens  of  the  Trail  Reservation 
received  a  lot  of  beneficial  information  Aug.  28.  Present  and  future  plans 
were  discussed  for  community  improvements  and  upgrades  as  communi¬ 
ty  members,  Tribal  representatives  and  employees  met  at  the 
Miccosukee  Resort  and  Convention  Center. 

Trail  Liaison 
William  Osceola  and 
Board  President  Richard 
Bowers  were  both  joined 
by  a  host  of  Tribal  depart¬ 
ments  in  attendance 
including:  Emergency 
Management,  Housing, 

Family  Services  and 
Education. 

According  to 
Housing  Director  Troy 
Clay  there  are  several 
issues  and  projects  which 
continue  to  be  addressed 
such  as  generator  replace¬ 
ment,  chickee  develop¬ 
ment,  housing  property 
clearance  and  land  policy 
issues.  However,  he  said 
the  evening  presentation 
was  a  success. 

“I  think  it  went 
well  for  the  most  part,” 

Clay  said. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Housing  Director  Troy  Clay  (L)  and  Trail 
Liaison  William  Osceola  (R)  discuss 
housing  plans  for  Trail. 
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Photo  Challenge 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Do  you  know  this  man?  His  picture  was  taken  in  1943. 

Please  see  the  Oct.  12  issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  the  answer. 


Tribune  Submission  Form 

Attention  Seminole  tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The  Seminole 
Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information  provided 
below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call  The 
Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  4,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Our  fax 
number  is  (954)  965-2937.. 

Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

MOTHER:  _ 

FATHER:  _ 

CHILDREN:  _ 

GRANDPARENTS:  _ 

CLAN:  (OPTIONAL) _ 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  mailed  back  to  you, 
please  include  your  mailing  address. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  _ 

DATE:  _ 
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If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  1260,  fax  (954)  967-3482,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  Florida  33024. 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  October  12,  2007 

Deadline:  September  26,  2007 

Issue:  November  2,  2007 
Deadline:  October  17,  2007 

Issue:  November  23,  2007 

Deadline:  November  7,  2007 

Issue:  December  14,  2007 

Deadline:  November  28,  2007 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 
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The  Big,  Bad  Wind 


By  Betty  Mae  Jumper 

[Editor ’s  Note:  This  is  a  re-print 
of  Betty  Mae  Jumper  s  article  that 
appeared  in  the  Sept.  4,  1992  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune.] 

I  can  say  the  Seminole  and 
Miccosukee  Tribes  are  lucky  to  go  through 
the  “Big,  Bad  Wind;”  as  the  Indians  called 
it. 

The  Hollywood  Seminole 
Reservation  had  trees  knocked  down  and 
some  damage  to  the  houses,  but  not  as  bad 
as  the  Miccosukee  Tribe  out  on  the 
Tamiami  Trail.  Many  homes  were 
destroyed  and  there  is  no  water  or  electrici¬ 
ty.  The  Hollywood  Seminole  Reservation 
had  no  electricity  for  two  days  and  two 
nights,  but  never  lost  any  drinking  water, 
as  most  places  did. 

At  the  edge  of  Miami,  Homestead 
and  other  areas  of  Miami,  the  Big,  Bad 
Wind  took  almost  everything  as  it  ripped 
across  the  edge  of  Florida.  You  don’t  know 
what  it’s  like  unless  you’ve  been  through 
it,  many  people  are  finding  out. 

The  first  bad  hurricane  I  went 
through  was  when  I  was  around  2  years 
old.  My  great-uncle  Jimmy  Gopher  cut 
down  swamp  cabbage  palm  trees  and 


Bridge  down  in  Brighton. 


the  water  went  down  to  about  a  foot  deep. 
So  when  the  sun  came  out  she  said  the  old 
rooster  would  fly  to  a  table  where  they 
used  to  eat  and  start  crowing  away. 


One  little  house  was  completely  destroyed. 


nailed  boards  across  the  plant  logs,  about 
six  logs.  Then  he  tied  or  chained  it  to  big 
oak  trees,  and  covered  canvas  over  it, 
forming  a  platform.  He  nailed  it  down  in 
front  where  he  thought  the  storm  was  com¬ 
ing. 

He  then  put  a  four  foot  long  pole 
to  stand  in  the  middle  of  the  flat  barge  he 
made.  When  the  high  winds  started  getting 
bad,  he  made  us  all  get  on  it.  I  don’t 
remember,  but,  my  mother  said,  “We  was 
on  it.”  They  cut  the  chickens  down  and  put 
the  dogs,  chickens  or  whatever  they  had 
under  it.  My  aunts,  my  grandmother,  my 
mother  and  us  kids  were  under  this  tent  on 
this  barge-type  platform. 

Uncle  Jimmy  was  sitting  at  the 
edge  telling  us  to  sit  still  or  lay  down.  My 
mother  said  in  an  hour  or  so  the  wind  start¬ 
ed  blowing  hard  and  the  water  started  to 
get  higher  and  higher.  We  started  swinging 
back  and  forth.  My  great  uncle  said  that  if 
the  chain  broke  we’ll  only  be  floating  until 
we  land  on  higher  land,  so  don’t  be  afraid. 

It  rained  hard  all  night,  but,  the 
Big,  Bad  Wind  passed  over,  breaking  soft 
trees  and  some  chickees.  I  don’t  know  how 
my  great-uncle  knew  the  storm  was  com¬ 
ing,  but  he  got  things  ready  for  his  family 
to  stay  in. 

The  water  got  real  high,  about 
three  feet,  my  mother  said,  but,  at  daylight 


A  few  days  later  when  the  news 
came  to  them,  they  heard  across  the 
Okeechobee  Lake  thousands  of  people  died 
and  the  water  went  into  some  places  as 


*  Council 

Continued  from  page  1 

financial  support  for  her  bid  to  serve 
Arizona’s  1st  Congressional  district  in 
the  U.S.  Congress.  Titla  has  spent  more 
than  20  years  working  as  a  TV  News 
Reporter  in  Arizona.  She  is  the  publisher 
of  Native  Youth  Magazine  online. 

The  six  resolutions  the  Council 
passed  are  as  follows: 

Resolution  4:  Approval  of 
Transaction  Documents  to  be  Executed 
in  Connection  with  the  Issuance  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  Special 
Obligation  Bonds,  Series  2007 A  and 
Series  2007B;  Authorization  for  an 
Additional  Nine  Million  Dollars 
($9,000,000)  in  Financing;  Limited 
Waiver  of  Sovereign  Immunity; 

Resolution  5:  Approval  of 
Approval  of  KDL,  Inc.,  Contract  to 
Construct  the  Improvements  to  South 
Boundary  Road  on  the  Big  Cypress 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 


high  as  eight  feet  and  the  houses  were  car¬ 
ried  off  into  broken  pieces. 

My  great  uncle  told  his  family: 
“God  knows  we  were  here.”  We  was  on  the 
southeast  side  of  Okeechobee  Lake.  No 
Indians  lost  their  lives,  but,  many,  many 
non-Indian  people  did. 

My  mother  said  it  was  a  sad  story 
to  have  gone  through  the  strongest  and 
worst  storm  she  had  ever  been  through. 
They  lost  most  of  their  clothes  and  food, 
but,  what  little  they  buried  in  the  lard  cans 
were  safe,  the  few  clothes  they  took  with 
them  under  the  tent  they  made  out  okay. 

When  I  was  a  teenager  I  went 
through  another  hurricane  storm  making 
wind  around  one  hundred  miles  per  hour. 
We  all  went  to  a  rock  pit  which  was  near 
our  home.  Then  in  1947  we  went  through  a 
125  mile  an  hour  hurricane  wind  storm, 
which  put  Davie  under  water.  The  only 
way  we  all  got  out  of  town  was  to  go  to 
Hallandale  Road. 

There  have  been  more  storms,  but 
we’ve  been  getting  only  the  edge  of  the 
storms,  so,  I  guess  we  had  it  coming.  I 
hope  the  rest  stay  out  in  the  water  and 
don’t  come  out  on  the  land  again. 

Another  thing  my  great-uncle 
Jimmy  did  was,  he  would  put  two  big  axes 
in  the  ground,  turned  down  so  they  would 
be  facing  the  storm  coming.  My  mother 
used  to  tell  me  that  all  Indians  would  know 
how  strong  the  winds  were  going  to  be. 

My  prayers  for  the  people  who 
went  through  the  storm  and  lost  every¬ 
thing.  Help  will  reach  them  and  hopefully 
some  way  they’ll  get  some  place  to  stay. 


Resolution  6:  Approval  of 
KDL  Underground  &.  Development, 

Inc.,  to  Perform  Paving  Improvements 
on  the  Existing  Access  Roads  on  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  7:  Approval  of 
Mindbank  Consulting  Group  of  Denver, 
LLC,  Second  Services  Agreement  for 
Tower  Work  on  the  Big  Cypress  and 
Immokalee  Reservations; 

Resolution  8:  Approval  of 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Big  Cypress 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation  Roads 
Transportation  Program  Funds  and 
Setting  of  FY  2007  Tribal  Transportation 
Funds  Priority  List;  and 

Resolution  9:  Approval  to 
Contribute  Towards  a  Settlement  with 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  and  Enter 
Into  an  Indemnity  Agreement  with 
Power  Plant  Entertainment,  LLC  and 
Mutual  Release  with  Other  Contributors 
to  Settlement  with  Internal  Revenue 
Service;  Limited  Waiver  of  Sovereign 
Immunity. 


Letters  1  Naa  k-  cnchaok-  h  aches  h  fccke '  Nakhoce  Accntuthoy  vt 


Dear  Editor, 

I  seem  to  remember  that  the 
Seminoles  did  not  sign  a  treaty  with  the 
U.S.  until  sometime  in  the  1950s.  Could 
you  tell  me  when  it  was  finally  signed? 
Thank  you, 

Floyd 

Dear  Floyd, 

Thank  you  for  your  inquiry.  The 
Seminoles  never  signed  a  peace  treaty; 
however  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
did  become  a  federally  recognized  Tribe 
in  1957.  This  began  a  new  era  of  political 


identity  for  the  Seminoles. 

Sincerely, 

Tina  M.  Osceola 
Director  of  Museums 

Dear  Editor, 

Thank  you  for  sponsoring 
Amokura,  who  were  spectacular.  The  show 
was  an  uplifting  experience  for  all  and 
much  appreciated  by  my  mother  and  me. 

You  have  chosen  a  wonderful 
means  of  sharing  the  rewards  you  are  now 
receiving  by  ingeniously  turning  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  history  into  a  well  deserved  present 


and  future.  I  hope  you  will  use  your  good 
fortune  to  continue  to  bring  us  more  fasci¬ 
nating  and  moving  cultural  experiences.  1 
now  feel  obligated  to  lose  at  least  $100  at 
the  Hard  Rock! 

Thanks  again  for  Amokura  who 
were  also  very  generous  with  their  time 
after  the  show. 

Sincerely, 

Howard  Sher 

Hollywood 

Please  see  the  story  on 
Amokura  on  page  5. 


Corrections 


Photo  Challenge  Answer 


In  the  Aug.  3 1  issue  of  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  a  caption  misidentified 
the  Brighton  Pemayetv  Emahakv  students 
(pictured  above)  as  the  Brighton  Preschool 
students.  The  Pemayetv  Emahakv  students 
recited  the  Mvntelv  (Pledge  of  Allegiance) 
in  Creek  at  the  press  conference  for  the 


Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary  celebration. 


In  the  story  titled  “4-H  Youth 
Travel  to  Nation’s  Capital”  from  Aug.  3 1 
issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune,  Brenda 
Toineeta  Pipestem  (Cherokee)  was 
misidentified  as  Juanita  Pipestem. 


Billie  Stewart  and  grandson  Frances 
Osceola 
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Iretta  Tiger 

Veterans  unfold  the  Sept.  11  flag  that  was  lent  to  the  Pequots  for  a  pow-wow. 


Princesses,  Reps.  Attend  Schemitzun  2007 

By  Iretta  Tiger 

MASHANTUCKET,  Conn.  — 

On  Aug.  23  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Tribal  Nation  began  its  annual 
Schemitzun,  or  Feast  of  Green  Com  and 
Dance,  celebration.  This  four  day  event 
is  the  largest  Native  American  pow-wow 
in  Indian  Country. 

Every  year,  the  newly  crowned 
Seminole  Princesses  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  Schemitzun’s  Grand  Entry. 

Representing  the  Seminole  Tribe  were 
2007-2008  Miss  Seminole  Princess 
Jennifer  Chalfant  and  2007-2008  Miss 
Brighton  Amber  Craig.  Also  attending 
Schemitzun  were  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola  and  Board  President  Richard 
Bowers. 

This  was  the  first  time  Chalfant 
and  Craig  had  been  to  Schemitzun.  Both 
princesses  said  they  loved  the 
Connecticut  scenery  and  were  enjoying 
the  pow-wow. 

Among  the  many  vendors  at  the 
annual  pow-wow  were  the  Cooleys. 

Sculptor  Bradley  Cooley  and  his  wife 
Linda  displayed  his  numerous  creations 
of  Seminole  warriors,  including  a  life- 
size  statue  of  Osceola. 

This  year,  Schemitzun  added  a 
new  category,  Hand  Drum,  in  their 
singing  contest.  In  this  category  chum 

groups  performed  on  smaller  individual  Seminole  princesses  enjoy  an  inter-Tribal  dance  at  Schemitzun. 
hand  held  chums  instead  of  the  usual 


Iretta  Tiger 

The  princesses  pose  with  Tampa  Tribal  citizens  and  Osceola  at  Schemitzun. 


large  group  chum.  The 
songs  required  for  the 
competition  were  fast  in 
tempo  and  complicated 
in  drum  beats.  Bear 
Creek  took  top  honors 
in  this  category. 

During  the 

Grand  Entry  on  Aug.  25 
a  very  special  event 
happened.  At  a 
Massachusetts  pow¬ 
wow  earlier  in  2007,  the 
Pequot  Tribe  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  an 
American  flag  from  the 
September  11  tragedy 
on  loan  for  their  pow¬ 
wow.  All  the  veterans  at 
Schemitzun  were  called 
on  to  unfold  the  flag 
and  present  it  while  a 
“Victory  Song”  was 
performed.  The  flag 
was  presented  in  memo¬ 
ry  of  those  who  lost 
their  fives. 

Schemitzun 
2008  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  21-24.  For  more 
information  please  visit 
www.  schemitzun.  com. 


Tribal  Citizens  Teach  Seminole  Culture 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Josephine  Villa  sat  in  one 
comer  of  the  Brighton  Gym  at  a  lunch  table  piled  with 
fabrics  on  Aug.  31.  There,  she  was  teaching  an  ancient 
traditional  Indian  craft  —  turban  sewing.  Villa  was 
one  of  many  arts  and  crafts  teachers  working  with  new 
learners  that  filled  the  gym  for  Brighton’s  Culture 
Workshop,  a  three  -  day  event  running  from  Aug.  31- 
Sept.  1. 

“I  am  only  teaching  the  basics,”  said  Villa, 
who  demonstrated  a  turban  she  had  created.  “They  can 
add  coins  or  feathers  later.” 

“I  taught  myself  how  to  make  traditional 
clothing,”  she  added.  “I  look  at  something  someone 
made  to  see  how  they  did  it.  I  watched  my  mother  for 
years  and  years  and  that’s  how  I  learned,  too.” 

Seminole  men  wore  colorful  turbans  in  the 
late  1800s  up  to  the  20s  and  30s,  she  said.  According 
to  Villa,  turbans  were  worn  all  the  time,  not  just  on 
special  occasions.  Turban  sewing  is  rare  and  consid¬ 
ered  an  art,  with  a  turban  usually  selling  for  about 
$200. 

The  workshop  attracted  many  Tribal  citizens 
who  had  the  chance  to  work  on  one  or  more  projects 
under  the  tutelage  of  some  highly  skilled  artisans  of 
the  Tribe.  Many  of  the  teachers  were  elders.  Tables 
were  set  up  where  the  following  crafts  were  taught: 
woodcarving,  basketry,  doll  making,  beading,  sewing 
patchwork  and  Seminole  clothing  and  turban  sewing. 

This  is  the  second  time  a  culture  workshop 
was  organized  at  Brighton  by  Holly  Tiger-Bowers, 
non-resident  liaison.  She  said  that  three  -  day  work¬ 
shops  are  very  popular  in  Hollywood  and  she  wanted 
to  try  it  at  Brighton.  She  encouraged  Tribal  citizen 
non-residents  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

“It  makes  them 
feel  closer  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  gives  them  a 
place  to  learn  about  the 
culture,”  she  said. 

“Representative  Roger 
Smith  and  I  are  trying  to 
make  people  feel  we  are 
one  community,  not  sepa¬ 
rate  communities.” 

From  the  full 
parking  lots  and  filled 
tables,  it  seems  it  was  a 
big  hit. 

“Hopefully  this 
workshop  will  spark  an 
interest  in  learning  how 
to  create  traditional  arts 
and  crafts  and  people  will 
go  over  to  the  Culture 
and  Education 
Department  to  finish  their 
projects  and  learn  more,” 
said  Tiger-Bowers. 

She  said  she  was  also  pleased  to  see  so  many 
children  taking  part. 

“There  are  beginning  sewers  here  and  some 
with  more  experience  that  want  to  try  something  new,” 
she  said.  “I  am  going  to  try  to  make  a  turban  because  I 
was  taught  differently  than  Josephine.  I  want  to  learn 
how  to  do  it  her  way.” 

With  the  help  of  her  staff,  Tiger-Bowers  piled 
tables  high  with  an  assortment  of  colorful  fabrics,  and 
rows  of  rickrack.  Sewing  machines  were  set  up  at  sev¬ 
eral  tables  and  with  everyone  sewing  at  once  it  created 
a  buzz  in  the  building. 

At  the  opposite  side  of  the  gym,  Diane  Smith 
was  teaching  beading  to  diligent  students,  mostly  chil¬ 
dren.  They  were  learning  to  make  beautifully  pat- 


Shula  Jones  teaches  doll  making. 


Cloe  Chalfant  (L)  and  Krysten  Smith  (R) 


temed  bracelets  with  the  help  of  a  loom.  Beading 
brings  out  creativity  in  the  children,  according  to 
Smith. 

“They  create  their  own  patterns  and  it 
improves  their  motor  skills;  that’s  for  sure,”  Smith,  the 
former  preschool  teacher, 
said.  “You  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  how  well  the  little 
ones  at  the  preschool  can 
bead.” 

Mary  Jo  Micco 
taught  beading  alongside 
Smith  as  well  as  helped 
out  Judy  and  Shula  Jones, 
who  taught  doll  making. 
The  elder  Jones  produced 
many  perfect  doll  heads 
and  torsos;  her  fingers 
always  busy  and  steady, 
while  impatient  children 
jumped  about.  Doll  mak¬ 
ing  takes  time,  and  she 
and  her  daughter  patiently 
worked  with  the  excited 
children  coming  by  to  try 
this  craft. 

All  the  partici- 

Susan  Etxebarria  PantS  COuld  trY  anY  art  0r 

craft  and  if  they  did  not 
finish  their  piece  they 
—  could  take  it  home,  and 
get  help  later.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  did  finish  more  than  one  project,  like  Brooke 
Osceola  who  made  two  dresses  in  two  days.  She  was 
assisted  by  teacher,  Addie  Osceola,  who  had  little 
coaching  to  do  with  this  already  proficient  seamstress. 

There  were  other  teachers  helping  out  who 
should  be  thanked  as  well  for  their  contributions.  They 
were  Joey  and  Michael  Micco  and  Chris  Jimmie 
teaching  woodcarving  and  Penny  Jimmie,  Agnes  Bert 
and  Trisha  Osceola  teaching  basket  making.  Nikki 
Urbina  was  just  one  of  the  students  working  on  basket 
making,  under  the  instruction  of  these  three  ladies. 

“I  told  my  mom  [Stella  Tommie]  just  the 
other  day  that  this  was  something  I  wanted  to  learn  to 
do  and  then  they  offered  this  workshop,”  Urbina  said. 
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We  are  seeking  enthusiastic  Rockers 


Vacation  Time  (FT) 


Oliver  Wareham 

(L-R)  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Sue  Jane  Bert,  BC  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola,  BC  Council  Rep.  David 
Cypress,  Deacon  Joe  Osceola  and  Pastor  Arlen  Payne  breaking  ground  for  the  fellowship  hall. 

Fellowship  Hall  for  New  Testament  Baptist  Church 


JOB  FAIR  ON  OCTOBER  3,  4  *  5  •  9AM -5 PM 

IN  THE  SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  BALLROOM 

Br-ng  phDta  ID  jnd  £aoj|  iexuriCy  card  for  an  the-ipnE.  hir.rg 


WANNAbe 

STARTING 

SOMETHING? 


Fresh  Harvest  Marketplace; 

Seven  Kitchens*  One  Legendary  Dining  Experience 

*  Sous  Chefs  ■  4  positions 

*  Line/lpLlve  Action''  Station  Cooks  -  42  positions 

*  Pantry/ Prep  Cooks  - 15  positions 

*  Culinary  Runners  -  25  positrons 

*  Servers  41  positions 

*  iussers/Server  Assistants  -  20  positions 

*  Hosts/ Hostesses -15  posit  ions 

RECRUITMENT  HOTLINE 
81 3.627.7875 


Oliver  Wareham 

Sue  Jane  Bert  and  Mitchell  Cypress 


Judy  Weeks 

General  Contractor  David  Nunez  and  his  daughter, 
Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Alicia  Nunez. 


We  Offer: 


■  Employee  Discounts 
at  the  Hard  Rock  Retalf 
Store  &  QodyRock  Spa 


WORK  HARD,  PLAY  HARD. 

StMlNOLiMARDfiQCK  COM 
I  4  ai  Horrd  Oi  tent  ftoid 


Hard  tfofft 
lEnnsm 


TAMPA 


*  Company  Paid  Medical 
Benefits  (FT) 


*  Company  Contributed 
40i (k)  Plan 


*  FREE  Staff  Meals 


-  DRUG  FREE 
WORKPLACE 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  It  was  another  milestone 
for  the  New  Testament  Baptist  Church  at  Big  Cypress 
on  Aug.  7,  when  Tribal  officials  and  community  mem¬ 
bers  broke  ground  for  the  long  awaited  Fellowship 
Hall.  Organized  in  1966,  the  church  has  a  lengthy, 
beneficial  history  of  service  to  its  community  and 
recently  celebrated  its  40th  Anniversary. 

A  local 

landmark,  the  church 
was  founded  by 
Frank  Billie  with  the 
assistance  of  Pastor 
Bill  Osceola  from 
the  Mikasuki  Baptist 
Church  in 
Hollywood  in  an 
effort  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  growing 
community  at  Big 
Cypress.  In  the  beginning,  a  chickee  was  constructed 
on  the  piece  of  ground  designated  for  the  church  and  it 
served  the  congregation  well  during  the  first  years, 
drawing  new  members  like  the  George  Osceola  family 
from  as  far  away  as  the  Tamiami  Trail  and  other  reser¬ 
vations. 

The  church  and  its  needs  grew  steadily  and  a 
permanent  structure  was  eventually  built  using  volun¬ 
teer  labor  during  the  early  1970s.  That  building  has 
sustained  a  few  face  lifts  over  the  years  and  still 
serves  as  the  sanctuary  for  its  congregation.  The  cook¬ 
ing  chickee  was  replaced  with  a  kitchen  and  dining 
room  by  the  late  1970s.  However,  as  time  rolled  on,  so 
did  this  building  and  it  eventually  had  to  be  demol¬ 
ished. 

Many  of  the  adults  attending  the  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony  had  grown  up  in  this  church  and 
consider  it  a  piece  of  their  history. 

However,  no  one  could  compare 
their  membership  to  that  of 
Deacon  Joe  Osceola,  who  has 
called  this  church  his  spiritual 
home  for  nearly  40  years. 

Unfortunately,  former  Pastor 
Frank  Billie  and  his  wife,  Eddie, 
were  unable  to  attend  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  due  to  advanced  age  and  fail¬ 
ing  health,  hut  were  with  their  fel¬ 
low  parishioners  in  spirit. 

Pastor  Arlen  Payne,  who 
took  over  the  helm  of  the  church 
two  years  ago,  had  the  pleasure  of 
officiating  on  this  most  important 
occasion.  Quoting  from  the  Book 
of  Acts,  he  described  what  the 
Bible  had  to  say  concerning  sanc¬ 
tuaries  of  this  kind  and  indicated 
that  this  building  facilitates  all  of 
these  things. 

“Fellowship  means  peo¬ 
ple  sharing  life,  breaking  bread 
and  eating  with  gladness,”  he 
recited.  “I  can  tell  you  that  we  do 
all  of  these  things  with  joy  in  our  hearts.” 

Pointing  to  the  site  of  the  future  Fellowship 
Hall,  Suzie  Kippenberger  said:  “As  you  can  see  from 
the  architectural  rendering,  this  will  be  a  very  attrac¬ 
tive  one  story  building  comprised  of  5,388  square  feet 
under  air  conditioning.  There  are  actually  two  projects 
in  one. 

“The  Fellowship  Hall  will  consist  of  4,791 
square  feet  and  be  divided  into  a  lobby,  kitchen,  din¬ 
ing  room,  three  classrooms  and  bathrooms.  The  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  rear  of  the  church  is  597  square  feet  and 
will  provide  a  stage,  baptistery,  office  and  bathroom 
facilities.  Concrete  masonry  with  membrane  roofing 
will  be  used  in  the  construction.  Future  additions 
could  possibly  include  a  playground,  outdoor  seating 
area  and  pavilion.” 

According  to  Kippenberger,  the  project  is  “a 
joint  effort”  with  support  coming  from  many  angles, 
including  the  Tribal  Council,  the  Church  Committee, 
Deacon  Joe  Osceola  and  Rev.  Payne.  She  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  hard  work  of  others  as  well. 

“The  general  contractor  is  Seminole  Design- 
Build,  Inc.  from  Okeechobee,”  she  said.  “Tribal  mem¬ 
ber  David  Nunez  and  his  associate  Brian  K.  Ward  are 
here  today  representing  the  contracting  firm  and  look 
forward  to  getting  this  project  started  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.” 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  gave  a  brief 


explanation  of  the  long  term  planning  for  a  project  of 
this  magnitude. 

“I  know  how  much  the  Fellowship  Hall 
means  to  the  members  of  this  church  and  how  long 
they  have  waited  to  see  it  materialize,”  he  said.  “A 
quick  glance  at  the  proposed  structure  indicates  that  it 
will  have  been  well  worth  the  wait.” 

Councilman  David  Cypress  remarked: 
“Church,  recreation  and  school  create  an  inherent, 
healthy  community.  Our  society  prospers  when  we  all 
work  together  with  total  involvement.  This  is  what 
creates  a  future  for  the  genera¬ 
tions  that  follow  in  our  foot¬ 
steps.  I  remember  this  church  as 
a  hoy  and  what  it  has  meant  to 
its  congregation  and  am  proud  to 
have  a  part  in  helping  it  to  grow 
and  continue  to  thrive.” 

Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Cicero  Osceola 
reminisced  about  the  old  hall 
that  would  frequently  go  under¬ 
water. 

“This  did  not  dampen 
the  spirits  of  the  congregation, 
who  moved  forward  with  a  smile 
and  broke  bread  together  here 
for  many  years,”  he  said. 

Junior  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Alicia  Nunez  said:  “I 
may  be  only  14  years  old,  but  I 
recognize  the  importance  of  reli¬ 
gion  to  every  community.  This 
undertaking  is  awesome  and  I 
feel  sure  that  God  is  watching 
over  us  today.  With  His  help  this 
will  further  strengthen  our  peo¬ 
ple  and  be  a  building  block  to  the  future.” 

Deacon  Joe  Osceola  spoke  to  the  gathering 
briefly  in  Mikasuki  about  the  importance  of  this  proj¬ 
ect  to  the  church  and  recalled  its  early  history. 
Thanking  everyone  for  their  participation,  he  offered 
the  blessing  in  anticipation  of  the  groundbreaking 
event  luncheon. 

With  members  of  the  congregation  gathered 
in  the  background,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Sue 
Jane  Bert,  BC  Board  Representative  Cicero  Osceola, 
BC  Council  Representative  David  Cypress,  Deacon 
Joe  Osceola  and  Rev.  Arlen  Payne  donned  hard  hats 
and  taking  their  shovels  in  hand  officially  broke  the 
ground  for  the  new  fellowship  hall. 
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Ongoing  Exchange  of  Seminole,  Maori  Cultures  With  Presentation  by  Amokura 
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Members  of  Amokura  on  stage  with  several  Seminole  Tribal  citizens. 


prepare  a  Seminole  dinner  for  the  VIP  reception  so 
that  our  Maori  guests  could  sample  some  ‘Indian 
Food’  —  food  that  the  Seminole  as  well  as  other 
Native  people  enjoy,”  said  Robert  North. 

There  was  a  more  formal,  more  traditional 
welcome  ceremony  at  7  p.m. 

Maori  hip-hop  artist,  Katrina,  kept  the  grow¬ 
ing  crowd  engaged,  as  she  performed  several  tracks. 
Then  came  the  brilliant,  evocative  songs  of  Tribal  citi- 


Seminole  Tribe  in  a  traditional  dance. 


zen  and  fast-rising  singer/songwriter,  RC  North  Jr. 
Performing  beside  North  was  Soni  Moreno,  a  member 
of  the  Native  American  band,  Ulali  who  were  featured 
on  a  CD  by  Robbie  Robertson  (Mohawk). 

When  Seminole  emissaries  were  visiting  the 
Maori  in  New  Zealand,  noted  Robert  North,  they  too 
went  through  a  “Traditional  Formal  Welcome 
Exchange,”  or  a  “traditional  greeting  process.”  This 
rare  exchange  of  cultures  and  gifts  would  be  but  one 
of  the  remarkable  highlights  in  an  evening  filled  with 
ever-memorable  moments. 

“The  Maori  are 
known  worldwide  as  being 
fierce  warriors  coming 
from  strong  warrior  soci¬ 
eties,”  said  Robert  North. 

“Today  Maoris  teach  the 
traditional  martial  arts  to 
the  New  Zealand  Army. 

Everett  [Osceola]  has 
researched  the  Maori  and 
has  received  some  brief 
training  there. 

“Traditionally, 
before  one  can  enter  into  a 
Maori  community,  it  must 
be  determined  whether 
they  are  friend  or  enemy. 

The  Maori  call  out  to  the 
visitor  to  see  what  the 
intentions  are,  and  should 
the  intentions  be  deemed  as 
being  friendly,  then  they 
are  allowed  to  approach. 

“The  ceremony  is 
consummated  by  the 
‘hongi’  or  rather  ‘the 
touching  of  the  noses’  and 


the  inhaling  of  each  participant’s  essence  or  being. 
Once  this  process  is  completed,  the  participants  in  the 
ceremony,  according  to  the  Maori,  are  considered 
‘whanau’  which  means  family  for  life.” 

The  audience  was  still  increasing  as  the  long- 
anticipated  performance  of  Amokura  was  being 
announced.  This  traditionally-attired  pan-Tribal  group 
represented  many  different  Tribes  throughout  New 
Zealand,  with  their  faces  and  bodies  prominently- 
marked  by  black  Tribal  tattoos.  They  performed 
numerous  Maori  chants,  implemented  medleys, 
action  songs  and  awe-inspiring  dances  for  the 
crowd. 

“Perhaps  the  dance  that  the  Maoris  are 
more  famous  for  is  the  Kapa  Haka,  said  Robert 
North,  describing  further  the  ways  of  the  visitors. 
“This  is  the  traditional  war  dance  of  the  Maori.  It 
was  performed  to  ward  off  enemies,  and  put  fear 
into  their  hearts;  thus  the  contorted  faces  of  the 
dancers,  during  and  at  the  end.” 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative 
Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the 
Maori  Tribe  for  looking  after  the  Seminole  group 
who  traveled  to  New  Zealand  in  February. 

“On  behalf  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  I  want 
to  thank  you  for  a  lot  of  things,”  he  said.  “Today 
you’re  blessed.  With  you  coming  here,  sharing  your 
culture,  sharing  your  songs,  sharing  your  knowl¬ 
edge.  I  think  that’s  a  reflection  of  native  philoso¬ 
phy,  of  indigenous  people.  You  know,  wealth  is  not 
measured  by  what  you  accumulate,  but  by  what  you 
share.  For  coming  from  New  Zealand  to  here,  I 
want  to  say,  thank  you. 

“You  took  care  of  our  young  men.  For 
indigenous  people,  our  children  are  our  true  treas¬ 
ure,  so  we  left  them  in  your  care,  and  you  made 
sure  they  were  well  taken  care  of.  And  that’s  close 
to  my  heart,  because  one  of  these  young  men  was 
my  son.  So  I  want  to  say:  Thank  you,  Sho-na-bish, 
Mvto. 

“When  you’re  here,  we’re  going  to  take 
care  of  you,  like  you  took  care  of  us.  Thank  you.” 

The  Maoris  were  extremely  grateful  to  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  being  such  a  power- 
Wareham  fu]  Tribal  force.  They  put  forth  congratulatory  senti¬ 
ments  on  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  50th 

_  Anniversary. 

And  so  the  ongoing  cultural  exchange 


between  two  distinguished  Tribal  groups  residing  on 
both  ends  of  the  globe,  endures.  Each  group  in  turn 
encourages  Tribal  youth,  culture,  language  and  tradi¬ 
tions;  both  Tribes  furthering  the  great  significance  of 
Tribal  unity  and  empowerment. 

“Our  collective  youth  can  be  proud  of  their 
Tribal  history,”  said  Robert  North,  “and  know  that 
they  are  world  citizens  with  friends  and  relatives  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world!” 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Amokura  traveled  all  the  way  from  New  Zealand  as  the  Tribe’s  special  guests. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Aug.  22,  the 
Seminole  Tribe  hosted  representatives  of  the  Amokura 
Performing  Arts  Group  from  New  Zealand’s  Maori 
Tribe.  The  group  performed  at  three  South  Florida 
locations,  the  Okalee  Village,  the  Hollywood  Central 
Performing  Arts  Center  and  the  Hollywood  Tribal 
Headquarters  Auditorium. 

Back  in  February  of  this  year,  members  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe,  including  Robert  North,  Everett 
Osceola,  Max  Osceola  III,  Brandon  Frank  and  Victor 
Billie,  journeyed  to  Aotearoa,  “The  Land  of  the 
Long  White  Cloud,”  as  honored  guests  of  the  Maori 
Tribe.  Aotearoa  is  the  most  common  Maori  pronun¬ 
ciation  for  their  homeland  of  New  Zealand. 

Robert  North,  director  of  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Club,  and  the  leading  organizer  for  the  event,  said 
the  members  of  the  Maori  Tribe  were  very  hos¬ 
pitable  when  they  hosted  the  Seminole  delegation  in 
February.  He  said  the  Maoris  provided  “day  tours  of 
traditional  lands,  villages,  and  sacred  places.” 

“Many  Maori  families  opened  their  homes 
and  provided  us  with  plenty  of  food  and  immersed 
us  in  their  culture,  Tribal  languages  and  customs,” 
North  added. 

At  that  time,  the  Maori  hosts  were  asked  to 
reciprocate  in  the  near  future,  with  a  visit  to 
Seminole  Country.  Their  visit  fortunately  coincided 
with  the  Seminole  celebration  of  50th  Anniversary  of 
the  signing  of  the  Constitution  and  Corporate 
Charter. 

At  4  p.m.,  a  memorable  VIP  Reception  was 
held  for  the  Maori  at  the  amphitheater  on  the  water 
at  Okalee  Village,  under  the  direction  of  Tribal  citi¬ 
zen  and  event  emcee  Everett  Osceola. 

“ft  felt  like  home,”  Osceola  observed,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  unique  kindness  received  from  the  Maori 
Tribe  while  still  in  New  Zealand.  “Seeing  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  people,  people  that  just  came  up  to  you  and 
said  ‘Hi,  how  are  you?’  It  was  good  to  see  that. 

Good  to  see  a  lot  of  people  —  and  not  just  one  or 
two,  but  a  lot  of  people  —  who  took  us  in.” 

Victor  Billie,  speaking  in  the  Mikasuki  lan¬ 
guage,  thanked  the  Maori  for  their  thoughtful  visit 
with  the  Seminole  people  and  expressed  a  deep  con¬ 
cern  for  their  care  and  well  being.  He  also  alluded  to 


the  harmony  and  unity  of  the  Seminole  and  Maori  cul¬ 
tures,  both  in  New  Zealand  and  in  Florida.  Billie  then 
wowed  the  Maori  VIPs  with  a  sensational  alligator 
wrestling  demonstration. 

After  the  reception,  the  Maori  visitors,  along¬ 
side  their  Seminole  hosts,  enjoyed  an  exceptional  meal 
of  Native  American  food  provided  by  employees  of 
the  Okalee  Village. 

“We  had  asked  the  Okalee  Village  [staff]  to 


The  members  of  Amokura  instructing  members  of  the 
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By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

Indians  in  the  Mean  Streets 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

This  book  offers  a  look  at  urban  “Indians” 
in  the  Big  Apple,  from  the  end  of  the  19th  century 
to  the  present. 

Native  Americans  have  always  lived  in 
what  is  now  called  New  York  City.  Delaware  vil¬ 
lages  dotted  the  landscape  when  the  Dutch  arrived 
in  1626  and  bought  “Mannahata”  for  a  string  of 
beads.  Since  Native  peoples  had  no  concept  of  land 
ownership,  this  transaction  was  obviously  a  misun¬ 
derstanding;  however,  the  rumor  set  a  standard  in 


Manhattan  Island  real  estate  ethics  that  is  still  in 
vogue  today. 

Duane  Blue  Spruce  (Laguna  and  San  Juan 
Pueblo),  architect  and  facilities  planning  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian’s  George  Gustav  Heye  Center  in  Manhattan, 
edited  this  collection  of  pictorial  essays.  Many  of 
the  black  and  white  photographs  are  from  archives 
and  offer  ghmpses  of  families  of  iron  workers,  per¬ 
formers  and  artists  living  smack  in  New  York  City’s 
hustling  hub. 


Mother  Earth,  Father  Skyline:  A  Souvenir  Book  of 
Native  New  York 

Published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution’s  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
64  pages,  with  more  than  60  photographs  at  6  by  6 
inches 

ISBN  -  13:  978-1-933565-04-0  (Softcover) 
$7.96  (NMAI  Members) 

$8.96  (Smithsonian  Members) 

$9.95  (Non-Members) 


While  the  first  Native  Americans 
who  came  to  New  York  City  to  perform 
dressed  in  war  bonnets  and  headed  moc¬ 
casins  to  please  the  crowds,  the  average 
working  Indian  who  made  NYC  home 
blended  right  in  wearing  styles  of  the  day. 

There  is  a  snapshot  of  the 
Tallchief  sisters,  Maria  and  Marjorie,  ham¬ 
ming  for  the  camera  on  the  deck  of  an 
ocean  liner  in  New  York  harbor,  while 
Marjorie’s  children  watch.  Maria  was  the 
prima  ballerina  of  the  New  York  City 
Ballet,  marrying  and  divorcing  founder 
George  Balanchine.  She  also  danced  in  the 
American  Ballet  Theatre  in  the  1960s. 
During  the  1950s,  the  Tallchiefs  were  just 
two  of  New  York’s  stellar  ballerinas  of 
Osage  heritage  bom  in  Oklahoma. 

Coeur  d’Alene  Mildred  Bailey 
was  a  gifted  singer  and  pianist  who  helped 
Bing  Crosby  get  his  early  break.  Ms. 
Bailey  performed  in  New  York  City’s  most 
prestigious  venues  to  sold  out  houses, 
often  sharing  the  spothght  with  acclaimed 
musicians  of  the  era. 

Today,  more  than  90,000  Native 
Americans  live  and  work  in  New  York  City. 
The  American  Indian  Community  House  wel¬ 
comes  hopeful  newcomers  each  year  and  rep¬ 
resents  70  Native  nations  throughout  the 
Americas.  For  a  surprising  glimpse  of  Native 
Americans  who  enhance  the  color  and 
vibrancy  of  the  New  York  City  mystique,  I 
recommend  this  little  book,  assembled  by  one 
of  the  city’s  native  sons  who  also  happens  to 
be  a  Native  American  from  New  Mexico. 
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Motlow  Family  Wedding  Celebration 


Iretta  Tiger 

The  bride  and  groom,  Bonnie  and  Gary  Motlow. 


By  Iretta  Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Motlow  family 
proudly  announces  the  union  of  Bonnie  and  Gary 
Motlow.  The  couple  married  on  the  luckiest  day  of 
the  year,  July  7,  2007,  at  the  Seminole  Okalee  Indian 
Village. 

“I  wanted  an  outdoor  wedding,”  said 
Bonnie.  “And  I  liked  the  traditional  touch  the  Village 
adds.” 


The  trio  of  chickees  at  the  Village  fit  per¬ 
fectly  for  the  wedding.  One  chickee  was  used  for  the 
ceremony,  another  was  set  for  the  reception  and  the 
entertainment  was  set  up  in  the  third.  An  added 
bonus  was  that  guests  could  explore  Oaklee  Village 


Iretta  Tiger 

Bride  Bonnie  Motlow  in  her  custom  made  gown. 


and  view  the  animals  as  the  bride  prepared  for  the 
noon  wedding.  Minister  Paul  Buster  officiated  the 
ceremony. 

Austina  Motlow,  Bonnie’s  daughter,  was 
the  maid  of  honor,  wearing  a  red  and  white  tradi¬ 
tional  Seminole  skirt.  Bonnie’s  son  Austin  Motlow 
walked  his  mother  down  the  aisle.  The  bride  looked 
breathtaking  in  a  vintage-inspired  ivory  corset 
gown,  custom  made  for  her. 

Austin  Motlow,  Russell  Sevems,  the  best 
man,  and  groom  Gary  wore  matching  Seminole 
vests  made  by  Mabel  Doctor. 

After  greeting  the  new  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Motlow,  guests  moved  to  the  reception  chickee, 
where  a  delicious  meal  catered  by  Renegade 
Barbeque  awaited  them.  Each  table  was  set  up  with 
a  centerpiece  of  fresh  flowers  and  wedding  favors  of 
small  framed  photographs  of  the  couple  when  they 
first  began  dating  12  years  ago. 

The  Motlow’s  reception  colors  were  purple, 
yellow  and  ivory.  In  keeping  with  this  theme,  the 
wedding  cake,  a  three  tiered  creation,  was  decorated 
with  fresh  flowers  in  purple,  yellow  and  ivory. 

Tribal  citizen  RC  North  sang  contemporary 
songs  for  the  reception,  and  his  father,  Robert  North, 
provided  hack  up  on  the  drums.  Even  the  Okalee 
Village  otters  joined  the  celebration,  coming  out  to 
swim  during  the  reception. 

The  weather  was  favorable  for  the  Motlows 
on  their  special  day.  It  was  bright  and  sunny  for 
almost  the  entire  celebration.  Just  as  it  was  ending, 
the  rain  moved  in. 

Next  on  the  Motlow’s  agenda;  the  honey¬ 
moon,  right? 

“Eventually,”  laughed  Bonnie.  “We’re  still 
trying  to  decide  where  to  go.” 


Okalee  Village  Celebrates  Indian  Day 

Weekend  Filled  with  Native  Performers,  Activities 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Seminole  Okalee  Indian 
Village  in  Seminole  Paradise  is  celebrating  its  Third 
Annual  Indian  Day  on  Sept.  29  and  30 
from  noon  -  6  p.m.  The  event  will 
feature  traditional  Native  American 
songs,  music,  arts,  food  and 
activities. 

The  weekend’s  event 
will  celebrate  Native  American 
culture  through  performances 
by  Native  American  bands 
and  a  Native  American  dance 
troupe,  in  addition  to  wildlife 
shows,  alligator  wrestling, 
storytelling  and  Tribal  arts 
and  crafts  vendors.  Other 


Leoma  Poore,  general  manager  for  Seminole 
Okalee  Indian  Village,  said  she  expects  this  event  to 
he  even  bigger  and  better  than  last  year. 

“This  event  is  in  its  third  year  and 
garnered  greater  awareness,”  she  said. 
“The  family- friendly  activities  are 
expected  to  provide  an  educational, 
yet  festive  atmosphere  conducive 
to  learning  about  the  Native 
American  Cultures  while  deliver¬ 
ing  an  enjoyable  experience  at  the 
Village. 

Admission  is  $10  for 
adults  and  $6  for  children  and  sen- 
^  ■  L|  iors.  Children  under  4  years  old, 

Ji  t  I  Seminole  Tribal  citizens,  their 

“  *  *  »  ■  ■  *  *  spouses  and  employees  of  the 


elebrating  its  Third  he  even  bigger  and 
nd  30 

has  gan 


Native  American  Tribes  from  OKALEE  l  KOI  AH  village  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
throughout  the  U.S.  will  be  Casino  and  Seminole  Tribe  are 

represented  as  well  during  the  weekend.  admitted  free  with  proper  identification. 
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BCC  Hosts  Grand  Opening  for 
Seminole  Chickee  Study  Area 


By  Elgin  Juniper 

PEMBROKE  PINES,  Fla. 

—  Two  Seminole  chickees  have  been 
constructed  on  BCC’s  South  Campus, 
thereby  augmenting  and  enriching  the 
already  meaningful  atmosphere  of 
higher  learning  with  a  long  overdue 
presence  of  Seminole  art  and  culture. 

The  official  grand  opening  and  dedica¬ 
tion  for  the  new  chickee  study  area 
took  place  on  Sept.  5,  and  as  a 
Seminole,  and  member  of  the  Otter 
Clan,  I  was  so  honored  to  be  a  part  of 
it. 

Those  speaking  at  this  event, 
not  including  myself,  were:  Dr.  Kyra 
Belan,  project  director,  Joe  Dan 
Osceola,  Panther  Clan,  Tribal  citi¬ 
zen/  chickee  builder,  Dr.  Shouan  Pan, 
provost,  Dr.  Hank  Martel,  academic 
dean,  and  Gordon  Oliver  Wareham, 
member  of  the  Panther  Clan  and  pho¬ 
tographer/artist/musician. 

According  to  Dr.  Kyra  Belan, 
project  director,  professor/coordinator 
of  the  visual  arts  department  at  South 
Campus:  “The  main  purpose  of  this 
project  —  ‘The  Seminole  Arts  and 
Culture  Project  at  Broward 
Community  College,  South  Campus, 

—  is  to  bring  the  arts,  crafts,  architec¬ 
ture,  and  the  cultural  history  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  to  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  attend  BCC  at  South 
Campus,  and  the  surrounding  commu¬ 
nity  on  an  ongoing  basis.” 

Around  this  time  last  year, 

Dr.  Belan  recalled,  the  Seminole  Arts 
and  Culture  Project  was  still  on  her 
computer,  still  in  its  earliest  planning 
stages,  and  it  would  take  another  few 
weeks  before  it  became  a  reality  on 
paper.  The  initial  event  of  this  ongoing 
cultural  exchange  took  place  on  March 
20  of  this  year,  with  “Seminole 
Presence  at  BCC  South  Campus,” 
which  featured  Tribal  citizens  Sam 
Tommie  and  myself.  However,  obtaining  the  key  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  project,  the  chickees  —  for  the  purpose 
of  showcasing  the  Seminole  Tribe  all  year  round  — 
would  require  grant  funding. 

The  grants  were  acquired  in  April,  and  now 
there  are  two  chickees  built  by  Joe  Dan  Osceola, 
Panther  Clan.  He  also  arranged  for  two  colorful, 
exquisitely-carved  totem  poles  from  his  private  collec¬ 
tion,  to  be  placed  on  permanent  exhibition  underneath 
each  chickee  and  spoke  at  the  grand  opening  for  the 


The  new  chickees,  built  by  Joe  Dan  Osceola,  at  the  BCC  student  study 


two  chickees.  The  totem  poles  were  created  by  Native 
Americans  from  the  west  coast.  Interestingly  enough, 
Osceola  also  indicated  he  had  lectured  at  South 
Campus  years  ago. 

“It’s  a  pleasure  and  honor  to  be  here,  and  talk 
to  you  about  the  Seminole  Tribe,  about 
art  and  culture,”  Osceola  said.  “I  want  to 
thank  Dr.  Belan  for  making  this  whole 
project  possible.  This  is  a  culture 
exchange  between  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  and  the  BCC  college.  And  it’s 
also  for  the  general  public,  as  well,  not 
just  the  college.  They’ll  be  coming  to 
relax  under  here  for  many  years  to  come. 

“And  it’s  a  pleasure  to  see  chic¬ 
kee  huts  going  up  in  places  like  BCC.  It’s 
just  opening  it  more,  and  I  hope  to  see 
more  Tribal  members  coming  over  here 
for  learning  because  this  is  the  backyard 
from  our  headquarters  and  reservation.” 

Also  addressing  the  assemblage 
was  Tribal  citizen  and  Class  of  ’99  BCC 
alum,  Gordon  Oliver  Wareham.  He 
played  a  flute  song  titled  “Everglades”  at 
the  grand  opening  event. 

“There’s  a  museum  at  the  Hard 
Rock  called  the  Okalee  Museum,  and 
they  have  a  picture  of  a  man  in  a  canoe, 
going  home,  and  you  can  see  he  has  all 
his  belongings,”  he  said.  “And  I  started 
looking  at  this  picture,  and  playing  this 
song,  then  I  started  closing  my  eyes,  and 
I  started  thinking  and  asking  ‘What 
sounds  did  he  hear  when  he  was  going 
home?  What  kind  of  feelings?’  Because 
he  was  going  home  to  his  family,  and  to 
us  —  as  Seminoles  —  the  chickee,  that’s 
home;  that’s  our  house.  So  when  we  see  a 
chickee,  we  know  we’re  home.” 

Wareham’s  song  was  mesmeriz¬ 
ing,  and  magically  transported  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  the  Everglades,  back  in  time  to 
untouched  wildernesses,  back  to  brighter 
eras  of  South  Florida’s  unique  eco-sys- 
tems  and  rich  natural  history. 

“The  chickees  will  each  be  out¬ 
fitted  with  benches  for  the  students  to  uti¬ 
lize,”  Belan  said.  “Students  can  use  the 


Joe  Dan  Osceola  with  Dr.  Shouan  Pan,  BCC  provost,  standing  next 
to  a  donated  Totem  Pole. 


Seminole  structures,  constructed  from  cypress  wood, 
and  palmetto  fronds,  for  relaxation,  meditation,  and 
study.” 

“There  is  beauty  in  the  structures,”  she 
added.  “Symbolic  of  the  culture  of  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida,  and  the  chickees,  in  my  opinion,  were 
instrumental  in  keeping  the  Seminoles  free  and  uncon¬ 
quered,  as  they  protected  families  deep  in  the 
Everglades,  a  place  inaccessible  to  the  white  man’s 
reach.” 

Belan  said  the 
opening  of  the  chickees  on 
Sept.  5  was  intended  to 
coincide  with  the  Tribe’s 
50th  Anniversary  of  the 
Tribal  Constitution  and 
Corporate  Charter  on  Aug. 
21. 

“These  beautiful 
structures  help  mark  the 
50th  Anniversary  of  sover¬ 
eignty  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  which  we 
are  also  celebrating  here 
today,  as  we  are  making 
plans  for  more  cultural 
events  for  the  upcoming 
semester  and  on  into  next 
year,”  she  said. 

For  my  part,  I 
delivered  a  few  heartfelt 
words  concerning  the  chic¬ 
kees,  and  their  significance 
to  South  Campus,  among 
other  matters,  and  even 
recited  a  poem  from  my 
poetry  chapbook, 

_  Nightfall.  I  recited  my 

poem,  “Hymn  For  The 

Sacred  Path”  and  was  participant  and  witness,  in  this 
authentic  spirit  of  cooperation. 

After  the  opening  addresses,  those  who  came 
together  for  the  occasion  were  invited  to  tour  the  chic¬ 
kees  and  ask  questions  or  make  any  comments. 


Esta  Liederman 

Dr.  Kyra  Belan  welcomes  everyone  to  grand  opening  of  the  chic- 
kee  study  area. 


O'fi  Spofftflun 
Retail  56/m 


'0 i>  SfWFNnwn  Sm  Onwi 
ReLiil  $7,349 
■  NOW  5br-TO 

IF  -  '  ■ «  TWI 


■rtfs  SjhifEsniAn  500  X- 
NLi^i!  57,a^> 
NOW 

|A  OrJgjyflp 


'06  Outlaw  *CKr 
Rcldiil 
NOW 

flyxrPF,  *  w. 


■0b  Rim^rr  S0(i  4*4 
$9  -m 

NOW  SEU'IU 

,  -a  m 


RICHARD, A.NQRMAN 


Optompt  r/cZ  fcn  .crj/i 


The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 


24  HOURS  A  DAY 


Since  1990  i  have  protected 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DON 
VIOLENCE.  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 


Thff  hiring  ahernsy  *  an  important  decision  inai  shpdW  not  t»  Iwwa  MWy 
upon  iwWti&omohi.  CasiiUe  worked  as  a  FuWie  Dehmder  m  Broward 

County  Trom  1990‘1 9M  and  hus  been  in  priwllo  prt&dica  for  mng  years 
In  1995  he  wa&  voted  fr*e  Trial  Attorney  ol  lhe  year  He  graduated  Irom 
Capital  University  “t  T909  and  was  admitted  1o  the  Florida  Bar  in  199(3. 
Federal  Bar  m  10&2,  and  the  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  lSfla. 


±„  paLBBIB 


■0b  HAmkCYe  '300  4*4 
KH.iit  M.W 

\OU  yLlMW 


n.ptT 


J07  Trail  Bus*  3 JO 
.  K.™  mI  s 


4101  Davie  Kd.  EnL  -  Davie,  FI  33024 
www -Brow  iifOMulB  rspe  rH.rom 

(954)  436-9905 


fk  W&ritiflfi  moti 

mBumrat  pJbni,  rndkitiinii 

Madrcaid,  ft 

Sm'lhv'luld  IMb#  ■cri'  FTorfeto 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


September  21,  2007 


¥ntrm- 


4^4  ♦$► 

Dance  Contest 

Over  $100,000 
in  Prize  Money 
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Drum  Contest 

$30,000 

in  Prize  Money 
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Native  American 
Bands 


Native  American 
Food  &  Craft 


Tribute  to  the  men 
and  women  of  the  US 
Armed  Forces. 


November  16  - 18, 2007 
Florida  State  Fair  Grounds 


4800  US  HWY  301  NORTH 
Tampa ,  Florida 


Information  Contact:  Frank  Moore  Jr.  (954)347*1038 
PowWcw  Infromation:  Wanda  Bowers  (800)  683-7800  ext.  1468 
www.Seminot6lribe.com  -  www.rfnapowwow.com 


Library  Encourages  Reading 
During  Summer  Break 


Judy  Weeks 


Shyanna  Escobar’s  first  place  book  report  is  dis¬ 
played  on  the  wall  in  the  library. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Diane  Yzaguirre 
Memorial  Library  sponsored  a  Summer  Reading 
Challenge  to  encourage  the  youngsters  in  the  com¬ 
munity  to  check  out  and  read  hooks  during  their 
summer  vacation. 

The  program,  which  began  the  first  of 
June  and  ended  with  the  opening  of  the  fall  school 
session,  was  an  overwhelming  success.  There  were 
numerous  entries  in  the  contest  with  some  reading 
only  one  book,  while  others  tackled  six  or  seven. 

In  order  to  enter  the  book  in  the  contest,  the  reader 
had  to  write  a  report  about  its  contents. 

In  order  to  qualify,  the  entries  needed  to 
be  age  appropriate.  Surprisingly  enough  there  were 
several  very  young  contestants,  who  read  and 
interpreted  their  literature  to  a  member  of  the 
library  staff  and  for  lack  of  an  ability  to  write,  they 
drew  pictures  to  tell  their  stories. 

Prizes  were  awarded  to  the  following 
children:  1.  Shyanna  Escobar,  2.  Jade  Tapia  and 
Ashley  Faz,  3.  Eliza  Mora,  4.  Larissa  DeLaRosa. 


Shyanna  Escobar  poses  with  the  lady  bug,  whose  story  is  told  in  her  library  book. 


❖  Mahoney 

Continued  from  page  1 

Mahoney,  accompanied  by  an  entourage  of 
aides,  was  escorted  around  the  school  campus  to  see 
the  many  newly  constructed  classrooms,  offices  and 
cafeteria.  The  representative  also  was  accompanied  by 
the  school’s  Assistant  Administrator  Michele  Thomas, 
Assistant  Director  of  Education  Emma  Brown,  Chief 
Executive  Officer  (CEO)  of  the  Charter  School  Sandra 
Barker  and  Brighton  Board  Representative  Johnnie 
Jones.  Principal  Russ  Brown  and  Education  Director 
Louise  Gopher  were  in  meetings  elsewhere  at  the  time 
of  the  unexpected  visit. 

Glades  County  lawyer 
and  Tribal  attorney  Travis 
Trueblood  brought  the  VIP  to  the 
reservation  after  Representative 
Mahoney  expressed  interest  in  a 
tour.  Mahoney  told  his  hosts  that 
he  is  very  fond  of  Brighton.  He 
said  he  brought  his  daughter  to 
Brighton’s  rodeo  grounds  on 
many  occasions  when  she  was 
attending  barrel  racing  clinics 
for  teen  rodeo.  He  said  he  really 
enjoyed  pulhng  in  his  horse  rig 
and  staying  the  day. 

In  the  brief  hour  he  had 
for  a  visit,  Mahoney  took  time  to 
speak  with  teachers  and  staff, 
especially  culture  class  teachers 
and  their  aides.  He  saw  Creek 
language  letters  and  words  on 
walls  and  heard  from  Tribal 
leaders  how  the  crisis  of  losing 
their  native  language  must  be 
turned  around.  Thomas,  and 
other  adults,  talked  to  him  about 
how  their  grandparents  speak  the 
native  tongue,  but  not  many  of 
their  offspring.  Resurrecting  the 
language  has  become  one  of  the  major  goals  of  the 
Tribe. 

Michele  Thomas  also  explained  to  the  visit¬ 
ing  politician  that  a  high  percentage  of  Brighton 
adults,  and  their  parents,  went  through  grade  school 
and  high  school  only  learning  English,  and  many  went 
on  to  college.  As  youth  they  had  to  adapt  to  the  outer 
world  and  their  Tribal  language  was  forgotten.  She 
poured  out  a  persuasive  speech  tying  the  importance 
of  teaching  the  native  language  to  the  survival  of  the 
Tribe. 

“Our  Tribe  can’t  think  of  a  better  way  to  use 
Tribal  resources  than  to  educate  our  children,”  said 
Thomas. 

Thomas  explained  that  the  Tribe’s  Culture 
Department  and  Education  Department  staff  members 
attend  special  classes  and  workshops  to  be  qualified  to 
teach  the  language.  The  teaching  of  legends,  tales,  and 
traditional  arts,  passed  on  through  sacred  Tribal 
authority,  are  authentic,  real  and  valuable,  she  said. 

“I  really  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  tour;  I 
am  very  impressed,”  said  Mahoney.  “Your  Seminole 
children  need  to  be  proud  of  who  they  are  and  where 
they  come  from.  The  Seminole  Tribe  has  such  a  rich 
culture  and  history.  You  contribute  much  to  the  state 
of  Florida.  ” 

Emma  Brown  told  Mahoney  that  the  students 
are  very  happy  they  don’t  have  to  hoard  a  6:30  a.m. 
school  bus  and  ride  to  Okeechobee.  Now,  the  school 
bus  comes  at  7:30  a.m.  Brown  said  about  95  percent 
of  the  Brighton  Tribal  youth  are  attending  Pemayetv 
Emahakv  Charter  School  and  that  the  parents  are  very 


excited. 

Sandra  Barker  explained  to  Mahoney  that  the 
charter  school  is  providing  training  at  each  grade  level 
in  computer  usage.  Older  classes  will  learn  how  to  do 
podcasting,  a  new  and  important  skill  in  the  internet 
world.  Today  people  often  podcast  events  and  send 
them  to  the  news  desk  at  CNN,  and  other  TV  stations 
around  the  world.  Podcasts  are  often  found  on  social 
networking  websites,  like  Facebook  and  YouTube.  To 
be  aired,  though,  a  podcast  must  be  high  quality. 

“Our  children  will  be  learning  the  best  tech¬ 
nology  out  there,”  Barker  said. 

In  addition,  Mahoney  learned  that  the  school 
also  is  utilizing  a  specialized  reading  and  writing  pro¬ 


gram  that  has  recognition  nationally  for  its  excellence; 
and  that  physical  education  classes  are  held  45  min¬ 
utes  a  day  with  swimming  classes  included  in  the  cur¬ 
riculum. 

Mahoney  told  the  administrators  and 
Brighton  Board  Representative  Johnnie  Jones  that  the 
school  enriches  not  only  Brighton,  but  Glades  County 
as  a  whole.  Mahoney  promised  to  do  anything  he  can 
on  behalf  of  the  school,  and  its  students,  including 
having  a  special  awards  ceremony  at  the  Capitol 
Building  or  arranging  a  congressional  tour  of 
Washington,  DC. 

Mahoney  is  getting  used  to  cameras  flashing 
in  his  eyes  after  serving  eight  months  in  his  first  term 
in  Congress.  Most  of  his  stops  on  touring  the  district 
were  political.  He  was  asked  many  questions  and  what 
he  is  doing  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  represent  his  con¬ 
stituents.  However,  the  trip  to  the  school  was  different. 
He  didn’t  make  speeches  but  listened  intently  to  all  the 
information  he  received. 

Before  leaving  Pemayetv  Emahakv,  CEO 
Sandra  Barker,  presented  Mahoney  with  a  school  T- 
shirt  and  the  commemorative  issue  of  The  Seminole 
Tribune  recently  published  in  honor  of  the  Tribe’s  50th 
Anniversary.  Then,  he  graciously  agreed  to  stand  out 
in  the  hot  sun  with  his  hosts  for  a  photo  of  him  with 
the  school  in  the  background.  That  final  photo  shot  at 
the  end  of  the  tour  was  the  idea  of  Board 
Representative  Johnnie  Jones. 

“We  are  growing  at  Brighton,”  he  said.  “This 
is  one  big  step.  It  is  bigger  and  better  for  us  than  casi¬ 
nos.” 


The  4  year  olds  are  on  their  best  behavior 


Princess  Susanna  Osceola  has  fun  while  dad 
takes  care  of  business  in  orientation. 


Oopsy  Welcomed  into  Candy  Land 


Hollywood  Preschool 
Orientation 

By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  As  a  part  of  the  orien¬ 
tation  process,  the  Seminole  Preschool  staff  put 
together  a  fun  Candy  Land  experience  night  for  the 
kids  and  parents.  With  one  week  of  school  under¬ 
way,  parents  attended  orientation  night;  kids 
enjoyed  the  night  with  Oopsy  the  Clown  and  fellow 
classmates. 

On  Aug.  16,  Dawna  Bell,  parent  involve¬ 
ment  coordinator,  held  a  briefing  at  the  Hollywood 
Preschool.  Bell’s  presentation  was  intended  for  par¬ 
ents  to  get  all  information  needed  and  paperwork 
signed  for  the  new  school  year. 

“As  the  Parent  Involvement  Coordinator, 
my  duties  for  the  upcoming  school  year  will  he  to 
organize  parent  meetings  and  committee  meetings 
which  are  necessary  for  parent  involvement  within 
the  preschool  program,”  Bell  said  about  the  2007- 
2008  school  year. 

Oopsy  the  Clown  went  from  class  to  class, 
painting  an  array  of  faces,  room  by  room  and  kid  by 
kid.  By  the  end  of  the  evening,  the  school  was  filled 
with  lions,  tigers,  butterflies,  Spiderman,  dogs  and 
cats. 

As  the  night  came  to  a  close,  food  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  buffet  style.  Parents  signed  paper¬ 


work  and  left  with  children  in  tow. 

The  Hollywood  Preschool  staff  includes: 
Leona  Tommie- Williams,  director,  Michelle  Harris- 
Farrell,  health  and  nutrition  coordinator,  Amber 
Hyatt,  education  coordinator  and  Dawna  Bell,  par¬ 
ent  involvement  coordinator. 
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Bailey  Latchford  is  a  princess  with  or  without  the 
paint. 


Teachers  for  Hollywood  Preschool: 

Infant  Class:  Nidia  Carusotti,  Head  Teacher, 
Shana  Frank,  Aide,  Amber  Munn,  Aide,  Syreeta 
Tanner,  Aide 

1  Year  Old  Class:  Stacey  Wyckoff,  Head 
Teacher,  Carmela  Garcia,  Aide,  Olga  Galdos, 
Aide,  Ronda  Byers,  Aide,  Joni  Josh,  Aide 

2  Year  Old  Class:  Dorothy  Williams,  Head 
Teacher,  Gloria  DeChamorro,  Aide,  Maria 
Moncada,  Aide,  Nicole  Taylor,  Aide,  Rosmira 
Bunker,  Aide 

3  Year  Old  Class:  Dario  Guaico,  Head  Teacher, 
Latoshia  Huell,  Aide,  Tracey  Gardner,  Aide, 
Sheameza  Majid,  Aide 

4  Year  Old  Class:  Sherrelle  Brown,  Head 
Teacher,  Caridad  Silva,  Aide,  Corey  Parker, 
Aide,  Yuraima  Perez,  Aide 

Kitchen  Staff:  Shirley  Mequita,  Head  Cook, 
Tanya  Gibson,  Assistant,  Juana  Guaico, 
Assistant,  Dorothy  Josh,  Assistant 
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Butterfly  Anssa  Cypress  and  tiger,  Harmony  Cypress  love 


Alyssa  Bowers  gets  Elmo 
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Big  Cypress  Hosts  Education  Incentive  Awards  Program 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Herman 
L.  Osceola  Gym  had  been  elaborately  dec¬ 
orated  for  the  Big  Cypress  Education 
Incentive  Awards  Banquet  on  Aug.  23 
when  students,  parents  and  community 
members  gathered  in  recognition  of  the 
achievements  of  the  2006-2007  school 
year.  Black,  gold  and  silver  accentuated  the 
Tribal  colors,  producing  a  beautiful  con¬ 
trast  to  the  enormous  bouquets  of  flowers 


Pre-Kindergarten:  Shana 
Balentine,  Carlee  Billie,  Jalycia  Billie, 
Redheart  Billie,  Richard  Billie,  Elise 
Brown,  Osianna  Crespo,  Savannah 
Fish,  Leilani  Gopher,  Ko’Oshee 
Henry,  Kylen  Jumper,  Tash-Sho-Tah- 
Che  Jumper,  Ricky  Rodriguez,  Alena 
Stockton  and  Martha  Tiger. 

Kindergarten:  Charles 
Alexander  III,  Casandra  Alexander, 
Eliza  Billie,  Alyssa  Bumett-Osceola, 
Destiny  Cypress,  Mya  Cypress, 

Romeo  Garcia,  Leslie  Gopher  Jr., 
Marley  Herrera,  Katrina  Huggins, 
Precious  Jimmie,  Reginald  Ling, 

Thoya  Robbins  and  Nigel  Wells. 

Students  with  Perfect 
Attendance:  Ethan  Balentine,  Deforest 
Carter,  Caitlin  Cypress,  Christopher 
Joe  Jr.,  Bradley  Osceola,  Kaitlin 
Osceola,  Symphony  Osceola, 

Savannah  Tiger  and  Tequesta  Tiger. 

Students  with  3  Absences  or 
Less:  Roderick  Bert,  Richard  Billie  Jr., 
Greysun  Billie,  Leauna  Billie,  Tiffany 
Billie,  Alyssa  Bumett-Osceola,  Jean 
Capricien,  Tyler  Cypress,  Colby 
Herrera,  Tatianna  Herrera,  Hudson 
Jumper,  Jason  Melton  II,  Klaressa 
Osceola,  Christina  Wilson,  Eric  Wilson 
and  Sabre  Billie. 

Honors  Classes:  Summer 
Billie  and  Deforest  Carter. 

Advanced  Classes:  Nauthkee 
Henry,  Trent-Daryl  Mclnturff,  Jason 
Melton  II  and  Travis  Pecheco. 

4.0  GPA:  Terance  Hill  and 
Trisha  Walker. 

3.76  to  3.99  GPA:  Ricky  Joe 
Alumbaugh,  Lariah  Balentine, 
Katherine  Bert,  Roderick  Bert,  Eyanna 
Billie,  Greysun  Billie,  Jazmine  Billie, 
Jon  Billie,  Leauna  Billie,  Anthony 
Cypress,  Kegan  Cypress,  Michaela 
Cypress,  Stephanie  Hall,  Trevon 
Marks,  John  Robbins  Jr.,  Destiny 
Robbins,  Ignacia  Rodriguez,  Savannah 
Tiger,  Demetria  Tigertail,  Jacob 
Cotton,  Channcy  Curry,  Steven  Frank, 
Rodni  Mercer,  Justin  Roff  and  Trinity 
Williams. 

3.00  to  3.75  GPA:  Christian 
Alexander,  Christopher  Alexander, 
Rubi-Anne  Alexander,  John  Ross 
Alvarez,  Malachi  Baker,  Malari  Baker, 
Ethan  Balentine,  Akira  Billie,  Alfred 
Billie,  Asiana  Billie,  Chief  Billie, 

Cody  Billie,  Corbin  Billie,  Cypress 
Billie,  Justine  Billie,  Natasha  Billie, 
Shawna  Billie,  Summer  Billie,  Tyrus 
Billie,  Abiaka  Bowers,  Aiden  Bowers, 
Kayla  Bowers,  Sierra  Bowers,  Alyssa 
Bumett-Osceola,  Jean  Capricien, 
Deforest  Carter,  Stanley  Cypress  IV, 
Adrienne  Cypress,  Caitlin  Cypress, 
Charles  Cypress,  Dariah  Cypress, 
Dasani  Cypress,  Dillon  Cypress,  Raini 
Cypress,  Ryan  Cypress,  Sydnee 
Cypress,  Tyler  Cypress,  Ashley 
Escobar,  Herschel  Frank,  Nauthkee 
Henry,  Alison  Herrera,  Colby  Herrera, 
Martina  Herrera,  Tatianna  Herrera, 
Darren  Jim,  Michelle  Jimmie,  Callie 
Joe,  Christopher  Joe  Jr.,  Kaylee 
Jumper,  Haden  Littlebear,  Jared 
Mclnturff,  Trent-Daryl  Mclnturff, 

Jason  Melton  II,  Bradley  Osceola, 
Kaitlin  Osceola,  Sarah  Osceola, 
Symphony  Osceola,  Thalia  Pacheco, 
Travis  Pacheco,  Jonathan  Robbins, 
Mazzy  Robbins,  Tequesta  Tiger, 
Chynna  Villareal,  Nena  Waggerby, 
Alonzo  Wargolet,  Gianna  Wargolet, 
Eric  Wilson,  Troy  Yecas,  Billie  Arnold, 
Sabre  Billie,  Jahaniel  Brooks,  Gloria 
Brooks,  Troy  Cantu,  Cade  Gibson, 
Dayra  Koenes,  Jessica  Lopez,  Mika 
Lopez  and  Tia  Osborne. 

Improved  GPA:  Jalen 
Cypress,  Daylyn  Hall  and  Kevin  Ivey 


that  highlighted  the  staging  area  and  table 
centerpieces. 

A  face  painting  artist  was  sur¬ 
rounded  all  evening  by  youngsters  waiting 
to  transform  their  appearance  into  beautiful 
fairies,  ferocious  monsters  and  cartoon 
characters.  A  clown  created  balloon  figures 
to  their  delight  while  they  waited.  With 
more  than  50  possible  choices,  many  of  the 
youngsters  selected  air  bmsh  tattoos  for 
body  art.  An  extremely  talented  artist  creat¬ 
ed  caricatures  of  the  students  using  chalk, 
ink  and  charcoal  to  produce  keepsakes  for 
the  happy  parents. 

Acting  as  master  of  ceremonies 
for  the  evening,  Christopher  Mendicino 
introduced  Pastor  Salaw  Hummingbird, 
who  gave  a  brief  invocation  prior  to  dinner. 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative 
Cicero  Osceola  welcomed  everyone  and 
briefly  talked  about  the  importance  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  the  pride  he  felt  standing  before 
this  room  full  of  young  scholars. 

Tianna  Hali  Garcia  remarked,  “As 
you  know,  I  recently  represented  you  as  the 
Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole.  During  the 
year  of  my  reign,  I  had  the  wonderful 
opportunity  of  meeting  many  people.  I  can¬ 
not  stress  enough  the  importance  of  getting 
a  good  education  and  living  a  healthy 
lifestyle  that  includes  sports  and  exercise. 
Be  patient  and  keep  a  good  heart.  You  are 
Seminole,  be  proud  and  unconquered!” 

Irena  Loleski  of  the  Fitness 
Department  introduced  Tae  Kwon  Do 
instructor  Master  Rob  McCarthy,  of  Big 
Cypress’  Go  Dragon  program,  who  came 
to  give  a  small  demonstration.  He  began  by 
showing  the  similarities  of  schooling  and 
learning  karate. 

“Rule  #1:  Keep  your  eyes  on  the 


teacher.  In  martial  arts,  we  call  this  atten¬ 
tion  or  focus,”  he  said.  “Rule  #2:  Show 
mutual  respect.  Rule  #3:  Employ  a  self 
defense  system.  Tell  yourself  that  you  can 
always  do  better  than  you  think  you  can.” 

Using  martial  arts  techniques, 
Roderick  Bert,  Greysun  Billie,  Savannah 
Tiger  and  Katie  Bert  performed  some 
moves  which  demonstrated  self-discipline, 
such  as  breaking  a  board  with  their  hands 
and  feet  and  encountering  an  opponent. 
McCarthy  invited  students  from  the  audi¬ 
ence  and  gave  them  some  brief  instruction 
on  how  to  free  themselves  from  a  predator. 

Higher  Education  Advisor  Linda 
Iley  congratulated  Jeanette  Billie  Cypress, 
Desiree  Jumper  and  Cherilee  Hall  for  con¬ 
tinuing  their  education  and  achieving  their 
goals.  Talisha  Leach  and  Summer  Billie 
were  acknowledged  for  receiving  then- 
diplomas  and  Clayton  Hall  earned  his 
GED. 

Returning  to  the  podium, 
Mendicino  called  the  students  forward  to 
be  acknowledged  for  their  achievements, 
while  Patrick  McElroy  of  Higher 
Education  distributed  the  trophies,  medal¬ 
lions  and  certificates. 

Assistant  Director  of  Education 
Emma  Brown  was  also  recognized  for  her 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Seminole  Tribe’s 
Education  Department  and  received  a 
beautiful  bouquet  of  flowers. 

Each  of  the  students  had  received 
a  ticket  which  gave  them  an  opportunity  to 
receive  one  of  the  outstanding  door  prizes. 
Numbers  were  called  throughout  the 
evening  for  such  items  as  a  globe,  back¬ 
pack  on  wheels,  electronic  spelling  game, 
cookie  bouquet  baskets,  an  iPod,  DVD 
player  and  wide  assortment  of  gift  cards. 


Judy  Weeks 


Fifth  grade  teacher  Rosalyn  Lee  watches  as  an  artist  face  paints  her  daughter, 
Peyton. 


Judy  Weeks 

Trinity  Williams  enjoyed  a  fantastic 
evening  at  the  awards  banquet. 


Judy  Weeks 

Ashley  Escobar  traded  in  her  winning 
ticket  for  a  globe. 


Students  receive  recognition  for  their  educational  efforts. 


Judy  Weeks 

Assistant  Director  of  Education  Emma 
Brown  was  honored  with  a  beautiful 
bouquet  of  flowers. 


Judy  Weeks 


Linda  Iley  talks  about  the  importance  of 
higher  education. 


Judy  Weeks 

The  gym  was  filled  with  students,  parents  and  community  members  for  the  2007 
Education  Incentive  Awards. 


Ahfachkee  Hosts  Motivational 
Speaker  Retro  Bill 


By  Judy  Weeks  and  j" 

Lariah  Balentine  1 

BIG  CYPRESS 

—  Sept.  6  was  a  very  spe-  I 

cial  day  at  the  Ahfachkee  j 

School.  Bill  Russ,  AKA 
Retro  Bill,  came  all  the  way  J 

from  Hollywood,  Calif.,  as  a| 

a  special  guest.  This  nation-  ^ 

ally  recognized  expert  on  j 

children’s  safety  and  self-  ' 

esteem  provided  three  pre-  [ 

sentations  throughout  the  fra 

day  and  then  met  with  the 
parents  and  community 
members  during  the  j 

evening. 

School  Resource 
Officer  and  DARE 
Advocate  Kelly  Taylor  pro¬ 
vided  a  very  comprehensive 
background  of  Retro  Bill’s 
accomplishments  by  way  of 
introduction  at  his  perform-  .  , 

ances.  BlU  111 1 

Officer  Taylor 
said:  “Retro  Bill  is  the  offi¬ 
cial  DARE  Safety  Buddy!  You  will  pr 
nize  him  from  his  appearances  on  all  t 
vision  networks,  Nickelodeon  and  the 
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Chief  Tiger  and  officers  of  the  Seminole  Police  Department  join  Retro 
Bill  in  his  presentation. _ 


Retro  Bill  uses  Miss  Tiger  for 
his  discussion. 


mation  but  gave  it  a  fresh,  new  outlook  each  time. 

11  probably  recog-  The  audience  was  in  awe  of  the  number  of  national- 
all  the  major  tele-  ly  known  celebrities  that  Retro  Bill  had  met  and 
the  award  win-  worked  with  during  his  career,  including  movie 
director  Steven  Spielberg,  California  Governor 

-  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  and  many  more. 

As  the  official  host  of  the  National  Kids 
Day,  he  said:  “I  first  performed  my  duties  in  front 
of  the  White  House  in  Washington,  DC  in  2003. 1 
have  spent  time  with  First  Lady  Laura  Bush.  Did 
you  know  that  she  has  been  both  a  teacher  and 
librarian  and  is  very  concerned  about  your  educa¬ 
tion  opportunities?” 

Encouraging  the  children  to  join  him,  they 
said  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  American  and 
Seminole  Flags.  He  then  moved  around  the  room 
interacting  with  his  audience  as  he  discussed  the 
importance  of  self  esteem,  respect  and  reverence  for 
our  elders  and  ourselves. 

Retro  Bill  spent  considerable  time  dis¬ 
cussing  the  adverse  affects  of  drug,  tobacco  and 
alcohol  use.  Using  Elvis  Presley  as  an  example,  he 

I  pointed  out  that  Elvis  is  no  longer  around  because 

of  his  unwise  decisions  concerning  these  deadly 
temptations. 

The  children  were  delighted  to  see  the  hel¬ 
met  that  he  had  received  from  skateboarder  Tony 
'  Hawk  and  listened  intently  while  he  explained  the 
importance  of  this  safety  belt  for  your  brain. 

As  a  member  of  the  Department  of 
Defense  Drug  Reduction  Unit,  he  makes  frequent 
J  presentations  to  all  of  the  branches  of  the  armed 

- Jud  WeekJ  forces.  He  briefly  remarked  about  the  sacrifices 

u  y  ,ee  s  being  made  by  our  military  and  suggested  that  we 
examp  e  during  thank  them  for  the  job  they  do  protecting  us. 

“With  two  ears  you  can  do  twice  as  much 
listening  as  talking  and  you  must  listen  to  learn,” 
has  been  shown  said  Retro  Bill.  “You  must  give  respect  to  receive 


ning  DARE  Safety  Tip  DVD  that  has  been  shown  said  Retro  Bill.  “You  must  give  respect  to  receive 
here  at  your  school.  He  has  been  brought  here  today  it!  Remember,  the  lower  grades  are  looking  up  to 


by  Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress,  the  Seminole  Police  Department  and  your 
principal,  Terry  Porter.  Please  pay  close  attention, 
because  he  has  a  very  important  message  to  give 
you.” 

Addressing  a  different  age  group  at  each 
performance,  he  delivered  the  same  valuable  infor- 


you  and  you  must  set  a  good  example.” 

Including  Seminole  Police  Department 
Chief  Charlie  Tiger  and  Ahfachkee  Principal  Terry 
Porter  in  his  presentations,  as  well  as  the  teachers 
and  Officer  Kelly  Taylor,  he  connected  well  with 
the  children  and  made  a  very  favorable  impression 
upon  them. 


Students  in  the  Kindergarten,  First  and  Second  Grade  join  Retro  Bill  during  his  presentation. 


Retro  Bill  listens  as  Alyssa  Burnett-Osceola  says 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  flag. 


Retro  Bill  moved  around  the  room  interacting 
with  the  students. 


BARRY 

UN1V  E  K  S  I  T  V 

m 

Seminole  Tribal  Hembersl 

Would  you  be  Interested  m  pursuing  your  college  degree  with  o 
prestigious  university  here  at  our  facility7  Barry  University's 
School  of  Aduft  a  Continuing  Education  offers  Master's  and 
Baehclar  degrees  designed  Tor  the  working  adult.  Classes  are  also 
available  at  sites  ctimughout  Miami  Dade,  EhownnS  and  Palm  Breach 
counties. 

An  cn  site  Information  session  Is  being  planned  In  the  near 
future  for  possible  on-site  degree  programs;  to  be  notified  of 
the  upcoming  meeting  and  indicate  your  degree  of  preference, 
please  complete  Iha  information  card  below-  Un-si tc  may 
include  classes  In  tribal  reservations. 

The  School  or  Adult  4  Continuing  Education  at  Barry  University  offers 
eounses  CfM  night  per  week  (Artd/pr  Saturday!?)  Irt  fln  eCCVlerMed  8 
week  term  format.  Credits  from  oirer  educational  Institutions  arc 
considered  for  transfer  as  well  as  Internationally  earned  credits,  and 
you  may  qualify  ta  transfer  up  to  30  credits  based  on  work  experience 
and  training,  as  well  as  volunteer  work,  certm-catrens  and  military 
OCHperteftCtf 

To  assess  tribal  needs,  please  complete  the  attached  and  return  to 
Linda  Hey,  Higher  Education  DSO  Education  Office,  ck  at 

erleygsemtfibe.com  by  10A/D7. 

Name _ . 

Office  phone _ tfomo  phone _ 

Email  address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Previous  college  credits7 _ V  N  Approx,  how  many? 

Degree  you  wi£h  to  pursue _ Bfcthelpr* _ MdSttr* 

Degree/Area  of  Interest; _ 


At  ten  I  ion  lillml  Members:  Do  you  need  help  improving 
your  keyboarding  skills?  If  you  want  to  improve  your 
sk  i  13s,  this  is  the  course  Ibr  you!  Tti  i  s  program  w  i  El  proy [de¬ 
an  overview  of  an  award  winning  typing  tulnr  pFognam. 
The  course  w  il  I  provide  hands-on  pruCt i  ce  along  w  i  th  ei  n 
i  n  slruolor  led  clussroom  envi  ronment. 

Ybuwiir  *avc  drrtr.  worL  Enter.  jiihI  he  more  productive  M  woriu 

favhuulrUt  UoniLV  \  Her  I  he  cqe  h  pqrtkL-ipjnl  will  lx:  jhk  Li> 

use  ilw  typing  antra  progimm  to cotiiinuc  ike  improvement  ol'dieir 
lypinv  skills. 


This cltei  will  he ht'ld  lit ihe llollywcmJ  [>SO  l.ibriir>  i  nmnuler 

l.nb  trn  t  lyLutx/r  *J  mid  1  1 , 2007  1 1  urn  U- 1 2  pm. 


11  >ThU  .UT  pel-T^^-  Mil  J.«ie  lilt  h-fin  htl*>u  .mil  ■J-iuJ  M  Jjmmnt 

Pi-hIlt.  rnmll^  ScTxiLua  l^partinL'nl.  hjh*  Jmic  llillhc  1  L 

MO*Aav  fax  r  1 1 

Lt  AuijJi.wj;  iJhMXtaMH.  pWI  UrtH  OH WK1  lUt  A*H|  J1Iii|j<;fcfl«  *| 

Addres&i 

Tutoring  on  all  Reservations! 

Tii.?  Education  Ltepir  t  me n  t  u Id  like  to 
■cACO  urage  all  TribaE  students 

tptake.idvairtage  of  our  tutoring  program. 

We  rtpwflffer  fiiyc  hours  3  week  of 
private  ttftcring  for  all  students 
needing  he5p  in  any  academic  subject. 


We  tan  3 1»  provide  assignee  for  al  ! 
students-  preparing  for  the  SAT  and  ACT. 

Pkitt  carrtKt  Juk&si  Ceibifl,  lute*  L-v-dinit.;-. 

10542  will  pry 
A.fhtlvnh  jL’l-u ‘  ‘.hr  pnr-jrJn- 
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Summer  200? 


Dear  Mom  and  Dad, 


PiH'i 


3nl*  (jut 


I  want  to  w\\  you  about  my  camp,  I  am  having 
fun  at  camp.  At  first  1  was  a  little  scared  without 
you  here,  but  I  found  Some  of  my  friends  and  now 
it  is  fun. 

Ufa  do  a  lot  of  things.  My  counselor  is  a  irttie 
mean  because  he  mates  me  wait  in  |men  and  obey 
the  rules,  lite  being  on  time,  taking  a  shower  and 
brushing  my  teeth  before  \  go  to  beef.  But  mostly 
he  is  nice.  He  let  us  sneaK  out  outside  with  a 
flashlight  one  time, 

U/e  go  Into  tpe  water  a  lot  to  get  cooi.  Play 
games  in  the  pool  where  we  spfash  each  other  and 
we  float. down  the  river  too.  jump  onto  this 

big  blob,  sboot  up  in  the  air  and  try  to  mate  the 
biggest  splash  when  we  hrc  the  water,  ive  seen 
some  people  go  so  high  ■■  especially  the 
firefighters,  they  must  have  some  special 
powers  to  go  so  high  and  Climb  over  wans  so 
fast,  it  must  hesp  them  tafre  care  of  people. 

1  am  learning  to  buy  things  with  my  camp 
money.  Be  ready  for  me  when  ]  get  home, 

I  Know  how  to  write  a  checfc- 

Jpjjp-j  J.-r 


1  learned  that  I  am  pare  of  a  team.  Everyone  here  is  on 
the  team,  even  girls  and  big  Kids.  One  hid  didrft  Know 
he  was  on  my  team  at  first  and  hit  me  with  a  sdcu. 
Grandpa  Itflllie  made  him  say  sorry.  Grandma  Helene  Is 
the  captain  of  the  team.  I  Know  she’s  not  really  my 
grandma,  but  she  mates  sure  we  are  taKen  care  of  and 
maKes  sure  we  benave  right.  She  cars  She  Knows  you 
guys.  ]  believe  her. 

After  we  play  and  have  fun  we  have  to  go  to  class. 

It’s  not  my  favorite  part,  J  learned  that  I'm  too  good 
for  drugs-  Did  you  Know  waging  and  eating  right  can 
help  Keep  away  diabetes  -  Tbe  pmpstw  said  so.  £om^ 
times  I  just  sleep. 

The  hayride  and  campfire  was  fun.  A  lot  of  us  did 
some  singing  on  stage  and  then  we  ate  s'mores.  Hey,  I 
get  to  drive  a  car  at  this  camp.  And  we  made  soapbox 
derby  cars  to  race  in.  £Ome  of  the  older  Kids  made  a 
rad  £dminoie  Hummer.  We  all  worKed  hand  on  that  and 
tried  to  win  the  race,  I'm  not  sure  if  we  won  -  our 
counselor  said  we  are  all  winners 

I  have  to  go  now.  I  want  to  come  baCK  next  year. 
Maybe  you  can  come  with  me  next  year  and  be  a  coun¬ 
selor.  It  would  be  good  to  have  you  guys  on  this  team 
with  me.. 

Love, 

From  Camp  Kulaoua 

'  v-,  W 
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Big  C/press,  immoKaiee  Youngsters  Attend  Camp 

Tribe's  Annual  Trip  to  Camp  Kuiaqua 


By  Judy  Weeks 

HIGH  SPRINGS,  Fla.  —  Tribal  youngsters  between  the 
ages  of  10  and  17  rushed  to  enroll  in  this  year’s  Big  Cypress  and 
Immokalee  Youth  Camp,  held  in  High  Springs,  Fla.,  northwest  of 
Gainesville,  at  Camp  Kuiaqua,  Aug.  5-10.  Previous  participants 
were  eager  to  return  to  the  place  which  brought  back  such  fond 
memories,  while  first  timers  enthusiastically  listened  to  their  peers 
and  couldn’t  wait  to  join  in  the  fun. 

For  the  first  time,  the  camp  opened  its  enrollment  to  any 
Tribal  youth  with  an  interest  in  attending.  This  high-spirited  week 
of  activity  fosters  positive  relations  among  the  Tribe’s  younger 
set. 

Family  Services  Director  Helene  Buster  coordinated  the 
youth  camp  with  Assistant  Director  Debbie  Ray  and  input  from 
Allied  Health  Manager  Suzanne  Davis.  Their  carefully  selected 
staff  included  personnel  from  departments  including  Family 
Services,  Health*  Fitness,  Recreation, 

Education,  Housing,  Fire  and  Rescue  and 
the  Seminole  Police  Department. 

While  there  were  many  advantages 
to  attending  the  camp,  the  main  goal  was 
creating  awareness  of  the  risk  of  diabetes 
among  Native  American  youth  and  the 
means  of  its  prevention.  The  camp  also 
highlighted  self-esteem  topics  and  appropri¬ 
ate  money  management  techniques. 

Participants  gathered  at  their  local 
gym  for  a  healthy  breakfast  on  Aug.  5 
before  boarding  charter  buses  in 
Immokalee,  <Big  Cypress  and  Brighton  for 
the  trip  to  Camp  Kuiaqua.  Arriving  at  their 
destination  around  4:30  p.m.,  the  group 
attended  a  short  orientation  and  received 
their  cabin  assignments.  The  campers  greet¬ 
ed  new  friends  and  familiarized  themselves 
with  the  facilities  during  a  few  minutes  of 
down  time. 

Then  it  was  off  to  the  cafeteria  for 
the  first  of  many  healthy,  nutritious  and: 
tasty  meals  that  they  would  enjoy  during 
their  weeklong  stay.  Despite  the  excitement 
of  anticipation,  everyone  welcomed  lights 
out  at  9:30  p.m. 

Chaperones  and  staff  members  put 
together  a  comprehensive  itinerary  with 
multiple  goals  surrounding  the  basic  issue 
of  diabetes  prevention.  Jhe  importance  of 
exercise  and  a  healthy  diet  to  accomplish 
these  goals  made  participation  in  the  activi- 
1  ■Hies,  classes  and  games,  mandatory.  The 
campers  were  divided  into  two  age  groups 
ranging  from  7-10  years  and  11-17  year 
olds  in  order  to  give  equal  opportunity  to  each  individual. 

A  program  of  this  scope  took  months  of  planning  and 
preparation  but  the  end  result  was  very  rewarding.  Whether  deal-  1 
ing  with  diabetes,  mental,  physical,  or  social  issues,  the  key  to 
success  is  positrS>e  choices.  This  conference  was  aimed  at  helping 
the  youngsters  recognize  their  options  and  make  positive  choices 
while  dealing  with  temptation  and  peer  pressure.  All  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  chaperones  participated  in  the  activities  and  developed  a 
bond  with  their  youthful  charges. 

Nutrition  was  a  key  issue  for  the  participants  and  their 
chaperones.  A  wide  variety  of  menus  offered  healthy  choices  that 
proved  tq  be  delicious  as  well  as  beneficial.  The  days  were  filled 
with  exercise  and  activities  that  created  healthy  appetites.  In  no  ■  * 
time  at  all,  junk  food  junkies  found  themselves  loading  up  at  the 
salad  bar  and  craving  main  courses  that  included  grilled  chicken 
and  vegetables.  They  discovered  that  snacks  don’t  have  to  be 
^loaded  with  sugar  and  fat  to  be  delicious  and  satisfying. 

As  the  Seminole  Tribe  ha_s  grown,  its  membership  has 
formed  separate  communities  and  Its  young  people  were  able  to 
.  .meet  many  of  their  counterparts  scattered  across  the  state. 
Acquaintances  and  friendships  have  begun  to  develop  that  will 
help  the  new  generation  mold  a  strong,  influential  future  for  the 
j^^Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  “attitude  is  everything  in  life.” 
The  truth  in  this’&dage  was  apparent  within  just  a  few  days  at 
camp.  The  majority  of  the  youngsters  were  thrilled  to  have  an 
.  opportunity  to  participate  in  this  wonderful  adventure,  but  as 
ahvavs,  there  are  a  few,  for  whatever  reasons,  who  do  not  wish  to 

partSke^ 

This  problem  was  tactfully  handled,  and  within  a  very  * 

-t  tim€,  a  transformation  to  a  positive  attitude  took  place.  . 
’Mfpre  the  week  was  over,  children  who  wished  to  femain  on  the 
siSeliqgs  had  joined  the  groups  and  were  in  the  thick  of  things. 

“  (Each  morning  at  7  a.m.,  everyone  was  encouraged  to  par¬ 
lor  morning  walk  around  the  camp,  before  consuming  a 
rtyfireakfast.  The  activities  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  6  began 
vith  a  shaft  welcoming  presentation  at  King  Chapel.  Each  of  the 
Pungfters  received  a  camp  backpack,  visor,  towel,  personal 
'■miene  kit  and  schedule.  Flashlights,  bug  spray 


and  sun  block  were  distributed  to  each  cabin. 

Big  Cypress  Recreation  Director  Stan  Frischman  provid- 
pd  a  money  management  orientation  program.  A  canteen  had  been 
established  with  much  sought  after  healthy  and  unhealthy  items 
with  appropriate  price  tags.  Campers  in  the* 7- 10  age  range 
received  camp  play  money  of  $50  for  the  week,  for  use  at  the  can¬ 
teen.  me  11-17  year  olds  received  a  camp  check  book  of  the  same 
amount.  * 

Wise  campers  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  earn 
camp  bucks  by  doing  a  good  deed  each  day  to  increase  their 
resources.  It  didn’t  take  long  for  them  to  figure  out  the  system  and 
put  it  to  work.  By  saving  their  money  and  making  wise  choices, 
they  were  able  to  purchase  camp  prizes  on  the  final  day. 

Age  appropriate  classes  were  held  throughout  the  Week 
dealing  with  some  very  important  issues.  Self-esteem  classes 
delved  into  how  much  an  individual  likes,  accepts  and  respects 
a  'himself  as  an  overall 


person. 

“Ask  yourself, 

‘Who  am  I?’  Are  you 
.  fun,  strong,  loving  and 
an  Unconquered 
Seminole?”  asked 
|  Counselor  Charles  . 

Swindoll.  “Say,  ‘I  can 
be  a  winner.  I  can 
make  positive  changes 
in  my  life.’  How  we 
view  ourselves  and  our 
lives  is  how  we  view 
'  the  world  around  us 
and  that  is  what  shapes 
our  world.” 

The  “Who  am 
I?”  classes  stressed 
!  personal  identity. 

,  “You  are  one 

f“of  a  kind,  a  fingerprint 
and  God’s  signature,” 

Swindoll  said.  “Tell 
five  people  ‘I  am 
somebody,’ ‘I  am 
|  accepted,’  ‘I  have 
unconditional  love,’  ‘I 
have  security’  and  ‘I 
am  worthy.  ’  ” 

.  “  Using  this 

concept,  the  youngsters  was  produced  by 
learned  that  they  are  the  Iseena  and 
the  ones  who  can  make  Oleeta  Cabins  and 
a  difference  in  their 
lives. 

A  nutrition  and  diabetic  management  course 
ly  introduced.  Using  the  familiar  characters  from  The  Simpsons, 
educators  performed  a  skit  to  deliver  the  message  that  field  the 
audience  captive  and  laid  the  groundwork  for  a  healthy  lifestyle. 

A  hard-hitting  substance  abuse  presentation  made  the 
children  aware  of  the  dangers  of  drags,  not  only  In  use,  but  by 
association  with  the  users. 

With  the  group  aheady  involved  in  the  money  manage¬ 
ment  program,  the  money  processing  presentation  took  them  one 
step  further.  The  participants  learned  that  by  careful  planning  and 
budgeting,  they  will  be  able  to  control  their  finances  and  have  a 
possibility  of  achieving  some  of  their  goals.  Money  was  compared  for  the  fabrication  of  a 


below  a  platform.  Each  individual  took  a  turn  on  the  platform,  and 
with  their  hearts  racing  and  their  stomachs  in  their  throats,  they 
fell  backwards  into  the  waiting  arms  of  their  teammates.  Some 
took  16nger  than  others  to  muster  up  their  courage,  but, shouts  of 
encouragement  bolstered  then. resolve  and  eventually,  everyone 
survived  the  fall  without  mishap. 

The  climbing  wall  proved  to  be  a  special  challenge,  but 
the  Tribal  Fire  and  Rescue  team  showed ‘them  how  it’s  done. 

Using  each  other  to  mount  the  wall,  they  formed  a  human  ladder 
and  scaled  the  obstacle.  Team  work  can  make  a  big  difference 
during  a  life  or  death  experience  and  you  must  remain  calm  and  . 
use  your  head  to  your  advantage  was  the  lesson  learned.  , 

Everyone  looked  forward  to  then  daily  swimming  oppor- 1 
tunities.  Whether  playing  in  the  shallows  or  tackling  “the  Blob”  1 

—  a  huge  blow  up  cylinder  beneath  the  diving  boards  —  every- 1 
one  had  a  blast.  Divers  would  jump  obtcrfine  end  of  the  Blob  in 
an  attempt  to  dislodge  someone  on  the  opposite  end,  sending  them 
catapulting  into  the  cold  waters  of  nearby  Honupby  Springs. 

On  Aug.  9  they  were  transported  ofifl  site  to  historic 
Ichetucknee^Springs  for  a  four  horn  tubing  experience. 
Archeological  findings  at  this  location  have  proven  the  existence 
of  Native  Americans  on  the  Florida  peninsula  more  than  10,000 
years  ago.  Braving  the  cold  spring  waters,  t|iey  traveled  in  the 
footsteps  of  their  ancient  ancestors. 

Each  day  provided  a  new  opportunity  for  entertainment. 
On  the  evening  of  Aug.ti,  the  group  traveled  by  hayride  to  the 
Miner’s  Campfire,  where  musicians  entertained  them  as  well  as 
gave  them  an  opportunity  to  participate.  Camp  employees  offered 
a  snake  and  raccoon  presentation,  followed  by  everyone’s  favorite  , 

—  the  making  of  s’ mores. 

The  morning  of  Aug.  7  was  the  go-cart  experience  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  afternoon  trip  to  the  zoo  and  nature  center.  Here  the 
group  had  an  opportunity  to  see  up  close  and  personal  the  alarm 
clock  that  had  been  awakening  them  each  morning  promptly  at  j 
6:30  a.m.  —  the  lion.  His  roar  can  be  heard  throughout  the  camp  0 
and  he  is  truly  the  king  of  beasts. 

There  were  daily  trips  to  the  gym  for  a  variety  of  sports, 
which  included  soccer,  basketball,  dodge  ball  and  tumbling.  Aug. 
8’s  shaving  cream  fight  will  live  long  in  the  memories  of  the 
youngsters,  chaperones  and  staff  members  alike.  * 

A  lotSof 


thought  and  creativ¬ 
ity  went  into  the 
poster  making  con¬ 
test,  which  was 
conducted  by  cabin. 
The  winning  design 


.will  be  featured  on 
■jjPnext  year’s  camp  T- 
, skillful-.  *  shirt. 

By  far  one 
of  the  most  difficult 
and  complex  proj-  . 
eets  was  the  build¬ 
ing  and  racing  of 
the  soap  box  derby 
cars.  Cabins  were 
divided  into  groups 
of  two  and  given  a  card! 
board  box  and  art  supplies 


with  how  Native  Americans  traditionally  hunted  or  harvested  in 
the  proper  seasons  and  saved  toward  the  leaner  times  when  these 
sources  were  not  available. 

Willie  Johns  gave  a  very  impressive  cultural  presentation 
in  which  he  told  the  youngsters  about  their  heritage  and  deep 
roots  in  the  Native  American  experience.  He  instilled  pride  in 
their  ancestors  and  the  strong  values  that  they  have  passed  down 
to  the  next  generations. 

“It  is  important  that  you  learn  about  your  culture  and 
pass  this  on  to  your  children  and  grandchildren  in  ordpr  for  the 
Seminole  Tribe  to  survive,”  said  Johns,  r 

While? individual  self-worth  is  important,  life  is  a  team¬ 
work  experience.  Survival  is  dependent  upon  interaction  with  oth¬ 
ers.  Constructive  soqpl  relationships  depend  upon  teamwork, 
whether  in  school,  sports,  careers,  community,  partnerships  and 
marriage.  Many  of  the  activities  throughout  the  week  were  built 
on  this  premise. 

The  low  element  ropes  course  began  with  the 
“Centipede,”  which  placed  teams  on  two  boards  with  a  rope  han-1 
die  for  each  participant.  Only  by  working  in  unison  could  the 
team  walk  then  board  forward. 

Each  activity  became  more  involwgd  and  required  a  »V 
building  of  trust  with  your  fellow  participants.  Dining  the  : 
“Climb”  each  team  member  joined  in  a  human  pyramid  balanced 
precariously  on  a  small  platform.  The  “Island  Hopper”  was  quite  a 
challenge  as  they  had  to  travel  from  one  platform  to  another  using 
short  board  to 


derby  car.  During  the  next 
two  hours,  the  participants 
had  to  name,  design  and 
create  their  entry  for  use 
in  an  evening  race  on  m 
Aug.  8  through  a  very 
complicated  obstacle 
course. 

Working  as  a 

relay,  the  derby  teams  __ 
competed  from  inside  their  box 
car.  Dodging  obstacles,  throwing  a  ball  ir 
dropping  a  plate  in  a  ring  and  arranging  puzzle  pieces  were  just  a 
few  of  the  challenges  that  they  mastered  with  great  skill. 

Everyone  in  the  Box  Car  Derby  was  a  winner;  however  the  Rad 
Girls  triumphed  over  the  Lady  Bugs  and  Red,  White  and  Blue 
teams.  .x 

A  junior  rodeo  had  been  planned  for  the  evening  of  Aug. 
9,  but  was  cancelled  due  to  rain.  This  did  not  dampen  their  spirits 
after  such  a  wonderful  week  and  they  quickly  adapted  by  spend¬ 
ing  some  down  time  at  the  gym  and  then  grabbing  some  much 
needed  Z’s. 

By  the  time  the  final  morning  of  camp  rolled  around  on 
Aug.  10,  there  were  mixed  emotions.  It  was  time  to  clean  up  their 
cabins  and  the  realization  that  their  adventure  was  nearly  over 
began  to  sink  in.  Gathering  for  a  closing  ceremony,  camp  coun¬ 
selors  handed  out  certificates  to  each  camper  and  told  positive 
things  about  them.  It  was  a  time  to  reminisce,  give  hugs,  exchange 


Tribal  Dental  Program  to  Educate  Pediatricians 

AAP  Grant  to  Help  With  Education  of  Doctors  Who  Treat  Natives 


o\«  Oentaj  A 


By  Melissa  Sherman 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Thanks  to  a  grant  by 
the  American  Academy  of  Pediatrics  (AAP),  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  Dental  Program  has 
organized  an  oral  presentation  to  be 
given  for  pediatricians  and 
other  health  care  providers 
who  care  for  American 
Indian/ Alaska  Native 
infants  and  young  . 

children.  The  pro-  j  J 

gram  will  also  \fM 

cover  prenatal 
mothers  of  American 
Indian/ Alaska  Native 
babies. 

The  training, 
scheduled  for  mid- 
November,  will  focus 
on  the  awareness  of 
oral  disease  in  children 
with  an  emphasis  on 
early  childhood  caries 
(ECC).  ECC  is  simply 
tooth  decay  in  a  child 
between  the  ages 
of0and3. 

The  _Y 

Tribal  Dental  jL 

Program  hopes  that 
the  training  will  lead 
those  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession  to  provide  a  decay  '  Jv 

0/v 


risk  assessment  on  all 
American  Indian/ Alaska  Native 


children  between  the  ages  of  0  and  3  at 
their  well  baby/well  child  exam  or  routine 
visit.  During  the  well  baby  visit  the  doctor  may 


also  paint  the  baby’s  teeth  with  fluoride  varnish;  or 
if  any  dental  care  is  needed,  refer  the  patient  to  the 
Seminole  Dental  Program  for  a  visit. 

A  child’s  first  dental  visit  should 
occur  by  at  least  6  months  of  age, 
or  no  later  than  six  months  after 
the  first  tooth  erupts,  or 
whichever  comes  first. 
The  AAP  recommends 
that  all  infants 
Q.  receive  oral 
''A  health  risk 
*  assessments  by  6 
months  of  age. 
Infants  at  high  risk 
of  early  childhood 
caries  should  be 
referred  to  a  den¬ 
tist  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Starting  den¬ 
tal  health  care  at  a 
young  age  promotes 
positive  dental  health 
practices  in  the 
future, 

C  according  to 
„  Q  Tribal  Dental 
v  ^  Program 

CVN.  Prevention 

V  Coordinator  Kerri 
►  Cook. 

“We  do  not 

want  the  first  visit  to  the 
dentist  to  be  uncomfortable,” 


she  said.  “Many  times  a  child’s  first 
visit  to  the  dentist  occurs  after  the  cavity 
can  be  seen.” 


Celebrating  National  Food  Safety  Education  Month ® 


Submitted  by  Patrick  Peck,  Environmental 
Health  Program  Manager 

September  is  National  Food  Safety 
Education  Month®.  This  marks  the  13th  year  that 
the  National  Restaurant  Association  Educational 
Foundation’s  (NRAEF)  International  Food  Safety 
Council  has  designated  this  annual  campaign  to 
heighten  the  awareness  about  the  importance  of 
food  safety  education. 

Each  year  a  new  theme  and  training  activi¬ 
ties  are  created  for  the  restaurant  and  foodservice 
industry  to  reinforce  proper  food  safety  practices 
and  procedures.  This  year’s  theme  is  “Foodbome 
Pathogens:  Your  Family’s  Health  is  in  Your  Hands.” 

This  year,  the  Tribe’s  Health  Department  is 
initiating  a  series  of  food  safety  classes  open  to 
Tribal  citizens  and  employees  involved  in  the  food 
business.  The  food  trainings  are  as  follows:  a  three- 
to  four-hour  food  handling  class,  covering  food  han¬ 
dling  protocols,  and  an  eight-hour  food  manager’s 
class,  covering  food  safety  topics. 

September  is  an  opportunity  for  everyone 
to  educate  themselves  on  proper  food  safety  and  get 
the  message  out  that  food  safety  is  not  an  option, 
but  an  obligation. 

A  recent  article  noted  Florida  as  ranking 
No.  1  in  reported  food  borne  illness  outbreaks. 


Although  taken  for  granted,  food  consumption  is  a 
daily  activity  that  may  pose  potential  short-  and 
long-term  negative  health  impacts  when  those 
ingested  foods  are  not  properly  stored,  refrigerated, 
handled,  prepared  or  cooked. 

Lately,  there  are  reminders  of  how  unsafe 
foods  can  be  by  the  numerous  publicized  safety 
alerts  and  recalls  such  as  the  reported  contamination 
of  bagged  spinach  and  tainted  peanut  butter.  These 
recalls  often  get  widespread  attention. 

However,  very  little  attention  is  paid  to  the 
millions  of  individuals  who  get  ill  from  their  own 
food  supply.  Everyone  needs  to  be  reminded  that 
the  young,  old  and  immuno-compromised  are  at 
risk  from  contaminated,  adulterated,  and  improperly 
cooked  foods. 

Food  safety  is  an  important  life  skill  that 
can  be  as  much  a  necessity  in  a  home  setting  as  it  is 
at  a  commercial  food  facility.  Consumers  need  to 
know  simple  steps  they  can  take  to  prevent  food 
borne  illness.  One  way  is  to  reinforce  the  four  basic 
messages:  Clean,  Separate,  Cook  and  Chill. 

The  Health  Department  welcomes  Tribal 
citizens  and  employees  to  these  very  informative 
food  safety  educational  sessions.  To  register,  simply 
call  the  Seminole  Health  Department  at  (954)  965- 
1300,  Ext  10326. 
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The  Benefits  of  Breastfeeding 


Submitted  by  Seminole  Health  Department 

Having  a  new  baby  is  one  of  the  most  joy¬ 
ous  times  in  a  parent’s  life,  but  it  is  also  a  time 
filled  with  many  new  decisions.  One  of  the  biggest 
decisions  to  make  in  regard  to  the  health  of  your 
baby  is  whether  or  not  to  breastfeed.  Breastfeeding 
has  always  been  the  natural  choice,  but  here  are  a 
few  great  reasons  why  it  may  also  be  the  most 
healthful  choice  you  can  make  for  you  and  your 
baby. 

Almost  everyone  can  benefit  from  breastfeed¬ 
ing  in  some  way.  Breastfeeding  can  help  with 
health  care  costs,  and  less  absences  from  work  and 
school.  This  is  because  people  who  were  breastfed 
generally  are  healthier  and  have  less  doctor  visits. 
Also  breastfeeding  produces  no  plastic  waste  the 
way  bottle  feeding  does,  and  that  is  better  for  the 
environment. 

There  are  some  considerations  though  for 
choosing  to  breastfeed.  Breast  implants  can  cause 
damage  to  nerves  in  the  breasts,  making  breastfeed¬ 
ing  difficult  or  impossible.  Whether  or  not  you  can 
breastfeed  after  having  implants  can  only  he  deter¬ 
mined  through  attempts  to  breastfeed.  The  type  of 


breast  augmentation  surgery  you  choose  to  have 
can  increase  or  decrease  your  risk  of  not  being  able 
to  breastfeed  after  surgery. 

Breastfeeding  is  a  logical  choice  for  many 
women  because  of  the  benefits  listed  above.  Breast 
feeding  is  also  a  traditional  practice. 

Despite  the  benefits,  some  women  will 
choose  to  bottle  feed  their  babies.  Factors  such  as 
pain  or  discomfort  from  breastfeeding,  time  con¬ 
straints,  fear,  the  inability  to  breastfeed  or  just  per¬ 
sonal  choice  can  lead  women  to  choose  bottle  feed¬ 
ing  over  breastfeeding.  Whether  to  bottle  feed  or 
breastfeed  your  baby  is  one  of  the  first  important 
decisions  a  parent  will  make.  Being  educated  on 
the  pros  and  cons  of  breastfeeding  and  finding  out 
what  works  for  you  as  a  parent  will  help  you  to 
make  the  best  decision  for  your  baby. 

If  you  are  interested  in  breastfeeding, 
speak  to  your  obstetrician  about  contacting  a  certi¬ 
fied  lactation  consultant  or  for  more  information 
about  breastfeeding  please  visit  your  reservation’s 
health  educator  or  nutritionist,  and  visit  one  of 
these  helpful  websites:  www.4women.gov, 
www.babycenter.com  or  www.womenshealth.gov. 


Benefits  of  Breastfeeding  for  the  Baby: 

-  Breast  milk  is  the  most  complete  and  well  balanced  nutrition  for  infants. 

-  Breast  milk  contains  antibodies  necessary  to  build  babies’  immune  systems. 

-  Breast  milk  is  easier  to  digest  than  formula  for  many  babies. 

-  Breast  fed  babies  tend  to  gain  less  unnecessary  weight  and  are  leaner.  This  may  help  in  maintaining 
a  healthy  body  weight  later  in  life. 

-  Because  it  helps  maintain  a  healthy  weight,  breastfeeding  can  help  to  prevent  diabetes. 

-  Premature  babies  show  better  development  on  breast  milk  than  on  formula. 

-  Breast  feeding  also  requires  no  sterilization,  so  there  is  no  risk  for  contamination.  Bottles  that  are 
improperly  sterilized  can  harbor  bacteria  which  can  be  passed  along  to  the  baby. 

Benefits  of  Breastfeeding  for  Mothers: 


-  Breastfeeding  uses  up  extra  calories,  making 
it  easier  to  get  rid  of  those  post  pregnancy 
pounds. 

-  Breastfeeding  also  helps  the  uterus  to  get 
back  to  its  original  shape  and  can  help  lessen 
bleeding  after  giving  birth. 

-  Breastfeeding  can  delay  the  return  of  ovula¬ 
tion  and  menstrual  cycles.  (This  however,  is 
not  a  100  percent  means  of  birth  control). 

-  Breast  feeding  can  help  lower  your 
risk  for  breast  cancer  and  ovarian 
cancer. 

-  Some  research  suggests  that 
breastfeeding  may  help  pre¬ 
vent  osteoporosis  after 
menopause. 

-  Breastfeeding  saves  time  and 
money.  There  is  no  formula  to 
buy,  measure  or  mix  and  no 
bottles  to  warm. 

-  A  mother  can  feed  a  baby  with 
very  little  delay  when  she 
chooses  to  breastfeed. 

-  Breastfeeding  is  a  quiet 
moment  for  mothers  to  relax  and 
bond  with  their  baby. 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  Does  coffee  kill  the  benefits  of  vita¬ 
mins? 

A:  Any  beverage  or  food  containing  caf¬ 
feine  such  as  coffee,  tea,  chocolate  and  some  sodas, 
can  inhibit  the  absorption  of  vitamins  and  minerals 
and  increase  their  excretion  from  the  body. 

However,  this  raises  a  more  important 
question:  What  are  the  benefits  of  vitamins? 

It’s  very  important  to  talk  with  your  doctor 
before  you  take  any  vitamin  and  mineral  pills,  espe¬ 
cially  if  you  take  prescription  medicines,  have  any 
health  problems  or  are  elderly.  Taking  too  much  of 
a  vitamin  or  mineral  can  cause  problems  with  some 
medical  tests  or  interfere  with  drugs  you’re  taking. 

Vitamins  and  minerals  are  “micronutrients” 
your  body  needs  in  small  hut  steady  amounts.  Your 
body  can’t  make  most  micronutrients,  so  you  must 
get  them  elsewhere. 

Vitamins  are  natural  substances  found  in 
plants  and  animals.  There  are  two  types  of  vitamins: 
water-soluble  and  fat- soluble. 

Water-soluble  vitamins  are  easily  absorbed 
by  your  body.  Unlike  fat-soluble  vitamins,  they 
don’t  have  to  be  absorbed  using  bile  acids  (fluids 
used  to  digest  fats).  Your  body  doesn’t  store  large 
amounts  of  water-soluble  vitamins.  The  water-solu¬ 
ble  vitamins  you  don’t  need  are  removed  by  your 
kidneys  and  come  out  in  your  urine 

Your  body  has  to  use  bile  acids  to  absorb 
fat-soluble  vitamins.  Once  these  vitamins  are 
absorbed,  your  body  stores  them  in  body  fat.  When 
you  need  them,  your  body  takes  them  out  of  storage 
to  be  used. 

Here  are  some  water-soluble  vitamins: 
Vitamin  C,  biotin  and  the  seven  B  vitamins  —  thi¬ 
amin  (B-l),  riboflavin  (B-2),  niacin  (B-3),  pan¬ 
tothenic  acid  (B-5),  pyridoxine  (B-6),  folic  acid  (B- 


9)  and  cobal- 
amin  (B-l 2).  Here 
are  some  fat- soluble  vita¬ 
mins:  A,  D,  E  or  K. 

Minerals  come  from  the  earth  or  from 
water.  Plants  and  animals  absorb  them  to  get  nutri¬ 
ents.  The  “major  minerals”  are  calcium,  phospho¬ 
rus,  magnesium,  sodium,  potassium,  sullur  and 
chloride.  They  are  considered  major  minerals 
because  adults  need  them  in  large  amounts. 

The  “trace  minerals”  are  chromium,  cop¬ 
per,  fluoride,  iodine,  iron,  manganese,  molybdenum, 
selenium  and  zinc.  Your  body  needs  them  in  smaller 
amounts. 

It  would  he  hard  to  “overdose”  on  vitamins 
or  minerals  that  you  get  from  the  foods  you  eat.  But 
if  you  take  supplements,  you  can  easily  take  too 
much.  This  is  even  more  of  a  risk  if  you  take  fat- 
soluble  vitamins. 

Whole  foods  are  your  best  sources  of  vita¬ 
mins  and  minerals.  They  offer  three  main  benefits 
over  supplements  including  that: 

1 .  They  contain  a  variety  of  the  micronutri¬ 
ents  your  body  needs.  An  orange,  for  example,  pro¬ 
vides  vitamin  C  but  also  beta  carotene,  calcium  and 
other  nutrients.  A  vitamin  C  supplement  lacks  these 
other  micronutrients. 

2.  They  provide  dietary  fiber,  which  is 
important  for  digestion  and  can  help  prevent  certain 
diseases  such  as  cancer,  diabetes  and  heart  disease. 
Adequate  fiber  intake  can  also  help  prevent  consti¬ 
pation. 

3.  They  contain  other  substances  such  as 
antioxidants  which  slow  down  the  natural  process 
that  leads  to  cell  and  tissue  damage. 

If  you  depend  on  supplements  rather  than 
eating  a  variety  of  whole  foods,  you  miss  the  poten¬ 
tial  benefits  of  these  substances. 

For  some  people,  including  those  on 
restrictive  diets,  multivitamin-mineral  supplements 
can  provide  vitamins  and  minerals  that  their  diets 
often  don’t.  Older  people  and  pregnant  women  have 
altered  nutrient  needs  and  may  also  benefit  from  a 
supplement. 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

(L-R)  Community  Blood  Centers  of  South  Florida  staffers  Dahlia  Steele-Huey,  Lenny  Dellarocca, 
Juan  Nunez  and  Bunny  Phelps  beside  one  of  two  donor  buses  with  Seminole  Casino  Coconut 
Creek  General  Manager  Steve  Bonner. 


Seminole  Casino  Coconut  Creek 
Motivates  Blood  Donors  with  Offers 

Casino  Provides  Donors  Fresh  Harvest  Gift  Certificates 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

COCONUT  CREEK  —  Nearly  70 
people  donated  their  blood  at  the  Seminole 
Casino  Coconut  Creek  on  Aug.  19,  considered  to 
be  a  great  turnout  by  the  Community  Blood 
Centers  of  South  Florida. 

“Only  five  percent  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  donates,”  commented  Bunny 
Phelps,  director  of  donor  recruitment  of 
the  organization’s  North  Broward  area, 
as  Steve  Bonner,  the  casino’s  general 
manager  stepped  into  fine  to  donate  his 
blood. 

“Steve  has  been  and  continues  to  be 
a  big  believer  in  what  we  do,”  she  said. 

The  casino  has  participated  in  the 
drive  for  the  past  two  years,  placing  ads  in 
newspapers  and  radio  to  get  more  people 
involved.  They  host  one  of  two  annual  drives 
on  their  Employee  Appreciation  Day  during 
which  management  serves  lunch  to  the  other 
employees. 


Phelps  attributed  the  great  turnout  most¬ 
ly  to  the  employee  participation  and  $25  Fresh 
Harvest  restaurant  gift  certificate  given  to  all 
blood  donors.  Fresh  Harvest  is  the  casino’s  new 
290-seat  market-style  restaurant. 


COCONUT  CREEK 


PARENTING  CLASSES! 
Excellent  for  Moms,  Dads, 
Grandparents,  Foster  Parents, 
Potential  Foster  Parents, 


and  Relatives! 


Petty 

rrf  tiidlifw&od  Family 
farukts  Departs  tieni 


HlfTS  COURT  OftDEREG 
AND  tSO 

aar  eating;  CLrss 

REQUIREMENTS 


r 


New  Session  Starting  on  Thursday, 
July  l*lhl 

.  For  information, 

please  catr&SV  964-6338 

Ask  For  Beverly 
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FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


BRAD  PAISLEY 
PATTI  LUPONE 
ISRAEL  "CACHAO"  LOPEZ 
DUNCAN  SHEIK 
AMERICAN 
SINBAD 

WEEDING  SIGNER 
VELVET  REVOLVER 
MANA 

THE  NEVILLE  BROTHERS 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL, NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
WWE  (WORLD  WRESTLING 
ENTERTAINMENT) 
(SEPTEMBER  22ND) 
PRO  BULL  RIDERS 
WORLD  FINALS 
(LAS  VEGAS) 


Top  Theatre 


SPECIALIZING  IN  ALL  KIDS  EVENTS 
DISNEY'S  HIGH  SCHOOL 
MUSICAL  THE  ICE  TOUR 
SESAME  STREET  LIVE* 

ELMO  MAKES  MUSIC 
HANNAH  MONTANA 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker f  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


m  WE  DELIVER  TO  YOU!  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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Criminal  Defense 

— ♦ — 

DUl 
VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
- * - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston.  Florida 

- • - 

The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

863983-LAWS  (5297) 


SttAmurf 


Go If  Ibwnament 


Team  Fltnifla  is  holding  tryouts  for  players  wtw  were  bom  in  199S 
or  prior,  male  or  female,  to  form  teams  for  the  2008  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Indigenous  Games  Cowidran,  British  Columbia 

Location  &  Dales 

Afi  TIm&  ntrif  be  G-OQpm—S'Q&pm 

Big  Cypress  Gymnasium  —  September  17  &  IS 
Brighton  Gymnasium  —  September  24  fk  26 
Hollywood  Gymnasium  —  September  25  &  27 

Age  Categories 

Bantam  (Born  1994-1995) 

Midget  (Born  1932-1993) 

Juvenile  (Born  1909-1991) 

Senior  (Born  19  SB  &  earlier) 


I'fa-T  J'rTl'OTTM!!? 7 

I&M  or 


Tribal  Citizen  Appears  in  FSU  Campaign 


KyleDoney,  FSU  ‘Unconquered’ Team 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Being  recognized  in 
full  billboard  style  is  quite  a  rarity.  Kyle  Doney, 
Panther  Clan,  is  in  that  elite  group,  as  the  new  face  of 
Florida  State  University. 

In  commemoration  and  in  celebration  of  the 
Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary,  Doney  was  chosen  earlier 
this  month  as  part  of  a  new  yearlong  campaign  enti¬ 
tled  “Unconquered.”  It  was  designed  by  the  university 
to  heighten  awareness  for  FSU’s  academic  programs, 
faculty,  students  and  alumni. 

The  goal  of  the 
campaign  according  to  the 
official  website  at 
www.unconquered. fsu.com 
is  to  encourage  and  teach 
about  the  history  and  tradi¬ 
tion  behind  the  uncon¬ 
quered  spirit  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  FSU’s 
commitment  to  this  goal. 

Interstates  10  and 
75  have  been  the  major 
focus  for  the 

“Unconquered”  campaign, 
which  will  also  include 
billboards  within 
Tallahassee’s  city  limits.  In 
the  advertisements,  Doney 
wears  authentic  Seminole 
apparel  appearing  on  1 1 
billboards  and  in  television 
spots. 

FSU  Assistant 
Vice  President  of 
University  Relations  Frank 
Murphy  says  the  idea  to 
involve  Doney  came  through  maintaining  a  good  rela¬ 
tionship  with  faculty  and  staff  at  FSU  and  through 
many  of  the  Tribal  related  functions. 

“Kyle  is  a  great  young  man  and  [FSU]  saw 
him  as  a  prominent  figure,”  Murphy  said.  “We  want  to 


continue  to  emulate  the  spirit  of  the  unconquered.  We 
want  people  to  know  and  understand  our  relationship 
with  the  Seminole  people  better.” 

University  President  Dr.  T.K.  Wetherell  also 
said  he  was  excited. 

“Through  this  campaign,  we  are  announcing 
to  the  world  that  we  at  FSU  share  the  ‘Unconquered’ 
spirit.  We  never  quit;  we  never  give  up,  whether  it  is 
in  the  classroom,  in  the  game  or  in  life,”  he  said. 

At  23,  Doney  has  accomplished  a  lot  to  get 
where  he  is.  The  Brighton  resident  can  hang  his  hat  in 
part  on  his  education, 
completing  his  under¬ 
graduate  degree  in  politi¬ 
cal  science  with  a  minor 
in  criminology  this  past 
April. 

“It  all  starts 

with  education,”  Doney 
said. 

He  said  the 

Seminole  Tribe’s  legacy 
and  heritage  is  of  great 
importance  to  him  in 
agreeing  to  do  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

“Being  a 

Seminole  Tribal  mem¬ 
ber,  we  cannot  forget  our 
past,”  he  said.  “We  don’t 
want  to  forget  any  of  our 
past  because  once  we 
lose  that,  we  lose  our 
identity”. 

Doney  said 

FSU  was  always  on  his 
short  list  of  choices  to 
attend  college.  He  has  been  a  long  time  fan  of  the 
football  team  and  legendary  coach  Bobby  Bowden. 

“It’s  a  very  honoring  experience,”  he  said. 
“Hopefully  all  of  the  younger  generations  can  look  up 
to  me.” 


Saturday,  Scpteruhuf  29.  ’run 
HiJI  Crest  GolfCouric 
7:20  arri 

Must  prv-iej!  i  -ter  by 

Eve  ptc  umber  -7.  2007  m  parudjHite 

HpeuHdAII  Native  Tribal  Members*  Spouse*  &  Afllli&tc* 

tall  Milch  O^ceolti  m  954-445-7545 

Gina  aL  954-605-8909  eo  pre-register. 
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VOLLEYBALL  PLAYERS 


Savannah’s  mother,  Cara  Tiger,  said  she  believds  . 
Savannah  was  able  to  achieve  this  goal  because  of  an  “eag®nes 
to  please  her  father'  Mondo  and  Master  Rob”  and  “her  lovepf  tl 
sport.” 

“I’m  tickled  with  how  far  Master  Rob  has  brought  not 
only  my  child,  but  all  the  kids  in  the  time  he’s  been  there,”  she 
said. 


irger  Tampa  opponent  while  judges  look 


Savannah  spars 


Tenacious  Tiger  Takes  Two  _ 
Tae  Kwon  Do  Trophies 


By  Irena  Loleski 

MELBOURNE,  Fla.  —  Excitement  was  palpable  in 
the  air  as  competitors  from  all  across  the  state  gathered  to  vie 
for  the  prestigious  Florida  Cup,  held  at  Family  Tae  Kwon  Do  in 
Melbourne,  Fla.  on  Sept.  8.  The  cup  is  a  nationally  renowned 
Tae  Kwon  Do  tournament,  well  known  throughout  the  martial 
arts  community  for  its  demand  for  excellence. 

Coming  all  the  way  from  Big  Cypress  Reservation  was 
10-year-old  Go  Dragon  student,  Savannah  Tiger.  Tiger  was  set 
to  compete  in  two  separate  categories;  board  breaking  and 
point  contact  fighting,  both  within  her  10-11  year  old  age 
group  in  the  yellow-orange  belt  division. 

In  board  breaking,  Savannah  took  fourth  place,  and  in" 
the  point  contact  fighting,  she  cap¬ 
tured  first  place.  _ 

In  an  unprecedented  turn  of 
events,  Tiger  was  approached  with 
the  opportunity  to  compete  in  the 
division  above  her  own,  the  12-14 
year  old  division.  She  eagerly 
agreed,  even  though  she  would  be 
facing  a  competitor  four  years  her 
senior  who  outweighed  her  by  30 
pounds. 

Her  14-year-old  Tampa 
opponent  believed  he  had  an  e; 


In  all,  Savannah  took 
home  two  trophies  in  point  fighting.  One 
was  for  her  first  place  win  in  her  own  age 
bracket  and  the  other  was  for  her  second 
place  win  in  the  12-14  year  old  division. 

Savannah’s  cheering  section 
included  her  father  Mondo,  mother  Cara, 
sister  Tequesta  and  of  course,  her  coach  and 
instructor  Master  Rob  McCarthy —  founder 
of  the  Go  Dragon  Modem 
Defense  System. 

“I’m  really  proud  of  her,”  Mc< 
said.  “Savannah’s  dedication  to  martial  art? 

really  shows.  Her  family  is 
emely  supportive  and 


encouraging  to  all  of  our  children 
,  •  ii  i  • ,  7  7  r  ...  I  believe  I  speak  for  alM  of  us 
I  171  tickled  With  how  far  wh|n  I  say  that  Savannah  has  a  very 

Master  Rob  has  brought  not  bright  future  ahead  of  her  in  whatever 
only  my  child,  but  all  the  kids  she  choo!5s  t0  d°;.’ 
in  the  time  he  S  been  there. " 

Program  tqj  Big  Cypress.  The  program’s 
-  Cura  Tiger  blend  of  self  defense  techniques,  disci¬ 
pline  and  fitness  has  made  it  consistently 
popular  with  kids  and  adults  alike  and  will 


if 


Irena  Loleski 

ms  up  before  her  match  with  Master 


Savannah  Tiger  warms 
Rob. 


Proud  sister  Tequesta  poses  with  Savannah  after  her  first  win  of 
the  day>!  j 


back  three  pointers  and  a  steal  from  some  tough 
defense.  This  team  effort  gave  No  Skillz  a  bit  of  a 
cushion  at  a  critical  time. 

The  cushion  would  prove  to  come  in  handy 
when  Native  Ladies  tried  to  make  a  comeback  but 
fell  a  bit  short.  Arizona  No  Skillz  held  them  off  by 
keeping  up  the  defensive  pressure  and  taking  care  of 
the  ball.  The  final  was  55-63,  with  Arizona  No  Skillz 
claiming  another  championship. 


Janine  Cypress  (L)  returns  to  the  court  just  a  few 
months  after  her  baby  Janine  was  born. 


Pete  Osceola,  #20, 
ket. 
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Felix  DoBosz 

Richard  Primeaux  enjoys  playing  at  the 
Boys  &  Girls  Club. 


Former  NFL  player  Jim  Warne  holds  the  football  i 


Felix  DoBosi 

i  this  group  shot. 


Felix  DoBosz  Felix  DoBosz 

Jim  Warne  gives  the  kids  a  positive  pep  talk  that  they  jim  Warne  points  to  the  sky,  because  “The  sky’s 
can  relate  to.  the  limit.” 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 

CRIMINAL  LAW 

'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Atmss  Florida  For  Cher  20  Yeats  ” 

Law  Office  of  Scott  H.  Cupp*  LIC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33401 
(561)689-3625 
Fax:{561)686-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@bellsouth.nei 


Sioux  Ex-NFL  Great  Visits  Boys  &  Girls  Club 


ALL  STEEL  BUILDINGS 


Metal  Structures,  LLC 

hsv.'A  Miihirvluri  .lL  .rnH 


866-624-9100 


Good  Basketball,  Good  Fun 
in  Honor  of  Adam  Billie 
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Jim  Warne  holds  the  key  to 


FeUx  DoBosz  jim  Warne  enjoys  playing  on  the  field  with  the 
kids. 


Big  Town,  Arizona  No  Skillz  Take  Top  Honors 


By  Tony  Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Its 

that  time  of  the  year  again  for 
family  and  friends  to  gather  and 
remember  someone  who  was 
taken  before  his  time.  Adam 
Billie  was  a  kindhearted  person 
who  loved  to  compete,  especially 
when  it  came  to  basketball. 

Adam’s  brother  Jason 
Don  Billie  hosted  the  Adam  C. 
Billie  Memorial  Basketball 
Tournament  at  the  Hollywood 
Recreation  Gym,  Aug.  31 -Sept.  1. 
This  was  the  seventh  year  in  a 
row  this  tournament  has  taken 
place. 

“It  just  keeps  getting  bet¬ 
ter  every  year,”  said  Dodd.  “The 
talent  level  increases  each  year 
too.  It’s  a  good  gathering  for  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends;  good  food,  good 
ballin’  and  overall  a  good  time.” 


Jason  Don  Billie  (R)  poses  with  the  2007  men’s  champs,  Big  Town. 


AZ  No  Skillz  takes  the  2007  Championsip  back  to  Arizona. 


_  On  the  men’s  side  of  the  bracket, 

Big  Town  found  themselves  in  a  heated  bat- 
^  tie  against  BTR  in  the  championship  game. 
The  game  was  a  perennial  roller  coaster  ride, 
fail  with  steals,  dunks,  long  range  bombs,  and 
players  sacrificing  their  bodies  for  the  good 
1  of  the  team. 

QLi  Neither  team  was  in  control  of  the 

game  until  1:30  before  halftime  when  BTR 
hit  four  three-pointers  on  four  straight  pos- 

{  sessions;  only  two  of  which  were  answered 
by  Big  Town.  This  display  of  shooting  gave 
BTR  die  37-36  halftime  lead. 

Big  Town  came  out  ready  to  defend 
and  sink  some  shots  of  their  own.  It  was  a 
back  and  forth  game  the  entire  second  half 
just  as  in  the  first.  Both  teams  fought  hard 
and  with  1:29  remaining.  Big  Town  had  a 
five  point  lead  after  two  made  lfee-throws  by 
Big  Town. 

1,1  '  <i  One  defensive  stop  would  close  the 

izona.  curtains  on  BTR  when  Pete  Osceola  hit  a 
_  contested  three  pointer  on  the  next  posses¬ 
sion  to  make  it  a  two  point  game.  Big  Town 
made  more  free-throws  and  played  solid  defense  to 
create  a  turnover  in  the  final  seconds  to  capture 
another  championship. 


Within  the  native  basketball  circuit,  the  made  more  free-throws  and  played  solid  defense  to 

Adam  C.  Billie  Tournament  has  become  one  of  the  create  a  turnover  in  the  final  seconds  to  capture 

most  known  memorial  tournaments.  With  10  men’s  another  championship, 
teams  and  six  women’s  teams,  one  may  think  this  is 
not  a  huge  tournament. 

The  relatively  small  number  of  teams 
can  be  misleading.  However  the  level  of  play 
is  extremely  intense  with  natives  traveling 
from  Oklahoma,  California,  Washington, 

Canada,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Oregon, 

Wisconsin,  Arizona,  Mississippi  and  Alaska. 

The  tournament  tipped  off  at  5  p.m. 
on  Aug.  3 1  with  Below  the  Rim  (BTR)  and  Jl  4 

New  Edition  facing  off.  BTR  came  away  with  ,  I 

the  victory  and  the  tournament  was  underway.  M  JKt 

Game  after  game,  men  and  women  competed  ■k 

hard,  having  fun  at  the  same  time.  This  is  what 

the  Adam  C.  Billie  Tournament  is  all  about.  I 

The  games  on  Aug.  3 1  finished  up  at  ji  1 

close  to  1:30  a.m.  with  many  teams  being 
thrown  into  the  loser’s  side  of  the  bracket 
including  Janine’s  team,  Trail  and  Native  «  ' 

Ladies.  Arizona  No  Skillz  and  Elizabeth’s  '  ,  1  U  f  I*1  » 

Team  were  the  only  two  ladies  teams  without  a  •  vl*  ,  T  r  jr- 

loss.  44 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  men’s  m  ^ 

games,  Trail  Kings,  Ballin’,  Messed  Up,  New  JT  W  r 

Edition  and  Dem  Boyz  all  found  themselves  in 

the  loser’s  bracket.  Shockers,  Big  Town  and  Lila  Osceoia-Hean 

BTR  all  found  themselves  on  the  upside  of  the  Talbert  Cypress  (R)  gets  past  his  defender  and  creates  a 
things.  tough  lay  up. 

On  Sept.  1,  the  final  day  of  the  tour-  - 

nament,  teams  were  tired,  hurt  and  sore  but  - 

ready  to  get  in  the  gym  and  compete  for  the  ^  ■■ 

first  place  prize  money  and  bragging  rights  BB  I 

for  the  year.  The  games  started  at  8  a.m.  and  J  I  j  jBB  BP  ¥  B  BP 

continued  steady  with  a  few  teams  on  the  1  "  Y'™ 

men’s  and  women’s  side  being  eliminated  4^9  jk 

before  lunch  was  served.  \ 

BTR  advanced  to  the  championship 

game  facing  off  against  Big  Town  by  defeat-  ' 

ing  New  Edition,  a  team  from  Arizona,  who  * 

went  home  with  third  place  honors.  On  the  J 

women’s  side  Native  Ladies  climbed  their  J?  i 

way  back  in  to  the  championship  game  by  - 

capturing  a  close  win  over  Trail,  which  ■  J 

ended  their  run  giving  them  third  also. 

In  the  “game-for-it-all”  on  the 
women’s  side,  Arizona  No  Skillz  and  Native 

Ladies  were  battling  each  other  and  neither  Lila  0sce°|a-Hean 

team  was  backing  down.  There  were  big  Tasha  Osceola  (L)  attempts  to  steal  the  ball  from  Lorri 

plays  from  both  teams  and  the  action  was  eye  Osceola  (R). 

popping.  With  about  4:20  left  in  the  game,  _ 


Tasha  Osceola  (L)  attempts  to  steal  the  ball  from  Lorri 
Osceola  (R). 
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Youngsters  Get  Schooled  in  Water  Safety 


Layla  Petrills  looks  before  she  leaps  into 
the  pool. 


Aquatic  programs  for  infants  and 
toddlers  have  not  been  shown  to  decrease  the 
risk  of  drowning,  and  parents  should  not  feel 
secure  that  their  child  is  safe  in  water  or  safe 
from  drowning  after  participating  in  such  pro¬ 
grams.  Young  children  should  receive  con¬ 
stant,  close  supervision  by  an  adult  while  in 
and  around  water. 

The  term  “Parent  and  Child 
Aquatics”  describes  the  program;  however, 
preschool  teachers  accompany  and  teach  the 
child;  with  directions  provided  by  the  master 
instructor.  Parent  and  Child  Aquatics  classes 
require  an  adult  to  participate  in  the  water 
with  each  child.  Therefore,  the  teacher 
becomes  more  of  a  facilitator  of  parent-child 
interaction  than  an  instructor  for  the  child. 

The  program  was  conducted  June, 


Submitted  by  Hollywood  Aquatics 

Dario  Cypress  (R)  give  Aniya  Cypress  (L)  a  helping  hand. 


Submitted  by  David  S.  Duda 

The  Brighton  and 

Hollywood  Aquatics  centers  provide 
the  American  Red  Cross  Parent  and 
Child  Aquatics  Programs.  These 
help  children,  ages  6  months  to  5 
years,  become  comfortable  in  and 
around  the  water  so  they  are  ready 
to  learn  to  swim.  The  program  is  not 
designed  to  teach  children  to 
become  good  swimmers  or  even  to 
survive  in  the  water  on  their  own. 

Rather,  Parent  and  Child  Aquatics 
gives  parents  information  and  tech¬ 
niques  to  help  orient  their  children 
to  the  water  and  to  supervise  water 
activities  in  a  safe  manner. 

The  foundation  of  American 
Red  Cross  Parent  and  Child 
Aquatics  is  a  set  of  basic  skills  that 
prepares  young  children  to  become 
comfortable  in  the  water  so  they  can  Preschool  water 

be  ready  to  learn  how  to  swim.  _ 

These  basic  skills  include  getting 
adjusted  to  the  water  environment,  showing  comfort 
while  maintaining  a  front  or  back  position  in  the  water 
and  demonstrating  breath  control  (i.e.,  blowing  hub¬ 
bies  or  voluntarily  submerging  underwater). 

Statistics  show  that  children  under  the  age  of 
6  are  at  greater  risk  for  death  by  drowning  than  any 
other  age  group,  except  young  adults.  Most  drownings 
of  young  children  occur  in  unsupervised  water  situa¬ 
tions  involving  bathtubs,  residential  pools  and  hot 
tubs.  Parents  need  to  be  aware  that  even  if  their  chil¬ 
dren  have  learned  to  move  in  the  water,  they  still  lack 
the  judgment  to  recognize  dangerous  situations  and 
the  ability  to  swim  to  safety  if  necessary. 

The  American  Academy  of  Pediatrics  has 
issued  the  following  policy  statement: 

Infant  and  toddler  aquatic  programs  provide 
an  opportunity  to  introduce  young  children  to  the  joy 
and  risks  of  being  in  or  around  water. 

Generally,  children  are  not  developmentally 
ready  for  swimming  lessons  until  after  their 
fourth  birthday. 


July  and  August  2007.  The  program  taught  parents 
information  and  techniques  to  help  orient  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  water  and  to  supervise  water  activities  in  a 
safe  manner.  The  program  provided  20-30  minutes  of 
quality  instruction  time  for  each  child. 

Some  of  the  objectives  of  the  program 
included  increasing  knowledge  of  water  safety  and 
practices;  providing  an  opportunity  for  water  adjust¬ 
ment  and  swimming  skills;  and  demonstrating  sup¬ 
ported  floating  and  kicking  on  front  and  back. 

Aug.  3  was  the  last  day  of  the  program  and 
parents  were  invited  to  a  swim  party  and  cook  out. 
Parents,  children  and  instructors  were  in  the  water  for 
the  children  to  show  their  new  skills  to  the  parents. 
Achievement  awards  were  also  given  to  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  participated  in  the  program. 


2003  Drowning  Statistics  from  the  Center  for 
Disease  Control  and  Prevention 


Native  Americans  as  a  group  are  at  increased  risk  of  injury, 
but  Native  American  males  are  at  even  greater  risk  for 
many  types  of  injuries.  Compared  to  their  female  counter¬ 
parts,  Native  American  males  ages  20  years  and  older  are 
five  times  more  likely  to  drown.  Native  American  drown¬ 
ing  rates  were  nearly  three  times  that  of  whites  and  more 
than  twice  that  of  blacks.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Preschool  Department  has  made  a  commitment  to  stem  the 
tide  of  these  statistics  by  providing  swimming  instruction 
to  the  children  enrolled  in  its  program. 

Many  young  children  love  being  in  or  around  water, 
whether  it’s  a  backyard  pool  or  a  local  beach.  But  without 
proper  safety  measures,  water  can  he  dangerous  for  young 
children. 

Drowning  is  one  of  the  leading  causes  of  death  among  chil¬ 
dren  aged  one  to  four  years.  Babies  and  toddlers  drown 
most  often  at  home,  either  in  bathtubs  or  swimming  pools. 
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Photo  Courtesy  of  Ted  Nelson 

Billy  Nelson  leads  the  pack  out  of  the  gate  at  the  Air  Nautiques  AMA  Amateur  National  Championships. 


Nelson  Competes  in  Motocross  Championship 


By  Ted  Nelson 

HURRICANE  MILLS,  Tenn.  —  From  July 
30-Aug.  5,  Loretta  Lynn’s  Ranch  was  the  place  to  be 
for  the  top  amateur  motocross  riders  in  the  U.S.  The 
track  at  the  ranch  is  only  raced  on  once  each  year  for 
this  race  only  —  the  Air  Nautiques  AMA  Amateur 
National  Championships. 

Thousands  of  race  hopefulls  compete  from 
February  through  June  to  be  one  of  only  42  riders  at 
the  championship  starting  gate.  One  of  the  final  42 
riders  was  Tribal  citizen 
Billy  Nelson. 

As  the  race  was 
about  to  begin,  Nelson 
lined  up  at  the  starting 
gate  for  the  Motocross  A 
Pro-Sport  Class;  his 
hands  sweaty  from  the 
hundred-plus  degree 
temperature  made  even 
hotter  from  his  heavy 
gear.  His  eyes  were  riv¬ 
eted  on  the  gate  waiting 
for  the  drop,  as  the 
engine  screamed  in 
anticipation  of  the 
release  of  the  clutch: 

Nelson’s. 

Finally,  the 
starter’s  card  was 
dropped  and  the  20 
minute  plus  two  lap  race 
was  underway  as  42  dirt 
bike  riders  roared  off 
hoping  to  reach  the  first 
narrow  turn  in  front. 

Nelson  was  determined  to  get  a  good  start  and  he  sped 
to  the  front  with  five  other  riders. 

Nelson  stayed  up  with  the  front  pack  as  he 
approached  the  Ten  Commandments  —  a  very  techni¬ 
cal  “whoop”  section  of  the  track  consisting  of  several 
mini-jumps.  Right  after  passing  the  Ten 
Commandments,  he  heard  and  felt  his  shoulder  pop 
out  of  socket,  causing  him  to  slow  down  to  pop  it  back 


in  while  grimacing  in  pain.  This  happened  two  more 
times  during  the  race,  in  which  he  placed  28th. 

Before  the  second  day’s  racing  got  underway, 
Nelson  consulted  the  on-track  sports  medicine  support 
team.  They  taped  him  up,  which  Nelson  said  felt 
restricting,  however  he  continued  with  the  race.  As  a 
result  of  the  taping,  Nelson  didn’t  get  off  to  a  great 
start  and  struggled  to  control  his  bike  throughout  the 
race.  He  finished  25th  of  42  riders. 

Since  the  tape  was  only  hindering  Nelson’s 
performance,  he  opted 
to  ice  down  and  rest 
his  shoulder.  In  the 
third  race,  he  competed 
without  tape  or  a 
shoulder  brace,  howev¬ 
er  still  didn’t  get  a 
good  start,  finishing  in 
26th  place. 

Overall, 

Nelson  finished  in  25th 
place  of  the  three  races 
he  competed  in. 

He  said  he 

learned  a  lot  from  this 
national  event.  Even  at 
50  percent,  Nelson 
competed  —  and  more 
importantly,  he  com¬ 
pleted  the  race.  He  said 
he  knows  that  if  he 
were  operating  at  100 
percent  he  could  have 
given  the  nation’s  top 
riders  more  than  they 
could  handle. 

Nelson  would  like  to  thank  Hollywood 
Council  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Chairman  Mithchell 
Cypress  and  Seminole  Sport  Management  for  their 
support,  his  mechanics  JR  and  Pop,  Doug  Harvey 
Racing,  Greg  Baker,  Jack  Gordon,  and  all  his  family 
members  including  aunts,  uncles,  cousins  and  grand¬ 
mas. 


Bowers  Memorial  Bowling  Results 


Regular  Game: 

1.  Elton  Shore/Farrah  Jones,  445 

2.  Michael  Micco/Jackie  Thompson,  377 

3.  Philmon  Bowers/Trisha  Wilcox,  374 

4.  Greg  Kelly/Mary  Alice  Huff,  371 

5.  Amos  Billie/Alfreda  Muskett,  363 

6.  Leon  Wilcox,  Jr./Monica  Cypress,  358 

7.  Bobby  Frank/Terri  Frank,  354 

8.  Emory  Fish/Monica  Johns,  347 

9.  Rufus  Tiger/Dora  Tiger,  344 

lO.Danny  Jones/Crystal  Huff,  343 

1 1 .  Ollie  Wareham/Jackie  Thompson,  340 

12.  (tied)  Jamie  Smith/Alfreda  Muskett,  339 
12.  (tied)  Miguel  Cantu/Mary  Jane  Cantu,  339 
14.  George  Micco/Trisha  Osceola,  337 


Danny  Jones 


3.  6.  9  Game: 

1 .  Ollie  Wareham/Alffeda  Muskett,  45 1 

2.  Kenny  Doney/Dora  Tiger,  421 

3.  Miguel  Mata/Monica  Cypress,  418 

4.  Dean  Stokes/Jackie  Thompson,  410 

5.  Elton  Shore/Virginia  Billie,  409 

6.  Moses  Billie/Denise  Billie,  406 

7.  Bobby  Frank/Marilyn  Doney,  403 

8.  Marcie  Osceola/Terri  Frank,  386 

9.  (tied)  George  Micco/Rosetta  Bowers,  382 
9.  (tied)  Rufus  Tiger/Crystal  Huff,  382 
11.  Danny  Jones/Terri  Frank,  378 

12.  Derrick  Thomas/Mary  Wilcox,  373 

13.  Mitch  Osceola/  Mary  A.  Huff,  372 

14.  Michael  Micco/  Trisha  Osceola,  371 


The  tournament  was  held  in  remembrance  o 
zen  Gilbert  Bowers. 


No  Tap  Game: 

1.  Miguel  Mata/Monica  Johns,  456 

2.  Dean  Stokes/Monica  Cypress,  420 

3.  Philmon  Bowers/Mary  Wilcox,  416 

4.  Marcie  Osceola/Monica  Johns,  412 

5.  David  Jumper/ Alfreda  Muskett,  411 

6.  Greg  Kelly/Jackie  Thompson,  406 

7.  (tied)  Moses  Billie/Mary  Wilcox,  403 

7.  (tied)  Bill  Osceola/Dora  Tiger,  403 

9.  Damon  Wilcox/Farrah  Jones,  397 

10.  Leon  Wilcox/Wanda  Billie,  391 

11.  Derrick  Thomas/Denise  Bilhe,  382 

12.  (tied)  Ollie  Wareham/Monica  Cypress,  371 
12.  (tied)  Miguel  Cantu/Marilyn  Doney,  371 
14.  Bobby  Frank/Michelle  Osceola,  369 


Chris  Jenkins 


Dean  Stokes,  Ft  Pierce 
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Seminoles  Run  In  the  Midnight  Sun 


By  Judy  Weeks 

ALASKA  —  Runners  from  17  foreign 
countries,  48  of  50  states  and  two  members  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  formed  a  group  of  more 
than  20,000  who  competed  in  the  Mayor’s 
Midnight  Sim  Marathon,  beginning  in  Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

Representing  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  were  sisters,  Amy  Yzaguirre  and  Cecilia 
Pequeno  of  Immokalee.  Both  young  women  have 
been  involved  in  a  rigorous  exercise  program  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year  that  encompassed  a  daily  walking 
routine.  When  they  learned  about  the  possibility  of 
taking  part  in  the  marathon,  they  quickly  increased 
their  daily  goals  in  preparation. 

Flying  into  Anchorage,  Alaska,  on  June 
18,  they  were  accompanied  by  Amy’s  husband, 
Frankie  DeLaRosa  and  their  daughter,  Larissa.  The 
first  day  was  spent  getting  over  the  jet  lag  from 
traveling  and  becoming  accustomed  to  the  Pacific 
Time  Zone.  This,  however,  was  the  least  of  their 
problems.  During  the  summer  months  the  sun  never 
sets  and  it  is  continual  daylight  around  the  clock. 

Wisely  setting  an  achievable  goal,  Amy 
and  Cecilia  entered  the  Half-Marathon.  On  the  day 
of  the  race,  they  were  off  and  running  on  a  course 
that  began  on  the  pavement  of  a  residential  and 
business  district  in  downtown  Anchorage. 

As  they  traversed  to  the  outskirts  of  the 
city,  they  circumvented  the  airport  and  then  began 
the  uphill  climb  to  the  rocky  bluffs  along  the 
Pacific  coastline.  The  trail  changed  from  pavement 


to  gravel  to  dirt,  rocky  promontories  and  then  back 
to  gravel  before  they  eventually  reached  the  finish 
fine. 

The  marathon  covered  approximately  13.1 
miles  with  lots  of  uphill  grades  that  really  got  the 
old  cardiovascular  system  pumping.  The  daily  tem¬ 
perature  fluctuations  in  Anchorage  at  this  time  of 
the  year  range  from  46  to  85  degrees.  It  was  perfect 
weather  for  the  marathon  and  left  the  runners  feel¬ 
ing  invigorated. 

The  event  was  well  organized  with  ade¬ 
quate  rest  areas  and  plenty  of  nourishment  along 
the  way.  The  Alaskan  landscape  is  awesome  and  a 
new  breath-taking  view  confronted  Amy  and 
Cecilia  at  each  turn  of  the  trail.  They  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  runners  from  many  walks  of  life,  with  a 
wide  variety  of  capabilities,  and  felt  very  fortunate 
to  finish  with  the  upper  half  of  the  competition. 

With  the  race  behind  them,  it  was  time  for 
a  little  sightseeing  adventure.  Boarding  the  Alaskan 
Railroad,  the  travelers  took  a  four  hour  trip  through 
some  very  rugged  country,  which  made  them  feel  as 
though  they  had  walked  into  the  pages  of  National 
Geographic. 

Arriving  at  a  small  coastal  town,  they 
transferred  to  a  boat  from  which  they  could  observe 
killer  whales,  seals,  sea  lions,  massive  schools  of 
fish  and  rookeries  filled  with  birds.  At  one  point, 
they  traveled  so  close  to  a  glacier  that  they  were 
able  to  hear  the  loud  roar  created  when  a  large 
sheet  of  ice  broke  loose  and  dropped  into  the  bay. 
While  on  board  the  ship,  Larissa  participated  in  a 
Junior  Wildlife  Program  and  was  awarded  a 
certificate  for  her  accomplishments. 

An  avid  fisherman,  Frankie  enjoyed 
the  experience  of  a  lifetime  when  he  went  fish¬ 
ing  for  salmon  in  a  cold  Alaskan  river.  Due  to 
stringent  regulations  that  govern  both  commer¬ 
cial  and  sport  fishing,  he  was  only  allowed  to 
catch  and  keep  one  king  salmon.  Capturing  a 
real  whopper,  he  had  it  processed  to  take 
home. 

Cecilia,  Amy,  Frankie  and  Larissa  all 
put  on  their  hiking  shoes  and  headed  for  the 
summit  of  Flat  Top  Mountain.  The  trek  is 
more  than  four  miles  each  way  and  took  the 
hikers  through  dense  woodlands,  open  grassy 
meadows  and  up  the  steep  slope  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Eventually  arriving  at  the  summit,  they 
had  a  bird’s  eye  view  of  the  top  of  the  world. 
Taking  in  the  panoramic  landscape,  they  took 
a  short  rest  and  then  began  the  slow  descent  to 
the  valley  floor. 

Even  with  24  hours  of  daylight,  one 
can  only  squeeze  so  much  into  a  seven  day  trip 
that  includes  so  much  travel  time.  All  too 
quickly,  the  epic  journey  was  over  and  the 
weary  tourists  slid  into  their  plane  seats  for  the 
long  flight  homeward.  They  said  they  will  be 
forever  grateful  to  the  Seminole  Tribe  for  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  this  golden  opportunity. 


Amy  Yzaguirre 


Frankie  DeLaRosa  poses  with  the  King  Salmon  that 
he  caught  in  an  Alaskan  river. 


A  small  portion  of  the  20,000  participants  in  the  Alaskan  Marathon. 


Amy  Yzaguirre 


Larissa  DeLaRosa  rests  with  her  aunt  Cecilia  on  Flat 
Top  Mountain  as  her  father,  Frankie,  begins  the  steep 
descent. 


Amy  Yzaguirre  waits  with  her  husband,  Frankie  and 
daughter,  Larissa,  to  climb  aboard  the  Alaskan 
Railroad. 


Submitted  by  Amy  Yzaguirre 


Amy  Yzaguirre  waits  at  the  starting  line  of  the 
Midnight  Sun  Marathon  in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 
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AUTO  ACCIDENT  PAIR!!! 
Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You 
Successfully  Treat... 

*  Neck  Plain 
'Lower  Back  Pain 

*  Headaches 

•  LegS;  Arm  Pain  "  v 
1  Joint  Pain 

*  Muscle  Pain 

accept  your  insurance  plan,  PPO's, 

POS,  Medicare,  Auto  insurance. 


Let  Dr.  Rush  Help  You! 

Dr*  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10830  Pines  Rlvd*  ■  Pembroke  Fines 
{954)  432 '5006 

iLouied  neat  in  link's  tcym  ia  Lite  mitanu  Breeze  plaza. j 


Domestic  Cars 
Foreign  Cars 


954-522-4165 
Fax  954-527-0211 


Ramsey  Paint  &  Body  Inc, 

CLN289 

Same  Location  Since  1964 
CHIEF-EZ-LINER 

The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

109  S.W.  15th  Street  •  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  35215 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  John  Robert  Gomez,  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  Gabriel  Acosta  and  Bear  Weeks.  Youth  Ranch  Director 
Kenny  Joe  Davis  and  his  assistant  Gabriel  Acosta  congratulate  the  saddle  winners  at  the  Labor  Day  Round 
Robin. 


Labor  Day  Round  Robbin  Rounds 
Out  Summer  at  Seminole  Ranch 


Judy  Weeks 

The  seniors  take  a  ride  in  the  Seminole  Ranch  carriage. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Labor  Day  week¬ 
end  was  a  grand  finale  for  a  summer  full  of 
activities  at  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Ranch. 

From  the  minute  the  last  school  hell  rang  in 
June  until  the  first  weekend  in  September,  the 
Youth  Ranch  was  a  bee  hive  of  opportunities 
for  members  of  the  Immokalee  Reservation  to 
enjoy  a  happy,  healthy  summer. 

Uproarious  laughter  and  screams  of 
delight  filled  the  air  as  adults  joined  the 
youngsters  on  the  water  slides  and  played  like 
fish  in  the  pools  with  their  little  tadpoles.  The 
welcoming  smell  of  hamburgers  and  hot  dogs 
on  the  grill  lured  them  to  the  picnic  area  for 
some  well  deserved  relaxation  under  the  oak 
trees. 

Happy  children  came  running  with 
big  smiles  to  climb  aboard  the  open  air  bus 
that  circulated  up  and  down  the  streets  to 
transport  them  to  and  from  the  organized  events  at  the  Triad  rating,  which  provided  an  equal  opportunity  to  a 
ranch.  Among  their  favorite  activities  were  horse  back  wide  base  of  roping  enthusiasts, 
riding  and  trips  through  the  woods  in  the  covered  Tribal  elder  Rudy  Osceola  gave  his  heeling 

wagon.  horse  Smoke  quite  a  workout  and  together  they  scored 

A  field  trip  to  see  a  theatrical  performance  of  several  good  catches  throughout  the  evening. 

My  Little  Pony  was  a  highlight  for  many  of  the  chil-  Unfortunately,  “team”  is  the  operative  word  and  it 

dren.  In  addition  to  an  outstanding  presentation  at  the  takes  a  header,  heeler,  two  horses  and  one  cow  to 

score  in  each  run. 

Marvin  Bowers  was 
making  beautiful  head  catches 
all  night  long,  but  his  heelers 
weren’t  nearly  as  fortunate  and 
it  cost  him  at  the  end  of  the 
night.  However,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  are  great  sports  and 
congratulated  the  winners  with 
a  big  smile.  You  can  be  sure 
they  will  be  tough  contenders  at 
the  next  competition. 

A  wide  variety  of  rop¬ 
ers  showed  up  to  try  their  skills 
ranging  from  7  to  70  years  of 
age.  With  his  signature  bandana 
around  his  forehead,  Doc 
Shoemaker  was  cheered  on  by 
the  crowd  as  he  took  every  run 
in  stride.  Seven-year-old  Kal 
Fuller  was  dynamite  on  his 
white  appaloosa,  holding  his 
own  as  a  header  and  did  a  great 
job  of  setting  up  the  cow  for  his 
heelers. 


Judy  Weeks 

Marvin  Bowers  has  a  perfect  head  catch  at  the  Immokalee  Round  Robin. 


Germain  Arena,  the  ranch  provided  gift  bags  with 
venirs  for  each  of  the  youngsters  and  a  delicious 
luncheon. 

It  was  a  fairytale  come  true  for  the  sen¬ 
iors  when  they  stepped  outside  the  senior  center 
and  saw  a  beautiful  carriage  drawn  by  two  white 
draft  horses  awaiting  them. 

Climbing  aboard,  they  enjoyed  a  tour  of 
the  reservation  and  then  traveled  down  the  serene 
woodland  trails  to  the  Youth  Ranch.  It  was  a 
pleasant,  relaxing  afternoon  in  the  great  outdoors 
with  the  companionship  of  their  friends. 

Participating  in  the  numerous  communi¬ 
ty  events  throughout  the  summer,  the  ranch  pro¬ 
vided  technical  support  and  sponsorship  whenev¬ 
er  necessary.  Director  Kenny  Joe  Davis  and  his 
assistant  Gabriel  Acosta  were  a  familiar  sight 
with  a  public  address  system,  background  music 
and  organized  activities  as  they  joined  other 
departments  in  providing  a  fun-filled,  education¬ 
al  summer  vacation  for  all  ages. 

The  Youth  Ranch  sponsorship  was 
instrumental  in  a  successful  community  trip  to 
Dolly  Wood  in  Tennessee,  where  they  toured  the 
amusement  park,  experienced  wild  bears  and 
went  tubing  down  the  swift  current  of  a  mountain 
stream. 


Two  gorgeous  trophy 

sou-  saddles  were  awarded  to  the  high  point  winners. 
Taking  first  place  and  winning  the  saddles  were 
Header  John  Robert  Gomez  and  Heeler  Bear  Weeks. 
Second  place  went  to  Alfred  Fuentes  and  Damian 


Although  evening  events  were  often 
interrupted  by  rainstorms,  whenever  the  weather  per¬ 
mitted  the  Ranch  was  open  twice  a  week  for  team  rop¬ 
ing.  A  Round  Robin  scheduled  for  Labor  Day 
Weekend  was  a  wonderful  climax  for  this  popular 
sport.  The  open  event  was  capped  at  a  #5  USTRC 


Valdera.  Mike  Sanders  and  Luis  Suarez  took  third, 
while  Santee  and  Dennis  Blakely  captured  fourth 
place.  Fifth  and  sixth  places  went  to  Machete  Garcia 
and  Lee  Blakely  and  Miguel  and  Devin  Olette,  respec¬ 
tively. 


Heeler  Rudy  Osceola  catches  doubles  with  seven-year-old  Kal  Fuller 


Tiffany  Doctor  Memorial  All-Girl  Rodeo  Series 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

DAVIE,  Fla.  —  Cowgirls,  rodeo  enthusiasts 
and  volunteers  gathered  on  three  separate  occasions, 
July  21,  Aug.  11  and  Aug.  25,  for  the  Tiffany  Doctor 
Memorial  All-Girl  Rodeo  Series  at  the  Bergeron 
Rodeo  Grounds.  The  weather  for  the  series  was  mar¬ 
velously  sunny,  with  only  a  scant  showing  of  dark 
blue  clouds  and  rain  on  the  final  day  of 
Aug.  25. 

The  yearly  rodeo 
event  acknowledges  the 
memory  and  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the 
late  Tiffany 
Doctor,  daughter 
of  Colleen 
Osceola  and 
Virgil  Doctor, 
who  passed 
away  in  a  car 
accident  on  Snake 
Road.  The  rodeo 
was  organized  and 
presented  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida, 
along  with  the  assistance  of  the  Davie 
Rodeo  Association. 

Announcer  Michael  Bames  gave  the  opening 
prayers  and  thanked  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida, 
particularly  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  for  the 
contributions  made  on  behalf  of  the  rodeo  series. 

There  were  116  cowgirls  from  throughout 
Florida  participating  in  the  rodeos,  including 
Seminole  cowgirls  Billie  Tiger  and  Shelby  Dehass. 

“Billie  Tiger  attended  the  first  rodeo  and 
did  well  placing  in  the  breakaway  calf  roping  and  in 
team  roping,”  said  scorekeeper  Leanne  Sullivan. 
“Shelby  Dehass  attended  all  rodeos  and  placed  in 
various  events.” 

The  events  in  the  rodeo  series  included  3D 
Barrel  Racing,  3D  Pole  Bending,  Team  Roping, 

Goat  Tying,  Breakaway  Calf  Roping  and  Steer 
Riding.  Buckle  winners  in  the  Tiffany  Doctor 
Memorial  All-Girl  Rodeo  Series  were: 

All  Around  Cowgirl:  12  and  under:  Kaylee 
Peadon;  13-19:  Amanda  Norman;  20  and  over: 
Stephanie  Sullivan. 

1  D  Barrels:  Michelle  Nesselt;  2D  Barrels: 
Amanda  Norman;  3D  Barrels:  Tyler  Murphy;  ID 
Poles:  Laveme  Jones;  2D  Poles:  Heather  Katz;  3D 
Poles:  Kristen  Phillips. 

Team  Roping  Header:  Sara  Sparks;  Team 
Roping  Heeler:  Amanda  Norman. 

Goat  Tying:  Stephanie  Sullivan; 

Breakaway  Calf  Roping:  Breanne  Lee;  Steer 
Riding:  Amanda  Norman. 

Tiffany’s  mom  Colleen  Osceola  was  pres¬ 
ent  in  the  stands  for  the  rodeo  competition. 

“I  think  it’s  a  good  thing  they’re  putting 
this  on  because  the  girls  need  to  show  what  skills 
they  have  and  it’s  an  inspiration  to  the  younger  girls 
as  well,”  she  said. 

Reflecting  on  the  memory  of  her  daughter, 


she  added:  “Tiffany  loved  to  ride  bulls.  She  was 
working  at  the  rodeo  arena  on  the  reservation  and  a 
bunch  of  kids  were  involved  with  the  rodeo  back  then 
and  she  was  dared  into  it.  That’s  how  she  got  into 
bull-riding.  She  loved  the  adrenalin.  She  rode  for  four 
and  a  half  years  and  no  matter  how  painful  it  was  for 
her,  she  still  loved  it.” 

Tiffany  Doctor,  a  member  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  was  also 
actively  involved  in  “Hollywood 
Horse  Club”  and  in  the 
advancement  of  women’s 
bull-riding. 

The  judges 
were  club  president, 
Albert  Gomez  and 
Tom  Karpinski.  Prizes 
included  precious  belt 
buckles,  and  though 
the  series  has  no  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  other  compe¬ 
titions  during  the  rodeo 
year,  it  is  absolutely  con¬ 
ducive  to  staying  in  good  prac¬ 
tice  over  the  long  summer  months. 

Other  top  cowgirls  were:  Stephanie 
Sullivan,  Lanie  Culligan,  and  Diamond  Bergeron. 


Esta  Liederman 

Shelby  DeHass  during  the  3D  Pole  Bending  event. 
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The  Unconquered  Seminoles:  Protecting  People,  Property  Is  Priority  One 


Courtesy  of  FEMA,  Reprinted  With 
Permission 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Leaders  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  aren’t  gam¬ 
bling  on  disaster  preparedness.  They’re 
counting  on  unrivaled,  forward-thinking 
strategies  to  lessen  the  impact  of  hurricanes 
and  other  disasters  on  Tribal  citizens  and 
their  property. 

“A  disaster  can  paralyze  a  com¬ 
munity,”  said  Curt  Sommerhoff,  emer¬ 
gency  manager  for  the  Tribe.  “It  should 
come  as  no  surprise  that  a  Tribal  govern¬ 
ment  has  gone  to  great  lengths,  particularly 
when  that  Tribe  is  the  unconquered 
Seminoles.” 

As  a  sovereign  nation,  the 
Seminole  Tribe  is  not  required  to  follow 
the  disaster-resistant  building  restrictions 
or  standards  set  by  the  State  of  Florida. 
However,  Tribal  leaders  decided  to  follow 
the  state’s  building  codes  because  Florida’s 
are  among  the  most  stringent  in  the  nation. 

“The  Florida  Building  Code  is  a 
minimum  standard,”  said  Bill  McHatton, 
the  Tribe’s  building  official  and  inspector. 

Six  reservations  comprise  the 
Seminole  Tribe’s  territory:  Big  Cypress, 
Brighton,  Hollywood,  Tampa,  Immokalee 
and  Fort  Pierce.  While  only  Miami-Dade 


and  Broward  counties  are  required  to  fol¬ 
low  Florida’s  most  demanding  building 
codes,  the  Seminole  Tribe  adopted  the 
same  demanding  standards  throughout  its 
territory. 

“The  high  velocity  hurricane  zone 
subsection,  which  is  enforced  in  Broward 
and  Miami-Dade  counties,  requires  even 
tougher  building  than  other  areas,” 
McHatton  said.  “The  Tribal  Council  decid¬ 
ed  that  this  should  be  enforced  on  all  of  its 
reservations,  regardless  of  what  each 
neighboring  county  actually  required.  The 
Tribal  Council  has  gone  over  and  above 
what  the  minimum  standards  are  for 
Florida.” 

The  building  techniques  imple¬ 
mented  by  the  Seminoles  are  considered 
“code  plus,”  or  above  code.  They  are  most 
prominently  featured  in  the  dozens  of 
homes  in  the  Fort  Pierce  reservation  com¬ 
munity.  Each  house  was  built  to  withstand 
140  mph  winds  using  concrete  and  steel 
construction.  In  addition,  each  home  was 
fitted  with  impact-resistant  windows  and 
shutters,  along  with  a  15,000-watt  genera¬ 
tor  that  could  power  the  entire  house. 

“Prior  to  the  2004  hurricane  sea¬ 
son,  many  residents  would  go  to  shelters,” 
said  Pete  Russo,  of  the  Seminole  Tribe 


Housing  Department.  “But,  a  lot  of  the  eld¬ 
erly  Tribe  members  want  to  stay  in  then- 
own  homes.  So,  the  Tribe  decided  to  refo¬ 
cus  on  making  them  safe  where  they  are. 
Any  home  built  with  the  enhanced  code, 
especially  after  2002,  is  going  to  be  a  well- 
built  structure  and  will  provide  a  greater 
degree  of  hurricane  protection.” 

The  Seminoles’  efforts  to  make 
Tribal  citizens  and  their  property  more  dis¬ 
aster-resistant  go  beyond  strong  building 
techniques.  Several  critical  services  are 
available  to  Tribal  citizens  at  no  cost.  For 
example,  the  Tribe  secured  a  number  of 
large  fuel  tanks  with  separate  containers 
for  diesel  and  gasoline.  The  tanks  are  con¬ 
stantly  maintained,  keeping  fuel  for  emer¬ 
gency  needs  accessible  — even  in  times  of 
shortage. 

Working  closely  with  the  South 
Florida  Water  Management  District,  the 
Seminoles  also  keep  a  close  eye  on  Lake 
Okeechobee  and  other  nearby  bodies  of 
water  for  signs  of  possible  flooding. 

“We  handle  flood  mitigation 
through  an  extensive  maintenance  pro¬ 
gram,”  Sommerhoff  said.  “We  make  sure 
all  the  canals  and  waterways  are  kept  clear 
of  debris,  and  we’re  constantly  monitoring 
water  levels  and  regulating  holding  areas.” 


The  Seminole  Tribe  has  its  own 
television  station  and  satellite  TV  reception 
is  provided  to  all  Tribal  citizens.  Prior  to  a 
hurricane  or  other  disaster,  the  station 
broadcasts  advisories  and  updates.  The 
Broadcasting  Department  has  produced  a 
hurricane-preparedness  TV  program  that 
regularly  airs  during  hurricane  season. 

The  Tribe  began  work  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  programs  that  will  help  main¬ 
tain  its  high  level  of  preparedness.  The 
Tribe  aimed  to  be  compliant  with  the 
National  Incident  Management  System, 
which  is  a  uniform  structure  that  allows  all 
responders  to  follow  the  same  procedures 
and  ultimately  improves  communication 
and  overall  effectiveness  in  disaster 
response.  In  addition,  the  Seminoles  began 
establishing  Community  Emergency 
Response  Teams  for  each  of  their  reserva¬ 
tions,  and  planned  to  participate  in  the 
National  Weather  Service’s  StormReady 
program. 

According  to  Sommerhoff,  the 
Seminole  Tribe  leaders  are  constantly 
thinking  ahead.  He  said  their  focus  on 
emergency  management  and  disaster  pre¬ 
paredness  demonstrates  a  passionate  con¬ 
cern  for  the  well-being  of  their  fellow 
Tribal  citizens. 


New  and  improved  Ways  to 
Obtain  Information 
from  the  Disaster  Hot  Line 


You  now  have  two  options  to  obtain  Information 
from  the  SomlnOla  Tribe  of  Florida's  Disaster  Hoi  Lino. 
Option  One  Is  to  Dali  the  hot  I  in  e  phono  number. 
Option  Two  Is  lo  send  an  e-mail  message. 


Disaster  Hot  Line  Phone  Humber 
1400417^7514 


Tribe’s  Community 
Emergency  Response  Team 


By  Amy  R.  Howard,  Emergency 
Management  Planner,  Emergency 
Management  Department 

The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency,  or  FEMA,  began 
promoting  the  nationwide  Community 
Emergency  Response  Team  (CERT)  in 
1994.  Since  then,  CERTs  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  hundreds  of  communities  around 
the  country,  including  Tribal  communities. 

CERT  training  promotes  a  part¬ 
nering  effort  between  emergency  services 
and  the  people  that  they  serve.  The  goal  is 
for  emergency  personnel  to  train  members 
of  neighborhoods,  community  organiza¬ 
tions  or  workplaces  in  basic  response 
skills.  CERT  members  are  then  integrated 
into  the  emergency  response  capability  for 
their  area. 

If  a  disastrous  event  overwhelms 
or  delays  the  Tribe’s  professional  response, 
CERT  members  can  assist  community 
members  by  applying  the  basic  life  support 
response  and  organizational  skills  that  they 
learned  during  training.  These  skills  can 
help  save  and  sustain  lives  following  a  dis¬ 
aster  until  help  arrives. 

CERT  members  maintain  and 
refine  their  skills  by  participating  in  train¬ 
ing  exercises  and  other  activities.  They  can 
attend  supplemental  training  opportunities 
offered  by  the  sponsoring  organization  or 
other  agencies  to  further  their  skills  and 
knowledge  base.  Finally,  CERT  members 
can  volunteer  for  projects  that  improve  the 
Seminole  Tribe’s  emergency  preparedness. 

CERT  training  is  designed  to 
cover:  disaster  preparedness,  fire  safety 
and  suppression,  disaster  medical  opera¬ 
tions  (triage  and  treating  life  threatening 
injuries),  disaster  medical  operations  (head 
to  toe  assessment),  light  search  and  rescue, 


team  organization,  disaster  psychology,  ter¬ 
rorism  and  a  final  exercise  or  drill. 

Training  usually  consists  of  20  classroom 
hours  and  can  also  be  tailored  to  fit  the 
community’s  need. 

CERT  training  will  teach  each 
participant  to:  describe  the  types  of  hazards 
most  likely  to  affect  their  homes  and  com¬ 
munities,  describe  the  function  of  CERT 
and  their  roles  in  immediate  response,  take 
steps  to  prepare  themselves  for  a  disaster, 
identify  and  reduce  potential  fire  hazards 
in  their  homes  and  workplaces,  work  as  a 
team  to  solve  different  problems,  apply 
techniques  for  opening  airways,  controlling 
bleeding,  and  treating  for  shock,  conduct 
triage,  perform  a  head  to  toe  assessment, 
select  and  set  up  treatment  areas,  identify 
planning  and  size-up  requirements  for 
search  and  rescue  situations,  use  safe  tech¬ 
niques  for  debris  removal,  victim  rescue 
and  describe  ways  to  protect  rescuers  dur¬ 
ing  the  search  and  rescue  effort. 

The  Big  Cypress  Reservation  was 
the  first  to  host  this  program  and  this  class 
was  completed  in  February  2007.  There 
were  12  participants  who  attended  training 
twice  a  week  for  four  weeks.  All  of  these 
participants  were  employees  of  the  Tribe 
and  two  were  Tribal  citizens. 

Each  CERT  trainee  that  complet¬ 
ed  the  training  received  the  following: 
CERT  KIT  (containing  tools  to  use  as  a 
CERT  member),  two  CERT  T-shirts,  a 
Certificate  of  Completion,  CERT  helmet 
and  a  safety  vest.  The  classes  are  free  of 
charge  and  are  taught  by  the  Tribe’s 
Emergency  response  personnel. 

For  more  information  please  con¬ 
tact  the  Seminole  Tribe  Office  of 
Emergency  Management  in  Big  Cypress  at 
(863)  983-1996. 


Info  About  Tribe’s  Hurricane  Evacuation  Shelters 


Submitted  by  Andrea  L.  Ward,  Interim 
Emergency  Management  and  Sandra 
Fox,  Emergency  Management  Planner, 
Emergency  Management  Department 

As  part  of  the  Office  of 
Emergency  Management’s  continuing 
effort  to  provide  for  the  safety  and  well¬ 
being  of  Tribal  citizens,  a  shelter  survey 
was  completed  on  each  hurricane  evacua¬ 
tion  shelter  at  the  start  of  hurricane  season. 
In  addition  to  these  surveys,  each  facility 
was  visually  inspected  by  an  Emergency 
Management  staff  member,  a  Department 
of  Elder  Affairs  member,  the  facility  man¬ 
ager,  and  American  Red  Cross  personnel. 

The  survey  and  visual  inspection 
noted  important  factors  such  as  kitchen  and 
restroom  facilities,  fire  safety,  and  building 
construction.  A  few  small  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  regarding  storage  of 
equipment  and  usage  of  dining  and  sleep¬ 
ing  areas.  Overall,  each  one  of  our  shelter 
facilities  was  found  in  excellent  condition. 

A  hurricane  evacuation  shelter 
should  be  used  as  a  last  resort.  While  every 
effort  is  made  to  accommodate  shelter  resi¬ 
dents,  there  are  several  things  you  can  do 
to  make  you  and  your  family  more  com¬ 
fortable. 

Bedding  will  not  be  provided,  so 
please  bring  something  to  sleep  on,  such  as 
a  blow  up  mattress,  pillows,  sheets  and 
blankets,  as  needed.  Meals  are  cooked  and 
served  on  a  regular  schedule,  so  remember 
to  pack  a  few  of  your  favorite  snacks  for  in 
between  meal  times.  You  should  also  pack 
extra  clothing  and  hygiene  supplies  such  as 
toothbrush,  toothpaste  and  deodorant,  for 
example. 

If  you  are  on  any  prescription 
medication,  ensure  that  you  have  enough 


for  at  least  two  weeks.  If  any  of  your  med¬ 
ication  requires  refrigeration,  tell  a  shelter 
staff  person  as  you  register  to  check  in  at 
the  shelter.  If  you  have  children,  pack  any 
items  such  as  diapers  and  formula  and  also 
a  few  small  toys  to  help  them  feel  more  at 
ease  while  at  the  shelter. 

If  you  bring  anything  electronic 
with  you  such  as  a  cell  phone,  handheld 
game,  or  a  blood  sugar  monitor,  make  sure 
it  is  fully  charged  before  you  check  in  at 
the  shelter  and  bring  a  few  batteries  for 
back-up.  Each  of  our  shelters  is  equipped 
with  generator  power,  however  it’s  better 
to  be  prepared  for  a  power  loss  just  in 
case! 

In  addition  to  evacuation  shelters, 
there  is  also  a  special  needs  shelter  pro¬ 
gram  which  is  coordinated  by  the  Health 
Department.  In  order  to  be  eligible  for  the 
special  needs  shelter,  patients  must  need 
medical  equipment  which  require  continu¬ 
ous  power  such  as  tube  feeding  pumps, 
oxygen  concentrators,  specialized  hospital 
beds  or  people  who  require  continuous 
oxygen. 

Other  patients,  who  have  current 
medical  conditions  of  which  the  Health 
Department  is  aware,  are  reviewed  on  a 
case  by  case  basis  to  determine  if  there  is  a 
need  to  place  the  person  in  the  special 
needs  shelter.  The  Health  Department  has  a 
pre-registration  form  for  special  needs 
which  every  Tribal  citizen  needs  to  com¬ 
plete. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about 
the  shelter  program,  please  contact  Sandra 
Fox  as  (863)  228-2119.  If  you  have  any 
questions  related  to  the  special  needs  shel¬ 
ter,  contact  your  local  health  center. 


2007  Hurricane  Season  Evacuation  Shelters: 


Emergency  Evacuation  Shelters  should  be 
utilized  as  the  shelter  of  last  resort.  When 
you  and  your  family  do  need  to  go  to  a 
shelter,  make  sure  you  bring  the  following 
items:  bottled  water,  snacks,  prescription 
and  emergency  medication,  extra  clothing, 
pillows,  blankets  and  other  comfort  items, 
hygiene  supplies,  and  cash.  Additionally, 
special  items  for  children  and  infants,  such 
as  diapers,  formulas  and  toys,  should  be 
brought  and  other  special  items  for  family 
members  who  are  elderly  or  disabled. 


Brighton 


Brighton  Preschool 


Big  Cypress 


Hollywood 


Hollywood  Senior  Center 
Immokalee 


Administration  Building 


Hurricane  Preparation  for  People  with  Special  Needs 


Prescription  Medications: 

Have  at  least  a  two  week  supply  of  all 
medications. 

Diabetic  Patients: 

Have  at  least  a  two  week  supply  of  all 
medications.  Have  at  least  a  two  week  sup¬ 
ply  of  insulin,  insulin  syringes,  and  lancets 
to  poke  your  finger.  Also  prepare  glucose 
tablets  or  paste  in  case  your  blood  sugar 


goes  low.  Insulin  or  Byetta  will  be  okay 
left  un-refrigerated. 

Dialysis  Patients: 

Contact  your  dialysis  center  or  the  clinic  to 
find  out  if  your  dialysis  schedule  has 
changed.  Keep  the  fluids  you  are  drinking 
to  the  recommended  amount.  Follow  your 
recommended  diet  carefully.  Avoid  foods 
high  in  potassium  such  as  oranges,  pota¬ 


toes,  bananas,  tomatoes,  etc. 

Pregnant  Patients: 

Contact  your  doctor’s  office  for  instruc¬ 
tions.  If  you  are  unable  to  contact  your 
doctor’s  office  and  are  36  weeks  pregnant 
or  more  or  a  high  risk  pregnancy,  go  to  the 
hospital  when  the  hurricane  warning  is 
issued. 


Asthma  Patients: 

Make  sure  you  have  a  two  week  supply  of 
medications  including  inhalers.  Check  your 
nebulizer  to  make  sure  it  is  working  prop¬ 
erly.  If  you  have  a  battery  operated  nebu¬ 
lizer,  remember  to  charge  it  before  the 
storm.  If  you  are  using  your  nebulizer  reg¬ 
ularly,  please  call  the  clinic  to  discuss  your 
needs. 


How  Have  You 
Prepared  for  this 
Hurricane  Season? 


“This  time  I’m 
going  to  shop 
for  can  foods 
early  when  we 
see  it  coming 
this  way.” 

Dora  Tiger 
Big  Town  Clan 
Hollywood 
Resident 


“Well  it  seems 
like  I’m  pre¬ 
pared  all  year 
long  because  I 
always  have  a 
good  amount  of 
food,  good 
amount  of  water, 
good  amount  of 
canned  food  I 
might  add,  and  also  I  have  my  batter¬ 
ies,  my  outdoor  fights.  I’m  always  pre¬ 
pared  because  since  I  volunteer  for  the 
senior  citizens  building  and  I  have  to 
spend  a  lot  of  my  time  there  I  have  to 
make  sure  my  children  are  ready,  so 
I’m  always  more  or  less  prepared  all 
the  time.  So  I  have  all  the  stuff  I 
require  at  my  house  already,  all  year 
long.” 

Virginia  Osceola 
Bird  Clan 

Hollywood  Reservation 


“I’ve  gathered 
extra  water, 
stocked  my  cabi¬ 
nets  with  food,  I 
made  sure  our 
shutters  are 
working  and  the 
car  is  ready  if 
needed  to  travel  in. 
Anthony  Frank 
Panther  Clan 


Hollywood  Resident 


“I  always  have  a 
lot  of  water  on 
hand,  three  to 
five,  five  gallon 
jugs  and  a  I  have 
a  generator.” 
Dawna  Bowman 
Real  Estate 
Department 
Davie  Resident 


“You  name  it,  I  have  it,  food,  propane, 
I’m  all  ready  to 
go!” 

William  “Bill” 

Abell 

Real  Estate 
Department 
Palm  Beach 
Resident 


“I  got  two  gener¬ 
ators,  three  hurri¬ 
cane  proof  win¬ 
dows  in  the  front 
Ij  *■  of  my  house,  and 

f  a  lot  of  gas  cans. 

We  bought  a 
bunch  of  water, 
got  lots  of  food  to  survive  for  about 
two  months.” 

Jay  Charles  Stewart 
Big  Town  Clan 
Hollywood  Resident 


“I  haven’t  put 
too  much 
thought  into  it 
to  be  honest, 
but  we  will  be 
stocking  up  on 
can  food  items, 
batteries,  flash- 
fights,  etc  when 
the  time  comes.” 
Kyle  Doney 
Panther  Clan 
Brighton  Resident 


Darlene  Primeaux 

Bear  Clan 

Hollywood  Resident 
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Housing  Department  Completes 
Generator  Installations 


Submitted  by  Seminole  Housing  Department 

As  we  come  into  the  peak  of  the  Hurricane 
season,  the  Housing  Department  would  like  to  update 
everyone  on  the  progress  of  the  Generator  project. 

As  of  Sept.  14  all  seniors  and  special  needs 
members  have  had  their  generators  installed.  On  Sept. 
6,  Tradewinds,  the  manufacturing  company  was  on 
the  Hollywood  reservation  servicing  the  Diesel  gener¬ 
ators.  A  diesel  fuel  distributor  was  in  place  and  they 
were  also  able  to  top  off  all  generators  on  the 
Hollywood  reservation. 

Generator  installation  for  seniors  and  special 
needs  members  in  Big  Cypress,  Brighton  and 
Immokalee  has  also  been  completed. 

The  Housing  Department  has  tried  to  make 
sure  that  everyone  has  their  tanks  topped  off  and  any 
maintenance  issues  have  been  corrected  if  not,  contact 
the  Housing  Department.  Going  forward,  our  hope  is 
to  have  a  “scheduled  maintenance”  plan  in  place  very 
soon  to  further  insure  Tribal  members’  comfort  and 
safety  should  we  be  faced  with  any  inclement  weath¬ 
er. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns,  please 
contact  Housing  Department  at  (954)967-3800. 


Press  [he  tallowing  tar  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Holly  wood  a  Troll 
Press  2  for  Big  Cvoress  a  Immokalee 
Press  3  tar  Briflhtait,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 


nils  nn  mbe  r  hs  MilEabfa  5  p  m  i®l  i.m  II i> 1 1 d  wr  la  Frldir  -  ill  Day  Siiutfiji  i  Suadiy 


Keep  Your  Cool 
Doing  Hot  Jobs! 


Choose  your  color.  The  RTV110Q  cam  us  in  brilliant 
Kubota  prpnga  Or  Bppltrw'1  C;imo  jfingu. 

AIR  CONDITIONER  AND  HEATER  t fle  onKy  vehicle  qi  He  h^id  with  an  air 
wntfnlorw.  in*  Rty  1 10$  kngw*  iigiw  tty  Jc**p  yoi l  MWi  t.OWCOtf  urnJ <K  the 

flood  fpr  a  lower  cn-r-lar  ai  gravdy,  Iho  oir  conditioning  unit  n  Ltm  ftTV  1 1 00 
is  Ihe  mmeona  used  In  our  Ngh  end  M'SsrisI  Iratlora.  Thn  FtTVtIQO  -ulio 
flat  a  flaatai,  which  ft  irira-eHitiarit  due  to  the  or  me 

kMrmfd  aMn  design, _  _ 


Kubota. 


rvcm  rniML.  ion  \  vl  i  r. 


Full  Factory  Parts  ami  Service! 

Wc  SenicE  Ali  MbIei.  We  make  h^drulic  huci. 

Spfl*  — X  Jt  549  East  Sugarla  nd  Hwy, 

Jf  MI  I  (X  Clewistan,  FL3344D 

Tractor  863-983.4484 


WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL ! 

Rontote  Now  Avaiictbtv  Thru  ST ftENT AL  $ 


&  entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call; 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Fuii  Travel  Service 

Cruises  +  Hotels  +  Airlines 

305-44S-6S66  or (866)445-6566 

Visit  us  at:  w  w  w.  prefer  red  ultimatetraveh  com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Velvet  Revolver 
Daughtry 
Ricky  Martin 
Kid  Rock 

Brooks  &  Dunn/A.  Jackson 
Maroon  5 

Reo  Speedwagon/Styx 
Evanescence 

RBD 

Rascal  Flatts 
Hannah  Montana 
J  Lo/Marc  Anthony 
Widespread  Panic 
WWE  Survivor  Series 
WWE  Monday  Night  Raw 
Fall  Out  Boy 
Miami  Dolphins 
Miami  Heat 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrF 


Happy  Birthdays 


New  Kids 


Job  Opportunity 


The  Seminole  Police 
Department  (SPD)  is  looking 
for  a  Police  Service  Aide  in 
Immokalee.  A  qualified  candi¬ 
date  should  be  a  U.S.  citizen, 
19  years  old  or  older,  with  a 
high  school  diploma  or  GED. 
Tribal  citizens  are  preferred. 
For  applications  call  SPD  at 
(954)  967-8900. 


Essence  Jazmine  Young  was 
bom  on  Aug.  9,  weighing  6  pounds,  7 
ounces  and  measuring  18  inches. 
Essence’s  proud  parents  are  Elliot  and 
Jessica  Young.  Maternal  grandparents 
are  Victoria  Stipanisich  and  Alex 
Rodriguez.  Paternal  grandparents  are 
Scarlett  Jumper-Liebowitz  and  Audris 
“Bo”  Young. 

Essence  is  the  fifth  child  for 
Tribal  citizen,  Elliot  Young,  whose  chil¬ 
dren  include:  Lena,  10,  Jade,  9,  Malacci, 
4  and  EanJay  1 .  She  is  the  first  daughter 
for  mother,  Jessica  Young. 

“At  first  I  thought  I  would  birth 
only  hoys,  hut  God  finally  blessed  me 
with  my  baby  girl,”  mom  said.  “At  6 
pounds,  7  ounces,  she  was  the  smallest 
of  all  our  children.” 

Grandmother  Scarlett  Jumper- 
Liebowitz  now  celebrates  her  “Sweet 
16th”  grandchild  bom  of  her  three  sons, 
Elliot,  Tous  and  Anthony  Young. 


Happy  belated  August  birthday 
wishes  go  out  to:  Minnie  Starr  Osceola 
on  Aug.  6;  Delaney  Osceola  on  Aug.  13; 
Cady  Osceola  on  Aug.  29  and  Cody 
Osceola  on  Aug.  20. 

Belated  September  birthday  wish¬ 
es  go  out  to:  George  Osceola  on  Sept.  8; 
Imillakiyo  Osceola  on  Sept.  8; 
Yopalaldyo  Osceola  on  Sept.  8  and 
Richard  Osceola  on  Sept.  13. 

We  love  each  and  every  one  of 

you! 

Love, 

Dad  and  Mum  (Johnny  and 
Faith  Osceola) 


In  Memoriam 


One  year  ago,  on  Sept.  3, 
2006,  my  son  Casey  Dean  McCall 
passed  away  on  Sunday  morning.  He 
would  have  been  19  years  old  and  in 
college  this  year. 

I  thank  the  Lord  for  every 
year  that  I  had  with  him.  I  know  he 
knows  that  he  was  loved  by  me,  his 
sister  Christine,  uncle  Steven,  all  his 
friends  and  anyone  who  met  him  in 
his  lifetime.  We  will  always  miss 
him. 

I  will  always  remember,  he 
would  walk  into  my  room  do  a  turn 
and  ask  “How  do  I  look,”  He  would 
bend  over  to  me  and  ask  “How  do  I 
smell?”  —  he  loved  his  cologne.  He 
would  come  into  my  room  and  say 
“Don’t  I  dance  good?”  then  do  a 
spin.  Even  down  to  his  tennis  shoes; 
“Which  ones  should  I  wear?”  he 
would  say. 

I  will  never  forget  his  smile. 
I  will  never  forget  his  hug;  his  kiss 
on  my  cheek  . . .  “Bye,  mom  I  love 
you,  see  you  tomorrow.” 

—  Wanda  Bowers 


I  am  very  proud  to  he  one  of 
the  selected  few  called  senior  citizens  — 
even  though  I  am  just  a  “junior  senior” 
—  as  I  enter  The  Golden  Age.  I  am 
happy  to  have  family  and  lfiends  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  my  Aug.  28  birthday  with  me. 

I  am  glad  I  stayed  home  from 
Schemitzun  to  celebrate  with  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Christine  McCall  up  in  Tallahassee, 
where  she  is  a  junior  at  FSU. 

When  I  came  home  to 


Hollywood  after  my  week  vacation,  I 
was  also  able  to  celebrate  again  with 
family,  who  are  also  my  friends:  Tribal 
President  Richard  Bowers,  my  cousin, 
his  wife  Anna  Bowers,  my  friend  and 
boss  Priscilla  Sayen,  my  co-worker, 
cousin  and  friend  Verna  Billie,  my  other 
co-worker,  cousin  and  friend  Geneva 
Shore,  and  my  daughter,  who  is  also  my 
best  friend. 

—  Wanda  Bowers 


I  am  wishing  Kaylee  Brianna 
Jumper  a  happy  birthday  on  Sept.  28.  It’s 
been  a  blessing  being  able  to  take  part  in 
your  life.  I’ve  seen  a  special  little  girl 
grow  into  a  beautiful  young  lady.  I  doubt 
you’ll  ever  know  the  impact  you’ve  had  in 
my  life. 

May  happiness  be  found  in  all 
your  days.  Set  your  goals  and  dream  big! 
You  can  achieve  what  you  set  out  to. 
Always  remember  with  every  obstacle  lies 
a  much  deserved  reward.  You  can  do  it, 
Kiddo. 

Love, 

Les  (Leslie  J.  Gopher) 

Believe 

Be  strong  as  I  know  you  are 

Set  your  sights  to  that  afar 
To  each  challenge,  openly  greet 
You  will  face  many  before  you  reach  that 
which  you  seek 

In  darkness,  shine  forth  as  the  day 
Carefully  choose  the  path  you  make  way 
Be  patient  Kaylee,  knowing  the  goals  you 
set,  you  will  achieve 
There  is  nothing  that  is  impossible  for 
those  who  believe 


Thank  You 


The  Brighton  Senior  Center  is 
very  grateful  to  Norman  “Skeeter”  Bowers 
for  the  wonderful  bass  fish  that  he  donated 
to  the  site. 

Thank  you  very  much, 

Leah  Minnick 
Director  of  Elder  Affairs 


Another  Addition  to  the  Osceola  Family 

Welcome  Anthony  William  Gopher  Osceola 


Story  and  Photos  By  Lila  Osceola- 
Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Aug. 

16,  proud  new  parents,  Jessica  Turtle  and 
Ethan  Gopher,  shared  their  brand  new 
baby  in  time  to  be  showered  with  gifts. 
Turtle  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  baby  boy 
on  Aug.  11,  weighing  9  pounds  and 
measuring  20  inches  long. 

First  time  mothers  have  many 
new  challenges  and  things  to  learn  and  at 
an  early  age  of  16,  Jessica  takes  things  in 
stride. 


attended  and  brought  gifts  for  baby  boy 
Anthony  William  Gopher  Osceola,  Bird 
Clan. 

The  decor  featured  a  baby  blue 
room  and  baby  shower  games  started  the 
night  off  with  a  hang.  Of  course,  the  fam¬ 
ily  brought  in  the  “professional”  bingo 
players  with  great-great-grandma  Maggie 
Osceola  and  Betty  Osceola  winning  all 
the  bingo  games. 

Paternal  grandma  is  Melissa 
Vanessa  Gopher. 


“Being  a 

mother  is  great,  but 
my  advice  to  other 
young  girls  is  to 
wait,”  she  said  with  a 
laugh. 

Maternal 
grandma  Donna 
Turtle,  maternal 
great-grandma 
Maydell  Osceola  and 
aunt  Leslie  Osceola- 
Runnels,  hosted  a 
baby  shower  on  the 
Hollywood 
Reservation.  Lots  of 
family  and  friends 


I  am  wishing  Leslie  John 
Gopher  Jr.  a  happy  belated  birthday  on 
Sept.  13.  It  seems  like  only  yesterday  I 
held  you  for  the  first  time.  Now,  seven 
years  later,  you’re  growing  into  a  beau¬ 
tiful  person. 

I  see  in  you  the  love  and  care 
of  a  kind,  gentle  heart.  A  treasure  only  a 
few  are  fortunate  enough  to  truly  pos¬ 
sess.  I  hope  and  pray  you  continue 
becoming  the  man  I  never  was.  Despite 
my  absence,  we  will  always  be  one 
inside  our  hearts,  Son.  We  have  the  gift 
of  memory  (I  share  one  in  the  poem  I 
wrote  for  you).  Enjoy  your  day  Baby 
Les. 

Love  always, 

Dad  (Leslie  J.  Gopher) 


The  Yellow  Bus 

One  morning  while  mom  slept,  I  woke 
up,  for  it  was  true 

Today  was  special.  Yes,  it  was  one-of-a- 
kind 

Hard  to  believe  mom’s  little  six  pounder 
is  about  to  begin  school 
Yet,  there  you  were  getting  dressed  all 
calm  and  cool 

As  we  waited  we  had  a  father-son  con¬ 
versation 

I  asked  that  you  listen  to  your  teacher 
and  with  others  have  good  relations 


I  gave  you  a  kiss  and  you  walked  away 
slow 

Reaching  the  door  and 
1  looking  hack  with  an 
.  .  j  awesome  smile,  you 

gave  a  great  big  wave 
JTIk  To  that  moment,  forever 
I’ll  gladly  remain  a 
slave 

As  I  write,  emotion 
Sin  UH  finds  its  peak 
!  hMM  How  I  stood  there  that 
; *  m  ,■  morning  watching  as 

■  tears  slid  down  my 

■  cheek 

■  You  and  your  sisters  are 
H  by  far  my  heart’s  great- 
11  est  treasures 

I  Nothing  will  compare  or 
:  even  begin  to  measure 

JU  Until  I  return  I’ll  hold 
H  close  to  the  memories  of 


This  is  the  one  of  you, 
me  and  the  yellow  bus 
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Gourmet  Gift  Baskets* 
And  Goodies 


Your  Area's  #1  Gift  Basket  And 
Floral  Connection  Since  1993 


Floral,  Gourmet  And  Specially  Gifts 

GOURMET  DELIGHTS..  GOURMET  BASKETS  AND  GOODIES 

I  LORAL  EXPRESSIONS . . . FRESH  (EGWEflS 

INDULGENCE . BODY  CARE  PRODUCTS 

PKICIOUS  MOMENT............... BAbY  AND  MOM  PRODUCTS 

WITH  SYMPATHY..™, . . . FlOHAl  {  GOURMET 

FRESH 


* 

LOcnl  Debvciy 
Ibnwiini  £  Dude 
Wirt-  Service.  We  Ship 
t  ast  Mi  tmi  e  Onic«.  Al  I 


^  ^est  rDHTFresfer  ^ 


HIM  anir  M.  EiL  Davie',  FL  tJlL'J 

(954)  436-9905  i.sS'Wg'j. 

—  iv4a .  m+.  4PV1  %«ii ^  l+a  Mv  “l  A*" 


2DUSEA-DQO 

stowth  m 

Mi.5.RJa.  $JMW 

NOW  mw* 


200fc5EA4X)0 
SPCEDSIIIC  WAfct 
M.S.HLP  |37J IW 

now  u^ris* 


2M7  StA^DOO 
r.11  S.F  1-t-ntiP 

NOwie^w 


FREE  CtwiEt  tkrtrd  K.  ti  {$600  Value) 

J  bw^xTk.  ill  jt^Ihp  'Uri  hi’  lifr  ■  rduYhnm  i  .  '-.  iih  -JihLWi 
4rv)  Grr  •  lI  jixuiiN-i  nm  ri-  ■  _  — -  •  ..  ■ 


2007  SCA-DOO 
ftXF  1 55 HP 
hL5.FLP.$SrW» 


»0f  SSA-OOO 

KXF2I5HF 

ms.flp.  $tihin 

NOW  5-1  -I NV 


Great  News  For  All  Triral 
Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE $ 1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


F-d  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  all  Seminole 
Tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  Thai’s  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 
EVERY  2007  MODEL 

*  POWERTRAIN  WaRRai-jTY 

-  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

-  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


works  at  ihe  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gel  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
Five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  ISO  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  (U  HEADQUARTERS 
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TAKE  IT  OR  TRADE  IT  - 
$1  MILLION  GAME  SHOW 

THURSDAYS  IN  SEPTEMBER  2PM  &  8PM 
SI  MILLION  GRAND  FINALE  I  SEPTEMBER  29 

2008  MERCEDES  C-300  GIVEAWAY 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26  9PM 

ADDITIONAL  $1 .000  CASH  DRAWINGS  STARTING  AT  4PM 

$25,000  SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER  23  3PM  *  7;30PM 
$1,500  AWARDED  EVERY  30  MINUTES! 

$10,000  GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING  i  8PM 

SWIPE  YOUR  PLAYERS  CLUB  CARD  TO  ENTER. 

SUNDAY  $50,000  GIVEAWAY 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3D  1 11AM  -  5:30PM 
525,000  GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING  I  6 PM 


Not  a  Players  Club  Member  yet? 

Sign  up  today.  It's  fast  easy  and  free! 
See  Players  Club  details. 
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GET  OUT  OF  JAIL 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


Professional  Service 


We  have  moved,  the  new  address  is.. 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale-  FL  3331 1 
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anattorney 

understands... 


Experienced  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
Former  Government  Prosecutor 


-  Federal  and  State  Crimes 


*  Assault  and  Battery 


■  Felonies 


-  Misdemeanors 


Probation  Violations 


■  Domestic  Violence 


■  Criminal  Record  Sealing  and  Expunging 


►  Sex  Crimes 


Prostitution 


Drug  Cases 


-White  Collar  and  Economic  Crimes. 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Free  Consultation  (954)462.1192 
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(L-R)  Seneca  President  Maurice  Johns,  and  representing  the  Seminole  Tribe,  President  Richard 
Bowers  and  Brighton  Tribal  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith  at  the  opening  bell  ceremony. 


Indian  Country  On  Wall  Street 

Tribal  Leaders  Ring  Opening  Bell  at  Exchange 


Submitted  by  NAFOA 

NEW  YORK  —  The  leaders  and  finance 
officers  of  five  Tribal  Nations  made  history  on 
Sept.  7  when  they  became  the  first  Native 
Americans  to  preside  over  the  ringing  of  the  open¬ 
ing  bell  at  a  global  financial  exchange.  Maurice 
“Moe”  John,  president  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of 
Indians,  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  president  of  the 
Seminole  Board  of  Directors,  and  Deron  Marquez, 
former  chairman  of  the  San  Manuel  Band  of 
Mission  Indians,  sounded  the  start  of  trading  at  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Exchange,  accompanied  by 
cheers  and  applause  from  traders  on  the  floor  and 
the  more  than  100  Tribal  council  members  and 
finance  professionals  packing  the  audience  for  the 
occasion. 

The  bell-ringing  was  the  highlight  of  the 
final  day  of  the  Native  American  Finance  Officers 
Association’s  (NAFOA)  25th  Annual  Conference  - 
“The  Wall  Street  Summit,”  an  event  that  brought 
together  many  of  the  most  respected  leaders  and 


experts  in  the  field  of  Tribal  finance  and  enterprise. 
For  the  representatives  of  some  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  Tribes  who  took  part  in  the  Mercantile  cere¬ 
mony,  ringing  the  bell  in  the  capital  of  the  financial 
world  was  a  thrill,  and  represented  a  milestone 
event  for  all  Tribal  nations. 

“I  rang  the  bell  not  only  on  behalf  of  the 
Seneca  Nation,  but  all  natives  in  the  country,”  said 
John,  who  dressed  in  traditional  Seneca  regalia  for 
the  event.  “I  rang  it  in  memory  of  all  the  Seneca 
elders  who  have  helped  all  Tribes  reach  the  point 
where  we  are  investors  in  the  stock  and  commodi¬ 
ties  markets.” 

“In  my  time  as  a  Tribal  leader  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  lot  of  interesting 
events,  hut  the  ringing  of  the  bell  is  one  of  the 
coolest  things  I  have  ever  done,”  said  Marquez, 
whose  term  as  chairman  at  San  Manuel  saw  the 
Tribe  become  an  innovator  and  leader  in  economic 
development. 

❖  See  NYMEX,  page  4 


Chris  Jenkins 

Louise  Gopher 


Tribal  Education  Leader  Moves  On 

Louise  Gopher  Retires  as  Director 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

BRIGHTON  —  Louise  Gopher, 
Panther  Clan,  has  helped  educate  many  and 
inspired  hundreds  more  in  her  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  working  for  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  Education 
Department.  Gopher  serves  as  the  Tribe’s 
Education  director,  and  while  her  journey  has 
been  interesting,  she  said  it  is  now  time  to  move 
on. 

As  a  trendsetter,  Gopher  graduated  in 
1965  with  her  associate  of  arts  degree  from 
Indian  River  Community  College  and  was  cho¬ 
sen  as  Seminole  Princess  that  same  year.  During 
her  tenure,  she  represented  the  Tribe  at  the  Miss 
Indian  America  Pageant  in  Sheridan,  Wyo., 
where  she  received  the  honorable  mention 
award. 


In  1970  she  was  the  first  Seminole 
woman  to  earn  a  four  year  degree,  graduating 
with  her  bachelor’s  degree  from  Florida  Atlantic 
University. 

Since  joining  the  Tribe’s  staff  in  1982, 
Gopher  said  education  has  been  her  one  and 
only  job  and  focus.  Within  that  department,  she 
has  moved  up  through  the  ranks  over  the  years, 
assuming  the  role  of  director  in  2003. 

The  Brighton  resident  has  had  a  lot  to 
be  proud  of  but  says  her  crowning  achievement 
is  the  Pull-Out  Program.  Focusing  on  kinder¬ 
garten  through  fifth  grade  student  education  in 
the  areas  of  Seminole  language  and  culture 
development,  it  has  helped  maintain  the 
Seminoles’  rich  heritage  and  legacy.  These 

♦  See  GOPHER,  page  9 


Fort  Pierce  Community  Hosts  Indian  Day  Celebration 


Forty  Resolutions  Passed 
at  Council  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Tribal  Council  met  on  the 
Hollywood  Reservation  on  Sept.  13.  They  passed  40  resolutions 
including  these  25: 

Resolution  17:  Service  line  agreement  (70’  by  20’) 
between  Glades  Electric  Cooperative,  and  Seth  Robbins  -  Big 
Cypress  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  18:  Service  line  agreement  (100’  by  20’) 
between  Glades  Electric  Cooperative,  and  Carlene  DiCarlo 
Osceola  -  Big  Cypress  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  19:  Service  line  agreement  (600’  by  5’) 
between  Embarq  FKA  Sprint  Florida,  Inc.,  and  Matthew  Gopher 
for  location  of  a  buried  telephone  cable  -  Brighton  Seminole 
Indian  Reservation 

Resolution  20:  Issuance  of  service  line  agreements 
between  Glades  Electric  Cooperative  and  Emma  Brown,  Lucy 
M.  Bowers  and  Chad  Huff  -  Brighton  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  21:  Grant  application  to  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  for  funds  to  assist  in  water 
quality  monitoring  in  FY  2008  for  determining  the  extent  of  pol¬ 
lution  on  Tribal  lands  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  22:  Tribal  Response  Program  application  to 
the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  for  all  reservations  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  public  health 
and  cultural  use  preservation; 

Resolution  23:  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  Water  Resource  Management  planning  and  pre¬ 
development  program  application  for  funding  for  all  reservations 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  24:  Approval  of  work  authorization  form 
for  Banyan  Air  Services,  Inc.,  relevant  to  services  for  Tribal  air¬ 
craft; 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  3 


Ahfachkee  School 
Unveils  New  Mascot 


Seminole  Warriors  Show  School  Spirit 


Shelley  Marmor 


Pedro  Zepeda  (L)  and  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (R)  assist  in 
revealing  Ahfachkee’s  new  Seminole  Warrior  mascot. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

FORT  PIERCE  —  The  Fort 
Pierce  community  hosted  a  much-anticipat¬ 
ed  Indian  Day  Celebration  on  Sept.  22  at 
the  Chopco  Youth  Ranch.  This  is  the  fourth 
year  for  the  important  event,  organized  by 
Sally  Tommie,  Fort  Pierce  liaison,  Debbie 
Christophe,  her  assistant,  Hope  Sneed,  Fort 
Pierce  community  involvement  coordinator, 
Shamy  Tommie,  director  of  the  Chupco 
Ranch,  Mary  Joe  Micco,  caterer,  and  the 
RMG-Redline  Media  Group. 

During  the  daylong  event,  atten¬ 
dees  enjoyed  the  traditional  Seminole  fare, 
provided  by  Mary  Joe  Micco  of  Brighton, 
that  was  served  for  breakfast,  lunch  and  din¬ 
ner.  A  large  white  open-air  tent  was  set  up 
near  the  Chupco  Office  Building  for  the 
occasion. 

“We’re  excited  you  decided  to  join 
us  this  year  for  our  celebration  of  Indian 
Day,”  announced  Sally  Tommie,  Fort  Pierce 
Liaison.  “This  is  by  far  the  largest  crowd 
we’ve  ever  had  to  date,  and  we  hope  to  get 
bigger  and  better  as  we  continue  on.” 

“The  main  mission  of  the  day,”  she 
pointed  out,  “is  to  provide  a  day  where 
everyone  could  get  together,  break  bread, 
enjoy  the  camaraderie  we  all  bring  together, 
and  also  to  respect  and  appreciate  what  this 
day  means  to  us  as  Native  American  peo¬ 
ple.” 

The  planning  for  this  particular  day 
had  been  meticulous,  according  to  Hope 
Sneed,  who  said  many  Fort  Pierce  commu¬ 
nity  members  “collaborated  and  made  this 
event  a  success.” 

Attendees  made  the  very  best  of 
the  warm  sunny  day  partaking  in  events 
including  horseshoes,  archery,  a  bounce 


house,  rock  climbing  and  a  water  slide,  tom¬ 
ahawk-carving,  stickball  games,  a  Seminole 
fashion  show  and  storytelling. 

Sandra  Fox,  an  Emergency 
Management  Planner  with  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida’s  Office  of  Emergency 
Management,  directed  the  various  games 
and  activities  that  were  much  delighted  in 
by  the  crowds. 

“This  is  actually  my  first  Indian 
Day  Celebration,”  Fox  said.  “I’m  a  relative¬ 
ly  new  employee  with  the  Tribe,  so  this  is 
great  to  come  out  and  see  the  atmosphere, 
and  meet  some  of  the  Tribal  members  I’m 
working  for.” 

In  addition,  a  performance  by 
Native  American  hip-hop  artists  Culture 
Shock  Camp,  featuring  Indigo,  Kiri,  and  Ke, 
performed  in  front  of  an  enlargement  of  a 
Guy  LaBree  painting  entitled  Time  Travel. 
There  was  a  clear  sense  of  family  and  com¬ 
munity  in  Fort  Pierce,  and  this  was  quite 
prevalent  in  every  aspect  of  that  fun- filled 
day. 

“This  is  really  nice,”  exclaimed 
Remus  Griffin,  Bird  Clan.  “We’ve  got  a 
nice  crowd  here,  so  we’ve  come  a  long  way, 
and  I  hope  it  keeps  on  progressing.” 

Tribal  Preschool  Director  Leona 
Tommie  Williams,  who  is  originally  from 
the  area,  but  now  resides  in  the  Hollywood 
community,  echoed  Griffin’s  sentiments. 

“The  celebration  is  very  good,” 
said  Tommie  Williams,  Bird  Clan.  “I’m 
proud  to  say  I’m  from  Fort  Pierce,  and  to 
see  this  going  on,  it’s  very  humbling.  And  I 
wish  my  grandparents,  my  aunts,  and  my 
mom  was  here  to  see  all  of  this,  to  see  that 

❖  See  INDIAN  DAY,  page  35 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  A  week  of  school  spirit  activities 
culminated  in  the  Ahfachkee  School’s  spirit  rally,  held  at  the 
Herman  L.  Osceola  Gym  on  Sept.  27.  At  the  rally,  students  and 
faculty  alike  had  an  opportunity  to  show  their  Seminole  pride. 

The  spirit  rally  kicked  off  with  opening  remarks  from 
Coach  Randall  Cleckler  who  served  as  emcee  and  led  the  crowd 
in  a  rousing  chant  of  “Seminole  Warriors!” 

Students  were  acknowledged  for  their  achievements  in 
physical  education,  class  spirit  and  individual  spirit.  Classes  were 
also  recognized  for  door  decorating  and  their  unique  spirit 
cheers,  which  each  grade  level  had  an  opportunity  to  showcase  at 
the  spirit  rally. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  was  in  attendance  and 
emphasized  the  importance  of  learning  Seminole  culture,  com¬ 
mending  non-Tribal  teachers  for  making  the  effort  to  learn  the 
culture. 

“It’s  good  to  learn  Seminole  culture.  We  learn  your  cul¬ 
ture,  so  you  can  learn  ours,”  said  Cypress  with  a  laugh.  “We 
share.” 

Cypress  expressed  his  pride  in  the  Ahfachkee  School  for 
creating  a  new  mascot  to  show  their  school  spirit. 

“Like  I  always  say  in  the  Seminole  Tribe  or  anywhere, 
its  teamwork,”  he  said.  “Everything  happens  through  teamwork 
and  I’m  glad  to  he  part  of  it.” 

Principal  Terry  Porter  described  the  significance  of  spir¬ 
it  week  and  why  the  new  mascot  is  so  important  to  the  school. 

“Some  other  schools  have  what  they  call  a  homecoming 
week.  This  is  hke  our  homecoming  week,”  Porter  explained. 
“This  was  the  mascot  that  was  selected,  voted  on  by  students. 
This  is  your  mascot  and  it  defines  who  we  are.” 

The  long  anticipated  moment  arrived  when  the  new 
Ahfachkee  School  mascot  was  finally  unveiled.  Cypress,  along 
with  Tribal  citizens  Lenny  Jim  and  Pedro  Zepeda,  assisted  as  the 
drape  was  removed  from  a  huge  banner  that  depicted  the  logo  of 
a  Seminole  Warrior  that  will  serve  as  the  mascot  for  the  school. 

“Don’t  ever  forget  who  we  are,”  said  Coach  Cleckler. 
“Don’t  ever  forget  our  heritage.  Seminole  Warriors  —  that’s  who 
we  are”  ❖  See  MASCOT,  page  11 
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Who  am  I?  HINT:  My  first  name  is  used  often  by  Disney®. 
Please  see  the  Nov.  2  issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  the  answer. 


Tribune  Submission  Form 

Attention  Seminole  tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The  Seminole 
Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information  provided 
below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call  The 
Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  2,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  Our  fax 
number  is  (954)  965-2937  or  email  tribime@semtribe.com. 

Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


The  Impact  of  Indian  Gaming 


By  Dr.  Dean  Chavers 

[Editor  s  Note:  Dr.  Dean  Chavers  is  director  of  Catching 
the  Dream,  a  national  scholarship  and  school  improvement 
organization  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  He  welcomes  your  comments 
on  this  column,  inquiries  about  scholarships,  and  inquiries  about 
Catching  the  Dream  grants.  His  e-mail  address  is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are  his 
own.  ©  Copyright  2007] 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  and  discussion  about  Indian 
gaming  over  the  past  25  years.  I  have  almost  never  written  any¬ 
thing  about  it,  but  here  goes. 

Indian  gaming  is  one  of  the  best  things,  if  not  the  best 
thing,  that  ever  happened  to  Indian  people.  But  at  the  same  time, 
there  are  at  least  two  problems  with  it.  One  is  per  capita  payments 
and  the  other  is  competition  from  non- Indians. 

I  just  visited  the  Seven  Feathers  Resort  in  Canyonville, 
Ore.  last  week.  The  Tribal  Chairwoman  Sue  Shaffer  is  an  authen¬ 
tic  Indian  hero.  I  met  her  in  1982  at  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  (NCAI)  annual  meeting.  We  were  both  hanging 
around  with  Roger  Jourdain  and  Wendell  Chino.  I  was  the  errand 
boy  for  those  two,  bringing  them  coffee  and  water,  and  pleased  to 
do  it.  Jourdain  called  me  his  journalist. 

I  met  Shaffer  on  the  first  day  of  the  NCAI  convention. 
The  next  morning,  as  I  headed  toward  the  general  assembly,  I 
heard  a  loud  noise  around  the  comer.  As  I  rounded  the  comer,  I 
saw  that  Shaffer  had  the  Assistant  Secretary  Ken  Smith  braced 
against  the  wall  with  her  finger  in  his  face.  She  was  giving  him 
“what  for.” 

I  learned  later  in  the  day  that  her  Tribe,  the  Cow  Creek 
Band  of  Umpquas,  had  been  terminated  in  the  1960s.  The  rich 
people  in  the  state,  including  the  governor,  wanted  their  timber. 
Oregon  took  the  biggest  hit  in  the  termination  era,  with  more  than 
60  Tribes  terminated.  She  had  Smith  braced  because  he  was  not 
helping  her  get  the  Tribe’s  treaty  status  restored. 

Without  Smith’s  help,  they  got  their  treaty  status  restored 
in  1982.  It  literally  took  an  act  of  Congress  to  do  it,  but  the  act 
passed  and  then  President  Ronald  Reagan  signed  it. 

She  has  been  after  me  for  several  years  to  come  see  her 
casino,  which  I  did  last  week.  They  have  more  than  1,000  slot 
machines,  and  it  was  busy  the  day  and  a  half  I  was  there.  The 
hotel  occupancy  rate  is  an  astounding  98.6  percent;  Conrad  Hilton 
would  kill  for  that  rate. 

And  the  Cow  Creeks  are  getting  ready  to  build  another 
hotel  the  same  size,  and  will  fill  that  up.  Their  RV  park  has  been 
full  since  the  day  it  opened. 

Instead  of  paying  per  caps  to  Tribal  members,  they  have 
made  a  very  wise  decision.  They  use  the  money  for  expansion  and 
further  economic  development.  They  were  landless  30  years  ago. 
Shaffer’s  mother  had  held  on  to  their  ranch,  which  is  the  tradition¬ 
al  center  of  their  Tribal  activity.  But  they  owned  the  ranch  in  fee 
simple  title,  not  as  Tribal  lands.  They  have  had  to  buy  land  to  put 
their  businesses  on. 

I  told  her  it  was  ironic  that  Indians  have  to  buy  back  the 
land  they  supposedly  owned,  and  she  agreed.  But  there  is  no  other 
way  to  do  it,  she  said. 

Shaffer  was  very  generous  to  me  with  her  time.  She  is 
now  85  years  old,  and  has  taken  the  Tribe  from  nothing  to  doing 
really  well.  She  has  been  chairwoman  for  24  years  now,  which 
may  be  a  modern-day  record.  Wendell  Chino  was  chairman  and 
president  of  the  Mescaleros  for  45  years,  and  Roger  Jourdain  was 
chairman  at  Red  Lake  for  32  years.  Banning  Taylor  was  chairman 
of  his  Tribe  for  more  than  50  years! 


When  I  first  met  Shaffer,  the  Tribe  literally  didn’t  have 
two  dimes  to  mb  together.  She  paid  her  own  way  to  NCAI  and  to 
Washington,  DC  numerous  times  over  the  years. 

When  I  asked  her  about  per  capita  distribution,  she  said 
they  don’t  pay  them.  If  people  want  to  get  money  from  the  Tribe, 
they  have  to  earn  it.  That  is  the  same  philosophy  as  the  largest 
casino  operator  in  the  world,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal 
Nation.  They  own  Foxwoods  in  Connecticut,  which  dwarfs  all 
other  casinos.  All  the  Pequot  Tribal  members  are  taken  care  of, 
but  only  the  infirm  and  the  elderly  get  per  capita  payments. 

I  worry  about  the  Tribes  that  are  paying  out  big  per  capi¬ 
ta  payments.  What  I  worry  about  is  people’s  souls.  Do  they  have 
motivation  if  so  much  money  is  handed  to  them?  I  wish  the  Tribes 
would  put  a  requirement  on  the  per  caps,  such  as  that  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers  either  have  to  work  for  the  money,  or  go  to  school  or  college 
for  it.  Either  way,  everyone  would  be  better  off. 

The  other  thing  that  bothers  me  is  competition.  Most  of 
it  is  coming  from  the  states.  Some  35  states  now  have  a  lottery, 
and  25  years  ago  none  of  them  did.  Some  of  the  most  conserva¬ 
tive  states,  such  as  Texas,  make  a  lot  of  money  from  the  lottery.  In 
my  state,  New  Mexico,  thousands  of  students  have  gotten  lottery 
scholarships  for  college. 

I  have  said  for  the  past  25  years  that  there  are  some  peo¬ 
ple  who  can’t  stand  to  see  Indians  get  ahead.  They  started  schem¬ 
ing  as  soon  as  the  first  Tribe  fought  to  put  in  a  casino  to  try  to  get 
the  money  away  from  them.  They  try  to  tax  it  —  with  some  suc¬ 
cess.  They  try  to  compete  with  it.  They  try  to  shut  casinos.  And 
they  try  to  compete. 

Non-Indian  casinos  are  now  popping  up  in  many  states. 
What  started  in  New  Jersey,  Louisiana  and  Illinois  is  now  spread¬ 
ing  rapidly.  My  point  is  that  Indian  Tribes  only  have  a  short  peri¬ 
od  of  time  to  consolidate  their  economic  base  before  it  will  be 
threatened.  They  need  to  diversify  using  gaming  funds  to  start 
other  businesses. 

Some  Tribes  have  really  used  gaming  to  their  advantage, 
and  diversified.  The  number  of  Tribes  that  have  is  large,  but  not 
large  enough.  The  Pequots,  the  Choctaws,  Viejas,  Cow  Creek 
Umpquas,  and  others  are  leading  the  way. 

But  time  is  short.  We  have  about  20  more  years,  and  the 
Indian  gaming  boom  will  probably  be  over.  There  will  still  be 
some  profitable  casinos,  but  not  too  many  on  Indian  reservations 
that  are  remote. 

The  handful  of  Tribes  that  have  reservations  near  large 
cities  will  be  able  to  maintain  their  profitability.  But  the  small 
Tribes  that  are  200  miles  away  from  a  major  population  center 
will  almost  certainly  be  forced  to  close. 

The  more  advanced  thinking  Tribes  are  also  conducting 
philanthropy.  My  concern  as  a  fundraiser  is  that  many  of  them 
make  grants  in  their  local  areas  only.  I  wish  they  would  make 
grants  to  Indians  on  a  local  and  national  level.  I  really  appreciate 
the  help  we  get  from  10  percent  of  the  Tribes,  but  would  love  to 
see  another  10  percent  let  us  be  eligible  to  apply  for  scholarship 
grants. 

More  than  90  percent  of  Indians  get  no  revenue  from 
gaming.  The  more  ignorant  non-Indians,  which  includes  60 
Minutes,  think  that  all  Indians  are  rich  from  gaming.  The  truth  is 
that  smaller  Tribes  near  large  urban  centers  are  doing  well,  how¬ 
ever  many  larger  Tribes,  such  as  Navajo,  have  no  gaming  at  all. 

Let’s  hope  the  successful  Tribes  do  some  outreach  to 
help  the  other  Tribes.  Some  of  them  already  have  venture  compa¬ 
nies  to  work  with  other  Tribes.  Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  Indian 
people  could  be  proud  and  successful  in  the  U.S.? 
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pre¬ 
served 

through  educat¬ 
ing  the  children 
a  charter  school  specifically 
designed  to  prepare  them  for  a  successful 
future  in  the  world  of  tomorrow,  as  well  as 
to  maintain  the  transference  of  culture. 

Congratulations  on  this  wonderful 
achievement! 

Sincerely, 

Veronica  Lee  Valentino 


Dear  Editor, 

I  was  very  pleased  to  read  about 
the  Pemyetv  Emahakv  Charter  School 
opening  in  Brighton, 
a  27  year  veteran  histo¬ 
ry  teacher  and  native  of 
Florida,  I  totally  agree 
that  the  lan¬ 
guage  of 
the 
Tribe 
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Emergency  Services  Dept  Holds 
Graduation,  Promotion  Ceremony 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Recruit  Class  07-03 
shouted  out  “Hooah!”  in  unison  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  27  at  the  Hollywood  Headquarters  Auditorium. 
On  this  night,  the  Tribe’s  Department  of  Emergency 
Services  hosted  a  promotion  and  graduation  ceremony 
for  27  of  its  newest  firefight¬ 
ers,  emergency  medical 
technicians  and  paramedics. 

Coinciding  with  the 
graduation  ceremony,  the 
Department  of  Emergency 
Services  honored  28 
employees  with  promotions 
to  various  supervisory  posi¬ 
tions.  This  came  as  a  result 
of  a  department  reorganiza¬ 
tion  and  new  ranking  struc¬ 
ture. 

With  a  new  struc¬ 
ture  in  place,  the  department 
went  a  step  further  and  cre¬ 
ated  a  new  mission  state¬ 
ment.  ft  reads:  “To  protect 
and  enhance  the  quality  of 
life  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  communities, 
through  a  comprehensive 
program  of  services  directed 
toward  education,  preven¬ 
tion,  and  control,  in  the  areas 
of  fire,  rescue,  medical 
emergencies,  hazardous 
materials  incidents  and  dis¬ 
asters.” 

John  Cooper,  the 
new  assistant  director, 
emceed  the  event  and  wel¬ 
comed  everyone  to  the  special  evening’s  ceremony. 
The  Tribe’s  Color  Guard,  displaying  three  flags, 
marched  to  the  front  of  the  stage  in  military  cadence 
to  present  the  colors.  Fire  Marshall  David  Logan  then 
led  the  audience  in  the  pledge  of  allegiance. 

Representing  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
and  the  Tribal  Council  was  Recreation  Director  Moses 
“Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.,  Snake  Clan.  Jumper,  dressed  in 
traditional  regalia,  walked  to  the  podium  and  per¬ 
formed  the  invocation.  He  said  it  was  an  honor  and  a 


privilege  to  be  at  the  ceremony,  and  to  be  thankful  to 
the  Creator  for  all  the  blessings  to  the  Tribe.  He  asked 
the  Creator  for  a  special  blessing  upon  the  brave  men 
and  women  who  serve  the  Seminole  Tribal  citizens. 

Emergency  Services  Director  Charles  V. 
Lanza  addressed  the  audience  next,  and  welcomed 
everyone  to  the  evening’s  festivities.  He  also 
explained  the  department’s  objectives  to  the  audience 
of  family,  friends  and  his  employees. 

“The  first,  and  most  important  [goal],  is  to 
improve  the  quality  of  life  for  all  our  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers,”  Lanza  said.  “The  second  goal  of  the  fire  chief  is 
to  improve  and  expand  this  department.  We  plan  to 
reach  our  goal  by  recruiting  and  training  40  firefight¬ 
er/paramedics  within  the  next  year  —  that  includes  the 
24  we  are  hiring  now.” 

Chief  Instructor  Frank  Ransdell  then  called 
out  each  graduate’s  name  as  they  sprung  from  then- 
seats,  to  thunderous  applause,  and  walked  to  the  stage 


to  accept  their  badge  and  certification.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  immediately  by  hearty  congratulations  in  the 
form  of  smiles,  handshakes  and  hugs  from  proud  staff 
officers  lined  up  in  a  celebratory  gauntlet. 

After  all  the  grads  were  honored,  Lanza  led 
the  group  in  reciting  the  oath  they  must  take  before 


assuming  their  new  duties.  This  was  followed  by  a 
short  video  presentation  highhghting  an  assortment  of 
still  images  set  to  pop  rock  songs  of  the  recruit  Class 
07-03  performing  in  various  activities  during  their 
five-week  training. 

One  of  the  night’s  promotions  was  that  of 
Bryan  Stepanenko,  22,  who  went  from  firefighter  to 
lieutenant.  Stepanenko  has  worked  at  the  Brighton 
Reservation  Fire  Station  for  the  past  two  years,  and 
will  remain  serving  that  community  as  he  assumes  his 
new  position. 

“We  got  the  department 
moving  in  a  great  new  direction,”  he 
said.  “I’m  just  happy  with  the  way 
things  are.” 

The  remaining  graduates  of 
Class  07-03  were:  Gustavo  Ajuz, 
FF/Medic;Daniel  Allis,  FF/EMT; 
Daniel  Alonso,  FF/EMT;  Giovanni 
Alvarez,  FF/EMT;  Douglas  Astler, 
FF/EMT;  Christopher  Cabrera, 
FF/Medic;  Donivan  Ciolfo,  FF/EMT; 
David  De  Cardenas,  FF/EMT;  Keith 
Edell,  FF/Medic;  Daniel  Fiorito, 
FF/EMT;  Joshua  Furman,  FF/Medic; 
Jubal  Gimble,  FF/Medic;  Thomas 
Konze,  FF/EMT;  Jesus  Lizarraga, 
FF/Medic;  Chad  Meeks,  FF/  EMT; 
Thomas  Petroro,  FF/EMT;  Robert 
Rich,  FF/EMT;  Francisco  Rodriguez, 
FF/EMT;  Jordan  Shaver,  FF/EMT; 
Anthony  Shockley,  FF/EMT;  Paul 
Wessling,  FF/EMT;  Victor  White, 
FF/EMT;  and  Stephen  Wright, 
FF/EMT. 

Wildland  Firefighters:  Lisa 
Kinchen, Michael  Lightsey,  Michael 
Mohorek  and  Kenneth  Yates. 

Promotional  Ceremony: 

John  Cooper,  District  Commander  to 
Assistant  Director;  Joshua  Bauer, 
Captain  Support  Services  to  Battalion 
Chief;  Brian  Brown,  Captain  EMS 
Division;  Ricardo  Fong,  Captain  to 
Battalion  Chief;  Joe  Sorrentino,  Battalion  Chief 
Training  OIC;  George  Ascencio,  Lieutenant  to 
Battalion  Captain;  Robert  Curtis,  Lieutenant  to 
Battahon  Captain;  Jonathan  Hedrick,  Captain  to 
Battalion  Captain;  Michael  Hopkins,  FF  to  Captain; 
Kevin  Lois,  Lieutenant  to  Captain;  Willie  Weeks, 
Lieutenant  to  Captain;  David  Coosaia,  FF  to 
Lieutenant;  Eric  Fazzi,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  John  Fichner, 
FF  to  Lieutenant;  Juan  Gomez,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Todd 
Graham,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Malachai  Horowitz,  FF  to 
Lieutenant;  Brian  Labar,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Mackinly 
Pratt,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Olen  Price,  FF  to  Lieutenant; 
Albert  Quinones,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Gordan  Sanders, 
FF  to  Lieutenant;  Todd  Seliger,  FF  to  Lieutenant; 
Danny  Soriano,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Bryan  Stepanenko, 
FF  to  Lieutenant;  Robert  Vega,  FF  to  Lieutenant; 

Steve  Zitnick,  FF  to  Lieutenant;  Keith  Yeates,  EMS 
Division  to  Wild  land  Division 


*  Councfl 
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Resolution  25:  Approval  of  work  authoriza¬ 
tion  and  proposal  for  Banyan  Air  Services,  Inc.,  rele¬ 
vant  to  services  for  the  Pilatus  PC  12  aircraft; 

Resolution  26:  Approval  of  annual  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  WXSYS-On  Demand  -  aviation  application 
relevant  to  Weather  and  Airport  Information  Data 
Service; 

Resolution  27:  Amendment  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  401k  Plan; 

Resolution  28:  Suite  license  agreement  with 
KTB  Florida  Sports  Arena,  LLC  (Germain  Arena); 

Resolution  29:  Thunder  Communications, 
Inc.,  equipment  and  services  agreement  for  Satellite 
Communications  Services  and  Equipment; 

Resolution  33:  Ratification  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  filming  permission  letter  granting 
Telemundo  Television  Studios,  LLC.,  permission  to 
film  a  television  show  on  the  Big  Cypress  Seminole 
Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  34:  Issuance  of  a  revocable  per¬ 
mit  by  Luke  Baxley,  Sr.  to  Clear  Channel  Outdoor  - 
Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  35:  Approval  of  business  lease 
between  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  (lessor)  and  Jessica 
Frances  Buster  (lessee)  for  the  construction  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  retail  hardware  supply  and  building  mate¬ 
rials  store  -  Big  Cypress  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 


Resolution  37:  Issuance  of  a  revocable  per¬ 
mit  to  Aranita  Mae  Tiger  D/B/A  Tiger-  Das 
Corporation  (permitee)  for  car  wash  and  detailing 
services  -  Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  38:  Issuance  of  a  revocable  per¬ 
mit  by  Johnny  and  Dorothy  Tucker  to  CBS  outdoor  - 
Hollywood  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  40:  Authorization  for  continued 
funding  of  Tribal  government  operations  for  Tribal  FY 
2008; 

Resolution  41:  Per  capita  distributions  of 
Tribal  gaming  revenues  for  FY  Oct.  1,  2007,  through 
Sept.  30,  2008; 

Resolution  42:  Approval  of  agreement  with 
Alliance  Contracting  Corp.  for  construction  of 
improvements  at  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  and 
Casino  -  Hollywood;  ratification  of  funds  disbursed; 
limited  wavier  of  sovereign  immunity; 

Resolution  43:  Rescinding  Resolution  No. 
44-99  enrollment  of  non- Indian  students  at  the 
Ahfachkee  Elementary/Junior  High  School  and 
Ahfachkee  High  School; 

Resolution  44:  Enrollment  policy  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Ahfachkee 
Elementary/Junior  High  School  and  Ahfachkee  High 
School; 

Resolution  45:  Ordinance  Review 
Committee,  and 

Resolution  46:  Wachovia  master  equipment 
lease/purchase  agreement  as  amended  by  schedule  2G: 
wavier  of  sovereign  immunity. 


Tribal  Council  Holds  Special  Session 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Tribal  Council 
held  a  special  session  on  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation.  They  passed  four  resolutions  on  their 
Sept.  20  meeting  agenda  including: 

Resolution  4:  Delegation  of  authority  to 
provide  approvals  as  may  be  required  by  the 
Seminole  Tribe,  as  managing  member  of  Seminole 
Properties  Retail,  LLC; 

Resolution  5:  Approval  of  purchase  agree¬ 


ment  by  and  between  Seminole  Properties  Retail, 
LLC  and  Triton  V,  LLC; 

Resolution  6:  Approval  of  sub-lease  by 
and  between  Roadhouse,  LLC  and  Automatic  Shms 
Hollywood,  LLC;  approval  for  change  of  permitted 
use;  and 

Resolution  7:  Approval  of  lease  termina¬ 
tion  agreement  by  and  between  Seminole  Properties 
Retail,  LLC  and  HR  Sports  Bar,  LLC. 


DR.  BELINDA  NOAH 
ATTORNEY 

Bankruptcy,  Criminal,  Wills, 
Trust,  Personal  Injury 
Please  call  8B'99!l  1864 
nr  813-6/9  '>356 

for  a  free  consultation  or  e  mail 
bnoah2  4C,!ly  ahoo.com ,  sg. 


B  STETSON  O  LUCCHESE  P  TONY  LAMA  O  JIJSTIN  O  WRASGLEB  Q  ROPER 


Felix  DoBosz 


(L-R)  Seminole  EMS’s  newest  Fire  Lieutenant  Bryan  Stepaneko  and 
Captain  Norm  Engel  of  Boca  Raton  Rire-Rescue  celebrate 
Stepaneko’s  promotion  at  the  ceremony. 
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President  Richard  Bowers  (3rd  from  left)  and  Brighton  Representative  Roger  Smith  (C)  were  accompanied 
by  Native  American  leaders  from  other  Tribes. 


❖  NYMEX 

Continued  from  page  1 

Seminole  Tribe 
Vice-Chairman/President 
Richard  Bowers  stated:  “On 
behalf  of  the  great  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida  and  other 
great  Native  American 
Tribes,  it  was  an  honor  to  be 
a  part  of  this  historic  day  in 
the  presence  of  billions  of 
dollars  being  traded  for  oil, 
gas,  commodities,  etc.;  it 
was  a  great  opportunity  to  be 
a  part  of  the  ringing  of  the 
opening  bell. 

“It  shows  the  world 
that  Native  American  Tribes 
can  gain  economic  power 
and  success,”  Bowers  contin¬ 
ued.  “Not  long  ago  Wall 
Street  was  a  wall  to  keep 
Indians  out;  today  it  is  a  red 
carpet  for  Native  Americans 
and  Native  American  Tribes 
who  seek  financial  economic 
independence.” 


Daryl  Stone 

Honoring  their  leaders,  Roger  Smith's  four  daughters,  Terry  Hahn  (sitting),  and  other  Seminole  ladies, 
wore  matching  patchwork  shirts  to  show  their  support  for  the  Tribe  at  this  once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity. 


PCA  Halloween  Bash  Rodeo 

Sponsored  by: 

SEMINOLE  CASINO  -  BRIGHTON 
and 

FRED  SMITH  RODEO  ARENA 

October  26  &  27 

FRED  SMITH  RODEO  ARENA 
BRIGHTON  SEMINOLE  RESERVATION 

GATES  OPEN  @  6  RM.  •  RODEO  STARTS  @  8  RM. 

TICKETS  $12.00  AT  THE  GATE 
Anyone  arriving  in  costume  will  receive  $3  off  their  admission 
Seniors  55+  will  receive  $2  Off  admission  -  Only  one  discount  per  person 
Children  10  and  Under  are  FREE 

First  200  Children  will  receive  a  Halloween  Treat  Bag 

For  more  information,  or  to  purchase  tickets  by  phone, 
please  call  (863)  467-6039 

(A  $2  processing  fee  will  apply  to  all  credit  card  charges) 

Rodeo  Contestants:  Check  PCA  Website,  pcarodeo.com,  for  Entry  Details 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

5 

October  12,  2007 

/ 

% 

w 

\  / 
/\ 

w 

f \ 

\  / 
/V 

w 

W 

/A 

‘Communify'News 

| 

W 

w 

w 

w 

/N 

V 

✓ 

Native  Intelligence 
By  Loma  A.  Rainey 
Publisher:  Author  House 
Paperback:  April  2007 
Pages:  253  -  Price:  $11 


Patchwork:  Seminole  &  Miccosuki  Art  and  Activities 
By  Dorothy  Downs 
Children’s  Paperback 
Pineapple  Press,  Sarasota,  Fla. 

ISNB  1-56164-332-7 
$9.95 


About  the  Author:  Dorothy  Downs 

Biography  from  new.pineapplepress.com 

Dorothy  Downs  is  an  art  historian  who  has  curated  exhibitions  of  Native  American  art  at 
several  south  Florida  art  institutions.  She  has  taught  Native  American  art  history  at  the  University  of 
Miami  and  is  a  founder  and  president  of  the  Tribal  Art  Society  at  the  Lowe  Art  Museum. 

She  is  the  author  of  Art  of  the  Florida  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  Indians  and  has  written 
articles  for  Native  Peoples  Magazine,  American  Indian  Art  Magazine,  Piecework,  and  Florida 
Anthropologist.  She  wrote  and  produced  the  PBS  TV  documentary  “Patterns  of  Power,”  about  the 
Seminole  and  Miccosukee  women  who  sew  patchwork  clothing. 
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Writer’s  First  Literary  Outing 
is  an  Entertaining  Thriller 


Baby  Essence  Showered  in  Pink 


Tribal  Citizens  Share  Culture  With  Employees 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  There  was  a  different 


Sandy  Hamilton 

Tribal  employees  line  up  for  taste  of  tradition. 


Everett  Osceola  enlightened  the  crowd  about 
the  different  Clans  and  their  roles  during  traditional 
events.  Osceola  was  an  engaging  speaker  who  had  the 
crowd  laughing  as  he  shared  stories  from  the  past. 

Preservation  of  the  Seminole  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage  was  discussed  as  well  as  Tribal  citizens’  respect 
for  their  elders,  and  the  correct  way  to  address  a  Tribal 
citizen  without  offending  them.  Both  speakers 
addressed  a  packed  room  of  appreciative  employees. 


By  Ramona  Kiyoshk 

A  Children’s  Book  for  All  Ages 


[Editor ’s  Note:  Ramona 
Kiyoshk  is  a  free-lance  writer  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ojibway  First  Nation  of 
Walpole  Island,  Ontario.  The  opinions 
she  expresses  are  her  own.  She  can  be 
reached  at 

satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] 

For  its  size,  this  sturdy  little 
book  contains  a  lot  of  information. 
Patchwork:  Seminole  &  Miccosuki  Art 
and  Activities  offers  practical  and  enter¬ 
taining  lessons  in  history,  art  and  every¬ 
day  lifestyles  of  the  native  peoples  of 
Florida  since  the  1900s. 

Even  those  students  who  rebel 
against  books  will  be  captivated  by  the 
storytelling  style  and  the  beautiful 
graphics.  Art  teachers  will  appreciate  the 
clear  instructions  on  how  to  make  patch- 
work  art  from  paper  and  glue.  The 
hands-on  projects  will  give  youngsters 
pride  in  their  people’s  history  and  artis¬ 
tic  contributions. 

All  readers,  young  and  old,  will 
find  the  information  educational  and 
easy  to  digest.  Page  23  has  illustrations 
and  names  of  popular  patchwork  pat¬ 
terns  used  in  jackets,  shirts,  dresses  and 
blankets.  Numerous  members  from  the 
Seminole  and  Miccosuki  arts  communi¬ 
ty  are  mentioned  throughout.  The  chick- 
ee  lifestyle  is  described  and  makes  one 
want  to  spend  a  few  days  in  the  open  air. 

In  summary,  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  this  book  to  anyone  who  loves  art 
and  Native  American  lore.  Patchwork, 
and  other  books  by  writer  Downs, 
would  do  well  on  the  Seminole 
Marketplace  Web  site  and  in  all  the 
Seminole  museums  and  gift  shops  — 
and  certainly  in  all  schools  in  Florida 
and  elsewhere. 


[Editor  s  Note:  Ramona  Kiyoshk  is  a 
free-lance  writer  and  member  of  the  Ojibway 
First  Nation  of  Walpole  Island,  Ontario.  The 
opinions  she  expresses  are  her  own.  She  can 
be  reached  at  satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] 

Native  Intelligence  is  one  of  the  most 
suspenseful  new  thrillers  I  have  read  this  year. 
With  this  book,  successful  New  York  City  tal¬ 
ent  agent,  Loma  Rainey,  has  added  best  sell¬ 
ing  author  to  her  list  of  accomplishments. 

Rainey  proudly  identifies  with  her  dual  her¬ 
itage:  Mississippi  Choctaw  and  African- 
American. 

Her  great-grandfather  was  the  Hon. 
Joseph  H.  Rainey,  America’s  first  Black  con¬ 
gressman,  and  her  mother  is  a  member  of  the 
Choctaw  Nation.  In  addition  to  her  successful 
talent  agent  business,  the  divorced  mother  of 
two  is  embarking  on  an  agenda  of  ambitious 
writing  projects  for  television  and  another 
book. 

Native  Intelligence  is  set  in  New 
York  City  immediately  following  the  attacks 
on  the  World  Trade  Center,  and  the  taut, 
spine-tingling  plot  centers  around  a  madman 
holding  a  decades-old  grudge  against  the  U.S. 

With  images  of  the  twin  towers 
exploding  fresh  in  their  minds,  the  citizens 
and  government  are  fearful  and  alert,  suspect¬ 
ing  anything  out  of  the  ordinary  to  be  a  pre¬ 
cursor  to  a  new  terrorist  attack.  This  time  the 
evil  comes  from  a  most  unlikely  source,  and  is 
all  the  more  deadly,  insidious  and  horrible 
because,  if  executed  successfully,  the  Free 
World,  as  we  know  it,  would  cease  to  exist. 

The  main  characters  are  Nita  Denson, 
an  employee  at  a  car  rental  agency,  and  Philip, 
a  childhood  friend  from  the  Choctaw 
Reservation  in  Mississippi.  Nita,  who  possess¬ 
es  an  innate  Native  American  sixth  sense  that 
alerts  her  when  things  are  amiss,  suspects  that 
something  depraved  has  occurred  in  the  trash- 
filled,  unkempt  car  returned  to  the  agency  by  a 
weird,  jumpy,  little  man.  When  she  unwittingly 
stumbles  upon  the  plot  and  witnesses  its  first 
deadly  results,  Nita  herself  becomes  a  murder  sus¬ 
pect. 

A  cat-and-mouse  game  begins  with  Nita, 
the  target  of  two  relentless  NYPD  detectives,  and 
the  ruthless  assassins  of  a  terrorist  cell.  With  no 
one  to  trust,  Nita  calls  her  childhood  friend,  Philip 


“Darkeyes”  Thames,  who  leaves  his  home  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation  and  rush  to  her  side. 

As  Nita  and  Philip  scurry  to  clear  her 
name  and  find  the  perpetrators,  they  become 
caught  up  in  a  complicated,  international  dragnet 
set  up  for  an  elusive,  desperate  mastermind.  A 
well-developed  cast  of  players  and  a  trail  of 
corpses  add  to  the  pace. 

If  late  night  nail  biters  are  your  thing, 
this  novel  is  for  you.  If  you  are  a  fan  of  romance, 
there  is  a  delightful  love  story  here,  too. 


twist  on  the  September  monthly  birthday  luncheon, 
held  at  the  Hollywood  Tribal  Headquarters  Auditorium 
on  Sept.  26. 

Employees  were  treated  to  an  overview  of 
Tribal  history  and  culture,  as  well  as  a  taste  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Seminole  food  catered  by  Tribal  citizens 
Beverly  Alumbaugh  and  Donna  Turtle.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Human  Resources  Department  in  an 
effort  to  celebrate  National  Indian  Day  and  educate 
employees  on  Seminole  culture. 

The  luncheon  was  enjoyable  as  well  as 
informative.  Brian  Zepeda,  an  articulate  public  speak¬ 
er,  explained  the  process  that  the  Seminoles  went 
through  to  become  federally  recognized.  His  presenta¬ 
tion  was  laced  with  humor,  although  the  subject  matter 
was  very  serious. 


Sandy  Hamilton 

Everett  Osceola  speaks  about  Tribal  culture. 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

PEMBROKE  PINES,  Fla.  —  The  Young  fam¬ 
ily,  Jessica  and  Elliot,  hosted  a  baby  shower  for  their 
beautiful  baby  girl,  Essence  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  23. 
Essence  Jazmine  Young,  slept  without  a  care  in  the 
world  while  the  family  gazed  at  the  precious  new  baby. 

Grandma  Scarlett  Jumper  was  eager  to  shower 
her  newest  family  member  with  gifts.  She  went  all  out 
with  pink,  polka  dots,  lace,  and  much  more  fun  and  girly 
stuff. 

Families  from  both  sides  were  on  hand  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  baby  girl.  The  gathering  was  not  your  typical 
baby  shower,  but  served  as  a  family  gathering. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Grandma  Scarlett  Jumper  and  dad  Elliot  Young  adore 
their  baby  girl  Essence. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Mom  Jessica  Young  received  lots  of  pretty  pink 
outfits  for  baby  Essence. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Mom  gives  big  brother  EanJay  some  love. 
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The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  i  have  protected  rights 
LIKE  YOURS,  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUPS,  DRUG 
OFFENSES,  SUSPENDED  LICENSE,  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE,  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 

Tha  hinnq  or  an  attorney  k  an  important  decision  lhat  should  not  bo  based  solely 
upon  advertisement  R^bard  Cask  o  worked  as  a  Public  Defender  in  Broward 
County  from  [990-lBSB  and  has  been  in  private  praclics  For  mna  years 
In  1995  ha  was  voted  Ihe  Tnaf  Attorney  ol  the  yeas  He  gradualed  Irottr 
Capital  UniMfifSily  m  1909  and  was  admitted  to  the  Florida  Bar  in  1990, 

Federat  Bar  in  199?,  and  the  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  1994 
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4-H  Honors  Richard  Bowers 

Tribal  President  Joins  States  4-H  Board  of  Directors 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  Fla.  —  Tribal  President 
Richard  Bowers  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  dinner  in  St.  Augustine  on  Sept.  23.  There,  he  was 
able  to  meet  and  socialize  with  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Florida  4-H  Foundation,  Inc.,  and  4-H  Youth 
Development  officials  from  the 
University  of  Florida  (UF). 

Michael  Kenney,  president  of 
the  4-H  Foundation,  hosted  the  private 
dinner  at  his  home.  He  wished  to  per¬ 
sonally  thank  Bowers  for  the  Tribe’s 
signature  sponsorship  of  The  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  -  Florida  4-H 
16th  Annual  Golf  Classic,  held  Sept. 

24  at  the  Slammer  &  Squire  Golf 
Course  at  World  Golf  Village.  The 
monies  raised  at  this  tournament  sup¬ 
port  Florida  4-H  leadership  events  and 
activities,  Kenney  said. 

Honorary  chairman  at  this 
year’s  golf  classic  was  Tom  Braddock, 
a  retired  University  of  Florida  Institute 
of  Food  and  Agricultural  Sciences 
extension  agent. 

“We  are  grateful  to  President 
Richard  Bowers  and  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  for  their  signa¬ 
ture  sponsorship  of  this  event,”  said 
Braddock. 

At  the  dinner,  Kenney  also 
announced  that  Bowers  agreed  to  serve 
on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Florida  4- 
H  Foundation,  Inc.  The  foundation 
builds  upon  county  and  Tribal  4-H 
programs  by  developing  and  managing 
financial  resources  that  support  educa¬ 
tional  and  public  awareness  activities 
for  Florida  4-H  youth. 

Foundation  Secretary  and 
Assistant  Dean  of  4-H  Youth 
Development  at  UF  Dr.  Marilyn 
Norman  was  present  at  the  dinner  to 
congratulate  Bowers  and  acknowledge 
the  Tribe’s  support  of  4-H. 

“I  want  the  Tribe  and  all  the 
sponsors  to  know  you  are  providing 
wonderful  support  for  4-H  and  the 
23,000  young  people  who  are  4-H 
members,”  he  said.  “What  you  are 
doing  here  and  the  people  you  touch  really  make  a 
huge  impact  on  the  lives  of  Florida  youth.” 

Bowers  talked  about  his  years  in  4-H  as  a 
youth  and  what  that  meant  to  him. 

“I  am  glad  to  he  here  with  all  of  you  and 
learning  about  what  you  do  to  support  4-H,”  he  said. 
“All  my  life  I  have  been  a  supporter  of  4-H.  I  want 
our  youth  to  continue  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  tradition  in 
agriculture  so  it  will  continue  for  generations  to 
come.” 

“You  can’t  beat  4-H  because  it  keeps  kids 


working  on  something  that  is  pure  and  wholesome,” 
he  added.  “It  gives  youth  more  opportunities  to 
advance  in  their  hves  and  teaches  them  important  les¬ 
sons.  I  will  always  have  a  place  in  my  heart  for  4-H 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  for  inviting  us  here  this 
evening.” 


Also  present  on  behalf  of  Seminole  4-H  were 
the  Tribe’s  4-H  Coordinator  Polly  Hayes  and  Seminole 
Tribe  Extension  Agent  Michael  Bond.  President 
Bowers  brought  with  him  his  wife,  Anna,  and  his 
granddaughter,  Jade  Micco,  who  joined  Brighton  4-H 
this  year  with  a  steer  project. 

He  said  he  wanted  his  granddaughter  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  grand  scale  of  4-H  just  as  he  did  when  he 
made  history  —  and  the  news  —  many  years  ago  as  a 
teen  performing  an  alligator  wrestling  show  at  state 
and  national  4-H  talent  show  competitions. 
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Many  Changes  Take  Place  at 
Ahfachkee  School 

By  Susan  Etxebarria  Read  Right  program  has  shown  results  that  indicate 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Ahfachkee  School  participants  achieve  one  grade  level  for  every  13.5 
keeps  growing  and  changing  as  parents,  Tribal  lead-  hours  of  instruction.” 

ers  and  staff  pursue  academic  excellence.  Some  of  The  newly-expanded  computer  lab  is  a  big 

the  innovative  changes  include  a  state  of  the  art  hit  with  the  students.  Principal  Terry  Porter  said  the 

computer  lab,  new  math,  reading  and  writing  pro-  computer  lab  increases  the  chances  for  the  students’ 
grams  and  classes  in  broadcast  journalism.,  On  a  success. 

tour  of  the  grounds  with  Principal  Terry  Porter,  the  “We  want  to  give  the  children  a  good  foun- 

physical  changes  are  very  apparent.  Six  portables  dation  to  go  on  to  college  or  work  for  the  Tribe  in  a 
have  been  added  to  the  campus  since  last  spring  and  responsible  position,”  he  said.  “Technology  is  the 
the  buildings  have  a  colorful  coat  of  new  paint  that  future  and  this  is  bringing  them  into  the  21st  centu- 
reflects  Tribal  colors.  A  better  security  system  is  in  ry.” 

As  children  enter  the  lab  they  quickly 
find  a  seat  at  one  of  the  20  computers  lined  up 
against  the  walls  and  log  on  to  the  screen  with 
their  own  unique  password.  Within  seconds  the 
children  are  not  speaking,  but  seem  enthusiastical¬ 
ly  focused  on  their  digital  learning. 

Here  they  have  individualized  programs 
that  assess  their  skill  levels  in  academic  subjects 
and  they  work  at  their  own  pace  to  improve  their 
skills  and  scores.  In  an  hour’s  time,  one  class  fin¬ 
ished  and  another  started  their  30  minutes  in  the 
lab,  learning  academic  subjects  related  to  reading 
and  math.,  One  of  the  teachers  who  brought  her 
class  to  the  lab,  Ms.  Lee,  said  the  new  Success 
Maker  Program  her  students  use  daily  comple¬ 
ments  her  teaching  in  the  classroom.  Lee  said  it 
brings  all  the  children  up  to  the  same  level,  or  bet¬ 
ter. 

For  pre-kindergartners,  the  Waterford 
Early  Learning  Program  exposes  children  to  com¬ 
puters,  though  they  don’t  actually  type  on  the  key- 
place  at  the  gates  that  provide  safer  controls  over  boards  yet.  They  can  sit  in  front  of  a  giant  screen 
who  is  coming  and  going.  called  Mimio  and  the  instructor  uses  the  mouse  to 

“I  want  parents  to  know  that  the  children  demonstrate  the  Internet  and  bring  up  educational 
are  physically  safe  when  they  come  to  school,”  said  computer  games.,  With  the  use  of  Mimio,  older  stu- 

Porter.,  Enrollment  has  increased  from  approxi-  dents  can  also  learn  how  to  use  more  sophisticated 

mately  120  students  last  year  to  180  this  fall.  There  computer  programs  such  as  Microsoft  Word  for  cre- 
are  now  two  pre -kindergarten  and  two  first  grade  ating  documents,  PowerPoint  for  presentations  and 

classes,  instead  of  one  of  each.  Twelve  new  the  use  of  Internet  search  engines,  including  Google 

employees  were  also  added  during  this  2007-2008  and  Yahoo.,  In  the  computer  lab,  older  youth  will 

school  year.  learn  how  to  make  films  and  edit  them  with  the 

In  addition  to  the  appointment  of  new  assistance  of  the  Seminole  Broadcasting 

Assistant  Principal  Junior  Bettelyoun,  Eileen 
Hager  —  the  teacher  who  has  taught  at 
Ahfachkee  longer  than  any  other  teacher  —  has 
been  promoted  to  new  teacher  coordinator,  an 
administrative  position. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  13  years  at 
Ahfachkee  that  Hager  is  not  teaching.  Her  role 
is  to  assist  the  teachers  who  need  coaching, 
especially  the  new  ones,  whether  it  be  about 
policy  and  procedural  matters  or  how  they  are 
expected  to  develop  lesson  plans. 

Hager  observes  teachers  in  the  class¬ 
room  and  ensures  they  are  teaching  according  to 
the  school’s  curriculum  guidelines  and  the 
Sunshine  State  Guidelines.  She  also  does  the 
scheduling  of  classes,  which  means  juggling 
180  students  to  receive  the  special  classes  avail¬ 
able  in  physical  education,  culture,  art,  music, 
computer  lab  and  media  (library).,  Hager  said 
she  wants  to  help  teachers  meet  their  profes¬ 
sional  needs  so  the  teachers  can  meet  the  edu¬ 
cational  needs  of  the  children.  She  said  she  relies  on  Department.  Their  work  will  be  seen  on  WSBC,  the 
Jeannette  Cypress  and  Danielle  Jumper-Frye  of  the  Seminole  channel.  The  digital  classroom  work  also 
Culture  Department  to  teach  non-native  teachers  entails  training  the  youth  interested  in  digital  pho- 
about  the  history,  culture  and  language  of  the  tography  to  produce  a  school  newsletter. 

Seminoles.  Hager  said  she  also  wants  to  promote  The  technical  coordinators  who  run  the 

team  building.,  “Teachers  come  to  me  with  great  computer  lab  are  Douglas  Zepeda,  Bello  Solano  and 
ideas,”  she  said.  “We  sit  down  and  talk.  I  think  the  their  assistant,  Caesar  Molina.,  Zepeda  graduated 
open  communication  at  Ahfachkee  is  really  moving  from  Florida  State  University  with  a  degree  in 
the  school  forward.  I  am  thrilled  to  have  the  oppor-  information  studies  in  2001  and  has  worked  as  a 
tunity  to  make  a  difference.  Between  my  years  of  technology  coordinator  for  the  Tribe  ever  since, 
experience  as  a  classroom  teacher  and  my  long  time  Solano  is  an  information  technologist  who  worked 
relationship  with  the  Tribe,  I  think  I  can  make  a  for  Best  Buy’s  “Geek  Squad,”  the  employee  group 
contribution.”  that  perform  repairs  and  solves  computer  problems 

New  educational  curriculum  has  also  been  for  customers, 
added  with  the  well-tested  Read  Right  program 
being  initiated.  Read  Right,  according  to  their  own 
literature,  enables  students  with  reading  problems 
“to  improve  their  reading  skills  and  eliminate  then- 
reading  problems  in  a  brief  amount  of  time  . . .  The 
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Susan  Etxebarria 

Assistant  Principle  Junior  Bettelyoun 


Bettelyoun  Appointed 
Ahfachkee  Assistant  Principal 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Junior  Bettelyoun,  an 
Oglala  Sioux  from  the  Eagles  Nest  District  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation,  is  the  new  Assistant  Principal  at 
Ahfachkee  School. 

“We  are  really  glad  he  is  here,”  said  Principal 
Terry  Porter.  “He  has  been  an  important  mentor  for 
me,  and  one  of  the  reasons  I  went  into  the  field  of 
school  administration.  Our  visions  for  native  education 
are  pretty  similar  and  I  feel  we  will  make  a  great  team. 
I  can’t  think  of  anyone  better  to  be  at  my  side.” 

Then,  he  made  a  good-natured  comment,  jok¬ 
ing  that  this  former  college  professor  was  once  his 
superior,  but  now  is  working  under  him.,  Bettelyoun 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  ironic  twist  in  their  relationship. 
Like  Plato  who  said  the  “teacher  becomes  the  pupil” 
Bettelyoun  modestly  said  he  has  no  problem  with  his 
new  position  in  life.  He  said  he  is  thrilled  to  take  on 
this  second-in-command  responsibility  to  bring  to 
Ahfachkee  his  expertise  in  Indian  education.,  The 
61year  old  full  time  professor  taught  would  be  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  College  of  Education  for  29  years  at  Black 
Hills  State  University  in  South  Dakota.  Landing  a  job 
as  a  college  professor  is  harder  than  winning  a  Senate 
seat;  competition  for  such  jobs  is  fierce. 

Bettelyoun  admitted  it  was  a  difficult  deci¬ 
sion  to  give  up  such  a  prestigious  job,  but  said  the 
challenges  before  him  now  have  a  lot  of  personal 
meaning. 

“If  anyone  told  me  six  months  ago  that  I  was 
going  to  be  here,  working  and  living  in  Florida,  I 
wouldn’t  have  believed  them,”  he  said. 

But  he  said  he  is  eager  to  do  new  work  with 
new  challenges.  Here,  he  can  apply  philosophies  and 
methodologies  he  has  been  teaching  to  would  be 
teachers  and  working  teachers  for  years.  He  has 
always  been  committed  to  fostering  academic  achieve¬ 
ments  of  Tribal  peoples,  Bettelyoun  admits. 

Bettelyoun  said  he  eagerly  looks  forward  to 
being  involved  in  the  ongoing  historical  transforma¬ 
tion  of  Native  American  education  today.  Porter  and 
Bettelyoun  see  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  emerg¬ 
ing  to  the  forefront  of  native  education. 

Bettelyoun’s  area  of  expertise  is  team  build¬ 
ing  among  staff,  students,  teachers  and  community.  He 
visited  Ahfachkee  twice  in  the  2006-2007  school  year 
to  consult  with  the  staff  and  do  in-service  training  in 
this  important  element  of  school  organization  and 
development. 

❖  Gopher 

Continued  from  page  1 

efforts  have  resulted  in  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Brighton  Charter  School,  which  officially  opened  on 
Oct.  4.,  She  credits  the  Tribal  Council  as  a  major  rea¬ 
son  for  her  department’s  success  as  the  educational 
statistics  continue  to  slowly  improve. 

“We’ve  always  got  what  we  need  from  the 
council  to  succeed,”  she  said.  “There’s  no  cost  or  dol¬ 
lar  you  can  put  on  a  child’s  future.” 

Activities  such  as  the  annual  Incentive 
Awards  and  future  projects  such  as  the  Immokalee  pri¬ 
vate  (or  charter)  school  (possibly  in  2009)  remain  on 
track. 

The  mother  of  two  also  holds  a  unique  dis¬ 
tinction  of  sorts  as  her  family  is  the  only  one  to  claim 
three  princesses.  Daughter  Rita  Gopher  McCabe  was 
selected  Miss  Florida  Seminole  in  1990  and  Carla 
Gopher  was  crowned  in  1994. 

Both  her  daughters  have  also  gone  on  to 
receive  formal  educations  from  Indian  River 
Community  College  and  Florida  State  University., 
Gopher  says  the  best  part  of  her  job  has  been  in  the  shap¬ 
ing  of  lives  as  well  as  the  progress  so  many  have  experienced. 


“I  have  worked  with  reservation  schools  in 
South  Dakota  to  help  develop  leadership  skills  in 
young  people  and  prepare  them  for  the  future  leader¬ 
ship  roles  within  the  Tribe,”  he  said.  “Lots  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  have  these  qualities  but  they  don’t  get  a  chance  to 
develop  their  leadership  abilities.  The  future  of  the 
Tribe  is  at  stake  what  we  do  here.  The  Tribe  needs  its 
own  lawyers,  doctors,  teachers  and  we  must  prepare 
them  enough  to  be  able  to  come  back  and  run  the 
school  themselves.” 

Bettelyoun  began  his  teaching  career  as  a 
classroom  teacher  for  three  years  followed  by  six 
years  as  the  principal  with  the  Todd  County  School 
District  on  the  Rosebud  Reservation  of  the  Oglala 
Sioux.  He  earned  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  education  at 
Chaldron  State  College  in  Nebraska  and  earned  his 
master’s  degree  in  secondary  school  administration  at 
Black  Hills  State  University  in  South  Dakota. 

In  a  discussion  about  the  federally  mandated 
No  Child  Left  Behind  Act,  that  has  been  controversial 
in  education  circles,  Bettelyoun  said  he  is  confident 
the  Ahfachkee  students  can  keep  up  and  even  do  bet¬ 
ter. 

“Meeting  the  score  requirements  of  the  No 
Child  Left  Behind  shouldn’t  be  the  academic  success 
that  defines  us,  but  we  should  go  beyond  it.  We  will 
conform  to  the  act  but  will  do  more  than  just  train  stu¬ 
dents  to  pass  tests,”  he  said.,  Principal  Porter  said  he 
agrees. 

“Our  academic  accountability  should  be 
based  on  each  child’s  growth  from  year  to  year,  not  a 
magic  number,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  comply  with  the 
state  and  federal  statutes  that  affect  us  but  we  should 
define  what  that  means  for  us,  for  our  students, 
because  we  want  Seminole  education  to  excel  by  our 
own  standards  to  teach  the  cultural,  linguistic  and  his¬ 
torical  knowledge  of  the  Tribe.” 

Bettelyoun  said  that  all  children  in  Indian 
Country  are  facing  these  same  issues  in  education. 

“Balance  is  the  operative  word,”  he  said.  “We 
are  educating  children  to  live  in  two  worlds  in  the  21st 
century;  the  blending  of  their  Indian  culture  in  the 
world  of  the  dominant  society.” 

Bettelyoun  said  the  Seminole  youth  will  have 
to  continue  to  champion  the  rights  of  all  Native 
Americans  for  sovereignty  and  must  learn  about  these 
jurisdictional  issues. 


“I  love  the  kids,”  Gopher  said.  “They  always 
give  unconditional  love  and  affection.  When  you’re 
having  a  bad  day  they  can  come  up  and  give  you  a 
hug  and  not  say  a  word.  Or  if  they  see  you  in  town, 
they  will  try  to  speak  a  few  words  in  their  native  lan¬ 
guage  because  they  know  its  very  important  to  you,  so 
its  important  to  them.” 

However,  the  wear  and  tear  of  all  her  travels 
has  taken  its  toll  and  it  is  time  for  something  different. 

“It’s  time  now  for  other  people  to  step  up  and 
take  over,”  Gopher  said. 

Gopher  explained  that  she  does  plan  to  stay 
busy  with  other  activities.  Her  plans  include  substitute 
teaching  at  the  Brighton  Charter  School  and  special 
project  work  with  the  Seminole  Broadcasting 
Department. 

The  Tribal  Council  gave  their  thoughts  on  the 
accomplishments  and  efforts  of  Gopher  as  well. 

“We  really  appreciate  the  things  she  has  done 
in  education  and  we  will  miss  her,”  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  said.,  “We  thank  Louise  for  all  her  years  of 
commitment  and  service;  she  has  put  brighter  stars  out 
there  for  us  to  see,”  President  Richard  Bowers  said. 

Gopher’s  last  day  as  Education  Department 
director  is  slated  for  Nov.  30. 


4-H  Categories 


Here  are  a  few  of  the  categories  of  projects  available  to  4-H' ers;  If  there  is  any  child  of  the  age 
5-7  (pee-wee)  8-18  (if  in  high  school)  that  are  interested  in  4-H  please  contact  Polly  Hayes, 
(863)  634-8899,  Michael  Bond,  (863)  634-4439  or  Crystal  Burkett,  (863)  228-4607 


General  Agriculture;  Pizza  Garden,  An 
Agriculture.Adventure.  Gifts  of  Gold., 
Communication  &  Expressive  Arts  &  Sciences; 

Media  Arts/Visual  Arts,  Photography,  Leisure  Arts, 
Arts  and  Crafts,  Woodworking,  Performing  Arts, 
Public  Speaking, 

Environmental  Education;  Environmental 
Education/Stewardship  (General),  Energy,  Earth 
Sciences,  Entomology,  Forestry,  Marine/Aquatic 
Education,  Sport  Fishing,  Outdoor  Education, 
Waste  Management,  Wildlife  Ecology,  Water 
Quality/Conservation, 

Animal  Sciences;  General  Animal  Sciences, 

Beef,  Dairy,  Goats,  Florse,  Poultry  &  Embryology, 
Sheep,  Swine,  Livestock  Judging,  Rabbits,  Dog 
Care  and  Training,  Pets  and  Small  Animals, 
Veterinary  Science, 

Citizenship  and  Leadership;  Leadership 
Development,  Citizenship,  Character  Education, 


Community  Development  and  Service  Learning, 
Cultural  Education  ,  Global  Education, 
Intergenerational  Program,  Volunteerism/ 
Community  Service, 

Individual  and  Family  Resources;  Child 
Development,  Clothing,  Consumer  Education  , 
Foods  and  Nutrition,  Flealth,  Flome  Environment, 
Fluman  Development,  Personal  Development, 
Safety, 

Plant  Sciences;  General  Plant  Science, 
Gardening,  Mowing  and  Lawn  Care,  Florticulture 
ID/Judging, 

Career  Development;  Workforce  Preparation 
Career  Development, 

Science  and  Technology;  General  Science  and 
Technology,  Aerospace,  Astronomy,  Automotive, 
Bicycle,  Computer,  Electric  or  Electronic  Projects, 
Small  Engines  and  Field  Equipment, 


Tutoring  on  ail  Reservations! 

T3ia  Edutatian  Depart  merit  wauld  like  t  c 
encourage  all  Tribal  partfttsind  &tudefl£$ 
to  t.i  Y  c  .1  d  vair  is  ge  of  our  tutoring  program. 

Wtf  ncwofftfrire  hours  a  wtk  of 
private  tutoring  for  all  students 
needing  help  in  ary  ae&dmic  subject. 


We  can  also  provide  assists  nee  for  of  I 
students  preparing  for  the  SAT  and  ACT. 

H*j*£  cffrrtKt  Julfesj  Cdntf,  Tutdf  f-x-dih  jut. 
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Lncti  nint;  ft'tv'ts  ihc  Kdlywmd  Education  Depnitmcnl 
will  have  >L  (Mm  a'sir  mllJlTiI-.  wjUi  .i  2.5  CrPA  m  InyluM  & 
ijmnI  flttcndstioc.  The  psirt>-  will  be  held  M  one  of  ihc 
hdluu  mg  plrnt: 

«  Piraa  Party  lit  Chuk-fc  E  Ghcene 

■  W'min  Jilin  City 

*  IllKJIllLT^ 

*  I  MAX  Th  ruler 

*  Mitsrum  of  Discover  mid  Science 

*  ler  SkaLi 

*  DftVc  *Jfc  Bom 

These  SUidenla  w  iH  ahu  He  tfnlcred  uim  a  Grand  Prize 

I  drawing*  ftiT  a  SpeciiiJ  Prizi  li>  he  announced  si  the 

party  lone  drawing  r'ni  a  l> irl  arid  one  for  a  hayJIM!!!!!! 


Make  sun  lo  fe«  your  kepnn  Cards  In  I  lie  Educalion 
□efKirtmrni  as  soun  possible. 
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Elgin  Juniper  describes  one  of  his  original  pieces  of  art. 


Symposium  Shows  Seminole  Talents  at  BCC 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

PEMBROKE  PINES,  Fla.  —  It  was  yet 
another  first  for  the  Tribe  on  Sept.  18.  Whatever  their 
talents,  some  of  the  best  and  brightest  were  featured  at 
the  first  annual  Seminole  Arts  and  Culture  Symposium 
on  Broward  Community  College’s  South  Campus. 

A  host  of  Tribal  citizens  participated  includ¬ 
ing:  Gordon  O.  Wareham,  Paul 
“Cowbone”  Buster,  Jessica 
Osceola,  Pedro  Zepeda, 

Regina  Jumper,  Sam  Tommie, 

William  Cypress  and  Elgin 
Jumper.  Each  artist  featured  a 
different  aspect  of  Seminole 
culture  for  the  audience.  There 
were  artwork  displays,  story¬ 
telling,  sculpting,  patchwork, 
painting,  drawings  and  musical  performances  to  enjoy. 

Elgin  Jumper,  a  Tribal  citizen  and  student  at 
BCC,  said  “It  feels  good  to  do  this  kind  of  thing.” 
Jumper  said  he  was  excited  about  the  event  because  of 
the  exposure  it  offers. 

“We  want  to  bring  the  arts,  crafts,  culture  and 
history  to  the  students  at  BCC  and  continue  to  show 


our  culture  and  hopefully  we  can  learn  something 
too,”  Jumper  said. 

BCC  Visual  Arts  and  Gallery  Coordinator  and 
project  director  Dr.  Kyra  Belan  was  emcee  and  said 
the  event  served  many  purposes. 

“I  realized  that  these  students  are  100  percent 
ignorant  to  the  culture  of  the  Tribe,”  Belan  said.  “I 

feel  it’s  a  very  interesting  cul- 
It’s  the  native  culture  of 
our  state  and  not  knowing  any¬ 
thing  about  a  culture  that  was 
here  before  us  is  not  right.” 

Student  Dawn 
Psicharis  attended  the  event 
—  Elgin  Jumper  and  said  it  gave  her  a  new  per¬ 
spective. 

“It  was  interesting 

seeing  the  art  and  the  different  forms  and  the  reason¬ 
ing  behind  it  all,”  Psicharis  said. 

“There  is  a  need  to  study  this  culture  simply 
because  they  are  different,”  Belan  said  of  the  BCC 
students.  “They  will  know  much  more  about  this  cul¬ 
ture  and  it  will  open  up  a  whole  new  area  for  them  to 
be  interested  in.” 


“We  want  to  bring  the  arts, 
crafts,  culture  and  history  to 
the  students  at  BCC...” 


Chris  Jenkins 


Musician  William  Cypress  prepares  for  his  presen¬ 
tation. 


Artist  and  painter  Sam  Tommie  shows  the  audi¬ 
ence  his  original  drawings  and  sketch  work. 


Patchwork  artist  Regina  Jumper 


Artist  and  sculptor  Pedro  Zepeda  displays  his 
sculptures. 


Shelley  Marmor 

In  honor  of  the  new  mascot,  several  students  had  signs  spelling  out  W-A-R-R-I-O-R-S. 


*  Mascot 

Continued  from  page  1 


Physical  Education  Awards 

Jonah  Alvarado,  Roderick  Bert, 
Christopher  Alexander,  Chelsey 
Alvarado,  Jacob  Cotton,  Channcy  Curry, 
Michaela  Cypress,  Dalton  Koenes, 

Chloe  Porter,  Quenton  Cypress,  Marco 
Flores,  Susie  Jim,  Destiny  Robbins, 
Justin  Roff,  Chad  Motlow,  Jose  Cisneros 
Jr.,  Cody  Motlow,  Lariah  Balentine, 
Natasha  Billie,  Jessica  Lopez,  Joseph 
Poter 

Outstanding  Student  Awards 

Camden  Rhymes,  Ramona  Jimmie, 
Brianna  Bowers,  Charli  Frye,  Clyssa 
Bumett-Osceola,  Carlos  Romero,  Trinity 
Williams,  Dasani  Cypress,  Arnold  Billie, 
Sabre  Billie,  Sarah  Osceola,  Ricky  Joe 
Alumbaugh,  Kaylee  Jumper,  Allen 
Hernandez,  Kegan  Cypress 

Class  Spirit  Awards 

Spirit  Spear:  Pre-K,  Ms.  Flores’s  class 
Mr.  Spirit:  Arnold  Billie 
Ms.  Spirit:  Alyssa  Osceola 


Ms.  Flores’s  pre-kindergarten  class  received  the  prestigious  Class 
Spirit  Spear. 


Shelley  Marmor  Shelley  Marmor 

The  chairman  presents  Ahfachkee’s  Mr.  Spirit  Arnold  Coach  Randall  Cleckler  led  the  Ahfachkee 
Billie  with  his  sash.  School  as  they  chanted  “Seminole  Warriors!” 
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The  Education  Department  invites  alt 
q  \2\h  graders*  OF'D.  posi  ^raduciie  stu- 
cEcnis  to  mud  with  fcpruitnuiitvcs  of  different 
university,  collie  and  suchmcal  schools 
Come  and  learn  about  your  options  a nd  how 
jlo  prepare  for  college]!! 

Please  R.SVP  before  \ov.15and 
I  contact  your  Reservation  Advisors  or  Higher 
I  Education  (g  IO540or 

■  10551  SEE  YOU  THERE!1!!!!! 


Domestic  Cars  954-522-4165 

Foreign  Cars  Fax  954-527-0211 

Ramsey  Paint  &  Body  Inc. 

CLN269 

Same  Location  Since  1964 
CH1EF-E2-LINER 

The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

209  S.W.  15th  Street  •  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  35215 


S/gns  Now  Has  Moved 

Please  visit  our  moved!  i 

New  Expanded  Location  j[  j 

ph:  954-967-6730  „  , 

fx:  954-967-6740  tm* SJ"{,.ns R°ad , 

[m  fiw  Stirling  flaig) 

^mall;  »l«#5lgn£nai^n5f^nd.com 
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For  Alt  Your  Sign  & 
Graphic  Needs 


Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 

Chiropractic  Physician 
Successfully  Treating... 

•  Neck  Pain 

•  Lower  Back  Pain 

•  Headaches  « 

•  Leg  &  Arm  Pain  % 

•  Joint  Plain 

•  Muscle  Rain 

*  Auto  Accident  Pain 

We  accept  your  insurance  plan.  PFO's, 
PGS.,  Medicare,  Aulo  Insurance. 


SPINAL 


a  CONSULTATION 
TO  ALL  TRIBAL  CITIZENS 


Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10850  Fines  BEvd.  *  Pembroke  Pines 
(954)  432-5006 

■  l.uuftd  nest  la  bally  Gym  in  Lite  fethuiiia  llrocic  plain.) 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big 
Cypress  Education  Department  held  an 
Open  House  at  the  Learning  Resource 
Center  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  20.  The 
lobby  of  the  Family  Investment  Center  had 
been  very  attractively  decorated  and  was 
converted  into  a  dining  area  for  the  deli¬ 
cious  buffet  supper. 

Hosting  the  event  were  Education 
Advisor  Patrick  McElroy  and  his  staff, 
Angie  Hurt,  Sheila  Bevenue  and  Demita 
Ivey.  Education  Director  Louise  Gopher 
joined  them  in  wishing  the  students  a  very 
successful  2007-2008  school  year. 

There  was  an  exceptional  turnout 
for  the  event  with  parents  and  children  tak- 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  Hotels  +  Airlines 

305-44S-6S66  or (866)445-6566 

Visit  us  at:  w  w  w.  prefer  red  ultimatetraveh  com 


mate 


&  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call: 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Kid  Rock 
Brooks  &  Dunn 
Maroon  5 
Patti  Label  le 
Evanescence 
Fall  Out  Boy 
RBD 

Rascal  Flatts 
Marc  Anthony/J-Lo 
Widespread  Panic 
WWE  Wrestling 
Kelly  Clarkson 
Jethro  Tull 
Hannah  Montana 
Miami  Dolphins 
Miami  Heat 


Education  Dept.  Hosts  Open  House 


ing  me  opportunity  to  oecome  laminar  witn  judyWeei 

the  services  offered  through  the  Department  (L-R)  Tia  Osborne,  Hope  and  Terri  Baker  select  their 
of  Education.  Both  student  tutoring  and  Education  Department  T-shirts, 
adult  education  programs  were  presented.  A  - 


table  in  the  Learning  Resource  Center  was 
laden  with  school  supplies,  T-shirts,  caps  and  valu¬ 
able  information  regarding  the  programs  available 
for  all  ages. 

The  Library  was  open  for  inspection  and 


tutoring  hours.  Telephone  numbers  for  all  education 
departments  were  listed  and  participants  were 
encouraged  to  make  contact  whenever  necessary. 
Brighton  Program  Manager  Tony 


ready  to  enroll  the  youth  in  the  many  advantageous  Bullington  provided  the  invocation  prior  to  the 
after  school  programs  that  can  enhance  their  educa-  serving  of  the  buffet.  Throughout  the  meal,  raffle 
tion.  tickets  were  drawn,  giving  the  youngsters  an  oppor- 

The  Big  Cypress  Education  Back  to  School  tunity  to  win  a  photo  printer,  globe  of  the  world, 
Newsletter  was  distributed  with  the  year’s  calendar  skateboard,  laptop,  camera,  candy  bouquet,  wireless 
of  events,  school  sessions,  grading  periods  and  notebook  and  a  full-body  sports  protection  kit. 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Glen  “The  Mad  Scientist”  Beitman’s  antics  captivate  his  audience. 


Super  Science,  Amazing  Art  Presentation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Sept.  20  was  an  early 
release  school  day  and  the  Immokalee  community  and 
the  Education  Department 
arranged  for  a  very  special 
afterschool  presentation. 

The  “Mad  Scientist,” 

Glen  Beitmen,  of  Super 
Science  and  Amazing  Art  set 
up  his  laboratory  in  the 
Library  kitchen  and  students 
of  all  ages  rushed  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  his  experiments. 

Hurrying  to  get  a  front  row 
seat,  they  laughed  and  shouted 
with  delight  at  Beitmen’s 
hilarious  antics  as  he  simulta¬ 
neously  taught  them  about 
solids,  liquids  and  gases. 

Beitmen  used  famil¬ 
iar  objects  to  teach  about  mol¬ 
ecules,  elements,  bonding 
agents,  compounds,  actions 
and  reactions.  With  the  help 
of  his  student  assistants,  a 
polymer,  known  as  “Slim,” 
was  created  using  PVA  (poly 
vinyl  alcohol)  and  Borax 
laundry  soap. 

Allowing  the  children  to  teach  him  about  the 
mixing  of  primary  colors,  they  completed  their  project 
with  ample  amounts  for  everyone  in  the  room.  While 


preparing  their  concoction,  they  added  clay,  putty  and 
balloon  rubber  to  their  list  of  polymers. 

Much  to  his  audience’s  amazement,  Beitmen 
stabbed  a  balloon  with  a  sharp 
stick  without  breaking  it  or 
releasing  any  of  the  air  within. 
Carefully  demonstrating  the 
basic  principles  involved,  the 
students  teamed  how  to  dupli¬ 
cate  this  feat. 

Following  one  neat 
trick  after  another,  they  added 
the  word  hypothesis  to  their 
vocabulary  and  made  numer¬ 
ous  guesses  regarding  the 
actions  and  reactions  that  took 
place  right  before  their  eyes. 
Dry  ice  was  used  in  a  variety 
of  ways  to  convert  solids  to 
gases,  while  Beitmen 
explained  sublimation  and 
carbon  dioxide.  The  room 
rocked  with  hysteria  when 
adding  dish  soap  turned  a 
beaker  into  a  foaming  vol¬ 
cano. 

Beitmen  is  a  skilled 
teacher  and  entertainer,  who 
quickly  captivated  his  audi¬ 
ence.  During  a  quiz  at  the  end  of  the  session,  even  the 
youngest  children  knew  the  correct  answers.  There 
was  a  unanimous  vote  for  him  to  return  very  soon. 


Judy  Weeks 

Alicia  Mora  examines  the  slime  that  was 
created  in  the  science  laboratory. 


Visit  our  booth  at  the 
DNA  Pow-Wow  in  Tampa 
November  16-18  2007. 


Attitude  is  Everything,  Says  Mingo  Jones 


Why  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Celebrates  Red  Ribbon  Week 


Submitted  by  Julie  Bennett  Barrow,  Family 
Services  Department 

Red  Ribbon  Week  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
drug  prevention  campaign  in  the  country.  Red  Ribbon 
Week  serves  as  a  vehicle  for  the  community  and  each 
individual  to  protect  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  our  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  purpose  is  to  seek  a  commitment  to  drug 
prevention  and  education  within  each  community  and 
to  inspire  each  member  to  make  a  personal  choice  to 
live  a  drug  free  life.  The  ultimate  goal  of  the  campaign 
is  the  creation  and  preservation  of  a  drug  free  commu¬ 
nity. 

Red  Ribbon  Week  commemorates  the  ulti¬ 
mate  sacrifice  made  by  DEA  Special  Agent  Enrique 
“Kiki”  Camarena.  He  was  killed  by  drug  traffickers  in 
Mexico  while  fighting  the  battle  against  the  illegal 
drugs  that  were  being  brought  into  the  U.S. 

On  Feb.  7,  1985,  the  37-year-old  father  of 
three  left  his  office  to  meet  his  wife  for  lunch  when 
five  men  appeared  at  the  agent’s  side  and  shoved  him 
into  a  car.  One  month  later,  Camarena’s  body  was 


found  in  a  shallow  grave.  He  had  been  beaten  and  tor¬ 
tured  to  death  due  to  his  efforts  to  end  illicit  drug  traf¬ 
ficking. 

Today,  the  red  ribbon  is  working  to  commem¬ 
orate  his  sacrifice  and  as  a  pledge  to  live  a  drug  free 
life. 

Please  join  in  your  communities’  Red  Ribbon 
Week  celebrations.  Your  participation  sends  the  strong, 
unified  message  that  your  community  takes  a  visible 
stand  of  intolerance  toward  the  destructive  effects  of 
drugs  and  alcohol. 

There  will  be  various  Red  Ribbon  Week  cele¬ 
brations  held  across  the  different  reservations  so  check 
with  your  local  community  to  find  out  how  you  can 
participate.  Brighton,  Hollywood  and  Immokalee  will 
be  hosting  events  Oct.  22-Oct.  26,  while  BC  will  be 
hosting  their  Red  Ribbon  Week  Oct.  29-Nov.  2.  Tampa 
will  be  holding  a  Red  Ribbon  Luncheon  on  Oct.  16. 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  how  you  can 
participate  in  Red  Ribbon  Week,  call  the  Family 
Services  Department  at  (954)  965-1314. 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

Seminole  Tribal  citizen  Mingo  Jones  lives 
on  the  Hollywood  Reservation  and  has  several 
words  of  wisdom  to  share  with  others.  Jones  has 
managed  to  make  positive  changes  in  his  health,  and 
attributes  most  of  it  to  martial  arts  and  great  medical 
care. 

In  addition  to  having  diabetes,  he  was  also 
diagnosed  with  Coronary  Artery  Disease.  It  was  so 
bad  that  his  heart  function  was  at  a  level  almost 
incompatible  with  life,  functioning  at  about  15  to  20 
percent.  His  heart  function  has  improved  to  almost 
normal,  which  is  remarkable  progress. 

Jones  is  proof  that  with  the  proper  lifestyle 
changes  and  a  motivated  attitude, 
you  can  greatly  improve  your  health, 

Another  interesting  fact 


he  has  situs  inversus,  a  rare,  congen¬ 
ital  condition  causing  major  visceral 
organs  to  be  reversed  or  mirrored 
from  their  normal  positions.  His 
heart  is  on  the  right  side  of  his  body 
and  his  appendix  is  on  the  left  — 
both  the  opposite  of  what  is  usually 
found.  Jones  like  to  call  this  being 
“flip  flopped.”  Despite  this  condi¬ 
tion,  everything  functions  normally. 

An  essential  part  to  achiev¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  good  health  is 
to  have  a  healthy  diet.  He  changed 
his  eating  habits  by  avoiding  fried 
foods  and  fast  food.  Jones  also 
added  more  fish  to  his  diet  and  eats 
a  good  amount  of  fruits  and  vegeta¬ 
bles. 

He  said  he  also  utilizes 


the  dietary  changes  and  exercise, 

Jones’  blood  pressure  and  his  choles¬ 
terol  levels  have  decreased.  Jones  is  _ 

proud  to  say  that  he  was  able  to 
eliminate  the  need  for  half  of  the  medications  he 
was  taking  for  cholesterol  and  his  heart,  and  he  is 
down  from  three  pills  for  his  diabetes  to  just  one. 

He  has  managed  to  stop  using  drugs,  which 
was  very  difficult.  But  he  realized  to  be  successful 
at  sobriety,  he  had  to  change  his  attitude  and  focus 
on  something  more  positive  like  his  martial  arts. 

Jones  practices  Tae  Kwon  Do  and  Hapkido,  and 
says  that  it  has  taught  him  many  valuable  lessons. 

Jones  said  martial  arts  “helps  you  to  build 
your  mind  and  develop  an  indomitable  spirit  with 
the  perseverance  to  do  whatever  you  want.” 


Jones  said  he  learned  that  you  cannot  let 
your  body  “rule”  you  —  your  mind  is  what  keeps 
you  going.  He  has  earned  a  first  degree  black  belt  in 
Tae  Kwon  Do  and  just  earned  his  second  degree 
blue  belt  in  Hapkido.  He  will  be  testing  for  his 
brown  belt  in  October,  and  said  he  hopes  to  achieve 
his  goal  of  earning  a  black  belt  in  the  coming  year. 

Exercise  is  another  vital  way  to  get  healthy 
—  it  helps  the  heart  stay  strong,  lowers  blood  sugar 
and  cholesterol  and  helps  improve  mood  and  self 
esteem. 

Jones  said  he  has  a  great  wife,  Linda,  four 
children  and  six  grandchildren.  He  wants  to  be 
around  for  a  long  time  to  enjoy  his  family.  He  would 


like  to  express  his  love  and  appreciation  to  Linda  for 
all  of  her  help  and  support.  He  said  she  went  out  of 
her  way  to  make  sure  she  modified  the  way  she 
cooks  so  that  they  could  eat  healthier.  This  is  very 
important,  since  making  healthy  changes  is  good  for 
the  whole  family,  and  it  is  easier  to  do  when  every¬ 
one  supports  your  efforts. 

As  far  as  what  advice  he  would  give  to  oth¬ 
ers,  Jones  said:  “Keep  a  positive  attitude  and  believe 
in  your  higher  power  . . .  learn  to  love  yourself  . . . 
always  pray  daily.” 


Emma  Brown 

The  senior  trike  riders  wait  for  the  parade  to  start  at  last  year’s  Brighton  Red  Ribbon  Parade. 
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Fire  Prevention  Teaches  Safety  Classes  to  Students 


By  Captain  Brian  Brown,  Public  Information 
Officer,  Department  of  Emergency  Services 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  Sept.  4  the  Seminole 
Tribe  Fire  Prevention  Division  conducted  the  first 
Risk  Watch  classes  for  Ahfachkee  School  students  in 
pre-kindergarten  through  eighth  grade.  Chief  David 
Logan  and  Lieutenant  Robert  Brown  were  on  hand  to 
instruct  the  classes. 

The  topics  covered  in  this  course  included: 
Fastening  the  seat  belt  every  time  you  get  in  a  vehicle 
that  is  equipped  with  seatbelts,  children  under  12  must 
ride  in  the  back  seat  and  must  be  wearing  a  seat  belt, 
and  child  safety  seats  are  very  effective  when  used 
correctly  and  should  be  used  for  all  children  under  4 
feet  9  inches  tall  and  under  8  years  of  age.  The 
Seminole  Tribe  Fire  Rescue  Department  encourages 
parents  to  use  their  seat  belts  at  all  times  as  a  good 
example  to  their  children. 

Chief  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Brown  also 


spent  time  reinforcing  the  school  bus  safety  rules. 
Some  of  those  rules  were:  While  waiting  for  the  bus, 
stand  five  giant  steps  back  from  the  road;  line  up  in  a 
single  file  when  boarding  the  bus  and  don’t  push  or 
shove;  quickly  find  a  seat  and  sit  down  and  fasten 
your  seat  belt. 

These  hsted  rules  and  regulations,  along  with 
others  help  keep  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  children  safe 
while  riding  on  the  bus.  Chief  Logan  and  Lieutenant 
Brown  used  several  exercises  and  handouts  to  help 
relay  the  messages  they  were  teaching.  The  children 
seemed  to  respond  very  well  to  all  the  exercises  and 
information  that  was  given  to  them  during  their  safety 
awareness  program. 

Chief  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Brown  said  they 
were  very  pleased  with  the  students’  attentiveness  and 
the  cooperation  they  received  from  the  teachers  and 
staff  in  making  the  Risk  Watch  programs  a  success. 


WEEKLY  RECOVERY  MEETINGS  SCHEDULE 


MONDAYS  Big  Cypress 

1 2 :00  Noon  E  very  Week  Sober  1 1  ouse 


SMHbSEA-OOO 
SFEHISTtR  ZOO 
MSMJF, 
NQwmray 


Halloween  Safety  Tips 


By  Tom  Faherty,  Seminole  Police  Department 

Ghosts,  ghouls  and  monsters  aren’t  the 
only  things  to  be  afraid  of  on  Halloween.  Accidents 
and  mishaps  increase  dramatically  when  children 
trick-or-treat.  To  avoid  these  many  dangers,  use 
common  sense.  Be  aware  of  potential  Halloween 
hazards  and  take  precautions  to  eliminate  them. 
Consider  heading  for  an  indoor  Halloween  party  or 
Tribally- sponsored  event  to  bypass  any  chaos  or 
danger. 

Halloween  Costume  Safety  Tips 

Wear  flame  retardant  costumes. 

Make  sure  your  Halloween  costume  is  col- 
orfast  so  the  color  doesn’t  run  onto  your  other 
clothes  if  it  rains. 

Try  on  costumes  before  Halloween  to 
allow  time  for  altering. 

Hem  your  costumes  so  you  don’t  trip  and 

fall. 

Apply  reflective  tape  to  your  Halloween 
costumes. 

Avoid  cumbersome  masks.  Use  make-up 

instead. 

Make-up  should  be  hypoallergenic  and 
non-toxic. 

Wear  comfortable,  practical  shoes. 

Double  tie  your  shoelaces  so  you  don’t 

trip. 

Keep  your  costume  and  wig  away  from 

candles. 

Don’t  carry  fake  swords,  guns,  knives  or 
similar  accessories  that  look  authentic.  Make  sure 
they  are  flexible  and  cannot  harm  anyone. 

Trick-or-Treating  Tips 

Carry  a  flashlight  with  fresh  batteries  after 

dark. 

Take  along  a  cell  phone. 

Wear  identification  that  is  easy  to  read. 
Always  trick  or  treat  in  groups,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  adult. 


Follow  a  curfew  and  take  a  watch  with  a 
backlight. 

Plan  your  route  ahead  of  time. 

Stay  on  the  sidewalks  and  out  of  the 
streets.  Cross  only  at  intersections  and  designated 
crosswalks. 

Walk.  No  running. 

Don’t  trample  through  flower  beds  and 

gardens. 

Watch  out  for  open  flames  in  jack-o- 

lantems. 

Trick  or  treat  in  familiar  neighborhoods. 
Walk  with  your  head  up  and  be  aware  of 
your  surroundings. 

Only  visit  well  lit  houses.  Don’t  stop  at 
dark  houses. 

Don’t  enter  any  houses  unless  you  know 
the  people. 

Carry  a  spare  Halloween  bag  in  case  yours 
breaks  or  you  fill  your  original  one. 

Don’t  approach  unfamiliar  pets  and  ani¬ 
mals. 

Don’t  cut  across  yards  and  stay  out  of 
backyards. 

Follow  traffic  signals  and  don’t  jaywalk. 
Always  watch  for  cars  hacking  up  and 

turning. 

Review  the  “Stop,  Drop  and  Roll”  proce¬ 
dure  in  case  your  costume  catches  on  fire. 

Never  accept  rides  from  strangers. 

Respect  other  people  and  their  property. 

Be  polite  and  say  “Thank  you.” 

Don’t  eat  any  candy  until  it’s  inspected  for 
tampering  under  bright  lights. 

Avoid  candy  that  has  loose  wrappings,  is 
unwrapped,  has  puncture  holes,  or  is  homemade. 

Small  children  should  not  be  allowed  hard 
candy  because  they  may  choke  on  it. 

Report  any  suspicious  or  criminal  activity 
to  an  adult  or  the  Seminole  Police  Department. 

Consider  having  a  party  instead  of  trick-or- 

treating. 
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Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  a  26-year-old  young  lady.  I  have  had 
a  problem  with  chugs  for  more  than  eight  years. 

I  am  new  to  the  recovery  program.  I  was 
told  the  key  to  recovery  is  to  change.  I  am  used  to 
my  old  ways  and  am  afraid  of  this  new  way  of  liv¬ 
ing.  Drugs  and  addiction  have  caused  fear,  guilt, 
anger,  illness  and  financial  problems;  but  like  an  old 
friend  they  are  always  there.  With  drugs  there’s  no 
struggle  but  I  am  ready  to  work  on  my  addiction. 
Please  help. 

Signed, 

Struggling 

Dear  Struggling: 

If  there’s  no  struggle,  the  odds  aren’t  too 
good  that  anything  of  significance  is  going  to 
occur.  Conflict  is  a  guidance  system;  it’s  a  friend. 

Did  you  ever  notice  how  good  you  feel 
when  you  get  clarity  after  a  conflict?  If  your  expe¬ 
rience  is  like  mine,  your  most  difficult  moments 


have  come  from  resist¬ 
ing  change.  We  hold  on 
to  what’s  familiar,  even 
when  it’s  hurting  us. 

We  may  resist  doing  the  work  to  heal  our  addic¬ 
tions  even  when  they’re  destroying  our  physical 
and  emotional  well  being. 

True  healing  calls  for  you  to  for  ask  the 
Creator’s  help.  You  must  learn  to  cry  your  tears  of 
sorrow,  to  confront  your  shame  and  to  return  to 
the  values  of  your  ancestors.  The  spiritual  war¬ 
rior’s  path  is  one  of  complete  nonresistance. 

Surrender  to  your  Higher  Power,  your 
every  burden,  fear,  guilt,  anger,  illness,  financial 
woes  and  addiction.  Banish  the  word  “can ’t”  from 
your  vocabulary  and  practice  living  each  day  by 
the  most  powerful  words  ever  written:  Thy  will  be 
done. 

Signed, 

The  Counselor 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens '  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  I  live  with  my  40-year-old  son  and  he 
smokes  like  the  proverbial  chimney  around  the 
house.  I’m  afraid  of  what  it’s  doing  to  his  health. 
What  can  I  do  to  get  him  to  quit? 

A:  Tell  him  he  may  he  killing  you  with  his 
secondhand  smoke. 

Secondhand  smoke 

—  also  called  environmen-  '  M 

tal  tobacco  smoke  (ETS) —  r.i  .T.  ■ 
is  made  up  of  the  “side- 
stream”  smoke  lfom  the 
end  of  a  cigarette,  pipe,  or 
cigar,  and  the  “mainstream” 
smoke  that  is  exhaled. 

Nonsmokers  exposed  to 
secondhand  smoke  absorb 
the  same  4,000  chemical 
compounds  that  smokers 
do.  More  than  60  of  these 
compounds  are  known  or 
suspected  to  cause  cancer. 

Each  year,  in  the 
U.S.  alone,  secondhand 
smoke  is  responsible  for 

about  40,000  deaths  from  heart  disease,  and  about 
3,000  lung-cancer  deaths.  Also,  secondhand  smoke 
causes  increased  cardiovascular  risks  by  damaging 
blood  vessels,  decreasing  your  abihty  to  exercise 
and  altering  blood  cholesterol  levels. 

Some  research  indicates  that  people 
exposed  to  a  spouse’s  cigarette  smoke  for  several 
decades  are  about  20  percent  more  likely  to  have 
lung  cancer.  Those  who  are  exposed  long-term  to 
secondhand  smoke  in  the  workplace  or  social  set¬ 
tings  may  increase  their  risk  of  lung  cancer  by 
about  25  percent. 

Some  of  the  components  found  in  tobacco 
smoke  that  are  known  to  cause  cancer  or  are  sus¬ 
pected  to  be  carcinogenic  include:  formaldehyde, 


arsenic,  cadmi¬ 
um,  benzene  and  _ 

ethylene  oxide. 

Here  are  a  few  other  chemicals  in 
tobacco  smoke  along  with  their  effects:  ammonia 
(irritates  lungs),  carbon  monoxide  (hampers  breath¬ 
ing),  methanol  (toxic  when  inhaled)  and  hydrogen 
cyanide  (interferes  with  respiration). 

On  the  national  level,  several  laws  restrict¬ 
ing  smoking  in  public  places  have  been  passed. 
Smoking  is  also  banned  on  all  domestic  airline 
flights  and  nearly  all  flights  between  the  U.S.  and 
foreign  destinations.  All 
interstate  bus  travel  is 

|  | - 1 1  — ;  I  -  g  smoke  free.  Smoking  is 

also  prohibited  or  restricted 
to  specially  designated 
areas  on  trains  traveling 
within  the  U.S. 

Many  states  and 
local  governments  have 
passed  laws  prohibiting 
smoking  in  public  facilities 
such  as  schools,  hospitals, 
airports,  and  bus  terminals. 
Some  states  also  require 
private  employers  to  create 
policies  that  protect 
employees  who  do  not 
smoke.  Several  local  com¬ 
munities  have  enacted  non- 
smokers’  rights  laws,  most  of  which  are  stricter 
than  state  laws. 

Although  air  conditioning  may  remove  the 
visible  smoke  in  your  home,  it  can’t  remove  the 
particles  that  continue  to  circulate  and  are  haz¬ 
ardous  to  your  health,  so  don’t  delude  yourself  that 
running  the  AC  is  the  answer  to  secondhand  smoke 
dangers. 

To  solve  your  problem,  you  should  try  to 
get  your  son  to  seek  help  in  fighting  his  addiction  to 
nicotine.  There  are  many  programs  available.  Call 
your  doctor  for  some  recommendations. 

Meanwhile,  for  your  own  health,  you  should  insist 
that  he  not  smoke  in  your  house. 
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Cancer  Awareness:  Risk 
Factors  and  Screening  Tests 

Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department  Colorectal  Cancer:  beginning  at  age  50,  it 

According  to  a  report  from  the  American  is  important  to  get  tested.  There  are  different  tests 
Cancer  Society  in  2007,  there  were  an  estimated  that  can  be  done,  such  as  a  fecal  occult  blood  test 
1,444,920  new  cases  of  cancer  diagnosed.  There  are  (FOBT)  every  year  and  flexible  sigmoidoscopy,  or  a 
many  different  types  of  cancers  that  make  up  that  colonoscopy.  A  doctor  can  determine  how  often 
number.  However,  there  are  also  things  that  can  he  these  tests  should  be  done,  depending  on  the  per- 

done  to  decrease  a  person’s  chances  of  getting  can-  son’s  family  history. 

cer.  Prostate  Cancer:  for  men,  beginning  at 

Reducing  risk  factors  —  things  that  can  age  45,  there  is  the  prostate-specific  antigen  (PSA) 

increase  a  person’s  chances  of  getting  a  disease  —  test  and  digital  rectal  exam  (DRE).  Risk  factors 

and  learning  what  tests  can  screen  for  cancer,  are  include:  age  —  90  percent  of  men  diagnosed  are 

the  best  ways  to  prevent  cancer.  Early  detection  is  over  the  age  of  50,  a  personal  history  of  colorectal 

the  key  in  successfully  treating  most  cancers.  That  cancer  or  polyps,  inflammatory  bowel  disease, 
is  why  it  is  very  important  to  be  aware  of  what  tests  including  ulcerative  colitis  and  Crohn’s  disease, 
each  person  should  have  and  when.  family  history,  a  diet  high  in  animal  fat,  red  meat 

The  following  is  a  list  of  risk  factors  and  and  processed  meats,  physical  inactivity,  obesity, 
screening  tests  everyone  should  have  performed  for  smoking,  alcohol  intake  and  diabetes,  which 
the  detection  of  some  common  types  of  cancers:  increases  the  risk  by  30  percent. 

Breast  Cancer:  yearly  mammograms  and  Lung  Cancer:  can  be  largely  preventable 

clinical  breast  exams  starting  at  age  40  —  younger  by  not  smoking  or  quitting  now  and  avoiding  sec- 

if  there  is  a  family  history,  as  this  is  another  risk  ond  hand  smoke.  Smoking  includes  pipes,  chewing 

factor;  clinical  breast  exams  at  least  every  three  tobacco  and  smoke-able  non-tobacco  drugs, 
years  for  women  in  their  20s  and  30s;  every  woman  Skin  Cancer:  wearing  sunscreen  and 

needs  to  do  monthly  self-exams.  avoiding  excessive  sun  exposure  can  decrease  the 

Risk  factors  include:  age,  changes  in  hor-  risk.  It  is  important  to  also  he  aware  of  any  unusual 
mone  level  throughout  life,  number  of  pregnancies,  looking  moles  or  rashes,  which  should  he  checked 

age  at  menopause,  obesity  and  lack  of  physical  by  a  physician.  People  with  a  fair  skin  tone  are  at 
activity.  Some  studies  have  also  shown  a  possible  higher  risk. 

link  between  alcohol  consumption  and  an  increased  In  addition  to  knowing  risk  factors  and 

risk  of  breast  cancer.  getting  the  proper  screenings,  it  is  important  to 

Cervical  Cancer:  a  test  done  during  a  develop  and  maintain  a  healthy  lifestyle  that 
woman’s  annual  visit  to  the  gynecologist.  includes  regular  exercise,  not  smoking  or  taking 

A  major  risk  factor  for  this  disease  is  drugs,  limited  use  of  alcohol  and  a  diet  that  includes 

infection  by  the  human  papillomavirus,  or  HPV.  a  variety  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  and  limits  high  fat 

Certain  types  of  sexual  behavior  increase  a  foods,  such  as  fast  food  and  fried  foods, 

woman’s  risk  of  getting  HPV,  including  having  sex  It  is  also  important  for  those  battling  any 

at  an  early  age,  having  many  sexual  partners  and  type  of  cancer  to  remember  that  there  is  support  and 

having  a  partner  who  has  had  many  partners.  hope.  It  is  important  for  both  the  patient  and  his  or 

Other  risk  factors  for  cervical  cancer  her  family  to  receive  the  proper  information  and 

include:  smoking,  HIV,  Chlamydia,  diet  —  a  diet  emotional  support  during  this  time, 
low  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  being  overweight  For  more  information  please  contact  your 

—  increases  the  person’s  risk,  long  term  oral  con-  doctor,  clinic  or  health  educator  or  visit  the 
traception  use,  multiple  pregnancies,  use  of  DES,  American  Cancer  Society  website  at 
which  is  a  hormonal  drug  that  was  prescribed  www.cancer.org,  or  call  (800)  ACS-2345. 

between  1940  and  1971,  and  family  history. 


Wednesday  Hollywood  Tribal  Office  Ai,HjiEQnym;  8  30  PM 

The  test  Wednesday  of  Ihe  month  ps  Celebration  night 


Thursday  0+p  Cypress  Sober  House  7;3p  PM 

Last  Thursday  ol  me  month  te  Celebration  arwt  Dinner  rugbi 

Please  Contact  Jodi  King  at  063^634-2763 
of  you're  local  Family  Service  Department  for  more 
Information 

HoflywooG  -  954-3G4-G33S 
Big  CyprDSs  -  863-962-3500 
Brighton  -  86 3-763-7700 
tmmoXalee  239*967 -3480 
Tampa  -  a  1 3-246-3 1 00 

Ft  Pience  -  772-461  -7360 


Everyone  Welcomed 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 

CRIMINAL  LAW 

'Handling  Criminal  Cases  Atmss  Florida  For  Cher  20  Yeats  ” 


Law  Office  of  Scott  FF  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beaeh,  Florida  33401 
(561 )  689-3625 
Fax:  {561)686-4567 
cupplaw  1 956@bellsouth.net 
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FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


WEEDING  SIGNER 
MANA 

NATALIE  COLE 
MAROON  5 

ALAN  JACKSON/BROOKS 
&  DUNN 

STYX/REO  SPEEDWAGON 
SARAH  SILVERMAN 
BENISE 

JENNIFER  LOPEZ/MARK 
ANTHONY 

AMORE  A  LA  MUSICA 
RASCAL  FLATT5 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL, NBA.  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
WWE  (WORLD  WRESTLING 
ENTERTAINMENT) 
(NOVEMBER  18TH) 
PRO  BULL  RIDERS 
WORLD  FINALS 
(LAS  VEGAS) 


Top  Theatre 


SPECIALIZING  IN  ALL  KIDS  EVENTS 
LORO  OF  DANCE 
HANNAH  MONTANA 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


Af  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker f  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


m  WE  DELIVER  TO  YOU!  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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Hard  Rock  Live  Goes  International 


The  Brighton  Warriors  give  it  their  all  in  the  gai 


Brighton  Warriors  Participate  in  NYFL 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Brighton  youth,  ages  8-13, 
are  participating  in  the  National  Youth  Football 
League  (NYFL),  under  the  banner  of  the  Brighton 
Warriors. 

Weight  and  age  divisions  create  the  NYFL 
teams.  According  to  Brighton  Recreation  Director 
Richard  Osceola,  Craig  Gopher  is  the  coach  for  youth 
under  90  pounds,  Reno  Osceola  coaches  youth  90- 
105  pounds,  Daryl  Allen  coaches  youth  105-115 
pounds,  and  all  others  over  115  pounds  are  coached 
by  Marvin  Roberts. 

Allen  is  also  the  head  coach  for  the  Brighton 
Warriors  and  manages  all  the  NYFL  requirements  for 
participation.  The  team  practices  three  days  a  week. 

And,  what’s  football  without  the  pretty 
cheerleaders?  The  first-ever  Brighton  cheerleading 
team,  wearing  their  brand  new  cheerleading  uniforms, 
has  formed  an  11 -member  squad  called  the  Warrior 
Cheerleaders. 

The  football  players  will  be  playing  and  the 
cheerleaders  performing  for  10  weeks  throughout  the 
season.  The  NFYL  also  participates  in  the  annual 
FedEx  Orange  Bowl  Youth  Football  Alliance  games 
in  Miami,  held  Jan.  3,  2008. 

The  cheerleading  squad  eagerly  cheered  on 
the  crowd  at  the  four  games  played  on  Sept.  22.  The 
girls  had  their  work  cut  out  for  them.  The  game 
attracted  many  rooting  fans  on  both  sides. 

This  was  Brighton  Warriors’  second  game;  a 
home  game.  Their  football  foes  were  the  Ft.  Pierce 
and  Stuart  teams. 

The  Brighton  youth  are  competing  in  the  tri¬ 
county  district  of  Glades,  St.  Lucie  and  Martin  coun- 


s  primarily  from  the  Treasure 


The  Brighton  football  field  was  surrounded 
with  tents  for  parents  and  visitors  to  sit  in  the  shade 
as  the  youth  competed  in  full  uniform.  Recreation 
Director  Richard  Osceola  was  happy  with  the  turnout. 

“The  interest  in  the  football  league  has  been 
very  good,”  said  Osceola.  “We  are  getting  more  kids 
and  parents  involved  and  lots  of  support  from  our 
community.” 

The  formation  of  a  cheerleading  squad  has 
been  exciting  for  the  young  girls  ages  5-10.  Head 
Coach  Teresa  Nunez  is  coaching  the  cheerleaders 
with  the  help  of  assistant  coaches,  Kim  Chalfant  and 
Shanna  Tommie.  The  girls  practice  three  days  a  week. 

“The  girls  have  to  show  me  their  report 
cards  because  a  condition  of  being  a  cheerleader  in 
NYFL  is  getting  good  grades,”  said  Nunez. 

The  NYFL  provides  opportunities  for  cheer¬ 
leading  squads  to  compete  at  the  2007  Cheerleader 
Competition  at  the  Orange  Bowl. 

At  this  home  game,  the  Warrior  Cheerleaders 
held  a  50/50  ticket  sale  and  raffle  to  raise  the  money 
needed  to  participate  in  the  Orange  Bowl  competi¬ 
tions.  They  sold  rooter  pompoms  and  Mardi  Gras 
beads,  raising  $600,  according  to  Nunez. 

“All  the  money  goes  for  their  snacks  at  the 
games  and  towards  the  Orange  Bowl  trip,”  she  said. 
“The  girls  are  required  to  help  with  fundraisers.  We 
could  ask  for  funds  from  the  Tribe  but  we  want  the 
girls  to  take  responsibility  for  their  own  expenses; 
that  is  what  they  need  to  learn.” 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

Mixed  martial  arts  (MMA)  fans 
got  one  more  hot  ticket  item  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Live  on  Sept.  20. 

In  its  second  year,  the 
new  kid  on  the  block  was  the 
New  York  and  Las  Vegas  based 
International  Fight  League,  or 
IFL,  making  its  first  appearance 
in  South  Florida. 

So  what  separates  the 
12  team  league  from  the  rest? 
According  to  the  IFL  website, 
www.ifl.tv,  the  distinction  is  that 
IFL  is  the  first  MMA  sporting 
event  organized  using  a  team 
concept  with  five  athletes  and  a 
head  coach. 

There  are  five  weight 
classes  representing  each  team,  a 
conventional  boxing  ring  is  used 
for  action  and  there  is  a  regular 
and  post  season.  The  league 
began  in  2006  and  currently  has 
teams  in  Canada  and  Japan. 

The  evening  began  with 
four  preliminary  bouts  featuring 
three  Florida  natives:  Chris 
Baten  of  Tampa,  Travis  Cox  of 
Naples  and  Aaron  Riley  of  Port 
St.  Lucie.  All  came  up  short  in 
their  matches. 

The  featured  attraction 
was  a  best  three  out  of  five 
championship  series  between  the 
New  York  City  Pitbulls  and  the 
Moline,  Ill.  Silverbacks  for  the 
IFL  championship. 

The  Pitbulls  were  the 


with  Fight  League 

number  two  seed  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  3-0  overall  in  regular  sea¬ 
son.  The  Silverbacks  were  the 
number  four  seed  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment  and  2-1  in  the  regular  sea¬ 
son.  Both  won  their  semifinal 
match-ups  in  August  to  reach  the 
finals. 

The  event  also  became 
the  first  event  ever  televised  on 
network  television  through  the 
Fox  Sports  Network  and  the  CW 
network. 

The  defending  champi¬ 
on  Silverbacks  were  lead  by  cur¬ 
rent  MMA  middleweight  cham¬ 
pion  Pat  Miletich.  The  Pitbulls 
had  the  expertise  of  World 
Combat  Champ  and  legend 
Renzo  Grade. 

New  York 

would  take  the  champi¬ 
onship  in  a  3-2  final. 

Heavyweights  Andre 
Gusmao  and  Mike 
Ciesnolevicz  would  go 
at  it  in  the  tie  breaking 
match.  Gusmao  made 
short  work  of 
Ciesnolevicz  with  a  53 
second  KO  in  the  first. 

Pitbulls  Head 
Coach  Grade  said  he 
knew  it  was  going  to  be 
a  battle  facing  the 
champs. 

“I  knew  it  was¬ 
n’t  going  to  be  easy,”  he 
said.  “We  were  fighting 
their  best  out  there.” 


Pre-fight  rivals  pose  for  media. 


Silverback  Ryan  McGivern  lands  a 
Fabio  Leopoldo. 


Heavyweight  Ricco  Rodriguez  (L)  tries  to  connect 
with  a  roundhouse  kick  on  opponent  Ben  Rothwell 
(R). 


Rolles  Gracie  on  the  attack. 


Courtesy  of  Redline  Media  Group 
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Little  Warriors  I 
ages  3-5 
3:30 


Little  Warriors  II  Team  Dragon  Adults  14+ 
ages  6-7  ages  8-13  5:30 

4:00  4:00 


Big  Cypress 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


October  12,  2007 


Sports  •  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  *  Vfikopvnkv 


Natives  Celebrate  Indian  Day  with  Walk/Run 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  National 
Indian  Day  brought  lots  of  fun  events  to 
the  Hollywood  Reservation,  and  the 
walk/run,  held  the  morning  of  Sept.  28, 
was  no  exception.  There  were  families 
walking  together,  parents  cheering  their 
kids  on  to  the  finish  line  and  kids  running 
their  1 .5  miles  before  heading  off  to 
school. 

Just  think  about  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  if  every  morning  the  day  began  with 
an  invigorating  walk  or  run.  According  to 
Tribal  health  representatives,  that  would  be 
a  good  start  on  the  road  to  a  healthy 
lifestyle. 

“Our  short  term  goal  is  to  moti¬ 
vate  and  give  people  opportunity  to  get 
healthy,”  said  Brenda  Bordogna,  health 
education  coordinator.  “Our  long  term  goal 
is  to  change  lifestyles,  awareness;  people 
come  up  to  me  and  ask  when  the  next  walk 
will  take  place  and  are  aware  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  new  lifestyle.” 

The  morning  started  with  a  group 
stretch  to  get  the  body  warmed  up.  Tribal 
citizen  Sally  Osceola  said  she  was  “sur¬ 
prised  with  the  number  of  participants  at  7 
a.m.,”  with  30  walkers  and  runners  show¬ 
ing  their  dedication  to  fitness  on  the 
Osceola  Field. 

Tribal  Fitness  Trainer  Gina 
Allardyce  said  she  was  pleased  with  the 
turnout. 

“It  was  nice  to  see  people  this 
early  socializing  and  having  a  good  time 
while  getting  in  shape,”  Allardyce  said. 

The  path  was  simple  —  five  laps 
around  the  Osceola  Field  to  complete  the 
1 .5  mile  course.  As  participants  rounded 
the  track,  Allardyce  and  Osceola  handed 
out  beaded  necklaces  for  each  lap  complet- 


Health  Coordinator  Brenda  Bordogna  (R)  hands  out  mini  cer¬ 
tificates  after  walkers  and  runners  complete  the  walk/run. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Philmon  Bowers  (L),  Cornelia  Osceola  (C)  and  Hunter  Osceola 
(R)  make  their  way  around  the  field,  lap  after  lap. 


ed. 


Tribal  citizen  Judy  Jones  was  also 
on-hand  volunteering  her  time  to  assist  in 
serving  breakfast  and  bottled  water  as  partici¬ 
pants  completed  their  walk  or  run. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


The  Puente  family  motivated  each  other 
to  finish  the  walk/run. 


Results  of  the  Hollywood  Indian  Day  Walk/Run 

Ages  6-11,  Co-Ed:  1.  Mila  Osceola,  2.  Chayse  Billie,  3. 
Grant  Osceola. 

Ages  6-11,  Co-Ed:  1.  Ariah  Osceola,  2.  Hunter  Osceola, 
3.  Cindi  Adair. 

Female  Runners,  Ages  18-30:  1.  Maggie  Puente;  Ages 
31-44:  1.  Resha  Doctor,  2.  Francine  Osceola. 

Female  Walkers,  Ages  31-44:  1.  Brandi  Clay,  2.  Leslie 
Osceola,  3.  Leah  Osceola;  Ages  45-59:  1.  Ginger  Tiger,  2.  Agnes 
Billie-Motlow;  Ages  60  and  Older:  1.  Cornelia  Osceola,  2. 
Lawana  Osceola. 

Male  Runners,  Ages  31-44:  1.  Kevin  Osceola,  2.  Mitch 

Osceola. 

Male  Walkers,  Ages  31-44:  1.  Bobby  Frank,  2.  Philmon 
Bowers,  3.  Steve  Osceola;  Ages  45-59:  1.  Joe  Osceola,  2.  Mingo 
Jones,  3.  Mike  Tiger. 

Community  Members,  Co-Ed,  Walkers/Runners,  All 
Ages:  1.  Robert  Delimeire,  2.  Lila  Osceola-Heard,  3.  Rhonda 
Motlow. 


2008  Noun  American  Indigenous  Games 

Team  Florida  Archery  Qualifier 

October  14,  2007  @  Everglades  Archers 
Start  Time  @  10:00  a.m. 

Open  to  all  Native  Americans 
Ages  Categories: 

Bantam  (1994-1995) 

Midget  (1992-1993) 

Juvenile  (1989-1991) 

Senior  (1988  &  earlier) 

For  more  information  and  Directions  please  call: 
Steve  Young  @  (954)  931-7726 


Indian  Day  2-On-2  Tournament  Results 


Youth  Co-Ed,  8  &  Under 

Winners:  Arek  Jumper,  Alonzo 
Wargolet,  Cisco  Rodriguez,  Daniel  Rodriguez, 
Tameron  Wilcox 
Youth  Co-Ed,  11  &  Under 

1 .  Trevor  Osceola,  Tristen  Wilcox, 
Alonzo  Wargolet,  2.  Neko  Osceola,  Jordan 
Eubanks 

Youth  Boys,  14  &  Under 

1 .  Hunter  Osceola,  Houston  Osceola, 
Jordan  Baker,  2.  Anthony  Balentine,  Karlito 
Wargolet 

Youth,  Girls,  14  &  Under 

1.  Ariah  Osceola,  Sarah,  Tarah,  2. 
Chassidy  Harjochee,  Maleah  Isaac 
Youth,  Boys,  17  &  Under 

1.  Kevin  Hincapie,  Aaron  Clark,  2. 

Chris  Hunter,  Leon  Pewo 
Youth- 17:  Under  Girls 

1 .  Aimee  Osceola,  Hali  Garcia, 

Courtney  Osceola,  Dakota  Osceola- Wheeler,  2. 
Kendra  Osceola,  Jessica  Osceola,  Rebecca 
Osceola,  Aralena  Jordan 
Senior,  Men 

1.  Terry  Tartsah,  Leon  Wilcox  Sr.,  2. 
Gary  Mclnturff,  Joe  Dan  Osceola 

Senior,  Women 

1.  Michelle  Osceola,  Virginia  Osceola,  2. 
Helena  Cypress,  Leslie  Osceola 

Adult,  Men 

1.  Tony  Billie,  Trevor  Williams,  2.  Gary 
Mclnturff,  Leon  Wilcox  Sr. 

Adult,  Women 

1.  Francine  Osceola,  Tasha  Osceola,  2. 
Atlanta  Johns,  Andrea  Tommie 

Adult,  Co-Ed 

1.  Marl  Osceola,  Michele  Osceola,  2. 
Tasha  Osceola,  Tony  Billie 


Tribal  citizen  Taylor  Osceola  (R) 


Lori  Fisher 

Tribal  citizens  enjoy  the  day  with  good  basketball  fun. 


Lori  Fisher 

Tribal  citizen  Lee  Stewart  works  on  his  offensive  moves 
during  the  game. 
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Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
CHILD  SUPPORT 

Traffic  Tickets 
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606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston.  Florida 
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The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 
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ide  at  Billie  Swamp 


Safari. 


Olympic  Gold  Medalists  Visits  Seminole 
Country,  Play  Exhibition  Game 

Recreation  Department  Hosts  Team  USA  Womens  Fast  Pitch  Champs 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

The  snake  show  was  a  nice  break  from  the  hot  Florida  weather. 


By  Felix  DoBosz  and  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  rain  clouds  were  dark  and  threaten¬ 
ing,  but  that  did  not  deter  Tribal  softball  fans  from  filling  the  grand¬ 
stands  at  Osceola  Park  for  an  exhibition  game  on  the  night  of  Sept. 

21.  This  was  no  ordinary  exhibition  softball  game  —  this  was  a  once 
in  a  lifetime  chance  to  see  some  of  the  country’s  finest  showcase 
their  talents. 

The  Recreation  Department  sponsored  this  game,  in  which 
the  three-time  women’s  fast  pitch  Olympic  gold  medalists  of  Team 
USA  showed  Tribal  citizens  a  thing  or  two  about  softball.  The  team 
has  won  gold  medals  at  the  1996  Olympic  Games  in  Columbus,  Ga., 
the  2000  games  in  Sydney,  Australia,  and  the  most  recent  Olympics, 
held  in  Athens,  Greece  in  2004. 

The  final  roster  of  the  18  players  who  will  compete  in  the 
upcoming  2008  games  in  Beijing,  China  was  announced  just  a  week 
before  the  team  made  the  trip  to  Florida.  Of  the  18  who  made  the  cut, 
1 1  team  members  participated  in  the  exhibition  game. 

According  to  team  Manager  Kasey  Caldwell,  this  was  the 
girls’  last  weekend  available  before  beginning  their  training  camp  in 
preparation  for  the  Olympic  Games.  He  said  he  was  pleased  that  they 
had  a  chance  to  visit  the  Tribe  and  meet  with  Tribal  softball  fans. 

“Softball  is  big  with  Natives,”  he  said.  “It’s  an  awesome 
opportunity  and  it’s  something  we  all  can  learn  from.” 

Dining  their  three  day  stay  in  Seminole  Country,  Sept.  20- 

22,  the  Olympians  also  took  a  VIP  tour  of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  and  Billie  Swamp  Safari,  where  they  met  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress,  on  day  one  of  their  stay.  The  chairman  thanked 
them  for  visiting  the  Tribe  and  wished  them  well  in  their  pursuit  of  a 
fourth  Olympic  gold  medal. 

Third  baseman  Andrea  Duran  said  it  was  a  lot  of  fun  “to  get 
up  close  and  personal  with  the  wildlife.” 

On  day  two,  the  team  switched  their  focus  to  the  exhibition 
game  they  played  on  the  night  of  Sept.  21  against  the  Seminole  team. 
Players  including  Maggie  Puente,  JoJo  Osceola  and  Sara  Jumper,  as 
well  as  Oklahoma  Tribal  citizens  and  other  college-level  players. 
Seminole  team  coaches  were  Gary  Tanner  from  Haskell  University 
and  Terry  Tartsah  and  Ruggy  Jumper  from  the  Seminole  Recreation 
Department. 

Jumper,  along  with  Seminole  Recreation  Department 
Commissioner  of  Baseball  Leon  Wilcox,  was  instrumental  in  bring¬ 


ing  Team  USA  to  South  Florida.  Wilcox  said  he  was  excited  to  “give 
our  girls  some  inspiration”  in  a  tough  game  against  the  Olympians. 

“This  USA  team  is  training  to  play  in  next  summer’s  2008 
Olympics  in  China,”  said  Wilcox.  “We  figured  it  would  he  a  good 
idea  to  put  a  team  together  to  play  against  the  women’s  Team  USA 
fast  pitch  softball  team  . . .  we’re  looking  to  give  these  girls  a  run  for 
the  money.” 

The  game  started  at  6:30  p.m.  as  Seminole  Recreation 
Director  and  emcee  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.  welcomed  every¬ 
one  to  the  event.  Jumper  introduced  the  2007-2008  Seminole 
princesses  who  added  some  color  to  the  event  as  their  Tribal  regalia 
shimmered  under  the  bright  baseball  lights  on  the  field. 

President  Richard  Bowers,  representing  the  Tribal  Council, 
welcomed  the  crowd  to  this  first-of-its-kind  event. 

“I’m  glad  to  see  you  here,”  Bowers  said.  “We’ll  enjoy  this 
game,  whether  we  win  or  lose;  right  now  you  guys  are  all  winners.” 

Bowers  and  Tribal  Treasurer  Mike  Tiger  had  the  honor  of 
tossing  out  the  first  two  ceremonial  pitches.  Tiger’s  toss  curved 
towards  the  first  base  line  instead  of  home  plate  to  wild  cheers  and 
applause  from  the  spectators.  Tribal  citizen  Spencer  Battiest  was  also 
on  hand  to  sing  the  National  Anthem  before  the  start  of  the  game. 

During  the  game,  the  Team  USA  players  took  an  early  lead 
and  then  ended  up  switching  positions  on  the  field  to  sharpen  their 
multi-dimensional  skills.  While  each  player  excelled  in  the  position 
they  usually  play,  standouts  such  as  Lovieanne  Jung,  a  second  base- 
man,  demonstrated  her  skills  as  a  catcher. 

Sara  Jumper  was  the  only  tribal  citizen  on  the  Seminole 
team  to  get  on  base.  Jumper  was,  however,  thrown  out  on  second 
base,  saying  “I’m  surprised  I  made  it  in  such  a  tough  game  against 
Olympians.” 

The  final  score  was  10-0  in  favor  of  Team  USA,  which  won 
in  seven  innings. 

On  the  final  day  of  their  trip,  Sept.  22,  both  the  Seminole 
team  and  Team  USA  hosted  a  softball  clinic  at  Osceola  Park  that  was 
open  to  the  public.  At  the  clinic,  there  were  10  stations,  including 
areas  for  hitting,  hunting,  base  running  and  more,  where  the  players 
offered  constructive  criticism  and  tips  to  softball  fans  including 
Tribal  citizen  Mila  Osceola. 

“This  is  great  for  the  kids  to  just  be  able  to  hang  out  with 
the  USA  team,”  said  Mila’s  dad,  Milo  Osceola. 


Alicia  Hollowell,  right  hand'  pitcher,  reads  up  on  Seminole 
hunting  at  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  in  BC. 


Pitcher  Alicia  Hollowell  smiles  as  she  hands 
autographed  softball  to  Kevin  Osceola. 


Tribal  citizen  Mila  Osceola  participates  in  the 
clinic,  being  coached  by  the  best  in  the  world. 


Haskell  Coach  Gary  Tanner  couldn’t  wait  to 
hold  the  alligator. 


‘Lovie”  working  hard  at  the  clinic. 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  congratulates  Team  USA  on  their  success 
and  thanks  them  for  coming  to  help  inspire  other  young  women. 


Team  Seminole,  Team  USA  and  Hollywood  Recreation 
Department  staff  enjoy  a  photo  under  the  chickee. 


A  trip  to  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum.  What  an  experience! 


Lila  Osceola-1 

Jenny  Topping,  catcher,  gives  Ariah  Osceola  her  autograph. 
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Team  USA  Pitcher  Cat  Osterman  throws  at  about  65  mph,  according  to  manager  Kasey  Caldwell. 


Team  Seminole  poses  with  USA  officials. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Lovieanne  “Lovie”  Jung  strapped 
on  her  protective  gear  to  play 
catcher. 
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Tribal  citizen  JoJo  Osceola 


takes 


Kristin  Billie  was  one  of  three  to  throw 
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Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Softball  standouts  Kristin  Billie  (L)  and 
Raven  Osceola  (R)  take  full  advantage  of  the 
photo  opportunity  with  the  USA’s  pitcher, 

Cat  Osterman,  who  led  the  team  at  the 
Felix  DoBosz  World  Cup. 

The  crowd  roars  as  Crystl  Bustos  hits  a  home  run,  for  her  first  at  Felix  DoBosz 

bat,  to  get  Team  USA  on  the  scoreboard.  Team  Seminole’s  Dana  Askins  impresses  uia  Osceoia-Heard 

Team  USA  with  her  pitching  technique.  Skyla  Osceola  and  Mila  Osceola  pose 

with  power  hitter  Crystl  Bustos. 


J  CT 


Fighting  through  the  rain,  Team  USA  and  Team  Seminole  come  together  after  an  eventful  exhibition  game.  Even  though  Team  USA  won  10-0, 
Team  Seminole  and  fans  alike  had  an  awesome  experience. 


President  Richard  Bowers  throws  out  the  ceremonial 
first  pitch  while  Commissioner  of  B 
Wilcox  Sr.  looks  on. 
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Honoring  the  Tigertail  Brothers 

Malcolm  and  Duane  Tigertail  Memorial  Basketball  Tourney 


By  Tony  Heard 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  first  annual  Duane  & 
Malcolm  Tigertail  Memorial  basketball  tournament 
took  place  on  Sept.  6-8  at  the  BC  Gym.  The  excite¬ 
ment,  energy,  and  enthusiasm  were  all  on  display  as 
teams  came  to  honor  the  brothers  by  playing  the  game 
they  loved  so  much. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  the  memorial  tourna¬ 
ment  has  honored  the  memory  of  Malcolm;  however, 
Duane  met  with  an  untimely  passing  less  than  a  year 
ago.  So  when  the  time  came  to  hold  the  tournament, 
mom  Minnie  Tigertail  decided  to  have  one  tournament 
in  remembrance  of  her  sons  instead  of  two  different 
ones. 

“They  were  both  easygoing  and  down  to  earth 
boys,”  she  said.  “They  liked  all  sports,  but  always 
expressed  their  love  for  basketball.  It’s  a  good  feeling 
to  see  how  the  tournament  is  growing  each  year;  it’s  a 
good  thing  and  a  good  place  to  be.” 


The  games  got  underway  on  the  night  of  Sept. 
6  with  the  Legends  competing.  In  this  division,  moms 
dads,  and  grandparents  pulled  out  their  basketball 
shoes  for  some  good  fun  and  competition. 

Facing  off  in  the  championship  for  the  women 
were  Sundown  and  Still  Got  It  in  a  very  fun  game. 
There  was  no  mistake,  both  teams  were  playing  hard 
for  the  victory,  but  anyone  in  the  gym  could  see  how 
much  fun  everyone  on  the  court  was  having. 

In  the  championship  game  for  the  Legends, 
Sundown  wanted  run  to  get  some  easy  baskets.  Then- 
strategy  worked  and  they  jumped  out  on  Still  Got  It 
early  and  retained  the  lead  until  there  were  all  zeros  on 
the  clock.  Still  Got  It  fought  hard  but  just  didn’t  have 
enough  to  get  over  the  hump  in  the  at  last  game  and 
had  to  go  home  with  runner-up  honors. 

Sundown  claimed  their  championship  and 
enjoyed  the  moment. 

On  the  men’s  side  of  things,  Hollywood  and 
Cicero’s  Team  squared  off  in  the  championship  game. 
The  first  half  was  controlled  by  Hollywood,  a  big  rea¬ 
son  for  that  was  Travis  Osceola.  He  fell  into  a  zone 
and  couldn’t  seem  to  miss,  so  his  teammates  were 


smart  and  made  sure  he  got  the  ball. 

Led  by  Osceola’s  hot  shooting  and  aggressive 
team  defense,  Cicero’s  Team  went  to  halftime  with  a 
slight  deficit.  They  fought  back  in  the  second  half  but 
fell  short  in  pulling  off  the  come-ffom-behind  win. 

“It’s  fun  to  get  out  here  and  get  a  workout,” 
he  said.  “I  stay  busy  with  rodeos,  golf,  and  basketball.” 

Hollywood  earned  a  championship  and  will 
have  the  bragging  rights  until  these  two  teams  meet 
again. 

On  Sept.  7-8,  the  adult  portion  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment  took  place.  The  teams  were  ready  to  battle  it  out 
if  it  took  all  night,  which  would  be  nothing  new.  The 
women’s  side  of  the  bracket  was  interesting  and  found 
Native  Pride  matching  up  against  Outlaw  Women  to 
see  who  would  go  to  the  championship. 

The  game  went  back  and  forth,  but  neither 
team  could  find  a  rhythm,  missing  shots  and  turning 
the  ball  over.  The  effort  and  hustle  was  clearly  visible, 
so  there  were  a  few  buckets  scored.  At 
halftime  the  score  was  24-26;  the  narrow 
lead  in  favor  of  Native  Pride. 

The  second  half  played  more  in 
the  favor  of  Outlaw  Women  as  they  began 
to  get  more  transition  baskets  and  taking 
care  of  the  ball.  Native  Pride  was  down 
five  with  one  minute  left  and  the  ball. 
However,  after  moving  the  ball  around 
and  getting  three  shots  up  and  two  offen¬ 
sive  rebounds,  none  of  the  shots  went  in 
and  Outlaw  Women  finally  got  the  defen¬ 
sive  board  and  advanced  to  the  finals. 

On  the  men’s  side  of  things,  Big 
Town  had  already  played  their  way  into 
the  championship  game  by  defeating  a 
couple  teams  who  were  undermanned. 
Below  the  Rim  (B.T.R.)  and  Dem  Boys 
had  to  play  each  other  to  see  who  would 
advance  to  the  championship. 

This  game  was  controlled  by 
Below  the  Rim  right  from  the  tip  off. 
They  seemed  determined  to  win  and  have 
a  chance  to  play  for  the  championship. 
With  stiff  defense  and  unselfish  play  on 
offense,  B.T.R  had  Dem  Boys  with  their 
back  against  the  wall  with  fewer  than  6 
minutes  to  play. 

Dem  Boys  didn’t  give  up  or  quit, 
they  kept  playing  hard  and  cut  the  lead 
down  to  single  digits,  by  getting  transi¬ 
tions  baskets  and  turning  up  the  defense  a 
few  notches.  It  was  a  valiant  effort  but 
Dem  Boys  fell  a  little  short  and  received 
third  place  honors  at  the  1st  annual  Duane 
&  Malcolm  Memorial  Basketball 
Tournament. 

B.T.R  advanced  to  play  Big 
Town  in  the  championship,  for  a  much 
anticipated  game.  Neither  team  had  a  let 
down  and  came  ready  to  play.  The  game 
was  very  physical  and  the  officials  were 
letting  a  lot  go  in  the  early  parts  of  the 
game.  The  game  was  a  defensive  battle 
and  both  teams  had  to  work  for  every  bas¬ 
ket  they  got.  The  halftime  score  was  28- 
29  with  Big  Town  hanging  onto  the 
slimmest  of  leads. 

The  second  half  proved  to  be  just 
intense  as  the  first,  with  each  team 
playing  hard  defense  and  making  big 
shots  to  keep  the  game  tight. 

With  less  than  a  minute  to  play, 
B.T.R. ’s  Marl  Osceola  hit  a  long  range 
three  to  cut  Big  Town’s  lead  to  one.  On 
the  next  play,  Amos  Huggins  was  fouled 
but  misfired  on  one  of  the  freethrows  to 
give  Big  Town  a  two  point  lead. 

Following  a  defensive  stop  and  a 
three  point  play,  Big  Town  looked  as  if 
they  had  the  game  won  with  less  than  30 
seconds  to  play  and  a  five  point  lead. 
B.T.R  advanced  the  ball  and  drew  a  foul 
to  stop  the  clock.  Jerome  Davis  knocked 
down  both  free  throws  to  bring  his  team 
within  three. 

After  a  timeout,  a  couple  more 
free  throws,  and  a  last  second  long  range 
three,  which  was  ultimately  insignificant, 
Big  Town  came  away  with  a  59-61  cham¬ 
pionship  victory. 

All  the  teams  who  competed 
showed  great  respect  to  the  Tigertail  fami¬ 
ly  by  displaying  good  sportsmanship  and 
playing  the  game  with  passion. 

Adult  Men:  1st  Place  Big  Town: 
Amos  Huggins,  Richard  Huggins,  Jerome 
Huggins,  Julius  Wilhs,  Josh  Williams,; 
Mitchell.  2nd  Place  B.T.R.:  Pete  Osceola, 
Marl  Osceola,  Charlie  Frye,  Talbert 
Cypress,  Tony  Billie,  Shaun  Daughtry, 
Jerome  Davis;  3rd  Place:  Dem  Boyz: 
Antillis  Stockton,  Howard  Jimmie,  Gregg 
Thomas,  Leon  Wilcox  Jr.,  Adrian  Baker, 
Remus  Griffin,  Derrick  Timothy. 

Adult  Women:  1st  Place:  Outlaw 
Women:  Elizabeth  Osceola-Huggins, 
Crystal  Yazzie,  Dionne  Jacobs,  Talewin 
Means,  Sadie  In  The  Woods,  Alicia  Tiger; 
2nd  Place:  5th  Element:  Shelly  Tom, 
Shahla  Kerford,  Raeann  West,  Natalie 
Hanley,  Jodelle  Bitloy;  3rd  Place:  Red 
Skins:  Nora  Jean  Bilhe,  Lila  Osceola- 
Heard,  Anna  Jackson,  Natasha  Johnson,  Vodnie 
Chapoose,  Ashley  Ross,  Candace  Blackbird. 

Legends  Men:  1st  Place:  Hollywood:  Gary 
Mclnturff,  Allen  Mclnturff,  Eric  Osceola,  Chris 
Osceola,  Travis  Osceola,  Marl  Osceola,  Bill  Johns, 

Rob  Landen;  2nd  Place:  Cicero’s  Team:  Cicero 
Osceola,  Jeremiah  Hall,  Jerry  Balentine,  Floyd 
Osceola,  Vince  Billie,  Von  Samuels;  3rd  Place:  Echo: 
Sandy  Billie  Sr.,  Norman  Bowers,  Keith  Billie,  Kenny 
Doney,  Jason  Baker,  Norman  Huggins,  Earl  Taylor, 
Danny  Jones. 

Legends  Women:  1st  Place:  Sundown:  Nora 
Billie,  Vodne  (White  Skunk)  Chapoose,  Mary  (White 
Skunk)  Frye,  Julia  “Jill”  White  Skunk,  Cassandra 
Osceola,  Virginia  Osceola,  Natasha  Johnson;  2nd 
Place:  Still  Got  It:  Shirley  Clay,  Monica  Cypress, 
Cecilia  Tigertail,  Esther  Gopher,  Rita  Gopher,  Stacy 
Jones,  Mindy  Fish;  3rd  Place:  Hollywood  Lady 
Seminoles:  Leslie  Osceola,  Eileen  (Faye)  Waggerby, 
Michelle  Osceola,  Beverly  Alumbaugh,  Cynthia 
Osceola. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Men’s  Legends  Champions:  Hollywood 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Women’s  Legends  Champions:  Sundown 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Adult  Men’s  Champions:  Big  Town 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Adult  Women’s  Champions:  Outlaw  Women 


Judy  Weel 

(L-R)  Tracy  Summeralls,  Brenda  Youngblood,  Lisa  Osceola  and  Boogie  Jumper,  with  Arena  Director 
Amos  Tiger  (back  row),  who  handed  out  trophy  breast  collars  to  the  first  place  barrel  race  finishers. 


Fred  Smith  Arena  Hosts  Indian  Day  Festivities 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Amos  Tiger  congratulates  Team  Roping  champions 
Josh  Jumper  and  Hilliard  Gopher. 


Marvin  Hines  pulls  the  steer  as  Amos  Tiger  moves  in  for 
the  leg  catch. 


Judy  Weeks 

Reba  Osceola  and  her  horse  lean  into  a  fast  turn. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BRIGHTON  —  An  Indian  Day 
Celebration  was  held  at  the  Fred  Smith 
Arena  in  Brighton  on  September  30th,  in 
support  of  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association  (EIRA)  members  who  have 
qualified  for  the  Indian  National  Finals 
Rodeo. 

Arena  Director  Amos  Tiger  said: 

“The  three  events  planned  for  today  will 
provide  not  only  practice  for  the  con¬ 
tenders,  but  an  opportunity  for  the 
Seminole  Tribe  to  sponsor  these  fine  ath¬ 
letes  who  will  represent  us.” 

The  Women’s  Breakaway  Roping 
got  underway  at  2  p.m.  with  added  money. 

A  group  of  women  dedicated  to  this  sport 
had  assembled  and  the  competition  was 
stiff.  Participants  came  from  the  EIRA, 

Tribal  members,  employees  and  then- 
immediate  families. 

Each  rider  was  hoping  for  not 
only  an  opportunity  to  win,  but  to  help 
sponsor  the  women  who  had  qualified  for 
the  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  (INFR). 

Taking  first  place,  Lizzie  Dixie 
received  both  a  cash  award  and  a  beautiful 
breast  collar  for  her  efforts.  Second  place 
went  to  Boogie  Jumper,  who  will  be  using 
her  winnings  to  supplement  her  INFR 
expenses. 

With  an  added  purse,  the  4.D 
Barrel  Race  drew  numerous  entries  of  all 
ages.  Once  more,  the  rules  opened  the  race 
for  Tribal  citizens,  employees  and  immedi¬ 
ate  famihes  to  join  in  the  fun  and  permit¬ 
ted  multiple  entries  by  the  same  individual 
provided  that  a  different  horse  was  used 
each  time. 

Dividing  the  group  into  four  cate¬ 
gories  based  on  their  levels  of  skill,  it  was 
a  fun-filled,  exciting  afternoon  for  every¬ 
one.  There  were  no  broken  patterns,  but  a 
few  barrels  went  down  as  the  horses  pivot¬ 
ed  around  them  attempting  to  get  the  fastest 
time. 

Leaning  hard  in  the  turns,  a  few 
horse  and  rider  teams  appeared  to  be  run¬ 
ning  on  their  sides  as  the  clay  flew  out 
from  under  their  feet.  The  good  natured  rid¬ 
ers  were  competing  one  minute  and  cheer¬ 
ing  for  each  other  the  next.  With  so  much 
riding  on  the  race,  that’s  real  sportsman¬ 
ship! 

Trophy  breast  collars  were  award¬ 
ed  the  first  place  winners  in  each  division: 

1. D:  Fastest  Time:  16.268  seconds,  1. 

Boogie  Jumper,  2.  Scooter  Johns,  3.  Perrie 
Whidden,  4.  Molleetha  Gomez;  2.D: 

Fastest  Time:  16.768  seconds,  1.  Lisa 
Osceola,  2. Taylor  Johns,  3.Molleetha 
Gomez,  4. Johnanna  Gopher;  3.D:  Fastest 
Time:  17.268,  1.  Brenda  Youngblood, 

2.  Acealyn  Youngblood,  3. Toi  Andrews, 

4,Ahnie  Jumper;  4.D:  Fastest  Time:  18.268, 

1  .Tracy  Summeralls,  2.  Toi  Andrews, 

3. Ashton  Baxley,  4,Harlie  Maggard. 

With  12  headers  and  11  heelers, 
the  Team  Roping  took  more  than  six  hours. 

The  Round  Robin  was  a  4-Head  Progressive  after  one 
catch,  and  a  few  Tribal  citizens  entered  on  both  the 
heading  and  heeling  sides.  Veteran  ropers  Naha 
Jumper,  Marvin  Hines  and  Happy  Jumper  joined  ris¬ 
ing  star  Hilliard  Gopher  in  both  boxes  and  kept  hors¬ 
es  tied  to  the  fence  for  a  rapid  switch  throughout  the 
evening. 

Announcer  and  arena  bookkeeper  Molleetha 
Gomez  ran  a  tight  ship  and  kept  things  moving  at  a 
fast,  accurate  pace.  She  kept  riders  in  the  box,  on 
deck  and  fully  informed  throughout  the  event.  With 
her  system,  it  took  only  five  minutes  to  announce  the 
winners  at  the  end  of  the  night.  This  is  no  easy  fete 
when  considering  there  were  132  runs  in  the  first 


round  alone  and  a  lot  of  riders  made  it  back  to  the 
next  three  rounds. 

The  first  place  winning  team  of  Josh  Jumper 
and  Hilliard  Gopher  received  trophy  breast  collars  to 
commemorate  the  event,  which  paid  back  six  places 
as  follows:  2.  Josh  and  Naha  Jumper,  3.  Billie  Tiger 
and  Marvin  Hines,  4.  Naha  Jumper  and  Hilliard 
Gopher,  5.  Happy  Jumper  and  Marvin  Hines,  6. 
Marvin  Hines  and  Naha  Jumper. 

The  Fred  Smith  Arena  has  a  very  busy 
schedule  and  invites  everyone  to  join  them  for  prac¬ 
tice  sessions,  jackpots  and  special  events.  For  more 
information,  visit  the  website  RezRodeo.com  or  call 
(863)  467-6039. 


Men’s 


Hollywood  Indian  Day  Bowling  Results 


;  Results 

Regular  Game  (60-69):  1.  Eugene  Bowers, 
165,  2.  Ronnie  Doctor,  110;  (70+):  1. 

Jimmy  H.  Osceola,  153. 

3-6-9  Game  (60-69),  1. 

Eugene  Bowers,  151,  2.  Ronnie 
Doctor,  128,  (70+):  1.  Jimmy  H. 

Osceola,  201. 

No  Tap  Game:  1.  Eugene 
Bowers,  241,  2.  Ronnie  Doctor, 

129;  (70+):  1.  Jimmy  H.  Osceola, 

179. 

Women’s  Results 

Regular  Game  (50-59): 

1.  Mary  Bowers,  167;  (60-69): 

1.  Mary  Gay  Osceola,  180,  2. 

Mabel  Doctor,  172,  3.  Maydell 
Osceola,  124. 


No  Tap  Game:  1 .  Mary 
Bowers,  192;  (60-69):  1.  Mary  Gay 
Osceola,  216,  2.  Mabel  Doctor,  179, 
3.  Maydell  Osceola,  129. 


Scotch  Doubles:  1.  Eugene  Bowers  & 
Mary  Bowers,  171,  2.  Jimmy  H.  Osceola 
&  Maydell  Osceola,  168,  3.  Jimmy  H. 
Osceola  &  Mary  Gay  Osceola,  167,  4. 
Ronnie  Doctor  &  Mabel  Doctor, 
152. 


Bowling  Totals:  Eugene 
Bowers,  557,  Jimmy  H. 
Osceola,  553,  Ronnie 
Doctor,  367,  Mary  Gay 
Osceola,  559,  Mary 
Bowers,  494,  Mabel 
Doctor,  466,  Maydell 
Osceola,  364. 


Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association 
Qualifying  Rodeo 


Judy  Week 

Cody  Parker  shows  great  form  in  the  Bareback  competi¬ 
tion. 


It’s  a  spinning  dismount  for  Junior  Bull  rider  Dayne  Johns. 


Bullfighters  race  to  rescue  Cody  Motlow  in  Junior  Bull  event. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BRIGHTON  — The  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association  (EIRA) 
completed  its  2007  circuit  in  July  and  the  contestants’  year  end  points 
have  been  tabulated  for  each  event.  Participants  who  were  hoping  to 
compete  at  the  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  in  Globe,  Ariz.,  took  part 
in  the  Qualifying  Rodeo  held  Sept.  15-16  at  the  Fred  Smith  Arena. 

It  was  an  exciting  two  days  for  the  contestants  and  their  fans  as 
they  worked  hard  to  achieve  the  points  necessary  to  qualify  for  one  of 
the  most  prestigious  annual  rodeos  in  the  U.S.  Only  sanctioned  events 
were  held  on  the  night  of  Sept.  14,  with  each  of  the  participants  return¬ 
ing  for  a  second  round  on  Sept.  15,  when  the  final  scores  were  deter¬ 
mined. 

The  Non-Sanctioned  Junior  Rodeo  got  underway  that  evening 
at  6  p.m.  Kirkland  Boney  rode  his  wooly  mount  into  first  place  with 
Mark  Holmes  taking  the  second  position  in  this  very  popular  event  for 
the  6  year  olds  and  younger. 

The  next  age  group  moves  up  to  calf  riding  as  they  develop 
their  skills.  Exiting  the  chute  with  his  black  and  red  chaps  flapping  in 
the  air  and  hand  held  high,  Dalton  Koenes  made  it  halfway  down  the 
arena  before  hitting  the  ground  for  a  first  place  win.  Jobe  Johns  moved 
into  second  place  with  only  a  few  points  difference. 

It  has  been  a  rough  year  for  the  pony  riders,  who  have  met  the 
challenge  on  some  very  difficult  stock.  Never  underestimate  these  short 
coupled  little  ponies  with  an  iron  will,  which  buck,  twist  and  turn  just 
as  hard  as  the  big  boys  in  an  effort  to  dislodge  their  riders.  However, 
they  have  met  their  match  in  Andre  Jumper  and  Austin  Holmes,  who 
took  fust  and  second  place,  respectively. 

There  were  10  contenders  in  the  4-8  year  old  Barrel  Race  with 
a  wide  variety  of  skills.  Riders  vary  from  Seth  Randolph  leading  his  lit¬ 
tle  sister  Alea  Turtle  in  her  purple  sequined  shirt  to  Ahnie  Jumper  who 
blew  everybody’s  doors  off  with  a  16.815  second  run.  Winning  the  first 
four  positions  were:  Ahnie  Jumper,  Jobe  Johns,  Cyrus  Smedley  and 
Dayra  Koenes. 

It  was  a  very  close  race  in  the  9-12  year  old  Barrels  with 
Malanie  Perez  beating  Acealyn  Youngblood  by  mere  hundredths  of  a 
second.  A  similar  situation  separated  the  girls  in  the  13-18  year  class 
until  Taylor  Johns  knocked  over  the  first  barrel  for  a  five  second  penal¬ 
ty  and  Janae  Braswell  took  the  lead. 

Junior  Breakaway  had  eight  contestants  with  a  series  of  diffi¬ 
culties.  The  clock  ran  out  on  some  of  the  riders,  one  boy  roped  his 
horse  and  another  caught  ears,  but  perseverance  won  out.  Josh  Johns 
took  fust,  Andre  Jumper  second  and  using  a  second  loop,  Chebon 
Gooden  had  the  final  scoring  points. 

In  the  Junior  Bareback  riders  Jacoby  Johns  took  first  place  on 
Red  River  and  Dayne  Johns  earned  second  on  Rail  Splitter.  They  had 
two  excellent  rides  to  finish  out  the  season.  Of  the  five  Steer  Riders, 
Andre  Jumper  and  Brantley  Osceola  took  the  lead  while  their  opponents 
bit  the  dust. 

Despite  what  could  have  been  a  fatal  mishap,  Cody  Motlow 
earned  first  place  in  the  Junior  Bull  division.  Exiting  the  chute  for  a  wild 
ride,  his  bull  began  to  spin  like  a  top  after  the  buzzer  went  off  and  Cody’s 
hand  became  hung  in  the  rigging.  Bullfighters  Weazel  Forrest  and  John 
Copsey  were  right  on  top  of  the  situation  and  were  able  to  distract  the 
bull  and  free  his  hand.  Second  place  went  to  Billy  Foley  on  a  black  and 
white  speckled  brute. 

Five  men  competed  in  the  50  and  Older  Breakaway,  with  Moses 
Jumper  taking  first  and  Rudy  Osceola  coming  in  second. 

Following  the  invocation,  grand  entry  and  presentation  of  the 
flag,  the  Sanctioned  Events  started  at  8  p.m.  In  Bareback  Riding,  Cody 
Parker  placed  first.  Jeremy  Shed  completed  his  8  seconds  but  after  hitting 


Judy  Weeks 

Lizzie  Dixie  recoils  her  rope  in  the  Breakaway  event. 


the  ground,  he  was  stepped  on  by  the  horse  without  seri¬ 
ous  injury.  Robert  Youngblood  had  a  wicked  ride  in  the  Saddle  Bronc 
division. 

It  was  a  tough  night  for  the  steer  wrestlers  with  only  Naha 
Jumper  triumphing.  The  Tie  Down/Calf  Roping  didn’t  fare  well  either, 
with  several  No  Times.  However,  Josh  Jumper’s  11  second  run  was  hard 
to  beat. 

Trina  Collins,  Boogie  Jumper,  Pauletta  Bowers  and  Lizzie  Dixie 
took  the  top  scores  in  the  Women’s  Breakaway  during  the  two  night 
event.  There  were  a  multitude  of  Barrel  Racers  with  slack  being  run  on 
both  nights.  The  top  four  scores  went  to  Mackenzie  Johns,  Tess 
Duchenaux,  Boogie  Jumper  and  Holly  Johns. 

As  always,  Team  Roping  drew  the  most  contestants  with  several 
teams  running  slack.  When  the  dust  cleared  Josh  Jumper  and  Justin 


Gopher  were  the  leading  Headers  and  Hilliard  Gopher  and  Naha  Jumper 
bested  the  Heelers. 

Bull  Rider  Justin  Gopher  garnered  the  laurels  following  a  stu¬ 
pendous  ride  of  well  over  8  seconds.  Competing  against  him  were  Seth 
Randolph  on  Swamp  Rat  and  Dayne  Johns  on  Cowbell. 

Yearend  Qualifiers  to  represent  at  INFR:  Bareback:  Jeremy 
Shed;  Calf  Roping:  Wildcat  Naha  Jumper;  Women’s  Breakaway:  Boogie 
Jumper;  Barrel  Racing:  Boogie  Jumper;  Team  Roping:  Header  Justin 
Gopher  and  Heeler  Hilliard  Gopher;  Bull  Riding:  Seth  Randolph. 

EIRA  INFR  Qualifiers/Regional  Winners/Sudden  Death: 
Bareback:  Cody  Parker;  Steer  Wrestling:  Wildcat  Naha  Jumper;  Calf 
Roping:  Josh  Jumper;  Breakaway  Roping:  Trina  Bowers;  Team  Roping: 
Header  Justin  Gopher  and  Heeler  Wildcat  Naha  Jumper;  Barrel  Racing: 
Mackenzie  Johns;  Bull  Riding:  Justin  Gopher. 


isociation  £££ 

Champions: 
Bareback  Riding, 
Jeremy  Shed; 

Steer  Wrestling,  Sydney  Gore;  Calf 
Roping,  Wildcat  Naha  Jumper; 
Women’s  Breakaway,  Lizzie  Dixie; 
Barrel  Racing,  Boogie  Jumper;  Team 
Roping  Header,  Justin  Gopher;  Team 
Roping  Heeler,  Wildcat  Naha 
Jumper;  Bull  Riding,  Koty  Brugh. 

Tour  Qualifiers:  Lizzie 
Dixie,  Breakaway  Champion,  Justin 
Gopher,  Bull  Riding,  Koty  Brugh, 
Bull  Riding,  Tess  Duchenaux,  Barrel 
Racing,  Sydney  Gore,  Steer 
Wrestling 

Women’s  All  Around 
Champion:  Boogie  Jumper;  Men’s 
All  Around  Champion:  Josh  Jumper 


Mutton  Bustin’, 

Kirkland  Boney;  Pony 
Riding,  Andre  Jumper;  Calf  Riding, 
Jobe  Johns;  4-8  Barrels,  Ahnie 
Jumper;  9-12  Barrels,  Acealyn 
Youngblood;  13-18  Barrels,  Janae 
Braswell;  Steer  Riding,  Andre 
Jumper;  Jr.  Bull  Riding,  Billy  Foley; 
Jr.  Breakaway,  Jr.  Breakaway;  Jr. 
Bareback,  Jacoby  Johns;  50+ 
Breakaway,  Norman  Johns;  Boys  All 
Around,  Andre  Jumper;  Girls  All 
Around,  Sarah  Descheene. 

Reserve  Champions:  Mutton 
Bustin’,  Mark  Holmes;  Pony  Riding, 
Austin  Holmes;  Calf  Riding,  Dalton 
Koenes;  4-8  Barrels,  Jobe  Johns;  9- 
12  Barrels,  Malani  Perez;  13-18 


Barrels,  Taylor  Johns;  Steer  Riding, 
Brantley  Osceola;  Jr.  Bull  Riding, 
Cody  Motlow;  Jr.  Breakaway,  Josh 
Johns;  Jr.  Bareback,  Dayne  Johns; 
50+  Breakaway,  Billy  Joe  Johns. 

Sanctioned  Events: 


Champion:  Bareback 
Riding,  Cody  Parker;  Saddle  Bronc, 
Robert  Youngblood;  Steer  Wrestling, 
Wildcat  Naha  Jumper;  Calf  Roping, 
Josh  Jumper;  Women’s  Breakaway, 
Trina  Bowers;  Barrel  Racing,  Tess 
Duchenaux;  Team  Roping  Header, 
Josh  Jumper;  Team  Roping  Heeler, 
Hilliard  Gopher;  Bull  Riding,  Justin 


hands. 


Justin  Gopher,  the  2007  champion  Bull  Rider. 


Champion  Saddle  Bronc  Rider  Robert  Youngblood 
accepts  his  saddle  award. 


BC  Board  Representative  Cicero  Osceola  (R) 
congratulates  the  EIRA  members. 


Josh  Jumper  was  the  All  Around  Cowboy  for  the  2007 
EIRA  season. 


EIRA  Hosts  2007  Awards  Banquet 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BRIGHTON  —  Following  another  year  of  outstanding  rodeo 
competition,  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association  (EIRA)  held  its  2007 
Banquet  at  the  Brighton  Casino  on  Sept.  17.  The  room  was  decorated  in 
red  and  white,  with  floral  arrangements  in  log  containers  featuring 
Sunflowers  and  Black  Eyed  Susans.  Red  and  white  bandannas,  boots, 
hats  and  assorted  memorabilia  were  used  to  create  a  western  atmosphere. 

EIRA  President  Paul  Bowers  welcomed  the  association  mem¬ 
bers,  families  and  friends,  and  congratulated  them  on  a  fantastic  year  of 
sportsmanship  and  athletic  achievement. 

Following  an  invocation  by  Josh  Jumper,  the  group  enjoyed  a 
wonderful  buffet  prepared  by  the  Brighton  Casino  in  their  honor. 
Seminole  Rodeo  Queen  Heather  Peterson  thanked  everyone  for  their  sup¬ 
port  and  offered  complimentary  remarks  regarding  the  2007  season. 

An  awesome  video  presentation  provided  highlights  of  the  2007 
season  as  well  as  the  High  School  Rodeo  competition.  The  audience 
resounded  with  oohs  and  aahs  as  they  relived  moments  of  triumph,  close 
calls,  and  in  some  cases,  painful  memories  of  a  year  filled  with  fast 
paced  activities. 

Rounding  out  the  program  was  a  series  of  bloopers,  which 
brought  rounds  of  laughter  from  the  crowd.  Copies  of  the  presentation 
were  made  available  at  the  end  of  the  evening. 

Bowers  gave  a  brief  review  of  the  year’s  accomplishments  and 
congratulated  the  contestants  who  will  be  representing  the  EIRA  at  the 
Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  (INFR)  at  the  San 
Carlos  Reservation  in  Globe,  Ariz.,  in  October. 


irds  Banquet  sE- 

President  Richard 

Bowers,  who  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  a  previous  engagement  in 
Tennessee.  Acknowledging  the  accomplishments  of  the  past  year,  he 
wished  them  good  luck  at  the  INFR  and  a  safe  and  happy  new  season. 

Big  Cypress  Board  Representative  Cicero  Osceola  spoke  briefly 
about  the  previous  season  and  offered  his  best  wishes. 

Brighton  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith  pointed  out  that 
the  motto  of  the  EIRA  is  “The  Tradition  Continues.”  As  a  previous  bull 
rider,  he  recognizes  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  the  members  and 
looks  forward  to  watching  them  compete  at  San  Carlos  and  share  that 
tradition. 

Paul  Bowers,  Boogie  Jumper,  Lisa  Osceola  and  Lizzie  Dixie 
made  the  presentation  of  awards.  They  began  by  recognizing  Spook 
Whidden  and  Clint  Boney,  the  two  Marki  pickup  men,  whom  the  riders 
have  grown  to  depend  upon. 

“There  are  very  few  men  of  this  caliber  in  Florida  and  we  are 
fortunate  to  have  them,”  he  said.  “These  men  have  dedicated  themselves 
to  keeping  us  safe  and  we  are  grateful.” 

Two  beautiful  breast  collars  were  presented  on  their  behalf. 

Lisa  Osceola  asked  Monica  Mantilla,  Hard  Rock  Liaison,  to 
come  forward  to  receive  a  plaque  in  gratitude  for  her  assistance  in 
preparing  for  the  rodeo  that  took  place  inside  the  Hard  Rock. 

“This  was  a  very  difficult  task  and  under  her  guidance,  the  pres¬ 
entation  went  very  well,”  Osceola  said.  “We  plan  to  return  again  in  the 
upcoming  season  and  look  forward  to  placing  ourselves  in  her  capable 


Bullfighters,  Chris  “Weezel”  Forest  and  John  Copsey  received 
plaques  and  gift  bags  in  recognition  of  the  excellent  job  they  do  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  lives  of  the  contestants. 

“They  continually  place  their  lives  on  the  line  for  the  safety  of 
others  and  no  words  can  convey  our  gratitude,”  said  Lisa  Osceola. 

Speaking  on  their  behalf,  John  Copsey  emotionally  responded: 
“You  have  become  our  family  and  we  consider  it  a  privilege  to  work 
with  you  and  will  always  do  our  best  to  protect  you  as  family  care  for 
each  other.  Thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.” 

Special  recognition  was  given  to  Marty  Johns  of  the  Marki 
Rodeo  Company,  as  the  stock  contractor  for  the  events. 

Accepting  his  plaque,  he  said:  “Our  goal  is  to  provide  you  with 
the  best  possible  rodeo  stock  and  insure  the  safety  of  the  contestants.  I 
would  like  to  recognize  my  partner  in  Five  Star,  Paul  Bowers,  Jr.  He  has 
taken  a  lot  of  the  pressure  off  me  that  comes  with  caring  for  over  100 
animals,  handling  tons  of  feed,  transporting  and  preparing  for  these 
events.” 

Moses  Jumper  gave  a  brief  Seminole  history  with  cattle  and  the 
evolution  of  rodeo  events.  He  recalled  various  Tribal  elders  who  were 
instrumental  in  creating  this  legacy  for  the  current  generation. 

Congratulating  the  group,  Wonder  Johns  talked  about  the  role 
models  that  the  EIRA  members  have  become  in  the  community  and 
asked  God’s  blessing  for  them. 

During  the  awards  ceremony  that  followed,  saddles  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Champions  in  each  event  and  buckles  were  given  to  the 
Reserve  Champions.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  EIRA  came  forward 
to  personally  congratulate  each  winner. 


I  Non-Sanctioned 

Events : 


2007  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo  Association 
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On  Pines/Hollvwood  Blvd 

Maroone  >  W85&GS 
Chevrolet 


CONTACT  GIOVANNI  VARGAS 
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Tony  Rodriguez  954-557-6446 
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Seniors  Receive  Progress  Report  from  Housing  Dept 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  new 

Housing  Department  mission  states:  “To 
provide  quality,  affordable  homeownership 
and  rental  housing  opportunities  for  Tribal 
members  through  excellent  member  care 
and  disciplined  project  management;  and 
to  empower  Tribal  members  with  financial 
and  housing  knowledge  to  enhance  their 
quality  of  life.” 

On  Sept.  20  at  the  Senior  Center, 
the  Housing  Department  presented  an 
informative  and  comprehensive  progress 
report.  The  PowerPoint  presentation  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  list  of  changes,  services,  propos¬ 
als,  charts,  photos  of  employees  and  graph¬ 
ic  aerial  maps  to  showcase  the  progress 
and  vision  of  the  Housing  Department 
newly  expanded  efforts  to  meet  the  mis¬ 
sion  statement. 

Hollywood  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr., 
Housing  Director  Troland  V.  Clay  and 
other  various  housing  managers  took  the 
time  to  explain  the  different  projects  being 
proposed  or  completed  to  the  audience  of 
concerned  seniors. 

A  map  of  the  future  Hollywood 
Reservation  construction  areas  was  project¬ 
ed  on  a  big  screen  to  show  the  seniors 
where  the  new  construction  would  begin 
(see  Fig.  1A).  Another  aerial  image  of  the 
Hollywood  community  (Fig.  2A)  showed 
where  the  proposed  barricades  and  manned 
guardhouses  would  be  built. 

The  southbound  guardhouse,  to  be 
located  on  the  comer  of  Charleston  St.  and 
64th  Ave.,  was  indicated  on  the  map  by  a 
yellow  star.  The  northbound  guardhouse 
will  be  located  at  Atlanta  St.  and  64th  Ave. 
North  38th,  39th  and  40th  Streets  will  also 
have  guardhouses. 

The  seniors  asked  multiple  ques¬ 
tions  to  Housing  Department  managers 
about  the  implementation  and  security  pro¬ 
cedures.  There  was  much  concern  over 
how  they  would  get  through  these  new 


Housing  Director  Troland  V.  Clay  addresses  questions  posed  by  concerned  senior 
gathered  for  the  informative  presentation. 


security  barriers  that  are  proposed  for  con¬ 
struction  in  the  near  future. 

The  planning  and  development 
update  was  next  on  the  list  with  an  image 
chart  (see  Fig.  3A)  displaying  the  number 
of  housing  projects  currently  in  the  works. 
They  were  broken  down  by  type,  such  as 
renovations  and  new  construction,  and  by 
reservation,  with  a  grand  total  of  308  proj¬ 
ects  underway. 

Tribal  citizens  are  offered  new 
home  subsidies  by  the  Tribal  Council  for 
new  construction  of  homes  on  a  reserva¬ 
tion.  This  also  includes  the  Housing 
Department  paying  for  hurricane  resistant 
windows,  large  generators  and  site  utilities 
hookups  and  landscaping. 


Incidentally,  the  Hollywood 
Housing  Department  serviced  a  total  of 
1,585  work  orders  from  January  through 
September  2007  for  home  repairs  (see  Fig. 
4A).  These  work  orders  include  electrical, 
plumbing,  appliances  and  elder  assistance. 
A  neglected  or  intentionally  destroyed 
home  would  also  be  serviced  by  the 
department,  however,  the  homeowner  or 
renter  is  responsible  for  payment  of  those 
services. 

Homes  are  evaluated  professional¬ 
ly  to  determine  if  they  should  either  be 
repaired  or  replaced,  and  if  necessary,  tem¬ 
porary  emergency  housing  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  by  housing  services  for  Tribal  citizens. 
A  housing  services  specialist  will  assist  cit¬ 
izens  in  assessing  their  home’s  condition 
and  needs  for  processing  their  work 
requests. 

A  new  property  management  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  offering  services  as  well. 
These  maintenance  services  will  include, 
landscaping,  mowing,  fence  installation 
and  repairs.  Paving  of  driveways  and 
power  wash  and  painting  of  exterior  homes 
will  also  be  part  of  this  program. 

The  Tribal  Loan  Department  will 
also  provide  citizens  with  financial  educa¬ 
tion  workshops  about  becoming  a  home- 
owner,  dealing  with  credit  reports  and 
banking.  The  Loan  Department  will  con¬ 
duct  financial  assessments  for  members  as 
the  requests  are  made. 

Any  Tribal  citizens  with  a  home 
in  need  of  repair  should  contact  their  reser¬ 
vation’s  Housing  Department. 


Figure  2A,  Proposed  Hollywood  Gated  Reservation 


Submitted  by  Seminole  Housing 


Figure  1A,  Hollywood  Reservation 
Future  Housing 
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Figure  3A,  Tabulation  of  the  number  of  housing  projects  by  type. 
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Figure  4A,  Work  orders  processed  from  January  to  September  2007. 


Process  for  Housing  requests  to  the  final  inspection  and  closeout. 


CGMMEn.ClA.L-b  TltSlDENTIAL 

LICENSED  &  INSURED 

»C£ClSl40$S 


4210  S.  UNIVERSITY  DR.  *7 
DAVIE.  FL  J3328 
ft  E  Dm  an&UJLDE  Ri  L -COM 


STEVE  OSCEOLA 

CELL:  954-44B-02SG 

iAK:  9 76-7024 


ATTENTION: 


Press  (he  following  for  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Troll 
Press  2  for  BEo  Cypress  &  Immokalee 
Press  3  for  Briflluon,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

mis  number  Is  ml  la  He-. &p  m  is  I  im  Heuum  Da  rrlifciif  -  All  Dir  Saiurdiy  t  SbmIisj 


Request  for  Proposals  for  National  Native  American  Training  and  Technical  Assistance  Center 


The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing  Department  will  Proposals  shall  be  submitted  in  an  envelope/mailer  that  is  with  an  overview  of  the  federal  Low-Income  Housing  Tax  Credit 

receive  written  proposals  from  qualified  national  organizations  and  clearly  marked:  “Training  and  Technical  Assistance  Proposal  -  Do  program  and  show  methods  to  incorporate  the  program  into  Tribal 
entities  for  professional  services  to  plan  implement  and  manage  its  Not  Open,”  and  they  must  be  received  by  the  date/time  and  at  the  housing  development. 

National  Native  American  Training  and  Technical  Assistance  place  established  in  this  RFP  in  order  to  be  considered.  An  original 
Program. 


Section  3  -  Project  Schedule 

RFP  Issued  September  21 ,  2007 


This  project  involves  the  development  and  delivery  of  Seminole  Tribe’s  evaluation  team. 


and  four  copies  shall  be  included  in  each  submission  for  use  by  the  help  improve  all  aspects  of  the  maintenance  operation,  including  the 


Maintenance  Supervisors  Training:  This  course  would  Proposa|s  Due  by  4:00  p.m.  October  19,  2007 

\/p  all  acnpr.tc;  nf  thp  mainfpnanr.p  nnpratinn  inr.lnrlinn  tha 


training  courses  to  Tribes  and  Tribally  designated  housing  entities, 
the  goal  is  to  assist  them  in  carrying  out  their  affordable  housing 


best  use  of  maintenance  staff  time,  materials,  and  supplies. 

Methamphetamine  Awareness  Seminar:  This  course 


Section  2 -Scope  of  Work 

Board  of  Commissioners  Training:  This  course  would  would  provide  Indian  housing  professionals  with  information  to 
activities  that  are  funded  through  the  Native  American  Housing  introduce  Tribal  housing  boards/housing  committees  and/or  Tribal  address  the  impact  that  methamphetamine  has  had  on  Indian 

housing  programs.  This  course  would  also  introduce  important 


Assistance  and  Self-Determination  Act  of  1996.  In  addition  this  council  members  to  their  responsibilities  for  overseeing  their  housing 
project  will  deliver  technical  assistance  to  Native  American  Tribes  programs. 


safety  considerations  when  confronted  with  methamphetamine 
Construction  Contract  Documents  Orientation:  This  manufacturing. 

Pathways  Home:  A  Native  Homeownership  Guide: 

The  Train-the-Trainer  Course  would  provide  housing  staff  the 
Credit  Counseling:  Using  culturally  specific  curriculum,  training  techniques  needed  to  present  mortgage-based 


through  various  methods  and  means. 

Preference  will  be  given  to  Native  American  organizations  course  would  provide  an  orientation  to  Model  Construction  Contract 
and  entities.  The  work  to  be  performed  under  this  contract  is  subject  Documents, 
to  Section  7(b)  of  the  Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education 

Assistance  Act  (25  USC  450e).  Section  7(b)  requires,  to  the  greatest  this  course  would  be  designed  to  introduce  the  basic  elements  of  homeownership  concepts  to  members  of  their  communities, 
extent  feasible,  that  preference  and  opportunities  for  training  and  credit,  credit  repair  techniques  and  the  importance  of  good  credit  for  Pathways  Home  Course  for  Homebuyer  Families:  The 

employment  shall  be  given  to  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives;  new  home  ownership  in  Indian  Country. 


and  preference  in  the  awarding  of  contracts  and  subcontracts  shall 
be  given  to  American  Indian/Alaska  Native-owned  enterprises. 

Proposals  will  be  accepted  until  4  p.m.  EST,  on  Oct.  19. 
Proposal  packages,  including  the  selection  criteria,  are  available  to 
interested  parties  upon  request. 

For  a  complete  proposal  package,  please  contact: 


‘Participant”  course  would  provide  families  with  the  basics  of 
Crime-Free  Housing:  This  course  would  provide  mortgage-based  homeownership  concepts  as  applied  in  their 
techniques  to  effectively  deal  with  the  criminal  elements  in  Tribal  community. 


neighborhoods  and  impacted  the  Tribal  housing  investment. 

Developing  Alternative  Energy  Sources  for  Tribal 


Payroll  Management  Training:  This  course  would 
provide  a  basic  working  knowledge  of  the  applicable  requirements 


Housing  and  Communities:  This  course  would  educate  Tribal  for  payroll  taxes  and  reporting  as  prescribed  by  the  Internal  Revenue 


housing  leaders  to  develop  plans  for  future  affordable 


Troland  V.  Clay,  Director,  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing  housing  projects  that  take  into  consideration  the 


“green,”  or  environmentally-friendly,  aspect 
of  development  while  reducing  energy 


factors. 


environmental 

Disaster 


Department,  6300  Stirling  Road,  Hollywood,  FL  33024;  Telephone: 

(954)  966-6300;  e-mail:  troyclay@semtribe.com. 

A  contract  award  for  these  services  will  be  made  in  costs.  This  course  would  also 

accordance  with  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  procurement  policy  and  will  be  cover  how  to  design  and  build 

based  on  the  selection  criteria,  as  identified  in  this  RFP,  from  healthy  Tribal  communities 
qualified,  responsive,  and  responsible  individuals  and  firms.  The  including  the  integration  of 
work  to  be  performed  under  this  contract  is  subject  to  Section  7(b)  of  physical,  social,  health, 
the  Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education  Assistance  Act  (25  and 
USC  450e).  '  ' 

Section  7(b)  requires,  to  the  greatest  extent  feasible,  that: 

Preference  and  opportunities  for  training  and  employment  shall  be 
given  to  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives;  and  Preference  in  the  Training:  Thi 
award  of  contracts  and  subcontracts  shall  be  given  to  American  course  woulc 
Indian/Alaska  Native-owned  enterprises.  provide 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing  Department  will  participants  with 
seek  the  services  of  a  nationally  recognized  Indian  housing  the  information 

organization  that  has  as  its  primary  mission  and  focus  the  needed  to 

development  of  training  and  technical  assistance  on  behalf  of  address  regional 

American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  who  participate  in  the  Indian  hazards  and 
Housing  Block  Grant  Program  under  the  auspices  of  the  Native  potential 
American  Housing  Assistance  and  Self-Determination  Act  disasters  in  ordei 
(NAHASDA).  to  develop 

The  successful  respondent  for  this  proposal  must  " 


Service  and  the  Social  Security  Administration. 

Policy  Development  Workshop: 
This  course  would  provide  Indian  Housing 
Block  Grant  (IHBG)  recipients  an 
opportunity  to  develop  beneficial 
policies  and  procedures  and 
how  to  put  new  policies  into 
practice. 


demonstrate  expertise  and  experience  with  NAHASDA  programs,  as  Preparedness  Plan, 
well  as  a  working  knowledge  of  the  provisions  of  the  1937  Housing  Executive 

Act,  and  a  history  of  Native  American  housing  training  and  technical  Directors  Training: 
assistance  on  a  national  level.  Section  2  -  Scope  of  Work  provides  This  course  would  offer 
a  full  description  of  proposed  activities  under  this  request  for  assistance  to  new  housing 
proposal. 

Section  1  -  Proposal  Format 

Respondents  are  to  submit  information  addressing  each  NAHASDA  program  requirements, 
of  the  following  items  in  the  order  listed  to  facilitate  the  review  eligibility,  general  management,  and 
process: 

Cover  Letter:  A  cover  letter  submitted  on  company  housing  program, 
letterhead  not  to  exceed  two  pages  no  less  than  size  10  font  and  no 
greater  than  size  12. 


Executive  Directors 
cover  the  basic  concepts  of 


program  management  for  the  Tribal 


Predatory 
Lending:  This  course 
would  provide 
students  with  the 
knowledge 
necessary  to 
safeguard 
themselves 
against  the 
aggressive  and 
deceptive 
practices  used 
to  get  people  to 
agree  to 
excessive  fees, 
points,  interest 
rates,  pre-payment 
penalties,  and 
adjustable  rate  loans. 
This  course  would  also 
provide  information  on 
how  to  stop  the  broad 
range  of  predatory  lending 
institutions  from  taking 
advantage  of  our  community  and 
result  in  poor  credit  that  restricts  new 
homeownership. 

Protecting  Your  Financial  Assets 

Financial  Management:  This  course  through  Home  Maintenance:  One  of  the 

would  provide  basic  information  to  Tribal  citizens  regarding  good  requirements  of  NAHASDA  is  to  ensure  that  units  built  with  1937 


Resumes:  A  resume  submitted  for  each  individual  (key  sound  financial  practices,  including  financial  planning,  investments,  Housing  Act  funds  are  maintained.  This  course  would  educate  both 


personnel)  who  will  be  working  on  or  overseeing  this  project. 

Experience  with  the  Indian  Housing  Industry: 


description  of  the  relevant  experience  the  organization/entity,  its  homeownership  could  be  the  basis  for  financial  security. 


retirement  accounts,  mortgage  lending,  and  business  opportunities,  current  and  future  homeowners  on  basic  home  maintenance 
This  course  would  demonstrate  how  personal  assets  through  techniques. 


Records  and  Information  Management  Training:  This 


Fire  Safety  Programs:  This  course  would  provide  course  would  provide  the  essentials  for  retention  and  protection  of 

information  on  how  to  protect  the  Tribal  housing  investment  and  an  organization’s  records,  and  will  also  contribute  to  efficient 

References:  References  shall  be  provided  that  demonstrate  the  “Hazard  House,”  which  was  developed  by  the  operations  by  reducing  the  number  of  records  retained  in  office  files, 

demonstrate  the  organization/entity  is  capable  of  providing  training  Safety  Services  Team  of  AMERIND.  Self-Monitoring  Training:  This  course  would  cover  Self- 

and  technical  assistance  on  a  regional-national  level.  Grant  Writing  Training:  This  course  would  give  Monitoring  as  required  by  NAHSADA  and  would  be  designed  to 

Timetable  for  Delivering  Services:  Provide  an  participants  a  hands-on  approach  to  the  grant  writing  process  and  assist  Indian  Housing  Block  Grant  (IHBG)  recipients  in  developing 

affirmation  of  your  ability  to  meet  or  exceed  the  proposed  timeline  improve  success  on  leveraging  additional  housing  funds.  an  effective  program  to  monitor  their  activities  and  those  of  their  sub- 

(see  Section  3).  Hands-On  Maintenance  Training:  This  workshop  would  recipients. 

Proposed  Work  Plan:  A  proposed  work  plan  and/or  teach  participants  the  techniques  used  in  the  re-pining  of  tumbler  Tribal  Emergency  Response  Teams:  This  course  would 

methodology  on  how  training  and  technical  assistance  will  be  locks  as  well  as  how  to  solve  common  electrical  and  plumbing  train  Tribal  housing  staff  how  to  establish  and  participate  in  a  Tribal 

delivered.  problems.  Emergency  Response  Team  (TERT).  This  course  would  also  provide 

Cost  Proposal:  A  detailed  breakdown  of  costs  HAZWOPER  (Methamphetamine  Cleanup)  Training:  information  about  non-emergency  functions  that  can  be  performed  to 

associated  with  this  project,  breaking  out  labor,  materials,  travel  and  This  course  would  educate  and  certify  Tribal/TDHE  employees  who  help  improve  safety  within  their  communities  and  also  protect  the 

other  related  costs.  deal  with  the  cleanup  of  housing  units  that  have  been  used  as  Tribe’s  housing  investment. 

Proof  of  Eligibility  for  Indian  Preference:  If  eligible  for  methamphetamine  labs.  This  course  would  assist  in  satisfying  the  Vacant  Units  and  Vandalism:  This  course  would  provide 

Native  preference,  provide  a  statement  with  documentation  of  Native  training  requirement  of  the  Hazardous  Waste  Operations  and  basic  information  on  the  impact  of  vacant  units  and  vandalism  has 

preference  declaring  that  the  respondent  is  an  American  Emergency  Response  (HAZWOPER)  rule,  found  in  Title  29  of  the  on  their  housing  program.  This  course  would  also  provide  strategies 

Indian/Alaska  Native  organization/entity.  If  not  eligible  for  Native  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  Part  1910.120.  on  how  to  overcome  obstacles  and  get  these  units  repaired  and  back 

Housing  Inspection  Training:  This  course  would  cover  in  service  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  housing. 

II  aspects  of  housing  inspections  for  existing  units.  Participants  Warehouse  Management  Training:  This  course  would 


preference,  state  “Not  Eligible  for  Native  Preference. 

Respondents  shall  provide  sufficient  detail  to  facilitate  the 
evaluation  of  all  factors  included  in  the  Evaluation  Criteria.  Failure  to  would  learn  how  to  conduct  a  proper  inspection,  as  well  as  how  to  cover  the  importance  of  Tribal  housing  inventory  controls  and 
provide  these  items  will  result  in  the  proposal  being  considered  non-  recommend  appropriate  repairs. 


responsive.  Additionally,  failure  to  provide  sufficient  information  for 
the  evaluation  criteria  will  result  in  a  loss  of  points. 


Low-Income  Housing  Tax  Credit  Compliance 
Training:  This  course  would  provide  Indian  Housing  professionals 


Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing  Department 


fVjrTrihvl  Member*, 

Tin#  Housing  LVp.mirittiJ  is  her*  1u  you  wjth  iru-rUng  you#  housing  goaK  Tribal  Council  undorstjnib 

I  ha  I  some  of  you  coEistnKtrd  your  own  homos  jwd  moved  into  ihonn  duiLng  thr  lormi  vrarr  ivtulr  tho  now  ^ 
Housing  Pepartnvnl  wo*  tving  reorganized  Thewforo,  Tribal  GouneU  ippi#v*d  miking  a  limited 
miojh-tlvo  subriefy  pavnuTit  tar  hwn#*  that  TtiImI  Menibvn  i biu&ik  h?d  IlsemscJvo  and  mcnml  Inn*  in  fiscal 
your  2i»7 

[n  ureter  ta  Twrivi#  this  payment  you  must  haw. 

*  CunsUniCEcd.  your  primary  hub*#  (os.  opposed  Lo  a  sroundaiy  berm*’)  on  nn#  of  llv  Tribal 
dvsorv Jtio«v and  rcvoivtt I  a  coilifieato  of  occupancy  during  fiwat  year  S&07  (drbnber  - 
ReptirmJwr  2007]. 

*  Constructed  your  hunk#  Without  any  iAsulanco  ^rartuding  the  dnwn  payment  dSSindrkv)  from  the 
Tribal  Homing  Ckipar Lment  or  other  subsidy  irotn  like  Tribe.  Any  down  payment  ass istanc (■ 
provided  will  hr  const  dared  part  ui  the  MtronKtlvc  substdv.  Iho  n-traoettve  subside  will  be  uml 
to  buy  down  the  existing  mortgage 

*  Constructed  your  home  m  Tribal  Building  Codes;  und 

■  in  the  case.'  of  replacement  of  an  old  demolished  EjniW  with  a  new  one.  provide  on  Inspection  nr 
other  evidence  that  it  was  more  feasible  In  replace  tin*  hOfTW  rather  thin  rehabilitate  |L 

II  you  ain't  these  conditions  or  have  any  qua*  buna  about  them,  please  runlarl  your  Regional  Housing  Service 
Manager  aS  follows: 

Hollywood  and  Trail  I  ori  Milano  Ny|,of,i>^yOt!  est.  1731 

Brighton,  l  amps  and  Fort  Pkrtc,  Jamie  I  ou  dbcar-lVayka  Li0l-bH7-2tNf 

Big  Cypress  and  ImmokAkif,  IVUlt  Smith  ext, 

Aim.  please  don't  himtaie  to  call  me  any  How  with  your  bousing  goals  and  mggeftiEnH, 
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efficient  warehouse  operations  as  part  of  a  well-run  asset 
management  program. 

Technical  Assistance:  This  service  would  be  provided  at 
the  request  of  Tribes  or  TDHEs,  either  on-site,  via  telephone,  fax,  or 
e-mail.  Areas  may  include:  The  fundamentals  of  Indian  housing 
management  and  financial  accountability;  Preparation  of  operating 
budgets,  review  of  staffing  and  personnel  policies,  and 
organizational  structure;  Assessments  of  financial  management  and 
control  functions  including  bookkeeping,  computers,  and  computer 
software;  Preparing  Indian  Housing  Plans  and  Annual  Performance 
Reports;  and  Developing  or  revising  program  policies. 

Scholarship  Program:  This  service  would  include 
soliciting  scholarship  applicants  and  administering  a  scholarship 
program  for  Tribal  housing  professionals  to  attend  training  courses. 

Other  Training  and  Technical  Assistance:  Other 
training  and  technical  assistance  will  be  discussed  as  part  of  the 
planning  phase  of  the  project,  to  ensure  coverage  of  all  topics 
applicable  to  Native  American  housing  and  community  development. 


Proposal  Reviewed  &  Negotiated  with  Preferred  Respondent 
October  24,  2007 

Contract  Awarded  November  23,  2007 

Successful  Respondent  Begins  Delivery  of  Training  and  Technical 
Assistance  January  1,  2007 

Contract  Ends  December  31 ,  2009 

Section  4  -  Evaluation  Criteria 

Proposals  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  Housing  Department,  who  will  determine  the  most 
responsive  proposal  based  on  the  accumulation  of  the  highest 
number  of  points  from  the  following  criteria: 

Area  to  be  Evaluated  Maximum  Points 

A  Cover  Letter.  Was  a  cover  letter  submitted  on  company 

letterhead? 

Yes  =  05  Points 
No  =  00  Points  05 

B  Resumes.  Was  a  resume  submitted  for  each  of  the  key 
personnel  who  will  be  working  on  or  overseeing  the  project? 

Yes  =10  Points 
No  =  00  Points  10 

C  Experience  with  the  Indian  Housing  Industry. 

Relevant  and  collective  experience  of  organization,  its  principals  and 
assigned  staff  has  with  providing  training  and  technical  assistance 
as  outlined  in  the  RFP. 

30+  years  =  20  Points 
20  -29  years  =  15  Points 
9 -19  years  =  10  Points 
1  -  8  years  =  05  Points 
Less  than  1  year  =  00  Points  20 

D  References/Letters  of  Recommendation.  Did 

respondent  provide  references/  letters  of  recommendation  to  provide 
training  and  technical  assistance? 

Yes  (3+  References/Recommendations)  =  10  Points 
Yes  (2  References/Recommendations)  =  05  Points 
Yes  (1  Reference  /Recommendation  )  =  02  Points 
No  =  00  Points  10 

E  Timetable  for  Completion  of  Project.  Did  respondent 

indicate  ability  to  meet  the  stipulated  timeline  for  the  project? 

Yes  =10  Points 
No  =  00  Points  10 

F  Proposed  Work  Plan.  The  proposed  work  plan  and/or 

methodology  on  how  training  and  technical  assistance  will  be 
delivered?  A  scale  of  1-10  will  be  used  based  on  the  contents  of  the 
work  plan,  methodology  to  be  employed,  level  of  detail,  etc. 

10 

G  Cost  Proposal.  Points  for  relevant  costs  will  be  based 
upon  a  ranking  of  the  proposals  received. 

Lowest  Cost  =  25  Points 
Second  Lowest  Cost  =  20  Points 
Third  Lowest  Cost  =15  Points 
Fourth  Lowest  Cost  =10  Points 
All  others  =  05  Points  25 
H  Proof  of  Eligibility  for  Indian  Preference 

Yes -Eligible  =10  Points 
No  -  Ineligible  =  00  Points  10 

Total  Points  100 

Negotiation  with  the  preferred  respondent  and  contract 
award  shall  be  made  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and 
is  subject  to  the  negotiation  of  fair  and  reasonable  compensation  in 
accordance  with  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  Procurement  Policies  and 
Procedures. 

All  proposals  received  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  “best” 
offer;  however,  the  Seminole  Tribe  may  elect  to  conduct  negotiations 
with  respondents  in  the  competitive  range,  based  on  the  evaluation 
criteria  noted  above,  to  seek  a  best  and  final  offer  if  such  action  is 
deemed  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Tribe. 

Section  5  -  Disputes 

Respondents  may  submit  a  letter  of  dispute  to  the 
Housing  Director  at  the  aforementioned  address  within  30  calendar 
days  from  either  of  the  date  the  Tribe  begins  negotiating  a  proposal 
or  proposals.  Dispute  received  by  any  method  other  than  certified 
letter  to  the  Housing  Director  or  received  after  this  30  day  period 
shall  not  be  accepted. 

Section  6  -  Inquiries 

Potential  respondents  should  carefully  review  this  RFP 
for  defects  and  questionable  or  objectionable  material.  Questions 
concerning  defects  and  questionable  or  objectionable  material  must 
be  delivered  in  writing  via  email.  All  questions  will  be  answered  in 
writing  via  email  with  responses  being  provided  to  each  party 
registered  with  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Housing  Department  as 
having  requested  and  received  an  RFP  for  this  solicitation.  If 
determined  necessary  by  the  Tribe,  the  RFP  may  be  revised, 
including  an  extension  of  the  submittal  deadline  by  addenda,  which 
will  be  emailed  to  every  party  that  requested  and  received  an  RFP 
for  this  solicitation. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  reserves  the  right  to  accept 
or  reject  any  proposal  or  any  part  thereof,  negotiate  any  proposal  or 
any  part  thereof,  negotiate  with  more  than  one  respondent,  and 
otherwise  accept,  reject  or  deny  any  proposals  which  is  determined 
by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  to  be  in  its  best  interests. 

Proposals  are  not  officially  accepted  until  a  contract  has 
been  approved  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Tribal  Council 
following  the  review  of  its  legal  counsel.  Any  verbal,  written  or  other 
communication  shall  not  be  considered  binding  without  a  written 
contract  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Tribal  Council. 


Making  the  Home  a 
Healthier,  Safer  Place  to  Live 


By  Patrick  Peck,  REHS,  MA,  Environmental 
Health  Program  Manager 

Tribal  citizens  might  have  noticed  what 
seems  to  be  new  home  construction  on  every  comer 
of  their  reservation.  The  Seminole  Tribe  is  indeed 
experiencing  a  housing  construction  boom,  and 
these  newer  homes  are  being  built  using  the  most 
up-to-date  construction  standards  and  building 
codes. 

However,  the  real  question  is:  Will  the 
larger  homes  translate  to  less  clutter,  safety  hazards, 
mold,  and  infestation  for  its  residents?  Not 
necessarily  so. 

Like  the  human  body,  a  home  is  only  as 
healthy  as  it’s  treated  and  maintained.  As  residents 
spend  a  good  portion  of  their  days  and  nights 
indoors,  it  is  imperative  to  keep  our  indoor  living 
environment  as  clean  and  safe  as  possible. 

A  healthy  home  is  a  home  designed, 
constructed,  maintained,  or  rehabilitated  in  a  manner 
that  supports  the  health  of  residents.  The  concept  of 
healthier  housing  is  receiving  considerable  attention 
from  public  health  and  housing  communities 
throughout  the  country  and  especially  in  Native 
American  communities.  A  growing  body  of 
evidence  links  housing  conditions  to  health 
outcomes  such  as  asthma,  lung  cancer  and 
unintentional  injuries. 

There  are  more  than  six  million 
substandard  housing  units  nationwide.  Addressing 
the  health  hazards  in  these  substandard  units 


presents  a  significant  opportunity  to  improve  public 
health.  Creating  healthier  housing  promotes  the 
growth  and  development  of  our  children  and  can 
save  lots  of  money  in  health  care  costs. 

Any  home  can  have  health  hazards,  no 
matter  how  new  and  expensive  it  may  be.  All 
residents  face  natural  and  man-made  hazards  in  their 
homes.  For  example,  the  presence  of  dust  mites  in 
mattresses  and  pillow  covers  as  well  as  cockroaches 
and  other  pests  are  responsible  for  many  asthma  and 
allergy  cases. 

Also,  the  presence  of  tobacco  smoke, 
carbon  monoxide  and  radon  also  adversely  impact 
indoor  air  quality.  Household  chemicals  and 
solvents  not  only  present  a  potential  ingestion 
hazard  hut  can  also  be  toxic  through  inhalation.  In 
Florida  especially,  proper  ventilation,  temperature 
and  humidity  levels  inside  homes  are  essential  in 
maintaining  mold  and  moisture  control. 

Ultimately,  the  actions  of  the  residents  are 
the  foremost  indicator  as  to  the  health  of  the  home. 
Just  like  the  human  body,  what  each  person  does 
with  their  home  and  how  they  treat  it  has  a  direct 
affect  on  their  physical  and  emotional  well  being. 

Any  Tribal  citizen  who  suspects  or 
experiences  any  unresolved  problems  with  their 
home,  be  it  structural  or  environmental,  bring  it  to 
the  attention  of  your  local  Housing  or 
Environmental  Health  Department  offices  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrF 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


28 


October  12,  2007 


Vi 


-cEiaJKE  $1  MILLION 

jjf>P  :%f$!  I  AT  SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO 
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TAKE  IT  OR  TRADE  IT  - 
$1  MILLION  GAME  SHOW 
TUESDAYS  AND  THURSDAYS 
2PM  &  8PM 

51  MILLION  GRAND  FINALE 
OCTOBER  27  AT  6PM 

YOUR  CHANCE  TO  WIN  A 
2007  BENTLEY  CONTINENTAL 

$20,000  WEEKLY  GRAND  PRIZE  GUARANTEED 
EVERY  SUNDAY  IN  OCTOBER 

ROCK  THE  GAME  - 
SWIPE  &  SCORE 

EVERY  MONDAY  NIGHT  WIN  CASH,  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY 
OR  COn.  PRIZES! 

5PM -10PM 

52  0  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY. 
WHEN  YOU  SIGN  UP  FOR  A 
FREE  PLAYERS  CLUB  CARD, 

FOR  NEW  CLUB  MEMBERS.  NO  PREVIOUS  PLAY  REQUIRED. 
SEE  PLAYERS  CLUB  FOR  DETAILS. 


HOLLYWOOD.  FL 
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Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino 
Sweeps  Region  in  Awards 

Strictly  Slots  Magazine  Names  Best  of Slots  Awards  for  2007 


Submitted  by  Bitner  Goodman  PR 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Strictly  Slots  magazine 
editors  recently  announced  the  2007  Best  of  Slot 
Awards,  based  on  reader  response.  The  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  secured  First  Place  Best  Overall 
Hotel  Casino,  Best  Overall  Casino  and  Best  Overall 
Hotel,  among  27  other  first  place  awards  and  one  sec¬ 
ond  place  award. 

The  2007  “Best  of  Slots”  readers’  survey  will 
be  published  in  the  October  issue  of  Strictly  Slots. 
Readers  of  Strictly  Slots  cast  their  votes  for  their 
favorite  casinos  in  dozens  of  categories. 

Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  swept 
the  Native  American  southern  region  in  nearly  all  cat¬ 
egories  for  gaming,  hotel,  casino  and  dining. 

On  the  gaming  side,  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
garnered  first  place  for  categories  including  Best 
Overall  Casino,  Casino  Most  Frequented,  Best  Video 
Slots,  Luckiest  Casino,  Best  Penny  Slots,  Best  Nickel 
Slots,  Best  Quarter  Slots,  Best  Dollar  Slots,  Best  $5+ 
Slots,  Best  Casino  Theme,  Best  Variety  of  Slots,  Best 
High-End  Slot  Area,  Best  Slot  Service,  Fastest  Hand 
Pays,  Best  Slot  Hosts,  Best  Slot  Club,  Best  Comps, 
Best  Slot  Club  Promotions  and  Best  Direct  Mail.  On 
the  hospitality  side,  recognitions  include  Best  Overall 
Hotel  &  Casino,  Best  Overall  Hotel,  Best  Cocktail 
Service,  Best  Players  Lounge,  and  Best  Hotel  Rooms. 
Other  property-wide  designations  include  Best 
Entertainment.  Contour  Spa  was  named  Best  Spa  and 
Seminole  Paradise  as  Best  Shopping  Retail  District. 
Council  Oak  received  recognition  as  Best  Steakhouse, 
Blue  Plate  for  Best  Coffee  Shop  and  Center  Bar  for 
Best  Bar/Lounge.  Murphy’s  Law  in  Seminole  Paradise 
received  a  second-place  award  as  Best  Bar/Lounge. 

The  “Best  of  Gaming”  and  “Best  of  Slots” 
readers’  surveys  are  compiled  annually  by  ballots 
available  in  both  Strictly  Slots  and  Casino  Player  and 
mailed  to  subscribers.  Responses  are  tallied  in  more 
than  a  dozen  different  regions  around  the  country.  This 
year,  thousands  of  reader  responses  from  around  the 
country  were  received.  Strictly  Slots  magazine’s  “Best 
of  Slots”  survey,  now  in  its  seventh  year,  is  widely 
considered  the  consumer  standard  by  which  the  indus¬ 
try  is  measured. 

“Gaming  may  be  expanding  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  South  Florida’s  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hollywood  remains  in  a  category  of  its  own,  with  an 
incredible  array  of  amenities  and  a  slot  product  as  var¬ 
ied  and  innovative  as  any  in  Las  Vegas  or  Atlantic 
City.  We  never  fail  to  be  impressed  by  its  consistency 
and  upscale  panache.  It’s  truly  a  stunner.”  said  Adam 
Fine,  Strictly  Slots  magazine’s  editor-in-chief. 

According  to  Michael  Bloom,  president  of 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino,  the  recogni¬ 
tion  and  gaming  categories  swept  by  the  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  reinforces  the  property’s  designation  as  a 
regional  leader  in  the  gaming  industry. 

“We  strive  to  provide  an  exceptional  gaming 
product  for  our  guests.  The  readers  spoke,  and  we’re 
elated  with  the  responses,”  said  Bloom. 

Strictly  Slots  is  the  nation’s  only  consumer 
gaming  magazine  dedicated  exclusively  to  slot  and 
video  poker  players.  Now  in  its  ninth  year,  Strictly 


Slots  is  widely  known  as  the  slot  player’s  bible.  Sister 
publication,  Casino  Player,  highlighting  the  Best  of 
Gaming  around  the  country,  celebrates  its  20th 
anniversary  in  2008. 


BEST  OF  SLOT  AWARDS  2007 


HOLLYWOOD,  Fl 


First  Place 

Best  Overall  Hotel  Casino 
Best  Overall  Casino 
Casino  Most  Frequented 
Best  Video  Slots 
Luckiest  Casino 
Best  Penny  Slots 
Best  Nickel  Slots 
Best  Quarter  Slots 
Best  Dollar  Slots 
Best  $5+  Slots 
Best  Casino  Theme 
Best  Variety  of  Slots 
Best  High-End  Slot  Area 
Best  Slot  Service 
Fastest  Hand  Pays 
Best  Slot  Hosts 
Best  Cocktail  Service 
Best  Slot  Club 
Best  Comps 

Best  Slot  Club  Promotions 
Best  Direct  Mail 
Best  Players  Lounge 
Best  Overall  Hotel 
Best  Hotel  Rooms 
Best  Entertainment 
Best  Steakhouse:  Council  Oak 
Best  Coffee  Shop:  Blue  Plate 
Best  Bar/Lounge:  Center  Bar 
Best  Shopping:  Retail  District 
Best  Spa:  Contour  Spa 

Second  Place 

Best  Bar/Lounge:  Murphy’s  Law,  Seminole 
Paradise 


High  Performance  Auto  Auctioneer 
Announces  New  Pit  Stop 

Russo  and  Steele  Auction  Comes  to  Hollywood  Hard  Rock 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOL¬ 
LYWOOD— At 

a  press  confer¬ 
ence  on  Sept.  26 
at  the  Hard  Rock, 

Russo  and  Steele 
Collector 
Automobile 
Auctions  Owner 
Drew  Alcazar 
announced  their 
newest  and  only 
east  coast  auction 
in  the  U.S. 

The 

three  day  auction 
event,  to  be  held 
March  27-29, 

2008,  at  the 
Hollywood 
Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  & 

Casino,  will  fea¬ 
ture  “more  than  150  highly  collectible  prestigious 
European  sports,  American  muscle,  hot  rods  and  cus¬ 
toms  for  sale,”  according  to  mssoandsteele.com.  The 
event  festivities  will  kick  off  with  a  dinner  party 


extravaganza,  followed  by  two  evenings  of  a  unique 
automobile  auctioneering  experience. 

To  get  the  public  excited  for  the  auction 
event,  Russo  and  Steele  brought  with  them  an  impres¬ 
sive  and  rare  red  Ford  GT  with  white 
racing  stripes,  valued  at  about 
$150,000. 

“After  receiving  numerous 
requests  from  clients  to  bring  the 
unique  car  buying  experience  and  stel¬ 
lar  selection  of  collector  automobiles 
to  the  east  coast,  expanding  the  show 
into  Florida  was  the  next  step  for 
Russo  and  Steele,”  said  Alcazar. 

Russo  and  Steele  host  only 
two  auctions  annually,  one  in 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.  in  January,  and  the 
other  in  Monterey,  Calif,  in  August. 

Michael  Bloom,  president  of 
the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  said:  “Russo  and  Steele 
Collector  Automobile  Auctions  are 
renowned  for  their  fine  selections  of 
automobiles.  As  an  entertainment  des¬ 
tination,  quality  and  service  are  vital 
to  our  success.  With  Russo  and 
Steele’s  proven  track  record  and 
exceptional  standards,  we  foresee  this 
as  being  a  mutually  beneficial  partner¬ 
ship.” 

For  more  information  on 
Russo  and  Steele’s  Florida  auction, 
please  visit  www.mssoandsteele.com. 


Felix  DoBosz 


(L-R)  Russo  and  Steele  Owner  Drew  Alcazar  and  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  President  Mike  Bloom. 
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Coconut  Creek  Casino’s  Fresh  Harvest 
Restaurant  Aids  Workers  on  Hectic  Day 

Casino  Assists  with  Feeding  Apartment  Explosion 
Victims,  1-95  Airplane  Crash  Emergency  Workers 


(L-R)  Pastry  Chef  David  Gomez,  General  Manager  Steve  Bonner, 
Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Executive 
Chef  Francois  Ternes,  Restaurant  Supervisor  Daniel  Ditzel,  Lead 
Steward  Art  Chambers,  Sous  Chef  Carlos  Torres  and  Restaurant 
Manager  Tariff  Albakry. 


Submitted  by  Bitner 
Goodman  PR 

COCONUT  CREEK, 

Fla.  —  Fresh  Harvest,  the  new 
restaurant  at  Seminole  Casino 
Coconut  Creek,  rapidly  mobi¬ 
lized  with  freshly  cooked  food 
and  volunteers  to  feed  families 
in  need  made  homeless  from  a 
fierce  explosion  and  fire  at 
Deerfield  East  Apartments. 

Chef  Francois  Temes 
and  his  staff  hurried  into  action 
the  day  after  the  blast  on  Sept. 

20  while  General  Manager 
Steve  Bonner  asked  for  volun¬ 
teers  from  his  casino  staff. 

On  Sept.  21,  Broward 
Red  Cross  case  workers  were 
assessing  the  needs  of  approxi¬ 
mately  40  people  at  the 
Northeast  Focal  Point  Senior 
Services  Center  in  Deerfield 
Beach,  Fla.  Many  had  lost 
everything  they  owned.  But 
dinner  was  one  basic  need  they 
didn’t  have  to  worry  about 
because  Fresh  Harvest  had  pre¬ 
pared  and  delivered  more  than 
enough  food.  In  fact,  about  80  of  the  125 
homeless  had  been  placed  in  housing  just 
hours  earlier. 

So  the  Red  Cross  delivered  the 
remaining  hot  meals  to  dozens  of  rescue 
workers  responding  to  a  late  afternoon 
cargo  plane  crash  in  Fort  Lauderdale  that 
tied  up  traffic  on  1-95  for  hours. 

The  menu  included  wood-grilled 
lemon-thyme  chicken  breast,  Chimichurri 
grilled  flank  steak,  beef  short  ribs  with 
Cabernet  reduction  and  Shiitake  mush¬ 
rooms,  Yukon  Gold  mashed  potatoes,  grilled 
Balsamic-infused  seasonal  vegetables,  and 
for  the  children,  macaroni  and  cheese  and 
hot  dogs,  with  dessert  to  follow. 

“We  were  happy  to  make  the  day 
just  a  little  brighter  for  these  unfortunate 
victims  from  the  Deerfield  East  Apartments, 
which  isn’t  too  far  from  our  casino,”  stated  Bonner. 
“Since  there  were  fewer  people  left  at  the  senior 
center  than  the  Red  Cross  had  anticipated,  we 
thought  the  Red  Cross  had  a  great  idea  when  they 
suggested  the  remaining  meals  be  sent  down  to  the 
plane  crash  for  on-duty  firefighters,  police,  Florida 


Department  of  Transportation  workers  and  other 
emergency  responders.” 

Before  the  Red  Cross  vehicle  left  the 
Northeast  Focal  Point  Senior  Services  Center  for 
the  crash  site,  an  emergency  worker  at  the  crash 
site  called  to  ask:  “When’s  the  food  coming?  We’re 
really  hungry  down  here!” 
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Happy  Birthdays 


Congratulations 


We  want 
to  welcome  our 
new  baby  boy 
Jayden  Lee 
Garza,  Panther 
Clan,  to  our  family 
and  to  this  crazy 
world.  Jayden  was 
bom  on  bom  July 
20  and  weighed  7 
pounds,  2  ounces, 
and  measured  20 
inches.  Proud  par¬ 
ents  are  mom 
Demi  Garza,  dad 
Fidencio  Navarro, 
and  proud  grand¬ 
parents  are 
Manuel  Garza  and 
Sandra  Ramirez. 


Congratulation 
s  to  Sawena  Otero  and 
Thomas  Lewis  on  their 
new  baby  boy, 

Cheyahv  John  Lewis, 
bom  weighing  7 
pounds,  14  ounces,  on 
July  8.  Grandparents 
are  Matthew  and 
Yolanda  Otero  and 
Jerry  and  Beverly 
Lewis.  We  love  you! 
Aunt  Sawena,  give  the 
baby  xoxoxo’s  for  us. 

Love  from  the 
Puente  family, 

Joel,  Zoey, 
Boo-Boo,  Grace, 
Tammy  and  Jr. 


Congratulations,  Stephen  Chad 
Billie,  for  completing  your  high  school 
education  with  a  GED  diploma.  We  are  all 
very  proud  of  you  for  realizing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  education  and  motivating  yourself 
to  achieve  this  goal. 

College  will  be  challenging  so 
best  wishes  while  attending  Palm  Beach 
Community  College.  You  know  that  you 
have  everyone’s  support  so  please  utilize 
any  and  all  educational  assistance  anyone 
has  to  offer.  A  special  thank  you  to 
Stephanie  from  keeping  him  motivated. 

With  love, 

Dad  (Steve  Osceola)  and  Jackie, 
Mom  (Rita  Billie)  and  Roscoe,  Julian, 
Yamo,  Rachel  and  the  girls,  Mitch,  Brett 
and  the  boys,  Grandma  Polly  and  Joey 
Hayes,  Grandpa  Joe  Billie  and  the  rest 
of  the  family 


I  rhyme  for  all  my  lost  Seminoles 
who  died  in  the  streets,  even  for  the  ones 
out  there  now.  I’m  doing  it  big  for  my 
Otter  Clanz,  Panther  Clanz,  Bird  Clan, 
Snake  Clan,  Big  Town  and  all  dem  other 
Seminolez  out  there.  Stay  up  on  that  Hard 
Rock  Hustle,  Ya  Heard. 

Hit  me  up  at  soundclick.com  DA 

S.C.B. 

—  Stephen  Billie 


-  , 


New  Kids 


Congratulations  to  Paul  Bowers 
Jr.  and  Mackenzie  Jolene  Johns  who 
became  engaged  on  July  4.  Mackenzie’s 
parents  are  Marty  and  Kim  Johns  of 
Brighton  and  Paul  Jr.’s  parents  are  Paul  Sr. 
and  Linda  Bowers  of  Big  Cypress.  The 
happy  couple  is  looking  forward  to  their 
January  wedding  date. 


In  Memoriam 


In  loving  memory  of  Matthias 
Scott  Cantu;  son  of  Meressa  Cantu,  broth¬ 
er  of  Ellijah  Cantu  of  Okmulgee,  Okla., 
grandson  of  Miguel  Cantu  Sr.,  nephew  of 
Michael  Cantu  and  cousin  of  Josie  Cantu 
of  Trail. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola  for  all  your  support  and  every¬ 
thing  in  this  time  of  need. 

Thank  you, 

Cantu  Family 


Happy  birthday  Tisha,  I  wish  you 
the  best  of  wishes.  We’ve  come  a  long 
way.  I  love  you  with  all  my  heart  and  soul. 
You’re  soon  to  be  my  wife  on  Nov.  24.  I’ll 
try  my  hardest  to  make  you  happy. 

Forever  love  your  future  husband, 
Robert  Garza 


I  want  to  wish  these  September 
babies  in  my  family  a  happy  birthday: 

Uncle  Danny,  Sherri  Jumper,  Tara 
Robbins,  Jonathan  Robbins,  Kaylee 
Jumper,  Lil’  Les  Gopher  and  Rheannon 
Robbins.  And  for  those  who  are  gone  but 
not  forgotten:  Late  Grandpa  Henry 
Jumper  and  Late  Cuz  Troy  Jumper. 
From, 

Tisha  W.  &  Family 


This  one  goes  out  to  one  of  our 
longtime  family  friends;  happy  birthday  to 
Juan  Guyman  AKA  “Flaco.”  Also  con¬ 
gratulations  Flaco  on  your  Sept.  15  wed¬ 
ding  to  Loni  Billie.  Y’all  sure  have  come  a 
long  way! 

From, 

Robert  Garza  &  Tisha  Walker 


Oh  yeah  can’t  forget  about  “Big 
Ma  Moo”. . .  Happy  birthday  to  Glenn 
Osceola.  Hang  in  there! 

From  one  of  your  many  cousins, 

Tisha  Walker 


Happy  birthday  Grandpa.  We 
love  you  so,  so,  so,  so  much!  You  make  us 
so  happy  all  the  time.  Have  fun  on  your 
special  day. 

Love  always, 

Grandkids  Joel,  Zoey,  Boo-Boo, 
Grace,  Tammy  and  Jr. 
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Poems 


Letter 


Enduring  The  Struggle 

Times  are  hard,  but  I  must  be  a  man 

In  the  struggle  and  the  pain  is  something  I 

must  be  able  to  stand 

Enduring  the  struggle  with  all  I  can 

My  heart  and  mind  have  been  conditional  to 

take  it 

And  it’s  a  must  that  I  will  make  it 
I  will  keep  enduring  the  struggle  without  ever 
trying  to  fake  it 

Enduring  the  struggle  being  the  best  I  can  be 
is  the  only  way  I  know  how  to  make  it 
‘Cause  fakers  don’t  last  in  the  struggle 
They  fall  to  the  wayside  like  no  other 
Enduring  the  struggle  is  what  life  is  all  about, 
so  in  this  struggle  you  must  never  give  up 
The  struggle  is  where  the  strongest  of  man 
should  take  the  hardest  stands,  enduring  the 
struggle  with  an  everlasting  hand 
And  when  the  going  gets  rough  and  the  strug¬ 
gle  gets  tough 

I  must  keep  on  striving  and  never  give  up 
Enduring  the  struggle  is  what  many  others 
have  done  way  before  my  time 
So  enduring  the  struggle  is  not  one  of  a  kind 
There  have  been  many  leaders  of  all  race  and 
color  who  have  stood  up  in  the  struggle 
through  the  worst  of  times 
Enduring  the  struggle  with  very  strong  minds 
They  never  left  the  struggle  until  they  were 
dead  and  gone 

And  right  now  today  their  names  are  still  car¬ 
rying  on 

And  I  will  keep  enduring  the  struggle  ‘cause 
I  have  made  it  my  home 
Dealing  with  this  struggle  I  find  myself  feel¬ 
ing  so  alone 

There  are  times  I  feel  the  need  to  quit,  that’s 
when  I  push  myself  a  little  bit 
The  will  power  that  I  have  within  —  I  contin¬ 
ue  in  this  struggle,  I  refuse  to  bend 
I  will  keep  up  my  sight  to  the  very  end,  and 
me  and  the  struggle  will  always  he  the  best  of 
friends 

‘Cause  we  can  relate  to  each  other;  ‘Cause 
me  and  the  struggle  can’t  live  without  one 
another 

Enduring  the  struggle  I  have  learned  to  be 
humble  and  at  peace  infinitely,  so  in  the 
struggle  I  will  not  be  swept  off  my  feet  but 
have  everlasting  serenity 
Enduring  the  struggle  is  no  fun  and  games, 
but  I  must  keep  enduring  until  I  love  the  pain 
Because  without  pain  there  is  no  gain  to 
reach  all  that  is  possible,  so  for  eternity  I  will 
continue  Enduring  The  Struggle! 

—  Quannah  Bowers 
Aug.  2007 


The  Yellow  Bus 

One  morning  while  mom  slept,  I  woke  you,  for  it 
was  time 

Today  was  special.  Yes,  it  was  one-of-a-kind 
Hard  to  believe  mom’s  little  six  pounder  is  about 
to  begin  school 

Yet,  there  you  were  getting  dressed  all  calm  and 
cool 

As  we  waited  we  had  a  father-son  conversation 
I  asked  that  you  listen  to  your  teacher  and  with 
others  have  good  relations 
A  ride  came  and  for  you,  it  was  time  to  go 
I  gave  you  a  kiss  and  you  walked  away  slow 
Reaching  the  door  and  looking  hack  with  an  awe¬ 
some  smile,  you  gave  a  great  big  wave 
To  that  moment,  forever  I’ll  gladly  remain  a  slave 
As  I  write,  emotion  finds  its  peak 
How  I  stood  there  that  morning  watching  as  tears 
slid  down  my  cheek 

You  and  your  sisters  are  by  far  my  heart’s  great¬ 
est  treasures 

Nothing  will  compare  or  even  begin  to  measure 
Until  I  return  I’ll  hold  close  to  the  memories  of 
us 

This  is  the  one  of  you,  me  and  the  yellow  bus 
—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 


For  Those  Nights  When  You  Are  Alone 

You  ever  share  your  soul  with  a  stranger? 

Only  to  realize  he  was  a  long  lost  friend? 

Ever  talk  to  a  man  hke  you  talk  with  a  woman 
and  share  what  you  can’t  with  other  men? 

Can  you  picture  you’re  love  being  given  to  a 
criminal  stuck  in  this  hell? 

Can  you  promise  to  hold  off  from  judging  him 
until  the  day  when  you  really  know  him  well? 
Can  you  close  your  eyes  and  imagine  if  every¬ 
thing  went  right. 

The  power  of  passion  finally  possessed  after  all 
those  sleepless  nights. 

I  bet  you  think  I’m  gaming  you. 

Just  like  all  the  men  in  your  past. 

Cuz  all  of  them  promised  you  heaven  on  earth. 
But,  not  one  of  them  seem  to  last. 

After  all  what  can  I  offer  you? 

Besides  lonely  nights. 

And  words  promise  of  pleasures  to  come  and 
live. 

You’ve  already  heard. 

All  I  can  say  is  “Have  faith  in  me”  and  in  time, 
maybe  you’ll  come  to  see  the  definitions  and 
true  meaning  of  friendship  can  be  discovered  in 
me. 

—  George  Osceola 


I  Need  You  Now 

Every  night  you’re  the  picture  that’s  in  my  dream 
The  crush  that  I  have  on  you  is  much  deeper  that  it 
seems 

I  feel  within  my  heart,  that  we  were  meant  to  be 
Finally  I  realize,  just  how  much  you  mean  to  me 
Even  though  we’re  miles  apart,  we  will  prevail  some¬ 
how 

I  wrote  this  poem  to  let  you  know,  that  I  need  you 
now 

No  matter  what  it  is,  I  want  to  grant  all  of  your  wish¬ 
es 

I  long  to  hold  you  in  my  arms,  and  fill  you  with  my 
kiss 

Many  days  the  clouds  are  so  lonely  and  blue 
But  the  sun  starts  to  shine,  when  I  think  of  you 
You  are  on  my  mind,  constantly  throughout  the  day 
I’ve  been  thinking  of  you,  in  a  special  kind  of  way 
I  want  you  to  become,  much  more  than  a  friend 
My  heart  is  crying  for  you,  so  I  refuse  to  pretend 
How  do  you  feel,  about  us  becoming  a  pair? 

And  forming  a  special,  love  affair 

I  would  treat  you  right,  and  always  make  you  smile 

And  I  promise  to  make  your  life  worthwhile 

I’ll  climb  the  highest  mountain,  swim  the  deepest  sea, 

build  a  castle  in  the  sky,  just  for  you  and  me 

Words  cannot  express,  exactly  how  I  feel 

But  each  word  that  I’ve  spoken,  is  for  real 

I  desire  your  companionship,  above  all  else 

Truly  I  desire,  to  have  you  to  myself 

Even  though  we’re  miles  apart,  we  shall  prevail 

somehow 

I  wrote  this  poem  to  let  you  know,  that  I  need  you 
now 

Cruisin’  IV  Life, 

—  Alex  Tucker,  Otter  Clan 


Life  to  Live 

I  wish  I  could  say  same  s — t  different  day 

But  instead  its  every  day  more  problems 

So  I  think  about  which  is  the  best  way  I  could  solve 

‘em 

That’s  when  the  demon  speaks 
My  mind  still  no  calmer 
There’s  only  one  life  to  five 
Sol  gotta  stay  alive 

By  any  means  necessary  is  how  I  survive 
They  say  you  reap  what  you  sow 
But  I  ain’t  sure  if  1  could  stand  it 
My  best  is  all  I  can  give 
Is  this  how  God  planned  it? 

But  the  reality  of  it  is 
This  will  all  be  over  soon 
Laugh  now,  cry  later 
Now  which  path  should  I  choose? 

—  Dustin  Osceola 


To  my  son  J.R., 

If  I  seen  you  in  person,  I  would 
tell  you  face  to  face  instead  of  throwing 
lines  out  there  like  this!  All  the  crack  and 
c — p  that’s  out  there  ain’t  for  you;  can’t 
you  see?  You  need  to  wake  up  before  it’s 
too  late.  You  still  have  a  chance.  A  lot  of 
other  people  didn’t  get  a  second  chance 
cause  they  crossed  to  the  other  side. 

Some  of  them  people  you  be  chill¬ 
in’  with  ain’t  your  real  friends.  I  know 
they’re  not  twisting  your  arm  making  you 
do  things.  I  know  you  make  your  own 
choices  but  the  choices  you’re  making  now 
aren’t  good.  There  ain’t  no  better  person  to 
tell  you  these  things  than  me,  because  I 
been  there. 

I  came  a  long  ways  from  where  I 
used  to  he,  so  I  know  you  can.  I  had  to 
stop  chillin’  with  certain  people  who  I 
thought  were  my  friends  because  when 
they  see  people  changing  to  do  better  for 
themselves  they  start  hating.  But  the  haters 
need  to  grow  up! 

I’m  just  letting  you  know,  I  want 
you  to  have  many  more  birthdays.  Your 
family  loves  you  and  worries  about  you. 
You  need  to  straighten  up!  There’s  better 
out  there  in  life  than  going  down.  Life  has 
so  much  to  go  after. 

Remember  we  are  the 
Unconquered  Seminoles.  Don’t  let  that 
crap  get  the  best  of  you.  So  wake  up! 

Think  about  what  I’ve  said. 

Lots  of  love, 

We’ll  always  be  here  for  you, 

Your  family  in  Big  Cypress  and 
your  mom  Tisha  Walker,  Panther  Clan 
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Immokalee’s  Annual  Indian  Day  Celebration 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Each  year, 
members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  look  for¬ 
ward  to  participating  in  the  National 
Indian  Day  celebrations  planned  for  each 
of  their  communities.  Immokalee  events 
were  planned  from  Sept  26-28,  with  an 
equal  opportunity  for  all  ages  and  genders 
to  take  part. 

“This  is  one  of  my  favorite  holi¬ 
days,”  said  Immokalee  Council  Liaison 


Judy  Weeks 

Alexis  Aguilar  (front)  and  Julissa 
Martinez  (back)  race  toward  the  finish 
line. 


Edward  Aguilar,  Jennie  Martinez  and 
Maria  Billie  coordinated  the  senior’s 
bingo  tournament. 
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As  the  early  morning  mist  rises,  the  par¬ 
ticipants  make  their  way  toward  the  fin¬ 
ish  line  in  the  run/walk  competition. 
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Strollers  abounded  at  the  Indian  Day 
run/walk. 


Elaine  Aguilar.  “Our  community  always 
turns  out  in  full  force  like  one  big 
happy  family.  Good  natured  competi¬ 
tion  abounds  and  we  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  participate  in  our  cultural  heritage, 
while  teaching  the  younger  generation 
about  their  past.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  you  must  know  where  you  come 
from,  before  you  can  know  where  you 
are  going.” 

Immokalee  Board  Liaison 
Delores  Jumper  echoed  her  sentiments 
and  added,  “In  today’s  fast  paced 
world,  it  is  important  to  take  time  out 
from  computers,  iPods,  televisions, 
etc.,  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  world  that 
surrounds  us.  I  see  fond  memories  on 
the  faces  of  our  elders  and  genuine 
enthusiasm  in  the  younger  generation 
as  they  participate  in  the  activities.” 

A  senior’s  bingo  tournament 
kicked  off  this  year’s  celebration  on 
Sept.  26  at  the  Senior  Center.  Maria 
Billie,  Jennie  Martinez  and  Edward 
Aguilar  officiated,  while  members  of 
various  departments  assisted  the  sen¬ 
iors  in  keeping  track  of  six  cards  at  a 
time. 

Raffle  tickets  were  drawn 
throughout  the  morning  with  winners 
receiving  a  waffle  iron,  23  piece  knife 
set,  slow  rice  cooker  and  foot  mas- 
sager.  The  winners  were:  Regular 
Bingo:  Mary  Sanchez;  Double  Bingo: 
Delores  Jumper;  Double  Postage 
Stamp:  Linda  Frank;  Round  Robin: 
Nancy  Motlow  and  Rachel  Billie;  and 
Full  Card:  Rachel  Billie 

The  entire  community  turned 
out  to  either  participate  or  observe  the 
annual  canoe  race  at  the  lake  behind 
the  residences  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept. 
27.  Paddle  boats  were  provided  for  the 
seniors  and  their  partners,  while  other 
contestants  tackled  the  traditional 
canoes. 

Children  of  all  ages  played  in 
the  water  and  took  turns  in  the  large 
sports  bubble  that  rolled  them  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  like  a  big  hamster 
wheel. 

Despite  recent  knee  surgery, 
Rachel  Billie  did  her  share  of  the  work 
in  the  paddle  boat.  Laughing,  she  said, 
“The  machine  I  used  following  surgery 
gave  me  lots  of  practice.” 

The  winning  senior  teams  were: 
1.  Manuel  Oleo  and  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  2. 
Nancy  Motlow  and  Raul  Escobar,  3. 


A  crowd  formed  to  watch  Ashley  Faz  in 
the  sewing  competition. 
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Many  different  styles  of  clothing 
appeared  during  the  contest. 
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Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper  attended 
the  Indian  Day  festivities. 

as  the  teams  attempted  to  master  the  art 
of  paddling,  putting  on  the  brakes  and 
maneuvering  their  craft.  To  everyone’s 
amazement  there  were  no  wrecks  among 


Mary  Sanchez  didn’t  let  a  lack  of  com¬ 
petition  prevent  her  from  entering  in 
her  division. 


Rachel  Billie  and  Bonnie  Davis,  4.  Elaine  the  younger  set,  but  two  adult  teams 


Aguilar  and  Jennie  Martinez. 

Divided  into  age  groups,  the 
teams  raced  the  stop  watch.  Contestants 
ranged  from  8  year  olds  to  seniors,  with 
hilarious  results.  Canoes  traveled  in  cir¬ 
cles,  did  a  zigzag  across  the  lake,  got 


flipped  their  canoes  and  required  rescue. 
Overzealous  paddling  created  several 
collisions  and  near  misses,  all  in  the 
name  of  good  fun.  It  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  it  was  a  fair  playing  field 
with  everyone  needing  lots  and  lots  of 


stuck  on  a  submerged  sandbar  and  rocked  practice, 
precariously  before  rounding  the  buoy  A  barbecue  supper  was  provid- 

and  attempting  to  speed  back  to  the  finish  ed  by  the  office  of  the  Board  of 


The  crowd  roared  with  laughter 


Directors  following  an  afternoon  of  good 
natured  fun  and  revelry. 

About  65  people  gathered  in 
front  of  the  gym  in  the  early  morning 
hours  to  participate  in  the  Indian  Days 
Walk/Run.  Despite  a  foggy  start,  the  air 
was  cool  and  pleasant  with  a  slight 
breeze  and  the  participants  enjoyed  a 
beautiful  sunrise  as  they  followed  the 
course  through  the  community. 

Several  youngsters  took  a  quick 
break  at  the  enormous  piles  of  fill  being 
stored  along  the  route.  They  got  addi¬ 
tional  exercise  while  climbing  on  the 
steep  sides  of  the  man  made  mountains 
before  picking  up  the  pace  to  cross  the 
finish  line. 

Gathering  at  the  gym  following 


the  race,  one  couldn’t  help  but  notice  the  Pr°vide  f  er>Te  an  opportunity  to 

large  number  of  strollers  for  such  a  small  Participate  in  the  celebration  of  Indian 


community  and  applaud  the  young 
mothers  who  took  advantage  of  the  exer¬ 
cise  and  fresh  morning  air  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  offspring. 

Nutritionist  Charlotte  Porcaro 
coordinated  the  race  and  declared  every¬ 
one  a  winner.  Prizes  were  distributed  in 
the  following  categories:  youth,  adult 


Jon  Jimmie  kicks  into  high  gear  a 
approaches  the  finish  line. 
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Jaliyah  Ortega  twirls  around  in  her 
modern  dress. 


Rachel  Billie  didn’t  let  knee  surgery 
prevent  her  from  entering  the  paddle 
boat  race  with  Bonnie  Davis. 


Nancy  Motlow  u 
alligator  turtle. 
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(L-R)  Jack  Aguilar  and  Neo  Motlow  are 
best  friends  and  competitors. 


Edward  Aguilar  and  Makala  may  have 
been  young  but  they  completed  the 
entire  course. 
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Mary  Sanchez  shows  off  the  ceramic 
entries  in  the  arts  &  crafts  competition. 


Le’Andra  Mora  puts  finishing  touches 
on  her  dream  catcher. 


Tushka  Hill  and  David  Tahchawwickah 
glide  triumphantly  into  the  bank. 
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Valeene  and  Amy  Clay  reached  the 
bank  well  in  advance  of  their  competi¬ 
tion. 


and  seniors.  Each  division  was  broken 
down  into  Male/Female  and  Walk/Run. 
Seniors  had  an  opportunity  to  walk,  run 
or  ride  their  trikes.  Strollers  and  wheel¬ 
chairs  held  a  position  of  their  own  and 
proved  to  be  very  competitive. 

Immokalee  Board  Liaison 
Delores  Jumper  invited  everyone  to  meet 
at  Lazano’s  Restaurant  for  a  Board-spon¬ 
sored  breakfast  following  the  race. 

The  staff  of  the  Immokalee 
Culture  Department  planned  for  weeks  to 


Kenny  Joe  Davis  takes  aim  in  the 
archery  competition. 


The  sport  wheel  may  have  been  slow, 
but  it  was  a  lot  of  fun. 


Day.  Guidelines  for  the  craft  and  sewing 
contests  were  established  and  carefully 
monitored  for  all  entries. 

Divided  into  age  categories, 
there  was  beadwork,  ceramics,  dolls, 
clothing,  pillows,  wood  crafts  and  bas¬ 
kets.  Many  of  the  youngsters  had  chosen 
some  very  difficult  projects  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  work  on  them  right  up  until  the 
last  minute. 

Amy  Clay  placed  a  great  deal 
of  emphasis  on  the  language  contest 
and  spent  many  afternoons  coaching 
the  entrants  in  the  culture  room  in 
preparation  for  the  big  day.  When  the 
time  finally  arrived,  pictures  were  dis¬ 
played  around  the  rafters  of  the  dining 
chickee  and  contestants  were  quizzed 
on  their  proficiency  in  Miccosukee. 
Fluent  speakers  listened  intently  to  the 
novices  and  encouraged  their  efforts. 
“When  you  lose  your  lan- 
judy  weeks  gUagej  y0U  iose  y0ur  culture,”  said 

Clay  “It  is  very  important  that  we  keep 
our  language  alive  for  the  future  gener¬ 
ations.” 

Seniors  entered  a  variety  of 
turtles  in  the  annual  race.  There  were 
softshell,  alligator  and  snapping  turtles, 
each  displaying  different  personalities 
and  temperaments.  One  ran  with  enthu¬ 
siasm,  while  another  stopped  to  fight. 
The  winners  had  to  employ  a  great  deal 
of  maneuvering  to  finally  reach  the  fin¬ 
ish  fine. 

Jennifer  Ramos  and  Sylvia 
Marrero  took  top  honors  in  the  Chili 
Contest,  when  their  entries  tempted  the 
appetite  while  lighting  everyone’s  fire. 
Ribs,  with  and  without  sauce,  were 
carefully  examined,  tasted  and  re-tasted 
before  the  final  decisions  were  handed 
down  as  follows:  1.  Edward  Aguilar,  2. 
Kenny  Joe  Davis,  3.  Joseph  Billie,  4. 
Jennifer  Ramos. 

The  staff  of  Family  Services 
joined  the  Seminole  Police  Department 
in  judging  many  of  the  events  in  a  very 
professional,  non-partisan  manner. 
Beginning  with  the  0-3  year  olds,  they 
slowly  worked  their  way  through  the 
Judy  Weeks  modem  and  traditional  clothing  con¬ 
tests.  It  was  a  hard  decision  to  make 
with  so  many  different  styles,  colors 


Susan  Davis  proudly  displays  her  beaded 
lamp. 

and  exemplary  workmanship.  It  took  well 
over  an  hour  and  a  half  to  process  the 
entries  and  make  the  final  assessments. 

The  four  senior  turban  entries 
were  extremely  difficult  because  they  each 
had  a  distinctive  style,  and  actually,  each 
fell  into  a  separate  classification. 

A  superb  meal  of  traditional  dish¬ 
es  was  prepared  over  the  open  fire  in  the 
cooking  chickee.  Everyone  agreed  that 
food  never  tastes  as  good  as  when  it  is 
prepared  with  loving  care  over  the  fire  in 
the  manner  of  their  ancestors.  Nothing  can 
compare  to  slow  fried  chicken,  sofkee, 
vegetables  and  frybread.  The  women  did 
an  excellent  job. 

With  full  stomachs,  it  was  hard  to 
return  to  an  afternoon  of  foot  races,  fan 
tacking,  archery,  log  peeling,  axe  throwing 
and  a  stickball  skills  contest.  However,  the 
competitive  nature  won  out  and  there 
were  numerous  entries  in  every  event, 
with  surprising  results.  While  the  men 
excelled  in  log  peeling,  the  women  held 
their  own  in  fan  tacking. 

A  real  surprise  was  the  sewing 
race  in  which  each  contestant  received 
two  pieces  of  cloth  to  be  sewn  into  a  pil¬ 
low,  turned,  stuffed  and  closed  using  a 
hand  crank  sewing  machine.  There  were 
numerous  cases  of  broken  thread,  empty 
bobbins  and  wild  seams  out  into  no  man’s 
land.  One  youngster  had  the  machine 
jumping  around  on  the  table  in  her  haste 
and  another  spun  the  crank  handle  off. 

What  started  out  with  very  few 
entrants  quickly  swelled  into  a  major 
event  and  brought  a  large  crowd  of 
observers.  Joking,  laughing  and  cheering, 
it  was  by  far  one  of  the  most  popular 
activities.  Seniors  displayed  big  smiles  as 
they  watched  the  next  generation  having  a 
blast  doing  something  so  basic  yet 
rewarding. 
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Albert  Snow  in  the  pole  peeling  event. 

Indian  Day  Festivities  at  Brighton 


Native  Tribes  Dance  Troupe;  J.R.  Todome  -  Kiowa  &  Comanche  from  Tulsa,  OK  (Southern  Straight 
Dancer),  Audie  Todome  -  Ponca  &  Otoe-Kiowa  &  Comanche  from  Tulsa,  OK  (Grass  Dancer),  Alana 
Tootoosis  Baker  -  Cree-Poundmaker  from  Sask., Canada  (Jingle  Dancer),  Sedrick  Baker  -  Hidatsa- 
Mandan  &  Cree  from  Newtown,  ND  (Singer),  Doug  Scholfield  -  Wintu  from  Mayetta,  KS  (Men  Fancy 
Dancer),  Josette  Wahwasuck  -  Prairie  Band  Pottawotami  from  Mayetta,  KS  (Lady  Fancy  Dancer), 
Thorpe  Sine  -  Ho-chunk  from  Glenpool,  OK  (Men  Fancy  Dancer),  Nicole  Sine  -  Ho-chunk  -  Navajo  & 
Keetoowah  from  Glenpool,  OK  (Lady  Fancy  Dancer),  Valerie  Parker  -  Seneca  from  Buffalo,  NY  (Smoke 


-y* 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Indian  Day  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation  featured  many  exciting  games  and  compe¬ 
titions  throughout  the  week,  with  most  of  the  outdoor 
activities  held  Sept.  28-29. 

Horseshoes,  foot  races,  archery,  skillet  throw¬ 
ing,  frybread  cooking  contests  and  fishing  contests 
were  happening  simultaneously  across  the  expanse  of 
three  ball  fields,  the  rodeo  grounds,  in  the  rodeo  arena 
and  at  Culture  Camp. 

It  was  a  relief  for  many  that  an  air  condi¬ 
tioned  tent  was  set  up  on  the  grounds  for  bingo  play¬ 
ers.  Once  in  a  while,  non-players  would  slip  in  to  the 
gigantic  tent  for  a  few  moments  to  get  away  from  the 
broiling  heat,  which  didn’t  seem  to  faze  the  younger 
crowd  as  they  played  games  on  the  fields  and  enjoyed 
the  carnival  rides. 

One  of  the  newer  and  most  popular  competi¬ 
tions  among  the  young  boys  was  chasing  and  pinning 
four  greased  hogs  to  the  ground.  The  eager  boys  ran 
fast  all  the  way  across  a  ball  field  where  the  hogs  were 
set  loose. 

The  winners  had  the  hogs  pinned  down  for 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Reno  Osceola  takes  aim  in  the  archery  games. 

The  youth  games  included  basketball  and  more. 

Susan  Etxebarria  Susan  Etxebarria 


Skyler  Burke  goes  to  new  heights  on  the  rock  wall.  The  skillet  throw  brought  out  fierce  competition. 


Dancer  &  Singer),  Jaden  Parker  -  Seneca  from  Buffalo,  NY  (Little  Boy  Smoke  Dancer  &  Singer),  Salina 
No  Ear  Todome  -  Ponca  &  Otoe-Missouria  from  Tusla,  Ok  (Southern  Buckskin  Dancer). 

Okalee  V  illage  Hosts  Indian  Day  Celebration 

By  Lori  Fisher  years  ago  under  the  direction  of  William  Cypress. 

HOLLYWOOD  —  All  ears  were  on  Tribal  The  alligator  wrestling  demonstration,  per- 

citizen  Gordon  Oliver  Wareham  as  he  captivated  formed  by  Billy  Walker  and  Victor  Billie,  kept  the 
spectators  playing  songs  including  “Butterfly”  on  crowd  entertained.  Walker  and  Billie  showed  the 
Ins  traditional  Native  American  flute.  Wareham  and  audience  their  skills  by  successfully  kissing  the 
other  performers  were  on  hand  to  help  commemo-  gator  Poppi  on  his  snout,  causing  him  to  fall  asleep, 
rate  Okalee  Village’s  Third  Annual  Indian  Day  fes-  In  addition,  there  were  Tribal  vendors 

tivities,  held  Sept.  29-30.  cooking  traditional  foods,  making  colorful  beaded 

Between  songs,  Wareham  spoke  about  top-  jewelry,  and  much  more.  The  Black  Hawk  Blues 
ics  including  how  to  deal  with  society  and  respect-  Band  provided  music  for  the  event  and  a  Native 
ing  elders,  in  addition  to  touching  on  his  own  histo-  American  dance  troupe  from  Tulsa,  Okla.  put  on  a 
ry  with  flute  playing.  He  said  he  began  playing  seven  fantastic  show,  performing  the  Smoke  Dance. 


the  required  five  seconds  in  very  quick  order.  It  seems 
the  hogs  were  lazy  in  the  hot  sun  and  didn’t  run  much, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  their  pursuers.  The  first  ones  there 
threw  themselves  on  top  of  the  squealing  pigs. 

Pole  peeling  attracted  a  lot  of  entries  in  all 
age  categories.  There  were  the  pros  who  knew  what 
they  were  doing,  but  many  others  tried  their  hands  at 
this  strenuous  traditional  craft  using  muscle  to  make 
up  for  lack  of  know-how.  There  were  many  fathers 
helping  their  sons  out  by  holding  and  turning  the  poles 
and  offering  their  expertise  and  advice. 

Games  were  happening  simultaneously  in  all 
comers  of  the  recreational  grounds.  Everywhere  there 
were  families  sitting  under  chickees  or  trees,  at  picnic 
tables  —  and  the  turnout  was  great.  Indian  Day  at 
Brighton  has  become  a  big  occasion. 

The  Brighton  Recreation  Department  staff 
and  many  volunteers  from  the  Culture  Department,  the 
Chairman’s  Office  and  various  departments,  under  the 
leadership  of  Recreation  Director  Richard  Osceola, 
and  his  assistant,  Salina  Dorgan,  provided  an  outstand¬ 
ing  event. 


The  greased  hog  chase 


of  the  day’s  highlights. 


Black  Hawk  Blues  Band  rocks  the  village. 


Archery  brought  out  the  competitive  side 
of  some  of  Ft.  Pierce’s  finest. 


Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn  (center,  in  orange  and  turquoise) 


Big  Cypress 
Indian  Day  Results 

Archery:  Boys,  Ages  7-8:  1. 

Jared  Mclnturff,  2.  Eliza  Billie,  3.  Redheart 
Billie;  Girls,  Ages  7-8:  1 .  Alyssa  Osceola, 

2.  Ahnie  Cypress;  Boys,  Ages  9-11:  1. 
Candelario  Landin,  2.  Andre  Landin,  3. 
Dalton  Koenes;  Girls,  Ages  9-11:  1.  Gianna 
Wargolet,  2.  Gloria  Brooks,  3.  Michelle 
Jimmie;  Boys,  Ages  12-14:  1.  Christopher 
Joe,  2.  Rickyjoe  Alumbaugh,  3.  Trent 
Mclnturff;  Girls,  Ages  12-14:  1.  Aileen 
Cypress,  2.  Jean  Venise  Capricen;  Girls, 
Ages  15-17:  1.  Terinna  Cypress;  Men, 

Ages  18-30:  1.  Jamie  Wolfe,  2.  Wilson 
Bowers,  3.  Lenny  Jim;  Women,  Ages  18- 
30:  1.  Toi  Andrews;  Men,  Ages  31-53:  1. 
Clinton  Billie,  2.  Sib  Wolfe,  3.  Salaw 
Hummingbird;  Women,  Ages  31-53:  1. 
Emilia  Jumper,  2.  Clea  Billie;  Men,  Ages 
54-64:  1.  Jonah  Cypress. 

Arts  &  Crafts:  Ages  5-7:  1. 
Courtney  Jim,  2.  Thomlynn  Billie;  Ages 
18-35:  1.  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  2.  Tasha 
Osceola,  3.  Alice  Billie;  Ages  36-54:  1. 
Almira  Billie,  2.  Lorraine  Jim,  3.  Cynthia 
Osceola;  Ages  55  and  Older:  1.  Sadie 
Cypress,  2.  Virginia  Tommie,  3.  Teresa 
Jumper. 

Axe  Throwing:  Men:  1 .  Shaun 
Dougherty,  2.  Roger  Billie,  3.  Jose  de  la 
Torre;  Women:  1.  Tasha  Osceola,  2. 
Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  3.  Carol  Osceola. 

Clothing,  Traditional:  Girls,  Ages 
0-1:  1.  Xiya  Osceola;  Boys,  Ages  0-1:  1. 
Leighton  Jim,  2.  Xavier  Osceola,  3.  Draven 
Osceola-Hahn;  Girls,  Ages  2-4:  1 .  Cyiah 
Avila;  Boys,  Ages  2-4:  none;  Girls,  Ages  5- 
8:1.  Courtney  Jim,  2.  Brianna  Bowers,  3. 
Eliza  Billie;  Boys,  Ages  5-8:  1.  Skyal 
Tommie;  Girls,  Ages  9-12:  1.  Gianna 
Wargolet;  Boys,  Ages  9-12:  1.  Rickyjoe 
Alumbaugh,  2.  Dereck  Mclnturff,  3.  Troy 
Yescas;  Girls,  Ages  13-17:  1.  Lariah 
Balentine,  2.  Hali  Garcia,  3.  Courtney 
Osceola;  Boys,  Ages  13-17:  none;  Women, 
Ages  18-35:  1.  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  2. 
Alice  M.  Billie;  Men,  Ages  18-35:  1. 
Kassim  Stockton,  2.  Pete  Osceola-Hahn,  3. 
Wovoka  Tommie;  Women,  Ages  36-54:  1 . 
Virginia  Osceola,  2.  Carolina  Osceola; 

Men,  Ages  36-54:  none;  Women,  Ages  55- 
64:  1.  Louise  Osceola;  Men,  Ages  55-64: 

Clothing,  Modem:  Girls,  Ages  0- 
1:1.  Xiya  Osceola,  2.  Sarafma  Billie,  3. 
Madasyn  Osceola;  Boys,  Ages  0-1:  1. 
Xavier  Osceola,  2.  Draven  Osceola-Hahn; 
Girls,  Ages  2-4:  1.  Henchoo-Ye  Jumper,  2. 
Ramona  Jimmie,  3.  Charlie  Osceola;  Boys, 
Ages  2-4:  1 .  Caleb  Billie,  2.  Kassim 
Stockton  Jr.;  Girls,  Ages  5-8:  1.  Alyssa 
Osceola,  2.  Alena  Stockton,  3.  Thomlynn 
Billie;  Boys,  Ages  5-8:  1.  Tash-sho-tahche 
Jumper,  2.  Skyal  Tommie,  3.  Jared 
Mclnturff;  Girls,  Ages  9-12:  1.  Aileen  M. 
Cypress;  Boys,  Ages  9-12:  1.  Troy  Yescas, 

2.  John  Mclnturff;  Girls,  Ages  13-17:  1. 
Lariah  Balentine,  2.  Courtney  Osceola,  3. 
Hali  Garcia;  Boys,  Ages  13-17:  1.  Trent 
Mclnturff;  Women,  Ages  18-35:  1.  Tasha 
Osceola,  2.  Jo  Jo  Osceola,  3.  Megan 
Tommie;  Men,  Ages  18-35:  1.  Pete 
Osceola-Hahn,  2.  Byron  Billie;  Women, 
Ages  36-54:  1.  Mary  Jene  Koenes,  2. 

Janice  Osceola,  3.  Cynthia  Osceola;  Men, 
Ages  36-54:  1.  Roger  Billie,  2.  Allen 
Mclnturff;  Women,  Ages  55-64:  1.  Louise 
Osceola,  2.  Alice  Tigertail,  3.  Violet  Jim; 
Men,  Ages  55-64:  none;  Women,  Ages  65 
and  Older:  1 .  Mary  J.  Robbins;  Men,  Ages 
65  and  Older:  none. 

Clothing,  Non-Tribal:  1.  Shaune 
Dougherty,  2.  Nicholus  Andrews  Jr.,  3. 
Nicholus  Andrews. 

Frybread  Cooking:  Boys,  Ages 
10-17:  1.  Rickyjoe  Alumbaugh,  2.  Anthony 
Joe,  3.  Christopher  Joe  Jr.;  Girls,  Ages  10- 
17:  1.  Aileen  Cypress,  2.  Nia  Cypress,  3. 
Jean  Venise  Capricien;  Men,  Ages  18  and 
Older:  1.  Neal  M.  Bowers,  2.  Joe  Herrera, 

3.  Nicholus  Andrews;  Women,  Ages  18  and 
Older:  1.  Janice  Osceola,  2.  Tasha  Osceola, 
3.  Beverly  Alumbaugh. 

Giggin  for  Garfish:  Children:  1 . 
Troy  Yescas,  2.  Skyal  Tommie,  3.  Tyler 
Cypress;  Adults:  1.  Wovoka  Tommie,  2. 
Charlie  Cypress,  3.  Billy  Walker. 

Log  Peeling,  Women,  Ages  1 8- 
35:  1.  Tasha  Osceola,  2.  Toi  Andrews; 

Men,  Ages  18-35:  1.  Billy  Walker,  Jose 
Herrera;  Women,  Ages  36-54:  1 .  Virginia 
Osceola,  2.  Mary  Jene  Koenes;  Men,  Ages 
35-54:  1.  Roger  Billie,  2.  Neal  M.  Bowers, 
3.  Jeremiah  Hall;  Women,  Ages  55  and 
Older:  none;  Men,  Ages  55  and  Older:  1. 
Michael  Cypress;  Non-Tribal:  1 .  Silverio 
Chavez  Baranda,  2.  Jose  de  la  Torre,  3. 
Nicholus  Andrews. 

Sack  Races:  Ages  4-6:  1.  Eliza 
Billie,  2.  Alyssa  Osceola,  3.  Alena 
Stockton;  Ages  7-8:  1.  Emitt  Osceola,  2. 
Courtney  Jim,  3.  Jared  Mclnturff;  Ages  9- 
11:1.  Troy  Yescas,  2.  Gloria  Brooks,  3. 
Michelle  Jimmie;  Ages  12-14:  1.  Trent 
Mclnturff,  2.  Rickyjoe  Alumbaugh. 

Foot  Races:  Ages  4-6:  1.  Eliza 
Billie,  2.  Alena  Stockton,  3.  Alyssa 
Osceola;  Ages  7-8:  1.  Jathanial  Brooks,  2. 
Courtney  Jim,  3.  Ahnie  Cypress;  Ages  9- 
11:1.  Andre  Landin,  2.  Dalton  Koenes,  3. 
Troy  Yescas;  Ages  12-14:  1.  Trent 
Mclnturff,  2.  Christopher  Joe,  3.  Jean 
Venise  Capricen;  Ages  15-17:  1.  Robert 
Cypress. 

Walk/Run,  Walkers:  Ages  12  and 
Younger:  1.  Trent  Mclnturff,  2.  Tash  Sho 
Tah  Che  Jumper,  3.  Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh, 
4  Symphony  Osceola,  5.  Aileen  Cypress; 
Women,  Ages  18-30:  1.  Mercedes  Osceola- 
Hahn,  2.  Cherelee  K.  Hall;  Men,  Ages  18- 
30:1  .  Pete  Osceola-Hahn,  2.  Lenny  Jim; 
Women,  Ages  31-45:  1.  Carol  Osceola,  2. 
Vera  Herrera;  Men,  Ages  31-45:  1.  Charlie 
Cypress,  2.  Cicero  Osceola;  Women,  Ages 
46-59:  1.  Virginia  Osceola,  2.  Cynthia 
Osceola,  3.  Violet  Jim,  4.  Teresa  Jumper,  5. 
Beverly  Alumbaugh;  Men,  Ages  45-59:  1. 
Jonah  Cypress,  2.  Nicodemus  Billie  Sr.,  3. 
Richard  Bowers  Jr.;  Women,  Ages  60  and 
Older:  none;  Men,  Ages  60  and  Older:  1 . 
Mitchell  Cypress. 

Walk/Run,  Runners:  Ages  12  and 
Younger:  1.  Andre  Jumper,  2.  Ahnie 
Jumper,  3.  Christopher  Joe;  Ages  13-17:  1. 
Trent  Mclnturff,  2.  Nia  Cypress;  Women, 
Ages  18-30:  1.  Tasha  Osceola;  Men,  Ages 
18-30:  none;  Women,  Ages  31-44:  1.  Cathy 
Cypress,  2.  Candy  Cypress;  Men,  Ages  31- 
44:  1.  Allen  Mclnturff;  Women,  Ages  46- 
59:  1.  Shirley  Clay,  2.  Helene  Buster;  Men, 
Ages  45-59:  none;  Women,  Ages  60  and 
Older:  1 .  Helene  Buster;  Men,  Ages  60  and 
Older:  none. 

Walk/Run,  Non-Tribal:  Female, 
Walkers:  1  .  Dinah  Harjo,  2.  Anna  Bowers, 
3.  Tia  Osborne;  Male,  Walkers:  1. 
Christopher  Hulbutta,  2.  Harley  Roberts,  3. 
Delwin  McCowan;  Female,  Runners:  1. 
Mindy  C.  Fish,  2.  Marilyn  Jumper,  3. 
Celesta  Osceola. 
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Big  Cypress  Hosts  Indian  Day  Walk/Run,  Celebration 


Esta  Liederman 

Sack  racers  hopped,  jumped  and  skipped. 


Esta  Liederman 

Walkers  head  into  the  morning  mist. 


Esta  Liederman 

The  walk/run  brought  families  together. 


Esta  Liederman 

Leading  by  example,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  and  President  Richard  Bowers. 


Esta  Liederman 

The  youngsters  left  SPD  in  the  dust. 


The  Indian  Day  crowd  enjoyed 
Billy  Walker’s  lively  alligator 
demonstration.  Walker  not  only 
demonstrated  traditional  skills,  but  also 
enlightened  the  crowds,  and  conveyed 
valuable  information. 

The  canoe  races,  new  this  year 
and  officiated  by  Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Cicero  Osceola,  at  the 
Bingo  Hall  pond  was  quite  exciting,  and 
yet  very  treacherous.  During  the  trial  runs, 
one  canoe  with  two  occupants  overturned 
twice;  once  while  going  across  the  pond, 
the  next  time  on  the  return  trip. 

Fortunately,  vigilant  rescue  boats  were  on 
hand  to  assist  the  troubled  rowers. 

Also  new  to  this  year’s  BC  Indian 
Day  celebration  was  a  horse  race  called 
The  President’s  Cup,  sponsored  by 
President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  This  race  was 
actually  an  obstacle  course  with  every  rider 
providing  their  own  horse,  and  even  a 
garfish  gigging  contest  —  the  one  with  the 
biggest  gar  wins. 


Esta  Liederman 

The  canoe  races  in  the  President’s  Cup. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big 
Cypress  Indian  Day  Walk/Run  and 
Celebration,  which  took  place  on 
September  28,  is  a  remarkable  event 
which,  according  to  organizers,  and 
appears  to  be  gaining  more  prominence 
with  each  passing  year.  The  numerous 
activities  took  place  at  Canal  Bank  Road, 
across  from  Big  Cypress  Landing,  Culture 
Camp  and  Bingo  Hall. 

The  Indian  Day  Walk/Run  once 
again  got  off  to  a  rousing  start  at  first  light, 
with  a  well-advised  session  of  preliminary 
stretches  under  the  direction  of  Suzanne 
Davis,  allied  health  manager.  Davis  guided 
the  52  registered  walkers/runners  through  a 
variety  of  body  and  limb  extensions 
designed  to  prevent  injuries  or  worse. 

Marjory  Meredith,  BC  health 
educator,  was  also  on  hand  to  answer 
questions,  tend  to  registration  rosters  and 
tally  walk/run  results,  among  other  duties. 
In  addition,  Edna  McDuffie,  primary 
organizer  and  director  of  the  Big  Cypress 
Walking  Program,  as  well  as  the  Big 
Cypress  Wellness  Center,  was  also  present 
during  the  event. 

“Walking  and  running  are  a  part 
of  our  culture,”  said  Edna  McDuffie, 
primary  organizer  and  director  of  the  Big 
Cypress  Walking  Program,  as  well  as  the 
Big  Cypress  Wellness  Center.  “We  all  ran, 
rode  horseback  to  get  to  meetings,  church, 
etc.,  back  in  my  day.” 


Esta  Liederman 

The  clothing  contest  drew  many  entries. 


As  usual,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  and  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr., 
leading  by  example,  were  also  in 
attendance.  Cypress  expressed  his  hopes 
that  more  Tribal  citizens  will  come  to 
know  and  experience  the  virtues  of 
exercise  and  healthier  lifestyles,  and  of 
walking  or  running  to  stay  fit. 

Teresa  Jumper,  Panther  Clan,  who 
has  been  walking  for  better  health  now  for 
seven  years  and  has  participated  in  many 
BC  walk/runs,  said:  “I  think  it’s  good.  It’s 
good  for  your  health,  because  I  have 
diabetes,  and  it’s  been  doing  me  good.” 

The  extraordinary  day  was 
organized  by  an  ever-competent 
committee,  involving  all  departments  as 
well  as  interested  community  members, 
and  volunteers  who  met  routinely, 
discussed,  planned  and  thus  put  together 
this  successful 
celebration/  commemoration. 

The  departments  and  volunteers 
involved  in  this  year’s  planning  were: 
Culture,  Recreation,  Broadcasting,  Family 
Services,  Chairman’s  Office/Princess 
Committee,  Ahfachkee  School,  Big 
Cypress  Administrative  Services,  Board 
Representatives  Office,  President’s  Office, 


The  mom’s  could  be  found  primping 
their  youngsters  in  anticipation  of  the 
clothing  contest. 


The  archery  competition  was  a  hit. 


Janice  Osceola,  Cynthia  Osceola,  Beverly 
Alumbaugh,  and  a  host  of  other 
community  members. 

“This  year  it  seemed  to  me  that 
we  had  a  lot  more  children,  which  was 
great,”  said  Janice  Osceola. 

Following  the  walk/run,  attendees 
made  their  way  under  the  chickees,  as  the 
Clothing  Contest,  traditional  and  modem, 
began.  Under  the  direction  of  Tribal  citizen 
Cynthia  Osceola,  the  contest  proved  to  be 
an  integral  part  of  the  occasion. 

“It’s  always  Indian  Day  for  us,” 
said  Osceola.  “It’s  good  to  celebrate  our 
very  proud  heritage,  and  to  remember  the 
old  ways  and  to  have  fun  together  while 
we’re  doing  it.” 

The  Frybread  Contest  turned  out 
to  be  another  highlight  of  the  day.  The 
judges  for  this  part  of  the  celebration  were 
chosen  from  Family  Services,  who, 

Osceola  noted,  “were  there  in  full  force 
doing  whatever  we  asked  of  them.” 

Osceola  also  wanted  to  thank 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Jennifer  Chalfant, 
“who  did  a  great  job  judging  our  contests” 
and  the  Recreation  Department  staff,  who 
were  constantly  on  the  move. 


*  Indian  Day 

Continued  from  page  1 

something  good  has  happened  with  Fort 
Pierce.” 

There  were  other  Seminole  visi¬ 
tors  who  traveled  to  Chupco’s  Youth 
Ranch  from  Tampa,  Brighton,  Big 
Cypress  and  Hollywood.  Next  year  cele¬ 
bration  organizers  will  seek  to  include 
community  members  and  elders  from  the 
Trail  and  Naples  communities,  and  the 
Immokalee  Reservation. 

The  Chupco  community  began 
with  one  specific  family,  consisting  of 
Jack  Tommie,  Panther  Clan,  and  Sally 
Chupco  Tommie,  Bird  Clan.  The  Maker 
of  Breath  blessed  this  union  with  13  chil¬ 
dren,  and  one  of  the  children,  Bessie 
Tommie,  the  last  surviving  member  of  the 
original  family,  was  present  in  the  audi¬ 
ence.  At  the  mere  mention  of  her  name, 
she  received  reverential  acknowledge¬ 
ment  and  a  fervent  round  of  applause. 

Sally  Tommie  also  thanked 
Bobby  Henry,  Tribal  elder  and  Tampa 
community  member,  “who  takes  very 
good  care  of  the  community,  and  our 
Tribal  members.”  Henry  is  also  a  widely- 
revered  “Rainmaker,”  said  Tommie,  and 
is  often  called  upon  by  the  state  of 

“While  we’re  celebrating 
Indian  Day,  it’s  most 
important  that  we  cele¬ 
brate  and  remember  our 
culture,  our  heritage,  our 
traditions.” 

—  Sally  R.  Tommie 

Fort  Pierce  Liaison 


The  winners  for  the  Fort  Pierce 
Indian  Day  Celebration  were: 

Clothing  Contest:  Children 

17  and  under:  1.  Xavier  Osceola,  2. 
Xiya  Osceola,  3.  Ma’kiyah  Stockton, 

4.  Marisa  Stockton;  Women,  18  and 
older:  1.  Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  2. 
Annie  Henry,  3.  Tasha  Osceola,  4. 
Maggie  Garcia,  5.  Virginia  Osceola, 
6.  Mary  Tommie,  7.  Leona  Tommie 
Williams,  8.  La’ Shara  Anderson; 
Men,  18  and  older:  1.  Marion 
Tommie,  2.  Bobby  Henry,  3.  Shamy 
Tommie,  4.  Peter  Hahn,  5.  Billy 
Micco 

Horseshoe  Contest:  Women, 

18  and  older:  1.  Mary 
Tommie/Shirley  Sotelo,  2.  Joanie 
Henry/Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn,  3. 
Karissa  Tommie,  4.  Sheree 
Sneed/Valerie  Hayling,  5.  Beverly 
Tommie/Kristicia  Tommie;  Men,  18 
and  older:  1 .  Bobby  Henry/Billy 
Micco,  2.  Jay  Holata/George  Micco, 
3.  Marty  Tommie  Sr.,  4.  Maxi 
Tommie/Shamy  Tommie,  5.  Dean 
Stokes  Sr./Kevin  Tommie  Sr. 


Florida  to  bring  on  much  needed  rain  in 
crucial  times  of  drought. 

Henry  then  took  the  microphone 
to  deliver  a  powerful  prayer  in  the 
Miccosukee  language,  prior  to  the  midday 
meal. 

Seminole  Police  Chief  Charlie 
Tiger  was  also  in  attendance.  He 
addressed  the  gathering  after  Tommie. 

“The  turnout  this  year’s  really 
exceptional,”  he  said.  “And  it’s  good  to 
see  the  Brighton  people,  the  Hollywood 
people,  and  the  Big  Cypress  people  here.” 

The  crowning  touch  to  the  Fort 
Pierce  Indian  Day  Celebration  was  the 
splendid  fireworks  display. 
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A  friendly  game  of  stickball. 


Ft.  Pierce  Tribal  citizen  Shamy  Tommie 
cooks  up  some  of  his  famous  ribs. 


Taking  a  break  from  all  the  excitement.  The  youngsters  loved  the  big  slide. 
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Fraud 


anattorney 

understands... 


Experienced  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
Former  Government  Prosecutor 


-  Federal  and  State  Crimes 


*  Assault  and  Battery 


■  Felonies 


-  Misdemeanors 


Probation  Violations 


■  Domestic  Violence 


■  Criminal  Record  Sealing  and  Expunging 


►  Sex  Crimes 


Prostitution 


Drug  Cases 


-White  Collar  and  Economic  Crimes. 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Free  Consultation  (954)462.1192 
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Council  Holds 
Special  Meeting 
in  Tampa 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

TAMPA  —  The  Tribal  Council 
met  for  a  special  session  meeting  at  the 
Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino  on  Oct.  17.  They  passed  39  resolu¬ 
tions  including: 

Resolution  16:  Service  line 
agreement  (3,297’  X  25’)  between  Glades 
Electric  Cooperative  and  Larry  Howard- 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  17:  Service  line 
agreement  (340’  X  10’)  between  Florida 
Power  and  Light  and  Joe  Lester  John  - 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  18:  Service  line 
agreement  (320’  X  20’)  between  Glades 
Electric  Cooperative  and  Mary  Jene 
Koenes-  Big  Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  21:  Service  agree¬ 
ment  with  TBE  Group,  Inc.  to  provide 
phase  2  of  a  remediation  project  for 
ground  water  arsenic  at  the  Red  Bam 
Cattle  Dip  Vat  Site  on  the  Brighton 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  22:  Dodge  Xtreme 
Bulls  Ride  Tour  footage  license  agreement 
between  ESPN,  Inc.  and  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  23:  Engagement  letter 
for  audit  of  the  Seminole  Indian  Casino 
401k  Plan  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Sept. 
30,  2007; 

Resolution  24:  Engagement  letter 
for  audit  of  the  Seminole  Indian  Casino 
401k  Plan  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Sept. 
30,  2007  and  for  tax  return  work  for  Tribal 
members  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 

2007. 

Resolution  38:  Interlocal  agree¬ 
ment  for  primary  fire  protection  and  sup¬ 
plemental  emergency  medical  services 
between  the  city  of  Hollywood,  Florida 
and  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  39:  Exchange  of  534 
+/-  acres  of  vacant  land  owned  by 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Holdings,  Ltd. 
Plus  cash  for  an  8,850  square  foot  com¬ 
mercial  building; 

Resolution  41:  Adoption  of  a 
new  minors  trust  per  capita  payment  trust; 
the  merger  of  the  existing  minors’  per 
capita  payment  trust  with  and  into  the  new 
minors’  per  capita  payment  trust;  the  con¬ 
tribution  of  future  per  capita  gaming  distri¬ 
butions  to  the  new  minors’  per  capita  pay¬ 
ment  trust;  and  the  appointment  of 
Wachovia  Bank,  N.A.  as  trustee  of  the  new 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  3 


Team  Seminole 
Walks  for  ACS 
to  Save  Lives 

By  Judy  Weeks 

FT.  MYERS,  Fla.  — 

Approximately  2,500  people  gathered  at 
Centennial  Park  in  downtown  Ft.  Myers  at 
7  a.m.  on  Oct.  20,  for  the  noncompetitive 
walk  supporting  the  American  Cancer 
Society’s  (ACS)  mission  to  fight  breast 
cancer. 

Sunrise  came  late  with  overcast 
skies  giving  way  to  the  promise  of  the 
arrival  of  rain.  A  gentle  mist  began  to  fall 
upon  the  growing  crowd  at  the  registration 
booth  as  teams  organized  their  members 
under  the  trees  in  the  park.  Enthusiasm 
spread  through  the  participants,  who 
accepted  the  rainfall  as  a  good  omen, 
bringing  relief  to  the  parched  landscape. 

From  a  portable  stage,  several 
groups  of  amateurs  took  turns  entertaining 
the  audience,  who  at  one  point  broke  out 
with  the  lyrics  from  “Singing  in  the  Rain.” 
Cheerleaders,  a  barber  shop  quartet,  a  jazz 
combo,  country  western  ensemble  and  a 
chorus  line  took  turns  inspiring  the  walk¬ 
ers. 

Just  before  8  a.m.  a  moving  trib¬ 
ute  was  paid  to  breast  cancer  survivors  and 

❖  See  TEAM,  page  13 


Judy  Weeks 

Candy  Cypress  and  Diana  Hall  traveled 
all  the  way  from  Big  Cypress  to  partici¬ 
pate  with  Team  Seminole. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  accepts  the  award  from 
Broward  County's  Diversity  Council  Chair  Roland  Foulkes. 

Council  Reps.  Honored  with 
Community  Leadership  Award 


First  Modular  Home 
Set  in  Place  in  Big  Cypress 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

FT.  LAUDERDALE  —  On  the 
evening  of  Oct.  16,  several  outstanding 
South  Florida  community  members  were 
honored  by  the  Broward  County  Diversity 
Advisory  Council.  The  council  is  a  com¬ 
munity-based  group  that  aims  “to  identify 
and  focus  attention  on  the  needs  and  issues 
of  our  diverse  county,”  according  to  their 
website. 

Those  honored  included: 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Vice 
Chairman  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  and 
Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.  Unfortunately,  Cypress  and 
Bowers  were  unable  to  attend  due  to  previ¬ 
ous  engagements.  However,  Osceola  was 
present  at  the  ceremony,  held  at  the 
Broward  County  Government  Center 
Building  in  downtown  Ft.  Lauderdale,  to 
accept  his  award. 

Osceola  received  the  award  in 
recognition  of  the  Tribe’s  economic  suc¬ 
cess.  The  council  presented  the  award  at 
this  time  intending  it  to  coincide  with  the 
Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary  of  the 
Constitution  and  Corporate  Charter,  which 


took  place  in  August. 

He  was  presented  with  a  framed 
Certificate  of  Recognition  award  from 
emcee  Roland  Foulkes,  Broward  County 
Diversity  Advisory  Council  chair. 

“Native  Tribes  have  always  been 
dealing  with  diversity  and  inclusion  ever 
since  we  found  the  first  minority  to  hit  our 
shores  —  Columbus,”  he  said.  “We  know 
that  we  are  all  people  of  the  Earth.  We  all 
come  from  Mother  Earth,  and  we  all  have 
to  look  at  each  other  as  human  beings. 

Like  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  once  said, 

‘It’s  not  the  color  of  your  skin,  but  the  con¬ 
tent  in  your  character.’  So  that’s  how  we 
have  to  look  at  everyone,  from  the  heart.” 

Director  of  Family  Services 
Helene  Buster  accepted  the  awards  on 
behalf  of  the  chairman  and  vice  chairman 
and  thanked  all  the  members  of  the 
Diversity  Advisory  Council  for  this  honor, 
before  adding,  “I  think  if  we  don’t  work  as 
one,  we  lose.” 

For  more  information  on  the 
Broward  County  Diversity  Advisory 
Council,  please  visit  their  website  at 
www.broward.org/ diversity. 


Arnold  Cypress  and 
Family  Move  In 

By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Residents  of 
Big  Cypress  have  been  carefully  scrutiniz¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  the  first  Palm 
Harbor  Modular  Home  on  their  reserva¬ 
tion.  With  the  project  completed,  the  long- 
awaited  open  house  took  place  on  Oct.  2. 

The  large 
crowd  that  tinned 
out  was  able  to  tour 
the  premises  and 
see  first  hand  this 
cost  effective 
answer  to  the  hous¬ 
ing  crunch.  Arnold 
Cypress  and  his 
family  were  look¬ 
ing  forward  to 
occupying  then- 
new  modular 
home,  immediately 
following  the  open 
house. 

The  cele¬ 
bration  was  kicked 
off  at  1 1  a.m.  when 
Jonah  Cypress 
offered  the  blessing 
for  the  new  home 
owners  and  specta¬ 
tors. 

Big 

Cypress  Council 
Representative 
David  Cypress  offered  welcoming  com¬ 
ments  and  provided  a  report  on  his  obser¬ 
vations  throughout  the  construction 
process  and  the  tour  he  had  just  completed. 

“I  believe  I  can  speak  on  behalf  of 
your  Tribal  leaders  when  I  say  how  pleased 
we  are  to  be  making  such  great  strides  in 
the  effort  to  meet  the  housing  needs  on 
each  of  the  reservations,”  he  said.  “Our 
staff  is  doing  what  it  takes  to  research  and 
accommodate  as  many  people  as  possible 
with  a  house  that  will  fit  their  needs  and 
withstand  the  tests  of  time  and  the  ele¬ 
ments.  We  are  helping  to  provide  a  house, 
but  it  is  your  responsibility  to  make  it  a 
home.” 

Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally  Tommie 
congratulated  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 


Florida  on  their  great  leap  forward  on 
housing  issues. 

“The  beautiful  residence  I  just 
toured  is  one  of  many  accomplishments  for 
our  people,”  Tommie  said.  “In  just  a  few 
short  years  our  Tribal  members  have 
moved  from  chickees  to  conventional, 
modest  houses  and  now  state-of-the-art 
residences  are  becoming  a  reality.  I  have  to 
say  ‘grow  Big  Cypress,  grow,’  because  it  is 
growing  beautifully.” 


Next,  Big  Cypress  Administrative 
Services  Director  Carter  Clough  discussed 
how  the  manufactured  homes  made  their 
way  to  Big  Cypress.  She  said  that  a  group 
of  Tribal  citizens  took  several  trips,  one  as 
far  away  as  Virginia,  to  look  for  prefabri¬ 
cated  homes. 

“We  were  looking  for  a  quality 
home  that  would  offer  permanent  long 
term  housing  that  could  be  inherited  by  the 
next  generation,”  said  Carter.  “Our  para¬ 
mount  concerns  were  the  ability  to  with¬ 
stand  hurricane  force  winds,  energy  effi¬ 
ciency,  adequate  floor  plan  and  attractive 
appearance  on  the  interior  and  exterior 
level.  We  ascertained  that  Palm  Harbor 

❖  See  HOME,  page  25 
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Which  reservation  does  this  1950  class  picture  come  from? 

Please  see  the  Nov.  23  issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  the  answer. 


Tips  on  How  to  Have  A  Safe  Thanksgiving 


Food  Safety  Tips  to  Keep  You 
and  Your  Loved  Ones  Safe 

Submitted  by  LTJG  Hristu  Chepa,  REHS, "Environmental 
Health  Specialist 

It’s  your  turn  to  host  the  Thanksgiving  dinner  this 
year.  You  search  for  the  best  recipes  and  you  have  a  list  of  all 
the  ingredients.  Did  you  forget  anything?  Are  you  sure?  How 
about  food  safety? 

Food  safety  should 
start  in  the  planning 
stages.  Most  people  buy 
the  turkeys  frozen  from 
the  supermarket.  For 
those  who  have  previously 
stored  and  frozen  their 
turkey,  please  remember 
that  poultry  can  be  kept 
frozen  only  for  up  to  one 
year.  If  your  turkey  has 
been  in  the  freezer  for 
more  than  a  year,  it  is 
no  longer  safe  to  eat. 

The  thawing 
part  can  be  a  tricky 
thing,  unless  you 
plan  ahead. 

Remember  to  thaw 
the  turkey  either  in 
the  refrigerator  (main¬ 
tained  41  degrees 
Fahrenheit  or  below) 
overnight  or  under  running 
cold  water  (70  degrees  n 

Fahrenheit  or  below)  on  the 
cooking  day.  Cooking  the  turkey 
at  the  proper  temperature  is  the  next 
important  step  in  your  quest  for  the 
greatest  host  of  all  Turkey  Days. 

Use  a  stem  type  thermome¬ 
ter  to  check  the  thickest  part  of  meat. 

The  temperature  must  reach  165 
degrees  Fahrenheit  and  held  there  for 
at  least  15  seconds. 

If  you  hate  opening  and  closing  the  oven  door  every 
10  minutes  to  check  for  the  temperature,  then  you  can  pur¬ 
chase  thermometers  that  can  be  left  in  the  turkey  while  it  is 
cooking.  And  if  you  want  to  get  fancy,  there  are  thermometers 
that  can  be  wired  or  wirelessly  attached  to  an  outside  temper¬ 
ature  gauge.  This  lets  you  check  the  temperature  at  a  glance 
while  avoiding  the  constant  wave  of  scorching  oven  heat. 


Congratulations!  You  just  cooked  a  Thanksgiving 
turkey  even  Chef  Emeril  would  be  envious  of  seeing.  But 
hold  on,  you’re  not  done  yet,  because  food  safety  does  not 
stop  there. 

Once  the  turkey  is  out  of  the  oven,  you  have  two 
hours  to  serve  and/or  keep  at  room  temperature  before  it  has 
to  be  put  back  in  the  refrigerator.  Otherwise  you  have  two 
more  hours  until  the  turkey  is  no  longer  safe  to  eat.  Why;  you 
ask.  Because  after  four  hours  at  room  temper¬ 
ature  (or  between  41-135  degrees 
Fahrenheit  —  AKA  “Temperature 
Danger  Zone”)  the  bacteria  has 
multiplied  to  an  unsafe  num¬ 
ber,  usually  millions  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions. 

You  may  be 
thinking  that  you  can 
re-cook  it  later  and  kill 
off  the  bacteria.  But 
it  does  not  work 
that  way.  There  is 
not  enough  heat  to 
kill  that  much  bac¬ 
teria. 

The  great 
thing  about 
Thanksgiving  is  the 
leftovers.  All  you  have 
to  remember  is  one 
thing.  All  precooked 
foods  must  be  reheated  to  a 
minimum  of  165  degrees 
Fahrenheit  for  at  least  15  sec¬ 
onds.  Why?  A  refrigerator  does 
not  kill  germs. 

The  purpose  of  a  refrig¬ 
erator  is  to  slow  down  the  growing 
process  of  the  germs.  That  means  that 
the  number  of  germs  must  be  low  before 
the  food  is  place  into  the  refrigerator.  It  is 
A  for  this  reason  that  in  general  you  should  not 
keep  any  food  in  the  refrigerator  for  more  than 
seven  days.  Raw  poultry  can  be  kept  one-two  days  in  the 
refrigerator  and  the  cooked  leftovers  can  be  kept  three- 
four  days. 

You  too  can  have  a  successful  Thanksgiving  that  will 
be  in  the  memory  of  your  loved  ones  for  years  to  come.  The 
memories  can  be  good  or  bad,  depending  on  your  willingness 
to  follow  these  food  safety  steps. 

For  additional  question,  please  contact 
Environmental  Health  Program  at  (954)  965-1300. 
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First  2008  Tribal  Fair  Meeting  Held 

New  Clothing  Contest  Category  Added 


On  Oct.  10  Tribal  Fair  Committee  Chair 
Frank  Moore  Jr.  called  the  first  official  Tribal  Fair 
meeting  to  order  in  the  Hollywood  Tribal 
Headquarters  auditorium  lobby.  Moore  announced  the 
2008  Seminole  Tribal  Fair  will  be  held  Feb.  7-10  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Live. 

Some  of  the  other  big  announcements  made 
included  changing  the  location  of  the  annual  Tribal 
Fair  Rodeo  and  changing  the  format  of  the  clothing 
contest.  In  addition  to  adding  a  new  category,  the  con¬ 
test  duration  will  also  be  shortened. 

According  to  Moore  Jr.,  Hollywood  Tribal 
Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  requested 
an  additional  category  be  added  to  this  year’s  clothing 
contest.  The  new  category  will  be  for  Tribal  citizens 
who  have  sewn  the 
clothing  them¬ 
selves,  which  will 
promote  keeping 
the  craft  alive,  not 
just  purchasing  an 
outfit  to  wear  and 
win. 

The 

details  and  rules 
for  the  new  cate¬ 
gory  are  still  being 
worked  out.  Thus  far  the  committee  has  preliminarily 
come  up  with  the  following:  participants  must  pre-reg¬ 
ister  for  the  contest  and  photos  must  be  provided 
showing  documentation  of  the  contestant  actually 
sewing  their  creation  from  beginning  to  completion. 
“Pilipino,”  or  pre-made  patchwork  will  also  not  be 
allowed  and  the  clothing  must  be  made  in  and  allotted 
time  frame. 

“Our  culture  is  dying  as  it  is,”  said  Okalee 
Village  Manager  Barbara  Butera.  “Let’s  teach  our  cul¬ 
ture  to  our  kids  and  support  Max  [Osceola’s]  idea.” 

As  an  incentive,  Osceola  will  fund  this  cate¬ 
gory  and  also  make  it  the  highest  paying  category. 


In  addition,  several  people  on  the  committee 
said  last  year’s  clothing  contest  was  too  lengthy,  and 
as  a  result  many  children  in  attendance  got  cranky,  and 
people  where  afraid  to  leave  the  ballroom  to  get  food 
and  miss  any  of  the  contest.  Some  committee  mem¬ 
bers  suggested  holding  the  contest  on  two  separate 
days  —  the  kids  and  seniors  contest  together  on  one 
day  and  the  teen  and  adults  together  on  the  next. 
Installing  a  stage  in  the  ballroom  this  year  was  also 
suggested. 

The  location  of  the  Tribal  Fair  Rodeo  is  also 
in  question.  Last  year,  gravel  trucks  filled  the  Hard 
Rock  Arena  to  make  it  rodeo-ready.  Besides  being 
costly,  some  participants  said  their  horses  were  in  pain 
for  two  weeks  and  not  able  to  walk  after  competing  on 
that  floor. 

Moving 
the  rodeo  to 
another  location  is 
an  option.  Some 
on  the  committee 
suggested  holding 
it  at  the  Bergeron 
Rodeo  Grounds  in 
Davie,  Fla.,  or  at 
the  Big  Cypress 
Rodeo  Arena, 
which  is  slated  for  completion  by  Dec.  10. 

Other  areas  of  discussion  included:  the  dead¬ 
line  of  Dec.  14  for  names  to  be  submitted  to  the  Travel 
Department;  Terri  Hahn’s  handling  of  the  fine  art  con¬ 
test;  Claudia  Jumper’s  handling  of  the  pool  tourna¬ 
ment;  an  outreach  fashion  show,  a  Native  American 
Memorial;  Noah  Billie  Fine  Art  exhibit,  the  arts  and 
craft  contest;  and  Lil  Mister  and  Lil  Miss  Seminole 
contest. 

The  next  Tribal  Fair  Committee  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Nov.  14  at  noon  in  the  Hollywood  Tribal 
Headquarters  auditorium  lobby.  Guests,  committee 
members  and  volunteers  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Seminole  Tribal  Fair  & 


Council  Passes  Budget  Resolution  at  Special  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins  They  passed  one  resolution  on  the  agenda. 

BIG  CYPRESS —  Tribal  Council  met  on  the  Resolution  4:  Budget  Approval  FY  (fiscal 

Big  Cypress  Reservation  Oct.  22  for  a  special  meeting,  year)  2008. 


Council 

Continued  from  page  1 


minors’  per  capita  payment  trust; 

Resolution  42:  Fishing  regulations  proclama¬ 
tion  for  non-tribal  members  for  the  Big  Cypress  and 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  43:  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 


hunting  and  fishing  code;  Amendment  No.  1; 

Resolution  44:  Elimination  (write-off)  of 
outstanding  Tribal  Council  loans  to  deceased  Tribal 
members; 

Resolution  45:  Florida  Department  of 
Community  Affairs  Community  Service  Block  Grant 
refund;  and 

Resolution  47:  Appointment  of  five  commis¬ 
sioners  to  the  Seminole  Water  Commission  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Tribal  Water  Code. 


Shelley  Marmor 

AMERIND  Chairman  Joel  Frank  (L)  introduces  his  fellow  Board  Members  (R)  at  the  start  of  the  meeting. 


AMERIND  Holds  Annual  Meeting 


Joel  Frank  Re-Elected  as  Chairman  in  Landslide  Victory 


By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

The  AMERIND  Risk 
Management  Corporation 
held  their  21st  annual 
Meeting  &  Expo,  titled 
“Protecting  Tribal 
Sovereignty,  Life  and 
Property,”  at  the  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino,  Oct.  16-18. 

AMERIND  is  a  native-run 
organization  that  provides 
assistance  to  Tribes  in  areas 
including  housing,  govern¬ 
ment  infrastructure,  economic 
enterprises,  and  of  course, 
risk  management. 

Seminole  Tribal  citi¬ 
zen  Joel  Frank  serves  as 
AMERIND’S  chairman  and 
has  for  the  past  two  and  a  half  years.  He  was  re-elect¬ 
ed  during  the  convention  by  the  organization’s  mem¬ 
bers,  beating  out  Brook  B.  Kristovich  by  only  one 
vote,  with  a  final  tally  of  61-60  in  favor  of  Frank. 

The  Tribe  was  well  represented  during  the 
meeting’s  opening  ceremonies.  After  the  Seminole 
Color  Guard  presented  the  colors,  Tribal  citizen 
Cachalani  Frank,  Joel  Frank’s  5-year-old  granddaugh¬ 
ter,  recited  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  in  Mikasuki. 
Chief  Operations  Officer  (COO)  Elrod  Bowers  then 
offered  a  welcome  address  to  the  attendees. 

Bowers  commended  the  efforts  of 
AMERIND  for  the  difficult  work  they  do.  During  his 
speech  he  said  he  will  take  AMERIND’S  complemen¬ 
tary  CR-ROM  entitled  “Safety  Starts  at  Home”  to  his 
home  and  share  it  with  his  family. 

Following  Bowers’  speech,  Kristovich  pre¬ 


sented  him  with  a  Yakima  pot¬ 
tery  basket  as  a  token  of 
appreciation  to  the  Seminole 
Tribe  for  their  hospitality. 

Keynote  speaker  and 
former  chairman  of  the  Yavapi 
Apache  Nation  Jaime  Fullmer 
spoke  following  Bowers. 
Among  other  topics,  Fullmer 
discussed  the  “unique”  land 
issues  Tribes  face  due  to  the 
fact  that  so  much  land  is  held 
in  trust  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 

Fullmer  also  com¬ 
mended  the  Tribes  that  are 
becoming  economically  self- 
sustaining,  citing  the 
Seminole  Tribe  as  the  forerun¬ 
ner  of  this.  He  said  this  cur¬ 
rent  economic  success  will  help  ensure  the  protection 
of  future  generations  of  Tribal  citizens. 

“This  is  the  most  prominent  time  for  express¬ 
ing  Tribal  sovereignty  . . .  through  self-growth  and 
self-sustaining,”  he  said.  “Tribal  nations  are  moving 
towards  the  next  stage  of  economic  development.” 

The  remainder  of  AMERIND’S  meeting  was 
filled  with  regional  caucuses,  board  of  director  meet¬ 
ings,  special  informational  sessions  and  social  events. 

Some  of  these  breakout  sessions  gave  mem¬ 
bers  a  chance  to  learn  about  topics  that  included:  “Fire 
Safety  Programs,”  “Diversifying  Funding  Sources” 
and  “Top  5  Worker  Injuries  to  Prevent,”  among  others. 

For  more  information  on  the  AMERIND  Risk 
Management  Corporation,  please  visit  their  website  at 
www.amerind-corp.org. 


(L)  COO  Elrod  Bowers  accepts  the  Yakima 
pottery  basket  from  Brook  Kristovich  (R). 


DR.  BELINDA  NOAH 
ATTORNEY 

Bankruptcy,  Criminal,  Wills, 
Trust,  Personal  Injury 
Please  call  813  991 1864 
or  813-679' 3356 
for  a  free  consultation  or  e  mail 
bnoah24#yahoo.com,sg. 


Criminal  Defense 


DUI 

VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 


606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston.  Florida 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 


FLLYWOOD 


Gift  I 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets^ 
And  Goodies 


Your  Area's  #1  Gifl  Basket  And 
Floral  Connection  Since  1993 


Floral,  Gourmet  And!  Specially  Gifts 
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Artist  Elgin  Jumper  describes  his  sculpture  for  FSU  students  and  professors. 


Art,  Poetry  Presentation  at  Florida  State  University 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

TALLAHASSEE  —  On  Oct.  181  presented 
my  paintings,  sculpture  and  poetry  for  students,  pro¬ 
fessors  and  campus  media,  in  two  classrooms  at 
Florida  State  University  (FSU). 

The  origins  of  this  unforgettable  trip  go  back 


“Indian  cultures  are  alive  and  vibrant,”  said 
Andrew  Frank,  a  history  professor  who  was  also  in 
attendance.  “I  was  delighted  to  see  your  blend  of  con¬ 
temporary  and  traditional  styles.  I  used  one  of  your 
poems  in  my  class  a  couple  of  days  after  your  presen¬ 
tation,  and  I  think  the  concept  of  modem  Indians  has 


to  early  October,  when  I  received  an  e-mail  from  Anne  finally  been  embraced.  Thank  you  for  coming  and 


McCudden,  director  of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum, 
asking  if  I’d  be  interested  in  assisting  Mike 
Uzendoski,  FSU  professor  of  anthropology.  Uzendoski 
is  presently  teaching  an  ethnopoetics  course,  with  a 
rather  appealing  Seminole  poetry/storytelling  project 
he’s  long  been  considering. 

“This  would  he  a  great  learning  opportunity 
for  the  students  and  for  me  as  a  teacher,”  said 
Uzendoski. 

So  back  and  forth  the  e-mails  and  phone  calls 
went  until  a  definite  date  was  set  and  then  the  about 
eight  hour  drive  to  Tallahassee.  I  didn’t  mind  at  all  the 
swiftness  of  these  developments,  because  I  could 
sense  the  profound  importance  of  Uzendoski’s  project, 
not  only  for  Seminole  poetry/storytelling,  but  in  a 
larger  sense,  for  Seminole  arts,  culture  and  history  as 
well. 

According  to  Uzendoski:  “Ethnopoetics  is  a 
poetic  movement  and  sub-field  in 
linguistics,  anthropology,  and  also 
increasingly  ethnomusicology. 

Ethno  from  the  Greek  means  ‘peo¬ 
ple,’  so  it  takes  the  broadest  and 
most  multicultural  view  of  poet- 


Uzendoski  also  pointed 
out  that  “the  idea  of  ethnopoetics 
is  based  on  three  interrelated  con¬ 
cepts.” 

“First,  it  refers  to  a  non- 
Westem  poetry,  often  that  of 
indigenous  people,  although  it 
could  apply  to  the  study  of  all 
kinds  of  folk  poetry,  including 
contemporary  English  and  slam 
poetry,”  he  said.  “Second,  it  is  a 
poetry  showing  the  influence  and 
written  in  a  manner  to  manifest 
the  qualities  of  indigenous  poetics 
or  other  non- Western  traditions. 
And  third,  it  refers  to  the  study 
within  the  field  of  linguistics  of 
poetic  structure  particular  to  spe¬ 
cific  cultures.” 

Uzendoski  is  coauthoring 


please  know  that  you  have  an  open  invitation  to  come 
back  again.” 

After  an  introduction  by  Uzendoski,  Ugandan 
ethnomusicology  student,  Damascus  Kafumbe,  wel¬ 
comed  me  with  a  stirring  song  on  the  Endongo,  which 
is  an  eight  string  bowl-lyre.  Modem  Languages 
Professor  and  Poet  Juan  Carlos  Galeano  was  also  in 
attendance  for  the  presentation. 

Uzendoski  and  his  colleague  History 
Professor  Robinson  Herrera,  who  also  co-hosted  my 
visit,  took  my  group  out  for  an  enjoyable  lunch,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  campus  tour.  We  toured  the  museum  of 
fine  arts,  where  we  took  several  photos  and  ghmpsed 
what  extraordinary  student  works  we  could,  before 
hurrying  back  to  Uzendoski’s  class  for  the  memorable 
art  and  poetry  presentations. 

Uzendoski’s  vision  of  ethnopoetics  at  FSU  is 
part  of  a  larger  interest  among  a  core  group  of  profes- 


Presenter  Elgin  Jumper  reads  his  poetry  to  FSU  students  and  profes- 


two  hooks  with  his  wife,  Felicia,  a  native  of  Ecuador, 
on  the  Napo  Runa  of  Amazonian  Ecuador.  One  hook 
is  slated  for  publication  here  in  the  U.S.,  while  the 
other  is  to  be  published  in  Ecuador. 

Having  studied  the  language  for  13  years, 
Uzendoski  is  able  to  truly  hear  and  understand  the  sto¬ 
ries  in  Napo  Kichwa.  Even  so,  he  informed  me  that  it 
is  a  difficult  language  in  that  “people  speak  and  think 
through  metaphors  and  are  constantly  creating  ‘mini- 
poems’  when  they  say  just  about  anything.” 

“So  I  was  forced  to  become  a  ‘poet,’  ”  he 
said.  “Just  to  be  able  to  speak  their  language  and 
understand  what  was  going  on.” 

Uzendoski  also  runs  an  international  pro¬ 
gram,  sponsored  by  FSU,  which  takes  students  to 
Ecuador  to  live  and  leam  with  Napo  Runa  families  for 
the  summer,  with  Native  people  serving  as  instructors. 


sors,  whose  hopeful  intent  is  to  create  a  program  in 
Native  Studies  in  the  near  future,  for  there  certainly  is 
growing  interest  on  campus  for  Native  Studies.  For 
instance,  the  FSU  Alumni  Magazine  is  currently  doing 
a  story  on  this  obviously  crucial  topic.  The  central 
idea,  noted  Uzendoski,  is  “to  utilize  the  university  as  a 
space  for  intellectual  discussion  about  the  issues  that 
are  important  to  native  life  the  world  over.” 

Referring  to  future  FSU  presentations  with 
more  Seminole  artists,  poets,  and  storytellers, 
Uzendoski  remarked:  “I  hope  that  in  the  future,  we 
can  organize  a  larger  event  of  Native  Art  which  would 
involve  museum  exhibits,  storytelling  and  poetry  read¬ 
ings.  Your  visit  really  showed  us  professors  here  what 
could  he  done  and  how  great  such  an  event  could  be. 

It  was  indeed  a  promising  beginning  of  greater  things 
to  come.” 


Tribal  Employees:  New  Hires,  New  Positions 


The  Tribal  Council  unanimously  agreed  to  the  appointment  of 
Clinton  El-Ramey  as  director  of  the  Aviation  Department. 

El-Ramey  has  more  than  15  years  of  extensive  aviation  experience. 
During  his  career,  he  has  served  as  a  pilot  and  chief  instructor,  safety  manag¬ 
er  and  director  of  operations.  He  was  initially  hired  as  aviation  safety  officer 
in  January  of  2001  and  was  promoted  to  chief  pilot  in  July  2005.  In  March 
of  this  year,  he  assumed  the  interim  leadership  of  the  Aviation  Department. 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc.  is 
pleased  to  announce  the  promotion  of  Cristy  Clark  to  manager  of  Seminole 
Wholesale. 

Clark  has  been  involved  in  the  Seminole  Wholesale  enterprise  since 
May  2000.  She  first  served  as  an  administrative  assistant  and  was  promoted 
to  office  manager  at  the  end  of  August  2007. 


The  Chairman’s  Office  would  like  to  welcome  Renee  Morales  as 
the  new  chairman’s  office  coordinator.  Morales  is  a  longtime  employee  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  having  worked  with  the  organization  for  more 
than  12  years. 

She  began  her  career  with  the  Tribe  as  an  elementary  teacher  at  the 
Ahfachkee  School  in  August  1995.  Within  two  years,  she  was  promoted  to 
exceptional  student  education  coordinator.  In  2002,  Morales  assumed  the 
position  of  Ahfachkee  school  coordinator  and  she  served  as  assistant  principal 
until  her  move  to  the  Chairman’s  Office  in  August. 

Morales  will  he  based  out  of  the  Hollywood  Headquarters  Building 
and  can  he  reached  at  (954)  966-6300,  Ext.  1405. 


Please  be  advised  that  Mary  Jane  Billie  is  a  new  employee  of  the 
Trail  Seminole  Liaison  Department.  Her  title  is  Trail  Reservation  coordinator 
and  she  will  be  working  very  closely  with  the  seniors  of  Tamiami  Trail  to 
meet  their  needs. 

Those  with  questions  or  concerns  can  contact  Mary  Jane  at  (954) 
850-9651  or  can  call  the  Trail  Field  Office  at  (305)  228-9167. 


The  Executive  Administrative  Office  would  like  to  introduce  Jack 
J.  Conovaloff,  new  director  of  Public  Works.  Conovaloff  brings  27  years  of 
management  experience  to  the  Tribe  in  the  areas  of  water,  power,  wastewater, 
housing,  engineering,  agriculture,  real  estate  and  economic  development. 

He  has  worked  extensively  with  Native  American  communities, 
serving  as  a  Tribal  employment  rights  officer  (TERO)  and  Tribal  planner  for 
the  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes,  as  well  as  water  resource  director  for  the 
Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community.  Most  recently,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to  serve  a  three  year  term  on  the  management  board 
of  the  Navajo  Tribal  Utility  Authority. 

In  addition  to  his  numerous  professional  licenses  and  certifications, 
Conovaloff  has  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  business  administration  from  Arizona 
State  University. 
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nt  permit  from  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida: 
passport.  (This  requirement  will  be  waived 


The  Tribal  Council  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  has  approved,  subject  to  comment  by  Tribal  citizens,  the 
following  regulations  for  Fishing  on  the  Big  Cypress  and  Brighton  Reservations.  The  new  regulations  are  now  open  for 
a  two  week  period  of  comments  by  Tribal  citizens  only.  These  regulations  will  apply  to  non-Tribal  citizens  only. 

The  regulations  will  become  effective  immediately  following  the  public  notice  and  comment  period.  Please  e- 
mail  your  questions  or  comments  to  Tribal  Wildlife  Biologist  Sarah  Grubs  at  sgrubs@semtribe.com. 

Fishing  Permit  Regulations  for  Non-Tribal  Citizens 
For  the  Big  Cypress,  Hollywood  and  Brighton  Reservations 

Part  1  -  Designated  Fishing  Areas 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  has  designated  fishing  areas  within  its  reservations.  Fishing  will  only  be 
allowed  within  the  designated  areas. 

Big  Cypress  Reservation  -  On  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation,  fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  L28,  L28  interceptor  and 
North  Feeder  and  West  Feeder  canals  only. 

Brighton  Reservation  -  On  the  Brighton  Reservation,  fishing  will  be  allowed  only  on  Bowlegs  Bridge,  Red  Bam 
Bridge  and  the  S71  lock.  The  Indian  Prairie  canal  (C  40)  and  Hamey  Pond  canal  (C  41)  are  restricted  from  fishing. 
Hollywood  Reservation  -  On  the  Hollywood  Reservation,  fishing  will  be  allowed  only  on  Hollywood  Lake,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Turnpike.  The  location  is  on  the  northeast  comer  of  the  intersection  of  the  Turnpike  and  Stirling  Road. 

Part  2  -  Seminole  Fishing  Permits 

The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  will  not  issue  fishing  permits  to  non-Tribal  citizens  with  the  following  excep- 

a.  Special  event  only  permits  will  be  issued  by  a  Tribally-represented  event  coordinator.  These  permits 
will  be  valid  for  that  event  and  will  become  void  upon  completion  of  that  event.  The  permits  will  be  valid 
only  for  the  person  to  whom  it  was  issued. 

Part  3  -  Cost  of  Tribal  issued  Fishing  Permits 

Special  event  permits  will  not  have  a  cost,  however  the  event  may  have  a  cost 
Part  4  -  Permit  and  License  Requirements 

The  following  requirements  must  be  met  to  obtain  a  special  event  permit  from  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida: 
Presentation  of  valid  identification,  such  as  a  driver’s  license,  state  ID,  or  passport.  (This  requirement  will  be  waived 
for  children  under  the  age  of  16  if  all  other  requirements  are  met.) 

Possession  of  a  valid  State  of  Florida  Freshwater  Fishing  Permit. 

Special  event  permits  will  require  the  appropriate  state  issued  permit  (i.e.  Bass  tournament  permit) 

Part  5  -  General  Fishing  Regulations 

In  addition  to  the  regulations,  which  follow,  all  federal  laws  and  regulations,  relating  to  threatened  and  endan¬ 
gered  species  or  freshwater  aquatic  life  shall  apply  to  non-Tribal  citizens. 

All  state  bag  and  length  limits  apply  within  the  reservation  (Limits  listed  in  Part  8) 

Game  fish  may  be  taken  using  a  pole  and  line  or  rod  and  reel. 

Freshwater  fish  may  not  be  taken  by  use  of  any  free-floating  unattached  device,  or  by  use  of  firearms,  explosives,  elec¬ 
tricity,  spear  gun,  poison,  cast  nets  or  other  chemicals. 

The  taking  of  fish  by  underwater  swimming  or  diving  is  prohibited. 

It  is  unlawful  to  sell,  offer  for  sale  or  transport  out  of  the  state  any  freshwater  game  fish,  except  that  licensed  fishermen 
may  transport  two  days’  bag  limit  of  legally  harvested  game  fish. 

It  is  illegal  to  fillet  or  remove  the  head  or  tail  fin  of  black  bass,  striped  bass,  white  bass,  Sunshine  bass  (striped  bass  X 
white  bass),  peacock  bass,  black  crappie  and  panfish  until  after  you  have  completed  fishing  for  the  day. 

It  is  illegal  for  a  non-Tribal  citizen  to  possess  grass  carp  or  alligator  gar  without  a  permit. 

Part  6  -  Game,  non-game  freshwater  fish  and  restricted  species 

Game  fish  -  Black  bass,  black  crappie,  bluegill,  red-ear  sunfish,  warmouth,  redbreast  sunfish,  spotted  sunfish,  flier, 
mud  sunfish,  long-ear  sunfish,  shadow  bass,  peacock  bass,  white  bass,  striped  bass  and  sunshine  bass. 

Non-game  fish  -  Bowfin,  common  carp,  catfish,  pickerel,  eels,  gar,  threadfin  shad,  gizzard  shad,  shiners,  tilapia  (Nile 
perch),  killifish,  suckers,  topminnows  and  fishes  not  listed  as  freshwater  game  fish  and  not  taken  for  sport. 

Restricted  species  -  Grass  carp,  Alligator  gar,  any  freshwater  or  land  turtle,  any  frog  species 

Part  7  -  Methods  of  taking  bait 

Bait  must  be  brought  onto  the  reservation.  No  bait  fish  will  be  allowed  to  be  caught  on  the  reservation. 

Part  8  -  Bag  and  Length  Limits 

Five  (5)  Black  Bass  (largemouth,  Suwannee,  redeye,  spotted,  and  shoal  bass,  individually  or  in  total),  only  one  of 
which  may  be  22  inches  or  longer  in  total  length 

In  Big  Cypress  Reservation  only  one  (1)  bass  may  be  14  inches  in  total  length  or  longer 
In  Brighton  Reservation  all  black  bass  less  than  14  inches  in  total  length  must  be  released 

Fifty  (50)  Panfish  including  bluegill,  red-ear  sunfish,  flier,  long-ear  sunfish,  mud  sunfish,  shadow  bass,  spotted  sunfish, 

warmouth  and  redbreast  sunfish,  individually  or  in  total 

Twenty-five  (25)  Black  Crappie  and/or  white  crappie,  individually  or  in  total 

Twenty  (20)  Striped  bass,  white  bass  and  sunshine  bass  (individually  or  in  total),  of  which  only  6  may  be  24  inches  or 
longer  in  total  length) 

Two  (2)  Butterfly  peacock  bass,  only  one  of  which  may  be  17  inches  or  longer  in  total  length. 

Possession  limit  is  two  days  bag  limit.  It  is  illegal  to  transport  or  possess  more  than  two  days’  bag  limit  of  fish  per 
licensed  fisherman  without  a  state  commercial  license.  (Note:  It  is  illegal  for  a  non-Tribal  citizen  to  possess  grass  carp 
or  alligator  gar  without  a  permit) 

All  non-Tribal  citizens  must  obtain  special  Bass  fishing  permits  if  their  bag  limits  are  to  exceed  the  above  bass  limits. 
Part  9  -  Penalties  for  violating  regulations 

Enforcement  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  Fishing  Regulations  is  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  Seminole  Police 
Department  (SPD)  as  stated  in  the  Tribal  Fishing  Ordinance  No.C-01-00  Chapter  2.  These  penalties  and  regulations  do 
not  apply  to  Tribal  citizens. 

Any  person  that  violates  any  rule,  regulation  or  order  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  relating  to  fishing  on  Tribal 


;r  game  fish,  except  that  licensed  fishermen 


Any  person  that  violates  any  rule,  regulation  or  order  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  relating  to  fishing  on  Tribal 
lands  shall  be  subject  to  civil  sanctions,  including  fines,  confiscation  of  property  and  exclusion  from  the  lands  of  the 
Tribe.  Said  person  may  also  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  of  the  second  degree  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
punishable  as  provided  in  SS.775.082  and  SS.  775.083  of  the  Florida  Criminal  Code. 

Level  1  Violation:  Non-Tribal  citizens  failing  to  possess  a  valid  Non-Tribal  Fishing  Permit  while  fishing  within 
Reservation  boundaries  will  result  in  fine  of  $50  for  1st  offense  (a  second  violation  is  a  mandatory  $100  fine)  and/  or 
confiscation  of  equipment.  Failure  to  pay  fine  within  30  days  will  escalate  the  charge  to  a  Level  2  violation. 

Level  2  Violation:  Illegal  use  of  prohibited  fishing  gear,  more  than  two  Level  1  violations  or  fishing  in  prohibited  area 
will  result  in  a  fee  up  to  $500  and/or  confiscation  of  equipment. 

Level  3  Violation:  possession  of  commercial  quantities  (exceeds  defined  bag  and  length  limits)  of  fish  or  fishing  with  a 
revoked  permit  due  to  Level  1  violation  will  result  in  a  fee  of  up  to  $1,000  and/or  confiscation  of  equipment.  Failure  to 
pay  this  fine  within  30  days  will  escalate  this  violation  to  a  Level  4. 

Level  4  Violation:  possession  of  a  forged  permit  or  illegal  sale  of  fish  will  result  in  a  fee  of  $5,000  and/  or  confiscation 
of  equipment. 

Part  10  -  Restricted  Species 

Threatened  or  Endangered  Species  and  species  of  special  concern  -  No  person  shall  take,  possess,  sell  or  offer  for  sale 
any  of  these  listed  species.  No  person  shall  harm  any  threatened  or  endangered  species  or  species  of  special  concern. 
The  following  animals  are  strictly  prohibited  for  collection  by  all  non-Tribal  citizens: 

Turtles  (land  or  water)  -  Collecting  turtles  (land  or  water)  is  strictly  prohibited  for  all  non-Tribal  citizens  within  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  reservation  boundaries. 

Frogs  (any  species)  -  Collecting  any  frog  species  is  strictly  prohibited  for  all  non-Tribal  citizens  within  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida’s  reservation  boundaries. 

Grass  Carp 
Alligator  Gar 


Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
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Law  Office  of  Scott  H-  Cupp,  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive,  Suite  201 
WeMI  Palm  Beach,  Florida  3340 1 
{561)  689-3625 
Fax:  (561 )  686-4567 
c  upplaw  1 95G@bcl  lseulh.net 
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Book  Chronicles  Horses  in  Native  Culture 


[Editor ’s  Note:  Ramona  Kiyoshk  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  and  member  of  the  Ojibway  First  Nation 
of  Walpole  Island,  Ontario.  The  opinions  she  express¬ 
es  are  her  own.  She  can  be  reached  at 
satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] 

A  Song  for  the  Horse  Nation  is  about  the 
breed  of  creatures  that  Native  American  people  called 
brothers,  friends  and  allies.  Poems  by  contemporary 
writers  such  as  Sherman  Alexie  (Spokane/Coeur 
d’Alene),  Linda  Hogan  (Chickasaw)  and  Luci 
Tapahonso  (Navajo),  eulo¬ 
gize  horses  and  their  role 
in  ceremonies.  Songs  and 
stories  by  Teuton  Sioux 
recorded  at  the  start  of  the 
20th  Century  tell  of  the 
alliance  between  man  and 
horse  in  battle,  ceremony 
and  the  hunt. 

The  clothing, 
jewelry,  paintings  and 
decorative  ornaments  in 
this  hook  depict  horses  as 
the  people  saw  them.  The 
color  plates  illustrate  orig¬ 
inal  horse  gear,  including 
silver  ornaments,  blankets, 
saddles,  and  masks. 

Horses  were  decorated 
with  ceremonial  marks 
and  amulets  to  protect 
them  and  make  them 
strong  on  the  battlefield 
and  successful  in  the  hunt. 

According  to  the 
book,  horses  occupied  a 
very  short-lived  chapter  in 
the  history  of  Native 
Americans,  beginning 
with  the  wars  against  the 
French  in  the  1700s,  peak¬ 
ing  mid-century  and  dis¬ 
appearing  about  the  same 
time  as  the  buffalo. 

By  1876,  when 
the  U.S.  celebrated  its  centennial,  the  indigenous  cul¬ 
tures  that  thrived  across  North  America  were  decimat¬ 
ed,  the  buffalo  killed  off  and  the  remaining  Native 
populations  were  assigned  to  reservations  where  they 
struggled  against  starvation  and  disease.  The  day  of 
the  noble  warrior  astride  a  mighty  steed  had  passed 
into  history,  but  the  image  still  stands,  a  reminder  of  a 
country’s  dubious  glory  and  a  pop  culture  icon  that 
has  come  to  represent  a  people. 

The  breed  of  horse  indigenous  to  North 
America  was  small  and  became  extinct  10,000  years 
before  Columbus  arrived,  bringing  25  Andalusians  on 
his  voyage.  When  they  first  saw  the  horse,  Native 
Americans  were  afraid  of  them,  believing  them  to  be 
monsters  or  messengers  from  the  heavens.  Sky  dogs 
and  thunder  dogs  were  some  of  the  names  they  called 
them. 

The  Spaniards,  who  came  with  conquest  in 
mind,  tried  to  keep  the  horses  from  the  indigenous 


peoples,  knowing  that  by  acquiring  such  a  useful  ani¬ 
mal,  they  would  be  able  to  better  defend  themselves. 
The  book  states  that  the  horses  acquired  by  the  Indians 
could  not  be  ancestors  of  Columbus’  horses,  as  the 
Spanish  soldiers  rode  only  stallions  and  the  two  mares 
they  had  were  sent  home. 

Another  theory  about  how  Native  Americans 
acquired  horses  is  that  the  Spanish,  who  conquered 
and  occupied  the  Pueblo  cultures  in  the  Southwest 
U.S.,  brought  pigs,  chickens,  goats,  sheep,  and  of 

course,  horses.  The  peace¬ 
ful  inhabitants  put  up  with 
the  Spanish  for  years,  but 
one  day  finally  got  fed  up 
with  and  routed  them. 

The  fleeing 

Spaniards  left  their  live¬ 
stock,  including  horses, 
which  the  Pueblo  Indians 
bred  and  traded  to  other 
Tribes  and  eventually,  the 
horse  became  part  of  every 
indigenous  Nation. 

By  the  1700s, 
most  Tribes  in  the  Far 
West  were  mounted  and 
horses  had  became  work¬ 
ing  partners  in  hunting,  in 
battle  and  used  for  trans¬ 
portation,  leaving  more 
time  for  recreation,  art  and 
developing  new  ways  to 
make  life  easier  and  better. 
While  some  Tribes  saw 
horses  as  helpers  and 
friends,  other  Tribes  used 
them  as  a  source  of  food. 

The  100  year 
romance  between  horse 
and  Indian  was  passionate, 
beautiful  and  memorable. 
Movies,  pop  culture  and 
history  books  helped  keep 
the  mystique  of  the  Indian 
and  his  horse  alive  today. 
The  Natives  took  naturally  to  the  animals  and  the 
horse  adapted  to  the  rigors  of  hunting  and  battle. 

Indian  ponies  were  cared  for  and  respected.  Nowhere 
in  the  book  did  I  find  a  whip. 

It  probably  is  not  a  coincidence  that  the  two 
editors  of  this  book,  George  P.  Horse  Capture 
(A’aninin)  and  Emil  Her  Many  Horses  (Oglala 
Lakota),  have  horse  references  in  their  names.  Many 
Native  people  had  some  version  of  horse  in  their 
names.  George  P.  Horse  Capture  is  a  scholar  in  anthro¬ 
pology  and  history,  as  well  as  the  author  of  several 
books.  Emil  Her  Many  Horses  is  an  associate  curator 
of  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  a  his¬ 
torian,  and  a  beadwork  artist. 

Everyone  who  loves  history  will  enjoy  this 
lively,  colorful  trip  back  in  time,  with  its  archived 
photographs,  the  writings  and  the  stories.  A  Song  for 
the  Horse  Nation  is  a  book  you  will  treasure  and  pick 
up  again  and  again. 


A  Song  for  the  Horse  Nation  (Horses  in  Native 
American  Cultures) 

Published  by  the  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian,  2007 

Smithsonian  Institution,  in  association  with  Fulcrum 
Publishing,  Golden,  Colorado. 

Edited  by  George  P.  Horse  Capture  and  Emil  Her 
Many  Horses 

96  pages  (photographs,  sepias,  drawings,  poems  and 
essays) 
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ATTENTION  VENDORS! 

Chairman,  Mitchell  Cypress 

invites  .ill  irib.il  members  and  members  of  other  Tribes  to  sell  Arts  And  crafts  at  the  Annual  Veterans  Day 
Celebration:  on  Thursday;  November  £,  2007,  .11  the  Rodeo  Arena  and  Entertainment  Complex  on  the  Big 

Cypress  Seminole  Indian  Reservation. 

All  vendors  will  be  held  to  rhe  “truth  in  advertising”  siandards  provided  for  in  the  American  Indian  Arts  & 
Crafts  Act  of  3990.  Vendors  are  expected  to  be  members  of  a  federally-recognized  Tribe  and  shall  not  sell 
anything  not  made  by  an  American  Indian  or  Alaska  Native. 


If  you  arc  interested  in  reserving  booth  space  ar  the  20th  Anmm!  Veteran's  day 
Celebration,  please  contact  Mary  Birch -Hans on  at  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum: 

954-797-5579 

Deadline  Tuesday,  Nov.  6th 

The  Act  of  August  27,  1935  [49  Stat.  891^  25  U.5.C.  305  ct  seq.j  IS  U.5.C.  1  L58-59)p  created  the  Indian 
Arts  and  Crafts  Board.  The  Board  is  responsible  for  promoting  the  development  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  arrs  and  crafts,  improving  die  economic  status  of  members  of  Federally- recognized  tribes, 
and  helping  to  develop  and  expand  marketing  opportunities  for  arts  and  crafts  produced  by  American 
Indians  and  Alaska  Natives,  The  1935  Act  adopted  criminal  penalties  for  selling  goods  with 
misrepresentations  that  they  were  Indian  produced,  This  provision*  currently  located  in  section  1159  of 
title  IS*  United  States  Code,  set  fines  not  to  exceed  $500  or  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six  months,  or 
both.  Although  this  Saw  was  in  effect  for  many  years,  it  provided  no  meaningful  deterrent  to  those  who 
misrepresent  imitation  arts  and  crafts  as  Indian  produced.  In  addition,  it  required. '  "willful"  intent  to  prove 
□  violation,  and  very  link  enforcement  took  place.  In  response  to  growing  sales  in  die  billion  dollar  U.S, 
Indian  arts  and  crafts  market  of  products  misrepresented  or  erroneously  represented  as  produced  by 
Indians,  the  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990.  This  Act  is  essentially  a 
truth- in-advertising  law  designed  to  prevent  marketing  products  as  ‘  Indian  made"  when  the  products  are 
not.  in  fact,  made  by  Indians  as  defined  by  the  Act. 
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*  School 

Continued  from  page  1 


pared  to  survive  in  an  uncertain 
future. 

Then,  Culture  Teacher  Jay 
Braswell,  and  a  very  special  group 
of  students,  made  their  way  to  the 
stage.  It  was  the  newly-elected 
Pemayetv  Emahakv  Student 
Council.  Brighton  Rep.  Roger 
Smith  introduced  them  to  the  audi¬ 
ence. 

The  Student  Council  is: 
Delaney  Osceola,  chairman, 


world  our  Tribe  needs  new  leaders,  educated  leaders. 

It’s  all  up  to  you.” 

Next  Alice  Sweat,  who  heads  up  the 
Community  Care  for  the  Elderly  (CCE)  at  Brighton 
and  Big  Cypress,  led  a  word  of  prayer  in  Creek.  She 
told  the  audience  she  was  asking  for  a  blessing  for  the 
school,  the  teachers,  for  the  directors  and  leaders,  and 
a  blessing  on  the  food  to  be  served. 

Then,  Brighton  Council  Representative  Roger  Layton  Thomas,  5th  Grade, 
Smith  took  the  mic.  He  said  the  Brighton  school  has  '  '  ‘‘ 

come  a  long  way  “lfom  the  wooden  school  where  Mr. 

[William]  Boehmer  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
taught  us  here  in  the  50s,  to  this  concrete  building 
today.” 

“It  is  the  first  Tribal  charter  school  in  the 
[Eastern]  United  States,”  he  said.  “The  more  education 
our  children  get,  the  more  that  will  help  our  Tribe.” 

Billy  Cypress,  chairman  of  the  Miccosukee 
Tribe,  also  spoke  at  the  Ribbon  Cutting  Ceremony. 

Cypress  said  the  Miccosukee  Tribe  came  to  show  then- 
support  for  the  approach  the  Seminole  Tribe  is  taking 
in  “determining  what  kind  of  education  and  determin¬ 
ing  what  kind  of  community  they  want  their  young 
folks  to  live  in.” 

“When  you  see  a  school  like  this  being  built 
in  a  community  it  is  telling  you  something,”  he  contin¬ 
ued.  “It  is  an  investment  in  your  young  folks  and  in 
your  community.” 

Brighton  Board  Representative  Johnnie  Jones 
spoke  next.  He  explained  that  the  Charter  School  “was 
started  because  we  were  losing  our  tradition  and  our 
culture." 


Jones  explained 
to  the  guests  how  the 
Brighton  education  staff 
taught  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage  classes  at  Brighton 
one  day  a  week  through 
the  Pull-Out  Program 
each  Friday.  The  program 
was  started  in  2003. 

“I  am  glad  that 
Louise  and  her  education 
staff  pushed  for  this 
school  and  now  the  chil¬ 
dren  can  come  five  days  a 
week  and  learn  our  lan¬ 
guage  and  our  culture. 
Without  them,  the  stu¬ 
dents  would  still  be  going 
to  Okeechobee.  Some  of 
the  kids  today  can  speak 
their  language  and  I  am 
proud  of  them,”  he  said. 

Jones  reminded 
the  guests  that  there  was 
a  day  when  teaching 
Indian  youth  their  lan¬ 
guage  was  forbidden  in 
this  country,  and  how 
important  it  is  that 
Seminole  youth  be  pre- 


Michael  Garcia,  4th  Grade,  Riley 
Osceola,  3rd  Grade,  Iona  Tommie, 

2nd  Grade,  Lance  Howard,  1st 
Grade,  and  Mallory  Thomas, 

Kindergarten. 

Then  Smith  swore  each  of 
the  representatives  into  office. 

Each  student  stood  alone,  in  full 
Seminole  dress,  lifted  his  or  her 
right  hand,  placed  their  left  hand 
on  the  Bible,  and  earnestly  took  an 
oath  over  a  microphone  in  front  of 
hundreds  of  family,  friends  and 
strangers.  Each  gave  a  short 
acceptance  speech,  first  speaking 
in  Creek,  then  in  English. 

Tribal  Treasurer  Mike  D.  Tiger  spoke  next. 

He  addressed  the  audience  on  behalf  of  his  mother,  the 
late  Winifred  Tiger,  who  played  a  crucial  role  in  edu¬ 
cating  Seminole  youth. 

“She  envisioned  something  like  this  coming 
about  some  day,”  Tiger  said.  “It  is  something  we  have 
all  worked  on  . . .  education  is 
something  you  can  never  have 
taken  away  from  you  and  we 


Ralph  Pad 

Education  Director  Louise  Gopher 


Many  Tribal  citizens  attended  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  grand  opening. 


Ralph  Pacheco 

(L-R)  Delaney  Osceola  and  Rep.  Roger  Smith 


(L-R)  Pastor  Paul  “Cowbone”  Buster  and  exchange  student  Jamie  from  Ukraine. 

Busters  Hosts  Third  Exchange  Student 

By  Felix  DoBosz  her  understand  a  great  deal  more  about  Native 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Paul  “Cowbone”  American  culture  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 

Buster,  Hollywood  Tribal  citizen,  and  his  wife  Meg,  Florida’s  history,  customs,  beliefs  and  language. 


After  the  Tribal  dignitaries 
spoke,  there  were  honored  guests  who 
spoke  as  well.  The  first  was  Phoebe 
Raulerson.  Raulerson  was  elected 
Florida’s  Principal  of  the  Year  in  1990 
as  well  as  serving  as  a  principal  for  12 
years,  spending  some  of  that  time  as 
Okeechobee  High  School’s  principal. 

She  also  served  as  the 
Okeechobee  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  currently 
serves  on  the  Florida  Board 
of  Education. 

Raulerson  said  she 
felt  strongly  that  heritages 
like  the  Seminole  Tribe’s 
are  very  important  to  keep 
alive  in  America.  The 
Seminole  enrich  the  state  of 
Florida  and  tell  Americans 
much  about  themselves  as  a 

people,  she  said.  _ 

“In  this  United 

States,  all  the  Tribes  are  going  to  be  look¬ 
ing  at  this  school  because  all  of  them  will 
lose  their  language  if  their  children  do  not 
learn  it,”  Raulerson  said.  “And  if  they  lose 
their  language,  there  is  no  more  Tribe.  It  is 
extremely  important  [this  goes  well]  for 
this  community,  and  extremely  important 
for  our  nation.” 

Then  Raulerson  read  a  congratula¬ 
tory  letter  from  Lt.  Governor  Jeff 
Kottcamp.  In  part,  the  letter  said:  “This 
school  will  ensure  that  future  generations 
of  Seminoles  will  learn  about  their  her- 

_  itage.  At  this  school,  Seminole  children 

will  build  their  own  foundation  for  success 
by  learning  the  ways  of 
today  and  the  ways  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  through 
many  generations.” 

Then  she  introduced 
another  remarkable  educator, 
the  acting  Commissioner  of 
Education,  Jeanine 
Blomberg.  According  to 
Raulerson,  Blomberg  “has  a 
unique  interest  in  this  school 
because  she  is  a  member  of 
the  Chickasaw  Tribe.” 

She  said  throughout 
the  30  years  she  has  worked 
at  the  Department  of 
Education  in  Tallahassee  she 
visited  many  schools 
throughout  Florida  but  this 
one  means  most  to  her  per¬ 
sonally.  She  commended  the 
uniqueness  of  the  Charter 
School  in  that  the  students 
will  be  able  to  learn  then- 
culture  integrated  with  their 
curriculum. 

“I  just  wanted  to 
point  out  to  the  kids  that  you 
have  an  incredible  opportu¬ 
nity  to  learn  your  language,” 
she  said.  “I  think  back  and 


FSU  President  T.K.  WethereU 


are  currently  hosting  their  third  exchange  student 
from  Sevastopol,  Ukraine  in  Eastern  Europe.  Her 
homeland  is  located  on  the  Crimea  Peninsula  and 
borders  Russia  to  the  east. 

Student  Yevgeniya 
Pashukevych.  16.  or  "Jamie"  I 
as  Cowbone  calls  her.  is  bond-  H 
ing  well  with  the  Buster  fami-  I 
ly.  Cowbone  said  their  rela¬ 
tionship  is  just  as  a  father- 
daughter  relationship  should 
be;  just  as  it  was  with  his 
daughters,  Jessica  and 
Melissa. 

For  the  past  two 
months,  Jamie  has  been  living 
with  the  Buster  family  and  Br  "  -% 

attending  classes  at  ,« 

Hollywood  Hills  High  School,  v 
She  said  she  is  very  energetic  [ 
about  learning  at  a  U.S. 
school  and  earning  straight  f 


Jamie  is  very  bright 
and  speaks  three  languages, 
Ukrainian,  Russian  and 
English,  fluently.  After  she 
graduates,  she  said  she  hopes 


Yevgeniya  “Jaime”  Pashukevych 


Along  with  his  family,  Cowbone  has  taken 
Jamie  to  church  on  Sundays  to  learn  more  about  the 
Bible  and  God.  Just  like  her  host  dad,  Jamie  loves 
music  and  enjoys  playing  gui- 
tar  along  with  Cowbone.  He 
'■  said  she  has  a  great  voice,  but 
•’'sunlit  -  I  like  most  kids  her  age,  is  shy 
to  sing  in  front  of  a  live  audi- 


Cowbone  said  he  has 
had  wonderful  experiences 
hosting  two  exchange  students 
in  the  past.  The  first  student, 
Anica  (Hoopaa-ontehche,  or 
“One  From  Afar”),  he  and  his 
family  hosted  came  from 
Germany,  and  the  second  stu¬ 
dent,  Fai,  hailed  from 
Thailand.  Both  students  lived 
at  his  family’s  Hollywood 
home  for  about  a  year  each; 
Anica  in  2003-2004,  and  Fai 
in  2004-2005. 

He  also  traveled  to 
Germany  back  in  2005  to 
meet  his  exchange  student 
Anica  and  her  family  and 
friends.  Cowbone  said  he 


to  continue  her  education  by  attending  a  university  hopes  to  continue  his  travels,  but  unfortunately  due 


back  home,  possibly  majoring  in  business  adminis¬ 
tration  and  management. 

During  Jamie’s  short  two-month  stay  in 
the  U.S.,  she  has  visited  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  in  Big  Cypress.  She  said  this  visit  helped 


his  health,  it  has  been  rather  difficult  at  times  to 
find  the  strength. 

“Hopefully  soon,  someone  will  donate  a 
kidney  to  me,”  Cowbone  said.  “I  will  be  forever 
gratefiil.” 


research  projects  down,”  Wetherell  said.  “We  can’t  tell 
you  how  proud  we  are  being  a  part  of  Seminole  cul¬ 
ture.” 

Pemayetv  Emahakv  principal  Russ  Brown,  a 
man  with  many  achievements  in  the  education  field, 
then  spoke.  Brown  talked  about  the  innovative  pro¬ 
grams  and  curriculum  the  Charter  School  will  have, 
including  the  Apple  computer  and  iPod  program,  the 
physical  education  program,  nutrition  program  and  the 
reading  and  math  programs,  and  especially,  the  culture 
programs. 

Brown  also  informed  the  audience  about  the 
process  of  getting  the  Charter  School  off  the  ground. 
He  said  the  Glades  County  School  Board  approved  the 
charter  school’s  application  in  2005.  According  to 

Brown,  the  school  board  agreed 
to  sponsor  the  school. 

“We  are  fortunate  and 
pleased  to  have  Glades  County 
Public  Schools  as  a  partner  and 
for  the  leadership  they  have  pro¬ 
vided,”  said  Brown. 

The  final  speaker  was 
Sandra  Barker,  chief  executive 
officer  of  Pemayetv  Emahakv 
Charter  School,  Inc.  According  to 
event  emcee  Will  Bacon  of  the 
Tribe’s  Education  Department, 
“she  was  crucial  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  school.” 

“I  want  to  express 
appreciation  and  gratitude  to  the 
Seminole  Tribal  Council  and  to 
Louise  Gopher  for  the  prospect 
of  becoming  a  significant  part  of 
this  incredible  project,”  said 
Baker.  “This  initiative  has 
become  the  most  significant 
object  of  the  entire  35  years  I 
have  spent  in  education.” 

During  these  proceed¬ 
ings,  both  Barker  and  Gopher 
were  presented  with  a  bouquet  of 
flowers  as  a  special  thank  you. 

Gopher  also  introduced 
the  Seminole  royalty  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  asked  each  one  to  speak.  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  2007-2008  Jennifer  Chalfant,  19,  Bird  Clan, 
spoke  first. 

“I  wish  all  the  students  good  luck  and  wish  I 
could  have  gone  here,”  she  said. 

Junior  Miss  Florida  Seminole  Princess  Alicia 
Nunez,  14,  Panther  Clan,  and  daughter  of  David  and 
Deanna  Nunez,  then  spoke. 

“It  took  me  until  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  to 
realize  that  every  decision  and  every  choice  is  going  to 

_ _ _ _ _ _  affect  every  part  of  my  life,”  she  said,  mostly  address- 

'We  are  already  beginning  to  send  interns  and  ’n8  her  peers.  This  is  where  it  starts.  I  have  had  most 

of  the  teachers  and  so  it 
is  going  to  be  a  won¬ 
derful  school  year.” 

After  the  rib¬ 
bon  cutting,  tours  of  the 
school  were  followed 
by  a  dinner,  with  most 
of  the  catering  and 
decor  provided  by 
Seminole  businesses 
including  Best  Buds 
Flower  Shop,  Renegade 
Barbeque  and  caterers 
Mary  Jo  Micco  and  J.R. 
Huff. 

A  commemo¬ 
rative,  limited  edition 
sculpture,  dedicated  to 
the  children  of  the 
Pemayetv  Emahakv 
Charter  School,  was 
given  to  each  attendee. 

It  was  based  on  the  art 
of  renowned  artist  Sara 
Kuck,  whose  paintings 
hang  in  the  foyer  and 
the  library  of  the 
school. 


Ralph  Pacheco 

Hollywood  Council  Rep.  Max  Osceola  Jr. 


my  mother  went  to  an  Indian  boarding  school  but  she 
was  not  encouraged  to  speak  her  language.” 

T.K.  Wetherell,  president  of  Florida  State 
University  (FSU),  then  spoke. 

“I  would  like  to  commend  the  Tribe  for  the 
vision  to  develop  this  school,”  he  said.  “It  just  an  out¬ 
standing  example  how  the  Tribe  works  with  their 
vision  and  realization  that  change  is  inevitable,  but 
also,  to  recognize  the  importance  of  one’s  history.” 

He  congratulated  all  involved  and  said  FSU 
looks  forward  to  working  with  Pemayetv  Emahakv. 


Ahfachkee  Students  Embark  on  Seminole  Trek 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Coach  Randall  Cleckler, 
physical  education  teacher  at  Ahfachkee,  recognized 
an  opportunity  when  he  came  across  “Laps  the  World” 
on  the  pecentral.com  wehsite,  a  resource  for  P.E. 
teachers  to  come  up  with  innovative  ways  of  teaching 
curriculum.  Martine  Carr,  a  teacher  at  Annunciation 
Orthodox  School  in  Houston,  developed  the  program 
where  her  students  ran  around  the  entire  U.S. 

“Adjusting  the  program  to  incorporate  the 
Seminole  culture  was  an  easy  task  and  the  more  I 
looked  into  it,  the  more  opportunities  presented  them¬ 
selves,”  he  said.  “The  basic  Seminole  culture  had  its 
early  origin  in  the  Carolinas  and  over  several  cen¬ 
turies,  extenuating  circumstances  and  social  pressures, 
it  migrated  west  and  south  into  the  peninsula  of 
Florida.” 

Using  an  atlas,  Cleckler  tabulated  the  mileage 
between  the  capitals  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Florida,  eventually  adding  the  distance 
from  Tallahassee  to  Clewiston.  The  final  figures  indi¬ 
cated  the  Seminole  culture  completed  a  trek  of 
approximately  1,215  miles. 

Dividing  the  distance  into  five  different 


stages  represented  by  the  states,  Cleckler  devised  a 
system  for  the  students,  from  third  grade  and  up,  to 
participate  in  their  ancestral  trek.  At  the  beginning  of 
each  P.E.  class  in  the  gym,  five  minutes  were  set  aside 
for  trek  recognition.  For  each  lap  the  students  made 
around  the  gym,  they  were  credited  with  five  miles  on 
their  Seminole  Trek.  Mileage  was  tabulated  and  an 
award  system  established. 

Working  with  the  Culture  Department, 
awards  were  assigned  to  each  stage  of  the  journey. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  stage  each  participant 
receives  a  lanyard,  which  will  eventually  hold  objects 
that  represent  various  facets  of  the  trek,  and  a  drum  to 
signify  following  one’s  own  drummer.  After  complet¬ 
ing  the  final  stage,  participants  received  a  medicine 
ring,  “representing  the  Seminole  as  a  whole  and  all 
that  encompasses  the  Seminole  culture,”  according  to 
Cleckler. 

There  are  approximately  115  participants  in 
the  program,  with  two  or  three  having  nearly  complet¬ 
ed  the  second  phase  of  the  trek.  Although  not  a  timed 
competition  —  rather  a  personal  achievement  —  stu¬ 
dent  enthusiasm  was  high  and  they  were  encouraging 
each  other  to  finish.  Joey  Porter  is  currently  in  the  lead 
and  before  long  will 
be  entering  the  third 
stage. 

Assistant 

Physical  Education 
Instructor  D.J.  Tille  is 
working  on  the  proj¬ 
ect  with  Cleckler  and 
has  determined  that  it 
takes  18  laps  around 
the  gym  to  make  a 
mile.  Based  on  this 
data,  a  student  will 
have  averaged  six 
miles  of  actual  run¬ 
ning  per  week,  if  they 
complete  the  trek  by 
the  end  of  the  school 
year.  This  breaks 
down  into  eight  laps 
within  the  five  min¬ 
utes  set  aside  during 
each  class. 

Completing 
the  trek  will  not  only 
be  a  triumph  from  a 
cultural  viewpoint  for 
the  mind,  but  will 
build  physical  stami¬ 
na  that  will  benefit 
the  body. 


Tutoring  on  all  Reservations! 

Tte-  Education  Dfipsrtitifitttwijuld  like  tc 
enctfutfgc  ^11  Tribaf  parents  and  stodejito 
totakejsdvairtage  of  our  tutoring  program. 

We  now  offer  five  hours*  wss*  of 
private  tutoring  for  all  students 
needing  helping  academic  subject. 

We  can  also  provide  assista  nce  for  a!  I 
students  preparing  for  the  SAT  and  ACT. 

lit*  lit  CUfTtlftt  Juli&W  Tutdf  L-V-jliriildr. 
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liach  nine  Wteki*  ihe  Koll^nod  Lducal  icm  Lkpaitmenl 
w il  I  ha* e  ,i  part*  fnr  sludciiE*  hvitii  a  2.5  C  rP A  l*t  hiylL «  & 
mcndaoKc.  The  fKirt>-  will  he  held  m  one  or  the 
tbllou  mg  plaec*: 

*  Pizza  Part*  at  Chuck  E,  Cheese 

*  WsiicijilSd  C"i\y 

*  Boa  men 

*  I  MAX  Theulcr 

*  Muummi  of  Discover}  and  Science 

*  Ice  Skating 

*  Pave  &.  Buster 

These  Students  w  ill  also  he  emend  m  in  a  Grand  PHmf 
Drawings  txn  n  Spccml  Prize  Lli  be  announced  at  llic 
party  lone  drawing  Km  a  girl  and  one  foru  hajilM!!!’! 


Make  sure  lo  grt  your  Report  Cards  to  I  lie  Lditcalion 
Department  os  soun  as  possible. 


Congratulations  to  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  Students  of  the  Week,  who  were  recog¬ 
nized  the  week  of  Oct.  1-5.  The  students  were  honored  with  a  pizza  party,  and  are  shown  here  with  school 
Principal  Russ  Brown. 

Students  of  the  week  were:  Kindergarten:  Mrs.  Coleman’s  Class:  Donovan  Harris,  Mrs.  Webber’s 
Class:  Marcie  Osceola;  1st  Grade:  Mrs.  Davis’  Class:  Raeley  Matthews,  Mrs.  Ringstaff’s  Class:  Blake 
Baker;  2nd  Grade:  Mrs.  Ball’s  Class:  Billy  Yates,  Mrs.  Hudson  Class:  Cheyenne  Fish;  3rd  Grade:  Mrs. 
Clements’  Class:  Jerry  Smith,  Mrs.  Pryor’s  Class:  Bailey  Tedders;  4th  Grade:  Mrs.  Tedder’s  Class:  Tamea 
Allen,  Mrs.  Williams’  Class:  Keyana  Nelson;  5th  Grade:  Mrs.  Finney’s  Class:  Myrick  Puente. 


Partnership  Leads  to  a  Special  Summer  Camp  Experience 

Area  Youngsters  Experience  an  Evening  of  Indigenous  Cultural  Arts 


Submitted  by  the  Art  and  Culture  Center  of 
Hollywood 

HOLLYWOOD  —  In  July,  members  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  including  Bonnie  Motlow, 
Jo  Motlow  North  and  Alex  Tommie,  taught  a  week- 
long  session  at  the  Art  and  Culture  Center  of 
Hollywood’s  Young  Artist  summer  camps.  Twenty- 
five  camp  participants,  ages  5-12,  learned  about  tradi¬ 
tional  Seminole  arts  projects,  including  doll  making, 
basket  weaving  and  beadwork  necklaces. 

The  camp  ended  in  a  visual  arts  exhibition 
for  family  and  friends,  who  admired  the  children’s 
handiwork.  This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  that  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  has  taught  a  session  of  the 
Art  and  Culture  Center’s  Young  Artist  camp.  This 
enables  children  who  are  not  part  of  the  Tribe  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  these  activities  and  become  better  educated 
on  American  Indian  culture  and  traditions. 

The  camp  is  the  second  partnership  this  year 
between  The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  the  Ait 
and  Culture  Center  of  Hollywood.  On  Aug.  23,  the 
Tribe’s  Boys  &  Girls  Club  partnered  with  the  center  to 
present  an  evening  of  indigenous  cultural  arts  at  the 
Hollywood  Central  Performing  Arts  Center. 


This  evening  of  indigenous  cultural  aware¬ 
ness  and  exchange  was  attended  by  more  than  400 
people,  including  many  children  who  were  delighted 
by  Santa  Ana  Pueblo  member  Emmett  “Shkeme” 
Garcia’s  storytelling  presentation,  which  kicked  off  the 
evening. 

Also  performing  was  singer  and  hand  drum 
musician  Soni  Moreno  (of  the  famed  Native  American 
female  trio  “Ulali”),  Seminole  Youth 
singer/songwriter/musician  R.C.  North,  hip  hop/rap 
artist  Katerina  Pihera,  and  the  New  Zealand-based, 
traditional  Maori  performing  arts  group,  Amokura.  A 
meet-and-greet  reception  with  Amokura,  who  had  per¬ 
formed  the  day  before  at  the  Seminole  Okalee  Indian 
Village,  rounded  out  the  evening. 

Additionally,  Jo  Motlow  North,  the  Tribe’s 
language  and  culture  coordinator,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Art  and  Culture  Center  of  Hollywood’s  Board 
of  Trustees  since  2003.  Fast  year,  she  received  the 
Center’s  Crystal  Vision  Gala  Award  for  individual 
leadership  in  the  arts. 

For  more  information  about  the  Art  and 
Culture  Center  of  Hollywood,  please  call  (954)  921- 
3274. 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Art  and  Culture  Center 

Members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  teach  Art  and  Culture  Center  of  Hollywood  Summer  campers. 


4-H  Categories 


Here  are  a  few  of  the  categories  of  projects  available  to  4-H'ers;  If  there  is  any  child  of  the  age 
5-7  (pee-wee)  8-18  (if  in  high  school)  that  are  interested  in  4-H  please  contact  Polly  Hayes, 
(863)  634-8899,  Michael  Bond,  (863)  634-4439  or  Crystal  Burkett,  (863)  228-4607 


General  Agriculture;  Pizza  Garden,  An 
Agriculture.Adventure.  Gifts  of  Gold., 
Communication  &  Expressive  Arts  &  Sciences; 

Media  Arts/Visual  Arts,  Photography,  Leisure  Arts, 
Arts  and  Crafts,  Woodworking,  Performing  Arts, 
Public  Speaking, 

Environmental  Education;  Environmental 
Education/Stewardship  (General),  Energy,  Earth 
Sciences,  Entomology,  Forestry,  Marine/Aquatic 
Education,  Sport  Fishing,  Outdoor  Education, 
Waste  Management,  Wildlife  Ecology,  Water 
Quality/Conservation, 

Animal  Sciences;  General  Animal  Sciences, 

Beef,  Dairy,  Goats,  Horse,  Poultry  &  Embryology, 
Sheep,  Swine,  Livestock  Judging,  Rabbits,  Dog 
Care  and  Training,  Pets  and  Small  Animals, 
Veterinary  Science, 

Citizenship  and  Leadership;  Leadership 
Development,  Citizenship,  Character  Education, 


Community  Development  and  Service  Learning, 
Cultural  Education  ,  Global  Education, 
Intergenerational  Program,  Volunteerism/ 
Community  Service, 

Individual  and  Family  Resources;  Child 
Development,  Clothing,  Consumer  Education  , 
Foods  and  Nutrition,  Health,  Home  Environment, 
Human  Development,  Personal  Development, 
Safety, 

Plant  Sciences;  General  Plant  Science, 
Gardening,  Mowing  and  Lawn  Care,  Horticulture 
ID/Judging, 

Career  Development;  Workforce  Preparation 
Career  Development, 

Science  and  Technology;  General  Science  and 
Technology,  Aerospace,  Astronomy,  Automotive, 
Bicycle,  Computer,  Electric  or  Electronic  Projects, 
Small  Engines  and  Field  Equipment, 


Preschool  Hosts  Trike-A-Thon  to  Benefit  Charity 

Youngsters  Ride  for  St.  Jude  Children  ’s  Hospital 


Judy  Weeks 


Analysse  Stockton  was  singing  to  herself  as  she 
completed  the  course. 


Judy  Weeks 

Big  Cypress  Shirley  Clay  possessed  the  winning 
number  in  the  laptop  raffle. 


Judy  Weeks 

Preschoolers  negotiate  the  obstacle  course  at  the  Trike-a-thon. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The 
Seminole  Tribe’s  Preschool 
Department  staff  at  Big  Cypress  and 
Immokalee  hosted  a  Trike-a-thon  to 
benefit  St.  Jude  Research  Children’s 
Hospital  at  the  basketball  court  in  Big 
Cypress  on  the  Oct.  19. 

Gina  Allardyce  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe’s  Fitness  Department 
played  an  important  role  in  organizing 
the  event  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
preparation  of  a  course  that  included 
cones,  signs  and  a  chalk  road  map  to 
assist  these  little  drivers  of  the  future. 

Youngsters  ranging  from  one 
to  6  years  of  age  climbed  onto  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  tricycles,  scooters,  and  bikes 
with  training  wheels  in  support  of  all 
the  children  who  are  less  fortunate 
and  require  the  medical  assistance 
offered  at  St.  Jude.  Much  of  the  valu¬ 
able  research  that  takes  place  is  bene¬ 
ficial  in  creating  a  healthier  future  for 
generations  yet  to  be  bom. 

Assisted  by  their  teachers  and  parents,  the 
children  donned  knee  and  elbow  pads  and  protective 
head  gear,  giving  them  the  appearance  of  a  miniature 
football  team.  Divided  into  two  groups  representing 
the  toddlers  and  more  advanced  ages,  they  lined  up  for 
the  whistle  blow. 

Many  of  the  little  ones  have  not  mastered  the 
concept  of  pedals  and  used  their  feet  to  propel  them 
through  the  course,  often  in  reverse.  The  older  group 
made  several  trips  around  the  course  and  then 
swapped  places  with  the  younger  children. 


Amazingly  enough,  the  preschoolers  did  not 
knock  over  any  signs  or  cones.  This  cannot  be  said, 
however,  for  the  adults.  Juanita  Osceola  offered  a 
$100  donation  on  behalf  of  the  teachers  and  parents 
who  would  complete  the  course  on  tricycles.  Michelle 
Ford,  Sheila  Aguilar  and  Lorraine  Gray  accepted  the 
challenge. 

Watching  the  adults  was  hysterical  as  knees 
collided  with  handle  bars  and  legs  dragged  on  the 
ground.  What  looked  simple  turned  into  a  lot  of  work 
for  muscles  that  weren’t  used  to  this  kind  of  abuse. 

Cones  rocked  and  signs  fell.  Finally, 
they  resorted  to  the  toddler  method  of 
leg  propulsion  in  the  hope  of  eventual¬ 
ly  reaching  the  finish  line. 

Raffle  tickets  had  been  on 
sale  for  a  Sony  VAIO®  laptop  during 
the  two  weeks  preceding  the  event.  As 
the  time  of  reckoning  drew  near,  pre¬ 
schooler  Tauni  Cypress,  3,  took  the 
microphone  and  said,  “Buy  tickets. 
Give  Money!” 

A  few  minutes  later,  she 
reached  into  the  jar  and  pulled  out  the 
winning  number.  Handing  it  to 
Preschool  Director  Leona  Tommie- 
Williams,  the  winner  was  announced. 
Big  Cypress’  Shirley  Clay  had  earned 
the  right  to  take  home  the  laptop. 

Taking  off  their  protective 
gear,  the  youthful  competitors  played 
in  the  bounce  houses  and  then  cooled 
down  with  snow  cones  and  juice 
boxes.  Traveling  the  short  distance  to 
the  Big  Cypress  Preschool,  everyone 
enjoyed  a  pizza  party. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Michelle  Ford  and  Sheila  Aguilar  accept  a  challenge. 


Fourteen-month-old  Mara  Osceola-Turtle  liked 
reverse  best. 


Judy  Weeks 

Three-year-old  Ivan  Otero  gives  a  quizzical  exam¬ 
ination  to  the  chalk  road  map. 


It's  not  too  early  to  think  about 
your  holiday  signs  &  banners! 


ttfM  Stirling  Rood  Jin  ihe  Sf-Hing  F fceti] 


10 %  off  your  next  order  oyer  5200 


95^967-6730 


wred;  K^WigrtaJtqmy^r^.ocrn 

*****  S^riiiw*tre^d.EOfll 


January  1 4, 


The  Education  Department  invites  all 
0  9th-  ]  lih  graders,  (i  ED.  post  ^rnduale  stu¬ 
dents  Lo  meet  with  repn^entatives  of  different 
urmersiu.  college  and  technical  schools. 
Come  and  learn  about  your  options  and  how 
ao  prepare  for  celled!! 

Please  RSYP  before  NovJ5  and 
I  comae L  y our  Reservation  Advisors  or  Higher 

■  Education  a  (9541 9B9-6S40T  exL  10540  or 

■  l055l  SEE  YOU  THERE!!!!!!! 


Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 

Chiropractic  Physician 
Successfully  Treating... 

•  Neck  Fain 

*  Lower  Back  Pain 

•  Headaches  ? 

•  Leg  &!  Arm  Pain  ^ 

•  Joint  Pain 

•  Muscle  Pain 

*  Auto  Accident  fain 

Wit  accept  your  insurance  plan,  PPO's, 

POS,  Medicare,  Auto  Insurance. 


Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10830  Pines  Blvd,  *  Pembroke  Fines 
{954)  432-5006 
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Kailin  Brown 

Eighty  five  percent  of  my  class  adores  our 
fabulous  school  Pemayetv  Emahakv.  It  provides  us 
with  different  kinds  of  resources.  My  favorite  ones 
are  the  caring  teachers  and  the  awesome  play¬ 
ground.  Now  stay  timed  for  more  details  on  why 
Pemayetv  Emahakv  is  No.l. 

Yahoooo!  I  savor  my  favorite  school 
because  of  our  helpful  teachers.  For  example,  my 
teacher  Mrs.  Tedders  and  her  teachers  aide  Mrs. 
Elliott  assists  us  with  our  different  varieties  of  work 
such  as  math,  science,  and  don’t  forget  writing.  For 
instance,  yesterday  when  we  were  doing  math  I  was 
confused  and  my  teacher  would  not  stop  motivating 
me.  Mrs.  Tedders  always  makes  me  try  a  110  per¬ 
cent,  allO  percent  of  the  time.  Like  Billie  Jean 
King  says  “Champions  keep  playing  until  they  get  it 
right.”  That  is  why  I  work  on  getting  A’s  all  the 
time.  Mrs.  Tedders  is  very  caring  to  me  and  my 
buddies  in  the  class.  Such  as,  she  cares  if  we  get 
hurt  on  the  playground.  I  remember  when  I  got  hurt 
during  recess  and  she  was  very  worried  about  me. 

So  do  you  think  that  she  is  caring? 

Go  web  go  web  go.  My  school  Pemayetv 


Emahakv  has  a  playground  like  no  other.  I  feel  hke 
spider  woman  when  I’m  on  that  55  foot  tall  red, 
black,  and  yellow  spider  ball.  It  makes  me  feel  like 
I’m  on  the  peak  of  the  world  when  I  reach  the  top. 
My  friends  and  I  call  ourselves  spider  woman  and 
spider  man  and  we  all  try  to  race  to  the  top  to  see 
who  gets  there  first.  Like  Henry  Ford  said  “Whether 
you  think  you  can  or  you  can’t,  you’re  right”  and  I 
know  I  have  confidence  in  myself.  Also,  I  will  tell 
you  about  the  obstacle  course  my  teacher  Mrs. 
Tedders  made  for  all  the  kids  in  my  class.  The 
obstacle  course  begins  at  the  foot  of  the  swing, 
weave  in  and  out  of  the  violet  purple,  and  lemonade 
yellow  seesaws,  then  leap  up  and  over  the  net, 
chmb  the  45  foot  tall  boulder,  go  up  the  stairs,  and 
see  who  gets  down  the  purple  bumpy  slide  first. 
When  I  win  the  race,  I  feel  as  happy  as  a  chim¬ 
panzee  with  a  truckload  lull  of  bananas.  Boy,  is  that 
playground  awesome! 

All  in  all,  the  reasons  that  I  love  Pemayetv 
Emahakv  are  the  teachers  and  the  playground.  So 
that  is  why  Pemayetv  Emahakv  is  No.  1 .  Now  after 
you  heard  all  of  that,  do  you  want  to  come  to  my 
school?  I  know  everybody  else  does! 


Tutoring  Program  Helps  Students  Excel 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Seminole  Tribe’s 
Department  of  Education  has  been  making  great 
strides  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  educa¬ 
tion  available  to  Tribal  citizens  and  enhance  the 


and  a  considerable  number  of  students  are  meeting 
with  tutors  with  very  positive  results.  They  have 
been  working  hard  and  mastering  skills  that  have 
eluded  them  in  the  past. 

Many  of  the  students  are  developing  longer 


existing  programs.  As  with  all  matters  of  great  mag-  attention  spans  and  benefiting  from  o 


nitude,  this  is  a  very  time  consuming  process. 

By  instituting  a  program  that  gives  s 
access  to  tutoring  services,  more  immediate  r< 
are  becoming  apparent.  These  pro¬ 
grams  are  now  available  at  each  of 
the  reservations. 

Immokalee  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  tutoring  program  and 
its  benefits.  Currently  there  are  more 
than  20  individuals  with  teaching 
and  academic  qualifications  in  all 
major  educational  fields,  whose 
services  are  available  for  tutoring. 

Schools,  educational  advisors  and 
parents  have  been  working  together 
to  determine  the  needs  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  students  and  provide  them 
help  with  their  homework,  develop¬ 
ment  of  rudimentary  skills  and 
improvement  of  test  scores  on  the 
FCAT,  NART  and  SAT.  This  is  not 
only  a  program  of  assistance,  but 
enrichment. 

Homework  assistance  is 
available  after  school  in  the  library  T? An 


ring  process.  vidual  attention.  Study  habits  have  improved  and 

i  that  gives  students  some  of  the  children  admit  that  learning  can  he  fun 
immediate  results 


LeAndra  Mora  practices  work  association  skills  with  her  tutor, 
Alma  Reyna-Sanchez. 


Pemayetv  Emahakv’s 
Standout  Expository  Writers 


Submitted  by  Stephanie  Tedders,  Fourth  Grade 
Teacher 

Students  in  my  class  have  been  working  on 
expository  writings.  The  samples  published  here  are 
examples  of  superb  expository  essays,  as  they  include 
quotes  discussed  in  class,  figurative  language  and 


Melany  Williams 

Moore  Haven  Elementary...O.K.,  West 
Glades  Elementary  . . .  Good,  North 
Elementary ..  .Great,  Pameytv  Emahakv. .  .Fantastic! 
Our  Way  Charter  School  is  the  best  school  of  all. 
Pameytv  Emahakv  is  my  No.  1  favorite  school 
because  of  the  items  Mr.  Brown,  our  principal,  pro¬ 
vides  for  us  and  the  top-notch  teachers,  aides,  and 
staff.  Don’t  change  the  channel!  Stay  tuned  for 
more  fabulous  details  on  the  greatest  school  around! 

Thank  you  for  putting  the  flipper  aside! 

My  first  reason  why  I  savor  Pameytv  Emahakv  is 
the  technology  Mr.  Brown  allows  us  to  have.  He 
provides  us  with  the  most  flattering  technology  Eve 
ever  seen!  For  example,  Apple  laptops  and  iPods.  I 
can  do  my  schoolwork,  homework,  science  and 
social  studies  all  on  my  laptop.  On  our  lovely  200- 
gigabyte-Apple  iPod,  I  can  download  educational 
movies,  songs,  and  clips  that  we  can  watch  and  lis¬ 
ten  to  in  class.  For  instance,  I  can  download 
National  Geographic  videos  live  from  Seaworld! 


excellent  vocabulary.  I  am  very  proud  of  the  authors 
and  I  know  I  will  have  more  great  writings  to  share  in 
the  months  ahead. 

Congratulations  to  Kailin  Brown  and  Melany 
Williams.  Keep  up  the  great  work! 


Working  with  all  of  the  technology  makes  me  as 
happy  as  my  uncle  Farron  buying  lottery  tickets  in 
Ahern’s  B.P  shop. 

“Hello,  how  are  you?”  “Very  good  and 
you?”  “I’m  doing  great!”  The  teachers,  aides,  and 
staff  at  Pameytv  Emahakv  are  extremely  pleasant  to 
he  around.  At  Pameytv  Emahakv  it  is  pretty  hard  to 
walk  through  a  door  without  being  greeted.  For 
example,  the  server  in  the  lunchroom  always  says 
“Hi,  how  ya  doin’  sweetie  pie?”  or  “Hey,  miss  blue 
eyes  what  can  I  get  you  today?”  Then  there’s  Mrs. 
Tedders  who  normally  says  ”  Good  morning 
Melany,  ready  to  work?”.  Mr.  Brown  always  greets 
us  by  eating  lunch  with  us  or  letting  us  say  the 
pledge  over  the  intercom,  and  anything  else  that  he 
can  think  of  to  make  us  feel  welcome  into  his 
school. 

All  in  all,  the  nice  staff  and  the  flattering 
technology  is  why  Pameytv  Emahakv  is  my  most 
favorite  school  of  all.  Is  your  school  as  good  as 
mine? 


P 
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Tutor  Luis  Yeguez  works  with  Christopher  Briscail  on  math  comprehension. 
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*  Team 

Continued  from  page  1 

the  crowd  voiced  their  commitment 
to  playing  a  part  in  defeating  this 
horrible  disease.  Nearly  everyone 
in  attendance  had  been  touched  by 
this  illness  through  personal  con¬ 
tact,  family  members  or  friends. 

Making  Strides  Against 
Breast  Cancer  is  more  than  just  a 
name  of  a  walk.  It  also  describes 
the  amazing  progress  being  made 
in  the  fight  against  cancer  on  four 
fronts:  research,  education,  advoca¬ 
cy  and  service  programs. 

Team  Seminole  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  26  individuals  who  came 
from  all  over  South  Florida  to  take 
part  in  this  battle  against  a  com¬ 
mon  enemy.  From  toddlers  to  eld¬ 
ers,  they  cheerfully  joined  the  pro¬ 
cession.  Big  Cypress  Community 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Charlotte  Porcaro  and  Michelle  Ford  are  making  Strides 
Against  Breast  Cancer. 


Team  Seminole  members  finish  the  first  leg  of  the  walk  along  the 
waterfront. 


Outreach  Coordinator  Edna 
McDuffie  was  assisted  by 
Seminole  Nutritionist  Charlotte 
Porcaro  in  establishing  goals  for 
Team  Seminole  and  inspiring 
participation.  Pledges  were  made 
and  donations  accepted  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  American  Cancer 
Society’s  fundraiser. 

Gathering  beneath  an 
archway  of  pink  balloons,  the 
crowd  began  its  2.5  mile  trek  just 
as  the  clouds  parted,  bringing  a 
glimpse  of  blue  skies.  Team 
Seminole’s  spirit  was  not  damp¬ 
ened,  but  refreshed  as  they  joined 
the  course,  which  took  them 
along  the  waterfront  and  over  the 
Old  41  Bridge  across  the 
Caloosahatchee  River  to  North 
Ft.  Myers  and  back. 


Tribal  Fire  Prevention  Division  Teaches 
Safety  Classes  to  Ahfachkee  Students 


Photo  Submitted  by  Brian  Brown 

Fire  Marshal  Logan  giving  lecture  on  smoke  detectors. 


example  to  their  children. 

Chief  Logan  and  Lieutenant 
Brown  also  spent  time  reinforcing  the 
school  bus  safety  rules.  Some  of  those 
rules  were:  While  waiting  for  the  bus, 
stand  five  giant  steps  back  from  the 
road,  Line  up  in  a  single  file  when 
boarding  the  bus  and  don’t  push  or 
shove,  Quickly  find  a  seat  and  sit  down, 
and  Fasten  your  seat  belts.  These  listed 
rules  and  regulations  along  with  others, 
help  keep  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  children 
safe  while  riding  on  the  bus. 

Chief  Logan  and  Lieutenant 
Brown  used  several  exercises  and  hand¬ 
outs  to  help  relay  the  messages  they 
were  teaching.  The  children  seemed  to 
respond  very  well  to  all  the  exercises 
and  information  that  was  given  to  them 
during  their  safety  awareness  program. 
Both  instructors  were  pleased  with  the 
students’  attentiveness  and  the  coopera¬ 
tion  received  from  the  teachers  and  staff 
in  making  the  Risk  Watch  Programs  a 
success. 


By  Captain  Brian  Brown,  Public 
Information  Officer,  Department  of 
Emergency  Services 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  On  Sept.  4 
the  Seminole  Tribe  Fire  Prevention 
Division  conducted  the  first  set  of  Risk 
Watch  classes  for  pre-k  through  eighth 
graders  at  the  Ahfachkee  School.  Fire 
Marshal  David  Logan  and  Lieutenant 
Robert  Brown,  along  with  the  help  of 
Rescue  #2  and  its  crew,  were  the  instruc¬ 
tors  from  the  Fire  Prevention  Division  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  Fire  Rescue 
Department  that  gave  the  classes  to  the 
Ahfachkee  School. 

The  topics  that  were  covered  in 
this  course  consisted  of:  Fasten  the  seat 
belt  every  time  you  get  in  a  vehicle, 
Children  under  the  age  of  12  should  ride 
in  the  back  seat,  and  The  importance  of 
child  safety  seats.  The  Seminole  Tribe  Fire 
Rescue  Department  encourages  parents  to 
use  their  seat  belts  at  all  times  as  a  good 


Photo  Submitted  by  Brian  Brown 

Fieutenant  Pratt  and  Firefighter  Biglin  show  the  rescue  equip¬ 
ment  to  the  students. 


Diabetes:  Back  to  the  Basics 


Submitted  by  the  Seminole  Health  Department 

What  is  diabetes? 

When  people  consume  food,  the  body  turns 
some  of  it  into  glucose,  or  sugar,  so  the  body  can 
use  it  for  energy.  When  someone  has  diabetes,  their 
body  cannot  use  the  glucose  properly. 

An  organ  in  the  body  called  the  pancreas, 
located  close  to  the  stomach,  produces  a  hormone 
called  insulin.  People  with  diabetes  pancreas’  either 
do  not  make  insulin  or  do  not  make  enough  insulin 
to  control  the  sugar  in  their  body. 

Because  of  this,  sugars  build  up  in  the 
blood  and  can  lead  to  serious  health  complications. 
Some  of  those  complications  can  include:  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  blindness,  kidney  failure,  neuropathy  (loss  of 
feehng  in  the  extremities),  amputation  and  even 
death. 

What  are  the  symptoms  of  diabetes? 

Anyone  suspecting  they  have  diabetes 
must  see  a  physician. 


-  "wHeart 


help  diagnose  dia¬ 
betes,  as  well  as  deter¬ 
mine  what  steps  need 
to  be  taken  to  keep  the 
disease  under  control. 

The  follow¬ 
ing  are  some  symp¬ 
toms  of  diabetes:  fre¬ 
quent  urination,  exces¬ 
sive  thirst,  feeling 
tired  much  of  the  time, 
numbness  or  tingling 
in  the  hands  or  feet, 
sores  that  are  slow  to 
heal,  sudden  vision 
changes,  unexplained 

weight  gain  and/or  extreme  hunger.  However,  only 
a  physician  can  tell  for  sure  if  someone  is  diabetic 
or  not. 

Types  of  Diabetes 

There  are  different  types  of  diabetes,  Type 
1  diabetes,  previously  called  juvenile  onset  diabetes, 
Type  2  diabetes,  previously  called  adult  onset  dia¬ 
betes,  and  gestational  diabetes.  Native  Americans 
are  most  greatly  affected  by  Type  2  and  gestational 
diabetes. 

Being  older,  used  to  be  a  predominate  risk 
factor  for  getting  Type  2  diabetes,  now  more  and 


more  young  people  are  being  diagnosed.  Other  risk 
factors  for  Type  2  diabetes  include;  obesity,  family 
history  of  diabetes,  physical  inactivity, 
race/ethnicity,  and  a  history  of  gestational  diabetes. 

Gestational  diabetes  develops  during  preg¬ 
nancy  and  usually  disappears  when  the  pregnancy  is 
over.  Obesity,  family  history,  and  ethnicity  are  all 
risk  factors  for  gestational  diabetes. 

What  are  the  treatments  for  diabetes? 

Treating  and  controlling  diabetes  usually 
requires  a  combination  of  medication  and  lifestyle 
changes  such  as  a  well  balanced  diet,  increased 
physical  activity,  and  self  monitoring  of  blood 
sugar. 

Is  there  a  cure  for  diabetes? 

Currently  there  is  no  cure  for  diabetes  but 
research  for  a  cure  is  on  going.  Type  2  diabetes 
however,  can  be  prevented.  Maintaining  a  healthy 
weight,  eating  a  diet  rich  in  fruits,  vegetables,  whole 
grains  and  lean  meats, 

-  and  getting  at  least  30 

minutes  of  physical 
activity  everyday  can 
significantly  reduce 
the  risk  of  getting 
Type  2  diabetes. 

Following 

these  guidelines  will 
also  help  to  reduce  the 
risk  of  getting  gesta¬ 
tional  diabetes  and 
will  help  to  keep 
blood  sugar  levels 
under  control  for  those 
diagnosed  with  dia¬ 
betes. 

Anyone  who 
would  like  to  learn 
more  about  diabetes,  please  visit  these  websites: 
Center  for  Disease  Control,  www.cdc.gov,  and 
search  for  “diabetes;”  National  Institute  of  Health 
Diabetes  Program, 

http://ndep.nih.gov/diabetes/diabetes.htm;  and  the 
American  Diabetes  Association,  www.diabetes.org. 

The  Seminole  Health  Department  encour¬ 
ages  all  Tribal  citizens  to  visit  the  Seminole  Health 
Department’s  health  educators  and  nutritionist  locat¬ 
ed  at  each  reservation  for  more  personalized  infor¬ 
mation  about  diabetes  and  diabetes  prevention.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  your  local  clinic. 
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Take  Care  of  Your  Diabetes  by 
Taking  Care  of  Your  Heart 


By  the  National  Diabetes  Education  Program 

Although  American  Indian  and  Alaska 
Native  cultures  have  diversity  in  traditions,  heritage, 
history  and  art,  they  also  have  one  thing  in  common 
—  being  at  high  risk  for  diabetes.  Diabetes  is  dis¬ 
proportionately  affecting  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  Natives  —  15  percent  of  adults  aged  20 
years  or  older  have  diabetes.  Taking  into  account 
population  age  differences,  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  Natives  are  twice  as  likely  to  have  diabetes 
as  non-Hispanic  whites. 

Diabetes  is  a  major  risk  factor  for  cardio¬ 
vascular  disease  in  all  American  Indian  populations, 
and  cardiovascular  disease  is  the  leading  cause  of 
death  for  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  — 
two  out  of  three  people  with  diabetes  die  from  heart 
disease  or  stroke.  Also,  adults  with  diabetes  are  two 
to  four  times  more  likely  to  have  heart  disease  or 
suffer  a  stroke  and  have  the  same  cardiovascular 
risk  as  someone  who  has  already  had  a  heart  attack. 

There  Is  Good  News 

Keeping  blood  glucose,  blood  pressure  and 
cholesterol  within  the  target  range  can  help  delay  or 
prevent  heart  disease,  stroke,  and  other  health  prob¬ 
lems.  Those  already  diagnosed  with  diabetes  should 
learn  to  control  the  ABCs  of  diabetes.  Research 
shows  that  the  key  to  reducing  the  risk  of  heart 
attack  and  stroke  in  people  with  diabetes  is  to  con¬ 
trol  the  ABCs  —  as  measured  by  the  A1C  test, 
Blood  pressure,  and  Cholesterol  —  three  of  the 
major  risk  factors  for  heart  disease. 

A  is  for  the  A1C  test.  It  measures  the  aver¬ 
age  blood  glucose  level  over  the  past  three  months; 
B  is  for  blood  pressure,  high  blood  pressure  makes 
the  heart  work  too  hard;  and  C  is  for  cholesterol. 
Bad  cholesterol,  or  LDL,  builds  up  and  clogs  the 
arteries. 

Ask  your  health  care  team  what  your  ABC 
numbers  are,  what  they  should  be,  and  how  to  work 
with  your  health  care  team  to  reach  your  target  lev¬ 
els.  For  most  people  with  diabetes,  the  target  levels 


are  A1C  below  7,  blood  pressure  below  130/80,  and 
LDL  cholesterol  below  100.  Have  your  A1C  level 
checked  at  least  twice  a  year,  your  blood  pressure 
checked  at  each  visit  and  your  cholesterol  checked 
at  least  once  a  year. 

Taking  Action 

“Diabetes  and  cardiovascular  disease  are 
threatening  our  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
communities,  but  we  can  fight  back,”  said  Kelly 
Moore,  chair  of  the  National  Diabetes  Education 
Program’s  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
Work  Group,  the  2006  Association  of  American 
Indian  Physicians’  Physician  of  the  Year,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Creek  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  “The  good 
news  is  that  we  can  protect  ourselves  and  future 
generations  by  managing  our  diabetes  and  prevent¬ 
ing  heart  attacks  and  strokes.” 

Share  the  good  news  with  your  community 
—  for  you,  your  family,  and  future  generations. 
Work  with  your  health  care  team  to  use  these  tips  to 
help  you  stay  healthy  by:  Reaching  and  staying  at  a 
healthy  weight,  being  overweight  or  obese  is  a  risk 
factor  for  heart  attack  and  stroke;  getting  30  to  60 
minutes  of  physical  activity  on  most  days  of  the 
week,  brisk  walking  is  a  great  way  to  move  more; 
Eating  foods  low  in  saturated  fats,  trans-fats,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  salt  and  added  sugars;  Choosing  lean 
meats,  poultry,  fish,  nuts  and  fat- free  or  low- fat 
milk;  Eating  more  fiber;  Choosing  whole  grains, 
fruits,  vegetables  and  dry  peas  and  beans;  Stop 
smoking,  smoking  is  one  of  the  major  risk  factors 
associated  with  heart  attack  and  stroke;  Asking  your 
health  care  team  for  help;  Taking  medications  as 
directed;  Asking  the  doctor  about  taking  daily 
aspirin;  and  Asking  family  and  friends  to  help  you 
manage  your  diabetes,  a  httle  support  goes  a  long 
way. 

For  free  information  on  diabetes  for 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives,  contact  the 
National  Diabetes  Education  Program  at 
www.yourdiahetesinfo.org,  or  call  (888)  693-NDEP. 
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Save  a  Life  Tour’s  Drunk  Driving 
Simulator  Comes  to  Seminole  Country 


Submitted  by  Eric  Bricker,  Family  Services 
Department 

The  Chairman’s  Office  and  Non-Resident 
Liaison’s  Office,  in  cooperation  with  several  Tribal 
departments  including  Family  Services,  Education, 
Boys  &  Girls  Club,  Recreation,  Allied  Health, 
Immokalee  Youth  Ranch,  SPD,  and  EMS,  are  all 
proud  to  bring  the  Save  A  Life  Tour  drunk  driving 
simulator  and  program  to  three  reservations  this 
month. 

These  presentations  are  all  part  of  a  Tribal¬ 
wide  effort  to  raise  community  awareness  into  the 
potential  hazards  of  drunk  driving,  particularly  around 
the  holidays  when  alcohol  consumption  tends  to  be 
the  highest.  The  Save  a  Life  Tour  simulator  uses  virtu¬ 
al  reality  technology  to  allow  the  participants  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  impairment  caused  by  drinking  and  driving 
so  that  they  can  fully  understand  the  dangers  of  get¬ 
ting  behind  the  wheel  after  consuming  alcohol. 

The  Save  a  Life  tour  program  is  opened  with 
a  dramatic  and  graphic  12  minute  video  that  includes 
real  life  accident  and  emergency  room  footage  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  footage  of  first  responses  to  drunk  driving  acci¬ 
dents.  From  there,  a  professional  lecturer  delivers  a 
12-30  minute  presentation  about  drinking  and  driving, 
and  about  the  simulator  itself.  Afterwards,  the  simula¬ 
tor  is  available  for  participant  demonstrations. 

The  Save  a  Life  tour  is  part  of  Edutainment, 
Inc.’s,  concept  of  pairing  virtual  reality  and  video 
game  technology  with  education  in  order  to  provide 
lessons  that  are  more  likely  to  have  greater  impact 
than  the  usual  lecturing  format.  The  simulator  uses 
three  large  projection  monitors  to  provide  a  full  180 
degrees  of  vision,  and  has  over  87  miles  of  pro¬ 
grammed  roadway  in  order  to  provide  detailed  driving 
environments.  The  simulator  also  includes  varying 
weather  patterns  and  random  traffic  to  make  the  driv- 


Save  a  Life  Tour  Schedule 

Hollywood:  Friday,  Nov.  9  from  3-9  p.m. 
Gymnasium  and  Belffield 
Save  a  Life  Tour,  Car  Show,  Nintendo  Wii  Driving 
Game  Competition,  Allied  Health  Youth  Wellness 
and  Fitness,  Activities  to  Commemorate  National 
Diabetes  Awareness  Month 

Brighton:  Saturday,  Nov.  10  from  lla.m.-6p.m. 
Gymnasium 

Save  a  Life  Tour,  Car  Show,  EMS  Jaws  of  Life, 
Demonstration,  SPD  Field  Sobriety  Test 
Demonstration,  Family  Services  Fatal  Vision 
Glasses  Demonstration 

Immokalee:  Nov.  17  from  10  a.m.-  3  p.m. 
Gymnasium 

Save  a  Life  Tour,  Community  Meal,  DJ  and  Live 
Music 


ing  experience  more  realistic. 

The  most  important  function  of  the  simulator 
is  that  it  is  able  to  demonstrate  alcohol  impairment  to 
the  driver  by  slowing  responses  and  reaction  times, 
and  changing  how  the  participant  views  the  driving 
environment.  This  function  is  built  into  the  simulator. 
As  the  levels  of  alcohol  intoxication  increase,  the  per¬ 
son’s  driving  becomes  worse. 

That  lesson  is  the  point  of  the  experience 
which  is  dramatically  demonstrated  through  the  simu¬ 
lator.  The  hope  is  that  the  experience  will  leave  a  last¬ 
ing  impression  on  the  driver,  or  future  driver,  so  that 
they  think  twice  before  drinking  and  driving. 

For  more  information,  log  onto 
www. savealifetour.net. 
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Everyone  Welcomed 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  Have  you  ever  thrown  your  back  out?  I 
hear  an  awful  lot  of  seniors  complain  about  their 
backs.  How  common  is  back  pain? 

A:  Yes,  I’ve  had  back  problems  most  of 
my  adult  life  and  I  know  how  debilitating  they  are. 
When  I  was  30, 1  put  myself  in  bed  for  a  week  by 
carrying  heavy  stacks  of  newspapers  to  the  curb. 
Back  problems  have  been  a  recurring  problem  in 
the  decades  since  then. 

The  first  attack  of  low  back  pain  usually 
happens  to  people  between  the  ages  of  30  and  40. 
Back  pain  becomes  more  common  with  age. 

Back  pain  is  very  common.  It  affects  about 
eight  out  of  10  people.  This  affliction  incapacitates 
so  many  people  and  the  subject  is  so  extensive  that 
I’m  going  to  do  a  three-part  series  on  back  pain. 
This  first  one  is  about  causes. 

Back  pain  is  more  common  among  people 
who  are  not  physically  fit.  Weak  back  and  abdomi¬ 
nal  muscles  may  not  properly  support  the  spine.  If 
you’re  sedentary  most  of  the  time  and  then  exert 
yourself  on  rare  occasions,  you  are  more  likely  to 
injure  your  back  than  someone  who  exercises  daily. 

If  you’re  carrying  a  big  belly,  you  put 
added  stress  on  the  muscles  in  your  low  back  and 
are  a  candidate  for  agony. 

Some  back  pain,  including  disc  disease, 
may  spring  from  your  genes.  Race  can  have  an 
influence,  too.  African-American  women,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  are  two  to  three  times  more  likely  than  white 
women  to  develop  spondylolisthesis,  a  condition  in 
which  a  bone,  or  vertebra,  of  the  lower  spine  slips 


out  of  place. 

Your  job 
can  be  a  major  influence  on 
back  health.  If  your  work  requires  heavy  lifting 
or  sitting  all  day,  you  risk  hurting  your  back.  Many 
sanitation  workers  and  writers  suffer  from  back 
troubles. 

Once  again,  cigarette  smoking  is  a  health 
hazard.  While  smoking  doesn’t  cause  back  pain 
directly,  it  increases  your  risk  of  developing  sciati¬ 
ca,  a  pain  that  runs  down  the  back  of  your  leg  from 
spinal-disc  pressure  on  a  nerve.  Smoking  can  block 
the  body’s  ability  to  deliver  nutrients  to  the  discs  of 
the  lower  back. 

Mechanical  problems  can  cause  back  pain. 
Perhaps  the  most  common  mechanical  cause  of 
back  pain  is  disc  degeneration.  The  cushioning 
discs  between  the  vertebrae  of  the  spine  break  down 
with  age.  If  there  is  stress  on  these  compromised 
discs,  they  press  against  spinal  nerves  and  you  may 
experience  what  feels  like  a  toothache  in  a  buttock. 
At  almost  any  age,  an  injury  can  force  these  discs  to 
bulge  or  rupture  causing  the  same  kind  of  pain. 

Spine  injuries  such  as  sprains  and  fractures 
can  cause  either  short-lived  or  chronic  pain. 
Fractured  vertebrae  are  often  the  result  of  osteo¬ 
porosis,  a  condition  that  causes  weak,  porous  bones. 

Many  medical  problems  can  cause  back 
pain.  They  include  scoliosis,  which  causes  curvature 
of  the  spine;  various  forms  of  arthritis,  and  spinal 
stenosis,  a  narrowing  of  the  spinal  column  that  puts 
pressure  on  the  spinal  cord  and  nerves. 

Your  emotions  have  a  major  impact  upon 
back  pain;  never  underestimate  how  they  can  tight¬ 
en  muscles  and  elevate  your  awareness  of  pain.  I 
recall  vividly  being  free  of  sciatica  when  I  received 
some  troubling  news.  Within  minutes,  I  couldn’t  put 
my  left  foot  down  because  the  pain  in  my  leg  was 
so  intense. 


Ask  The  Counsel 
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Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  a  24-year-old  young  lady  and  I  am  in 
a  great  relationship.  I  have  many  good  friends  and 
my  life  in  general  is  OK.  My  problem  is  my  self 
esteem. 

I  was  abused  both  mentally  and  physically 
as  a  child  and  as  a  result,  my  self-love  is  very  low. 
On  the  outside  everything  appears  to  be  OK. 
However,  on  the  inside  I  feel  I  have  no  love  for 
myself.  Please  help  me. 

Signed: 

No  Love 

Dear  No  Love: 

In  this  society,  we’re  taught  that  praising 
ourselves  is  selfish  and  wrong.  But  praising  our¬ 
selves  for  things  that  are  good  about  ourselves 
only  helps  us.  It  is  part  of  the  healing  process  to 
do  things  that  nourish  our  self-worth. 

If  you  ’re  feeling  really  judgmental  about 
something  you ’ve  done  or  said,  try  to  understand 
where  the  judgment  is  coming  from.  If  you  are 
hearing  the  judgment  of  a  voice  from  your  past, 


try  to  connect  to  that 
little  girl  inside  of  you 
who  feels  that  way. 

Hug,  reassure  and  let 

her  know  that  she  didn ’t  do  anything  wrong,  and 
that  you  love  her. 

No  Love,  I  pray  you  recognize  that  love 
has  to  come  from  you.  If  a  person  is  a  survivor  of 
child  abuse  or  they  come  from  a  dysfunctional 
family,  they  may  still  be  waiting  for  a  parent  to 
give  them  the  love  they  never  received  as  a  child. 
The  kind  of  love  you  need  (or  needed  as  a  child) 
probably  isn ’t  going  to  come  from  parents  who  are 
abusive,  so  above  all  have  compassion  for  yourself 
and  for  the  little  girl  within  you. 

Remember  that  you  are  truly  a  loveable 
person  and  that  you  deserve  only  kind  treatment, 
especially  from  yourself.  No  Love,  here  are  words 
of  wisdom  from  the  counselor:  Change  on  the 
inside  affects  what  we  do  on  the  outside. 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


(L-R)  Ted  Nelson  Sr.,  Nick  Gwyn  from  the  Majority  Office  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Subcommittee  on 
Income  Security  and  Family  Support,  Don  Milligan,  Phyllis  Bigpond,  Linda  Logan,  Dr.  Mary  Tenorio, 
and  David  Simmons.  The  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  is  Congressman  Jim  McDermott  (D-WA).  Ted 
Nelson  Sr.  has  been  a  NICWA  board  member  since  2006. 


Tribal  Citizen  Meets  with 
Congressional  Representatives 


Nelson  Educates  Reps,  on 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Issues 

Submitted  by  NICWA 

WASHINGTON  —  Several  National  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Association  (NICWA)  board  members 
and  Director  of  Government  Affairs  and  Advocacy 
David  Simmons  visited  the  office  staff  of  congression¬ 
al  representatives  on  Sept.  13  in  Washington,  DC. 

Tribal  citizen  Ted  Nelson  Sr.,  a  NICWA  board 
member  since  2006,  and  the  other  board  members  pre¬ 
sented  information  for  Congressional  leaders  in  the 
hopes  of  educating  them  on  the  importance  of  Tribal 
access  to  Title  IV-E  funding. 

Finance  Committee  Chairman  Max  Baucus 
(D-MT)  recently  introduced  legislation  that  would,  for 
the  first  time,  allow  Indian  Tribes  equal  access  to  fed¬ 
eral  foster  care  and  adoption  funds.  The  Tribal  Foster 
Care  and  Adoption  Act  of  2007  would  grant  American 
Indian/Alaska  Native  Tribes  direct  access  to  federal 
foster  care  funds  to  provide  children  and  families  in 
their  care  with  needed  support  and  services. 

Nearly  10,000  American  Indian/ Alaska 
Native  children  are  in  the  nation’s  foster  care  system 
today,  at  a  rate  that  is  disproportionately  higher  than 
non-Indian  children. 

“Tribal  child  welfare  systems  have  long 
struggled  to  provide  support  to  our  nation’s  most  vul¬ 
nerable  children,  without  access  to  funding  that  would 
improve  outcomes  and  preserve  families,”  said  Terry 
Cross,  executive  director  of  NICWA.  “This  legislation 
may  indeed  be  one  of  this  year’s  most  important 


actions  on  behalf  of  this  country’s  Indigenous  peo¬ 
ples.” 

The  proposal  would  amend  the  Social 
Security  Act  to  allow  Tribes  to  receive  direct  reim¬ 
bursement  for  eligible  costs  related  to  foster  care  serv¬ 
ices,  adoption  assistance  services,  employee  training 
and  education,  administrative  costs  related  to  case 
planning  and  case  management,  and  establishment  and 
operation  of  required  data  collection  systems. 

Current  federal  law  requires  that  Indian 
Tribes  negotiate  agreements  with  the  states  in  which 
they  reside  in  order  to  be  reimbursed  for  providing 
support  and  services  for  tribal  children  and  families. 
However,  Tribes  sometimes  extend  across  state  bor¬ 
ders  and  face  many  challenges  in  negotiating  these 
special  arrangements. 

“This  bill  provides  Tribes  with  the  ability  to 
serve  their  children  directly  with  culturally  appropriate 
care  and  understanding,”  said  Senator  Baucus.  “It  is 
only  logical  to  put  tribal  adoption  services  on  equal 
footing  with  the  states.” 

The  Baucus  Bill  is  being  co-sponsored  by 
Senators  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM),  Jeff  Bingaman  (D- 
NM),  Gordon  Smith  (R-OR),  Debbie  Stabenow  (D- 
MI),  John  McCain  (R-NM),  Maria  Cantwell  (D-WA) 
and  Carl  Levin  (D-MI). 

NICWA  is  a  national  nonprofit  and  the  most 
comprehensive  source  of  information  on  American 
Indian  child  welfare  and  works  on  behalf  of  Indian 
children  and  families.  For  more  information  on 
NICWA,  please  visit  their  website  at  www.nicwa.org 
or  call  (503)  222-4044. 


WEEKLY  RECOVERY  MEETINGS  SCHEDULE 


MONDAYS 

Big  Cypress 

12:00  Noon  Every  Week 

Sober  1  louse 

TUESDAYS 

7:30PM  Every  Week 

Brighton  Sober  House 

WEDNESDAYS 

12:00  Noon  Every  Week 

Big  Cypress  Sober 
House 

ft  :30PM  Every  Week 

Hollywood  Admin, 

THUH  so AYS 

7:30PM  [Aery  Week 


Big  Cypress  Sober 

House 


2007  UPCOMING  EVENTS 
October  -flnnuaf  12  Slop  Retreat 
Hove m he r-N alive  American  JLA  Conference 
Dec  ember- Alt  (tide  of  Gratitude  Banquet 

F<iM mo rm niton  contact  Family  Senlces-239.aG7.34S0 
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FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket  Brokers 


Top  Concerts 


JENNIFER  LOPEZ/MARK 
ANTHONY 
RASCAL  FLATTS 
RBD 

MARVIN  HAMLISH 
TONY  BENNETT 
ALEJANDRO  5ANZ 


Top  Sports 


ALL  NFL.NBA,  MLB, 

NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
WWE  (WORLD  WRESTLING 
ENTERTAINMENT) 
(NOVEMBER  18TH) 
PRO  BULL  RIDERS 
WORLD  FINALS 
(LAS  VEGAS) 


Top  Theatre 


LORD  OF  THE  DANCE 
MARC  SALEM'S  MIND  CONTROL 
MOMIX 

SPECIALIZING  IN 
ALL  KIDS  EVENTS 
HANNAH  MONTANA 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 


FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker f  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 


m  WE  DELIVER  TO  YOU!  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  15  years!  * 


av/&  S  a  turcia^ 
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Seminole  Holly  woo 

3090  NW  63rd  Avenue 

:•**.!» .  *  *  ,  *  Vi 

■  \  v'  <  • 

Men's  &  Women's  l  sf  Place  ^ 

£3*000.00  I  SBfTlh 


Men's  &  Women's  2nd  Place  :->i 

’■Wen  s  &  Women's  3 -Pf  Conies* 
hen's  &  Women's  3rd  Place  weqs  Slam 


i ”000.00 !{J?a iTi  Trapbjf^-l V 

Men's  &  Women's  4{h  Place 

£  1 .500.0*  ^fetn  Trophy 


MusrSe  IS.vrs  old 


fc  _  ■_ 

More  Info  Contact 
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SEE  THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  CIRCUS  UNDER  THE  BIG  TOP! 


IS  COMING! 


{ORAL  SPRINGS 

Inov^Bh^H 

SPORTSPLEX  AT  CORAL  SPRINGS 


SAMPLE  ROAD  AT  S AW <3 R ASS 


SPONSORED  BY  CORAL  SPRINGS  JAYCEES 
SHOWS:  5:00  &  8:00  FRI 
1:30,  4:30  8,7:30  SAT;  1:30  8i  4:30  SUN 

ADVANCED  TICKETS  ON  SALE  10/26-1 1/8  AT: 

BATTER'S  BOX-K-MART  PLAZA-91 52  WILES  RD.-CORAL  SPRINGS 

ALSO  AT  TICKETS.COM/1-8S8-332-5200 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  ON  SHOW  DAYS  ONLY  AT  CIRCUS  BOX  OFFICE 


ADMISSION:  $17  ADULT/$12  CHILD. 

ADD  $3  FOR  RESERVED  SEAT  OR  $5  FOR  VIP  SEAT 
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Tribal  Youngsters  Embark  on  Hunting  Trip 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Steve  Young 


(L-R)  Joe  Collins,  Terry  Tartsha,  Jonathan  Bowers,  JD  Bowers, 
Kanavis  Cypress,  Devan  Bowers,  Cameron  Tartsha,  J’Forrest 
Cypress,  Huston  Osceola,  Steve  Young,  Jack  Turtle  and  Don 
Osceola. 


Submitted  by  Steve  Young,  Recreation 
Dept. 

EHRHARDT,  S.C.  —  During 
Labor  Day  weekend,  Sept.  1-3,  staff  of 
the  Hollywood  Recreation  Department 
took  eight  boys,  Kanavis  Cypress, 

J’Forrest  Cypress,  Jack  Turtle,  Huston 
Osceola,  Nick  Jumper,  Cameron  Tartsha, 

Jonathan  Bowers  and  Devan  Bowers, 
hunting  at  Paradise  Valley  Hunt  Club. 

Two  veteran  hunters,  Jack  Turtle  and 
Huston  Osceola,  helped  with  the  hunters. 

For  some  of  the  boys  this  was 
their  first  time  hunting  for  whitetail  deer. 

They  were,  however,  all  excited  about 
the  trip  to  South  Carolina. 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  1, 

Jonathan  Bowers  was  the  first  hunter  to 
shoot  a  buck  while  he  sat  with  his  father, 

JD  Bowers.  This  was  Jonathan’s  first 
deer,  and  both  father  and  son  were  excit¬ 
ed  and  ready  to  tell  everyone  back  at 
camp  how  the  hunt  went.  After  we  heard 
how  well  Jonathan  did,  it  was  time  to 
load  the  tracking  dog  up  and  go  find 
Jonathan’s  deer. 

On  the  way  out  to  the  property,  everyone  was 
told  not  to  talk  or  celebrate  until  we  got  back  out  of 
the  woods,  which  was  difficult  after  seeing  Jonathan 
shoot  an  eight  point  buck.  Dad  JD  said  Jonathan  will 
follow  tradition  and  give  his  first  four  deer  away. 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  2,  Nick  Jumper  also 
shot  his  first  deer  —  an  eight  point  —  while  he  and  his 
father  sat  together.  It  wasn’t  hard  to  tell  that  Nick  shot 
a  deer  because  he  hung  on  to  the  traditional  camp  bell 
and  he  did  not  stop  ringing  it  until  the  group  was 
ready  to  take  pictures  of  his  deer. 

The  other  boys  saw  a  lot  of  deer  and  turkeys. 
A  couple  of  them  had  chances  to  shoot  a  deer  but, 
either,  the  group  ran  out  of  light  or  the  deer  just  didn’t 
give  them  a  clear  shot.  They  all,  however,  wanted  to 


know  if  they  were  coming  back  the  next  weekend  to 
hunt. 

The  Recreation  Department  did  arrange  for 
additional  trips  —  one  that  took  place  at  the  end  of 
October  and  one  this  month. 

Jack  Turtle  and  Huston  Osceola  assisted  in 
making  this  a  successful  trip  by  helping  with  the  new 
hunters.  The  two  helped  show  the  boys  how  to  shoot 
at  the  gun  range,  and  how  to  fish  in  the  stock  pond 
where  they  were  staying.  The  boys  enjoyed  fishing  in 
the  stock  pond  so  much  that  at  times  it  was  hard  to  get 
the  boys  to  stop  fishing  and  get  ready  to  hunt. 

For  more  information,  or  to  enroll  any  Tribal 
male  citizen,  10  years  old  or  older,  please  call  Steve 
Young  at  the  Hollywood  Recreation  Department  at 
(954)  989-9457. 


Players  at  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida/4-H  Golf  Classic 
held  on  Sept.  24. 

The  Seminole  Team  of 
golfers  are:  (L-R)  Rufis  Tiger, 
Mitch  Osceola,  Matt  Simms  from 
St.  Augustine,  and  Curtis 
“Kahaan”  Osceola. 

The  backdrop  is  the 
Slammer  &  Squire  Clubhouse  of 
the  World  Golf  Village  in  St. 
Augustine,  Fla. 
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The  police  know  your  rights  -  do  you? 
Call  my  office  for  a  free  consultation 

Richard  Castillo 

954-522-3500 

24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Since  1990  i  have  protected  rights 

LIKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S.  DRUG 

offenses,  suspended  license,  domestic 
VIOLENCE.  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 


upon  nSverSiMmerH.  Ffeehani  CasiiHo  worked  «s  a  Public  DetoniJor 

County  bom  1990H  996  nnd  huu  btuXi  in  private  prartcG  fer  nine  years 
In  1995  ha  was  voted  ftie  Tria*  Altemey  ol  ifte  yaar  Ha  graduated  Tram 
Capital  UnivareilY  in  T90&  and  was  admitted  lo  the  Florida  Bar  in  1990. 
ai  Bar  m  1 09£,  and  Ihe  Fedaral  Trial  Bar  m  1994 . 


Legends  Take  the  Field  in  Honor  of  Theda  Osceola 

Inaugural  Memorial  Softball  Tournament 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  the  evening  of  Oct. 

5,  the  Osceola  family  hosted  the  first  annual  Theda 
Osceola  Legends  Memorial  Softball  tournament. 

“ft  is  good  seeing  all  these  people  coming  out 
and  having  a  good  time  our  family  is  about  together¬ 
ness  and  supporting  each  other,”  said  Juanita  Osceola, 
Theda’s  sister. 

Juanita’s  team  took  on  the  All-Stars  at  the 
inaugural  tournament.  Even  with  the  inclement  weath¬ 
er,  the  die  hard  softball  fans  and  players  stayed  to 
enjoy  the  memorial  event. 

In  a  best-of-three-game  series,  the  two  teams 
were  tied,  to  win  two  games  first.  Juanita’s  team  won 
the  first  game  beating  the  All-Stars  13-9  before  taking 
a  30  minute  break  and  starting  the  next  game. 

The  All- Stars  were  fighting  to  stay  alive  as 
the  championship  game  got  underway.  This  game  was 
a  nail  biter  all  the  way  to  the  fourth  inning  as  both 
teams  were  tied  at  6,  and  Juanita’s  team  having  one 
at-bat  left. 

Juanita’s  team  scored  two  crucial  runs  to  put 
them  ahead  6-8  and  give  them  the  championship. 

The  wet  damp  air  was  filled  with  laughs, 
applause  and  good  times.  The  end  of  the  night  came 
and  the  money  and  trophies  were  handed  out  to  the 
winners. 

“It  gives  me  a  good  feeling  to  see  all  these 
people  come  out  to  support  us  and  I  hope  next  year 
can  be  bigger  and  better,”  said  Osceola,  before  also 
thanking  everyone  who  participated. 

Dinner  was  provided  on  game  night  and 


lunch  on  Oct.  6  by  Louise  Billie  and  family  from  Big 
Cypress. 


Results 

MVP:  Howard  Osceola 
All-Star  Player:  Nora  Billie 
Homerun  Derby  Champion:  Maggie  Puente 
1st  Place:  Juanita’s  team 
2nd  Place:  All-Stars 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


All  Star  Player  Nora  Billie  (center). 
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English  Bulldogs  Fol 


*  Sens  Hale  A  Female 

*  Registered/ Regisierable 
(AKC,  MKCt  etc.) 

■  f  tim-ni  vaccinations 

■  Meal  Hi  guarantee 

*  Pedigree 


For  more  information  e-mail: 


£ 

:  null  ryan^:v 
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license  #  CC:E951902 

Commercial  Residential 

Steve  Lapp 

Asphalt  Paving  &  Seal  Coating 

1116  NE  1st  Terrace  (3G5)  245-6260 

Homestead  FL  3  3050  Cell:  (305)  762-2675 


Any  Jail  \  >*  A  , T  4  ]  24  Hours 

Any  Time  f''  [Jj^k J  Emergency 

Bail  Bonds  Service 

Fianzas  I  Hablamosl 

Gil  Velasquez 

Tel:  954-463-2227  •  Fox:  954-463-2228 

521  5.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  33301 


Mingo  Jones  Achieves  Balance  in  New  Discipline 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Tribal  citizen 
Mingo  Jones  showed  off  a  few  martial  arts 
moves  on  Oct.  3  in  the  Hard  Rock  Live.  The 
Third  Annual  Hard  Rock  Employee  Wellness 
Fair  provided  the  backdrop  as  employees 
received  information  and  advice  for  better 
healthier  living. 

Jones  admits  he  has  struggled  to 
achieve  good  health  throughout  his  life,  and  this 
struggle  was  chronicled  by  the  Seminole  Health 
Department  in  the  Oct.  12  issue  of  The  Seminole 
Tribune.  He  disclosed  a  host  of  health  issues  he 
has  faced  including:  drug  abuse,  diabetes,  coro¬ 
nary  artery  disease,  high  blood  pressure  and  situs 
inversus,  a  rare  congenital  condition  where 
major  visceral  organs  are  reversed. 


His  story  does  not  end  there, 
however,  as  he  is  still  marching  for¬ 
ward. 

The  49-year-old  Panther 
Clan  member  has  more  to  tell  and 
was  part  of  the  day’s  activities  along 
with  Master  Jeff  Allen  of  the 
International  Hapkido  Federation 
(IHF).  Both  helped  provide  informa¬ 
tion,  entertain,  and  recruit  at  a  booth 
set  up  on  the  art  and  discipline  of 
Hapkido,  the  ancient  Korean  Martial 
Art. 

“I  like  the  style  of  defense 
which  is  different  then  the  other  dis¬ 
ciplines,”  Jones  said.  “I  also  enjoy 
the  instruction  and  the  other  stu¬ 
dents.” 

According  to  the 
IHF  website,  www.  hap- 
kiyoosool.com,  Hapkido, 
meaning  “harmony 
through  body  and  mind 
coordination,”  is  the  phi¬ 
losophy  and  technique 
applied  by  combining 
physics,  geometry,  psy¬ 
chology  and  physiology. 

It  requires  physical  and 
mental  coordination  by  using  dynam¬ 
ic,  helow-the-waist  kicks  as  self- 
defense  against  kicks  and  hand 
strikes. 

Jones  said  although  he  has 
studied  in  two  other  martial  arts  dis¬ 
ciplines,  karate  and  kung-fu,  begin¬ 
ning  in  1979,  he  admits  Hapkido  has 
been  his  passion  for  the  last  four 
years.  He  said  he  became  interested 
passing  by  IHF’s  Stirling  Road  loca¬ 
tion  one  day. 

Allen  says  Jones’  self-confi¬ 
dence  has  improved  greatly  over  the 
years  since  being  introduced  to 
Hapkido. 


“[Jones]  has  found  who  he  really  is  and 
become  who  he  was  created  to  he  which  is 
assured,  confident,  and  disciplined,”  Allen  said. 

Despite  the  transition  into  Hapkido, 
Jones  has  maintained  his  coaching  and  teachings 
in  Tae-Kwon-Do,  in  which  he  holds  a  first 
degree  black  belt.  He  is  currently  looking  for 
Tribal  citizens  as  recruits  to  participate  in  the 
2008  Indigenous  Games  in  Canada.  He  said 
interested  candidates  should  provide  their  age, 
color  of  belt,  or  skill  level,  and  a  contact  phone 
number. 

For  more  information  please  contact 
“Ruggy”  Jumper  or  Kristen  Duda  at  the 
Hollywood  Recreation  Department  at  (954)  989- 
9457. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Jones  (L)  demonstrates  a  submission  hold  on  William 

~ "  " '  "*  •  ■  * 


Heroes  in  Action  Charity  Raises  Money  for  Police  League 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD—  The  Hard  Rock 
Live  was  the  place  for  the  men  and  women  of 
Broward,  Miami-Dade  and  Palm  Beach  county 
law  enforcement  to  exercise  their  boxing  skills 
Sept.  27.  In  its  second  straight  year  at  the  Hard 
Rock,  and  third  year  overall,  Heroes  in  Action 
brought  friends  and  family  out  in  support  of  the 
Hollywood  Police  Athletic  League  (PAL). 

There  were  14  action-packed  matches 
supporting  the  cause.  All  the  proceeds  from  the 
evening,  totaling  close  to  $50,000,  went  directly 
to  the  program. 

Hollywood  Tribal  Council 
Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  was  a  guest 
judge  for  the  evening. 

According  to  its  official  website, 
www.hollywoodpal.com,  the  program  is  for  the 
youth  involving  activities  run  by  police  officers 
of  the  Hollywood  Police  Department  and  a  vol¬ 
unteer  Board  of  Directors  for  the  purposes  of 
preventing  juvenile  crime  and  drug  use,  provide 
positive  role  models  for  the  youth,  and  much 
more. 

Seventeen  year  PAL  Program  Director 
Jerry  Christiansen  said  the  idea  for  the  event 
came  about  as  a  result  of  the  Sept.  1 1  tragedy 
and  helps  pay  a  tribute  to  the  victims  and  their 
memory. 


Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max 
Jr.  (C),  a  guest  judge,  sits  ringside. 


Chris  Jenkii 

Police  and  firefighter  participants  in  the  ring  for  the  National  Anthem  before  the  action. 


“It’s  a  fun  event. 
The  fireman  and  police¬ 
man  enjoy  it  and  the 
crowd  loves  it,”  he  said. 
“It’s  a  fun  atmosphere  the 
whole  night  and  you  can’t 
beat  the  venue.” 

David  “The 
Flavor”  Zitnick  of  the 
Seminole  Fire  Rescue 
Department  was  the  lone 
representative  for 
Seminole  law  enforce¬ 
ment.  He  said  his  competi¬ 
tive  edge  brought  him 
back  again  for  his  second 
year  with  a  win  by  unani¬ 
mous  decision  last  year. 
This  year  he  took  out  an 
over-matched  Michael 
Diaz  of  the  Miami  Beach 
Police  Department  by  KO. 

“I  wanted  to  do  it 
because  I  like  to  compete 
and  I  hoped  a  lot  of  fire¬ 
man  and  police  would 
Chris  Jenkins  come  out  to  support  their 
i.  Osceola  boys  and  support  this  char¬ 
ity,”  Zitnick  said. 
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Hollywood  Reservation  Takes  Top  Spot  in  Annual  Seminole  Cup 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hollywood  citizens  Lawrence  Osceola  &  Marl 
Osceola  move  golf  cart  to  play  next  hole. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Hollywood’s  Mitch  Osceola  takes  a  power  swing 
with  his  iron. 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Each  year  since  2004  the 
Tribe  has  sponsored  the  Seminole  Cup,  a  tournament 
open  to  male  Tribal  citizens  who  compete  against  each 
other  on  teams  divided  by  reservations  during  the  two 
day  Seminole  Cup  golf  tournament.  This  year’s  tour¬ 
nament  was  held  Oct.  11-12  at  The  Club  at  Emerald 
Hills. 

The  10  men’s  teams  are  selected  by  captains 


Felix  DoBosz 

Joe  Kippenberger  makes  his  swing. 


and  divided  into  two  distinct  groups;  the  Hollywood 
team  incorporates  Hollywood,  Big  Cypress  and 
Immokalee  reservation  members,  while  the  Brighton 
team  incorporates  Brighton,  Tampa  and  non-resident 
Tribal  citizens.  Mitch  Osceola  served  as  Hollywood’s 
team  captain  and  Allen  Huff  was  Brighton’s  captain. 

The  daylong  event  started  out  with  two  man 
team  matches,  with  four  matches  of  foursomes  and 
four  total  points  for  the  session.  This  combines  the 
total  of  eight  points  for  Day  1 .  On  Day  2,  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  is  the  10,  one-on-one  matches,  to  earn  a  total 
of  14  points  for  the  final  day. 

There  were  a  total  of  22  matches,  with  one 
point  awarded  for  each  match  won;  half  points  count¬ 
ed  as  ties.  The  winner  of  the  Seminole  Cup  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  first  team  to  reach  11.5  points.  This  tour¬ 
nament  is  modeled  after  the  Ryder’s  Cup,  which  PGA 
golfers  like  Tiger  Woods  compete  in. 

Captain  Mitch  Osceola  also  served  as  event 
emcee  and  kept  things  moving  along  casually  while 
thanking  a  long  list  of  groups  and  individuals  for  their 
support  of  the  Seminole  Cup  including  the  Hollywood 
Recreation  Department  and  the  Tribal  Council. 

Osceola  also  commended  the  golfers  who 
showed  up  for  two  straight  days  of  golfing,  and  not  for 
the  money  as  this  was  tournament  played  only  for 
bragging  rights. 

“There  were  no  cash  awards  for  this  golfing 
event,”  Osceola  said.  “This  was  strictly  for  pride  and 
camaraderie  from  fellow  golfers  and  Tribal  communi¬ 
ty  citizens.” 

He  then  announced  the  winning  team, 
Hollywood,  who  beat  out  Brighton  14.5  tol0.5.  Next 
year  the  Brighton  team  will  have  another  chance  at 
winning  the 
Seminole  Cup, 
which  will  be  host¬ 
ed  there. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Tampa’s  Richard  Henry  tees  off. 
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(L-R)  Richard  Henry,  Joe  Kippenberg,  Allen  Huff  and  Steve  Osceola 


(L-R)  Mondo  Tiger,  Joe  Kippenberg,  Ray  Garza  Jr.,  Ray  Garza  Sr.,  Steve  Osceola, 
Mitch  Osceola,  Lawrence  Osceola,  Curtis  Osceola  and  Rufus  Tiger 
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Recreation  Dept  Hosts  Annual 
NAYO/NASA  Conference 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R,  Front  Row)  Janell  Rattler,  Dave  McCoy,  Kristin  Duda,  Moses  Jumper  and  Pam  Taylor  Middle 
Row  (L-R):  Salina  Dorgan,  Richard  Osceola,  Stan  Frischman,  Barry  Jim,  Ruggy  Jumper,  Kent  McGhee, 
Edie  Jackson  and  Debi  John,  (L-R,  Back  Row):  Kevin  Snow,  Josh  Thomas,  Matt  Hollifleld,  Kent 
McGhee,  Tim  Smith,  David  Kirby  and  Ed  John 
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By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Oct.  9  the  Seminole 
Recreation  Department  hosted  the 

annual  Native  American  Youth  _ 

Organization  (NAYO)  and  Native 
American  Sports  Association 
(NASA)  Conference.  Board  mem¬ 
bers  gathered  to  discuss  the  annual 
events  that  are  hosted  by  NASA 
and  NAYO  and  make  any  approved 
changes  to  the  by-laws  and  rules. 

The  locations  of  the  2008 
annual  events  are  as  follows: 

NASA  Basketball,  Mississippi, 

NAYO  Basketball,  North  Carolina, 

NASA  Fast  Pitch,  North  Carolina, 

NAYO  Baseball  &  Fast  Pitch, 

Florida,  and  NASA  Softball, 

Mississippi. 

The  Seminole  Recreation 
Department  also  shared  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  North  American 
Indigenous  Game  (NAIG)  and  the 
history  of  Native  Americans  and 
sports.  Swimming  and  archery 
coordinators,  Coach  Joe  Collins 
and  Coach  Steve  Young,  spoke  and 
expressed  their  interest  in  holding  competitions  with 
the  other  Tribes.  Next  year  the  annual  conference  and 


golf  tournament  will  be  held  in  Mississippi. 

Recreation  Director  Moses  “Big  Shot” 

Jumper  Jr.  showed  a  45  minute 
video  to  all  the  conference  atten¬ 
dees  of  some  of  the  greatest 
moments  of  Native  American  ath¬ 
letes  such  as  the  legendary  Jim 
Thorpe,  Billy  Mills  and  other  suc¬ 
cessful  Seminole  athletes. 

Coach  Gary  Tanner,  from 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
in  Lawrence,  Kan.  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Tanner  distributed  a  one 
page  outline  for  recreation  and 
sports  representatives  to  assist  in 
implementing  successful  athletics 
programs  throughout  Indian 
Country.  He  also  covered  topics 
including  how  to  encourage  partici¬ 
pants  to  get  involved  in  these  pro¬ 
grams. 

“Most  of  the  time  the  par¬ 
ticipants  don’t  care  how  much  we 
know,  until  they  know  how  much 
we  care,”  Tanner  said.  “Everything 

_  that  you  do  is  signed  by  your 

efforts,  enthusiasm  and  endurance. 
Do  things  properly  because  people  know  who  did  it  or 
didn’t  do  it.” 


Haskell  Coach  Gary  Tanner 
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The  centrally  located  kitchen  is  a  focal  point  of  the  Arnold  Cypress  residence 


❖  Home 

Continued  from  page  1 

Homes  was  the  best  manufacturer  and  their  represen¬ 
tatives  are  here  today.” 

Susie  Kippenberger  then  gave  a  detailed 
description  of  the  completed  residence  and  indicated 
that  this  is  the  first  of  three  modular  homes  being  built 
in  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation.  Delivery  and  assem¬ 
bly  were  completed  by  the  Palm  Harbor  Staff,  follow¬ 
ing  site  clearing  and  pad  construction  by  David 
Bowers  and  James  Ballantine. 

Representing  Palm  Harbor  Homes,  John 
Lyons  detailed  the  features  of  the  homes  to  the  assem¬ 
bly.  He  said  the  model  Jonah  Cypress  was  moving  into 
was  about  3,040  square  feet,  with  high  ceilings  a  shin¬ 
gled  roof  and  four  bedrooms,  two  bathrooms.  The 
homes  have  also  received  Energy  Star  approval  and 
meet  both  government  and  military  standards. 

But  best  of  all,  the  homes  also  feature  high 
impact  windows  to  withstand  the  elements. 

“The  residence  exceeds  the  140  mph  wind 
requirement  of  the  new  building  code  by  being  150 
mph  resistant,”  he  said.  “This  higher  wind  load  factor 
is  equivalent  to  [what  they  have  in]  Homestead  and 
the  Keys.” 

Lyons,  in  response  to  a  question  posed  by  an 
audience  member,  then  discussed  the  cost  effective¬ 
ness  of  a  modular  home.  He  said  the  modular  home 
the  audience  would  soon  tour  “came  in  at  a  little  over 
$100  per  square  foot.” 

“The  cost  factor  on  our  modular  homes  is 
considerably  less  than  conventional  construction  and 
the  entire  project  can  be  completed  in  a  much  shorter 


Judy  Weeks 

The  spacious  master  bedroom  contained  a  four  poster  king  size  bed  as 
well  as  a  sectional  sofa  and  seating  area. 


period  of  time,”  he  added. 

Following  the  luncheon  buffet,  spectators  had 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  home  and  learned  about 
its  many  quality  features.  Conducting  the  tour,  Carter 
Clough,  John  Lyons  and  Julie  Rajzynger  gave  very 
detailed  explanations  cov¬ 
ering  all  aspects  of  the 
superior  construction. 

A  brief  summary 
of  the  construction  gave 
credibility  to  the  claims 
of  the  contractors.  The 
foundation  of  the  home 
has  a  concrete  footer, 
stem  wall  of  cement 
blocks  filled  with  con¬ 
crete  that  has  been  rein¬ 
forced  with  steel  and  con¬ 
tains  connector  strapping 
and  a  cap.  The  footer  not 
only  follows  the  outside 
perimeter  of  the  house, 
but  has  several  interior 
support  structures  that 
provide  a  stable  base  for 
the  attachment  of  the 
modular  sections.  The 
base  flooring  is  further 
enhanced  by  tongue  and 
groove  plywood  prior  to 
application  of  carpet,  tile 
and  hard  wood  flooring. 

Unlike  mobile 
homes,  each  portion  of  the  residence  is  delivered  to 
the  site  and  permanently  attached  prior  to  the  exterior 
receiving  a  wire  lathe  and  stucco  finish  or  siding.  The 
interior  partitions  and  wall  coverings  are  completed 
after  the  assembly  of  the  entire  shell.  Palm  Harbor 
uses  its  own  construction  crews  for  all  facets  with  no 
subcontracting,  which  gives  them  greater  control  over 
quality. 

Clough  gave  special  attention  to  the  numer¬ 
ous  protected  air  vents  in  the  foundation  and  the  state 
of  the  art  insect  control  system.  Ports  have  been 
installed  on  each  end  of  die  building  to  allow  pest 
control  services  to  pump  their  chemicals  throughout 
the  interior  walls,  foundation  and  attic  without  enter- 


Judy  Weeks 

A  fairy  tale  bedroom  for  a  little  princess. 


ing  the  building  or  subjecting  the  home  owner  to 
harmful  fumes  and  toxins.  Termite  and  mold  shields 
have  been  used  wherever  possible. 

The  energy  management  system  employed  in 
the  construction  allows  for  maximum  efficiency  and 
has  resulted  in  the  Energy  Star  award.  Water  vapor 
and  untreated  air  gaskets,  seals  and  high  density  insu¬ 
lation  provide  high  performance 
return  from  dollars  spent  on  elec¬ 
tricity.  Energy  Star  bulbs,  which 
give  off  60  watt  fighting  with  only 
14  watt  usage,  have  been 
employed  throughout  the  house. 
Negotiations  are  currently  taking 
place  with  the  Florida  Solar 
Institute  to  further  enhance  the  sys¬ 
tem. 

Bathrooms  have  been 
constructed  of  water  resistant 
material  and  the  shower  base  is  a 
continuous  pan  unit  with  tile  finish 
rather  than  the  leak  prone  separate 
flooring  that  follows  most  conven¬ 
tional  plans.  Top  of  the  line  plumb¬ 
ing  fixtures  have  been  employed 
throughout. 

Top  quality  appliances 
have  been  selected  for  the  kitchen 
and  laundry  with  high  performance 
and  efficiency  in  mind.  A  gas  oper¬ 
ated  stone  fireplace  showcases  the 
comer  of  the  spacious  living  room 
and  maximum  versatility  of  the 
floor  space  in  each  room  makes  for 
gracious  living.  The  master  bed¬ 
room  has  two  large  walk  in  closets  and  an  enormous 
bathroom. 

Alexander  Espinosa  of  MichaeFs  Decoration 
was  selected  as  the  interior  designer  for  this  particular 
project  and  did  an  exemplary  job  of  coordinating  a 
multitude  of  colors  that  flowed  from  room  to  room. 


Native  American  accents  were  skillfully  employed 
throughout  the  residence  in  furniture,  window  cover¬ 
ings  and  fabric  choices  in  a  very  tasteful  manner. 

Extra  bedrooms  had  been  converted  into  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  office/den  and  the  playroom  area  was  embel¬ 
lished  with  a  hand  painted  mural. 

Palm  Harbor  Homes  invited  everyone  to  tour 
their  model  complex  in  Palm  City,  Fla.,  which  features 
20  models,  as  well  as  two  story  buildings,  attached 
and  separate  garages.  Tribal  citizens  were  particularly 
interested  in  the  reduced  time  frame  in  acquiring  a 
high  quality  modular  home  with  reasonable  invest¬ 
ment. 


New  Tribal  Community  in  Lakeland 

More  Than  200  Homes  Slated  for  Construction 


By  Chris  Jenkins  is  for  the  designing,  constructioning  and  operation  of 

LAKELAND  —  Johnny  Depp  and  Winona  high  performance  green  buildings. 

Ryder  called  it  home  during  the  filming  of  their  LEEDS  promotes  and  recognizes  perform- 

1990  hit  movie  Edward  Scissorhands.  Soon  Tampa  ance  in  five  key  areas  of  human  and  environmental 
community  Tribal  citizens  will  call  it  home  as  well.  health:  sustainable  site  development,  water  savings, 

In  the  largest  city  in  Polk  County,  more  then  750  energy  efficiency,  materials  selection  and  indoor 

acres  of  wetlands  have  been  designated  as  the  future  environmental  quality. 

destination  for  more  then  200  new  homes.  Housing  Director  Troy  Clay  says  proper 

As  part  of  a  three  to  five  year  project,  con-  development  environmentally  for  the  area  is  very 
struction  for  the  property  will  begin  shortly  upon  important  throughout  the  process, 
approval  of  the  Tribe’s  trust  application  by  the  “When  you  include  environmental  sustain¬ 

ability  and  restoration  as  part 
>  of  a  project,  it  makes  the 
1  "  ,  quality  of  the  project  even 

better,”  Clay  said.  “We  plan 
to  take  our  time  planning 
and  bring  in  the  environmen¬ 
tal  aspects  of  this  as  a  major 
objective  we  want  to  accom¬ 
plish.” 

Tribal  Community 
Planning  Director  Heidi 
Shafran  agreed. 

“We  want  to  have 
minimal  wetland  impact,” 
Shafran  said. 

Shafran  says  major 
efforts  are  being  put  into 
place  to  protect  the  area 
because  of  the  wildlife  it 
currently  inhabits  which 
includes:  wild  pigs,  gopher 
turtles  and  lizards  to  name  a 
few. 

She  says  other  chal¬ 
lenges  also  exist. 

Community  road  access  as 
well  as  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  trusting,  solid 
relationship  with  the  county 
must  remain. 

“Part  of  our  chal- 

Tribal  Community  Planning  and  Water  Resource  Management  staff  lenges  are  also  communicat- 

examining  a  plant  species.  ing  the  timeline  of  why  it  is 

taking  so  long,”  she  said. 

“We  are  starting  with  raw 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Real  Estate  Director  Fred  land  and  this  is  an  opportunity  for  the  Tribe  and  it’s 

Hopkins  said  the  selection  process  has  been  on-  the  first  time  that  the  Tribe  can  really  develop  a 

going  for  some  time.  piece  of  land  for  an  entire  community  [outside  of 

“We’ve  been  in  the  market  for  some  time  Fort  Pierce]  without  the  government  telling  them 
looking  at  various  properties,”  Hopkins  said.  what  to  do.” 

He  explained  that  selecting  the  land  Tampa  Liaison  Richard  Henry  says  he  is 

involved  four  specific  factors:  size  (to  support  pleased  with  the  move  for  a  few  important  reasons, 

immediate  and  future  needs),  setting  (rural  as  It  allows  citizens  to  reestablish  bonds  and  for  those 

opposed  to  urban),  price  and  structure  (as  part  of  who  have  been  displaced  the  chance  to  reconnect  in 

Planned  Urban  Development  or  PUD).  the  community.  He  said  there  are  also  plans  for 

“I  think  given  the  price  and  land  it  will  be  a  administrative,  elderly  affairs,  recreation,  and  4-H 
nice  opportunity,”  he  said.  buildings,  among  other  ideas. 

The  homes  will  be  built  in  accordance  with  “We  wanted  to  get  everything  in  one  area,” 

the  Leadership  in  Energy  and  Environmental  Design  Henry  said.  “I’m  pretty  happy  with  it  all.  We  just 
(or  LEEDS)  program.  According  to  its  official  web-  want  to  get  everything  rolling  and  start  building.” 
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Construction  of  Six  Homes  Completed  in  BC 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress  and 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida’s  Housing 
Department  hosted  a  celebration  for  the 
unveiling  of  six  new  residences  on  the  Big 
Cypress  Reservation  on  Oct.  1 1 . 

“The  residences  we  are 
celebrating  today  belong  to  Lottie  and 


Mabel  Jim,  Daisy  Buster,  Nicodemus  Billie 
Jr.,  Norman  Huggins  and  Sharon  Cypress,” 
stated  Housing  Director  Troy  Clay.  “Their 
locations  are  scattered  around  the 
community  and  we  hope  that  you  will  take 
the  time  to  receive  a  first  hand  look  at 
these  assets  to  your  neighborhood. 
Occupation  of  some  of  these  homes  has 
already  taken  place,  however,  Daisy  Buster 
has  invited  you  to  a  ‘walk  through’ 
following  this  event.” 

Cypress  presented  opening 
remarks  and  drew  attention  to  the  cake 
display  which  included  a  large  chickee, 
representative  of  the  housing  transition  that 
has  taken  place  for  Tribal  citizens  in  one 
generation’s  time  frame. 

Immokalee  Tribal  Council  Liaison 
Elaine  Aguilar  gave  the  invocation  in 
Mikasuki.  She  then  commented  on  the 
many  accomplishments  that  are  taking 
place  at  each  of  the  reservations  with 
regard  to  providing  much  needed  housing. 

“It  may  have  been  a  long  time 
coming,  but  it  will  be  with  us  for  a  long 
time,”  she  said.  “Homes  are  being 
constructed  that  will  serve  their  owners 
well  and  they  will  be  able  to  pass  these  on 
to  the  next  generation.” 


Housing  Director  Troy  Clay  then 
spoke.  He  told  the  gathering  that  his 
department  aims  to  provide  Tribal  citizens 
with  “the  kind  of  home  from  which  [they] 
can  derive  the  most  benefit.” 

“Our  program  has  become  a 
reflection  of  the  voice  of  the  Tribal 
members,”  he  said.  “You  have  spoken  and 
we  are  listening.” 


“The  six  homes  that  we  are 
celebrating  today  are  just  a  tip  of  the 
iceberg,  when  you  consider  the  projects 
currently  under  construction,  in  the 
permitting  stages  or  on  the  drawing  table 
for  each  of  the  reservations,”  he  added. 

Senior  Project  Manager  Patrick 
Cordell,  and  Bob  McFee  of  Gulf  Building 
Construction,  made  short  presentations  and 
acknowledged  the  people  who  have  taken 
these  projects  from  the  drawing  board  to 
the  reality  stages. 

“We  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  access  needs  of  elders  and  persons 
requiring  medical  assistance,”  Cordell  said. 
“An  aggressive  financial  program  and 
credit  counseling  has  been  established,  and 
of  course,  hurricane  preparedness  has 
received  a  priority  status.” 

Tony  Moya,  assistant  director  of 
planning  and  development,  said  that  Tribal 
citizens  can  look  at  the  six  completed 
homes,  which  are  “indicative  of  what  you 
can  expect  in  the  not  too  distant  future.” 
Moya  added  that  eight  more  homes  are 
slated  for  completion  by  the  beginning  of 
2008,  13  will  soon  be  breaking  ground  and 
40  are  in  the  planning  phase,  with  several 
remodels  already  underway. 


“An  aggressive  effort  is  being 
made  to  accommodate  your  needs,”  he 
said. 

A  discussion  took  place 
concerning  the  goals  of  Housing  Services 
Management  and  the  Home  Maintenance 
Program.  Recognizing  the  individuals  who 
are  responsible  for  these  services,  they 
were  individually  introduced  to  the 

community.  Once 
Tribal  citizens  take 
occupancy  of  their 
homes,  maintenance 
of  the  interior  and 
exterior  become 
important  issues 
and  provisions  are 
being  made  to 
achieve  the  best 
results. 

Following 
the  luncheon  buffet, 
Daisy  Buster 
opened  her  doors  to 
the  public,  placing 
her  new  home  on 
display.  Among  the 
many  attractive 
features  were  a 
state-of-the-art 
kitchen,  large 
bedrooms,  porches 
and  living  areas. 

The  master 
bedroom  included  a  walk-in  closet  and 
enormous  bathroom  with  both  tub  and 
shower  facilities. 

Careful  preparation  had  taken 
place  at  each  of  the  home  sites  to  insure 
against  water  intrusion  without  damaging 
any  appreciable  amount  of  the  surrounding 
wetlands  and  wooded  areas.  Five  Points 
had  been  employed  to  landscape  around 
the  residences  with  attractive  lawns  and 
garden  areas  that  enhanced  the  existing 
beauty  of  the  natural  setting,  for  which  Big 
Cypress  is  so  well  known. 

Nicodemus  Billie  was  relaxing 
around  his  manmade  pond  in  front  of  the 
house  on  West  Boundary  Road.  His  eyes  fit 
up  as  he  talked  about  plans  to  build  rock 
formations,  natural  plantings,  water 
fountains  and  a  small  tropical  garden  that 
would  enhance  his  little  bridge. 

“I  love  my  new  home  and  plan  to 
make  the  most  of  my  yard,”  he  said.  “It 
will  be  a  place  where  I  can  enjoy  nature, 
my  wood  carvings  and  visit  with  my 
friends.” 

Laughing  he  added:  “I  just  might 
place  a  sign  over  the  gate  that  says  ‘The 
Promised  Land’  because  that  is  how  I 
feel.” 


Daisy  Buster  welcomed  Open  House  spectators  to  tour  her  new  home. 


Lottie  Jim  has  already  moved  in  and  is  enjoying  her  new  home. 


Nicodemus  Billie  Jr.’s  home,  which  he  calls  “The  Promised  Land.” 
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Great  News  For  All  Tribal 
Members  and  Employees: 


TAKE $  1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


lid  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  aJi  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 

5  YEARS/  1  00,000  MILES  ON 

EVERY  2007  MODEL 

*  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 

*  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 

-  ROADSIDE  assistance _ 

works  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  gel  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  ^  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


THE  NEW  2007  MODELS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER  1, 


CHEVROLET  •  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  •  GMC 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd„  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  Blvd.  jusl  eost  of  Sawgrass  Enpwy. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9om-9pm, 

Sal  9am-6pmf  Sun  12-6pm 

SERVICE  HOURS:  For  value 

Mon-fri  7  am- 6  pm,  Sal  7om-3pm  and  service  it's 

id  Morse,  of  course] 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrF 
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-cEiaJKE  $1  MILLION 

jjf>P  :%f$!  I  AT  SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO 

■r  ffcV  v5if  A 


TAKE  IT  OR  TRADE  IT  - 
$1  MILLION  GAME  SHOW 
TUESDAYS  AND  THURSDAYS 
2PM  &  8PM 

51  MILLION  GRAND  FINALE 
OCTOBER  27  AT  6PM 

YOUR  CHANCE  TO  WIN  A 
2007  BENTLEY  CONTINENTAL 

$20,000  WEEKLY  GRAND  PRIZE  GUARANTEED 
EVERY  SUNDAY  IN  OCTOBER 

ROCK  THE  GAME  - 
SWIPE  &  SCORE 

EVERY  MONDAY  NIGHT  WIN  CASH,  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY 
OR  COn.  PRIZES! 

5PM -10PM 

52  0  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY. 
WHEN  YOU  SIGN  UP  FOR  A 
FREE  PLAYERS  CLUB  CARD, 

FOR  NEW  CLUB  MEMBERS.  NO  PREVIOUS  PLAY  REQUIRED. 
SEE  PLAYERS  CLUB  FOR  DETAILS. 


HOLLYWOOD.  FL 
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Keep  Your  Cool 
Doing  Hot  Jobs! 


Tractor 


— - 


jk. 


Choose  your  color.  The  HTV11Q0  com  us  in  hrflliftnt 
Kubota  flrnngn  Or  Bppltr*oM  Cnmcuflngu. 

AIR  CONDITIONER  AND  HEATER  t tie  cnty  vehicle  oi  Me  hurt  witft  an  air 
wntfWonor.  Ihfl  RTvhw?  kggw*  hgw  lg  kggp  you  kku  t.OWtirf  urnSor  th* 
flood  far  a  lower  eerier  ai  gravily,  Ihs  Dir  DonditxKiing  u ml  tn  Urn  ftTVl  iQD 
ib  Ihe  sum:  Dtia  used  In  our  Iwh-cnd  M  ShHhb  Iruclors.  The  RTVtlOO  uh* 
fcs*  e  Maun,  which  -i  ^Irfl-eniearn  due  so  the  ttHim&dyfutnrt*  or  m® 
tfiSeprsiod  c-et^n  design. _  _ 


Kyboh. 


■ntiVniiMi  vm:  vu.ii: 


Full  Factory  Parts  amt  Service! 

Wc  Service  All  Makei.  We  make;  hydraulic  hno. 

Tw.-f  jT,  549  East  Sugarland  Hwy. 
f  mMM  M  MX.  CldwIStdn.  FL  33440 

Tractor  S63.983.4484 


WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL ! 

Htoltaft*  Now  AvaiittbtvThrrt  ST£T  RENTALS 


Daughtry  Holds  Hard  Rock  Meet  and  Greet 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD 

—  On  Oct.  9  members  of 
the  media  and  screaming 
fans  waited  patiently  to  get 
a  good  look  at  rock’s  new 
standard  bearer,  Chris 
Daughtry  and  his  band 
mates  in  the  rock  group 
Daughtry.  The  band  was 
participating  in  an  informal 
meet  and  greet  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Cafe. 

Daughtry  would 
also  perform  a  concert  later 
that  evening  to  an  almost 
sold-out  crowd  at  the  Hard 
Rock  Live.  The  meet  and 
greet  was  part  of  the  band’s 
promotion  for  their  nation¬ 
wide  tour,  which  began  in 
January  of  this  year.  The 
band  also  said  they  wanted 
to  acknowledge  their  fans 
and  meet  some  of  them  dur¬ 
ing  the  promotional  event. 

“We  worked  hard 
to  get  where  we  are  and  the 
fact  that  we’ve  accom¬ 
plished  all  these  things  is 
definitely  a  big  payday  for 
us,”  said  Chris  Daughtry. 

“We’re  very  grateful  that  we 
have  fans  that  allow  us  to  do 
some  of  these  major  things.” 

Chris  Daughtry,  the 
fourth  runner-up  from 

American  Idol’s  Season  5,  founded  the  band.  He  is  the  Daughtry’s  self-titled  debut  became  the  No.  1 

front  man  and  writes  and  performs  their  vocals.  Other  album  in  the  country  not  once,  but  twice,  after  debut- 
members  include:  Josh  Paul,  bass,  Joey  Barnes,  mg  at  No.  2  in  November  2006.  It  sold  an  astounding 

drums,  Brian  Craddock,  guitar,  and  Josh  Steely,  guitar.  300,000  copies  in  the  first  week.  Worldwide  sales 

have  exceeded  the  four 
million  mark,  certifying 
the  album  triple  plat¬ 
inum,  with  hits  including 
“It’s  Not  Over”  and 
“Home”  keeping  the 
record  high  in  the  charts. 

During  the  press 
conference  it  was 
announced  that 
Daughtry,  just  10  min¬ 
utes  prior,  was  nominat¬ 
ed  for  three  American 
Music  Awards  — 
Favorite  Rock  Album, 
Favorite  Artist  and 
Favorite  Breakthrough 
Artist. 

On  hearing  the 
news  singer  Chris 
Daughtry  said:  “Anytime 
were  nominated,  it’s  a 
great  honor  for  us.  The 
fact  that  we’re  being 
taken  seriously,  it’s  a  big 
accomplishment  for  us. 

If  we  win  it  great,  if  not 
it’s  just  great  to  be  men¬ 
tioned.” 


Chris  Daughtry  jumps  around  with  bandmates  after  learning  of  his  nomina¬ 
tion. 


VVyV  i  V  V  4^^ 


OHALEI  INDIAN  VILLAGE 
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-  _***  J 


Wild  life  presentations  for 
scheduled  groups  of  10  or  more 

DMQKI3  ^Da&Ssad 

Cooking,  woodwork,  basket 
weaving  and  dollmaking  are 
demonstrated. 


Experience  up  close  Florida 
Panthers,  Macaws,  Alligators, 
Fox,  Racoons  and  River  Otters. 


Seminole  Arts  &  Crafts: 
Jewelry,  clothing,  woodwork 
and  Seminole  baskets  &  dolls. 

J  iJ^TjTyr  ij  ij  V  U 


Located  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  Inside  the  Seminale  Paradise  *5716  Seminole  Way  *  Hoilywood,  FL 


New  Kids 


Happy  Birthdays 


For  my  Ridge:  You  are  my  brother, 

I  am  your  sister.  You  may  get  on  my  nerves 
but  little  brothers  are  supposed  to;  I  know. 
You  are  one  year  older  now,  but  just 
remember  this;  I  am  always  going  to  be  your 
big  sister. 

Happy  7th  birthday  Ridge! 

Love  always, 

Emily  A.  Cortez 


Happy  belated  birthday  to  our  son 
Ridge  on  Oct.  29.  You  have  grown  up  so  fast 
and  you  make  mommy  and  daddy  so  proud. 
Love  always, 

Mom  &  Dad 


Happy  birthday  to  our  brother 

Ridge. 

Love  always, 

Rissa  &  Lil’  Billy 


Happy  birthday  Ridge.  We  love  you 
and  hope  you  have  a  good  time. 

From, 

Aunt  Dee,  Uncle  Sam  &  Your 
Brighton  Rez  Cuzns 


Belated  birthday  wishes  to  my 
loved  ones. 

From, 

Oppy  &  the  Otter  Gang 


To  my  sister  Peggy  Kim,  happy 
belated  birthday  on  Sept.  22.  Hope  you 
had  nothing  but  good  thoughts  and  great 
wishes  on  your  birthday.  I  don’t  know 
about  you  but  I  quit  counting  at  25.  Ha! 
Ha!  But  it  must  go  on  for  you  since 
you’re  a  grandma  now.  It’s  all  good. 
Always  take  care  and  see  you  soon. 
Much  love, 

Oppy  Otter 


Happy,  happy  belated  birthday 
wishes  to  my  lovely  and  very  talented 
16-year-old  niece  Miss  Letitia  Teal 
Foster,  on  Sept.  9.  You  always  were  the 
bomb.  You  definitely  deserve  everything 
you  like.  Take  it  slow  and  enjoy  your 
youth.  Keep  it  up  kid! 

One  love  always, 

Egoosh  &  the  Otter  Gang, 
John,  Denise,  Dominique,  Marlon  and 
this  little  bird  MayLin 


Congratula 
tory  wishes  go  out 
to  Courtney 
Michelle  Doctor, 
on  the  birth  of  her 
new  baby  boy 
Jayden  Doctor,  the 
newest  edition  to 
the  Panther  Clan. 
We  love  you  both 
and  keep  you  in  our 
prayers. 

Wth  love, 

Gladys  R.  Doctor 


The  Motlow  family  would  like  to  announce  the 
birth  of  Maddux  Locke  Motlow-Acosta.  He  was  bom  on 
Aug.  7,  weighing  7  pounds,  11  ounces.  Proud  parents  are 
Thomasine  Motlow  and  Marco  Acosta;  big  sister  is  Baylee 
Micco;  and  grandparents  are  Tom  and  Mary  Motlow  and 
Ruth  and  Augustine  Acosta. 


Press  the  following  fervour  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Dig  Cypress  &  immokalee 
Press  3  lor  Brighton,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

run  mm  Mr  n  wmm*  5  g  m  i*  t  •  m  r*  rmtn  •  mi  g*r  ?wuw«  *  summ 


Attention  Tribal  Citizens: 


Seminole  Broadcasting  is  seeking  a  self- 
motivated  &  energetic  Tribal 
citizen  to  take  on  the 
responsibilities  of 
assistant  director  in 
the  department. 

This  great 

opportunity  is  open  to 
any  Tribal  citizens  with 
a  four  year  degree  in  business, 
media  arts,  video  production,  broadcasting, 
communications  or  any  other  related  field. 


A* 

MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

wwwjniIleniumlimo.com 
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American  Idol  Edition  |  ttimwr-Kz.aKr  apjsswgw 


True  Vi*  km 
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Freedom  Edition  |  kb*  hs  ho/. 
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Mercedes  Ben  |  Si  50 .  d  P-asseiger 

Over  18  Hummers,  Chmlers \  Mercedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from 

Starting  out  at  $55/lir  for  Regular  1  Jmos 
$99/lir  Tor  Hummer  H2  Lirnos  and  Escalade  Limos 

ITrc  largesE  SUV  Fleet  in  South  Florida,  and  the  lowest  prices. 

Fleet:  10  Passenger  Lincoln  Tawttmr,  Excursions  from  I  S/22/26 
(XiiKc timers.  Hummer  ill,  CmliUuc  E.sculude  2007 r  Chrysler  JOO. 


Sente/  Eat bu  20(17 1  £ dear  4  Ba±.  300. 1?  Passarqer 
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4500  W.iii 
StKiniJ  System 


1 2  12”  inch 


Wireless 
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FRwOptic 
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DVD/CD/fM/AM 


Liis  Vegav  Syle  Slot  MaduuL- 
ffd  cwfuuunen!  [HBjbMuHilj.  i 


Weddings  •  Night  Outs  •  Airport  Port  Transfers  •  Excursions  *  Much  More  (Prices  may  in.  higher  tm  weekends  wd holiday*) 
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Poems 


Mv  Pen 

At  this  moment  it  seems  I  have  naught 
Only  a  truth  being  revealed  from  the  demons  I  fought 
Within  anger  hides  the  root  of  doubt 
As  happiness  is  left  to  secretly  roam  about 
The  pain  inflicted  is  more  than  enough 
For  weakness  is  found  even  in  those  who  appear  to  be 
tough 

Failing  to  realize  that  from  above  are  all  things  sent 
Only  leads  us  to  bare  the  hostility  that  nurtures 
contempt 

Questions  of  the  heart  I  often  ask 
The  reply,  “You’ve  been  given  one  to  understand  the 
task” 

Written  words  speak  to  a  few,  hoping  to  reach  some 
There  is  a  war  and  together  is  the  only  way  it  can  be 
won 

Sharing,  the  highs  and  lows  of  an  unconquered  flight 
My  pen  is  a  weapon  with  which  I  fight 

—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 


Day  In  and  Day  Out 

No  matter  what  I  do  there  is  no  escape,  it’s  a 
nightmare  without  an  ending  where  love  leams  to 
hate 

It’s  a  place  of  chances  where  the  weak  slowly  die, 
it’s  a  good  time  gone  bad  that  brings  tears  to  the  eyes 
It’s  a  jungle  of  madness,  jealousy  and  hate,  it’s  where 
man  becomes  an  animal  and  waits  on  his  fate 
It’s  time  standing  still  and  a  face  without  a  name,  no 
one  really  wants  to  admit  it  but  it’s  just  another  part 
of  the  game 

Its  razor  wires  and  fences  to  help  you  remember  the 
years,  where  gun  towers  stand  tall  in  hope  of 
imposing  fear 

The  days  last  forever  as  the  nights  awake  the  pain, 
your  tears  become  a  river  because  they  fall  like  the 
rain  In  and  out  of  reality  as  time  laughs  in  your  face, 
its  echo  forever  reminds  you  that  you  no  longer 
belong  to  the  human  race 

A  slave  to  your  surroundings  and  a  prisoner  to  your 
shame,  its  doing  time  in  Florida  with  no  way  of 
breaking  the  chains 


Pistols  and  Pain 

Both  fit  hand-in-hand 
Each  can  destroy  thanks  to  the  evil  in  man 
One  is  steel  and  two  can  steal 
If  you’ve  held  either,  then  you  know  how  I  feel 
How  they  separate  many  from  that  which  is  dear 
Thriving,  on  hate  and  giving  life  to  fear 
Useless  I’ve  come  to  discover 
Shoot  one  and  get  shot  by  the  other 
10-20-Life  adds  to  their  fame 
These  are  the  rewards  of  both  pistols  and  pain 

—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 


Man  of  Honor 

My  father  is  the  reason  I  am  who  I  am  he  is  the 
one  who  takes  credit  for  makin’  me  a  man 
He  gave  me  things  in  life  I  will  always  need 
He  gave  me  not  only  his  name,  but  also  the  will 
to  succeed 

He  taught  me  about  respect  and  how  to  keep  my 
word,  and  he  taught  me  the  people  who  don’t 
will  get  what  they  deserve 
He  taught  me  about  greed  and  how  to  live 
without  wealth  and  he  taught  me  family  is  more 
important  than  anything  else 
He  taught  me  about  the  wicked  mans  hate  and 
the  righteous  mans  love  and  he  minded  me  give 
thanks  to  the  man  up  above. . . 

These  are  the  morals  he  gave  me  that  will  never 
change  or  wander,  because  he  raised  me  to  be  a 
man  of  honor 

—  MOB  ‘07 


Warrior  Poet 

There  is  no  one  to  listen 
But  my  pen  and  paper  hear  me  just  fine 
Turning  thoughts  into  poetry 
Just  to  pass  the  time 
There  are  some  things  I  have  to  say 
That  I  need  to  get  off  my  mind 
But  there  is  no  one  to  trust 
Except  myself  every  single  time 
Then  who  do  I  turn  to 
When  all  else  fails 
Me,  myself  and  I 
Who  else  cares? 

A  warrior  is  always  lonely 
I  guess  that  would  be  true 
But  my  pen  and  paper 
Will  see  me  through 
My  expressions  may  be  vivid 
And  my  images  a  little  hostile 
That’s  just  how  I’m  living 
But  I  seek  to  prosper 
It’s  through  these  poems 
That  helps  me  take  time  to  reflect 


A  Soldier’s  Tears 

With  ghetto  dreams  one  creates  a  scene  of  drive 
by  shootings  filled  with  death  and  screams 
Tattoo  tears  to  disguise  the  pain,  one  no  longer 
wants  to  face  reality  so  he  gives  himself  a  name 
No  one  knew  him  but  the  boy  had  game,  a  he  to 
tell  to  who  ever  would  listen  as  he  searched  for 
his  fame 

Stories  of  money,  cars  and  dimes,  a 
neighborhood  homie  addicted  to  good  times 
Trapped  by  the  money  that  made  him  its  slave, 
a  dead  man  walking  trying  to  avoid  his  grave 
Nights  of  hoping  for  one  more  day,  as  the 
Angels  of  Heaven  silently  pray 
With  broken  wings  and  shattered  dreams  one 
more  homie  graduates  to  that  Gangster  Lean, 
tears  of  sadness  falls  like  the  rain,  as  a  bed  of 
roses  becomes  his  grave 
A  friend  to  many  and  a  foe  to  some,  a  Scarface 
reflection  always  kept  him  on  the  run 
With  the  World  is  Yours  attitude  a  menace  was 
bom,  a  soul  enslaved  by  the  game  and  the 
colors  that  he  wore 

A  family  of  Thugs  but  they  gave  him  love,  a 
Westside  Story  that  ended  in  blood 
A  son,  brother  and  nephew,  a  neighborhood 
legend  that  will  always  be  loved 

Rest  In  Peace  Lil  Homie, 
—  Your  Uncle  Craze 
Panther  Clan 


Thinking  Of  You 

I’ve  made  mistakes  a  time  or  two 
But  that  was  then  today’s  anew 
I’m  paying  my  debt  to  society 
So  when  I  get  home,  you’ll  see  the  new  me 
I  think  of  you  everyday, 

Wondering  if  you’re  alive  and  doing  okay 
Sitting  here  in  D.O.C., 

I  think  about  you  and  me 
Wishing  I  was  by  your  side; 

As  thoughts  of  you  run  through  my  mind 
I  hope  and  pray  that  you’re  okay 
And  that  the  good  Lord  will  bless  you  with 
another  day. 

It’s  so  hard  to  let  you  go 
I  hope  to  see  you  when  I  get  home 
To  talk  and  laugh, 

To  just  chill, 

To  let  you  know  that  I’m  for  real 
I  love  you  still 
You’re  in  my  heart; 

I’ve  loved  you  from  the  very  start 

—  Panther  Clan 


The  Closest  Thing  to  Momma 

We  did  always  get  along 

But  through  my  whole  life  knowing  you,  you  were 
always  strong 

My  sister,  I  can  remember  years  passed  by  and  we 
didn’t  speak,  but  you  showed  me  that  love  is 
greater  than  mistakes,  disappointments,  anger  and 
pain  because  you  cared  for  me 
I’m  not  writing  this  to  make  you  cry 
But  to  show  you  how  much  I  love  you,  and  to 
explain  to  you  how  sorry  I  am  for  all  the  time  I  let 
pass  by 

Faith  and  hope  are  all  I  am  able  to  grasp,  and  hope 
your  love  is  one  of  the  rare  and  special  things 
I  have  to  keep  me  strong,  my  experience  in  life  are 
a  thing  of  the  past 
Thanks  be  to  you 
The  past  is  the  past 

And  what  you  give  enables  me  to  move  on 
Her  smile,  her  laughter,  the  sparkle  in  her  eyes 
when  joy  enters  her  heart,  her  stubbiness,  her 
loyalty,  her  determination  and  the  light  she  shines 
in  my  world,  so  dark 

I  can  remember  telling  myself  men  don’t  cry 
But  I  cried,  my  love  to  reach  you  from  here 
Because  of  my  pride  knowing  I  was  wrong 
Dying  inside,  day  in  and  day  out;  “Why?” 
Because  I  didn’t  feel  complete  with  part  of  me 
gone 

“Who  my  sister  . . .  The  Closest  thing  to  Momma” 
—  George  Osceola 


Time 

I  hear  what  you  all  say 
‘Bout  being  locked  down  24  hours  a  day 
Can’t  go  to  a  movie, 

Can’t  jump  in  the  car  to  get  away 
Some  days  are  hard;  others  are  worse 
But  I  sit  back  and  let  fate  run  its  course 
When  you’re  on  lock  it’s  hard  to  maintain  sanity; 
Where  anger  and  insanity  reign 
Can’t  even  speak  your  mind, 

For  fear  on  the  man  taking  your  gain  time 
Let  alone  make  a  request 
Because  we  ain’t  no  special  guest! 
Working  your  butt  off  for  the  hi’  freedom  you 
got, 

Cause  who  wants  to  go  to  “jail”  and  rot? 
Feeling  lost  and  all  alone, 

Especially  when  you  call  and  she’s  not  home 
Thinking  up  different  scenarios  all  in  your  mind 
Wishing  you  weren’t  out  there  on  the  grind. 
Just  a  few  thoughts  to  let  you  know, 

That  none  of  you  are  doing  time  alone 

—  Panther  Clan 


Immediate  Employment  Opportunities 

Consultants  and  Full  Time  Personnel 
Positions  Available: 


Native  American  Oral  Historian 

Native  American  Cultural  Affairs  Specialist  Administration  Assistant 
Native  American  Traditions  and  Community  Liaison 
Native  American  Reservation  Planner 
Reservation  Improvement  Personnel 

Candidate  Qualifications: 

Excellent  Verbal  and  Written  Skills 
Knowledge  of  Family  and  Native  American  Traditions 
Knowledge  of  Reservation  Daily  Life 
Native  American  Community  Involvement 
Computer  Literate 
High  School  Diploma  -  GED 

Excellent  Competitive  Salary 
Family  Benefit  Packages 

Contact:  Heather  Phalin,  Human  Resource  Specialist,  at  (352)  548-4738 
E-mail  resumes  to  Hphalin@elliswac.com,  Fax:  (352)  548-4739 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


32 


November  2,  2007 


Fraud 


anattorney 

understands... 


Experienced  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
Former  Government  Prosecutor 


-  Federal  and  State  Crimes 


*  Assault  and  Battery 


■  Felonies 


-  Misdemeanors 


Probation  Violations 


■  Domestic  Violence 


■  Criminal  Record  Sealing  and  Expunging 


►  Sex  Crimes 


Prostitution 


Drug  Cases 


-White  Collar  and  Economic  Crimes. 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Free  Consultation  (954)462.1192 
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Tribal  Council  Holds 
Special  Meeting 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Seminole 
Tribal  Council  met  for  a  special  session  on 
the  Big  Cypress  Reservation  on  Nov.  2. 

They  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Approval  of  transaction  docu¬ 
ments  to  he  executed  in  connection  with 
the  settlement,  recapitalization  and  clarifi¬ 
cation  agreement  with  Power  Plant 
Entertainment,  LLC;  Approval  of 
Indemnification  of  Citigroup  Global 
Markets,  Inc.;  limited  wavier  of  sovereign 
immunity. 
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Game  On! 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (R)  shakes  hands  with  Governor  Charlie  Crist  (L)  after  signing  historic  25  year  compact  that  paves  the  way  for  Class  III  Gaming  on  Tribal  lands. 

Gaming  Compact  Signed  for  Class  III 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

TALLAHASSEE  —  It  was  another  big  day 
for  the  Tribe  on  Nov.  14,  and  just  in  time.  Facing  a 
Nov.  15  deadline,  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  the 
state  of  Florida,  officials  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  federal  government  finally  reached  an 
accord. 

The  groups  came  to  an  agreement  on  a  25 
year  compact  to  allow  the  much-anticipated  Class  III 
Las  Vegas-style  slot  machines,  which  were  actually 
approved  in  2005,  and  banked  card  gaming,  including 
black  jack  and  baccarat,  at  Tribal  gaming  facilities  and 
on  Tribal  lands.  The  Class  III  provisions  are  limited  to 
the  seven  existing  Seminole  Tribe  casinos:  Seminole 
Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  Tampa,  Seminole  Hard 
Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  Hollywood,  Seminole  Casino 
Immokalee,  Seminole  Casino  Big  Cypress,  Seminole 
Casino  Brighton,  Seminole  Casino  Hollywood  and  the 
Coconut  Creek  Casino. 


“This  compact  is  good  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe,  the  state  of  Florida  and  the  people  of  Florida,” 
asserted  Hollywood  Council  Representative  Max 
Osceola  Jr.  “This  will  provide  income  for  the  state  of 
Florida  without  raising  taxes  for  the  citizens.” 

Osceola  added  that  he  supports  Governor 
Crist’s  request  to  the  Florida  Legislature  for  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  revenue  to  be  allocated  to  education.  Crist 
has  asked  that  95  percent  be  earmarked  for  education 
with  the  remaining  5  percent  going  toward  local  gov¬ 
ernments.  Osceola  applauded  the  Governor  for  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Tribe  to  achieve  an  agreement  that  has 
been  in  the  works  since  1991. 

Executive  Assistant  to  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  and  Fort  Pierce  Liaison  S.R.  Tommie  said  the 
progress  has  been  worth  the  wait. 

“I  think  this  is  just  another  milestone  in  the 
day  in  the  life  of  our  Tribal  members,”  she  said.  “It 

❖  See  CLASS  III,  page  8 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (L)  signs  Class  III  Gaming 
Compact  with  Governor  Charlie  Crist  (R). 


Stephen  Schwanebeck 

Nancy  Frank  at  the  finish  line. 


Tampa  Walks  for  a  Cure 


By  Stephen  Schwanebeck 

TAMPA  —  It’s  7:30 
a.m.,  the  sun  is  still  rising  and 
more  and  more  people,  including 
Tribal  citizen  Nancy  Frank,  are 
arriving.  Frank  and  many  others 
attended  the  American  Cancer 
Society’s  (ACS)  Making  Strides 
Against  Breast  Cancer  walk  on 
Oct.  27  in  downtown  Tampa. 

Frank  herself  is  a  five 
year  breast  cancer  survivor,  who 
resides  in  Lakeland,  Fla. 

“I  found  out  in  August 
2002,  and  I  survived  it,”  she  said. 
“You  may  never  know  if  you 


have  it,  so  that’s  why  it  is  so 
important  to  get  a  check  up.  I  go 
every  three  months  now.” 

Also  walking  in  honor  of 
Frank  was  her  niece,  Myra 
Simmons. 

“I  walk  for  my  aunt,”  she 
said.  “This  is  my  second  year.” 

The  event  took  place  in 
downtown  Tampa  and  the  walk 
route  included  a  trek  down  historic 
Bayshore  Blvd.  Tampa  Mayor 
Pam  Iorio  kicked  off  the  event 
with  words  of  hope  and  awareness 
as  she  led  the  group  in  the  walk. 

❖  See  WALK,  page  14 


A  Rare  Honor  for  a  Lifetime  of  Work  in  Education 


FSU  Honors  Louise  Gopher  with  Westcott  Award 


By  James  Faeh 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Louise  Gopher, 
director  of  education  for  the  Seminole  Tribe, 
was  presented  with  the  prestigious  Westcott 
Award  by  Florida  State  University  (FSU) 
President  T.K.  Wetherell  during  half  time  of 


Gopher  and  Tribal  representatives  were  promi-  during  the  game  was  a  virtual  “Who’s  Who”  of 
nently  featured  in  the  Homecoming  Parade  that  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  Many,  such  as 
makes  its  way  through  downtown  Tallahassee  Gopher,  were  dressed  head  to  toe  in  traditional 
and  up  to  the  FSU  campus.  Leading  the  way  as  colors  and  garments.  The  scene  was  more  what 


always  was  the  iconic  Chief  Osceola  riding 
atop  his  mount  Renegade  and  adorned  in  his 


the  Florida  State  Homecoming  game  versus  the  traditional  regalia.  Shortly  following  Chief 


Duke  University  Blue  Devils. 

While  the  annual  festivities  in 
Tallahassee  during  FSU’s  Homecoming  Week 
consistently  highlight  both  the  unique  heritage 
and  tradition  of  the  FSU  Seminoles, 

Wetherell  chose  this  occasion  to  under¬ 
score  the  strong  relationship  between 
FSU  and  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida.  During  this  special  presenta¬ 
tion,  he  honored  Gopher  with  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  this  rarely  granted  honor. 

According  to  FSU  Vice 
President  for  University  Relations 
Donna  McHugh,  “it  is  solely  given  at 
the  decision  of  the  president.” 

McHugh  added  that  FSU  has  not  given 
the  award  to  many  people. 

The  ceremonial  presentation 
of  the  award  occurred  on  the  middle  of 
Bobby  Bowden  Field  at  Doak 
Campbell  Stadium  and  took  Gopher  by 
surprise,  as  she  was  not  informed 
ahead  of  time  that  she  would  be  the 
honored  guest  of  the  night.  Gopher, 

Seminole  Brighton  Tribal  Council  Rep. 

Roger  Smith  and  President  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc. 

Richard  Bowers  led  the  Seminole  dele¬ 
gation  onto  the  field  flanked  on  either 
side  by  hundreds  of  members  of  the 
FSU  Marching  Chiefs.  A  colorful  col¬ 
lage  of  images  of  Gopher’s  work  in 
education  was  plastered  across  the 
massive  screen  over  the  end  zone  as 
Gopher  smiled  at  the  70,000  fans. 

The  day  before  the  game, 


Osceola  were  the  Seminole  Color  Guard,  the 
Seminole  Princesses,  Gopher,  Smith,  Bowers 
and  others. 

The  President’s  Box  at  the  stadium 


one  would  expect  at  an  upscale  private  dinner 
party  rather  than  a  sporting  event.  For  once, 
the  entire  focus  of  the  evening  was  not  entirely 
about  football,  but  rather  also  on  recognizing 
and  celebrating  the  rich  history  of  the 

❖  See  GOPHER,  page  10 


Louise  Gopher  (C)  is  presented  with  prestigious  Westcott  Award  by  FSU  President  T.K.  Wetherell 
(R)  as  Brighton  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith  (L)  looks  on. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


November  23,  2007 


Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Who  are  we? 

Please  see  the  December  14  issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  the  answer. 


Brighton  Day  School  1949-50 


Tribune  Submission  Form 


Thanksgiving  is  Family  Time 


The  Thanksgiving  holiday  is  a  time  to  spend  with  our  fami¬ 
lies,  to  appreciate  our  children  and  to  be  happy  being  together. 

We  have  a  lot  of  opportunities  to  be  together  on  Turkey 
Day.  We  can  enjoy  eating  with  our  friends  at  the  church  and  com¬ 
munity  dinners,  we  can  have  fun  with  the  seniors  at  Hot  Meals  and 
most  importantly  we  can  be  with  our  families.  We  are  lucky  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  break  bread  with  everyone.  We  must  continue  to 
say  prayers  for  all  the  men  fighting  for  our  country.  May  they  stay 
safe  and  come  back  home  to  their  families  soon. 

I  want  to  wish  all  of  you  a  peaceful  Thanksgiving.  This  is 
the  start  of  the  Holiday  Season,  so  remember,  please  don ’t  drink 
and  drive. 

Let’s  look  forward  to  a  safe  holiday  filled  with  memories  of 
being  with  family  and  friends. 

Mitchell  Cypress,  Chairman  ¥ 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 


Thank  the  Creator  for  our  Blessings 

Che  hunt  a  mo. 

As  the  Holiday  Season  approaches,  let’s  all  take  time 
to  thank  the  Creator  for  the  blessings  we  have  received  from 
him  throughout  the  year,  and  send  our  prayers  to  those  less 
fortunate  and  to  the  soldiers  away  from  home.  Keep  our 
hearts  and  minds  open  to  those  in  need  and  make  time  to  visit 
with  elders  or  those  who  are  homebound. 

As  we  sit  down  to  enjoy  our  Thanksgiving  meals, 
remember  as  members  of  the  Great  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida, 
we  must  honor  ourselves  and  each  other  and  fight  against  the 
problems  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  which  can  destroy  our 
peoples,  especially  our  young. 

Faate-empeeke-en-neetake 

Shonaabasha, 

Richard  Bowers,  President 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc. 

Panther  Clan  (Koowaate) 


Attention  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  new  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information 
provided  below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call 
The  Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  2,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
Our  fax  number  is  (954)  965-2937,  or  e-mail  tribime@semtribe.com. 


Letters '  Naa  k-  cnchaok-  h  ocheshfeeke-  Nakhoce  Acentuthoyvt 


Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

MOTHER:  _ 

FATHER:  _ 

CHILDREN:  _ 

GRANDPARENTS:  _ 

CLAN:  (OPTIONAL) _ 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  mailed  back  to  you, 
please  include  your  mailing  address. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  _ 

DATE:  _ 


Dear  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  commu¬ 
nity  for  supporting  the  Trading  Posts  on 
your  reservation.  Have  a  wonderful,  safe 
holiday  season! 

Blessings, 

Tomie  Motlow 

General  Manager 

C-Store  Operations 

President’s  Office 

Dear  Editor, 

I  want  to  say  thanks  to  all  depart¬ 
ments  that  showed  up  for  the  Hollywood 
Preschool’s  Red  Ribbon  Walk.  Even 
though  the  walk  had  to  be  postponed  until 
this  morning  (Oct.  29),  the  crowd  was  big¬ 
ger  on  the  day  of  the  walk  than  on  the  day 
it  was  originally  scheduled  for. 

Another  thank  you  to  the  depart¬ 
ments  that  helped  the  Preschool  raise 
money  for  St.  Jude  Children’s  Research 
Hospital.  All  monies  raised  will  help  chil¬ 
dren  with  cancer  and  other  catastrophic 
diseases. 

Again  thank  you  and  may  God 
bless  you  all.  In  God  we  do  trust. 

Leona  Tommie-Williams 

Preschool  Director 

Dear  Editor, 

I  just  wanted  to  say  to  all  of  the 


Seminole  people  that  you  have  truly 
inspired  me  and  other  Native  people.  Great 
job  with  the  Hard  Rock  casinos! 

I  am  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  and  have  worked  for  a  Fortune 
500  company  for  20  years.  As  we  look  into 
the  future  of  the  companies  at  hand,  diver¬ 
sity  is  a  growing  focus.  It  was  through  my 
frustrations  of  not  having  any  information 
on  our  people  in  Corporate  America  that 
drove  me  to  create  a  network  for  our  peo¬ 
ple. 

I  subsequently  founded  the  Native 
American  Indian  Diversity  Network,  and 
am  also  the  president.  I  call  the  network 
RISE  because  it  is  time  for  our  people  to 
step  up  and  not  be  silent  any  longer.  To 
speak  with  one  voice,  we  need  to  show 
Corporate  America  that  we  are  here,  and 
we  are  not  going  away.  We  get  stronger 
everyday. 

Wado, 

Grace  Panther 
Dear  Editor, 

About  two  years  ago  I  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  breast  cancer.  My  happy  little 
world  fell  to  pieces.  My  son,  who  was  12 
at  the  time,  was  home  when  I  received  the 
call.  Right  away,  I  thought,  “Don’t  let  him 
see  me  suffer  and  please  don’t  let  me  die. 
Yes,  we  are  all  going  to  go  someday,  but 


not  now. . .  I  have  a  son  to  raise.”  He 
picked  me  up,  dusted  me  off  and  said, 
“We’ll  get  through  it,  mom.” 

As  I  started  my  journey  of  doc¬ 
tors,  testing,  treatments  and  recovery,  I 
found  that  we  are  so  fortunate  to  have 
health  insurance  provided  to  Hard  Rock 
employees  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  at  no 
monthly  cost.  I  saw  very  sick  people  being 
turned  away,  waiting  weeks  for  referrals, 
and  ones  that  could  not  afford  medicines 
because  of  high  co-pays. 

Cancer  is  anything  but  fun,  but 
being  totally  stressed  out  because  you  can’t 
afford  proper  treatment  will  kill  you!  I’m 
alive  today  because  I  was  able  to  get  the 
best  care  with  our  health  plan. 

I  thank  God  for  life,  the  Seminole 
Tribe  for  my  job  with  great  benefits,  and 
my  co-workers  for  their  friendship  and 
support.  Enjoy  every  minute!  Don’t  take  it 
for  granted  and  be  thankful  for  what  we 
have  in  this  company. 

We  not  only  have  a  job  but  we 
also  have  benefits  provided  for  us  here  at 
the  Hard  Rock.  We  are  the  lucky  ones! 

Happy  holidays  and  God  bless  all 

of  you, 

“Cookie” 

Beverage  Department 

Hollywood  Seminole  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  10725,  fax  (954)  965-2937,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  3560  N.  State  Road  7,  Hollywood,  Florida  33021 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  December  14,  2007 

Deadline:  November  28,  2007 

Issue:  January  18,  2008 

Deadline:  January  4,  2008 

Issue:  February  8,  2008 

Deadline:  January  25,  2008 

Issue:  February  29,  2008 

Deadline:  February  15,  2008 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising  rates  along  with  sizes  and 
other  information  may  be  downloaded 
from  the  internet  at: 
www.  seminoletribe  .com/tribune 


Postmaster: 

Send  Address  Changes  to: 
The  Seminole  Tribune 
3560  N.  State  Road  7 
Hollywood,  FL  33021 


Editor-In-Chief:  Virginia  Mitchell 
Editor:  Elizabeth  Leiba 
Assistant  Editor:  Shelley  Marmor 
Business  Manager:  Darline  Primeaux 
Graphic  Designer:  Melissa  Sherman 
Design  Assistant:  Stephen  Galla 
Production  Assistant:  Lila  Osceola-Heard 
Reporter:  Chris  Jenkins 
Photo  Archivist:  Felix  DoBosz 
Receptionist:  Valerie  Frank 


Contributors: 

Emma  Brown,  Judy  Weeks, 
Tony  Heard,  Iretta  Tiger, 
Susan  Etxebarria,  Elgin  Jumper, 
Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

is  a  member  of  the  Native  American 
Journalists  Association.  Letters/e-mails 
to  the  editor  must  be  signed  and  may  be 
edited  for  publication.  Subscription  rate 
is  $35  per  year  by  mail.  Make  checks 
payable  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  3560 
N.  State  Rd.  7,  Hollywood,  FL  33021 
Phone:  (954)  985-5702 
Fax:  (954)  965-2937 
Or  subscribe  on  the  Internet  at 
www.seminoletribe.com 

©  2007  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 


New  Seminole  Tribune  Advertising  Rates 

Please  be  advised  of  following  advertising  rates  for  October  2007  -  October  2008. 

The  Seminole  Tribune  remains  your  best  advertising  value,  printed  on  bright,  50  pound  paper.  Each  colorful 
addition  comes  out  every  three  weeks  and  your  message  will  reach  more  than  6,000  readers,  including  a  complimentary 
copy  delivered  to  each  room  in  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  Join  us  and  see  why  The  Seminole  Tribune  is 
known  as  the  most  colorful  newspaper  in  Indian  Country. 

The  Seminole  Tribune  reserves  the  right  to  approve  or  deny  any  content  to  be  published  in  The  Seminole 
Tribune  or  refuse  an  ad  sale  to  an  individual  or  business. 


Per  Issue  -  Per  Ad  -  Full  Color  Included 

Full  Page  (12.75”w  x  20.75”h)  . $900 

Half  Page  (Horizontal  12.75”w  x  10.312”h)  (Vertical  6.312”w  x  20.75”h) . $500 

Quarter  Page  (6.312”w  x  10.312”h) . $300 

Eighth  Page  (6.312”w  x  5.093”h) . $200 

Classified  Ad*  (Placement  Fee) . $15 

(*Per  Word) . $0.25 


Continuous  Run 

Bulk  Rates 

6  Months 

1  Year 

(8  issues) 

(17  issues) 

Full  Page 

$6,840 

$13,770 

Half  Page 

$3,800 

$7,650 

Quarter  Page 

$2,280 

$4,590 

Eighth  Page 

$1,520 

$3,060 

Classified 

$114 

$229 

Payment  in  full  is  requited  in  order  to  obtain  discounted  bulk  rate 


Ad  Submissions 
Send  completed  ad  design  to 
msherman@semtribe.com  or 
mail  to  3560  North  State  Road  7, 
Hollywood,  Florida,  33021, 
attention:  Seminole  Tribune. 
Digital  artwork  must  be  PC 
compatible  in  uncompressed 
tif,  pdf,  psd,  ai,  eps,  or  jpg. 
Resolution  must  be  at  300  DPI. 
No  faxed  artwork  or  com¬ 
pressed  files,  please. 

Items  not  meeting  these 


We  except  cash,  check  or  credit  card 


specifications  will  be 
redesigned  and  will  incur 
design  fees. 

Ad  Design  Services 
Let  us  design  your  ad!  If 
you  don’t  have  the  design 
resources  we  can  design  your  ad 
for  you.  Just  send  us  your  art¬ 
work,  logos,  and  content. 

The  rate  is  $45  per  hour  with 
one  hour  minimum,  rush  rate  is 
$65  per  hour.  (954)  985-5702  x  4 
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Chris  Jenkins 

Hard  Rock  Cafe  Sales  and  Marketing  Manager  Robyn  Melvin  talks  about  pin  designs  with  the  youth. 


Seminole  Hard  Rock,  Boys  &  Girls 
Club  Make  Pinning  History 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  One  of  the  most  notable 
items  in  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock’s  memorabilia  col¬ 
lection  are  its  pins.  On  Nov.  5,  a  new  joint  project  by 
the  Boys  &  Girls  Club  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  and  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  will  add  another  pin 
to  the  vast  and  rare  collection. 


Boys  and  Girls  Club  Culture  and  Language  Director 
Jo  North  (L)  and  Sales  and  Marketing  Manager 
Robyn  Melvin  (R)  show  the  Clan  Wheel  illustration 
by  Erica  North  Deitz  to  the  youth  for  pin  ideas. 


other  individuals,  because  it  is  really  about  sharing,” 
North  said. 

For  more  information  contact  Boys  &  Girls 
Club,  Assistant  Director  Thommy  Doud  at  (954)  964- 
5947  or  (954)  410-0957. 


Chris  Jenkins 


Ryanne  Pratt  thinks  of  ideas  for  the  pin. 


Designing  a  new  series  of 
four  youth-oriented  pins,  to  he 
marketed  at  the  upcoming  Hard 
Rock  Cafe  pin  exchange  and 
fundraiser  in  January  2008,  is  the 
idea,  according  Hard  Rock  Cafe 
Sales  and  Marketing  Manager 
Robyn  Melvin.  The  fundraiser  will 
also  be  held  at  the  Hard  Rock. 

The  designs  will  center  on 
Native  American  culture  and 
emphasize  the  Seminole  Clans. 
They  will  be  made  in  limited  edi¬ 
tion  and  be  available  in  Hollywood 
and  Alaska,  as  well  as  be  sold  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Store  inside  of  the 
hotel. 

Proceeds  from  the  sales  of 
the  pins  will  go  toward  both  Tribal 
and  non-Tribal  clubs.  All  reserva¬ 
tion  youth  are  also  still  eligible  to 
submit  a  design. 

“It’s  a  good  thing  for  [the 
youth],”  Melvin  said.  “It  builds  up 
their  self  esteem,  gives  them  a 
project  to  do  and  has  community 
involvement  because  it’s  a  charity.” 

Boys  &  Girls  Club 
Director  of  Operations  and 
Development  Robert  North  Sr.  said 
exposing  the  Tribal  youth  to  the 
importance  of  giving  back  or  doing 
philanthropy  work  is  also  part  of 
the  major  goal  with  the  project. 

“We  want  them  to  have 
the  idea  that  it  feels  good  to  give 
and  it  is  fun,  and  the  earlier  we  start 
the  more  comfortable  they  are  and 
more  willing  they  are  to  share  with 


Isabel  Tucker  (in  red)  sketches  her  pin’s  design. 


Tribe  Wins  Top  Award  at 
American  Indian  Film  Festival 


Submitted  by  Seminole 
Broadcasting 

SAN  FRANCISCO  — 
The  32nd  Annual  American 
Indian  Film  Festival  was  held  in 
San  Francisco,  Nov.  2-9.  The 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  walked 
away  with  top  honors  in  the 
Industrial  Video  category  with  the 
entry  The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida:  50th  Anniversary. 

The  video  was  produced 
by  Seminole  Broadcasting  and 
originally  shown  on  Aug.  21  at 
the  Hard  Rock  Live  as  part  of  the 
Tribe’s  50th  Anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  signing  of  the 
Constitution  and  Corporate 
Charter. 

The  video  documents  the 
history  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  from  the  early  days  of  the 
Tribe  in  the  Everglades  to  the 
forming  of  the  Tribal 
Constitution,  through  today’s  suc¬ 
cess  as  an  international  presence 
in  the  hotel  and  casino  industry 
—  all  without  losing  tradition  or 
culture. 

The  history  of  the  Tribe 
is  documented  in  this  video 
through  the  words  of  the  Tribal 
citizens  themselves.  During  the 
video’s  creation,  Broadcasting 
Dept,  staff  members  conducted  61 
interviews  on  all  the  Seminole 
reservations,  in  English,  Creek 
and  Mikasuki,  to  formulate  a  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Tribe  in  the  words  of 
those  who  lived  it. 

The  video  competed 
against  videos  produced  by  the 
Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  which 
entered  NAPT:  3  Decades,  and 
the  National  Indian  Gaming 
Association,  entering  the  film  A 
Defining  Moment:  Standing  for 
Sovereignty. 

Tribal  citizens  interested 
in  requesting  a  copy  of  the  video 
can  contact  Seminole 
Broadcasting  at  (954)  985-5700. 


BflOABtAJTlNC 
P  n E  NTS 


fft 


5 O T(H  ANNIVLII>ARY 

tna  FiiMtr-OAMtJN 


iz 


b  AMERICAN  INDIAN 

FILM  INSTITUTE 


Criminal  Defense 


— ♦ — 

DUI 

VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 
- ♦ - 

606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston,  Florida 

- * - 


The  L^aw  Office  of 

Joseph  44Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

8 63-98 3- LAW S  (5297) 


Gourmet  Gift  Basket 
And  Goodies 


Area's  #1  Gift  Basket  And 
Floral  Connection  Since  1993 


Floral,  Gourmet  And  Specially  Gifts 

GOURMET  DELIGHTS...  GOURMET  BASKETS  AND  GOODIES 

FLORAE  EGRESSIONS . . . ..FRESH  FIOWERS 

INDULGENCE. 

PRECIOUS  MOMENT . SABV 

WITH 


Local  Delivery  lo^ 
Broward  &  Dade  County 
Wire  Servlet.  We  Ship  Artywbere 
last  Mi  mite  Order*.  All  Major  Credit 
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Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (Center)  autographs  one  of  his  autobiographies,  with  the  assistance  of  Allied 
Health  Manager  Suzanne  Davis  (R),  for  NNAHARA  conference  attendees. 


Chairman  is  Guest  Speaker  at  HR  Convention 

Annual  NNAHRA  Convention  Held  at  Hard  Rock 

By  Shelley  Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  gave  a  special  presentation  during  the  opening 
festivities,  on  Oct.  29,  at  the  6th  Annual  National 
Native  American  Human  Resources  Association 
(NNAHRA)  Conference.  The  chairman’s  speech  cov¬ 
ered  his  personal  struggle,  and  eventual  triumph,  over 
diabetes. 

This  speech  also  took  place  shortly  after  the 
release  of  the  chairman’s  autobiographical  book, 

Having  Diabetes  &  Acting  in  an  Honorable  Way. 

Complimentary  copies  of  the  book  were  available  fol¬ 
lowing  the  presentation,  which  the  chairman  also 
signed  for  conference  attendees. 

Allied  Health  Manager  Suzanne  Davis  intro¬ 
duced  the  chairman,  but  also  first  gave  a  PowerPoint 
presentation  about  some  of  the  programs  the  Tribe  has 
relating  to  diabetes  prevention  and  education. 

In  her  presentation,  Davis  informed  the  audi¬ 
ence  that  seven  percent,  or  about  21  million,  of  all 
Americans  have  diabetes,  according  to  the  American 
Diabetes  Association  (ADA)  statistics.  She  added  that 
approximately  15  percent  of  all  Seminole  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  are  diabetic. 

Davis  then  personalized  these  statistics  by 
telling  one  diabetic’s  story.  She  said  that  upon  diagno¬ 
sis  of  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress’s  diabetes  in  1995, 
his  blood  sugar  was  14.4  percent,  which  is  “off  the 
charts,”  according  to  Davis.  Utilizing  a  chart,  she 
showed  the  audience  how  over  a  10  year  period, 

Chairman  Cypress  was  able  to  get  his  level  to  only  6.5 
percent  —  a  level  that  the  ADA  considers  “manage¬ 
able.” 

“It’s  a  slow  journey,”  said  Davis.  “It  doesn’t 
all  come  down  at  once.” 

During  the  chairman’s  speech,  the 
PowerPoint  presentation  flashed  “before”  and  “after” 
photos  of  him  at  various  weights.  Upon  seeing  one  of 
the  “before”  photos,  the  chairman  commented  that  at 
the  time  he  ate  and  drank  whatever  he  wanted.  He  said 

cally  about  the  chairman.  “But 
he  gets  up  about  four  days  a 
week  and  works  out.” 

Ft.  Pierce  Liaison 
Sally  R.  Tommie  spoke  follow¬ 
ing  the  chairman’s  presentation. 
She  gave  conference  attendees 
an  informative  history  of  the 
Tribe,  which  covered  topics 
including:  the  six  Seminole 
reservations,  the  eight  clans,  the 
newly-opened  Pemayetv 
Emahakv  Charter  School  in 
Brighton,  the  Seminole  Color 
Guard  and  the  Tribe’s  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Hard  Rock  International. 

The  conference,  which 
lasted  three  days,  ran  through 
Oct.  3 1 .  In  addition  to  the 
Tribal  delegation  that  spoke  on 
the  first  day,  roundtable  discus¬ 
sions,  breakout  session  semi¬ 
nars  and  banquets  rounded  out 
the  NNAHRA  conference  activ¬ 
ities. 

For  more  information 

The  chairman  spoke  about  diabetes  and  staying  healthy  at  the  conference.  on  NNAHRA,  please  visit 

www.nnahra.org. 


after  being  in  denial  for  some  time  after  his  diagnosis, 
he  “took  an  honest  look  at  myself’  and  decided  to 
make  health  a  priority. 

The  chairman  credited  the  hard  work  of 
Tribal  employees,  including  Davis  and  Fitness 
Director  Vicki  Barogiannis,  for  their  help  in  maintain¬ 
ing  his  health.  Chairman  Cypress  also  mentioned  his 


Felix  DoBosz 

Ft.  Pierce  Liaison  Sally  R.  Tommie  offered  a 
Seminole  history  lesson. 


personal  trainer  Tony  Dees,  an  Olympic  silver  medal¬ 
ist  in  track  and  field,  who  was  in  attendance.  Dees  said 
the  chairman  is  now  able  to  lead  a  healthy  lifestyle 
because  he  “has  made  being  healthy  a  priority.” 

“Who’s  busier  than  him?”  Dees  asked  rhetori- 


^JJrotecLyourself  from  -  - 
making  a  mistake., 

Practice  these  simple  phrases! 

“No,  you  can’t  search  my  car.” 

“No,  you  can’t  search  my  home.” 
“No,  1  don't  want  to  talk  with  you.” 
“Call  my  lawyer!" 

Cali  Guy  Seligman 

954-760-7600 

24  hours  a  day 


Tribal  Business  Owner  Sells  Best  Buds 

Theresa  Nunez  Owns  Okeechobee  Flower  Shop 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE,  Fla.  —  How  Tribal  citizen 
Theresa  Nunez,  36,  and  her  sister-in-law,  Deanna 
Nunez,  32,  both  of  Okeechobee,  came  about  opening  a 
flower  shop  in  their  hometown  is  a  magical  tale. 
Theresa  met  Deanna 
when  her  brother, 

Dallas  Nunez,  took 
her  out  on  a  date 
about  15  years  ago. 

Theresa  and  Dallas  are 
the  adult  children  of 
Alice  Sweat,  Panther 
Clan. 

“I  told  my 

brother  right  then  that 
Deanna  was  going  to 
be  with  him  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,” 
recalled  Theresa. 

Sure  enough, 
the  couple  married. 

Theresa  said  they  have 
been  best  friends  ever 
since.  So,  naming 
their  store  Best  Buds 
seemed  like  the  right 
thing  to  do. 

Theresa  said 
the  two  of  them  came 
up  with  the  idea  of 
going  into  the  floral 
business  six  years  ago, 
when  they  were  look¬ 
ing  through  a  home 
decorating  magazine 
together.  She  said  her 
and  Deanna  “decided 
we  could  do  this 
stuff.”  Now  they  have 
a  reputation  for  then- 
upscale  floral  designs. 

“We  add  our  own  distinctive  little  touches  to 
everything  we  do,”  said  Deanna. 

Their  reception  in  town  has  been  very  posi¬ 
tive. 

Deanna  and  Theresa  attended  the  South 
Florida  School  of  Floral  Design  in  Lake  Worth,  Fla. 
For  a  long  time,  they  worked  out  of  their  houses  and 
got  jobs  by  word  of  mouth,  until  about  six  months  ago 
when  they  took  the  big  plunge  and  invested  in  a  store. 
They  bought  expensive  walk-in  coolers  and  hired 
employees  as  well. 

“Our  first  order,  six  years  ago,  was  six 
arrangements.  And  now  we  have  a  store,”  said 
Theresa.  “It  is  really  awesome  to  know  how  we  started 
and  we  did  it  on  our  own,  without  Tribal  loans.  They 
say  it  takes  five  years  to  turn  a  profit  to  regain  what 
you  spent  but  we’re  young,  we  can  do  it.” 

Deanna  and  Theresa  said  they  both  believe  in 
giving  back  to  the  community  they  are  a  part  of 


through  their  business.  They  sponsor  local  T-ball  and 
softball  teams  and  donate  flowers  and  time  to  the 
patients  at  the  Okeechobee  Rehabilitation  Center,  an 
area  nursing  home. 

“We  bring  buckets  of  flowers  to  the  patients 


there  and  teach  them  how  to  arrange  the  flowers.  It 
makes  them  feel  good,”  said  Theresa,  “ft  brightens  up 
their  day.” 

Theresa  and  Deanna  are  members  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  and  Teleflora.  They  can 
send  flowers  anywhere  in  the  world. 

There  are  many  wonderful  gifts  in  the  store, 
from  dish  gardens  to  silk  arrangements  and  even  bal¬ 
loons.  They  do  weddings,  banquets,  birthday  parties 
and  more. 

“I  am  proud  of  us;  we  have  come  a  long  way 
in  our  little  town,”  said  Theresa.  “We  like  to  do  outra¬ 
geous  floral  designs.  We  love  country  but  you  can  do  a 
blend  of  country  and  contemporary  and  it  will  be  a 
beautiful  floral  design.  Our  local  business  is  great  and 
every  day  when  someone  new  walks  in  and  places  an 
order  we  appreciate  their  business.” 

Best  Buds  is  located  at  415  S.W.  Park  St. 
Their  phone  number  is  (863)  467-4111. 
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Tribe  Opens  Okeechobee  Community  Center 


Ribbon  Cutting  at  Okeechobee  Community  Center:  (L-R)  Brighton  Board 
Representative  Johnnie  Jones,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Education  Asst. 
Director  Emma  Johns  and  Non-Resident  Liaison  Holly  Tiger-Bowers. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, 

Fla.  —  The  Brighton  area’s 
non-resident  Tribal  citizens 
now  have  a  place  to  call  their 
own,  the  Okeechobee 
Community  Center.  The  ribbon 
cutting  ceremony  for  this  facili¬ 
ty  took  place  on  Nov.  1  at  its 
location  at  108  NE  7th  St. 

The  newly  remodeled 
interior  has  been  transformed 
from  a  brightly  painted  game 
arcade  to  a  comfortable,  mel¬ 
low  and  artfully  decorated  cen¬ 
ter  for  Tribal  citizens.  It  is  a 
place  in  which  to  hold  meet¬ 
ings,  conduct  language  and  cul¬ 
ture  classes,  tutor  children  and 
host  celebrations. 

There  are  approxi¬ 
mately  220  Tribal  citizens  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Okeechobee  region 
who  can  utilize  the  center 
between  the  hours  of  2  p.m. 
and  8  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday.  However,  all  Tribal  cit¬ 
izens  are  invited  to  drop  by, 
make  themselves  comfortable, 
and  use  the  services  when  they 
are  in  the  area. 

Many  of  the  Tribe’s 
older  children  cannot  attend 
the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  in  Brighton 
since  it  only  goes  through  the  fifth  grade.  This  center 
will  be  able  to  accommodate  some  of  their  educational 
and  social  needs. 


“I  have  lived  in  town  for  15  years,”  said 
Salina  Dorgan,  who  works  at  Brighton  Recreation 
Department.  “I  think  this  is  really  nice  for  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers  who  live  in  Okeechobee  and  I  like  the  idea  of 
tutoring  available  for  my  two  eighth  graders.” 

Tribal  citizens  were  treated  to  a  tour  of  the 
facilities  and  a  luncheon  where  all  sat  at  the  dining 
room  tables  and  enjoyed  the  atmosphere. 

Wayne  Clay  of  Affordable  Art  &  Framing 
worked  with  Brighton  resident  Wendy  Johns  on  the 
interior  decorating.  Clay  described  the  interior  decora¬ 
tion  as  “country  eclectic”  in  the  main  room  and  “clas¬ 
sic  contemporary”  in  the  youth  areas. 

“I  wanted  to  achieve  a  restful  country  club 
atmosphere,”  said  Clay. 

In  order  to  do  the  remodel  the  original  arcade 
walls  were  gutted,  floors  and  walls  repainted.  The 
building  is  owned  by  David  and  Anita  Nunez  and  is 
being  leased  by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

Striking  among  the  warm  earth  tones  of  the 
painted  walls  and  carpet  is  the  hickory-oak  family- 
style  tables  and  chairs,  saddleback  leather  couches  and 


For  the  youth  there  is  a  special  entertain¬ 
ment/media  room  with  DVDs  where  they  can  watch 
movies  and  a  wall  of  computers  for  video  games.  This 
room  has  a  different  look,  modem  rather  than  tradi¬ 
tional.  Play  Station  also  is  available  for  children. 

There  is  also  an  office. 
There  are  tables  for  tutoring  in 
the  computer  lab/study  room. 

Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress  told  the  crowd  gathered 
at  the  grand  opening  that  the 
idea  to  create  a  special  meeting 
place  for  non-residents  began 
when  someone  suggested  it 
while  he  was  campaigning  for 
his  elected  office  last  spring.  He 
promised  to  do  something  about 
it  if  he  was  elected  and  as  soon 
as  he  took  office  he  told  Holly 
Tiger-Bowers,  non-resident  liai¬ 
son  to  get  it  going. 

Tiger  told  Chairman 
Cypress  she  would  have  it  done 
within  six  months,  and  so  she 
did. 

“I  think  almost  all  of 
the  non-residents  that  hve  here 
in  Okeechobee  come  from 
Brighton  but  we  are  scattered 
here  and  there,”  Chairman 
Cypress  said.  “No  matter  where 
you  live,  we  are  all  one,  we  are 
the  Seminole  Tribe.” 

“The  Tribe  is  growing 
and  we  have  to  think  about  the  needs  of  everyone,”  he 
added.  “I  want  to  thank  Holly  [Tiger-Bowers]  and  her 
staff  for  doing  such  a  good  job.” 

Brighton  Board  Rep.  Johnnie  Jones  also  told 
the  crowd  it  was  a  huge  accomplishment. 

“We  grew  up  at  Brighton  but  our  lives  pretty 
much  revolved  around  getting  to  Okeechobee  to  shop, 
getting  to  school  here,  to  the  doctors,”  Jones  said.  “To 
get  to  school  we  were  up  at  the  crack  of  dawn  and 
often  not  back  home  until  4  p.m.  This  is  a  perfect 
place  for  all  those  Tribal  citizens  and  their  families 
who  live  off  the  reservation  to  have  meetings.” 

Tribal  citizen  David  Nunez  is  an  Okeechobee 
resident,  who  has  older  children  in  Okeechobee 
schools. 

“Living  at  Brighton  it  is  so  far  from  the 
schools  and  it  is  foggy  in  the  mornings,”  he  said.  “Our 
kids  are  in  sports.  On  the  rez  kids  would  come  home 
on  a  bus  about  4  p.m.  and  then  we  would  have  to  drive 
them  back  to  town  for  practice  and  wait  in  town.” 

Nunez  and  his  wife,  Anita,  have  a  house  in 
Okeechobee  now  but  they  still  want  to  be  involved  in 
Tribal  events  and  Tribal  education. 


(L-R)  Amanda  Smith,  Reina  Micco,  Alaina  Micco,  Mary  Jo  Micco,  Jenny  Johns  and  Noella  O’Donnell  at 
the  center’s  grand  opening  celebration. 


wingback  chairs  in  the  main  room.  The  furniture  is 
clustered  so  people  can  sit  and  talk  undisturbed  and 
privately,  much  like  in  a  plush  hotel  lobby. 

Here,  eight  paintings  by  artist  Mike  Moore 
adorn  the  walls  and  add  a  rich  touch  to  the  room. 
Moore  is  a  popular  painter  among  Brighton  residents, 
where  many  of  his  works  of  fine  art  hang  in  their 
homes.  His  beautiful  paintings  of  the  historic,  natural 
world  of  the  Seminole  are  reminiscent  of  the  Highway 
Man  works  of  art  but  with  a  more  contemporary  look 
and  his  signature  warm  colors. 

This  room  includes  a  large  food  bar  with  a 
counter  where  people  can  sit  on  bar  stools.  It  will 
work  well  for  serving  snacks,  beverages  and  dinners. 


“That’s  what  I  am  excited  about,  having  a 
center  here,”  said  Nunez.  We,  and  our  kids,  will  have 
the  chance  to  study  our  culture  and  language  here.” 

Tiger-Bowers  said  she  has  sent  out  a  maihng 
to  all  the  Tribal  non-residents  in  Okeechobee  area 
about  the  new  facility.  She  said  the  center  will  be  open 
initially  Monday  through  Friday  and  she  is  in  the 
process  of  hiring  four  staff  to  manage  it. 

“I  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  helped  make 
this  happen,  along  with  my  staff  that  worked  tireless¬ 
ly,”  said  Tiger-Bowers. 

For  more  information  about  center  programs 
call  Jessica  Billie  at  (863)  763-4128. 


Cellular  Phone  Safety  and  Security  Tips  Offered 


Submitted  by  SPD 

There  has  been  a  huge  growth  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cellular  telephones  being  used  in  motor  vehi¬ 
cles  in  recent  years.  Such  cellular  communication 
equipment  can  either  be  completely  portable,  mount¬ 
ed  permanently  in  a  vehicle  (mobile)  or  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  mounted  and  portable. 

Cellular  telephones  in  motor  vehicles  may 
he  for  personal  pleasure  or  convenience,  for  business 
or  for  the  primary  purpose  of  safety  and  security. 
Every  day  there  are  examples  of  a  vehicle  break¬ 
down  or  other  personal  emergency,  to  contact  police 
and  other  emergency  personnel,  and  to  report  drunk 
drivers,  auto  accidents  and  criminal  activity. 

The  use  of  cellular  telephones  can  also  be 
distracting  and  be  directly  or  indirectly  the  cause  of 
motor  vehicle  accidents. 

The  following  are  a  number  of  tips  or  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  talking  and  driving  safety: 

Make  sure  your  cellular  telephone  is  posi¬ 
tioned  where  it  is  easy  to  see  and  easy  to  reach.  Be 
familiar  with  the  operation  of  the  telephone,  so  you 
are  comfortable  using  it  on  the  road. 

It  is  best  to  dial  the  telephone  when  the 
vehicle  is  not  moving,  such  as  at  a  stop  sign  or  red 
light. 


Use  the  speed  dialing  feature  to  program  in 
frequently  called  numbers.  This  enables  the  user  to 
make  a  call  by  touching  only  one  or  two  buttons. 
Most  telephones  will  store  up  to  99  items. 

Never  take  notes  while  driving.  Pull  off  the 
road  to  jot  something  down.  If  it’s  a  telephone  num¬ 
ber,  many  mobile  phones  have  an  electronic  scratch 
pad  that  allows  keying  in  a  new  number  while  hav¬ 
ing  a  conversation. 

Let  the  wireless  network’s  voice  mail  pick 
up  calls  when  it’s  inconvenient  or  unsafe  to  answer 
the  phone.  You  can  even  use  your  voice  mail  to 
leave  yourself  reminders. 

Use  the  voice  activated  diahng  feature, 
where  available,  to  place  a  call  so  you  don’t  have  to 
dial.  To  use  it,  you  simply  have  to  say  the  name, 
such  as  “home”  or  “office”  to  he  immediately  con¬ 
nected  to  personal  directory  listings. 

Be  a  “Cellular  Samaritan”  because  diahng 
911  is  usually  free  for  cellular  subscribers.  Use  it  to 
report  crimes  in  progress  or  other  potentially  life- 
threatening  emergencies,  accidents  or  drunk  driving. 

The  Seminole  Police  Department  urges 
everyone  to  use  safe  and  defensive  driving  practices. 
If  we  all  do  our  part,  the  roads  and  highways  will  be 
safer  for  all  of  us  to  travel. 


Holiday  Season  Shopping  Safety  Tips 


Submitted  by  SPD 

The  holidays  are  a  special  and  joyous  time  of 
year.  It  is  also  a  time  to  be  especially  alert  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  crime.  As  the  holiday  season  draws  near  and 
our  days  get  busier,  we  need  to  take  extra  care  and  pre¬ 
cautions  to  avoid  becoming  victims  of  crime. 

The  holiday  season  should  be  a  time  of  great 
joy  as  we  celebrate  and  share  gifts  with  our  friends  and 
loved  ones.  Unfortunately,  it  can  be  a  time  when  crime 
becomes  more  prevalent.  Criminals  love  the  holidays  as 
much  as  everyone  else,  but  mainly  because  it’s  an 
opportune  time  for  crime.  Statistics  nationwide  reveal 
that  people  are  especially  vulnerable  to  burglary,  theft 
and  other  crime  during  the  hectic  holiday  season. 

The  Seminole  Police  Department  wishes  all  a 
safe  holiday  season  and  would  hke  to  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  safety  tips  to  help  you  and  your  family  avoid 
becoming  crime  victims.  Taking  an  extra  measure  of 
safety  precaution  could  make  this  season  of  holidays 
safer  and  happier. 

Holiday  Shopping  Safety 

Stay  alert  to  your  surroundings.  Walk  confi¬ 
dently  with  your  head  up  and  stay  in  well-lit  and  well- 
traveled  areas. 

Pay  attention  to  people  walking  in  front  and 
behind  you.  Particular  attention  is  essential  when  you 
are  in  crowed  areas,  such  as  stores  and  malls  that  are 
filled  with  holiday  shoppers. 

Deter  pickpockets  and  purse  snatchers.  Don’t 
overburden  yourself  with  packages. 

Be  extra  careful  with  purses  and  wallets.  Carry 
a  purse  close  to  your  body,  not  dangling  by  the  straps. 
Make  sure  purses  are  closed  and  fastened.  Put  wallets  in 
an  inside  coat  or  front  pants  pocket. 

Use  caution  using  public  washrooms  and  store 
dressing  rooms.  Avoid  putting  your  purse  on  hooks  or 
door  handles. 


Shop  with  a  friend  or  relative. 

Be  as  discreet  as  possible  with  carried  cash. 

If  you’re  shopping  with  kids,  teach  them  to  go 
immediately  to  a  security  guard  if  you  get  separated. 

When  arriving  at  the  mall,  attempt  to  park 
close  to  entrance  doors  and  in  a  well-lit  area. 

When  returning  to  your  car,  have  your  key 
ready;  avoid  fumbling  with  your  packages. 

Don’t  leave  packages  visible  while  shopping, 
cover  them  or  lock  them  in  your  vehicle’s  trunk. 

Use  caution  at  ATM  machines. 

If  You’re  Out  for  the  Evening 

Turn  on  some  lights,  a  radio  or  TV  so  it 
appears  someone  is  home. 

Unplug  holiday  decorative  lights  before  going 
out  for  the  evening. 

Lock  all  doors  and  windows  when  you  leave, 
even  if  it’s  only  for  a  few  minutes. 

Do  not  display  gifts  through  your  windows. 

Drive  with  extra  caution.  Use  designated  driv¬ 
ers  or  call  a  cab,  if  you  have  been  drinking. 

Be  cautious  while  walking  or  crossing  the 
street.  During  the  hohdays  more  pedestrians  are  victims 
of  traffic  accidents  than  any  other  time  of  year. 
Holiday  Home  Safety  and  Security 

If  traveling  over  the  holidays,  use  automatic 
timers  for  hghts  and  appliances  to  give  the  appearance 
of  occupancy.  Ask  a  trusted  neighbor  to  watch  your 
home,  get  your  mail  and  bring  in  the  newspaper. 

Avoid  displaying  gifts  and  presents  where  they 
can  be  seen  from  the  outside  of  your  home.  After  pres¬ 
ents  are  opened,  don’t  let  your  outdoor  trash  receptacles 
announce  your  new  acquisitions.  Record  serial  and 
model  numbers  of  gifts  as  soon  as  you  receive  them. 

Be  a  good  neighbor  and  call  the  police  if  you 
observe  people  knocking  on  doors  in  your  neighbor¬ 
hood  without  legitimate  reasons. 
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Crime  Prevention  Officer  Michele  Daza 


Submitted  by  SPD 


New  Emergency  Services  Station  Opens 


By  Brian  Brown,  Chief  of  EMS 
Division/P.I.O. 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On 

Oct.  1  at  8  a.m.  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida  Department  of 
Emergency  Services  opened  its 
newest  EMS  station,  Station  #108. 
The  station  is  located  on  the  south¬ 
ern  border  of  the  Hollywood 
Reservation,  at  the  junction  of  64th 
Ave.  and  Sheridan  St.  This  station 
houses  two  brand  new  medium¬ 
sized  International  rescue  trucks  that 
will  be  utilized  to  cover  the 
Hollywood  Tribal  communities  and 
businesses,  including  the  Hard  Rock 
Hotel  &  Casino. 

On  Oct.  12,  Hollywood 
Tribal  Council  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola 
Jr.  was  given  a  guided  tour  of  the 
new  rescue  trucks  at  the  Tribal 
Headquarters  in  Hollywood.  The 
crews  of  the  new  Station  #108, 
along  with  EMS  Director  Chuck 
Lanza,  Assistant  Director  John 


Seminole  Police’s  Crime  Prevention  Unit 


Submitted  by  SPD 

To  support  SPD’s  belief  in  community  part¬ 
nerships  and  pressing  forward  to  create  a  strong  and 
healthy  relationship  within  the 
Tribe,  the  department  has  a 
Crime  Prevention  Officer 
assigned  for  each  reservation. 

The  Crime  Prevention  Unit’s 
objectives  are:  to  make  the  com¬ 
munity  aware  of  the  misconcep¬ 
tions  of  crime  through  innova¬ 
tive  programs,  evaluate  the 
effectiveness  of  these  programs 
and  make  the  department  aware 
of  any  positive  or  negative  feed¬ 
back  according  to  community 
interaction. 

The  Crime  Prevention 
Unit  serves  as  a  liaison  between 
the  department  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  assists  other  depart¬ 
ments  in  many  community 
events  that  take  place. 

Crime  prevention  offi¬ 
cers  hold  programs  for  the  Tribal  youth  pertaining  to 
issues  including  bicycle  helmet  safety,  internet  safety 
and  chug  awareness.  Crime  Prevention  Officers  speak 
with  Tribal  youth  about  becoming  positive  role  models 


Crime  Prevention  Officers 

Officer  Michele  Daza 
Hollywood 

Officer  Michelle  Clay 
Brighton/Fort  Pierce/Tampa 

Officer  Tom  Faherty 
Big  Cypress/Immokalee 

All  crime  prevention  officers  can 
be  reached  by  contacting  your 
nearest  Seminole  Police  station. 


and  peer  pressure,  among  other  issues. 

The  Crime  Prevention  Officers  also  serve  as 
counselors,  advisors  or  chaperones  for  summer  pro¬ 
grams  including  the  Florida  Indian 
Youth  Program  in  Tallahassee, 
camping  in  Gainesville  and  the 
Youth  Crime  Prevention  Summit  in 
Orlando,  and  other  community  proj¬ 
ects  as  needed.  Not  only  does  the 
Crime  Prevention  Unit  assist  the 
community  in  educating  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  also  by  interacting  with 
the  community  seniors.  Programs 
for  the  seniors  include  lessons  in 
preventing  crime  against  the  elderly, 
and  going  on  trips  or  outings  with 
them. 

The  Crime  Prevention  Unit 
strongly  encourages  the  community 
to  provide  any  suggestions  regard¬ 
ing  issues  that  hinder  the  safety  or 
well  being  of  its  community  and 
members.  It  is  through  positive  rela¬ 
tionships  that  progress  and  prosperi¬ 
ty  are  attained.  Let  us  remember  that  everyone  shares 
a  responsibility  in  making  the  community  a  safe  place 
to  live,  work  and  play. 


SPD  Thwarts  Potential  Burglary  at  Hard  Rock 


Submitted  by  SPD 

Officer  Certain,  Officer  Romanello  and  Sergeant  Hopkins 


“I,  along  with  the  members  of  command  staff 
and  Seminole  Police  Department,  wish  to  thank 
Sergeant  Hopkins,  Officer  Romanello  and  Officer 
Certain  for  their  exceptional  performance.  Their 
actions  are  in  keeping  with  the  finest  traditions  of 
law  enforcement  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  them¬ 
selves  and  the  Seminole  Police  Department.  ” 

—  Chief  Charlie  Tiger 


Submitted  by  SPD 

Seminole  Police  Sergeant  Thomas 
Hopkins  supervises  a  squad  of  eight  patrol 
officers  and  works  the  midnight  shift  at  the 
Hollywood  Reservation.  On  Oct.  22,  at 
approximately  2:45  a.m.,  Sergeant  Hopkins 
was  conducting  a  surveillance  of  the  Guitar 
Parking  Lot  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel 
&  Casino. 

Sergeant  Hopkins  watched  as  two 
men  walked  into  the  parking  lot  and  hung 
around  a  white  pickup  truck.  One  of  the  men 
began  to  walk  back  and  forth  among  the  vehi¬ 
cles  and  went  out  of  sight  for  a  period  of  time. 

The  man  reappeared  and  was  now  carrying  a 
black  canvas  bag  as  he  walked  back  to  the 
pickup.  Sergeant  Hopkins  radioed  for  assis¬ 
tance. 

Officers  Jarrod  Romanello  and  Jody  Certain 
arrived  to  assist.  Sergeant  Hopkins  and  the  officers 
made  contact  with  both  men. 

They  found  that  a  Kia  had  been  burglarized 
and  the  black  bag  had  been  removed  from  the  vehicle. 
The  owner  of  the  Kia  was  located  inside  the  casino 
who  said  they  did  not  know  the  men  and  did  not  give 
them  permission  to  enter  the  vehicle  or  have  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  bag. 

The  two  men  were  arrested  for  burglary,  loi¬ 
tering  and  prowling.  Further  investigation  revealed 
that  the  pickup  truck  belonged  to  one  of  the  men  and 


Seminole  Police  Department 

had  a  loaded  9mm  firearm  and  two  ski  masks  inside. 
One  of  the  men  gave  a  statement  stating  that  they  had 
planned  to  commit  an  armed  robbery  on  someone  later 
that  evening. 

Sergeant  Hopkins  was  given  an  SPD  com¬ 
mendation  for  his  keen  observation,  quick  thinking 
and  dedication  to  duty.  The  sergeant’s  actions  enabled 
the  apprehension  of  a  suspect  for  a  burglary  in 
progress  and  prevented  a  possible  armed  robbery.  He 
was  also  recommended  to  receive  the  Seminole  Police 
Department’s  In  Progress  award. 
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Felix  DoBosz 

One  of  the  new  rescue  trucks  for  Station  #108. 


Cooper  and  Battalion  Chief  Josh  Bauer,  showed 
Osceola  and  other  Tribal  employees  the  state-of-the- 
art  medical  equipment  purchased  for  the  two  new  res¬ 
cue  trucks. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  EMS  station  is  to 
give  the  Hollywood  Tribal  communities  a  private 
emergency  service  provider  that  is  located  directly  on 
the  reservation  property.  Being  located  on  the  reserva¬ 
tion  property  will  provide  the  Tribal  communities 
rapid  rescue  response  times,  a  personal  emergency 
service  provider  based  on  the  local  Tribal  customs  and 
religion,  and  instill  the  continuous  independence  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  communities  and  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  opening  of  Station  #108  on  the 
Hollywood  Reservation  is  just  a  continued  part  of  the 
department’s  mission  to  strive  to  provide  the  highest 
quality  emergency  care  to  the  Tribal  communities  and 
its  businesses. 


Tribal  CERT  Program  Holds  Training  Sessions 

By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

On  Nov.  8,  Tribal  Community 
Emergency  Response  Team 
(CERT)  volunteers  attended  a 
three  day  training  course  for 
emergency  first  responders. 

The  volunteers  consisted  of 
about  a  dozen  Tribal  employ¬ 
ees,  all  eager  to  learn  how  to 
help  their  community  during  a 
disaster. 

Hollywood  Council 
Rep  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.’s 
office  sponsored  this  training 
event,  which  was  supervised 
by  Emergency  Services’ 

Interim  Emergency  Manager 
Andrea  Ward,  FPEM,  and 
Amy  Howard,  Emergency 
Management  planner.  The 
CERT  trainers  were  certified 
firefighters  and  paramedics 
Alex  Baird  and  Peter  Berger. 

They  handed  out  par¬ 
ticipant  manuals,  displayed 
PowerPoint  presentations  and 
played  firefighter/EMT  train¬ 
ing  videos  to  help  educate  the 


CERT  volunteers.  The  two  also  demonstrated 
various  tools  and  techniques  that  have  proven 
to  be  life  saving  in  a  serious  disaster. 

“We  give  them  basic  training  so  that 
they  can  be  more  effective  as  volunteers,”  said 
Ward.  “The  first  CERT  class  was  held  back  in 
February  in  Big  Cypress  reservation  with 
about  a  dozen  volunteers.  Our  goal  is  to  have 
this  program  held  at  each  reservation  but  it’s 
challenging  to  coordinate.” 

The  20  hour  course  was  initiated  by 
the  city  of  Los  Angeles  Fire  Department  back 
in  1985.  It  proved  effective  after  first  respon¬ 
ders  were  able  to  effectively  handle  the  after- 
math  of  the  1987  Whittier  Narrows  earth¬ 
quakes,  which  ravaged  part  of  Southern 
California. 


Trainer  Alex  Baird  makes  a  point  while  Peter  Berger  pre¬ 
pares  to  share  some  tips. 


Felix  DoBosz 

FF/EMT  and  CERT  trainer  Peter  Berger  speaks  to  volunteers. 


lhaitk  You  to  Our  Many 
Customers  and  Blends. 


Have  a  Happy  Holiday  Season ! 

-  Sty**  ! 

954-967-6730 

vral: 

67  U  SF  Ang  Rood 
HblywOod 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


November  23,  2007 


VENDORS  WANTED: 

ARTS,  CRAFTS  *  FOOD 

BIO  CYPRESS  SHOOTOUT 

2ND  SEMINOLE  WAR  REENACTMENT 

FEBRUARY  22-24,  2008 

Seeking  Seminote  Tribal  Members  and  Native  Americans  to  share  their  Heritage, 
History  and  Culture  during  the  Big  Cypress  Shootout  at  Billie  Swamp  Safari. 


♦  BEAD  WORK 
♦  WOOD  CARVING 


♦  PATCHWORK 
*  DOLL  MAKING 
♦  BASKETS 
*  FRY  BREAD 


OIMPKIN  BREAD 
D  OTHER  FOODS 
ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 


For  more  information  call  (800}  949-6101  x  12125 
Directions:  Take  1-75  (Alligator  Alley)  to  exit  49, 
then  drive  north  19  miles. 

www.seminoietribe.com/calendar 
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was  a  16  year  wait  for  this  day  to  come.” 

Under  the  agreement,  the  Tribe  will  incorporate 
a  payment  schedule,  paying  the  State  of  Florida  a  per¬ 
centage  of  their  gaming  revenue,  and  make  guarantees  of 
minimum  annual  payments.  This  is  subject  to  approval 
by  the  federal  government. 

The  Tribe  will  benefit  from  this  agreement 
because  the  state  will  not  allow  competing  casinos  from 
opening  anywhere  besides  Miami-Dade  and  Broward 
Counties. 

Other  agreements  in  the  deal  include:  provi¬ 
sions  for  smoke-free  gaming,  patrons  must  be  21  years 
and  older,  submittal  of  revenues  to  independent  annual 
financial  auditors,  maintaining  a  legal  process  for  com¬ 
pensating  patrons  for  injuries,  ensuring  consumer  protec¬ 
tion  through  compliance  standards  and  procedures  and  six 
no-limit  poker  tournaments  played  each  year,  with  70  per¬ 
cent  of  the  profits  designated  toward  charitable  organiza¬ 
tions. 
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Fifth  Grade  Citizenship 

Daniel  Nunez,  Brooke  Osceola, 
Delaney  Osceola. 
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Kindergarten  Effort 

Waylynn  Bennett,  Myron  Billie, 
Keira  French,  Malcolm  Jones,  Aliana 
Micco,  Sage  Motlow,  Madisyn  Osceola, 
Marcie  Osceola,  Rubie  Osceola,  Julia 
Smith,  Mallorie  Thomas,  Araya 
Youngblood. 

Kindergarten  Citizenship 

Jaylen  Baker,  Katie  Beck,  Laila 
Bennett,  Bevyn  Billie,  Santiago  Billie, 
Edward  Gaucin,  Alyssa  Gonzalez, 
Donovan  Harris,  Jacee  Jumper,  Ozzy 
Osceola,  Caillou  Smith,  Aleah  Turtle. 

Kindergarten  Improvement 

Jahbahn  Arnold,  Jayton  Baker, 
Dalence  Carrillo,  Hunter  Howard,  Tucker 
Johns,  Jason  Sampson,  Tanner  Shore, 
Dante  Thomas. 


First  Grade  Effort 

J-Wayco  Billie,  Andrew  Fish, 
Raeley  Matthews,  Aleina  Micco,  Kyle 
Palmisano,  Kano  Puente,  Gage  Riddle. 


First  Grade  Citizenship 

Blake  Baker,  Jarrett  Bert,  Keely 
Billie,  Alicia  Fudge,  Conner  Thomas, 
Aidan  Tommie. 

First  Grade  Improvement 

Alyke  Baker,  Krysta  Burton, 
Robert  Harris,  Lance  Howard,  Drake 
Lawrence,  Caroline  Micco,  Mariah  Smith, 
Luzana  Venzor,  Oscar  Yates. 

Second  Grade  Effort 

Sunni  Bearden,  Michael  Clark, 
Cheyenne  Fish,  Dyami  Nelson,  Layne 
Thomas,  Aiyana  Tommie. 

Second  Grade  Citizenship 

Ivess  Baker,  Elijah  Billie,  Jalynn 
Jones,  Morgan  King,  Cyrus  Smedley, 
Camryn  Thomas. 

Second  Grade  Improvement 

Chloe  Chalfant,  Dalton  Clark, 
Joseph  Osceola,  Brady  Rhodes,  Jenessa 
Smith,  Rylee  Smith. 

Third  Grade  Effort 

Bethany  Billie,  Drayton  Billie, 
Erik  Garcia,  Odessa  King,  Sean  Osceola, 
Lanie  Sedatol,  Trevor  Thomas. 

Third  Grade  Citizenship 

Erik  Garcia,  Rylee  Osceola, 
Diamond  Shore,  Crysten  Smith,  Jerry 
Smith,  Bailey  Tedders. 

Third  Grade  Bronze  Award  (3.0-3.4) 

Bethany  Billie,  Drayton  Billie, 
Peyton  Bowers,  Ruben  Burgess,  Robert 
Fudge,  Erik  Garcia,  Odessa  King,  Joshua 
Madrigal,  Crysten  Smith,  Diamond  Shore. 

Third  Grade  Silver  Award  (3.S-3.9) 

Rylee  Osceola,  Trevor  Thomas. 

Third  Grade  Gold  Award  (4.0) 

Sean  Osceola,  Jaden  Puente, 
Bailey  Tedders. 

Fourth  Grade  Effort 

Tamea  Allen,  Jaron  Johns, 
Brydgett  Koontz,  C.W.  Ortiz,  Imillakiyo 
Osceola,  Royce  Osceola,  Yopolakiyo 
Osceola,  Jaycee  Smith,  Richard  Smith. 

Fourth  Grade  Citizenship 

Tamea  Allen,  Tyra  Baker,  Thomas 
Bearden,  Jonathan  Boromei,  Kailin 
Brown,  Jaron  Johns,  Kalgary  Johns,  Lahna 
Sedatol,  Rayven  Smith,  Melany  Williams. 

Fourth  Grade  Bronze  Award  (3.0-3.4) 

Michael  Garcia,  Chastity 
Harmon,  Elizabeth  Johns,  Harley  Johns, 
Kalgary  Johns,  Keyana  Nelson,  Cheyenne 
Nunez,  Trista  Osceola. 

Fourth  Grade  Silver  Award  (3.5-3.9) 

Allison  Gopher,  Joshua 
Greenbaum,  Zeke  Matthews,  Donovan 
Osceola. 

Fourth  Grade  Gold  Award(Straight  A’s- 
4.0) 

Kailin  Brown,  Melany  Williams. 

Fifth  Grade  Effort 

Korvette  Billie,  J.T.  Smith, 
Jennifer  Tommie. 


Fifth  Grade  Bronze  Award  (3.0-3.4) 

Anthony  Johns,  Lindsey 
Sampson. 

Fifth  Grade  Silver  Award  (3.5-3.9) 

Braceton  King,  Brooke  Osceola, 
Layton  Thomas. 

Fifth  Grade  Gold  Award  (Straight  A’s- 
4.0) 

Daniel  Nunez. 


Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter 
School  Students  of  the  Week 

Students  Recognized  for  the  Weeks  of 
Oct  15-19 ,  Oct  22-26 

OCT  15-19 

Kindergarten:  Miss  Robinson’s  class: 

Alyssa  Gonzalez,  Mrs.  Webber’s 
class:  Bevyn  Billie;  1st  Grade:  Mrs. 

Davis’  class:  Oscar  Yates,  Mrs. 

Ringstaff’s  class:  Jarrett  Bert;  2nd 
Grade:  Mrs.  Ball’s  class:  Ivess  Baker, 

Mrs.  Hudson’s  class:  Dalton  Clark; 

3rd  Grade:  Mrs.  Clements’  class: 

Joshua  Madrigal,  Mrs.  Pryor’s  class: 

Trevor  Thomas;  4th  Grade:  Mrs. 

Tedders’  class:  Jaron  Johns,  Mrs. 

Williams’  class:  Rayven  Smith;  5th 
Grade:  Mrs.  Finney’s  class:  Layton 
Thomas;  Mr.  Tedders/Mrs. 

Hawthorne’s  class:  Logan  Ortiz. 


OCT  22-26 


Kindergarten:  Miss  Robinson’s 
class:  Tucker  Johns,  Mrs. 
Webber’s  class:  Caillou  Smith; 
1st  Grade:  Mrs.  Davis’  class: 
Alyke  Baker,  Mrs.  Ringstaff’s 
class:  Aidan  Tommie;  2nd 
Grade:  Mrs.  Ball’s  class:  Aiyana 
Tommie,  Mrs.  Hudson’s  class: 
Jenessa  Smith;  3rd  Grade:  Mrs. 
Clements’  class:  Lanie  Sedatol, 
Mrs.  Pryor’s  class:  Jaden 
Puente;  4th  Grade:  Mrs. 
Tedders’  class:  Zeke  Matthews, 
Mrs.  Williams’  class:  Rayven 
Smith;  5th  Grade:  Mrs.  Finney’s 
class:  Justice  Baker. 


Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School 

(L-R,  Bottom  Row)  Chloe  Chalfant,  Connor  Thomas,  Lanie  Sedatol,  Trevor 
Thomas,  Alyke  Baker,  Josh  Greenbaum,  Aiden  Tommie,  Brian  Bishop,  Aiyana 
Tommie,  Camryn  Thomas,  (L-R,  Top  Row)  Mrs.  Pryor,  Mrs.  Davis,  Jaron 
Johns,  Melany  Williams,  Josh  Madrigal,  Lahna  Sedatol,  Trista  Osceola,  Mrs. 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Brown. 


The  Parent,  Teacher,  Student 
Organization,  or  PTSO,  of  the  Pemayetv 
Emahakv  Charter  School  had  a  booth  at 
the  Brighton  Halloween  Carnival.  The 
group  would  like  to  thank  all  the  parents 
and  staff  who  volunteered  their  time  to 
work  at  our  booth.  The  PTSO  sold 
candy  and  Carmel  apples,  glow  neck¬ 
laces  and  had  the  hay  ride,  which  went 


to  the  haunted  Red  Bam. 

PTSO  agreed  all  fundraising 
monies  will  be  donated  to  charities.  The 
group  feels  they  have  been  so  fortunate 
at  Pemayetv  Emahakv  that  they  decided 
to  teach  the  children  to  give.  In  total,  the 
PTSO  raised  $935.75,  all  of  which  was 
donated  to  St.  Jude  Children’s  Research 
Hospital. 


FSU  Professor  Gives 
Lecture  on  Seminole  Tribe 


By  Robert  Zerbe 

TALLAHASSEE  —  On  Oct.  30, 
students  and  museum-goers  alike  turned  up 
for  a  lecture  on  the  Seminole  Tribe  by 
Andrew  Frank,  Florida  State  University 
assistant  professor  of  history.  The  lecture, 
delivered  at  the  Museum  of  Florida 
History,  coincided  with  the  kickoff  of  the 
museum’s  “Seminole  People  of  Florida: 
Survival  and  Success”  exhibit,  which 
opened  on  Nov.  15. 


Frank’s  lecture  was  followed  by 
another  at  the  opening.  He  will  also  hold 
lectures  on  Feb.  21  and  Apr.  17.  The  exhib¬ 
it  itself  runs  through  June  1,  2008. 

Frank’s  lecture  dealt  largely  with 
the  history  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  the 
Three  Seminole  Wars.  He  detailed  to  the 
listeners  a  series  of  wars  that  spanned  five 
decades,  battles  that  were  “devastating”  for 
the  Seminoles. 

“When  the  Third  Seminole  War 
ended  in  1858,  the  Seminoles  had  been 
pushed  from  North  and  Central  Florida,  to 
a  territory  that  Governor  William  Duval 


called  ‘God  forsaken  country,”’  Frank  said. 
“They  went  there  in  large  part  because 
they  knew  U.S.  soldiers  weren’t  dumb 
enough,  if  you  will,  to  follow  them.” 

Another  focal  point  of  Frank’s 
lecture  was  the  “Seminole  Renaissance.” 
The  term  refers  to  gaming  and  other  eco¬ 
nomic  ventures  and  how  they  play  a  part  in 
the  modem  Seminole  culture.  Frank  also 
said  that  the  media  and  other  outsiders 
wrongly  portray  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  use 
of  gaming  as  “the  ends, 
rather  than  the  means.” 

“What  I  want 
to  suggest  to  you  is  that 
casinos,  and  gaming, 
and  cattle  herds,  and  all 
these  modem  innova¬ 
tions,  and  tourism,  first 
and  foremost  has 
strengthened  Tribal 
self-governance  and 
self-reliance,”  Frank 
said. 

Frank 

explained  that  these 
activities  not  only  allow 
some  Seminoles  to 
escape  poverty,  but  it 
allows  them  to  do 
things  to  revitalize  their 
culture,  such  as  build¬ 
ing  the  Pemayetv 
Emahakv  Charter 
School  in  Brighton. 

Frank  has  taught  history  for  the 
past  1 1  years  at  schools  such  as  California 
State  University  at  Los  Angeles,  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  and  Florida 
Atlantic  University.  During  a  phone  inter¬ 
view  after  the  lecture,  Frank  had  good 
things  to  say  about  the  Seminole  lecture 
series. 

“From  my  perspective  it’s  great,” 
he  said.  “The  more  people  that  are  talking 
and  having  conversations  on  the  issue,  the 
better.” 

For  more  information  please  visit 
www.muserunoffloridahistory.com. 


Charter  School  Games ,  Tournaments  Promote  Teamwork 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Physical  Education 
Department  at  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter 
School  kicked  off  the  first  quarter  of  the  2007- 
2008  school  year  with  a  dodge  ball  tournament  on 
Oct.  19.  The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  graders,  and 
their  teachers,  met  at  the  Brighton  Gym  for  the 
tournament. 

The  single  elimination  tournament  con¬ 
sisted  of  teams  with  six  players,  and  required  at 
least  two  girls  per  team.  The  tournament  encour¬ 
aged  competitiveness  and  good  sportsmanship 
among  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  students. 

The  students  in  each  class  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  form  teams  and  come  up  with  creative 
team  names.  “Kids  made  up  creative  names  like 
the  Miami  Hurricanes,”  according  to  Michele 
Thomas,  school  administrative  assistant;  some 
other  teams  included:  the  Bench  Warmers,  Baby 
Phat  Ribs,  Hot  Tamales,  Brighton  Kids, 


Submitted  by  Pemayetv  Emahakv 

Michele  Thomas  -  staff  team  (Great  Balls  of  Fire) 


Submitted  by  Pemayetv  Emahakv 

Brooke  Osceola  -  5th  Grade  Student 


is  measured.  There  was  a  game  called  Running 
Man,  a  forearm  rope  winding  game,  in  which  fifth 
grader  Braceton  King  and  his  dad,  Gilbert,  won 
first  place. 

Other  first  place  contest  winners  included: 
fish  throw:  fifth  grader  J.T.  Smith  and  partner, 
James  Weiman;  wild  obstacle  course:  fourth  grader 
C.W.  Ortiz  and  partner,  Gilbert  King;  cup  stack: 
first  grader  Racley  Matthews  and  mother,  Pam 
Matthews;  basketball  challenge:  Andrew  Fish  and 
partner,  Tony  Osceola;  golf  challenge:  Drake 
Lawrence,  Oscar  Yates,  Andrew  Fish,  Rylee 
Osceola,  Marcie  Osceola  and  Ruby  Osceola. 

Each  team  had  40  minutes  to  compete  in 
Survivor  challenges.  The  goal  of  Survivor  Day  was 
to  help  create  family  togetherness  and  exercise. 
Each  team  also  created  their  own  team  T-shirts. 
Cheyenne  Nunez  won  the  Most  Creative  Team 
award  for  the  best  T-shirt  for  her  team,  the  Supa 
Stars. 


Terminators,  Brighton  Heat  and  Skinz. 

There  were  staff  and  faculty  teams  as 
well  —  the  Under  Dawgs,  Great  Balls  of  Fire, 
SWAT  and  SoWhat.  The  administrative  staff 
formed  a  team  and  competed  against  the  faculty 
team.  Then,  the  top  winning  student  team  went  up 
against  the  winning  staff  or  faculty  team. 

The  student  champions  were  the  Skinz. 

On  Oct.  26  the  Physical  Education 
Department  organized  the  Survivor  Day  contests 
for  each  physical  education  class  to  see  which 
class  would  become  the  ultimate  survivors.  During 
the  class,  students  had  to  have  a  partner  to  form  a 
team,  with  many  students  choosing  a  parent. 

Special  game  stations  were  set  up  as  chal¬ 
lenges  for  the  teams.  Scores  were  recorded  and  the 
overall  winners  in  each  event  received  a  certificate 
at  the  end  of  the  day. 

One  fun  event  was  the  Shoe  Kick,  in 
which  the  student  kicks  off  a  shoe  and  the  distance 


Submitted  by  Pemayetv  Emahakv 

Imillakiyo  Osceola  -  4th  Grade  Student 


❖  Gopher 

Continued  from  page  1 

Seminoles  and  Florida  State,  and  those  individuals 
who  continue  to  perpetuate  their  ideals. 

A  lifelong  proponent  of  traditional  Seminole 
Indian  culture  and  heritage,  Gopher  has  been  working 
to  ensure  more  Tribal  citizens  have  access  to  educa¬ 
tion  at  all  levels,  both  within  and  outside  of  the 
Seminole  Education  Department.  She 
herself  was  the  first  Seminole  woman  to 
earn  a  bachelor’s  degree,  and  spoke  no 
English  when  first  starting  school. 

Kyle  Doney  is  one  such  gradu¬ 
ate  who  benefited  from  the  programming 
at  the  reservation.  After  getting  his 
degree  at  FSU,  he  returned  to  the 
Brighton  Reservation  to  work  full  time. 

According  to  Doney:  “FSU  was 
my  second  home,  and  I  loved  it  while  I 
was  in  school.  The  relationship  FSU  has 
with  the  Seminole  Tribe  is  really  good 
. . .  [There  are]  no  cartoon  images  or  any¬ 
thing,  it’s  all  about  respect.” 

Doney  also  spoke  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  preserving  the  traditional  lan¬ 
guage  and  spirit  of  the  Seminole  people. 

It  is  because  of  the  efforts  of 
dedicated  educators  such  as  Gopher  that 
so  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  are  able  to  have  the 
preparation  they  need  to  he  able  to  pur¬ 
sue  higher  education.  Indeed,  Wetherell 
remarked  that  “she  is  a  champion  of 
education  of  all  members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  and  a  true  friend  and  staunch  supporter  of  this 
university.” 

All  of  the  pageantry  of  the  halftime  presenta¬ 
tion  was  hut  the  latest  in  an  active  schedule  of  events 
for  Gopher,  who  has  recently  been  busy  with  the 


opening  of  a  new  Charter  School  on  the  Brighton 
Seminole  Reservation.  Named  Pemayetv  Emahakv, 
which  means  “Our  Way,”  the  new  institution  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  preserve  the  Seminole  heritage  and  tradition  in 


spite  of  the  pressures  of  the  modem  homogenized 
world. 

Opening  its  doors  officially  this  fall  to  a  siz¬ 
able  new  class  of  students  considering  its  young  age, 
the  new  school  has  charged  itself  with  reinstalling  a 
sense  of  cultural  awareness  in  the  younger  generation 
of  Seminoles  by  focusing  not  just  on  regular  academ¬ 
ics,  but  also  on  language  skills  that  some  say  have 
been  on  the  decline  in  recent  years.  Both  Jennifer 


Chalfant  and  Alicia  Nunez,  this  year’s  Seminole 
Princess  and  Junior  Princess  respectively,  were  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  the  potential  of  the  charter  school. 

“We  were  in  danger  of  losing  a  lot  of  our  lan¬ 
guage  and  heritage,  but  I  think  it’s  going  to  be  better 
now  with  the  charter  school  teaching  people  from  a 
young  age,”  said  Chalfant. 

Both  Chalfant  and  Nunez,  who  start¬ 
ed  in  traditional  pageants  at  a  young  age,  are 
from  the  Brighton  Reservation.  The  two  said 
they  are  both  very  pleased  with  the  image  and 
portrayal  of  the  Seminoles  by  FSU. 

“It’s  represented  very  well,  and  it’s 
exciting  to  see  all  the  people  and  all  the  spir¬ 
it,”  said  Chalfant. 

President  Richard  Bowers  also  spoke 
of  the  importance  the  new  Charter  School  will 
play  in  the  future  of  the  Seminole  Tribe.  While 
remarking  that  the  erosion  of  the  traditional 
Seminole  culture  “has  been  occurring  for  the 
past  500  years,”  Bowers  went  on  to  express 
optimism  about  the  school’s  opening. 

“The  future  looks  bright  because  we 
have  the  ways  and  means  to  succeed,  and  the 
resources  and  focus  of  language  that  this 
school  will  bring  plays  a  big  part,”  Bowers 
added. 

It  is  large  events  such  as  the  FSU 
Homecoming  Game  and  Homecoming  Parade 
that  serve  to  remind  the  students,  faculty,  and 
members  of  the  community  of  the  rich  her¬ 
itage  FSU  possesses  thanks  to  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida,  and  to  highlight  those  indi¬ 
viduals  who  are  doing  all  they  can  to  keep  it  going. 
Gopher  herself  was  quite  modest  about  the  award,  and 
commented  that  “I  am  just  enjoying  all  the  festivities 
and  am  glad  to  be  here.” 


FSU  University  Relations 


Brighton  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith  and 
President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  applaud  as  Gopher  receives 
her  award. 


Postcards  From  The  Edge  Of  Seminole  Land 


Native 
iNBqok 


Leview 

Uy  Ramona  Kiyoshk 


card  shows  in  the  Southeast  or  having  them  shipped 
to  him  from  personal  contacts  around  the  United 
States. 

During  the  next  few  months  you  will  like¬ 
ly  see  Emmett  and  his  wife,  Louise,  who  will  be 
visiting  the  reservations  and  interviewing  elders, 
Tribal  officials,  and  other  Seminoles  to  gather 
information  about  his  extensive  Seminole  postcard 
collection. 

These  cards  are  visual  insights  into  various 
aspects  of  Seminola  life.  Names  are  being  put  to 
faces  where  possible  and  any  Tribal  member  is  wel¬ 
come  to  contribute  information  about  these  scenes. 

This  project,  which  has  the  approval  of  the 
President’s  office,  will  result  in  a  hook  that  contains 
what  the  Seminoles  have  to  say  about  their  way  of 
hfe,  their  customs,  and  their  history  that’s  portrayed 
in  these  postcards. 

Past  books  and  articles  about  Seminoles 
have  sometimes  been  composed  of  text  containing 
little  or  nothing  about  what  the  Seminoles  them¬ 
selves  have  to  say. 

In  Mr.  Snellings’  book,  most  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  will  come  from  the  Seminoles  —  not  non¬ 
native  commentary. 


[Editor  s  Note:  Ramona  Kiyoshk  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  and  member  of  the  Ojibway  First 
Nation  of  Walpole  Island,  Ontario.  The  opinions  she 
expresses  are  her  own.  She  can  be  reached  at 
satin.moccasins@gmail.  com.] 

Who  would  have  thought  that  a  postcard 
bought  for  a  few  cents  on  a  Florida  holiday  in  the 
1930s  would  become  a  powerful  monument  to  a 
people’s  past?  The  packrat  who  stashes  away  post¬ 
cards  and  letters  or  the  collector  who  spends  hours 
at  dusty  flea-markets 
going  through  old  photo¬ 
graphs  and  letters  might 
one  day  be  credited  with 
preserving  potent  mono¬ 
logues  from  history. 

Emmett  H.  L. 

Snellings  Jr.,  a  Sarasota, 

Fla.  writer  with  a  passion 
for  Native  American  his¬ 
tory,  Seminole  culture  in 
particular,  is  a  postcard 
aficionado.  His  collection 
of  Seminole  postcards 
includes  some  entries  that 
are  more  than  100  years 
old.  Snellings’  wife, 

Louise,  grew  up  with  a 
love  and  fascination  for 
Native  American  lore,  and 
was  a  close  personal 
friend  of  the  Seminole 
people.  This  unique  book 
is  dedicated  to  the  late 
Louise  Snellings. 

Postcards  and 
personal  interviews  with 
members  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  who  share  their 
memories,  make  for  a  fas¬ 
cinating  journey  through  a 
tumultuous  epoch,  tracing 
the  stages  of  a  people 
from  innocents  in  The 
Garden  to  the  most 
sophisticated  entrepre¬ 
neurs  in  the  world.  Each 
one  of  the  18  chapters  is 
dedicated  to  an  aspect  of 
Seminole  life. 

Rich  in  detail, 
and  warmly  echoing  the  voices  of  elders  and  other 
Tribal  members,  Seminole  Views  provides  a  quick 
reference  on  history,  economics,  religious  customs, 
medicine,  art,  fashions,  traditional  food,  ceremonies, 
child-rearing,  tourism,  legends,  life-ways  in  the 
Everglades,  but  mostly  it  documents  change. 

The  postcards,  photos,  essays  and  inter¬ 
views  trace  the  roots  of  the  Seminole  nation,  from 
prehistory  to  their  encounter  with  murderous  white 
settlers  and  subsequent  wars  to  the  death  for  sur¬ 
vival.  The  tone  is  sympathetic  and  respectful. 

Idyllic  aspects  of  earlier  Seminole  life 
include  long  days  of  poling  cypress  canoes  through 


the  crystal  waters  of  the  ‘glades,  hunting  plumes 
and  hides  to  trade  and  celebrating  the  sacred  Green 
Com  Dance.  Elders  were  honored,  children  treas¬ 
ured,  family  was  sacred  and  life  was  good.  The 
changes  came  hard  and  fast  with  unstoppable  urban 
sprawl. 

The  chapter  on  transportation  discusses  the 
draining  of  the  Everglades.  This  would  prove  nearly 
as  devastating  to  the  culture  as  the  40  years  of  con¬ 
flict  in  the  preceding  century.  Cultural  sicknesses 

would  include  alcoholism, 
as  the  men,  once  proud 
hunters  and  providers, 
were  forced  into  idleness 
by  their  disappearing  way 
of  life. 

Christianity 

would  displace  the  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs.  Many  of  the 
famihes  would  become 
permanent  fixtures  in 
amusement  parks.  While 
this  did  much  to  preserve 
the  culture  and  educate  the 
pubhc,  it  was  a  shameful 
substitute  for  the  chickee 
camps  in  the  freedom  of 
the  Everglades. 

Strong  matriar¬ 
chal  leaders  took  the  reins. 
The  likes  of  medicine 
woman  Annie  Tommie 
and  educator  Betty  Mae 
Jumper  would  lead  then- 
people  along  the  treacher¬ 
ous  and  difficult  road  from 
desperation  to  prosperity. 
Ever  enterprising  and 
determined,  the  spirit  of 
the  people  would  not  be 
squelched. 

Cattle  and  citrus 
became  new  livelihoods. 
Gaming  would  he  added 
to  the  Seminole  business 
ventures.  Today  the 
Seminole  excel  in  sports, 
the  arts,  technology  and 
their  youngsters  are  taking 
advantage  of  educational 
opportunities. 

One  remarkable  thing  about  this  journey  is 
that  it  can  he  told  through  old  postcards,  bought  as 
souvenirs.  The  Seminole  subjects  are  depicted  in 
fashions  of  the  day,  living  in  the  camps  of  the  time 
and  carrying  out  daily  routines.  The  collection  is  a 
treasure  that  we  are  fortunate  to  share. 

Another  remarkable  thing  is  that  the 
Seminoles  allow  their  voices  to  be  heard,  their 
words  to  be  recorded.  This  act  of  trust  says  much 
for  Snellings,  as  a  writer  and  a  friend. 

I  hope  wordsmith  Snellings  is  still  collect¬ 
ing  postcards  —  for  the  next  generation. 


Title:  Seminole  Views 

Subtitle:  A  Postcard  Panorama  of  America’s 
Only  Unconquered  Tribe 
Author:  Emmett  H.  L.  Snellings  Jr. 
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Hardcover  with  jacket;  Coffee-table  style, 
glossy,  full-color 
Price:  $49 

Publisher:  Rainbow  Books,  Inc.,  Highland  City, 
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[Editor ’s  Note:  This  is  a  re-print  of  the  article  and 
photos  that  appeared  in  the  Oct.  9,  1998  issue  of 
The  Seminole  Tribune,  when  writer  Emmett 
Snellings  Jr.  began  work  on  his  now-completed 
book.  ] 

Writer  Emmett  Snellings  Jr.,  with  the  coop¬ 
eration  of  the  President’s  office,  is  work¬ 
ing  on  a  book  tentatively  titled,  Florida  s 
Seminoles:  A  Postcard  History.  Snellings  has  over 
300  postcards  capturing  almost  all  phases  of  20th 
century  Seminole  life. 

“The  earliest  I  have  is  1903,”  said  Mr. 
Snelhngs.  “I’d  like  to  try  to  find  out  as  much  infor¬ 
mation  as  possible  about  each  of  the  cards.  That’s 
why  I  need  the  help  of  the  elder  Tribal  members. 

“I  want  to  fill  in  the  blanks  that  exist  about 
a  lot  of  these  cards.  These  cards  are  a  slice  of  histo¬ 
ry  that  I’m  trying  to  fill  in.” 

Collecting  the  Seminole  postcards,  which 
are  very  hard  to  obtain,  started  out  as  a  hobby. 
Initially,  Snellings  began  collecting  antique  Florida 
postcards  until  he  noticed  the  unique  Seminole 
postcards.  He  now  acquires  them  by  attending  post- 
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Defining  Domestic  Violence 

Submitted  by  SPD  them,  threatening  to  harm  the  victim,  children,  fam- 


Domestic  violence  is  more  than  just  a 
“family  problem”  —  it’s  a  crime.  The  Seminole 
Police  Department  recognizes  that  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  is  a  major  problem  on  Tribal  lands,  surround¬ 
ing  jurisdictions  and  throughout  the  U.S.  Each  year, 
more  than  two  million  women  are  victims  of 
domestic  violence,  and  one  million  children  are 
physically  abused. 

In  Florida,  it’s  a  crime  for  any  person  to 
threaten,  assault,  beat,  sexually  assault  or  harm 
another  person,  even  if  they  are  married.  Battering 
is  not  exclusively  a  crime  against  women,  but  they 
are  the  majority  affected.  One  of  every  two  famihes 
in  the  U.S.  is  involved  in  domestic  violence  at  some 
time.  Domestic  violence  is  a  repetitive  pattern  in 
people’s  lives.  Victims  or  witnesses  of  domestic 
violence  in  childhood  are  most  likely  to  repeat  such 
behavior  as  adults. 

Domestic  violence  can  take  many  different 
forms,  but  its  goal  is  always  the  same;  batterers 
want  total  power  and  control  over  their  partners. 
They  do  this  by  regularly  abusing  them  physically, 
emotionally  and  psychologically.  Abusers  are  very 
much  in  control  —  they  hit  when  they  want  to  and 
stop  when  they  are  ready. 

Here  are  some  types  of  physical  abuse: 

Physical  Abuse:  Slapping,  kicking,  push¬ 
ing,  hitting,  choking  and  punching. 

Verbal  Abuse:  Constant  criticism,  name 
calling,  shouting,  making  humiliating  remarks  and 
mocking. 

Isolation:  Not  allowing  the  victim  to  see 
friends  and  relatives,  monitoring  phone  calls,  con¬ 
trolling  where  the  victim  goes,  taking  victim’s  keys 
and/or  locking  the  victim  out  of  the  house. 

Intimidation/Threats:  Making  the  victim 
feel  guilty,  pushing  the  victim  into  decisions, 
Manipulating  the  victim  and  other  family  members, 
always  insisting  on  being  right,  making  up  impossi¬ 
ble  “rules”  and  punishing  the  victim  for  breaking 


ily  members  and  pets,  keeping  weapons  and  threat¬ 
ening  to  use  them,  following  or  stalking,  humiliat¬ 
ing  the  victim  in  public,  constantly  checking  up  on 
the  victim’s  whereabouts  and/or  extreme  jealousy 
and  possessiveness. 

Domestic  violence  cannot  be  tolerated.  Too 
many  women  are  beaten.  Too  many  children  are 
being  abused.  Too  many  homes  are  battle  grounds. 
There  is  a  way  out. 

If  you  are  a  victim  of  domestic  violence, 
female  or  male,  adult  or  child,  now  is  the  time  to 
think  about  your  safety.  Calling  the  police,  telling  a 
friend  or  family  member,  or  making  contact  with  a 
shelter  is  the  first  step.  Please  don’t  wait  until  it  is 
too  late. 

Many  studies  have  shown  that  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  cycle  of  violence  only  worsens  over  time. 
Hotlines  and  shelters  are  there  to  be  used  and  coun¬ 
seling  is  available.  It’s  as  close  as  a  phone  call  and 
it’s  free. 

Please  call  or  visit  the  Seminole  Police 
Department  nearest  you  in  the  event  of  domestic 
violence.  The  main  number  for  Hollywood 
Seminole  Pohce  Department  is  (954)  967-8900.  By 
calling  this  number  the  operator  can  transfer  the 
caller  to  the  closest  Seminole  Police  Station  or  send 
immediate  assistance. 

In  addition,  the  organization  Women  in 
Distress  provides  information,  a  safe  shelter,  crisis 
intervention,  education  and  advocacy  services. 
Contact  them  at  (954)  761-1113  or  womenindis- 
tress.org. 

The  Family  Services  Department  also  pro¬ 
vides  services  for  those  affected  by  domestic  vio¬ 
lence.  They  can  he  contacted  during  regular  busi¬ 
ness  homs  at  any  of  the  Seminole  reservations. 

After  hours  and  on  weekends  you  may  call  the  near¬ 
est  Seminole  Police  Department  who  will  in  turn  be 
able  to  connect  you  with  a  member  from  Family 
Services. 
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Ask  The  Counsel 


*1-1-  MttiLU  Hr^h  Ciuhwfi-j 

Dear  Counselor: 

My  wife  is  angry  at  me  because  she  wants 
me  to  do  more  around  the  house.  I  believe  my  40 
hours  at  work  is  enough.  I  believe  house  work  is  a 
woman’s  responsibility.  I  believe  a  man’s  home  is 
his  castle  and  that  makes  him  a  King.  Kings  do  not 
do  house  work,  they  rule.  I  know  as  a  counselor  you 
are  going  to  disagree,  but  I  promised  my  wife  that  I 
would  write  and  get  your  opinion. 

Signed: 

The  King. 

Dear  King: 

I  see  from  your  letter  that  all  clowns  are 
not  in  the  circus.  It  does  not  matter  if  you ’ve  been 
married  to  your  wife  for  six  months  or  six  years, 
she  still  needs  to  be  reminded  that  you  appreciate 
her. 

Most  women  feel  overwhelmed,  overbur¬ 
dened  and  unappreciated.  Many  times  resentment 
doesn ’t  come  from  their  workload  or  responsibility, 
but  from  feeling  as  if  they’re  not  valued  or  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  man  in  their  lives. 

You  can  show  your  love  and  appreciation 


by  preparing  her  din¬ 
ner.  If  you  happen  to 
be  a  little  lacking  in  the 
kitchen,  have  her 
favorite  restaurant 

cater.  Give  her  a  facial  and  foot  massage. 
Rejuvenate  her  weary  eyes  with  the  sight  of  a 
sparkling  clean  house.  Give  her  a  thank  you  gift. 
Purchase  a  romantic  card  and  hide  it  somewhere 
in  the  house  and  /or  find  a  term  of  endearment 
that  only  you  know  and  call  her  when  the  time  is 
right. 

Showing  the  woman  in  your  life  that  she’s 
loved,  honored  and  appreciated  has  its  just  reward. 
Not  only  will  she  experience  the  unconditional 
love  and  happiness  that  only  you  can  give,  she  will 
return  the  favor  and  make  you  feel  like  a  king. 

King,  here  are  words  of  wisdom  from  the 
Counselor  -  The  measure  of  a  HUSBAND  IS  NOT 
WHO  THEY  ARE  WHEN  COMPANY’S 
AROUND,  BUT  RATHER  WHO  THEY  ARE 
MONDAY  THROUGH  SATURDAY. 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 
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Hand  Car  Wash  Rates 
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Contact  our  omea  at 

95A.887.73r 

OpHii  flours:  Monday  -  Sunday  B;30a  m  tLOOpm 
Location:  3fl)3  Kortti  Statu  RD 1  Hollywood .  FI  33021 
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Let’s  Talk  About  Asthma 


By  Carter  Elbon,  Environmental  Health  Assistant 
Program  Manager 

Asthma  or  other  difficulty  in  breathing  condi¬ 
tions  may  be  an  indicator  to  an  indoor  air  quality 
problem  in  a  home  and  or  office. 

According  to  the  Office  of  Healthy  Homes, 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development,  more  than  20  million  people  in  the 
country  suffer  from  asthma,  and  of  those,  6.3  million 
are  children  under  the  age  of  18.  There  are  75  percent 
more  cases  of  asthma  in  1994  than  in  1980.  And  asth¬ 
ma  is  the  third  leading  cause  of  hospitalization  in  the 
U.S. 

Now  what  exactly  is  asthma?  Basically,  it’s  a 
lung  disease.  It  causes  people  to  wheeze,  cough,  he 
short  of  breath  and  sometimes  even  die.  People  with 
asthma  can  suffer  from  frequent  periods  of  difficult 
breathing  called  asthma  attacks.  Dining  an  attack,  the 
airways  swell,  the  muscles  around  them  tighten  and 
the  airways  produce  a  thick  yellow  mucous. 

Asthma  is  not  contagious,  hut  it  does  run  in 
families,  so  if  parents  have  asthma,  their  children  are 
more  likely  to  have  it,  too.  Children,  particularly  those 
living  in  urban  areas  and  crowded  or  unclean  condi¬ 
tions  are  especially  at  risk  for  developing  asthma. 

Each  person  is  different,  but  many  things 
called  asthma  triggers  can  cause  asthma  attacks.  These 
can  be  found  both  outdoors  and  indoors  and  include: 
cold  weather,  pollen,  exercise,  stress,  dust  and  dust 
mites,  cockroaches  and  their  cast  skins,  mold,  pet  dan¬ 
der  (skin  flakes),  rodents  and  rodent  droppings,  tobac¬ 
co  smoke  and  perfumes  and  air  fresheners. 

The  next  question  is  what  can  we  do  about  it? 


Because  there  is  no  cure  for  asthma,  it  important  to 
know  how  to  control  the  triggers  and  this  can  prevent 
the  attacks. 

There  are  three  major  categories  of  preven¬ 
tion: 

Keep  a  clean  home:  Make  sure  that  your 
home  is  free  of  dust,  mold,  smoke,  and  other  potential 
triggers;  vacuum  often  using  a  cleaner  that  has  a  High 
Efficiency  Particle  Air,  or  HEPA,  filters  because  they 
remove  dust  best;  keep  foods  stored  in  tightly  sealed 
containers  to  avoid  attracting  cockroaches,  ants  and 
other  vermin;  clear  crumbs,  drips,  spills  and  dirty 
dishes  immediately;  and  identify  and  quickly  fix  water 
leaks  in  your  home. 

Keep  people  with  asthma  away  from  dust, 
dust  mites,  and  smoke:  Use  zippered,  allergen  resistant 
mattress  and  pillow  covers  to  keep  dust  mites  out  of 
sleeping  spaces;  keep  pets  outdoors  or  away  from 
sleeping  areas  and  clear  hairs  from  carpet  and  furni¬ 
ture;  quit  smoking,  or  smoke  only  outside  your  home 
and  car.  Always  keep  tobacco  smoke  away  from  chil¬ 
dren;  and  change  bed  sheets  often. 

Get  medical  advice  and  follow  the  doctor’s 
instructions:  Get  medical  attention  for  breathing  prob¬ 
lems;  get  emergency  medical  care  for  bad  attacks  of 
shortness  of  breath  or  wheezing;  take  all  prescribed 
medication,  either  to  prevent  attacks  or  to  lessen  the 
symptoms;  and  find  out  what  allergies  you  have  so 
you  can  avoid  these  potential  asthma  triggers. 

For  more  information  regarding  asthma  and 
indoor  air  qualify,  please  call  the  Health  Department  at 
(954)  962-2009;  and  ask  for  Carter  Elbon  in 
Environmental  Health. 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor 's  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  Can  eating  oatmeal  really  lower  your 
cholesterol  or  are  the  cereal  companies  selling  us  a 
story? 

A:  The  short  answer  is  yes,  oatmeal  can 
lower  your  cholesterol.  Now  for  the  long  answer. 

There  are  two  types  of  fiber,  soluble  and 
insoluble.  Soluble  fiber  is  acted  upon  by  the  normal 
bacteria  in  your  intestines.  Insoluble  fiber  is  not 
digested  by  the  body  and  promotes  regularity  and 
softens  stools.  Wheat  bran,  whole  grain  products 
and  vegetables  are  good  sources  of  insoluble  fiber. 

Soluble  fiber  appears  to  reduce  your 
body’s  absorption  of  cholesterol  from  the  intestines. 

Oatmeal  contains  soluble  fiber  that  reduces 
your  low-density  lipoprotein  (LDL),  the  “bad”  cho¬ 
lesterol  that  can  increase  your  risk  of  heart  attacks 
and  strokes.  This  type  of  fiber  is  also  found  in  such 
foods  as  kidney  beans,  Brussels  sprouts,  apples, 
pears,  barley  and  prunes. 

The  American  Dietetic  Association  recom¬ 
mends  a  healthy  diet  include  25  to  35  grams  of  fiber 
a  day,  including  both  soluble  and  insoluble  fiber. 
(Soluble  fiber  should  make  up  5  to  10  grams  of 
your  fiber  intake.)  However,  Americans  only  con¬ 
sume  about  half  that  amount. 

There  are  other  foods  that  work  against 
cholesterol. 

Soy  protein,  found  in  such  products  as 
tofu,  soy  nuts,  soy  milk  and  soy  burgers,  can  help 
lower  blood  levels  of  LDL  cholesterol,  particularly 
when  it’s  substituted  for  animal  protein.  Ingesting 
25-50  grams  of  soy  protein  a  day  lowers  LDL  cho¬ 
lesterol  by  four  to  eight  percent.  That’s  a  lot  of  soy! 
People  with  the  highest  cholesterol  levels  seem  to 
benefit  the  most  from  soy  protein. 

Women  with  breast  cancer  or  who  are  at 


high  risk  of  breast 
cancer  should  consult 
with  their  doctors  before  eating 
soy  because  it  is  not  clear  how  these  plant  estrogens 
might  affect  them. 

Studies  have  shown  that  walnuts  can  sig¬ 
nificantly  reduce  cholesterol  levels  in  the  blood. 
Rich  in  polyunsaturated  fatty  acids,  walnuts  may 
also  help  keep  blood  vessels  more  healthy  and  elas¬ 
tic. 

When  walnuts  represent  20  percent  of  the 
calories  in  a  cholesterol-lowering  diet,  they  reduce 
LDL  cholesterol  by  12  percent.  Almonds  appear  to 
have  a  similar  effect.  All  nuts  are  high  in  calories, 
so  use  them  as  replacements  for  high-calorie  foods 
with  high  levels  of  saturated  fats. 

Omega-3  fatty  acids  in  fish  are  noted  for 
lowering  triglycerides,  another  form  of  fat  in  your 
blood.  They  also  benefit  the  heart  in  other  ways. 

The  highest  levels  of  omega-3  fatty  acids  are  in 
mackerel,  lake  trout,  herring,  sardines,  albacore 
tuna  and  salmon.  Other  good  sources  of  omega-3 
fatty  acids  include  flaxseed,  walnuts,  canola  oil  and 
soybean  oil. 

Some  foods  are  fortified  with  plant  sub¬ 
stances  called  sterols,  or  stanols,  which  are  similar 
in  structure  to  cholesterol;  this  helps  them  block  the 
absorption  of  cholesterol  in  the  intestines. 
Margarines  and  orange  juice  that  have  been  fortified 
with  plant  sterols  can  help  reduce  LDL  cholesterol 
by  more  than  10  percent. 

The  American  Heart  Association  recom¬ 
mends  foods  fortified  with  plant  sterols  only  for 
people  with  high  levels  of  LDL  cholesterol. 

You  may  want  to  try  eating  more  soluble 
fiber,  soy  protein,  walnuts  and  fatty  fish.  The  next 
step  would  be  the  addition  of  foods  fortified  with 
plant  sterols.  Eating  a  combination  of  these  choles¬ 
terol-lowering  foods  increases  the  benefit. 

Of  course,  if  you’re  a  senior  and  you  plan 
to  make  a  change  in  your  habits  that  could  affect 
your  health,  it  is  recommended  that  you  consult 
your  physician  first. 


Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 

Chiropractic  Physician 
Successfully  Treating.. 

*  neck  Pain 

*  Lower  Back  Pain 

’  Headaches 

•  Leg  &  Arm  Pain  % 

*  Joint  Pain 

*  Muscle  Pain 
•Auto  Accident  Pain 

we  accepl  your  insurance  pian,  FPO's. 
F05.  Medicare,  Auto  Insurance, 


Dr.  Rush  Can  help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10S30  Pines  Blvd+  *  Pembroke  Pines 
(954)  432-5006 
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Tribal  Youth  Celebrate  Red  Ribbon  Week  with  Daily  Activities 
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SPD  Chief  Charlie  Tiger  stands  on  a  T3Motion  machine  leading  pre-schoolers  and  staff  members  on  a 
Red-Ribbon  community  walk. 

SPD  Attends  Red  Ribbon  Community  Walk 

Submitted  by  SPD  At  the  walk,  the  police  department  intro- 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Oct.  29,  the  duced  and  showcased  a  T3  Motion  Series  Electric 

Seminole  Police  Department  (SPD)  participated  in  Mobility  Vehicle,  a  three  wheel  vehicle  the  depart- 
the  annual  Red  Ribbon  Week  community  walk  on  ment  is  testing  for  possible  purchase.  The  T3 
the  Hollywood  Reservation.  Motion  Series  would  provide  enhanced  visibility  of 

Red  Ribbon  Week  is  the  oldest  and  largest  the  neighborhood  police  officer  which  would  allow 
chug  prevention  campaign  in  the 
country.  It  serves  as  a  vehicle  for 
communities  and  individuals  to  take  a 
stand  for  the  hopes  and  dreams  of 
their  children  through  a  commitment 
to  drug  prevention  and  education.  Red 
Ribbon  Week  also  promotes  a  person¬ 
al  commitment  to  live  drug  free  lives 
with  the  ultimate  goal  being  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  drug  free  America. 

SPD  is  committed  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  each  Tribal  community.  The 
department  is  happy  to  play  a  leader¬ 
ship  role  in  chug  abuse  resistance  edu¬ 
cation  and  other  valuable  educational 
opportunities  offered  to  Tribal  youth. 

Chief  Charlie  Tiger  and  sev¬ 
eral  members  of  the  police  department 
accompanied  SPD  mascot  McGruff 


COMMERCIAL^  RESIDENTIAL 


Felix  DoBosz 

Young  children  show  their  Martial  Arts  skills  during  Youth 
Red  Ribbon  Talent  show. 


wall  while  others  enjoyed  the  sponge  throw 
event,  in  which  one  person  threw  a  sponge 
over  a  seven  foot  sheet  wall  and  tried  to 
land  it  in  a  bucket  on  another  kid’s  head  on 
the  other  side. 

The  following  day,  Oct.  25,  was  a 
little  different  at  the  Boys  &  Girls  Club. 

The  kids  of  all  ages  got  to  decorate  the  out¬ 
side  of  a  potted  plant  to  be  given  to  the  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  the  following  day.  The  plant 
symbolized  each  child’s  commitment  to 
remain  drug  free. 

The  Youth  Performance  Night  & 

Dinner  was  held  the  evening  of  Oct.  25  at 
the  Hollywood  Tribal  Auditorium.  Family 
Services’  Eric  Bricker,  addictions  program 
administrator,  did  a  tremendous  job  as 
emcee.  He  introduced  all  the  talented 
youngsters  and  kept  things  moving  along 
smoothly  while  keeping  a  light  banter  with 
the  audience. 

Tribal  President  Richard  Bowers 
was  very  happy  to  welcome  all  the  parents 
and  children  to  the  evening’s  festivities.  President 
Bowers  discussed  the  importance  of  growing  up  drug 
free.  The  night’s  entertainment,  however,  came  from 
some  of  the  preschoolers,  who  sang  songs  in 
Mikasuki. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Young  Mariah  Bowers  age  8  smiles  holding  her 
newly  decorated  flower  pot  for  the  Seniors. 


Bennett  then  spoke  to  the  audience  about  the 
meaning  and  history  of  Red  Ribbon  Week.  Award  cer¬ 
tificates  were  handed  out  to  the  students  who  attended 
and  participated  in  the  week’s  activities.  She  thanked 
all  the  departments  that  provided  support  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  making  this  event  a  big  success,  especially 
Hollywood  Board  Rep.  Gloria  Wilson’s  office  for  pro¬ 
viding  all  T-shirts  with  the  “Look  at  Me  I’m  Drug 
Free”  slogan. 

A  kung-fu  demonstration  was  next.  The  mar¬ 
tial  artists  performed  routines  exhibiting  their  skills  to 
the  delight  of  the  audience.  Bricker  then  introduced 
Deila  Haijo,  who  sang  a  solo  rendition  of  “Nobody’s 
Perfect”  from  the  Hannah  Montana  2:  Meet  Miley 
Cyrus  album.  She  then  joined  Isabel  Tucker  for  a  duet 
of  the  Avril  Levigne  song  “Sk8er  Boi.” 

The  final  act  of  the  evening’s  performances 
was  from  Gordon  Oliver  Wareham,  who  dressed  in 
traditional  Seminole  regalia.  He  told 
an  old  Seminole  legend  and  then 
played  a  time  on  his  wooden  flute, 
mesmerizing  the  audience. 

The  Preschoolers’  Red 
Ribbon  Walk,  originally  scheduled  for 
Oct.  26,  had  to  be  postponed  due  to 
inclement  weather.  It  was  rescheduled 
for  Oct.  29,  which  was  actually  a 
blessing  in  disguise  according  to 
Preschool  Director  Leona  Tommie- 
Williams,  who  said  there  was  a  bigger 
turn  out  on  the  29th  than  there  would 
have  been  on  Oct.  26. 

The  preschoolers  and  chaper¬ 
ones,  both  dressed  in  red  shirts,  joined 
anti-drug  icon  McGruff  the  Crime  Dog 
for  a  brief  walk  around  the  Hollywood 
Reservation.  The  route  began  at  the 
Preschool,  went  north  around  the 


Felix  DoBosz 

Gordon  “Ollie”  Wareham  enchants  the  audience 
with  his  mesmerizing  native  flute  tunes  and  folk 
story. 


The  walk  was  led  by  SPD  Chief  Charlie 
Tiger,  who  stopped  at  times  to  look  out  for  the  little 
ones.  Other  members  of  SPD  blocked  traffic  so  the 
preschoolers  and  their  chaperones  could  march  with¬ 
out  any  traffic  hazards. 


block  to  64th  Ave.,  ending  up  back  at 
the  Preschool. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Pre-schoolers  sit  down  holding  banner  at  the  senior  center  and 
deliver  the  message  “We  Plant  our  Promise  to  live  Drug  Free.” 
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By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Each  year  for  the  past  22 
years,  Red  Ribbon  Week  has  been  celebrated  in  com¬ 
munities  and  schools  throughout  the  U.S.,  to  become 
the  largest  and  oldest  drug  prevention  campaign  in  the 
country.  The  ultimate  goal  of  the  campaign  is  the  cre¬ 
ation  and  preservation  of  a  drug  free  community  all 
across  the  country. 

On  Oct.  22-29  the  Seminole  Tribe’s 
Hollywood  Reservation  commemorated  Red  Ribbon 
Week  with  several  fun  activities. 

On  the  first  day,  Oct.  22,  the  Boys  &  Girls 
Club  members  had  fun  making  colorful  posters  with 
anti-drug  messages  to  go  on  Red  Ribbon  T-shirts. 
Family  Services’  Department  Intervention  Specialist 
Julie  Bennett  emceed  the  event. 

On  the  second  day,  Oct.  23,  the  kids  watched 
a  video  called  Natural  High,  which  highlighted  the 
accomplishments  of  several  young  star  athletes  who 
succeeded  without  using  drugs.  Bennett  held  a  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session  with  the  kids  explaining  some 
of  the  dangers  of  drugs.  The  kids  also  enjoyed  a 
chance  to  make  their  very  own  pizza  in  a  quesadilla 
maker. 

On  the  third  day  of  Red  Ribbon  Week,  Oct. 
24,  the  kids  got  to  go  out  and  enjoy  some  supervised 
field  activities.  Some  of  the  games  they  played  includ¬ 
ed  a  modified  program  called  Natural  High  Fear 
Factor  —  modeled  after  the  popular  NBC  show  of  the 
same  name.  Some  kids  tried  climbing  the  25-foot  rock 
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the  Crime  Dog  —  AKA  Hollywood’s 
own  Crime  Prevention  Officer 
Michele  Daza  —  in  the  annual  Red 


McGruff  waves  to  the  kids. 


Ribbon  Week  community  walk.  It 
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began  at  the  Preschool  and  continued  north  around 
the  block,  ending  back  at  the  Preschool.  Several 
community  members  and  their  children  walked 
alongside  SPD  officers  and  employees  for  this 
worthwhile  cause. 


them  be  more  accessible  and  approachable  to  Tribal 
citizens. 

A  decision  will  be  made  on  the  purchase  of 
the  T-3  Motion  Series  after  additional  testing  and 
community  comments  have  been  received. 
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Red  Ribbon  Week  at  Brighton 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  After  it  was  all  over,  the 
organizers  of  the  busy  Red  Ribbon  Week  at  Brighton 
came  up  for  air  and  had  a  chance  to  sum  up  the 
results. 

“The  participa¬ 
tion  was  great  and  we  had 
lots  of  support,”  said  Jodi 
Clay  King,  Community 
Liaison  for  Family 
Services,  of  the  weeklong 
Red  Ribbon  events. 

The  full  week  of 
activities  depended  upon 
participation  by  most  of 
the  Tribal  departments, 
especially  the  Recreation 
Department  and  the 
Brighton  Council  Office, 

Seminole  Police 
Department  (SPD), 

Seminole  Fire  Rescue  and 
many  others  volunteering 
to  make  it  a  terrific  week. 


Brighton  Red  Ribbon 
Week  Contest  Results 

Best  Decorated  Door:  1.  SPD,  2.  Fire 
Rescue,  3.  Cattle  &  Land,  4.  Treasurer’s  Office, 

5.  Council’s  Office. 

T-Shirt:  Ages  18-29:  1.  Jenny  Tuberville, 
2.  Nicki  Osceola,  3.  Suraiya  Smith,  4.  Amanda 
Smith,  5.  Clarissa  Randolph;  Ages  30-39:  1. 
Elizabeth  Martinez,  2.  Jo  “Boogie”  Jumper,  3. 
Jolene  Burton,  4.  Rita  McCabe,  5.  Edna  Tommie; 
Ages  40-49:  1.  Joyce  Piz,  2.  Salina  Dorgan,  3. 
Robin  Hayes,  4.  Jennifer  Fish,  5.  Danny  Harmon; 
Ages  50-59:  No  entries;  Ages  60  and  Older:  1. 
Josephine  Villa. 


red  ribbons  on  phone  poles,  street  signs  and  mailboxes 
along  the  way. 

The  Brighton  preschoolers  were  gathered 
with  their  teachers  and  aides  on  one  comer  where  they 
sat  in  the  shade  waiting  for  the  parade.  The  tiny  tots 
were  showered  with  red 
ribbons,  balloons  and 
treats  when  the  paraders 
marched  past. 

An  hour  later,  an 
emotional  and  reverent 
Remembrance  Ceremony 
took  place  at  the  newly- 
planted  laurel  oak  tree 
beside  the  Brighton  Field 
Office.  After  a  prayerful 
moment  of  silence,  those 
participating  took  turns 
placing  paper  stars  on  tree 
branches.  Each  star  had 
the  name  of  a  relative  or 
friend  written  on  it  who 
was  lost  from  the  effects 
of  alcohol  and  chugs. 

“The  signifi- 


CCE  float  in  the  Red  Ribbon  Week  parade. 


cance  of  the  tree  is  for  it 
to  grow  and  become  a  tradition  and 
every  year  we  will  do  something 
different  here  in  memory  of  those 
we  love  who  died  from  chugs  and 
alcohol,”  said  King,  Brighton’s  Red 
Ribbon  Week  Coordinator. 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremo¬ 
ny,  King  announced  that  the  tree  can 
be  a  special  place  for  anyone  who 
wishes  to  remember  a  loved  one 
who  passed  away  from  the  effects  of 
drugs  and  alcohol.  She  told  atten¬ 
dees  that  they  may  place  a  star  on 
the  tree  at  any  time,  not  just  during 
Red  Ribbon  Week. 

At  noon,  the  community 
gathered  under  the  shade  trees  by 
the  gym  and  ate  a  delicious  catered 
lunch. 

The  featured  speaker  was 
the  dynamic  Thomas  “Hollywood” 
Henderson,  a  linebacker  for  the 
Dallas  Cowboys  from  1975-79.  In 
these  years  Hollywood  earned  this 


“I  think  the  Red 
Ribbon  Week  was  a  very  pos¬ 
itive  experience  for  the  com¬ 
munity  and  the  children,” 
agreed  Family  Services 
Community  Events 
Coordinator,  Valerie  Marone. 
“ft  was  a  chance  for  Family 
Services  to  get  out  to  the 
community  and  get  the  word 
out  about  drug  and  alcohol 
prevention.” 

Red  Ribbon  Week 
started  Oct.  22  with  a  commu¬ 
nity  parade.  After  participants 
signed  up  at  8  a.m.,  they 
received  this  year’s  red  and 
white  “Look  At  Me  -  I’m 
Drug  Free”  T-shirts  and  black 
visor  hats.  The  parade  wound 
through  the  Brighton  neigh¬ 
borhoods  for  3.1  miles. 
Despite  the  humidity,  enthusi¬ 
astic  walkers  followed  fire 
trucks  and  floats  and  posted 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Davin  Buck  holds  fire  hose  with  firefigher  Chad  Meeks 


nickname  because  of  his  showmanship  style 
that  landed  him  on  the  cover  of  Newsweek  in 
1979. 

Henderson  played  in  three  Super 
Bowls  before  drugs  and  alcohol  destroyed  his 
marriage,  his  career  and  his  life.  His  message 
was  a  powerful  reminder  of  how  devastating 
drugs  and  alcohol  can  be.  Henderson  was 
arrested  for  smoking  crack  cocaine  and  spent 
eight  months  in  court  ordered  drug  rehabilita¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  two  years  in  prison. 

The  once-famous  NFL  star  told  the 
audience  that  Hollywood  died  on  Nov.  8, 
1983.  That  was  the  date  he  reclaimed  his  life 
and  sanity  by  choosing  a  new  drug  free  life. 
He  has  remained  clean  and  sober  ever  since, 
he  said. 

Talking  to  the  youth  who  sat  in  a 
row  of  chairs  before  him  Henderson  urged 
them  to  never  drink  alcohol,  never  pick  up 
that  first  drink. 


“Sobriety  is  an  option,”  said 
Henderson. 

He  told  the  children  they  would 
be  better  off  if  they  choose  never  to  take 
that  first  drink,  and  never  experiment 
with  drugs.  He  said  most  Native 
Americans  are  allergic  to  alcohol  and 
that  any  child  of  Indian  descent  should 
not  even  start  drinking  alcohol  because 
of  the  chance  of  triggering  the  disease  of 
alcoholism. 

Henderson  told  the  audience 
how  he  won  the  Texas  $28  million  Lotto 
jackpot  in  2000.  With  his  earnings  he 
started  a  charity  called  East  Side  Youth 
Services  &  Street  Outreach  and  has 
made  major  donations  to  the  East  Austin 
community  where  he  grew  up.  He  cur¬ 
rently  gives  motivational  speeches  and 
sells  videos  of  his  anti-chug  seminars. 

The  Dallas  Cowboy  also  co¬ 
wrote  an  inspiring  book  about  his  drug 
free  life  entitled  In  Control:  The  Rebirth 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Brighton  Board  Representative  Johnnie  Jones  rings  the  cowbell 
given  to  parade  walkers  as  he  walks  along  with  others. 


Susan  Etxebarria 


Chastity  Harmon  with  pumpkin. 


On  Oct.  24,  the  Brighton  Preschool  had  a  day 
of  anti-drug  activities  for  the  children  beginning  at  10 
a.m.  “Auntie  Ann”  the  clown  handed  out  prizes,  made 
balloon  animals  and  played  games  with  the  preschool¬ 
ers.  Family  Services  department  employees  Peg 
Gillick  and  Valerie  Marone,  both  dressed  in  clown 
costumes,  assisted. 

Also  educating  and  entertaining  the  children 
were  SPD’s  Police  Service  Assistant  Teresa  Bass  and 
Officer  Michelle  Clay  who  presented  a  puppet  show 
with  “Officer  Ollie”  warning  kids  about  drugs  and 
alcohol  use.  Fire  Rescue  showed  the  oldest  preschool¬ 
ers  their  fire  trucks  and  let  eager  children  get  hold  of  a 
giant  hose  as  water  sprayed  out  of  it. 

Later  in  the  evening,  nearly  80  children  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  Brighton  Field  Office  for  pizza  and  a  dra¬ 
matic  movie  with  a  strong  message  about  the  problem 
of  drugs  and  alcohol.  Family  Services  counselors  said 
they  were  very  excited  about  the  turnout. 

The  following  day,  Oct.  24,  a  different  movie 
was  presented  to  adults  at  Brighton  community  at  10 
a.m.  and  it  was  very  shocking  if  one  has  never  seen  a 
movie  like  this.  It  was  a  frightening  documentary 
about  the  fiendish  addiction  of  a  meth  addict  and  a 
cocaine  addict. 

The  movie  is  called  “Intervention”  and  it  told 
the  true  stories  of  two  men  whose  lives  and  families 
suffered  from  their  addictive  behaviors  and  destruc- 


of  an  NFL  Legend.  He  brought  along  two 
boxes  of  books  and  gave  them  out  to  an 
appreciative  audience. 

On  Oct.  23,  the  Brighton  seniors 
took  part  in  the  Trick  Your  Ride  Contest,  in 
which  they  decorated  their  different  trans¬ 
ports  with  anti-drug  messages.  First  place  in 
the  trike  category  was  Alice  Sweat  who  cov¬ 
ered  her  three-wheeler  with  slogans  like  “Be 
In  Control,  Just  Say  No.” 

Virginia  Tommie  earned  first  place 
in  the  wheelchair  category  and  Josephine 
Villa  won  first  place  in  the  four-wheeler  cat¬ 
egory.  Judges  were  staff  of  Seminole  Fire 
Rescue. 

Throughout  the  week  the  SPD  and 
Seminole  Fire  Rescue  lent  a  hand  at  many 
events.  It  was  an  opportunity  for  these  dedi¬ 
cated  community  services  to  get  out  among 
the  residents  and  support  the  goals  of  Family 
Services  to  create  a  drug-free  community. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Billie  Tiger  places  star  on  the  Laural  Oak  at  the 
Remembrance  Ceremony. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Thomas  “Hollywood”  Henderson  with  kids. 


tiveness.  It  also  tells  the  miracle  of  their 
recovery  from  drugs  beginning  with  the 
“intervention”  process. 

After  the  movie  there  was  some  shar¬ 
ing  by  recovering  members  of  the  Tribe  about 
how  their  lives  have  changed  since  becoming 
drug  and  alcohol  free.  There  were  productive 
conversations  among  Tribal  citizens  about 
addressing  the  needs  of  the  community.  King 
was  one  of  those  who  offered  testimony, 
telling  the  audience  how  she  struggled  with 
addiction  and  how  her  life  now  has  meaning 
and  purpose  since  she  quit  drugs. 

King  said  she  wants  to  reach  out  to 
the  community  and  help  others  so  she  plans  to 
get  a  degree  in  addictions  counseling.  She 
said  Family  Services  has  many  informational 
movies  like  these  and  will  be  glad  to  show 
them  to  the  community  anytime  they  ask. 
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Immokalee  Community  Commemorates  Red  Ribbon  Week 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Taking  advantage  of  a 
free  school  day,  the  Family  Services  Department  met 
with  the  children  of  the  Immokalee  Community  at  the 
Library  on  Oct.  22  for  Red  Ribbon  activities,  begin¬ 
ning  at  10  a.m. 

Marie  Ascensio  read  from  the  book  My  Body 
is  My  House  and  talked  with  the  youngsters  at  length 
about  various  forms  of  substance  abuse  and  the  toll 
they  take  on  families  and  individuals.  Linda  Freeman, 
in  an  effort  to  arouse  interest  in  the  drug  free  program, 
helped  the  children  create  posters  for  the  contest. 

This  year’s  theme  is  “Look  at  Me,  I’m  Drug 
Free.”  Using  an  assortment  of  art  supphes,  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  encouraged  to  express  themselves  on  the 
topic.  The  contest  winners  were:  1.  Lily  Mora,  2. 
Aaliyah  Mora,  3.  Joseph  Walker,  4.  Jacob  Walker. 

Moving  to  the  Gym,  everyone  enjoyed  a 
luncheon  of  pizza  and  wings,  before  taking  part  in  a 
fast  paced  game  of  dodge  ball  organized  by  the 
Recreation  Department.  A  clown  entertained  the  chil¬ 
dren  with  face  painting  and  balloon  characters,  while 
Family  Services’  Fred  Mullins  organized  games  which 
teach  the  benefits  of  teamwork  and  healthy  relation¬ 
ships. 

Laying  a  blanket  on  the  floor,  the  children  sat 
down  and  listened  as  Mullins  played  the  guitar  and 
talked  to  them  about  peer  pressure,  healthy  minds  and 


Judy  Weeks 

Angie  Arreguin  of  the  Community  Care  for  the 
Elderly  shows  off  her  first  place  winning  door. 


bodies  and  family  val¬ 
ues. 

Moving  out¬ 
doors,  the  Recreation 
Department  assisted 
Freeman  with  an  egg 
and  spoon  relay  race 
and  egg  toss.  Like 
most  young  people, 
they  enjoy  the  risk  of 
this  game  and  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  dropping  or 
missing  an  egg. 

Returning  to 
the  Gym,  a  general 
discussion  took  place 
regarding  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  abuses  of 
all  kinds  and  the 
adverse  effect  upon 
lives  and  relation¬ 
ships.  Forming  a  unity 
circle,  they  learned  to 
receive  with  their  right 
and  pass  on  to  others 
with  their  left  in  sup¬ 
port  of  each  other. 

Using  the  “Look  at  Me,  I’m  Drug  Free” 
theme,  the  various  Tribal  departments  were  urged  to 
join  a  door  decorating  contest.  Using  their  own  initia¬ 
tive  and  choice  of  materials,  the  work  was  judged  on 
originality,  creativity  and  content.  This  year’s  winners 
were  the  Community  Care  for  Elders,  Culture  and 
Preschool. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  23,  the  Tribal  com¬ 
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The  Preschool  Indian  is  surrounded  by 
pictures  of  the  next  generation  of  drug 
free  Seminoles. 


munity  and  employees 
gathered  in  front  of  the 
Gym  for  a  victory 
march  in  the  war  against  abuse.  Nutritionist  Charlotte 
Porcaro  had  prepared  sheets  of  slogans  for  the 
marchers  to  shout  as  they  made  their  way  up  and 
down  the  streets  wearing  their  new  “Walk  for 
Sobriety”  T-shirts. 

Following  the  march,  healthy  snacks  were 
served  in  the  Gym,  while  Raymond  Yzaguirre  gave  an 


Dennis  Gonzales  eases  along  balanc- 
ing  an  egg  on  a  spoon. 

graphic  details  about  the  life  of  an  addict  and  the  dan¬ 
gers. 

“I  have  had  a  good  life  with  many  bad  times 
which  I  brought  upon  myself,  family  and  community,” 
Yzaguirre  said.  “Don’t  be  duped  into  the  theory  that  a 
casual  drinker  and  a  social  drinker  cannot  slowly  turn 
into  a  life  of  addiction  and  despair.  Speak  to  your  eld- 


inspiring  testimonial  ers  for  help  and  support;  they  will  give  you  the 


which  included 


strength  and  determination  to  succeed.” 
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Community  members  and  employees  gather  at  the  Gym  for  the  victory  walk. 


A  clown  entertains  the  children  with  face  painting  and  balloons. 


(L-R)  Tribal  citizens  Myra  Simmons,  Nancy  Frank  and  Jackie  Smith  congratulating  each  other  after 
finishing  the  5k  walk. _ 


❖  Walk 

Continued  from  page  1 

Organizing  the  Tampa 
Seminole  Tribe’s  participation 
was  Marilyn  Stillwell  from 
Family  Services,  along  with  Lola 
Juarez,  of  Elder  Affairs.  This  is 
the  second  year  they  have  been 
involved  and  they  hope  to  contin¬ 
ue  doing  so. 

“It’s  something  we  all 
need  to  be  aware  of,”  said 
Stillwell. 

Jackie  Smith,  along  with 


daughter  Summer,  also  gave  their 
support  and  did  their  part  to  bring 
awareness  and  help  fight  breast 
cancer  while  walking  the  5k. 

“I  really  enjoyed  the 
walk  and  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
come  this  year  to  support  my 
cousin  Nancy,”  said  Smith. 

Tampa  community  mem¬ 
bers  and  employees  attended  the 
event  along  with  some  of  their 
family  and  friends  including:  Kim 
Cartagena,  Jennifer  Poindexter, 
Elizabeth  Justiniano,  Laura 
Ellsworth  and  Stephen 
Schwanebeck. 


Together  with  the  gen¬ 
erosity  and  support  from  the 
Tampa  community  and  others, 
awareness  and  education  was 
brought  to  this  important 
women’s  health  issue,  helping  the 
ACS  “make  strides  against  breast 
cancer”  as  they  continue  then- 
research  for  a  cure. 

To  learn  more  about 
Breast  Cancer  and  early  detection, 
or  to  sign  up  for  an  email  mam¬ 
mogram  reminder  visit: 
www.  cancer,  org/stridesonline . 
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Big  Cypress  Celebrates  Red  Ribbon  Week 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big  Cypress  commu¬ 
nity  recognizes  the  need  for  an  intense  drug  prevention 
program  to  assist  in  guiding  its  members  to  a  healthier 
and  happier  lifestyle.  Addiction  in  many  forms  has 
reached  epidemic  proportions  throughout  our  country 
and  Red  Ribbon  Week  has  come  to  signify 
a  unified  attempt  to  combat  this  enemy  of 
individuals,  families  and  communities. 

Big  Cypress  kicked  off  its  activi¬ 
ties  with  a  carnival  in  the  Gym  on  the  first 
day  of  Red  Ribbon  Week,  Oct.  29. 

Community  service  departments  set  up 
booths  to  entertain  the  youth  while  educat¬ 
ing  them  about  abusive  behavior,  preven¬ 
tion  and  intervention  in  the  war  on  drugs, 
alcohol  and  tobacco. 

Each  of  the  departments,  includ¬ 
ing  SPD  and  the  Council  Loan 
Department,  went  to  a  great  deal  of  effort 
to  attract  and  successfully  interact  with  the 
participants.  Young  and  old  circulated 
around  the  gym  playing  games,  picking  up 
literature  and  small  gifts  designed  for  the 
occasion. 

Director  of  the  Junior  Cypress 
Rodeo  Arena  Josh  Jumper  talked  with  the 
children  about  the  Horse  Club  and  4-H 
programs,  which  welcome  new  participants 
and  offer  an  alternative  to  street  recreation. 

Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola 
urged  the  youngsters  to  sign  the  “Too 
Smart  to  Start”  anti-drug  contract. 

Carter  Clough  and  Connie  Oakes 
of  Big  Cypress  Administrative  Services 
assisted  painting  hand  prints  on  the  com¬ 
munity  banner  with  anti-drug  slogans. 

Next  door,  the  Education  Department  was 
handing  out  small  gifts,  literature  and 
advice  concerning  the  multitude  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  available  to  help  shape  a  healthy, 
happy  and  productive  future. 

Meanwhile,  the  Recreation 
Department  manned  the  Ring  Toss,  distrib¬ 
uted  T-shirts  and  discussed  upcoming  pro¬ 
grams  and  events.  The  Fitness  Department 
urged  participation  in  sports,  exercise  and 
nutrition  programs,  advocating  that  a  bal¬ 
anced  lifestyle  leaves  no  room  for  abuse. 

Their  martial  arts  division  teaches  self  dis¬ 
cipline,  mental  and  physical  control. 

The  Culture  Department  reminded 
everyone  of  the  strength  and  perseverance 
of  their  ancestors  that  had  made  their  exis¬ 
tence  possible  and  that  the  next  generation 
is  depending  on  them  to  show  these  same 
qualities.  A  raffle,  which  included  two 
handmade  necklaces,  was  sponsored  by  the 
Broadcasting  Department,  which  was  also 
documenting  the  event. 

The  ceiling  of  the  Gym  was  deco¬ 
rated  with  twinkling  star  light  and  music 
greeted  the  skaters  who  attended  the 
evening  Roller  Dance  on  Oct.  30.  Wearing 
padded  guards,  the  little  ones,  some  skat¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time,  tried  to  walk  on  the 
skates  around  the  arena,  falling,  laughing 
and  having  a  great  time. 

Asst.  Recreation  Director  Stan 
Frischman  and  Coach  Eddie  Redd  distrib¬ 
uted  advice  along  with  skates  and  organ¬ 
ized  games  that  kept  everyone  moving. 

Moe  Prevatt  from  the  Fitness  Department 
donned  skates  and  showed  the  children 
how  to  lock  hands  together  and  work  as  a 
team  forming  a  whip.  She  then  pulled  them 
around  the  floor  providing  support,  balance 
and  speed. 

Due  to  a  misty  rain,  the 
Community  Prayer  Meeting  was  moved 
indoors  to  the  Gym  on  the  night  of  Oct.  31. 

Setting  up  the  traditional  remembrance 
crosses,  Family  Services’  Julie  Bennett 
urged  the  crowd  to  attach  red  ribbons  in 
memory  of  their  loved  ones  and  the 
response  was  immediate.  Full  from  top  to 
bottom,  the  crosses  represented  a  lifetime 
of  love  and  support. 

Rev.  Salaw  Hummingbird  gave  a 
very  meaningful  presentation  before  lead¬ 
ing  the  group  in  prayer.  The  ceremony  cre¬ 
ated  an  outpouring  of  love  that  had  an 
emotional  effect  on  everyone. 

Native  comedian  JR  Redwater 
(Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe)  came  to  the 
reservation  all  the  way  from  Los  Angeles 
to  entertain  the  gathering.  This  self-pro- 
claimed  “Reservation  Sensation”  skillfully 
uses  his  wit  and  sense  of  timing  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  deliver  an  important  message  of 
hope  to  his  fellow  natives. 

On  the  following  evening,  Nov.  1, 

Redwater  performed  at  the  Big  Cypress 
Community  Center.  His  easy  going,  dry 
humor  digs  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  and 
helps  lift  the  burdens  of  abuse  and  depres¬ 
sion  from  everyone  he  encounters.  He 
quickly  won  his  audience  over  by  sharing 
his  own  destructive  youth,  military  career, 
failed  marriage  and  love  for  his  children. 

Describing  his  longest  happy 
hour,  which  lasted  for  years,  he  shows  a 
light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  of  addictions. 

“I  am  now  on  a  natural  high,  liv¬ 
ing  my  dreams  and  traveling  across  our 
wonderful  country,  helping  to  take  back 
our  land  one  joke  at  a  time,”  Redwater  said 
in  conclusion. 

Wanbli  Ohitika  or  Brave  Eagle,  as 
Redwater  is  known  among  his  own  people, 
took  his  act  to  the  Ahfachkee  School  on 
the  morning  of  Oct.  2,  where  he  gave 
another  performance.  He  left  his  young 
audience  with  some  parting  advice. 

“Anything  is  possible.  If  you  fall 
down,  get  back  up  and  give  100  percent  in 
everything  you  do,”  he  said.  “Always 
remember,  when  you  say  ‘I  can’t’  you  have 
already  failed  in  your  own  mind.  Don’t 
abuse  yourself  and  pray  a  lot.  We  are  never 
alone  and  there  is  always  hope.” 

The  highhght  of  the  Big  Cypress 
Red  Ribbon  Week  was  the  fabulous 
parade,  put  together  by  the  service  depart¬ 
ments  and  community  members.  Watching 
this  procession  wind  its  way  through  the 
reservation,  the  reality  of  what  leadership, 


teamwork  and  support  can  accomplish  in  a  short  peri¬ 
od  of  time  became  apparent. 

The  first  sound  of  SPD’s,  Emergency 
Management’s  and  Fire  and  Rescue’s  sirens, 
announced  their  arrival  as  the  sounds  of  the  EIRA’s 
horses  followed.  The  Cattle  and  Range  and  the  Junior 
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Thanks  to  Billy  Walker,  JR  Redwater  will  never  forget  his 
trip  to  Seminole  Country. 
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The  Community  Center  cheerleaders  rocked  the  Gym. 


Gloria  Brooks  puts  her  signature  o 
contract. 
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JR  Redwater  addresses  the  Ahfachkee  School  assembly. 


Cypress  Arena’s  floats  rounded  out  the  procession. 

The  Ahfachkee  School  children  lined  the 
streets,  scrambling  for  the  candy  and  favors  tossed 
from  the  floats  and  waving  to  friends  and  relatives. 

The  costumes  and  antics  of  Family  Services  “Don’t 
Monkey  Around  with  Drugs”  float  brought  a  chuckle 
from  the  spectators. 

Meanwhile,  on  a  more  serious  note,  the 
Broadcasting  Department  and  the  seniors  chose  a  more 
traditional  theme  on  their  floats,  utilizing  beautiful 


rich,  cultural  background  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  its 
proud  heritage. 

Students  on  the  Ahfachkee  School  float  were 
dressed  as  doctors,  cheerleaders,  martial  artists,  mili¬ 
tary  personnel  and  graduates  in  cap  and  gown,  indicat¬ 
ing  the  many  possibilities  and  careers  for  graduates 
and  those  who  seek  higher  education. 

The  crowd  quickly  responded  to  the  cheer¬ 
leaders  who  represented  the  fine  group  of  people  who 
maintain  the  Community  Center.  This  rowdy  bunch  of 
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Mika  Lopez,  Troy  Cantu  and  Rickyjoe  Alumbaugh  were 
impressed  with  JR  Redwater. 


landscaping,  chickees  and  campsites.  Clad  in  Seminole  fun-loving  people  jumped  for  joy  and  shouted  one 
attire,  these  elders  and  family  members  represented  the  anti-drug  slogan  after  another  in  support  of  their  com¬ 
munity  and  its  residents.  Laughing,  they 
shouted,  “Our  Job  is  Community  and  We 
Take  It  Seriously.” 

Tribal  leaders,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  Big 
Cypress  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress  and 
Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola 
joined  the  procession  in  support  of  the 
goals  of  Red  Ribbon  Week. 

“What  affects  one  of  us,  affects  us 
all,  because  we  are  one  family,”  Chairman 
Cypress  said.  “Let’s  love  and  support  each 
other.” 

The  LaBelle  Marching  Band  gave 
a  terrific  performance  while  their 
majorettes  and  cheerleaders  entertained  the 
audience.  The  Big  Cypress  community 
showed  its  appreciation  for  their  making 
the  long  trip  to  participate  in  this  event. 

The  Tampa  Bay  Pirate  Ship,  the 
Overland  Stage,  Safari  Swamp  Buggy, 
Rock  Mine  Loader,  Museum  and 
Archeological  Departments,  muscle  cars 
and  motorcycles  added  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  moment.  The  local  Jeep  Addicts  were 
represented  by  14  entries  with  meaningful, 
heartfelt  messages  and  slogans  that  hit 
home  with  everyone.  As  each  vehicle 
passed,  they  delivered  words  of  wisdom  to 
live  by. 

Following  the  parade,  Redwater 
acted  as  emcee  at  the  Red  Ribbon  Week 
Awards  Banquet.  Following  a  comedic 
introduction,  he  provided  the  information 
that  everyone  had  been  patiently  awaiting. 

Assisted  by  Juhe  Bennett  and 
Stan  Frischman,  he  began  the  presentations 
by  remarking:  “Community  members  of  all 
ages  have  put  a  lot  of  effort  into  the  vari¬ 
ous  contests  and  they  should  all  be  reward¬ 
ed.  Let’s  give  yourselves  a  big  hand  of 
applause.” 

The  winners  of  the  following  con¬ 
tests  were  Red  Ribbon  Doors-  Residential: 
1.  Glynnis  Bowers,  2.  Mary  Bear  and 
Marcus  Osceola,  3.  Amelia  Jumper; 
Commercial:  1.  Recreation,  2.  Ahfachkee 
School,  3.  Community  Center;  Seniors:  Joe 
Osceola. 

The  Essay  Contest  winners  read 
their  very  meaningful  literary  works  before 
accepting  their  awards.  Winners  were:  1. 
Jessica  Lopez,  2.  Margie  Lugo,  3.  Keith 
Jumper. 

“These  are  very  powerful  words 
and  testimonials,”  Redwater  said.  “They 
are  so  truthful  and  show  a  great  deal  of 
insight.” 

The  walls  of  the  Gym  were  lined 
with  84  posters  prepared  by  the  youngsters 
of  the  Big  Cypress  Reservation  and  reflect¬ 
ed  their  personal  views  on  their  communi¬ 
ty,  abuse  and  the  anti-drug  campaign. 
Choosing  winners  took  hours  of  delibera¬ 
tion  and  the  judges  commended  the  intense 
effort  of  the  participants.  Winners  were:  1 . 
Luana  Billie,  2.  Marco  Flores,  3.  Savannah 
Tiger. 

Redwater  then  announced  the 
winners  of  the  Float  Contest. 

“Being  one  of  the  judges,”  said 
Redwater,  “I  found  the  decision  process  to 
be  extremely  difficult  with  regard  to  the 
parade  floats.  Each  entry  had  its  own  mer¬ 
its  that  demanded  recognition.  However,  in 
the  end  we  all  concurred  that  the  proces¬ 
sion  of  Jeeps  with  their  meaningful  mes¬ 
sages  were  simple  and  positive.  They 
delivered  healthy  alternatives  and  denoted 
community  involvement,  which  is  a  very 
important  piece  in  the  complex  puzzle  of 
prevention.  I  was  particularly  moved  by 
the  one  that  said:  ‘Be  the  person  that  God 
intended  you  to  be.’  Without  much  further 
ado,  the  first  place  goes  to  the  Jeepsters.” 

Awards  for  second  through  fifth 
place  in  the  parade  float  contest  were  as 
follows:  Broadcasting,  Family  Services, 
Ahfachkee  and  the  Department  of  Elders, 
respectively.  The  seniors  want  to  give 
thanks  to  Joe  B.  Osceola  and  Tommie  W. 
Billie,  for  helping  with  the  construction  of 
their  float.  Without  their  hard  work  and 
sense  of  dedication,  it  would  never  have 
materialized. 

Following  the  luncheon,  Redwater 
concluded  the  banquet  by  saying:  “Never 
grow  tired  of  doing  right.  Give  credit  to 
positive  action.  Show  your  Native  Pride 
and  stay  drug  free.  You  must  remain  the 
Unconquered  Seminole  Indians!” 

JR  Redwater  talked  about  the  alli- 
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Seminole  Broadcasting  gets  the  anti-drug  message  out  to  the 


Judy  Week 

(L-R)  Sherry  King  and  Brenda  Castro  Rivera  prepared  this 
first  place  winning  door  at  the  Recreation  Department 
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Julie  Bennett  of  Family  Services  sets  up  the  Remembrance 
Crosses. 


gators  he  had  seen  on  the  way  to  Big 
Cypress  and  how  he  had  felt  about  travel¬ 
ing  into  the  land  of  the  dinosaurs. 

Redwater  appeared  to  be  intrigued  with  the 
creatures  of  the  swamp. 

Jumping  on  this  fact,  Billy  Walker 
of  Billie  Swamp  Safari,  invited  Redwater 
to  watch  him  wrestle  an  alligator  after  the 
Awards  Banquet.  Redwater  was  dehghted, 
if  not  apprehensive,  about  the  opportunity 
and  gladly  accepted  the  invitation. 

Following  the  outstanding  exhibi¬ 
tion,  Walker  gave  Redwater  the  experience 
of  a  lifetime  when  he  invited  him  into  the 
pit  for  photographs.  With  a  horrified  look 
on  his  face,  Redwater  even  straddled  a  six 
foot  gator  after  a  great  deal  of  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  audience. 

He  wished  to  thank  the  members 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  for  their  warm  wel¬ 
come  and  couldn’t  wait  to  return  to  Los 
Angeles  with  stories  of  his  unique  experi¬ 
ences  in  Seminole  Country. 


Ahfachkee  Warriors  Shout  ‘Drug  Free’ 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The 
Ahfachkee  School  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  Big  Cypress  community. 
Recognizing  this  fact,  the  staff  con¬ 
siders  it  their  mission  to  coordinate 
their  efforts  whenever  possible  with 
programs  that  benefit  the  students. 

Red  Ribbon  Week  ranks  high  on  this 
list. 

Dean  of  Students  Dominique 
Troadec,  and  Julie  Bennett  from  the 
Family  Services  Department,  worked 
together  to  set  up  a  week-long  pro¬ 
gram  geared  toward  drug  awareness 
and  prevention  that  would  coincide 
with  the  community  effort.  Using  the 
slogan,  “Look  at  Me,  I’m  Drug  Free,” 
they  integrated  this  important  concept 
into  the  classrooms  for  the  entire 
week. 

During  a  school  assembly  on 
Oct.  29,  the  students  and  staff  met 
with  Tribal  leaders  and  department 
heads  to  kick-off  Red 
Ribbon  Week.  Following  a 
comprehensive  introduction 
by  School  Services 
Coordinator  Keno  King, 

Family  Services  Director 
Helene  Buster  explained  the 
origin  of  Red  Ribbon  Week. 

“This  weeklong 
celebration  is  in  memory  of 
a  DEA  officer  who  gave  his 
life  trying  to  stop  drug  deal¬ 
ers  from  bringing  their  mer¬ 
chandise  into  the  United 
States,”  King  said.  “Drugs 
hurt  our  people,  families, 
community,  Tribe  and  coun¬ 
try.” 

Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Cicero 
Osceola  said:  “This  is  all 
about  staying  off  drugs, 
helping  your  famihes  and 

doing  your  part  for  chug  pre-  _ 

vention.” 

Leading  the  rally,  Osceola 
joined  the  children  in  shouting,  “Don’t 
do  drugs.  Shake  off  drugs.  Look  at  me, 
I’m  drug  free!” 

Big  Cypress  Council 
Representative  David  Cypress  chal¬ 
lenged  the  youngsters  to  fight  drug 
abuse,  resist  temptation  and  get  an  edu¬ 
cation. 

“You  are  the  future  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  and  we  are  depending  on 
you  to  become  the  drug  free  leaders  of 
tomorrow,”  he  said.  “Participate  in  the 
DARE  Program  and  show  your  school 
pride.  Can  anyone  here  do  your 
Seminole  Warrior’s  chant?” 

In  response  to  the  silence  that 
followed,  Cypress  offered  a  reward  to 
the  student  who  would  step  up  and  lead 
the  chant.  Elementary  student  Sabre 
Billie  quickly  reacted  and  then  was 
joined  by  Coach  Randall  Cleckler,  the 
student  body,  Fire  and  Rescue, 
Emergency  Services  and  the  Seminole 
Police  Department. 

Dean  Troadec  announced  the 


Wednesday  was  Wear  Red  Day  at  Ahfachkee. 
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(Back  Row,  L-R)  Rashaun  Jim,  Anthony  Balentine,  Benny 
Hernandez,  Joey  Porter,  Torina  Cypress,  Billy  Cypress,  Dawna 
Cypress  and  Reggie  Cypress,  (Front  Row,  L-R)  Alan 
Hernandez,  Allen  Michael  Venzor,  Tia  Osborne,  Lariah 
Balentine  and  Steven  Hannahs;  the  Ahfachkee  student  basket¬ 
ball  team. 


schedule  of  activities  that  would  coincide  with  their 
school  work.  Stimulating  class  participation,  he 
announced  that  the  Aviation  Department  under  Clint 
El-Ramey  was  offering  a  helicopter  ride  to  the  sixth 
through  12th  grade  class  who  showed  the  most  enthu¬ 
siasm  during  Red  Ribbon  Week.  A  field  trip  to  the 
Aviation  Department  would  award  the  winning  class 
from  pre -kindergarten  through  fifth  grade. 

In  closing  Rev.  Salaw  Hummingbird  told  a 


story  about  a  young  Native  American  boy  who  was 
tricked  by  a  snake. 

“The  moral  of  this  story  is  that  just  like  the 
snake,  drugs  will  make  you  stay  longer  than  you 
planned,  keep  you  from  doing  the  things  you  intended 
to  do  and  create  hardships  in  your  life,”  he  said.  “You 
must  resist  temptation.” 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  President 
Richard  Bowers  addressed  the  student  body  on 

Tuesday  morning.  Talking  about  the  positive 
changes  in  the  lifestyle  and  economy  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  in  the  past  several  years,  they 
pointed  out  that  drugs  and  alcohol  tear  people 
apart,  rather  than  build  futures. 

“Put  your  energy  into  education  and 
sports  to  build  healthy  minds  and  bodies  so 
that  you  will  he  prepared  to  someday  help 
yourself  and  your  people,”  said  Bowers. 

In  anticipation  of  Red  Ribbon  Week, 
the  Ahfachkee  student  body  challenged  the 
school  staff  to  a  basketball  game  on  Oct.  19. 
Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola  lent  his  support  to 
the  staff  team  and  the  youngsters  crowded  into 
the  gym  to  do  battle. 

It  was  a  very  close  game  from  the 
beginning  and  the  final  score  was  50-47  in 
favor  of  the  students.  With  only  five  seconds 
remaining,  the  crowd  went  crazy,  when  the 
students  scored  the  winning  shot.  The  walls  of 
the  gym  echoed  with  the  Seminole  Warriors’ 
Chant. 

Using  art  supplies  and  the  color  red, 
the  students  were  assisted  by  their  teachers  in 
decorating  their  rooms  along  the  lines  of  the 
Red  Ribbon  theme  on  Oct.  23.  While  they 
worked  they  talked  about  the  effect  drugs  had 
upon  their  individual  famihes  and  friends  and 
discussed  healthy  alternatives.  Oct.  24  was  the 
day  for  everyone  to  wear  red. 

Each  of  the  classes  took  turns  on  Oct. 
25  at  the  obstacle  course  and  Get  High  on  Life 
rock  wall  climb.  Julie  Bennett  assisted  the 
school  in  obtaining  the  equipment  and  helped 
lead  the  rally  that  demonstrated  ways  to  get 
high  without  drugs.  The  students  showed  over¬ 
whelming  enthusiasm  and  definitely  got  high 
as  they  encouraged  each  other  and 
dared  the  staff  to  participate. 

Comedian  JR  Redwater 
gave  a  meaningful  presentation  to 
grades  six  through  12  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  on  the  morning  of  Oct. 
26.  Using  his  troubled  youth  on 
the  reservation,  life’s  triumphs 
and  disappointments,  Redwater 
discussed  addictions,  temptations 
and  the  alternatives.  Stressing  the 
positive,  rather  than  negative,  he 
joked  with  the  youngsters  and 
helped  establish  healthy  guide¬ 
lines. 

The  student  body  and 
staff  were  enthusiastic  spectators 
at  the  Red  Ribbon  Parade  and 
entered  a  float  in  the  procession. 
Following  the  parade  they  joined 
the  community  members  in  the 
gym  for  the  awards  presentations. 

The  high  school’s  upper 
grades  won  the  most  school  spirit 
prize,  and  are  looking  forward  to 
their  helicopter  ride.  Miss  Flores’ 
class  will  receive  the  pizza  party 
and  field  trip  to  Aviation. 
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BC  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress  awards  Sabre  Billie  for 
knowing  the  Seminole  Warrior  Chant. 
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(L-R)  Dean  of  Students  Dominique  Troadec,  Family  Services  Director 
Helene  Buster,  BC  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress,  School  Services 
Coordinator  Keno  King,  BC  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola  and  Rev. 
Salaw  Hummingbird. 


The  whole  school  took  part  in  the  Red  Ribbon  rally. 


(L-R)  Principal  Terry  Porter,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Keno  King  spoke 
to  the  Ahfachkee  students  about  Red  Ribbon. 


Look  at  Me,  I'm  Drug  Free 


By  Lariah  Balentine 

[Editor  s  Note:  This  essay  was 
written  by  14-year-old  Ahfachkee 
School  student  Lariah  Balentine  about 
Red  Ribbon  Week.  Her  essay  is  re-print- 
ed  here  verbatim.] 

As  a  14-year-old  student  at  the 
Ahfachkee  School  in  Big  Cypress,  I  am 
very  interested  in  my  school,  family  and 
community.  People  think  we  are  too 
young  to  realize  what  is  happening  all 
around  us,  hut  this  is  not  true.  I  see 
what  drugs,  alcohol  and  tobacco  are 
doing  to  our  people  and  I  want  to  help 
make  a  difference. 

I  am  very  proud  of  my  school 
for  taking  part  in  the  Red  Ribbon  Week 
and  would  like  to  tell  you  about  it. 

Our  Tribal  leaders,  David 
Cypress  and  Cicero  Osceola,  came  to 
our  school  with  Helene  Buster  from 
Family  Services  to  start  off  Red  Ribbon 
Week  on  Oct.  29.  They  told  us  about  the 
meaning  of  Red  Ribbon  and  how  it  got 
started. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress 
came  on  Tuesday  and  told  us  how 
important  it  is  for  us  to  listen  to  our  eld¬ 
ers  and  stay  away  from  drugs.  He  wants 
us  to  get  an  education  and  help  our  peo¬ 
ple.  On  Tuesday  we  helped  the  teachers 
decorate  our  classroom  for  Red  Ribbon 
Week  and  we  talked  about  what  it 


means  to  each  of  us. 

The  Aviation  Department  *  ' 
is  rewarding  the  class  who  works  L 
hardest  and  does  the  most  for  our  V 
school’s  projects. 

Even  though  Wednesday  I 
was  Halloween,  we  all  dressed  in 
red  to  support  the  war  on  drugs. 

Each  of  our  classes  took  turns  on 
the  rock  climbing  wall  and  doing  1 
an  obstacle  course  on  Thursday.  It 
was  called  the  Get  High  On  Life 
Wall  Climb  and  showed  us  how  J 

much  fun  we  can  have  by  being 
our  own  person  and  not  doing 
drugs.  Life  is  full  of  fun  and 
important  experiences. 

A  Native  American 
comedian  named  JR  Redwater 
came  to  our  school  on  Friday 
morning  and  entertained  every- 
one.  He  talked  about  his  life  and 
how  he  grew  up  on  a  reservation.  * 1,1 
He  let  drugs  and  alcohol  get  into  f,av 
his  life  and  it  ruined  a  lot  of 
things  for  him.  Now  he  is  drug  free  and 
wants  the  same  for  you  and  me. 

Our  school  put  a  float  in  the 
Red  Ribbon  parade  and  our  teachers  let 
us  all  out  to  watch  while  our  communi¬ 
ty  worked  together  against  chug  abuse. 
Then  we  went  to  the  gym  for  an  awards 
celebration. 


ation  The  obstacle  course  showed  that  you  can 
jnt0'  have  a  lot  of  fun  without  drugs. 

rug  free  and  Even  though  we  had  to  do  our 

me.  school  work  last  week,  we  still  had  a 

oat  in  the  great  time  taking  part  in  Red  Ribbon, 
teachers  let  Our  school  showed  us  how  to  get  high 
r  communi-  on  life,  not  drugs. 


All  the  students  enjoyed  the  G 
Life  Rock  Climbing  Tower. 


Look  at  Us, 

We  are  Drug  Free 

By  Jessica  Lopez 

[Editor  s  Note:  This  essay  is 
written  by  Ahfachkee  School  student 
Jessica  Lopez  about  Red  Ribbon 
Week.  Her  essay,  re-printed  here  ver¬ 
batim,  won  first  place  in  the  Big 
Cypress  Community  Red  Ribbon 
Contest.] 

Many  Seminole  people  have 
struggled  with  drug  abuse  and  I  think 
it’s  about  time  for  all  that  to  stop. 
Many  people  in  our  own  families 
struggle  with  it  and  we  know  it.  I 
know  I  do  and  that’s  why  I  am  writing 
this  today.  Maybe  you  can  take  this  to 
heart  and  pass  it  on. 

The  reason  I  don’t  do  chugs 
is  because  I  know  it  will  one  day 
affect  my  family  and  my  culture.  I 
want  to  live  a  long  life  and  he  able  to 
say  that  I  am  drag  free.  I  wouldn’t 
want  any  of  the  people  I  love  getting 
hurt  just  because  I’m  doing  drags  and 
I  don’t  think  you  do  either. 

People  think  drags  are  some¬ 
thing  that’s  cool  and  everything  but 
trust  me  I  have  seen  what  drags  and 
alcohol  can  make  you  do  and  that’s 
not  cool  at  all.  It’s  also  better  that  we 
don’t  do  drags  because  it  really  affects 
the  people  in  the  Tribe  and  the  way 
outsiders  perceive  The  Seminole  Tribe 
and  its  people.  Sometimes  I  feel  that 
when  they  think  of  the  Tribe  a  big 
word  pops  up  and  that’s  drags.  I  don’t 
really  like  that  at  all. 

Many  that  do  drags  and  alco¬ 
hol  never  get  the  chance  to  feel  what 
life  is  really  all  about.  I  bet  they  don’t 
even  know  that  much  about  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  Tribe  or  even  the  language. 
Today  in  school  we  have  culture  class 
and  we  learn  a  lot,  it’s  so  cool.  I  hope 
that  the  people  in  my  generation  act 
right  and  decide  to  finish  school  and 
go  on  to  college  and  even  come  hack 
and  work  for  the  Tribe.  I  also  hope 
they  will  learn  the  language  and  pass 
it  on  to  their  kids. 

One  day,  eventually,  when  I 
have  kids  I  am  going  to  make  sure 
they  learn  everything  that  they  can.  So 
I  hope  you  take  this  and  think  about 
how  you  can  make  a  difference.  One 
day  soon  maybe  we  can  all  say  “Look 
at  us,  we  are  drag  free!” 
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Chris  Jenkins 

Edison  Miranda  (podium-left)  and  his  interpreter  speak  to  media  and  guests  during  the  pre-fight  conference. 


Good  Times  on  the  Court  in 
Honor  of  Cindy  Osceola 

Legends  Memorial  Basketball  Tournament  Held 


Mayhem  2  at  the  Hard  Rock 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Osceola  family  host¬ 
ed  basketball  legends  from  near  and  far  to  participate 
in  the  5th  Annual  Cindy  Osceola  Legends  Memorial 
Basketball  Tournament  on  Nov.  2. 

“The  night  is  a  celebration  in  memory  of 
Cindy,”  said  Donna  Turtle,  Cindy’s  sister  and  tourna¬ 
ment  director.  “I  can  still  see  her  on  the  court  running 
around,  having  a  good  time 

Turtle  went  on  to  say 
that  her  and  her  family  said: 

“work  very  hard  to  make  it  big¬ 
ger  every  year.”  Their  hard 
work  paid  off  because  this 
year’s  tournament  was  the 
biggest  so  far,  with  nine  teams 
in  total  competing. 

On  the  women’s  side, 
the  following  teams  competed: 

Native  Ladies,  Choctaws,  Still 
Got  It  and  Lady  Seminoles.  The 
men’s  bracket  featured  the  fol¬ 
lowing  five  teams:  PDI 
Panthers,  Blazers,  Hollywood, 

Choctaws  Blazers  and 
Choctaws  Outsiders. 

Fun  contests  like 

Knock  Out  and  a  Free  Throw  Contest 
took  center  stage,  giving  Cindy’s 
mom,  Maydell  Osceola,  and  some 
other  super  seniors  the  opportunity  to 


participate  in  the  contests. 

“People  came  out  and  supported  us,  it  was 
hard  in  the  beginning  and  it  gets  easier,”  Maydell  said. 
“We  enjoy  doing  this  every  year  and  it  helps  us 
remember  Cindy.” 

The  evening  slowly  came  to  an  end  with  the 
championships  starting  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Still  Got  It  and  Native  Ladies  both  made  it  to  the 
championship  game  —  and  a  very  physical  game  it 
was.  In  the  end,  the  Native 
Ladies  beat  a  very  tired  Still 
Got  It  team. 

On  the  men’s  side, 
Hollywood  pulled  out  the  vic¬ 
tory  against  the  Choctaw 
Blazers  to  close  out  the  tour¬ 
nament. 

“The  Choctaws  came 
down  to  play  and  they  never 
experienced  something  like 
that  before,  and  they  loved  it 
and  want  to  come  back  down, 
even  though  we  ended  at  4 
a.m.,”  said  Eric  Osceola  of 
the  championship  Hollywood 
team.  “When  we  were 
younger  that’s  how  we  used 


Tournament  Results 
Women:  1.  Native  Ladies,  2.  Still 
Got  It,  3.  Lady  Seminoles;  Men:  1. 
Hollywood,  2.  Choctaw  Blazers,  3. 

Choctaw  Outsiders. 

All-Tournament  Teams:  Women: 
Choctaws:  Debbie  Smith,  Lady  Seminoles:  I 
Mary  Jane  Osceola,  Still  Got  It:  Stacy 
Jones,  Native  Ladies:  Nora  Billie,  Native  I 
Ladies:  Alberta  Huggins,  MVP::  Vodne 
Whiteskunk-Chapoose;  Men:  PDI  Panthers:  I 
Leon  Wilcox  Sr.,  Choctaw  Outsiders:  Neal  I 
Vaughn,  Choctaw  Blazers:  Ricky  Anderson,  I 
Hollywood:  Cicero  Osceola,  MVP:  Travis  I 
Osceola. 


to  play,  late  into  the  night.” 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Super  Senior,  Mary  Gay  Osceola  hit 
6  out  of  10  to  put  her  in  the  lead. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Cindy’s  mom,  Maydell 
Osceola  shows  her  free 
throw  shooting  skills. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 

Knock  out  finalists  Nora  Billie  (L)  and 
Leslie  Osceola-Russell  (R)  having  fun 
competing. 


Still  Got  It  showed  their  toughness  after  playing  live  games  and  still  had  the  energy  to  smile  for  2nd  place. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Just  in  time 
tricking  and  treating,  Seminole  Warriors 
Boxing  and  the  Hard  Rock  Live  pre¬ 
sented  its  own  batch  of  goodies  for 
boxing  fans  Oct.  30. 

“Mayhem  2:  A  Nightmare 
on  Lucky  Street”  brought 
about  the  return  of  one 
of  the  best  mid¬ 
dleweight  prospects  as 
Edison  “Pantera” 

Miranda  of  Warriors 
faced  veteran  Henry 
“Molina”  Porras,  along 
with  six  other  bouts  on 
the  evening. 

Miranda  (29- 
2,  25  KOs)  was  trying 
to  rebound  from  a 
astating  defeat  to  cur¬ 
rent  and  newly 
crowned  middleweight 
champion  Kelly 

diTdefeat^cfand^'  Yuriorkis  Gamboa  lands  a  hard  right  cross  to  Adailton  DeJesus. 

his  camp  decided  a 
change  in  strategy 

would  help  Miranda  moving  him  into  the 
super  middleweight  division. 

His  opponent  Porras,  (33-7-1, 25 
KOs)  was  riding  high  off  of  three  straight 
wins,  all  by  KO,  including  his  last 
action  in  July  against  Moises 
Rodriguez.  It  was  his  first  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Hard  Rock. 

A  stronger,  heavier 
and  more  determined 
Miranda  used  an  overpow¬ 
ering  arsenal  mainly 
working  his  jab  to  do 
the  trick  on  an  over¬ 
matched  Porras. 

Miranda  controlled  the 
fight  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  although  both 
came  out  slow  in  the 
early  rounds.  Fifteen  sec¬ 
onds  into  the  fifth,  Miranda 
made  his  move  cornering  a 
defensive  Porras  with  sev¬ 
eral  pounding  head  shots, 
at  will.  Porras  with¬ 
stood  the  blows,  but  Sammy  Payne  measures  his  next  shot  versus  Jose  Torres. 


the  bout  was  stopped  at  the  2:45  second  mark  and 
ruled  a  TKO. 

An  always  confident,  Miranda  had  predict¬ 
ed  an  early  ending  to  the  fight. 

“I  promised  the  fans  that  I  would  be  better 
then  ever  to  fight  Porras,  and  win  by  knockout,”  he 
said. 

Warriors  Boxing  Executive  Director  Leon 
Margules  thought  Miranda  looked  good  on  his 
comeback. 

“He  looked  a  little  tentative  in  the  first  cou¬ 
ple  of  rounds,”  Margules  said.  “[Porras]  was  a  solid 
guy,  but  not  a  real  threat.”  “[Miranda]  looked  very 
strong  and  comfortable  at  his  weight  (169  pounds),” 
he  added. 

Other  action  included:  James  McGirt  Jr. 
remaining  undefeated  against  Jason  Naugler  in  eight 
rounds  by  a  unanimous  decision  in  the  super  mid¬ 
dleweight  division. 

In  featherweight  action,  Gary  Stark  Jr. 
picked  up  his  20th  win  over  Robert  Da  Luz  in  eight 
rounds  by  a  unanimous  decision  and  Yan 
Barthelemy  moved  to  3-0  over  Kevin  Hudgins  by  a 
unanimous  decision  in  four  rounds. 

Among  junior  lightweights,  Yuriorkis 
Gamboa  and  Adailton  DeJesus  squared  off  with 
Gamboa  picking  up  the  win  by  TKO  in  six  rounds 
so  came  out  a  winner  over  Jose 
in  four  rounds  by  unanimous 
ion. 

Heavyweight  Isreal  Garcia 
is  also  victorious  by  a  unani- 
nous  decision  in  six  rounds 
over  Kenny  Lemos. 

Tribal  Council  was 
also  in  attendance  and  includ¬ 
ed:  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Big  Cypress 
Council  Representative 
David  Cypress,  Trail  Liaison 
William  Osceola  and  Fort 
[  Pierce  Liaison  S.  R. 

:  Tommie. 

Celebrities  check¬ 
ing  out  the  action  were  pro¬ 
fessional  wrestling  star  “The 
Big  Show”  and  former  world 
welterweight  champion 
Ricardo  Mayorga. 

The  next  action  for 
Hard  Rock  Live  and  Warriors 
is  set  for  Dec.  5. 


Chris  Jenkins 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  says  a  few  words  to  the 
fighters  and  media. 


Miranda  (L)  uses  his  left  jab  to  perfection  on  Porras  (R) 


Hollywood  Seminoles  kept  the  championship  trophy  here  in  Hollywood  after  playing  Choctaws  in  the 
championship  game. 


Travis  Osceola  got  MVP  honors  to  go  with  his 
championship. 


Native  Ladies  hustled  for  their  championship. 


Little  ones  practice  their  basketball  dribble. 


Preschool’s 
Fitness  Field  Day 
Was  Fun  for  All 


By  Irena  Loleski 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  Hollywood 
preschoolers  attended  the  Get  Fit  Fitness  Field 
Day,  held  Oct.  22,  at  the  Hollywood  baseball  field. 

Youth  Fitness  Coordinator  Gina  Allardyce 
led  a  team  of  Fitness  Department  trainers,  pre¬ 
school  teachers  and  parents  at  the  event.  The 
adults  guided  the  children  through  four  different 
activities  designed  to  increase  hand  eye  coordina¬ 
tion,  agility  and  teamwork,  while  improving  their 
overall  fitness. 

The  four  stations  were:  soccer  ball  pass¬ 
ing,  giant  ball  rolling  and  bean  bag  balancing,  bas¬ 
ketball  line  dribbling  and  an  obstacle  course. 

These  stations  were  a  fun  and  challenging  way  to 
get  young  ones  involved  in  fitness. 

“|  Preschool  Director  Leona  Tommie- 

Williams  was  on  hand  to  watch  all  her  little 
J  ones  enjoying  themselves.  The  field  set-up  was 
I  provided  by  the  Hollywood  Recreation 
I  Department. 

Allardyce,  the  event  coordinator,  really 
I  had  fun  watching  the  1,  2,  3  and  4  year  olds 
I  challenging  themselves. 

“These  kinds  of  events  will  probably 
I  get  them  more  interested  in  sports,  while  giving 
I  them  a  greater  sense  of  self  esteem  and  better 
I  teamwork,”  she  said.  “It’s  a  joy  to  watch  these 
I  little  guys  participate  and  challenge  them- 
I  selves.” 

After  all  the  students  participated  in 
|  each  event  successfully,  each  one  earned  a  Get 
<■  Fit  Fitness  Field  Day  Trophy.  This  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  event  will  be  coming  to  the  Big  Cypress 
Reservation  next. 


Ashley  Cypress  leads  her  group  in  balanc- 


Irena  Loleski 

Brighton  Fitness  Specialist  Natasha  Perez 
encourages  a  participant  through  the  obstacle 
course. 


Irena  Loleski 

Three  little  ones  work  together  to  get  the  giant 
ball  on  track. 


Proud  preschooler  Jahniyah  Henry  displays 
her  well  deserved  trophy. 
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The  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Fire  Rescue  Team:  (L-R)  Joe 
Wilinski,  Olen  Price,  Robert  Curtis,  Drew  Layne,  Jason 
Camardese,  Mike  Holiday,  David  Lugo,  Steve  Luongo, 
David  Coosia  and  Ryan  Layne. 


Tribe’s  Fire  Dept  Competes  in 
Statewide  Games 


Submitted  by  Mike  Holiday  of  members  of  other  fire  depart- 

Memhers  of  the  ments. 

Seminole  Tribe’s  Fire  Rescue  The  Seminole  team,  ha\ 

Department  started  a  softball  team  ing  won  a  tournament  after  only 
about  five  months  ago.  The  team  their  second  time  playing,  are 
played  for  the  first  time  May  15  at  looking  forward  to  representing 
the  2007  Florida  State  Firefighter  the  Tribe  in  future  tournaments. 
Games  at  the  Palm  Beach  Sports 
Complex  in  Palm  Beach  Gardens, 

Fla.  The  Seminole  Tribe  finished  -  - _ ^ 

in  seventh  place  out  of  50  other  /^^Bk 

fire  departments.  1  I  i  ■ 

On  Sept.  22,  the  team 
competed  in  the  Walter  \ 

Broadhead  Benefit  A 

Tournament  at  the  \  f  i_  ■ 

Pompano  Beach  f  ||B^M f 

Sports  Complex  in  f  j  5u  j^BAV  |fp 

honor  of  the  fallen  i 

firefighter  from  the  I  ^B,1 

Deerfield  Beach  Fire  1 

Department.  In  addi-  ‘  ' 

tion  to  raising  money 

for  Walter  Broadhead’s 

family,  the  Seminole  A  ■  •• 

Tribe  Fire  Rescue 
team  took  first 
place  out  of 

mostly  v 

comprised r>' 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


r  i  U  >  LI  1/1  I  v  I 

Sports '  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  *  Vkkopvnkv 


WVVVV  •/  ,  r  r-- 


Sports  *  Ham-pa-leesh-ke  *  Vkkopvnkv 


Any  Jail  F>**  .  *  J71  24  Hours 

Any  Time  jF  ^er9encY 

&ail  Bonds  Serving 

Fianzas  I*  |Hablamos| 

Si  I  Velasquez 

Tel:  954-463-2227  -  Fax:  954-463-2228 

521  S.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  33301 


GET  OUT  OF.  JAM 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


We  have  moved r  the  new  address  is 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33311 


•  Professional  Service 


I  MYRNA 


A  Senior  Living  Community 

1450  SW  lllh  Way 
Deerfield  Beach,  FL  33441 
■954-428-34 &D 
9S4  426  -1022  fax 

Wear  Sanches,  medxa!  f&C&ftes  am I  shopping 

ONE  BEDROOM  FLOOR  PLANS  FROM  $6 BA 
I ncludea  Utilities  -  Pool  S  Spa  ■  Clubhouses 
computer  Lab  -  Adivities  -  Health  Watch 


income  3  Ags  Restricted  55+ 


wiMw.£*a  a  il3.COM 


English  Bulldogs  F05 


*  Sfx:  Mdl«  &  Female 

*  RegisKred/Registcrdble 
(ARC,  NRC,  etc.) 

■  Current  vaccinations 

*  Health  guarantee 

*  Pedigree 


For  more  inf  urinal  ion  e-mail:  mil1_ryan@y 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Young  boxers  Samuel  Christopher  Hunter  II,  Leon  Pewo  and  Darryl  Puentes  Jr.  show  the  right  stuff. 
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Steve  Lapp 
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Seminole  Boxing  Trains  Fighters  for  Indigenous  Games 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  boxers  are 
young,  training  for  the  sport  of  US  Amateur  box¬ 
ing,  but  have  one  thing  in  common,  to  compete 
in  front  of  the  home  crowd  fans  and  win  a  few 
matches  to  qualify  for  the  Seminole  Boxing 
Team.  Milo  Osceola  is  the  manager  of  Seminole 
Boxing  and  Jimmy  Osceola  is  one  of  the  trainers 
and  spokesman. 

He  said,  “We  have  guys  that  want  to 


compete  in  the  Indigenous  Games 
next  year,  and  we  are  trying  to  put 
on  a  show  for  these  young  fighters 
to  compete  and  participate  in  so 
they  have  a  little  experience  before 
they  go  out,  [to  the  2008  North 
American  Indigenous  Games  to  be 
held  in  Cowichan,  British 
Columbia,  Canada  to  represent 
Team  Florida.]” 

The  fighters 
come  in  various 
weight  classes  and 
skills;  they  are 
scheduled  to  he 
showcased  in  the 
Nov.  24  community 
boxing  matches. 

Milo  and  Jimmy 
Osceola  both  wanted 
to  thank  the  commu¬ 
nity  for  coming  out 
and  supporting  these 
young  USA  amateur 
boxers  for  this  box- 


Felix  DoBosz 

Seminole  citizen  Leon  Pewo,  17,  Panther  Clan,  a  light¬ 
weight,  is  thrilled  to  be  in  the  Seminole  boxing  program. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Bird  Clan  member,  Samuel  Christopher  Hunter  II,  15, 
weighs  almost  140  pounds  and  takes  a  fight  stance. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Kenny  Descheenie  Jr.,  stands  with  Manager  Milo  Osceola. 


ing  program. 

They  have  a 
large  shack  facility 
set-up  next  to  the 
community  swim¬ 
ming  pool  for  the 
young  athletes  to 
train  in,  with  a  box¬ 
ing  ring,  and  a  few 
essential  training 
gadgets  for  improved 
conditioning  for 
these  fine  young 
fighters.  Seminole 
Hollywood 
Recreation  Dept. 

Assistant  Director 
Marl  Osceola  spon¬ 
sored  the  amateur 
boxing  event  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the 
local  Warrior’s  Gym. 

Little  Kenny  Descheenie 
Jr.,  10,  whose  father  Kenneth 
Descheenie  works  for  the  Seminole 
Recreation  deptartment.  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Navajo  Tribe,  was 
enthusiastic  about  the  prospect  of 
displaying  his  newly  acquired 
skills  and  is  training  hard  to  qualify 
for  the  upcoming  matches  at  the 
North  American  Indigenous 
Games. 

Seminole  citizen  Leon 
Pewo,  17,  Panther  Clan,  a  light¬ 
weight  who  weighs  in  at  around 
135  pounds,  is  thrilled  to  be  in  the 
boxing  program.  His  father  is 
Lonnie  Wright  Jr.  and  his  mother  is 
Rhonda  Bain. 

He  said,  “I’m  glad  that 
I’m  hack  from  rehab  where  I  was 
in  for  nine  months  and  I  like 
myself  a  lot  better  now.” 


He  also  wanted  to  thank  his  parents  and 
his  family  and  friends  for  their  kind  support  and 
said  they  shouldn’t  worry  about  him  now 
because  he’s  in  a  good  place.  He  also  wanted  to 
be  sure  to  thank  his  trainer  Terry  Moore  at  the 
Warrior’s  Gym  for  all  his  help  preparing  him  to 
condition  for  his  fights. 

Another  young  fighter  in  framing, 
Panther  Clan  member  Darryl  Fuentes  Jr.,  15,  son 
of  Paula  and  Harjo  Fuentes,  is  also  training  at 
120  pounds,  a  bantamweight,  for  the  bouts  com¬ 
ing  up.  He’s  been  training  hard  for  the  past  seven 
weeks  and  is  looking  forward  to  showing  what 
he  can  do  in  the  ring. 

Bird  Clan  member,  Samuel  Christopher 
Hunter  II,  15,  weighs  almost  140  pounds,  a  light 
welterweight,  his  mother  is  Aranita,  and  his 
father  is  Samuel  Christopher  Hunter  Sr.,  his 
trainer  is  Isaiah  at  Warriors  Gym  and  has  been 
training  him  for  several  weeks. 

When  he  was  asked  who  he  is  fighting, 
he  replied  confidently,  “It  doesn’t  matter.” 
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Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 
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buying  is  hassle-free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker f  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest, 
putting  you  up  front ! 


ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
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(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 
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PCA  Hosts  Halloween  Bash  Rodeo 


Calf  Roper  Clay  Lawson  makes  his  catch. 


Breakaway  Roper  Natalie  Alfonso  swings  her  loop  at  the  calf. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BRIGHTON  —  The  Fred  Smith 
Rodeo  Arena  hosted  the  final  show  of  the 
2007  season  for  the  Professional  Cowboy 
Association  (PCA)  on  Oct.  26  and  27.  Their 
next  stop  will  be  the  regional  competition  in 
Mississippi. 

Taking  place  during  the  Halloween 
festivities,  Arena  Director  Amos  Tiger 
offered  discounted  tickets  to  anyone  in  cos¬ 
tume,  and  free  trick-or-treat  bags  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  The  weekend  presentation  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Brighton  Casino. 

Taylor  Johns  of  the  Eastern  Indian 
Rodeo  Association  (EIRA)  carried  the 
American  Flag  for  the  National  Anthem  and 
led  the  Grand  Entry. 

Bareback  Rider  Brian  Street  scored 
the  winning  75  points  on  Marki  Rodeo’s 
prime  rough  stock  known  as  Hard  Rock. 
Chris  Davis,  riding  Blooper,  did  a  very 
clever  dismount,  which  landed  him  on  his 
feet  and  caused  him  to  run  backward  to 
safety  in  the  Saddle  Broncs.  His  competitor, 
Casey  Bass,  wasn’t  as  lucky,  landing  on  his 
head  and  somersaulting  to  safety  while  his 
mount  bucked  the  full  length  of  the  arena. 

In  the  bull  dogging,  Pete  Fullard 
lost  his  6.6  second  run  when  his  horse  broke 
the  barrier  for  an  added  10  seconds.  Brad 
Hart  was  holding  the  lead  with  12  flat  until 
Elton  Boney  aced  the  event  with  a  neat  five 
seconds. 

The  calf  ropers  had  a  rough  night 
with  four  misses  and  a  rope  that  wouldn’t 
settle.  EIRA’s  Happy  Jumper  made  his  catch 
and  fought  hard  but  was  beaten  by  the  clock 
in  the  final  moment  just  as  he  jumped  clear. 
Brad  Hart  had  an  unorthodox  back  leg  catch 
but  managed  to  throw  his  steer  and  tie  off  to 
win  with  13.1  seconds. 

The  Seminole  Tribe’s  Breanna 
_  Billie  made  a  clean  sweep  in  the 


Women’s  Breakaway.  She  took  the  lead  on 
the  night  of  Oct.  26  with  a  4.3  second  run, 
defeating  her  closest  competitor,  Lori 
Brinker,  whose  five  seconds  turned  into  15 
when  her  bam  burner  broke  the  barrier. 
Top-ranked  Stephanie  Sullivan  garnered  a 
“no  time”  ruling  when  she  got  tangled  up  in 
her  own  lariat. 

Josh  and  Happy  Jumper  took  the 
lead  in  the  Team  Roping  on  the  night  of 
Oct.  26  with  a  six  second  run.  However, 
they  were  bumped  back  to  third  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  by  Joey  Carpenter  and  Aaron 
Bullet  with  5.6,  moving  them  into  first 
place.  Nelson  Guiterez  and  Spunk  Sasser, 
with  a  5.8,  followed  closely  behind. 

It  was  a  tough  night  with  numer¬ 
ous  missed  catches  and  lost  dallies  by  some 
of  the  top  ranked  ropers  in  the  southeastern 
U.S.  Two  of  the  EIRA’s  up  and  coming 
contenders,  Justin  Gopher  and  Hilliard 
Gopher,  made  their  mark  among  the  big 
boys  but  were  slipped  back  by  a  five  sec¬ 
ond  penalty  for  a  one  leg  catch. 

With  52  Barrel  Racers  competing 
for  top  honors  in  the  two  night  event  plus 
slack,  the  EIRA’s  Carrera  Gopher  blew 
their  doors  off. 

It  was  a  fantastic  night  for  Bull 
Riders.  Duke  Matson,  on  Double  Zero, 
earned  80  points  for  a  first  place  win.  Matt 
Clemons  of  Okeechobee,  Fla.,  took  second 
with  78  points. 

Michael  Ruhlman  got  his  eight 
seconds  and  77  points,  but  was  stepped  on 
by  the  bull.  Fortunately,  he  did  not  sustain 
any  injuries  and  walked  from  the  arena. 

B.J.  Carter  tied  with  him  on  Smoke 
Jumper. 

The  2007  EIRA  Bull  Riding 
Champion  Justin  Gopher  had  a  tough  break 
when  the  buzzer  sounded  just  as  he  was 
thrown  through  the  air. 


EIRA  2007  Bull  Riding  Champion  Justin  Gopher  goes  for 
eight  seconds. 


(L-R)  Happy  Jumper  and  Wilson  Bruisehead  compete  in  the 
Team  Roping. 


Judy  Weeks 

Elton  Boney  took  first  place  in  the  Bull  Dogging. 

Judy  Weeks  Judy  Weeks 

Duke  Matson  works  to  free  his  hand  in  the  Bull  Riding.  Michael  Ruhlman  averts  catastrophe  in  the  Bull  Riding. 
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Great  News  For  All  Triral 
I  Memrers  and  Employees: 


TAKE $  1,000  OF  ACCESSORIES 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


lid  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  all  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  employees  really  great  deals!  That's  right, 
all  tribe  members  and  employees,  including  everyone  who 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  IN  AMERICA 
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*  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 
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works  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Casino,  can  now  get  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  150  used  vehicles. 
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January  1 4,  2 OSto 
9:00  gggn  t©  %  ©-to* 


The  Education  Department  invites  all 
0  9th-  I2lh  graders,  GED,  post  graduate  stti- 
dcnls  to  meet  with  representatives  of  different 
university,  college  jnd  technical  schools. 
Come  and  learn  about  your  options  untl  how 
jlo  prepare  for  college!1! 

Please  RSYI1  before  NcnJS  and 
B  comae L  your  Reservation  Advisors  or  Higher 
I  Education  tt  (954)  9S9-6S40,  exl  I0M(J  or 
■  10551  SEE  YOU  THERE!!!!!1! 
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Immediate  Employment  Opportunities 

Consultants  and  Full  Time  Personnel 

Positions  Available: 


Native  American  Oral  Historian 
Native  American  Cultural  Affairs  Specialist 
Administration  Assistant 

Native  American  Traditions  and  Community  Liaison 
Native  American  Reservation  Planner 
Reservation  Improvement  Personnel 

Candidate  Qualifications: 

Excellent  Verbal  and  Written  Skills 
Knowledge  of  Family  and  Native  American 
Traditions 

Knowledge  of  Reservation  Daily  Life 
Native  American  Community  Involvement 
Computer  Literate 
High  School  Diploma  -  GED 

Excellent  Competitive  Salary 
Family  Benefit  Packages 

Contact:  Heather  Phalin,  Human  Resource 
Specialist,  at  (352)  548-4738 
E-mail  resumes  to  Hphalin@elliswac.com,  Fax: 
(352)  548-4739 
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Halloween  Party  on  the  Immokalee  Reservation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  As  darkness 
descended  upon  Immokalee  on  Oct.  31, 
every  imaginable  creature,  celebrity  and 
famous  person  suddenly  came  forth  from 
the  shadows  and  entered  the  Gym  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  annual  Halloween  party. 
Immokalee  Council 
Representative  Elaine 
Aguilar  and  representa¬ 
tives  from  numerous 
departments  assisted  the 
Recreation  Department 
as  well  as  Tracey 
DeLaRosa  and  Vanessa 
Aguilar,  in  organizing  the 
event  and  decorating  the 
Gym  as  a  haunted  castle 
—  complete  with  sur¬ 
rounding  forest,  blood 
dripping  walls  and  hang¬ 
ing  cadavers. 

Partygoers 

worked  their  way  cau¬ 
tiously  through  the  scary 
entrance  and  then  out 
into  the  main  cave  with 
hanging  bats,  spiders  and 
mummies.  A  12  foot  man 
on  stilts,  a  fire  twirling 
woman,  a  balloon  sculp¬ 
tor  and  a  caricature  artist 
entertained  the  group 
while  they  dined  on  their 
choice  of  menu  from  the 
vendors. 


winning  classic  but  in  the  end  the  first 
place  went  to  Tabitha  Marrero  with  her 
Halloween  chickee,  which  showed  a 
great  deal  of  originality.  Jordan 
Rodriguez’s  cat  in  a  litter  box  grossed 
everyone  out,  but  definitely  was  a  show 
stopper  for  second  place.  Ralph  and 
Moya 


Judy  Weeks 

Originality  was  important  in  the  cos¬ 
tume  contest. 


Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress 
chose  a  seat  beside 
Immokalee  Board 
Liaison  Delores 
Jumper  who  was 
dressed  as  a  grotesque 
old  crone.  Throughout 
the  night,  he  referred 
to  her  as  his  “First 
Lady.”  From  this  van¬ 
tage  point,  Chairman 
Cypress  could  watch 
the  festivities  and  like 
everyone  else  in  the 
room,  he  was  con¬ 
stantly  guessing  the 
identity  of  animals, 
cartoon  characters, 
monsters,  beautiful 
women  and  adorable 


Judy  Weeks 

Decorated  pumpkins  in  all  kinds,  shapes  and  sizes  com- 
peted  for  first  place. _ _ 


little  faeries,  pirates,  bats,  ladybugs  and 
more.  It  was  a  night  filled  with  playful 
antics  and  uproarious  laughter. 

Lining  the  wall  were  tables 


painted  faces  to  intricate  art  works,  cos¬ 
tume  draped  pumpkins  and  special  light¬ 
ing  effects;  there  were  an  array  of  entries. 
The  judging  was  done  by  age 


filled  with  culinary  delights  that  had  been  group  with  the  following  results:  5  years 


entered  in  the  cake  decoration  contest 
sponsored  by  Immokalee  Board  Liaison 
Delores  Jumper  and  her  Administrative 


Assistant  Edward  Aguilar.  A  great  deal  of  Mora;  10-13  years  old:  1.  Lily  Mora,  2. 


artistic  talent  and  creative  expertise  went 
into  these  works  of  art  and  the  judges 
dreaded  making  the  final  decisions. 

Each  cake  looked  like  an  award 


Eliza  Mora,  3.  Alexis  Jimmie;  14.  17 
years  old:  1 .  Nikki  Davis,  2.  Justin 
Garza,  3.  Deidra  Hall;  18-54  years  old:  1. 
Kenny  Joe  Davis,  2.  Ralph  Escobar,  3. 


Lorena  Arteaga;  Seniors:  1. 

Martha  Davis. 

The  costume  contest 
was  divided  into  five  separate 
categories,  which  were  further 
broken  down  into  age  and  gender 
groups.  Although  many  of  the 
costumes  were  store  bought,  it 
was  obvious  that  considerable 
thought  went  into  their  selection 
and  the  room  was  filled  with  an 
extraordinary  array  of  creativity, 
humor  and  originality  with  very 
little  duplication.  Results  are  as 
follows: 

Cutest:  Ages  0-2:  Boys: 

1.  Gage  Osceola,  2.  Bradley 
Scheffler,  3.  Emmitt  Alvarado; 

Girls:  1.  Niyah  Osceola,  2. 

Makayla  Mata,  3.  Gia  Jackson; 

Ages  3-5:  Boys:  1.  Willie  Smith, 

2.  Sovann  Gonzalez,  3.  Ahmad 
Cummings;  Girls:  1.  Maya  Davis,  2. 


This  lovely  pair  stood  out  from  all  the  rest. 


old  and  younger:  1.  K.J.  Davis,  2. 

Kazmir  Joiner,  3.  Kaden  Grimaldo;  6-9 
years  old:  1.  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  2.  Aaliyah 


Caniah  Billie,  3.  Nariah  Mata;  Ages  6-8: 
Boys:  1.  Jon  Davis,  2.  Jack  Aguilar,  3. 
Brendan  Otero;  Girls:  1 .  Cartaya  Billie, 

2.  Makayla  Gonzalez,  3.  Ayanna 
Gonzalez;  Ages  9-12:  Girls:  1.  Jolene 
Frank,  2.  Ashley  Faz,  3.  Eliza  Mora; 

Ages  13-17:  Girls:  1.  Bonnie  Davis,  2. 
Nikki  Davis,  3.  Esmeralda  Billie;  Ages 
18-36:  Women:  1.  Barbara  Frank,  2. 
Louise  Billie,  3.  Janet  Mata;  Ages  55  and 
older:  Women:  1.  Delores  Jumper,  2. 
Martha  Davis,  3.  Elizabeth  Buster. 

Funniest:  Ages  0-2:  Boys:  1. 
Pedro  Martinez;  Girls:  1.  Denise 
Gonzales;  Ages  3-5:  Girls:  1.  Jayla 
Arteaga;  Ages  6-8:  Boys:  1.  Ezekiel 
Roberts;  Ages  9-12:  Boys:  1.  Nehemiah 
Roberts;  Girls:  1.  Larissa  DeLaRosa,  2. 
Vanessa  Billie,  3.  Ashley  Faz;  Ages  13- 
17:  Girls:  1.  Esmeralda  Billie;  Ages  18- 
36:  Men:  1.  Josh  Garza;  Women:  1. 
Kimberly  Alvarado,  2.  Susan  Davis,  3. 
Amy  Yzaguirre;  Ages  37-54:  Men:  1. 
Kenny  Joe  Davis;  Ages  55  and  older: 
Women:  1.  Delores  Jumper,  2.  Martha 
Davis,  3.  Elizabeth  Buster. 

Most  Original:  Ages  0-2:  Girls: 

1.  Denise  Gonzales,  2.  Jaylee  Jimmie; 
Ages  6-8:  Girls:  Janessa 
Jones,  2.  Aaliyah  Mora;  Ages 
9-12:  Girls:  1 .  Alexis  Aguilar; 

Ages  13-17:  Girls:  1. 

Cassandra  Jimmie,  2. 

Christian  Benson;  Ages  18- 
36:  Men:  1.  Michael 
Alvarado;  Women:  1 .  Leslie 
Correa,  2.  Susan  Davis,  3. 

Juanita  Martinez;  Ages  55 
and  older:  Women:  1 .  Martha 
Davis. 

Most  Creative:  Ages 
0-2:  Boys:  1.  Noe  Arteaga  Jr.; 

Girls:  1.  Gia  Jackson;  Ages 
6-8:  Boys:  Damion  Escobar, 

2.  Edward  Aguilar;  Ages  9- 
12:  Boys:  1.  Dennis 
Gonzales;  Girls:  1.  Larissa 


DeLaRosa,  2.  Lily 
Mora;  Ages  13-17: 
Boys;  1.  Justin 
Garza;  Ages  18-36: 
Men:  1 .  Joel  Frank; 
Ages  37-54: 
Women:  1.  Susan 
Davis. 

Scariest: 

Ages  0-2:  Boys:  1. 
Pedro  Martinez; 
Girls:  1 .  Madison 
Martinez,  2.  Denise 
Gonzales;  Ages  3- 
5:  Boys:  l.K.J. 
Davis,  2.  Kaden 
Grimaldo;  Girls:  1. 
Shyanna  Escobar; 
Ages  6-8:  Boys: 
Nicolas  Correa,  2. 
Jon  Jimmie,  3. 
Damion  Escobar; 
Ages  9-12:  Boys: 

1.  Kenny  Davis,  2. 
Jack 

Tahchawwickah; 
Ages  9-12:  Girls: 


Judy  Weeks 

When  this  furry  creature  laughed,  its 
belly  rolled. 


1.  (tie)  Esyra  and  Ellyse  Frank,  3.  Larissa 
DeLaRosa,  4.  Destinee  Jimmie;  Ages  13- 
17:  Girls:  1.  Cassandra  Jimmie;  Ages  18- 
36:  Men:  1.  Clint  Billie,  2.  Ralph 


Escobar;  Women:  Cecilia 
Pequeno,  2.  Lorena  Arteaga,  3. 
Juanita  Martinez;  Ages  37-54: 
Men:  1.  Johnnie  Jimmie; 
Women:  1 .  Sylvia  Marrero; 
Ages  55  and  older:  1.  Linda 
Frank,  2.  Martha  Davis. 

Immokalee 
Halloween  Decoration 
Contest 

Prior  to  the  holiday,  a 
Halloween  Decoration  Contest 
was  sponsored  by  Immokalee 
Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper 
and  her  Administrative 
Assistant  Edward  Aguilar. 

Rules  were  established  and  a 
scoring  system  developed 
along  the  following  guidelines: 

use  of  office  space, 
self-made  decora¬ 
tions,  creativity  and 
scariness. 

There  was 
an  overwhelming 
response  to  the  con¬ 
test  and  many  ingen¬ 
ious  ideas.  The 
judges  spent  long 
hours  reviewing  the 
entries  and  scoring 
them  in  an  effort  to 
make  their  very  dif¬ 
ficult  decisions. 

The  win¬ 
ners  were:  1. 
Immokalee 
Preschool,  2. 

Library,  3.  Ranch,  4. 
(three-way  tie): 
Broadcasting, 
Council  and 
Buildings  and 
Grounds. 

Immokalee 
Senior  Halloween 
Party 


This  grotesque  family  posed  for  a  portrait. 


Immokalee  seniors  enjoyed  a 
Halloween  Party  on  Oct.  24  in  their  Hot 
Meals  dining  room.  The  room  had  been 
decorated  in  the  traditional  orange  and 
black  colors  with  pumpkins,  black 
cats,  spiders  and  witches.  A  delicious 
Halloween  cake  was  served  for 
dessert. 

The  partygoers  enjoyed  five 
games  of  bingo  with  Immokalee 
Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper  proving 
to  be  the  luckiest  person  in  the  room. 
She  won  the  Regular,  Small  Round 
Robin,  Postage  Stamp  and  Full  Card. 
Breaking  the  winning  streak,  Linda 
Frank  triumphed  at  Double  Bingo. 

Raffle  tickets  were  drawn 
throughout  the  morning  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  winners:  Rachel  Billie:  alarm 
clock;  Linda  Frank:  slow  cooker;  Tony 
Judy  WeS  Sanchez  Sr.:  cordless  phone;  Maggie 
Porter:  food  processor;  Elaine  Aguilar: 
roaster  oven. 


Preschoolers  Trick  or  Treat  Across  the  Immokalee  Reservation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

—  The  Immokalee 
preschoolers  donned  a 
wide  variety  of  costumes 
on  the  morning  of  Oct.  3 1 
in  preparation  for  their 
annual  trek  around  the 
reservation  to  Trick  or 
Treat.  Their  school  had 
been  lavishly  decorated  for 
Halloween  and  they 
enjoyed  getting  ready  in 
the  spookiest  haunted 
house  they  had  ever  seen. 

Among  the  10  lit¬ 
tle  revelers  were  pirates,  a 
bat,  a  ladybug,  skunk, 
cheerleader,  witch,  scare¬ 
crow,  tiger  and  a  Samurai 
warrior.  Preschool 
Manager  Michelle  Ford, 
dressed  as  a  witch,  drove 
the  bus  and  delighted  the 
children  at  each  stop. 

Making  the 
Immokalee  Casino 
their  first  stop,  they 
were  greeted  by  the 
office  and  human 
resources  staff  in 
what  appeared  to  be  a 
medieval  forest. 
Surrounded  by  pump¬ 
kins  and  treats,  the 
children  were 
applauded  and  then  _ 

joined  the  employees  * 

in  a  group  photo¬ 
graph. 

The  next  leg  | 

of  their  journey  car¬ 
ried  them  to  the 
Administration  • 

Building,  where  the 
individual  offices 


Casino  employees  invited  the  preschoole 
medieval  forest  for  a  group  photograph. 


each  floor  were  decorated  and  costumed  way.  in 

staff  interacted  with  the  children.  A  great  Surprisingly 

deal  of  effort  had  been  put  into  making  enough,  rubber  (L-R)  Willie  Sn 

this  a  very  special  occa-  rats,  spiders  and  their  Preschool 

sion  for  the  youngsters  snakes  were  the  rating  contest, 

and  they  were  most  most  intriguing 

appreciative.  Stepping  off  to  the  children, 
the  elevator,  they  The  seniors  rocked  with  la 

squealed  in  delight  as  and  talked  to  each  of  the  costumed 
Frankenstein,  Spider-man  characters  as  they  dis¬ 
and  one  of  the  ugliest  pensed  a  bounty  of 
ghouls  imaginable  await-  treats.  Moving  on  to  the  b  ^ 
ed  them.  Gym,  Clinic,  Family  j 

Laughing  and  Services,  SPD  and 
clapping  they  made  their  Utilities  Department,  they 
way  through  cobwebs,  received  a  warm  welcome  'S' 
eerie  lighting  and  haunt-  at  each  location  where  a  •. 
ing  music  from  one  dark  great  deal  of  effort  had  '  Tk 
room  to  another  as  they  gone  into  preparing  for 
appeared  to  enter  caves,  Halloween.  The  adults 
forests  and  haunted  hous-  were  having  as  much  fun 
es.  Candy,  cupcakes,  trin-  as  the  children  at  each  stop 
kets  and  novelties  were  and  had  put  a  great  deal  of 
dispensed  all  along  the  ingenuity  into  their  decorations. 


Scarecrow  Angelo  Colon  and  Ladybug  Mercedes 
Davis  lead  the  way  off  the  elevator  into  the  land  of 
ghosts  and  goblins. 


Excited  preschoolers  line  up  to  trick  or  treat  at  the  Administration 
Building  in  Immokalee. 
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Big  Cypress  Hosts  Annual  Halloween  Party 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS— All  of 
the  service  departments  of  the  Big 
Cypress  community  worked 
together  to  orchestrate  a  fabulous 
Halloween  party  at  the  ball  field  on 
Oct.  26. 

Setting  up  individual 
booths,  each  department  provided  a 
fun- filled  activity  for  the  party 
goers.  There  were  haunted  houses, 
mystery  trails,  obstacle  courses,  ring 
toss  contests,  balloon  and  dart 
games,  party  favors  and  more.  It 
was  amazing  how  much  creativity 
and  originality  went  into  the 
projects,  which  were  very  time 
consuming  to  construct,  but 
rewarding  to  both  the  workers 
and  the  participants. 

Among  the  favorite 
booths  was  the  Dead  Man’s 
Diner,  whose  table  was  laid 
with  some  very  graphic  items 
such  as  human  hearts,  guts, 
dead  rats,  worms  and  all 
manner  of  disgusting  things. 
Reaching  into  kettles  filled 
with  abominable  substances, 
prizes  could  be  won  by 
guessing  the  contents. 

Officer  Kelly  Taylor 
volunteered  for  the  Seminole 
Police  Department’s  Dunk 
Tank,  which  drew  a  long  line 
of  ball  throwers.  Meanwhile,  a 
short  distance  away,  people 
were  testing  their  strength 
with  the  hammer  attempting  to 
ring  the  bell. 

A  clever  idea  was  the 
4-H  ball  toss  game,  which 
utilized  scooped  out  pumpkins 
for  containers.  Next  door,  the 
mechanical  bull  spent  all  night 
bucking  off  contenders  of  all 
ages  at  the  Junior  Cypress 
Rodeo  Arena’s  stand. 

There  was  no  shortage 
of  good  food.  The  Rock  Mine 
filled  the  air  with  the  aroma  of 
homemade  chili,  while  the 
Preschool  sold  desserts,  and  the 
Panther  Pit  served  traditional 
Seminole  dinners  and  fry  bread. 

The  Big  Cypress  Baptist 
Church  kept  the  grills  going  all 
night  long  with  free  hamburgers 
and  hot  dogs. 

A  carnival  included  a 
Merry-Go-Round,  Super  Slide, 

Rock  Climb,  Bungee  Cord 
Swings,  spinning  cars  and 
kiddie  rides. 

Big  Cypress  Board 
Rep.  Cicero  Osceola  invited  the 
■  youngsters  to  climb  into  his 
.  stock  trailer  for  a  hayride. 

Driving  them  a  short  distance  to 
a  cypress  head  in  one  of  the 
pastures,  he  would  stop  and  tell 
them  the  truck  was  broken 
down. 

Suddenly,  monsters  of 
all  kinds  would  come  rushing 
out  of  the  trees  and  surround  the 
trailer,  while  the  children 
screamed  in  fright  and  delight. 


A  very  pretty  little  octopus  is  nestled  in  a  coral 
basket. 


A  beautiful  little  Geisha  girl  took  third  place  in  her 
category. 


Sworn  to  secrecy, 
they  would  return  to 
the  ball  field  to  lure 
their  unwitting 
friends  into  the 
trailer  for  the  next 
spooky  ride. 

The  annual 
costume  contest 
provided  an 
opportunity  for  the 
child  in  every  one  to 
emerge.  Contestants 
competed  in  various 
age  groups  for  the 
most  original, 
scariest  and  prettiest 
awards.  With  several 
hundred  contestants, 
it  is  hard  to  beheve 
that  there  was  very 
little  duplication  and  the 
originality  was  unique.  A  lot 
of  time  and  effort  went  into 
the  selection  and  preparation 
of  the  costumes. 

While  everyone 
enjoyed  themselves  whether 
competing  or  observing,  the 
adults  became  the  most 
involved.  There  must  be 
something  about  hiding 
behind  a  mask  and  losing 
one’s  identity  that  makes  it 
possible  for  people  to  shed 
their  inhibitions. 

First  walking,  then 
strutting,  and  finally 
dancing,  the  contestants 
made  their  way  around 
the  judges.  Their  antics 
brought  roars  of 
laughter  from  the 
crowd,  which  seemed 
to  urge  them  to  become 
more  outrageous. 

Everyone  had  a  blast 
and  the  judges 
developed  headaches 
trying  to  make  the 
difficult  decisions. 

The  costume 
contest  was  divided 
into  Tribal  and  non- 
Tribal  categories. 

Results  are  as  follows: 

Tribal:  0-2 

years  old:  Scariest:  1 . 

Adam  MacElroy  Jr.,  2. 

Lazzlow  Billie,  3. 

Rylin  Osceola;  Most 
Original:  1.  Madasyn 
Osceola,  2.  Mayli 
Tommie,  3.  Jose  Puente  Jr.; 
Prettiest:  1.  Keithana  Onco,  2. 
Cyiah  Avila,  3.  Denise  Gonzales. 

3-5  years  old:  Scariest:  1 
Breanna  Bowers,  2.  Ricardo 
Rodriguez,  3.  Brandi  Osceola; 
Most  Original:  1 .  Julia  Smith,  2. 
Keaton  Billie,  3.  Thalia  Billie; 
Prettiest:  1 .  Martha  Tiger,  2. 
Harmony  Cypress,  3.  Madison 
Jumper. 

6-8  years  old:  Scariest:  1 
Eliza  Billie,  2.  Charles  Alexander, 
3.  Zoey  Puente;  Most  Original:  1. 


Little  Red  Riding  Hood  and  the  Big  Bad  Wolf  w 
quite  a  hit. 


There  were  more  than  100  scary  costumes  at  the  party. 


Arek  Jumper,  2.  Alyssa 
Osceola,  3.  John  Robbins; 

Prettiest:  1.  Cassandra 
Alexander,  2.  Thoya  Robbins,  3. 
Lindsey  Posada. 

9-11  years  old:  Scariest:  1 
Echo  Wolf,  2.  Joel  Puente,  3.  Ashley 
Faz;  Most  Original:  1 .  John  Dell 
Mclnturff,  2.  Sarah  Osceola,  3. 
Kennedy  Huggins;  Prettiest:  1. 

Sierra  Bowers,  2.  Hilary  Posada, 

3.  Natomah  Robbins. 

12-14  years  old: 

Scariest:  1.  Stevie  Billie,  2. 

Darren  Bert,  3.  Justin  Frank; 


Most  Original:  1 .  Jason  Melton  II, 
|  2.  Trent  Mclnturff,  3.  Darerick 
Mclnturff;  Prettiest:  1 .  Jean 
Capricien,  2.  Ricky  Joe 
I  Alumbaugh. 

15-18  years  old:  Scariest: 
1 .  Keith  Jumper;  Most  Original:  1. 
Brittany  Huff;  Prettiest:  1.  Robert 
I  Cypress. 

19-49  years  old:  Scariest: 
1.  Wilson  Bowers,  2.  Malon 
I  Tommie,  3.  Tommi  Billie;  Most 
Original:  1.  John  Dell  Mclnturff, 

I  2.  Sarah  Osceola,  3.  Kennedy 
Huggins;  Prettiest:  1.  Sierra 
|  Bowers,  2.  Hilary  Posada,  3. 

I  Natomah  Robbins. 

50  and  older:  1 .  Ronnie 
Billie,  2.  Lucille  Jumper,  3.  Suzie 
I  Jumper;  Most  Original:  1 .  Linda 
Beletso,  2.  Rudy  Osceola,  3. 

Teresa  Jumper;  Prettiest:  1.  Louise 
Osceola,  2.  Violet  Jim. 

Tribal  &  Non-Tribal: 
Family  Contest:  1 .  Catherine 
I  Alexander,  2.  Toi  Andrews,  3. 

I  Resha  Doctor;  King  Contest:  1. 

I  Linda  Beletso,  2.  Celesta  Osceola, 
3.  Teresa  Jumper;  Queen  Contest: 
1.  Kris  Doctor,  2.  Steven  Arthur. 
Arm  Wrestling: 

I  Heavyweights,  200  or  more 
pounds:  Men:  1.  Charlie  Cypress; 
Women:  1.  Jamie  Kirkland; 
Middleweights,  151-199  pounds: 

I  Men:  1 .  Shawn  Newton;  Women: 
i  1.  Hilda  Albury;  Lightweights, 

150  pounds  or  less:  Men:  1. 

Wilson  Bowers;  Women:  1 . 
Shannon  Ferguson;  Senior  men:  1 . 
Carter  Clough. 

Egg  Toss:  17  and 
j  younger:  1 .  Aileen 
Cypress/Caitlin  Cypress, 
2.  Sierra  Bowers/Sierra 
Kirkland,  3.  Kristi 
Rivera/Damien  Rivera;  18 
and  older:  1 .  Charlie 
Cypress/Cicero  Osceola, 

I  2.  Tasha  Bowers/Michelle 
[  Evanston,  3.  Toi 
I  Andre ws/Nicholus 
|  Andrews. 

Pumpkin 

Carving:  0-5  years  old:  1 . 
Brandi  Osceola,  2.  Shana 
Balentine,  3.  Mahala 
Osceola;  6-10  years  old: 

1.  Sierra  Bowers,  2. 
Carlene  Bowers,  3. 
Roderick  Bert;  11- 
17  years  old:  1. 
Ricky  Joe 

Alumbaugh. 


Ahfachkee  School  Holds 
Halloween  Review 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS 

—  The  students  and  staff  at 
the  Ahfachkee  School 
gathered  in  the  cafeteria 
following  the  afternoon 
session  for  a  Halloween 
Costume  review  on  Oct.  3 1 . 

Acting  as  master 
of  ceremonies,  teacher 
Orlando  Garcia,  AKA  Jack 
Sparrow,  gave  a  very 
animated  presentation  to  the 
student  body  with  his  parrot 
on  his  shoulder.  He  was 
then  joined  by  the 
Ghostbuster,  Coach  Randall 
Cleckler,  and  his  pirate 
crony,  D.J.  Tille.  A  short 
discussion  followed  about 
Halloween  and  safety  rules  for  trick-or- 
treating. 

Students  participating  in  the 
costume  review  entered  the  room  by 


Ahfachkee  students  pose  for  a  group  photo  in 
their  Halloween  costumes. 


grade  level,  beginning  with  the  pre¬ 
kindergarteners.  There  was  a  vast 
assortment  of  characters  from 
princesses  to  witches,  devils, 

werewolves,  frogs,  Ninjas, 

_ ,  soldiers  and  Frankenstein. 

Visiting  from  Hollywood 
was  Dorothy  and  her  little 
dog,  Toto,  from  The  Wizard 
of  Oz,  and  “The  Blonde 
Bombshell”  Marilyn 
Monroe. 

Passing  along  the 
procession  with  his 
microphone,  Garcia 
interviewed  the  characters 
and  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  talk  about 
what  they  were  doing  later 
that  Halloween  night.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  program, 
he  reminded  them  that  a 


Senior  Halloween  Celebration  in  BC 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  It 
wouldn’t  be  Halloween  at  Big  Cypress 
without  a  celebration  at  the  Senior 
Center.  Elaborately 
decorated  for  the 
holiday,  the  room  was 
filled  with  laughter  as 
the  seniors 
participated  in  the 
scheduled  activities  on 
Oct.  31. 

The  games 
got  underway  at  10 
a.m.  with  two  rounds 
of  Single  Bingo  being 
won  by  Ruby  Osceola 
and  Martha  Billie. 

Double  Bingo  went  to 
Mary  Miller  and 
Louise  Osceola  won 
the  Cover  All.  Raffle 
tickets  were  drawn  for 
cash  door  prizes 
throughout  the  morning 
with  10  winners.  Agnes 
Cypress  and  Alice 
Tigertail  held  the 
winning  tickets  for  the 
ceramic  pumpkin  and 
Frankenstein 
respectively. 

Luncheon  was 
served  following  a  brief 
message  and  prayer  by 
Rev.  Salaw 
Hummingbird. 

President  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  Inc.  Richard 
Bowers  spent  the 
afternoon  traveling 
from  table  to  table 
visiting  and  joking  with 
the  seniors. 


good  day  to  spend  time  with  our 
elders,”  said  President  Bowers.  “They 
were  here  before  us  and  laid  the  way 
for  us  to  follow.  Without  their 


Creativity  abounded  in  the  pumpkin  decorating 
contest. 


Seniors  enjoyed  a  good  laugh  during  their  costume  contest. 


determination  and  wisdom,  we  would 
not  be  here  today.  We  should  learn 
from  them  as  we  work  to  create  a 
future  for  the  next  generation.” 

Finally  the  moment  arrived 
that  everyone  had  been  waiting  for. 
Donning  their  costumes,  the  contestants 
paraded  back  and  forth.  It  was 
impossible  to  keep  a  straight  face,  as 
they  took  turns  attempting  to  influence 
the  judges  and  entertained  the 
spectators. 

The  room  rang  with  laughter 
at  their  hilarious  antics.  The  judges’ 
decision  was  unanimous.  Everyone  was 
a  winner  with  first  place  going  to  the 
white  faced  spirit,  Ruby  Osceola.  In 
second  place,  Louise  Osceola,  had  been 
transformed  into  a  beautiful  Geisha, 
and  the  coquettish  pirate,  Violet  Jim, 
came  in  third. 

Lining  the  pool  tables  were  a 
wide  assortment  of  ornately  decorated 
pumpkins.  They  were 
carved,  painted  and 
dressed.  There  were 
brides,  pirates,  old  men 
with  cigars  and  hats, 
women  with  necklaces 
and  curly  hair  to 
choose  from.  A  very 
clever  cat  had  been 
constructed  from  two 
pumpkins,  some  multi¬ 
colored  squash  and 
long  whiskers. 

Each  entry  had 
a  corresponding 
number  and  the 
winners  were 
determined  by  secret 
ballot.  Results  were,  in 
descending  order: 
Louise  Osceola,  Mabel 
Jim  and  Lucille 


“Every  day  is 
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Pie  in  face  volunteers  Shaun  Osceola,  Donnie  Hayes  and  Frank  Huff. 


1  MacKenzie  and  Marilee  Johns 


Truly  Osceola  is  a  winner! 
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Halloween  Carnival  Gets  the  Whole  Community  Involved 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  football 
field  at  Brighton  was  brightly  lit  on  Oct. 
27  for  the  largest  nighttime  Halloween 
Carnival  Brighton  has  ever  seen. 


Lady  Bug  Jana  Johnson 


The  costume 
judging  took  three  hours 
from  start  to  finish, 
beginning  with  babies  under 
1  year  old  and  going  up  to 
seniors  at  over  60 
years  young.  The 
party  atmosphere 
seemed  like  a  movie 
set  of  costumed 
|  I'1'  characters  walking 
4  about  the  many  food 
K  booths,  games  and 
■  P  carnival  rides  set  up 
|  |  on  the  sidelines. 

^*J  There  was  a  wide 
range  of  costumes 
■j  including:  witches, 
ghosts,  clowns,  fairy 
princesses,  vampires 


Emcee  John 
Madrigal  introduced 
the  costumed 
contestants  as  they 
walked  across  a  large 
stage  for  the  judging 
by  Seminole  Fire 

Rescue.  He  kept  9  mos.  ol( 

everyone  laughing 
with  a  lot  of  teasing 
and  joking.  People  watched  from 
bleachers,  or  many  brought  then- 
own  lawn  chairs. 

Some 

■  unforgettable  costumes 
included  Polly  Hayes 
dressed  as  an  old  robed 
wizard  with  long  white 
hair;  Dylan  Chalfant 
became  a  swamp  creature 
covered  in  thick  moss  he 
had  gathered  off  local  tree 


jE _ .  .  jr* 


Keanu  Bert  with  mom,  Angie 

branches;  the  scarecrow  costume  of 
Skyler  Burke  covered  her  identity  from 
head  to  toe;  the  princess  fairy  costumes 
.  of  MacKenzie  and  Marilee  Johns  were 
.magical;  baby  Jana  Johnson  dressed  as  a 
Cute  lady  bug;  Corvette  Billie  was  a 
witch  and  Jewel  Buck  was  a  jester; 
Samson  Gopher  was  an  odd  looking 
midget  riding  a  flamingo. 

As  the  judging  proceeded 
throughout  the  evening  there  were  games 
going  on  around  the  edges  of  the  field 
and  many  Tribal 
departments  had  a 
booth.  They  used 
the  occasion  to 
raise  funds  for  their 
special  projects. 

The 

Brighton  Preschool 
sold  sofkee  and 
raffle  tickets.  The 


Courtney  Gore  fills  plate  with  whipped  cream. 

.  Jfe  •  i  V  .2  M 


Pemayetv  Emahakv 
Charter  School  had 
a  booth  manned  by 
staff  and  members 
of  the  Parent 
Teacher  Student 
Organization 
(PTSO),  which 
raised  $935.75  for 
St.  Jude  Children’s 
Research  Hospital, 
by  selling  candied 
apples  and  glow 
necklaces.  After  the 
judging  the  PTSO 
hosted  hay  rides  at 
$2  a  person.  The 
ride  included  a  stop 
at  the  old  red  bam 


where  the  children  were  surprised  and 
scared  by  a  crazed  caped  man  with  a 
chainsaw. 

Several  Tribal  departments  had 
booths  set  up  with  games  for  attendees  to 
play.  One  of  the  most  popular  games  was 
the  pie  throw  at  the  4-H  Swine  Club 
Booth.  Tickets  wfere  $2,  which  bought  a 
plate  full  of  whip  cream  to  throw  at  a 
person’s  face  sticking  through  a  hole  in  a 
plywood  prop.  Often  it  was  the  Swine 
Club  Leader  Donnie  Hayes  who 


around  $52  a  cake  and  the  church 
members  were  delighted  with  then- 
success. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening, 
what  the  crowd  waited  eagerly  to  see, 
was  the  grand  finale  -  the  King  and 
Queen  Contest.  Costumed  women 
dressed  as  men  and  costumed  men 
dressed  as  women;  all  wearing 
outlandish,  freakish  outfits. 

One  young  lady  dressed  like 
Board  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  and 


volunteered  to  get  smeared,  and  some  of  Alice  Sw 
the  swine  club  members.  During  the  costume  1 

evening,  the  Swine  Club  used  up  all  40  many  wh 
cans  of  large  whipping  cream.  Queen  C( 

The  First  Indian  Baptist  Church  mimickec 
•auctioned  off  44  creatively  designed  he  called 

homemade  cakes  to  raise  funds  for  their  Salsa,  gi\ 
youth  prograrh.  Most  cakes  averaged 


Alice  Sweat’s  Harlem  Globetrotter 
costume  was  a  big  hit.  It  was  apparent  to 
many  who  the  first  place  winner  of  the 
Queen  Contest  was  when  James  Billie 
mimicked  a  voluptuous  Caribbean  dancer 
he  called  “Chiquita”  and  danced  a  little 
Salsa,  giving  everyone  a  lot  of  laughs. 


SPD  Hosts  Haunted  Halloween  Festivities 


nights  in  October  to  celebrate 
Halloween. 

What  a  truly  scary 
place  that  was.  A  cave  of 
rooms,  in  the  gym  made  with 
hundreds  of  yards  of  black  _  • 

plastic,  was  dimly  lit.  The 
dark  was  spooky  enough 
without  the  macabre 
creatures  jumping  out  at  you 
from  dark  comers.  It  was  a 
maze  of  winding  tunnels 
between  horrifying  scenes  of 
murder  and  mayhem,  coffins, 
witches,  goblins  and 
ghostlike  creatures. 

SPD  employees, 
their  families,  and  some 
other  Tribal  employees 
played  the  parts  of  the 
ghoulish  characters.  It  was 
first  performed  on  Oct.  26 
and  was  called  “SPD  Fright 
Night,”  and  they  were  right 
about  that.  It  was 
frightening.  There  w^s  a 
Freddy  Kruger  -scene,  a  .  , 

vampiress  in  a  coffin  and  an  ”n.  a  ' 
evil  grandmother,  among  er  y  I 

other  scenes. 

‘We  worked  on  planning  it  for 
two  months,”  said  Officer  Michelle 

orked  on  setting  up 
the  walls  for  two  nights 
e  it  opened  and 


Freddy  Kruger  scene 


Rhonda  Goodman  of  Community  Care  for  the 
Elderly  plays  the  evil  grandmother. 


on  planning  it  for  next  year. 

ifficer  Michelle  “Everybody  liked  it,”  she  said, 

/orked  on  setting  up  “About  400  people  went  through  the 

lls  for  two  nights  house.  A  lot  of  kids  got  scared.”  j« 

ore  it  opened  and  After  the  Oct.  26  opening  night,  I 

worked  through  the  SPD  sponsored  what  they  called 
light  [of  Oct.  “Halloween  Lock-In!”  to  coincide  with 
25].”  Red  Ribbon  Week.  It  was  a  pajama  party 

f  Clay  for  children  grades  kindergarten  through 

said  most  of  sixth,  from  10  p.m.-8  a.m.  Each  child  had 

the  SPD  to  sign  up  in  advance  and  bring  a 

officers  sleeping  bag  and  dress  in  pajamas, 

helped  with  There  a  DJ  played  music  for 

^  this  annual  dancing,  while  others  played  games  or 
event  and  sang  karaoke.  Then  they  settled  in  to 
they  are  watch  a  movie  before  lights  out  at  2  a.m. 
planning  Officer  Clay  said  89  children  attended 
’  already  for  this  fun  outing  headed  up  by  Clay  and 
Sergeant  Angelita  Comito. 
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Vampiress  in  coffin  at  SPD  haunted  house 

Susan  Etxebarria 

.  ,-.r ' 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  The  popular 
Brighton  Seminole  Police  Department’s 
(SPD)  Haunted  House  was  open  two 


Hangman  scene  at  SPD  haunted 
House 

- * — f — f.r 
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Hnavel  &  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call; 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  8818499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  +  Hotels  4-  Airlines 

305-445-6566  or  <866)445-6566 

Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Wynonna  Judd 
Kelly  Clarkson 
Buzz  Bake  Sale 
Keith  Urban 
Jethro  Tull 
Foreigner 
R.Kelly/J.  Holiday 
Willie  Nelson 
Bon  Jovi 
YI00  Jingle  Ball 
Miami  Heat 
Miami  Dolphins 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Congress  is  ilircaicnmg  to  terminate  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Could  your  tribe  be  next? 


nRH^AfEU  1954 


Decades  alter  Congress  stopped  it's  iriheil  termination  policies.  California  Congresswoman  Diane  Waistm 
and  some  of  her  fellow  Democrats  have  introduced  HR  2824  to  terminate  die  Cherokee  Nation, 

They  disagree  with  the  Cherokee  Nation's  Constitution,  which  requires  alt  citizens  to  have 
Indian  aneestiy  to  be  a  Cherokee  citizen.  When  Congress  threatens  to 
terminate  an  Indian  tritre  because  they  don't  like  a.  tribe's  slnnce 
on  an  issue,  all  tribes  should  feet  threatened . 

Make  your  voice  heard,  stand  up  to  this  termination  bill  dial  has  been  called 
“Ouimgeous  and  unacceptable, "  by  NCAI  President  Joe  Garcia 
Write  your  tribal  officials,  senators  and  congressmen  to 
oppose  HR  2824-  and  other  punitive  bills 
against  the  Cherokee  Nation. 


Stop  tribal  termination  now! 

For  information  and  fun \  you  tan  help,  go  to 
w  m  w.  stopt  ribaherm  iiuit  ion,  org 
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1  SEMINQIJiWAY  I  lilXiWiOOO,  R.  33314  |  FQfl  IKJFS  GALL  S  fl66  5Q2,FL*V  OR  VISIT  US  AT  WWWSLTWISH^tl^DS*^^ 

PWit*  ill  n»  Pjivni  CWi  Mniin^nrorti  «vtpwl  Pm  utf-i  h>  V  wwf  m  nny  wm  CVfe  *Mih4*rn  llt*P  hkn  bw  Vnpritfwa  <■  bannoJ  by  »'«■ 
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WE' BE  GIVING  THANKS  WITH 

MORE  WAYS  TO  WIN 

\  ptf  SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO 


hdrdlidfk 


HOLLYWOOD.  FL 


*  ROYAL  FLUSH  -  $1  MILLION  GAME  SHOW 

CHANCE  TO  WIN  THE  St 0,000  TOP  PRIZE  AT  EACH  DRAWING 
EVERY  SUNDAY  &  THURSDAY  AT  2PM.  4PM,  6PM  &  8PM 
SI  MILLION  GRAND  FINALE  *  DECEMBER  1 

2008  BMW  5  SERIES  OR  Z4  CONVERTIBLE 
GIVEAWAY  -  GUARANTEED 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  27  AT  9PM 

ADDITIONAL  $1 .000  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY  DRAWINGS  STARTING  AT  4PM 


£60,000  GIVEAWAY 

MONDAYS  &  WEDNESDAYS  •  NOON  -  9PM 

Si, ODD  GASH  OR  $500  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY  DRAWINGS  EVERY  HOUR 


$20  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY  WHEN  YOU 
SIGN  UP  FOR  A  FREE  PLAYERS  CLUB  CARD. 

FOR  NEW  CLUB  MEMBERS.  NO  PREVIOUS  PLAY  REGUIREO. 

SEE  PLAYERS  CLUB  FOR  DETAIL. 


S4Q,000  GIVEAWAY 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  23  &  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  24  •  SAM  -  6  30PM 
$500  CASK  OR  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY  DRAWINGS  EVERY  30  MINUTES 


flat  a  Flayers  Club  Mnitibdf  yrl?  Sign  up  Unlay, 
il ‘a  Isst,  easy  and  Ifki  See  Player?  Cmb  for  devils. 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrF 
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0%  APR  Financing  for  36  Months 

48  Months  on  select  models 


Ultra  Compact  Excavators 

K008-3 


By  combining  efficiency  and  precision  in  tight  w)ri< 
areas.,  the  KX- Series  compact  excavators  have  bro-kan 
now  ground  for  rental,  construction,  and  utility 
applications.  You  can  depend  on  them  for  high  output, 
strong  torque,  and  smooth,  powerful  operation. 


We  have  the  Kubota  Excavator  You've  Been  Wanting! 

Come  in  and  check  out  our  large  selection* 


Kubota 


Full  Factory  dLsjtf/p&Wl 
Parts  and  Service!  mm m' 


liVflHVIllINty  YOU  VALUE 


Turf  & 


W*  Service  All  N  yvj-* - -  — 

We  m  site  hydraulic  hoses.  MfctCtOF 


549  East  Sugariand  Hwy. 
Clewislon.  FL  33440 

863*983-4484 


WE  SERVICE  WHAT  WE  SELL! 

Restate  No#  Availing  TTtfo  ST&T  RENTALS 


.  . .  VV  *m.ti  pnPTTV#rr1.  w$jk<  ti>  nmrn.irri  fngnmj.  rfiiwflh 

Conrin^+icm  hju.p™*fl  ^nlpry  of ■  pirtayring  eUol«.  |8- 


■  $p*rol  fl*  Snpnrino  IW  1W"(. 

lairr-iiqniJ-jJ . 

1  Hi  D*  AML  i«qmrn  m  HO03jfmJll  ,DOO  b«™™d.  ■ 
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Seminole  Gaming  Hits  the  ‘Jackpot’  with  Exhibit 


Hollywood  Tribal  Council  Representative  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  proudly 
displays  a  famous  quote  by  his  mother,  Laura  Mae  Osceola. 


By  Chris  Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

Tribal  Council  Representative 
Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  spoke  with 
pride  and  enthusiasm  to  media 
and  audience  members  Oct.  19. 

“We’ve  lived  through 
segregation  and  now  we’re  in  an 
age  of  self-determination,” 

Osceola  said.  “Showing  this  is 
sharing  our  philosophy,  this  is 
also  a  cultural  exchange  of 
sorts.” 

His  excitement  was 
about  a  new  public  exhibit  host¬ 
ed  by  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  at  Okalee  Village  enti¬ 
tled  “Jackpot!  Seminole  Gaming 
From  Then  Until  Now.” 

Celebrating  the  legacy  and  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  Tribe’s  trials  and  tri¬ 
umphs,  the  exhibit  highlighted 
the  fight  for  sovereignty  over  the 
years,  all  the  way  through  the 
Tribe’s  present  day  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

The  exhibition  runs 
through  January  of  2008  at  the 
museum.  It  will  then  go  on  a 
traveling  tour  through  Tampa, 
with  future  plans  to  go  nation¬ 
wide. 

Exhibits  Coordinator 
Steven  Ast  said  the  exhibit  aims 
to  represent  some  of  the  different  “We’ve  got  a  pretty  good  smattering  of  dif- 

aspects  of  gaming,  related  to  the  Tribe.  ferent  things  fronl  bing0  to  poker  and  the  different 

ways  of  slot  machines,” 
Ast  said.  “I  hope  [Tribal 
citizens  and  others]  can 
see  where  gaming  came 
from  and  that  gaming 
has  always  been  around 
for  them  and  it  is  nice  to 
know  where  you  have 
come  from  and  the 
struggles  to  get  it.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  Executive 
Director  and  Chief 
Historic  Resource 
Officer  Tina  M.  Osceola 
said  a  lot  of  effort  and 
planning  was  involved 
in  directly  focusing  on 
the  gaming  aspect  of  the 
exhibit. 

“One  of  the 

issues  that  our  curatorial 
staff  wanted  to  tackle 
was  gaming,  because 
often  times  in  our  world, 
people  don’t  want  to 
discuss  gaming,” 
Osceola  said.  “Rather 
then  it  being  something 
that  is  out  there  and  a 

_  way  to  pay  the  bills,  we 

Chris  Jenkins  wanted  to  show  the  rele- 
Brighton/Tampa  Council  Representative  Roger  Smith  and  Gaming  Compliance  vance  and  the  history  of 
Director  Ed  Jenkins  enjoy  the  exhibition  activities.  gaming.” 
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OK  ALEC  INDIAN  VILLAGE 


;rv 


Animal  Encounters 
Wildlife  and  Alligator  Shows 

Learn  about  daily  life  in  the  Village 
See  examples  of  traditional 
Arts  &.  Crafts 


#\a/GQ£/  ‘MM 

Over  30  living  species  on  exhibit 
Endangered  Florida  Panther,  Black 
Bear,  Macaws,  Alligators  and  MORE 


Handmade  Seminole  Arts  &  Crafts 
Jewelry,  Clothing,  Woodwork, 
Baskets,  Dolls  and  much  more! 


WWW4I#Mfi®Qi0 


Located  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  hotel  &  Casino  Inside  the  Seminale  Paradise  *5716  Seminole  Way  *  Hollyr/vood „  FL 


True  Vi  ?,  km 
(cn-cr  44J]  ttlartlMHj 
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FullLetigdi 
Mirrored  Ceiling 
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Speaker* 
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Jada  Holdiness  has  had 

the  privilege  of  practicing  with  the 
Miami  Dolphins  cheerleaders  at 
their  local  training  center  this  fall 
and  has  a  few  performances  that 
she  will  be  participating  in  along 
with  them.  Jada  is  looking  forward 
to  performing  at  the  Miami 
Dolphins  vs.  Cincinnati  Bengals 
game  on  Dec.  30. 

Jada  has  been  actively 
involved  with  soccer,  Tae  Kwon 
Do,  Little  League  and  cheerlead¬ 
ing.  She  also  made  it  to  the  Flying 
Hawks  for  the  month  of  October 
at  Highlands  Elementary  where 
she  is  a  first  grader.  Her  family 
would  like  to  note  that  they  are 
very  proud  of  her  and  all  of  her 
accomplishments  and  love  her  very 
much. 

Go  Jada! 


Happy  Birthdays 


Happy  belated  birthday  to  my  princess  Zoey  Shae-Ree  Puente 
on  Nov.  2.  You’re  7  years  old  now  and  growing  so  fast.  I  am  so  proud  of 
you.  You  are  my  baby  girl.  Anything  you  need  or  want  always  call  me 
and  you  got  it.  You’re  also  my  best  friend.  Thanks  for  always  loving  me 
even  when  I  was  doing  bad  things.  Your  smile  and  hugs  got  me  through 
the  tough  times. 

I  love  you, 

Aunt  Lee 


Happy  birthday  to  Paula  Harjo,  you 
would  have  been  41  years  old  this  year.  I  miss 
you  very  much  and  so  does  the  rest  of  the  fami¬ 
ly.  I  also  would  like  to  wish  Burton  Harjo  and 
Ike  Harjo  a  very  happy  birthday. 

Love  your  mom, 

Jennie  Harjo 


New  Baby 


Happy  8th  birthday  to  Asiana  Briana  Billie.  Hope 
you  have  a  wonderful  birthday! 

From  all  of  us, 

Mom,  Stepdad,  Akol,  Akira  and  Armani 


Birthday  wishes  go  out  to  Millie  Bonnie  Jumper 
from  your  proud  parents  Natalie  Lauren  Jumper  and  Blue  Jay 
Jumper.  To  our  beautiful  daughter,  happy  1st  birthday,  Mommy 
and  daddy  love  you  with  all  our  hearts.  Thank  you  for  coming 
into  our  lives.  You  have  blessed  us. 

Love, 

Mommy  and  Daddy 


The 

4  /  ^  countdown  has 
f  begun  for  you  to 
return  to  work! 
Congratulations  Jayne,  on 
iq  your  new  baby  girl  Roselly! 
Love, 

Your  Co- 
Workers  in  the 
Broadcasting 
t  Dept. 


The  Trail  Indian  Independent  Baptist 
Church  Christmas  Program  Presents 
“A  King  is  Bom” 

Sunday,  December  9,  2007 


Lunch  at  12  p.m. 
Dinner  at  5:30  p.m. 
Program  to  Follow 


Sflminola  Edition  |  Bud.  h?  sow  sponger  InttapendBJice  Edition  |  Pu*w  h?  ajar  jsp 


Tribal  Edition  |  w*te_H2jco?_i£fc 


So  Be  Edition  | 


MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

www.milleniumlimoxom 


American  Idol  Edition  I  .22  p. 


Freedom  Edition  I  ha#  va,  200/  2 


2C07u*h&i  lowiCar  iiiPnswno«* 


Bentley  EcMsoo  2M7 1  Shier  £  Sack.  303.  ft  Pasengtr  Mercedes  Bern  |  4  Passenger 


22*Senl  2(M>7  Hummer  H2 

Eagle  1  Ed  it  inn 


t-uli  Tank  Recording 

\  Studio 

KaraiAc  1  / 

Machine  ,  /l 

Ftkfr  \  \  \ 


Over  18  Hummers,  Chmlers,  Mercedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from!  ‘TUSf6 

Starting  out  at  $55/lir  for  Regular  Limos 
$99/lir  for  Hummer  H2  Limos  and  Escalade  Limos 


,  am  w.ni 
Sound  System 


W*  [tw 


Ihc  largest  SUV  Fleet  in  South  Florida  and  the  lowest  prices. 
Fleet:  10  Pass*' tiger  Lincoln  Tuwncar,  Excursions  from  I  S/22/26 
pas  sc  fixers.  Hummer  til,  Cut  ft  Hite  Escuiitdi  2007.  Clin  tier  JOO. 

1-800-808-2062 


Nmn  lightv  Us,  Ves»  SvJe  Slot  Machine 


Weddings  *  Night  Outs  •  Airport  Port  Transfers  •  Excursions  *  Much  More  (Prims  may  he  higher  an  weekends  und  holidays) 

Fax:  954-704-9/06  ■  Email:  mitteni um}i mos @aoL com  ■  We  cover  the  fallowing  counties'  Lee,  Collier*  Dade,  Broward*  Palm  Beach 
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Happy  Birthday  Kory  Vton/Sandery  ? 


J'  would  like  to  wiyh  my 
yow  Kory  Diow  Sander y 
happy  1 8th  birthday  on/ 
December  lyt.  On/that  day  bach 
On/1989  there/ way a ymall earth¬ 
quake/  the/  day  yow  arrived/.  We/ 
lived  On/  California/  at  the/  time/, 
yo 1  can/  literally  yay  yow  yhooh 
the/  ytale/  when/ yow  were/  born/. 

When/  the/  doctor 
placed/ yow  On/  my  army 
and/ 1  looked/  Onto- yowr 
eyey  my  heart  melted/ 
with  yo  mach joy.  I 
newer  thought  I  could/ 
love/  yomeone  that 
mach  until  that 
moment  I  held/  yow  On/ 
my  army.  Even/  at 
that  time/  ay  Uttle/ 
ay  yow  were/,  little/ 
did/  yow  know  yow 
were/  my  ytrength. 

I  can/ recall  On/ 
tumey  that  got 
difficult  for  me/,  1 
would/ juft  hold 
yow  On/  my  army 
and/1  know  I 
could/  get 
through  any- 


OncpI  had/  yow 
On/  my  life/! 
tty  a/ 

momyjoh-to 
alwayy  be  very 
protective  of 
their  children/ 
from/the  moment 
they  are  born/.  Every 
cry,  bwmp  and/ 
bruise  I  alwayy 
wanted/  to  come  to 
yowr  reyewe. 

StayOng^  up  with 
yow  when/ yow  ran/ 
a/high  fever,  when/ 
yow  ytwmbled  to  take  your  firyt 
ytep.  I  cherifh  every  moment.  Ay 
yow  grew  and/ 1  took/ yow  to  your 
firyt  day  of  ychoot,  your  firyt 
play,  your  firyt  football  game, 
firyt  karate  clayy,  I  way  alwayy 
your  biggeyt  fan/.  Everyone  would/ 
bay  enjoy  every  yingle  minute 
‘ caayethey  wUlgrow  up  fayt and/ 
be  on/ their  own/.  It  really  did/ 
not  yeern/  like  it  went  by  that  fayt 
but  On/  ablOhk/  of  a  eyeherel  am 


wOyhing/yow  happy  1 8th  birth¬ 
day. 

Yow  have  grown/  and/ 
matured/  Onto  thiy  handyome, 
intelligent  young'  man/  with  a 
great  per yonallty  who  everyone 
Lovey.  I  wOyhyow  more  than/ 

birthday,  I  with  yow  yo 
happOneyy  and/  yucceyy  On/ 
the  world/  On/  everything/ yow 
ytrive  to  be  On/ your  bright 
future.  Whatever  yow 
ytrive  for  On/ life  be  the 
beyt  that  yow  can/  be  and/ 
never  give  up!  Make  your 
dreamy  a  reality.  I  have 
faith  On/ yow  yon/.  I  love 
yow! !  So  plcaye  donJt 
be  embarrwyyed 
whew  that  knee 
jerk/  mom/  reaction/ 
kicky  On/ and/ 1 
want  to  come 
yaveyow  from/ 
getting  hunt.  I 
know  I  need/ to 
let  go  a  little  ye 
yow  can/  experi¬ 
ence  life,  but  I 
can/heneydy 
yay  that  will  be 
yo  hard/ for  me 
becoAvyethen/I 
will  have  to  face 
the  fact  that  my  little 
boy  who  hay  alwayy  been/ 
my  rock/  Oy  growing/  up. 

Dion/ yow  were 
alwayy  playful,  caring/, 
yweet,  fwwlovOng/,  power¬ 
ful  and/  determined/!  I  am 
yo  happy  to  yay  yow  ytdl  are! 
Ay  yow  enter  the  heftphayeof 
your  life,  keep  your  yenye  of 
humor  when/  turney  get  challeng/- 
Ong/  and/  ay  yow  face  the  many 
choicey  the  world  hay  to  offer, 
follow  your  heart  and  take  your 
time  to  decide.  Whatever  yow  do  ; 
I  know  yow  will  do  great.  Yow 
have  a/  inner  ytrength  and 
rcyillence  that  hayhelped/ yow 
overcome  and yow  have  perye- 
vered/.  Do  not  follow  the  PATH  of 
other y,  create  your  own/  PATH!  I 
am  truly  hleyyed  to  have  yuch  cu 
wonderful  yow! ! ! 

Love  yowr  Movvu 

n 

>il 


Attention  Tribal  Citizens : 


Senior’s  Center  Christmas  Party 

Wednesday  December  19,  2007  •  All  festivities  will  begin  @  10:00  a.m. 


Seminole  Broadcasting  is  seeking  a  self-motivated  &  energetic 
Tribal  citizen  to  take  on  the  responsibilities  of  assistant  director 
in  the  department.  This  great 
opportunity  is  open  to  any  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  with  a  four  year  degree  in  busi¬ 
ness,  media  arts,  video  produc¬ 
tion,  broadcasting,  communica¬ 
tions  or  any  other  related  field. 

Applications  Available  in  Human 
Resources  Department  or  at 
www.semtribe.com 


Senior’s  Christmas  Arts,  Crafts, 
and  Yard  Sale 

Monday  December  3,  2007  •  At  the  Ball  Field.  Selling  Begins  @  7:00  a.m. 
All  Tribal  Members  are  welcome  to  sell. 

Tents  and  tables  will  be  provided,  on  a  first  come  first  serve  basis. 


WEEKIY  B  ECO  VERY  BMEllilGS  SCHEDULE 

MONDAYS  Big  Cypress 

1 2:00  Noon  livery  Week  Sober  House 


TUESDAYS 

7;30PM  Every  Week  Brighton  Sober  I  louse 


WEDNESDAYS 

12:00  Noon  Every  Week 

Big  Cypress  Sober 

House 

8:30  PM  livery  Week 

Hollywood  Admin, 

THURSDAYS 

7:30PM  Every  Week 


Big  Cypress  Sober 
House 


Press  the  following  lor  your  reservation: 
Pross  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Btg  Cypress  a  Immokeloo 
Press  3  lor  Brighton,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

rntt  him  Mr  &  nudum  5  o » 1*  e  •  m  awiMr  r*  rntn  •  ui  o*»  s«imu« »  simm 


2007  UPCOMING  EVENTS 
October  -Annual  12  Step  Retreai 
November- Ha  live  American  AA  Conle  reace 
DBcemDor-Anitudeoi  Gratitude  Banquet 

Hi  iniarmailDn  contact  Family  Sorvlces-230 J67.3400 
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Fraud 


anattorney 

understands... 


Experienced  Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
Former  Government  Prosecutor 


-  Federal  and  State  Crimes 


*  Assault  and  Battery 


■  Felonies 


-  Misdemeanors 


Probation  Violations 


■  Domestic  Violence 


■  Criminal  Record  Sealing  and  Expunging 


►  Sex  Crimes 


Prostitution 


Drug  Cases 


-White  Collar  and  Economic  Crimes. 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Free  Consultation  (954)462.1192 


The  hiring  Cl  j  Uwyvr  if  JM  nhparC j.r«T  dALiiftHt  thdl  khOifcl  nor  Ik  based  solely  £H1  Jdtviiflislrirj: 
Otfiorr  yoi  dcotk.  mA  ui  io  d  you  ti*#  vrirtwri  Intonation  iiiKJut  eni  qu^'ifipt oeJui  n  <u*3 


Se  Habla  Esparto) 


Tribal  Council 
Meets  in  Tampa 

By  Chris  Jenkins 

TAMPA  —  The  Tribal  Council 
met  at  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  on 
Nov  16.  They  passed  47  resolutions  on  the 
regular  agenda  including: 

Resolution  16:  Service  line 
agreement  (289’  X  18’)  between  Lee 
County  Electric  Cooperative  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida- Immokalee 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  17:  Service  line 
agreement  (325’  X  20’)  between  Glades 
Electric  Cooperative  and  Edna  Tommie- 
Brighton  Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  18:  Service  line 
agreement  (400’  X  25’)  between  Glades 
Electric  Cooperative  and  Rudy  Mariann 
Billie-Big  Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  19:  Grant  of 
Easement  for  right  of  way  to  Florida 
Power  and  Light  Company  for  Seminole 
Water  Treatment  Plant-Hollywood 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  20:  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  Grant  application  to  fund 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  Wildlife 
Management  Program  proposal  for  fiscal 
years  2008,  2009,  2010; 

Resolution  21:  First  Amendment 
to  the  Twentieth  Annual  Work  Plan  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  South  Florida  Water 
Management  District  by  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida; 

Resolution  22:  United  States 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  grant 
application  to  fund  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  Watershed  Management  Base 
Program  Clean  Water  Act,  Section  319 
non-competitive  grant  program  proposal 
for  the  Tribal  fiscal  year  2009; 

Resolution  23:  Hillsborough 
River  State  Park  memorandum  of  agree¬ 
ment  to  provide  in-kind  services  in-lieu  of 
mitigation  for  the  restoration  and  enhance¬ 
ment  of  selected  wetland  and  upland 
buffer  habitats; 

Resolution  24:  Kronos 
Incorpated  Sales,  software  license  and 
service  agreement,  and  depot  exchange 
support  agreement  for  Timelock 
Equipment,  software  and  related  services 
for  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  & 
Casino-Tampa; 

Resolution  25:  Engagement  letter 
for  audit  of  the  combined  Seminole 
Gaming  Enterprises  financial  statements, 
and  for  the  combined  financial  statements 
for  the  Hollywood  and  Tampa  Enterprises, 

❖  See  COUNCIL,  page  14 
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Discover  Native  America 
Pow-Wow  &  Music  Festival 

By  Elgin  Juniper 

TAMPA  —  When  they  occur,  successful  comebacks  are  always  a 
good  thing.  And  the  Discover  Native  America  Pow-Wow  &  Music 
Festival,  held  in  Tampa  at  the  Florida  State  Fairgrounds’  Entertainment 
Hall  —  located  next  to  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  —  Nov. 
16-18,  was  definitely  a  clear  success. 

The  gates  opened  at  9  a.m.  each  morning  and  closed  at  10  p.m. 
nightly.  This  much-needed  pow-wow  was  organized  by  Frank  Moore  Jr., 
Ciara  Billie-Guerue,  Wanda  Bowers,  Christine  McCall,  Britney  Yescas  and 
Oliver  Wareham,  among  others. 

“They  were  all  a  big  help,  a  big  part  of  the  success,”  said  Moore 
Jr.  “The  [Tribal]  Council  was  happy,  and  they  want  us  to  do  it  again  next 
year.” 

Seminole  Tribal  leaders  who  attended  this  immensely  important 
event  were:  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  President  Richard  Bowers, 
Hollywood  Council  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.,  Big  Cypress  Council  Rep. 
David  Cypress,  Brighton  Council  Rep.  Roger  Smith,  Trail  Liaison  William 
Osceola  and  Big  Cypress  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola. 

❖  See  DNA,  page  16 


Thanksgiving  Holiday  in  Immokalee 


Gordon  Oliver  Wareham 

Traditional  dancers  perform  for  the  DNA  crowd. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The  Immokalee 
Seminole  community  looks  forward  to  the 
Thanksgiving  holiday  each  year  when  they  set 
aside  time  to  count  their  blessings  and  reflect 
on  the  many  achievements  of  the  previous 
year.  Thanksgiving  is  a  time  for  strengthening 
family  ties  and  renewing  friendships  as  every¬ 
one  takes  time  out  of  their  busy  lifestyle  to 
relax  and  enjoy  a  bountiful  dinner  together. 

Immokalee  Preschool 

The  Immokalee  Preschool  students 
and  their  parents  gathered  at  the  Senior  Center 
on  the  evening  of  Nov.  8  for  their  annual 
Thanksgiving  Dinner.  The  hall  had  been  deco¬ 
rated  for  the  occasion  in  fall  colors  with  tradi¬ 
tional  designs,  characters  and  symbols  of  the 
seasonal  harvest. 

The  lavish  buffet  included  both 
turkey  and  ham  prepared  by  the  Preschool 
staff.  This  was  accompanied  by  generous  side 
dishes  contributed  by  the  parents,  who  had 
made  allowances  for  a  kid-friendly  menu  to 
satisfy  all  age  groups. 

Seminole  Preschool  Director  Leona 
Tommie  Williams  remarked:  “Although 
Immokalee  is  a  small  community  with  a  limited 
number  of  preschoolers,  the  families  are  very 
supportive  of  their  children,  as  evidenced  by 


Judy  Weeks 

Spencer  Aguilar  is  thankful  for  dessert. 


this  evening’s  turnout.  Your  commitment  to 
these  youngsters  helps  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
the  future  of  the  Seminole  Tribe.” 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  her  staff, 
Preschool  Manager  Michelle  Ford  said:  “We  are 

❖  See  THANKS,  page  27 


Litefoot  Wows  Ahfachkee  Audience 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Award-winning 
Native  American  actor,  rap  artist  and  motivational 
speaker,  Litefoot,  has  visited  the  Big  Cypress 
community  before,  but  each  time  he  arrives  it  is 
like  the  first  time.  When  he  and  his  wife  Carmen 
walked  out  of  then- 
motor  home  on 
Nov.  27,  the  chil¬ 
dren  at  Ahfachkee 
were  waiting  with 
anticipation. 

Last  year, 
this  member  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  of 
Oklahoma,  visited 
211  reservations  in 
40  states  and  trav¬ 
eled  more  than 
54,000  miles  in  12 
months  dining  his 
Reach  The  Rez 
Tour.  He  initiated 
his  2007  tour  this 
past  August  and  by 
December  will 
have  reached  50 
reservations  deliv¬ 
ering  a  powerful 
message  to  Native 
Americans  of  all  ages.  The  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida,  The  Pequot  Tribe  and  The  Cherokee 
Nation,  are  major  sponsors  of  this  unprecedented 
effort. 

In  addition  to  Litefoot ’s  Reach  the  Rez 
Tour,  he  has  starred  in  ten  films  and  television 
programs,  released  10  albums  and  won  seven 


Native  American  Music  Awards,  including  Best 
Hip  Hop/Rap  Recording,  Best  Male  Artist,  and  he 
was  2005 ’s  Artist  of  the  Year. 

Litefoot’s  new  album,  Relentless  Pursuit, 
will  be  his  first  major  label  release  and  will  hit 
the  stores  nationwide  during  the  spring  of  2008. 

His  very  successful 
businesses  are  making 
their  mark  in  the  music 
and  fashion  industry. 

Dividing  the 
school  body  into  two 
groups,  he  began  with 
the  pre-kindergarten  to 
fifth  graders  first  thing 
in  the  morning.  Litefoot 
is  extremely  adept  at 
adjusting  his  message  to 
reach  the  level  of  all  age 
groups  and  has  the 
unique  ability  to  make 
his  listeners  believe  that 
he  is  talking  with  them, 
not  at  them. 

The  younger 
crowd  hung  on  his  every 
word  as  he  described  his 
travels  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  while  instilling  in 
them  the  desire  to  reach 
their  potential  and  recognize  their  self-worth. 

Reaching  out  to  the  sixth  grade  through 
high  school  he  said:  “I  see  the  war  on  drugs,  but  I 
want  to  see  better  results  on  the  battle  field.  Don’t 
smoke!  Don’t  Do  Drugs!  Become  a  direct  example 

❖  See  LITEFOOT,  page  10 


Judy  Weeks 

With  his  arm  around  Lariah  Balentine,  Litefoot 
talks  to  the  student  about  the  Creator. 
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Tribune  Archive  Photo 

Who  are  we? 

Please  see  the  January  18,  2008  issue  of  The  Seminole  Tribune  for  the  answer. 


Tribune  Submission  Form 

Attention  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  and  employees:  If  you  would  like  to  submit 
an  announcement  (birthday,  new  baby,  marriage,  etc.)  or  story  idea  to  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  and  to  insure  correct  spelling,  please  fill  out  the  information 
provided  below.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  deadlines,  etc.,  please  call 
The  Seminole  Tribune  at  (954)  985-5702,  Ext.  2,  between  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
Our  fax  number  is  (954)  965-2937,  or  e-mail  tribime@semtribe.com. 

Write  Your  Announcement  Below  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


PHONE:  _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

MOTHER:  _ 

FATHER:  _ 

CHILDREN:  _ 

GRANDPARENTS:  _ 

CLAN:  (OPTIONAL) _ 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  mailed  back  to  you, 
please  include  your  mailing  address. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  _ 

DATE:  _ 


To 

wish  yo 

this  holiday  season. 

Remember  that  the  best  present 
we  can  receive  from  one  another  is 
sharing  a  blessed  holiday  with  our 
loved  ones.  Please  don’t  drink  and 
drive. 

We  must  continue  to  remember  the  men  and  women  who  serve 
in  our  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  Iraq  and  other  places  in  the  world,  and 
pray  for  their  safe  and  quick  return. 

As  members  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  we  all  have  so  much  to  be 
thankful  for  this  holiday  season.  Keep  the  spirit  of  Christmas  in  your 
heart  always  and  let  us  all  rejoice  and  celebrate  as  we  look  forward  to 
the  New  Year! 


Merry  Christmas  &  Happy  New  Year, 
Mitchell  Cypress,  Chairman 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 


Season’s  greetings!  As  we  roll  into  this  holiday  season,  let  us  take  a 
few  moments  from  our  feasting  and  merrymaking  to  reflect  on  the 
true  meaning  of  Christmas.  We  are  overwhelmed  with  commercial¬ 
ism,  telling  us  to  buy  the  most  expensive  gifts,  and  Santa’s  reindeer  and 
Grinches  are  the  theme,  ft  is  easy  to  lose  sight  of  why  Christmas  is  cele¬ 
brated. 

Peace  on  Earth  and  goodwill  to  all!  Visit  your  elders,  take  your 
babies  to  chinch  and  say  a  prayer  for  our  people  far  from  home  in  the 
military,  or  whatever  has  them  away  from  home. 

The  Seminole  people  have  been  blessed  by  the  Creator  in  many 
ways.  As  we  enter  the  New  Year  of  2008,  let  us  all  keep  our  spirituality 
true  and  we  shall  all  prosper  and  provide  a  positive  role  model  for  our 
fellow  Native  Americans. 

Merry  Christmas  &  Sho  Na  Bish, 


Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  President 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida,  Inc. 


Letters  •  Naa  k-  cnchaok-  h  ocheshfeeke  -  Nakhoce  Accntuthoyvl 


Dear  Editor, 

We  thank  the  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  for  its  generosity  in  giving  the  Big 
Cypress  RV  Resort  and  Campground  a 
complete  Thanksgiving  dinner.  We  felt 
privileged  to  stay  at  such  a  beautiful  place. 

Sincerely, 

Jim  and  Jean  DeSmidt 
Dear  Editor, 

I  attended  the  DNA  Pow-Wow  with 
my  family,  and  we  have  not  seen  a  better 
pow-wow  since  we  went  to  the  Denver 
March  Pow-Wow  two  years  ago.  We  go  to 
a  few  pow-wows  in  Florida  and  yours  has, 
by  far,  been  the  very  best,  ft  was  great  to 
see  so  many  Native  people  in  the  same 
place. 

We  loved  the  dance  competitions 
and  the  energy  from  everyone  in  the  circle 
and  in  the  stands.  J.P.  and  I  danced  with 
the  veterans  and  it  was  very  heartwarming 
being  there  in  that  circle  with  other  veter¬ 
ans.  Thank  you  for  honoring  those  who 
have  served  this  country  and  who  continue 
to  serve  and  protect. 

We  also  loved  the  humor  from  the 
emcee;  he  was  great.  Everyone  did  a  great 
job.  Well  done. 

Until  we  meet  again, 

Barbara  Dorr  AKA  Shadow  Pony 

(I  ride  a  1996  Honda  Shadow 
motorcycle) 

Orlando,  Fla. 

Dear  Editor, 

I  was  dancing  in  the  women’s  Fancy 


Shawl,  40  and  older  category,  at  the  DNA 
Pow-Wow,  and  I  really  enjoyed  my  time 
there,  and  in  Florida.  The  entertainment 
was  great  and  all  the  craft  booths  were 
awesome.  I  want  to  come  down  in 
February  for  the  Tribal  Fair  celebration. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  your  wealth 
and  generosity  with  all  the  Tribes. 

Thank  you, 

Shirley  Hill,  Siksika  Nation 

Alberta,  Canada 

Dear  Editor, 

Remembering  when  ...  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  day  I  saw  grandma  getting  up  on 
cold  mornings  making  coffee  and  sofkee 
and  cooking  bacon  and  pan  bread  outdoors 
on  open  fire.  I  remember  the  day  when  we 
lived  in  chickees  with  no  electricity,  no 
brick  walls  and  no  television.  I  remember 
taking  baths  in  a  canal  or  a  bucket.  I 
remember  the  days  when  we  had  to  go  to 
work  in  the  orange  groove  and  tomato 
farms  and  we  had  to  cut  palms/buds  so  that 
we  could  have  what  we  needed.  Those 
were  the  days. 

Now  I  hear  all  this  bickering 
about  what  they  don’t  have  and  what  is 
being  done,  but  we  all  have  new  homes 
and  new  cars.  I  think  people  have  forgotten 
where  we,  the  Seminole  people,  came 
from.  I  even  remember  when  we  received 
nothing  and  then  started  getting  $25,  $50, 
$100;  and  after  so  many  years  we  started 
getting  more. 

Yes,  we  have  now  and  it  is 
because  of  our  leaders  and  non-member 


employees  who  work  for  the  Tribe.  Some 
might  be  too  young  to  remember,  but  I 
haven’t  forgotten. 

On  the  behalf  of  myself  and  oth¬ 
ers  that  see  what  I  have  seen  and  know 
what  I  know,  I  would  like  to  say  to  the 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  David  Cypress 
and  Max  Osceola,  and  all  the  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  who  are  there  now  and  all  the 
leaders  who  came  before  them.  Thank  you 
all  for  a  job  well  done. 

Sincerely, 

Shamy  Tommie  Sr. 

Bird  Clan 


Photo  Challenge  Answer 


Willie  Jumper  and  sister  Annie  Tommie. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 

If  you  need  a  reporter  or  you  would  like  to  submit  an  article,  birthday  wish  or 
poem  to  The  Seminole  Tribune,  please  contact  the  Editor-In-Chief  Virginia 
Mitchell  at  (800)  683-7800,  Ext.  10725,  fax  (954)  965-2937,  or  mail  to:  The 
Seminole  Tribune,  3560  N.  State  Road  7,  Hollywood,  Florida  33021 


The  following  deadlines  apply  to 
all  submissions  for  inclusion 
into  The  Seminole  Tribune : 

Issue:  January  18,  2008 

Deadline:  January  4,  2008 

Issue:  February  8,  2008 

Deadline:  January  25,  200 8 

Issue:  February  29,  2008 

Deadline:  February  15,  2008 

Issue:  March  21,  2008 

Deadline:  March  7,  2008 

Please  note:  Late  submissions  will  be 
posted  in  the  following  issue. 
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New  Seminole  Tribune  Advertising  Rates 

Please  be  advised  of  following  advertising  rates  for  October  2007  -  October  2008. 

The  Seminole  Tribune  remains  your  best  advertising  value,  printed  on  bright,  50  pound  paper.  Each  colorful 
addition  comes  out  every  three  weeks  and  your  message  will  reach  more  than  6,000  readers,  including  a  complimentary 
copy  delivered  to  each  room  in  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino.  Join  us  and  see  why  The  Seminole  Tribune  is 
known  as  the  most  colorful  newspaper  in  Indian  Country. 

The  Seminole  Tribune  reserves  the  right  to  approve  or  deny  any  content  to  be  published  in  The  Seminole 
Tribune  or  refuse  an  ad  sale  to  an  individual  or  business. 


Per  Issue  -  Per  Ad  -  Full  Color  Included 


Full  Page  (12.75”w  x  20.75”h)  . $900 

Half  Page  (Horizontal  12.75”w  x  10.312”h)  (Vertical  6.312”w  x  20.75”h) . $500 

Quarter  Page  (6.312”w  x  10.312”h) . $300 

Eighth  Page  (6.312”w  x  5.093”h) . $200 

Classified  Ad*  (Placement  Fee) . $15 

(*Per  Word) . $0.25 
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Bulk  Rates 
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1  Year 

Full  Page 

(8  issues) 

$6,840 

(17  issues) 

$13,770 

Half  Page 

$3,800 

$7,650 

Quarter  Page 

$2,280 

$4,590 

Eighth  Page 

$1,520 

$3,060 

Classified 

$114 

$229 

Payment  in  full  is  required  in  order  to  obtain  discounted  bulk  rate 

Ad  Submissions 
Send  completed  ad  design  to 
msherman@semtribe.com  or 
mail  to  3560  North  State  Road  7, 
Hollywood,  Florida,  33021, 
attention:  Seminole  Tribune. 
Digital  artwork  must  be  PC 
compatible  in  uncompressed 
tif,  pdf,  psd,  ai,  eps,  or  jpg. 
Resolution  must  be  at  300  DPI. 
No  faxed  artwork  or  com¬ 
pressed  files,  please. 

Items  not  meeting  these 


We  except  cash,  check  or  credit  card 


specifications  will  be 
redesigned  and  will  incur 
design  fees. 

Ad  Design  Services 
Let  us  design  your  ad!  If 
you  don’t  have  the  design 
resources  we  can  design  your  ad 
for  you.  Just  send  us  your  art¬ 
work,  logos,  and  content. 

The  rate  is  $45  per  hour  with 
one  hour  minimum,  rush  rate  is 
$65  per  hour.  (954)  985-5702  x  4 
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Chris  Jenkins 

The  Tribal  Coucil  cuts  the  ceremonial  ribbon.  (L-R)  Brighton  Rep.  Roger  Smith,  Hollywood  Rep.  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  BC  Rep.  David  Cypress  and  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr. 


Ribbon  Cutting  Held  for  Tampa 
Hard  Rock  Expansion  Project 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

TAMPA  —  The  $120  million  dol¬ 
lar  casino  complex  expansion  of  the  Tampa 
property,  at  the  comer  of  Hillsborough 
Blvd.  and  Orient  Rd.,  celebrated  its  grand 
opening  with  a  special  ribbon  cutting  cere¬ 
mony  on  Nov.  16  at  1  p.m. 

The  enthusiastic  ceremony  took 
place  at  the  all-new  WonderWall.  One 
press  release  describes  it  as  “an  intriguing, 

$2  million  dollar  interactive  water  feature 
composed  of  crystalline  water  and  a  state- 
of-the-art  projection  system  which  embla¬ 
zons  video  onto  the  sheeting  water,  as  it 
runs  down  its  clear  walls.” 

The  WonderWall  is  located  under¬ 
neath  the  staircase  just  to  the  south  of  the 
vast  gaming  floor,  beside  the  Whammy 
Bar.  The  wall  is  outfitted  with  a  giant 
chandelier  and  skylights  above  it,  which 
moves  in  a  semicircle  together  with  the 
grand  stairway,  and  links  up  with  the 
expanded  casino  floor,  the  new  restaurants, 
and  other  sparkling  amenities. 

And  as  Vicki  Kuracka,  director  of 
marketing  and  research  for  the  Tampa 
Hard  Rock  pointed  out,  “the  planning  of 
the  grand  opening  ceremony  was  a  very 
detailed  process  and  required  the  assistance 
of  several  departments.” 

Planning  for  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony, 
noted  Kuracka,  was  started  back  in  June,  when  a 
Grand  Opening  Committee  was  formed.  This  included 
marketing,  corporate  marketing,  an  executive  team,  a 
media  agency,  an  advertising  agency  and  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  firm. 


Manager  of  Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock  John 
Fontana,  who  emceed  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony, 
was  also  involved  in  the  fervent  dynamics  behind  the 
$120  million  dollar  expansion. 

“I’m  blessed  with  the  finest  casino  staff,  I 
believe,  in  the  world,”  acknowledged  Fontana  during 
the  ceremony.  “They  are  some 
hard-working,  talented,  and 
dedicated  people  who  come 
here  and  make  what  you  see 
happen  everyday.  This  is  a  very 
large  and  complicated  business, 
and  they’re  so  very  good  at 
what  they  do.” 

There  were  1,100  new 
gaming  machines  added  to  the 
gaming  floor,  increasing  the 
total  number  of  games  to  3,180. 

Previously  popular  games  with 
titles  such  as:  Wheel  of  Gold, 

Wheel  of  Fortune,  Double 
Diamond  and  Triple  Diamond 
will  now  take  their  place  beside 
newer  games  such  as:  Twelve 
Times  Pay,  Double  Four  Times 
Pay,  I  Dream  of  Jeanie, 

Twilight  Zone,  and  Lucky 
Wheel. 

Three  new  restaurants 
were  added  to  the  casino  com¬ 
plex  as  well.  These  are  Council 
Oak  Steaks  &  Seafood,  a  fine 
dining  steakhouse;  Fresh 
Harvest,  with  its  seven  live- 
action  kitchens  preparing  cui¬ 
sine  to  order;  and  the  Whammy 


Bar,  a  one-of-a-kind  comer  bar,  which  provides  light 
fare. 

According  to  a  fact  sheet  provided  by  the 
Tampa  Hard  Rock,  the  expanded  gaming  facilities  now 
have  interactive  memorabilia,  concerning  important 
artifacts  and  of  course,  the  artists  behind  them.  These 
valuable  pieces  of  rock  ‘n’  roll  history  are  now  fur¬ 
nished  with  “musical  selections  either  by  the  musician 
or  by  another  musician  who 
inspired  the  artist,  photos  of  the 
artists  or  locations  and  video 
clips.” 

Seminole  Tribal  leaders 
participating  in  this  exceptional 
ribbon  cutting  ceremony  were: 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 
President  Richard  Bowers  Jr., 
Hollywood  Council  Rep.  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.,  Big  Cypress  Council 
Rep.  David  Cypress,  Brighton 
Council  Rep.  Roger  Smith,  and 
community  leader  Bobby  Henry, 
who  delivered  a  heartfelt  invoca¬ 
tion  in  Mikasuki.  The  abundantly- 
esteemed  Seminole  Color  Guard 
was  also  on  hand  for  the  occasion. 

“We  just  want  to  thank 
everybody  for  supporting  us 
throughout  Florida,  throughout 
Tampa,  and  in  Hollywood,  mak¬ 
ing  sure  we  continue  to  progress,” 
stated  President  Bowers.  “With 
this  expansion,  with  John 
Fontana’s  staff,  we’d  like  to  com¬ 
mend  him  for  all  he  has  done  for 
the  Tribe  and  the  Tampa  area.” 

“This  is  the  No.  1  gaming  facility  in  the 
world  and  that’s  not  just  because  of  the  staff,  but 
because  of  all  the  patrons  here,”  declared  Hollywood 
Council  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola,  Jr.  “We’re  No.  1, 
because  you’re  number  No.  1 . 1  want  to  give  thanks 
for  all  people  for  coming  here  to  share  in  this,  and  for 
making  us  all  No.  1  ...  and  let’s  all  rock  on!” 


Hard  Rock  Donates  to  Children  ?v  Charity 


Chris  Jenkins 


During  the  ceremony,  the  Tampa  Seminole  Hard  Rock  donated  $5,000 
to  Global  Angels,  an  international  children’s  charity. 


History  Museum  Debuts  Seminole  Exhibit 


Browning,  as  well  as  many  of  the  event’s 
other  speakers,  took  time  to  thank  everyone  that  had  a 
part  in  the  planning  and  realization  of  the  exhibit. 
Many  names  were  mentioned,  and  it  helped  to  convey 
how  much  work  went  into  the  exhibit. 

Also  on  hand  to  welcome  the  guests  was 

Tribal  Director  of  Museums  Tina  M. 
Osceola,  and  a  representative  of  the 
Tribe’s  Historic  Preservation  Office. 
Osceola  expressed  the  Tribe’s  pleas¬ 
ure  with  the  exhibit. 

“This  is  definitely  a  good 
example  of  the  partnership  between 
native  Tribes  here  in  this  state  and 
our  state  government  and  the  non- 
Tribal  people  who  make  up  this 
wonderful  state  we  all  enjoy,” 
Osceola  said. 

In  a  separate  interview  after 
her  opening  remarks,  Osceola  spoke 
about  the  exhibit’s  ability  to  reach 
new  groups  of  people. 

“One  of  the  benefits  that 
the  Tribe  has  to  reap  from  an  exhibit 
like  this,  is  the  fact  that  the  knowl¬ 
edge  is  going  to  be  shared  with  peo¬ 
ple  who  . . .  may  not  be  able  to  get 
down  to  Big  Cypress  or  to 
Hollywood  to  visit  our  museums 
Robert  Zerbe  down  there,”  Osceola  said. 


By  Robert  Zerbe 

TALLAHASSEE  —  The  exhibit,  Seminole 
People  of  Florida:  Survival  and  Success,  saw  its  grand 
opening  on  Nov.  15  at  the  Museum  of  Florida  History. 

The  exhibit,  which  will  run  through  June  1, 
2008,  drew  a  large  crowd.  Many  people  showed  up  for 


A  museum  patron  admires  the  exhibit. 


a  pre-opening  lecture  by  Dr.  Brent 
Weisman  from  the  University  of  South 
Florida,  and  of  course,  to  see  the  new 
exhibit  itself. 

Wanda  Richey,  part  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  the  museum,  said  she  thinks  the 
exhibit  will  be  popular  with  the  public.  “I 
think  that  we’re  going  to  get  a  good 
[amount  of]  visitation,”  Richey  said. 

Richey  said  other  museum  pro¬ 
grams  will  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
exhibit,  such  as  their  Second  Saturday 
Family  Program,  and  more  lectures. 

Museum  Director  Dr.  Jeana 
Brunson  welcomed  everyone  to  the  exhibit 
opening.  She  said  the  Seminole  exhibit  is 
the  “most  significant”  of  all  exhibits  the 
museum  has  shown  in  its  30  year  history. 

“We’re  really  pleased  to  have 
worked  with  so  many  people  to  be  able  to 
create  and  produce  this  exhibit  for  you,” 
Brunson  said. 

Secretary  of  State  Kurt  Browning 
provided  a  few  words  at  the  opening, 
informing  the  audience  that  the  exhibit  was 
special  to  him  because  a  Seminole  jacket 
that  his  grandmother  gave  him  is  on  dis¬ 
play. 

“I  am  thrilled  that  that’s  in  there 
and  I  hope  you  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I  have 
and  continue  to,”  Browning  said. 


Robert  Zerbe 

Director  of  Museums  Tina  M.  Osceola  speaks  to  the  crowd. 


Criminal  Defense 


DUl 

VOP 

Felony  &  Misdemeanor 
Domestic  Violence 

FAMILY  LAW 
child  Support 
Traffic  Tickets 


606  West  Sugarland  Hwy. 
Clewiston.  Florida 


The  Law  Office  of 

Joseph  “Jody"  M.  Hendry,  II 

863-983-LAWS  (5297) 


STETSON  O  IUCCHESE  O  TONY  LAMA  O  JUSTIN  O  WRANGLER  O  ROPER  C 
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Seminole  Citizen  Explores  Kung  Fu  from  its  Chinese  Birthplace 


Everett  Osceola  Performs  for  Martial  Arts  Grand  Master  Wong  Gong 


By  Everett  Osceola 

CHINA  —  My  trip  to  China  in  November 
had  been  in  the  making  for  five  years  with  my  kung  fu 
school,  John  Wai’s  Kung  Fu  Academy.  I  was  blessed 
to  have  the  best  teachers,  who  were  diverse  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  styles  of  martial  arts. 

I  started  with  the  school  about  six  years  ago, 
going  off  and  on,  but  still  my  energy  and  heart 
belonged  to  Choy  Lay  Fut,  a  southern  style  of  kung  fu 
from  China.  Over  the  years  I  trained  with  grand  mas¬ 
ters  and  learned  the  form  of  Dragon  Dance  from  the 
top  teachers  of  Hong  Kong. 

Later,  I  trained  with  a  Shoalin 
Monk,  thanks  to  my  Sifu 
(teacher)  John  Wai  and  his 
school. 

One  of  the  grand 
masters  I  studied  under,  Grand 
Master  Wong  Gong,  is  consid¬ 
ered  a  living  treasure  in  the 
Jiangmen  Province  of  southern 
China.  I  was  taught  the  single¬ 
double  ended  staff  a  long  form 
of  122  different  movements 
within  the  form.  Earlier  this 
year,  my  Sifu  made  an 
announcement  for  the  trip  to 
China  for  Wong  Gong’s  80th 
birthday  celebration. 

Sifu  John  Wai  made 
all  the  arrangements  to  visit 
China’s  cities  of  Beijing, 

Shenzhen,  Jiangmen,  and 
Hong  Kong.  Sifu  had  a  big 
surprise  for  us,  not  only  did 
we  perform  at  Wong  Gong’s 
birthday  in  Jiangmen,  but  we 

also  had  the  opportunity  to  see  (L-R)  Everett  Osceola 
the  birthplace  of  Choy  Lay 
Fut,  the  unique  martial  arts 
style  we  train  in. 

We  started  off  in  Beijing,  the  capital  of 
China,  seeing  the  famous  Great  Wall  of  China  for  the 
very  first  time.  It  was  an  experience  of  walking  up 
pathways  and  stepping  on  stones  that  were  more  than 
a  thousand  years  old  and  getting  to  the  top  of  one  of 
the  structures  and  wondering  how  this  was  all  built  so 
many  years  ago.  The  next  day  we  went  to  Tiananmen 
Square,  learning  about  the  tragic  time  in  1989  when 
peaceful  protesters  were  killed  in  front  of  Tiananmen 
Square  by  soldiers  and  tanks. 

Afterwards,  we  went  into  The  Forbidden  City. 
The  city  was  only  built  for  the  emperor  and  his 
entourage  to  exclusively  live  in.  It  only  recently 
opened  its  huge  doors  for  the  public  to  visit.  We  were 
able  to  see  the  different  entryways  to  the  Forbidden 
City  and  realize  the  importance  of  each  structure  and 
for  what  purpose  it  served  the  emperor. 

After  Beijing,  my  group  hopped  onto  a  plane 
for  the  city  of  Shenzhen.  When  we  reached  Shenzhen, 
a  lot  of  people  in  our  group  said  it  looked  similar  to 
South  Miami.  We  spent  two  days  there,  resting  and 
relaxing,  before  we  headed  to  Jiangmen  for  the  big 
birthday  celebration. 

In  Jiangmen  we  settled  at  a  five  star  hotel 
called  the  Yucca  Hotel.  We  also  met  up  with  another 
Sifu,  Grand  Master  Doc-Fai  Wong  and  the  students 
from  his  school  in  California.  They  were  also  perform¬ 
ing  at  the  birthday  banquet. 

Early  the  next  day,  we  traveled  to  King  Mui 
Village  —  the  birthplace  of  Choy  Lay  Fut.  Here  we 
saw  where  the  founder  of  Choy  Lay  Fut,  Chan  Hueng, 


lived  more  than  150  years  ago.  We  walked  down  nar¬ 
row  cobbled  streets  to  find  the  very  first  school  of 
Choy  Lay  Fut.  Along  with  Doc-Fai  Wong’s  school  we 
paid  homage  to  Chan  Heung  and  the  teachers  he 
taught  to  keep  Choy  Lay  Fut’s  style  alive  today. 

The  people  who  live  in  this  small  village 
were  very  humble  and  treated  us  very  warmly,  a  feel¬ 
ing  I  have  not  felt  in  a  long  time.  Even  though  they 
were  struggling  with  their  lives  and  their  clothes  were 
tattered,  they  were  rich  in  history,  genuinely  happy 
and  always  looking  out  for  one  another.  This  was  one 


Submitted  by  Everett  Osceola 

and  Choy  Lay  Fut  Grand  Master  Wong  Gong. 


Submitted  by  Everett  Osceola 

(L-R)  Sifu  John  Wai  and  student  Everett  Osceola. 


Submitted  by  Everett  Osceola 

(L-R)  Osceola  and  US  Grand  Master  Doc  Fai-Wong. 


happy  place  I  visited  that  I  will  never  forget. 

Later  that  night  in  Jiangmen,  the  big  event 
took  place,  Wong  Gong’s  birthday  banquet.  Our  group 
packed  in  a  bus  and  went  to  a  very  high-class  banquet 
hall.  We  heard  peaceful  folk  music  and  we  were 
served  fine  traditional  foods. 

What  impressed  me  is  that  there  were  more 
than  a  thousand  people  at  this  event  for  Wong  Gong’s 
birthday,  coming  from  22  different  countries  around 
the  globe.  When  it  was  time  for  our  performance,  six 
students  from  my  school,  including  myself,  took  the 
stage  in  front  of  Wong  Gong  and  the  rest  of  the  audi¬ 
ence.  We  performed  our  skills  and  wowed  the  audi¬ 
ence.  We  were  so  well  liked  that  a  gang  of  people 
wanted  me  to  sign  their  program  books  and  take  pho¬ 
tos  with  me;  it  was  very  cool.  After  our  group  shared 
a  private  ceremony  with  Wong  Gong,  we  left 
Jiangmen  and  headed  to  the  famous  and  exciting  city 
of  Hong  Kong. 

In  Hong  Kong,  we  spent  a  few  days  shopping 
and  meeting  my  Sifu’s  family,  who  still  live  there.  I 
took  everybody  in  my  group  to  the  Hong  Kong  Hard 
Rock.  Some  people  in  my  group  decided  to  go  shop¬ 


ping,  while  others  checked  out  the  local  Buddhist 
Temple.  I  went  to  see  the  big  tourist  attraction,  the  leg¬ 
endary  Bruce  Lee’s  statue  overlooking  the  harbor. 

Hong  Kong  was  a  great  way  to  end  a  long 
and  very  enlightening  journey  through  China,  all  in 
all,  everyone  had  a  good  time  in  Hong  Kong. 

This  journey  into  China,  its  places,  his¬ 
tory,  and  people,  is  something  I  could  have 
never  imagined  doing.  How  many  martial  artists 
can  say  they  rubbed  shoulders  with  grand  mas¬ 
ters  along  with  seeing  the  place  where  the  style 
was  founded?  Not  many. 

Martial  arts,  in  my  opinion,  are  a 
lifestyle  in  themselves.  If  you  have  respect  for 
it,  it  will  have  respect  for  you.  This  kind  of  goes 
along  the  lines  of  what  Bruce  Lee  said:  “Any 
knowledge,  ultimately  means  self-knowledge,” 
and  I  learned  a  lot  about  myself  performing  in 
front  of  the  grand  master,  meeting  the  people  of 
King  Mui  Village,  being  a  part  of  history  by 
climbing  the  steps  of  the  Great  Wall,  and  more. 

For  those  out  there  who  play  basket¬ 
ball,  football,  soccer,  or  those  who  are  artists  or 
painters,  I  suggest  they  stick  to  pursing  whatev¬ 
er  makes  them  happy;  you  never  know  were  it 
might  lead  you.  For  myself,  it  led  me  to  China 
and  if  you  ask  anyone  I  grew  up  with,  they  will 
tell  you  that  is  all  I  ever  thought  about  or  talked 
about  while  growing  up. 


So  thank  you  Sifu,  for  the  experience  that  I 
will  never  forget.  To  my  family,  who  told  me  to  go 
when  I  was  having  second  thoughts,  and  my  mom, 
who  took  me  to  my  first  Kung  Fu  movie  and  pushed 
me  when  I  was  younger  to  train  to  do  what  you  used 
to  say:  “Stick  with  it.” 


Submitted  by  Everett  Osceola 

Osceola  stands  about  face  at  this  Chinese  pagoda. 


Submitted  by  Everett  Osceola 

Osceola  (C)  and  his  fellow  Choy  Lay  Fut  classmates  at  the  Temple  of  Heaven  in  Beijing. 
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Veterans  and  others  alike  lined  up  in  front  of  The  Wall,  the  most  visited  memorial  in  all  of  Washinton,  DC,  to  commemorate  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  memorial. 


Seminole  Vietnam  Veterans  Honored  in  Washington  at  Memorial  Wall 


National  Memorial  Celebrates  25th  Year 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  official  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  Wall  stated:  “In  the  aftermath  of  America’s 
longest  war,  it  seemed  as  if  the  nation  simply  wanted 


to  forget  the  war  had  ever  happened.  Throughout  the 
1970s,  Vietnam  veterans  were  cast  aside  and  forgot¬ 
ten  by  the  country  for  which  they  had  fought  and 
died. 

“A  decade  later  a  group  of  Vietnam 
Veterans  and  their  supporters  began  steps  to  right 
this  injustice.  They  successfully  won  the  right  to 
erect  a  national  memorial  honoring  those  who 
served  and  sacrificed  in  Vietnam.” 

On  Nov.  10,  Vietnam  veterans  and  their 
families  celebrated  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  The  Wall,  the  Vietnam  War  Memorial, 
designed  by  Maya  Lin.  The  memorial  is  located  on 
the  National  Mall  adjacent  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  as 
a  tribute  to  honor  the  servicemen  and  women  who 
died  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

What  really  makes  this  monument  unique  is 
the  fact  that  more  than  58,000  names  are  inscribed 
on  the  black  granite  wall  for  visitors  to  somberly 
view.  An  additional  list  of  names  also  is  being  added 
annually  from  Vietnam  vets  succumbing  to  war- 
related  complications. 

Patriotic  speeches  honoring  the  tough  and 
on  going  struggles  of  Vietnam  War  veterans  and 
their  dedication  and  sacrifices  were  presented  to  the 
thousands  of  assembled  veteran  groups.  Military 
bands  and  a  chorus  of  young  women  sang  national 
songs  to  get  the  crowds  pumped  up  before  the  big 
parade  got  underway. 

Seminole  Color  Guard  spokesman  and 
Vietnam  veteran  Stephen  Bowers  organized  this  event 
for  Seminole  Veterans  and  their  families.  Bowers  is 
also  a  lifetime  member  of  Fort  Lauderdale’s  WA 
Chapter  23. 

On  a  cloudy,  windy  and  cold  day  at  the 
National  Mall,  with  his  bad  knee  screaming,  Bowers 
proudly  marched  with  his  group  of  vets,  holding  the 
Seminoles  Veteran  Flag  tightly  against  his  chest  for 
the  three  hour  patriotic  parade  down  Constitution 
Avenue  and  ending  at  The  Wall. 

“It’s  a  great  day  for  all  veterans  that  served  in 
Vietnam,”  Bowers  said.  “All  these  veterans;  It  reminds 


Felix  DoBosz 

(L-R)  Joe  McCain  and  Stephen  Bowers. 


Felix  DoBosz 

The  Tribal  group  at  The  Wall:  (Front  Row,  L-R)  Elizabeth  Bates,  Stephen  Bowers,  Archie  Johns,  Julie  and 
Joe  Lester  John,  (Back  Row,  L-R)  Jack  Smith  Jr.,  Sammy  Gopher  and  Coleman  Josh  and  wife  Dorothy. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Stephen  Bowers  (C)  waves  the  Seminole  Veterans  flag  proudly  as  he  continues  down  the  parade  route. 


me  of  the  opening  of  the  National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian,  when  we  were  here  back  in  2004. 

All  I  can  see  is  thousands  of  flags  representing  the 
United  States,  flags  representing  the  different  branches 
of  the  military  and  units  of  the  Army,  Marine  Corps, 
Air  Force  and  the  Navy;  it’s  just  awesome.” 

The  parade  was  led  by  vets  representing  their 
motorcycle  groups,  including  the  Nam  Knights  of 
America,  MD  Chapter.  About  100  riders  on  big  Harley 
Davidsons  revved  it  up  as  hundreds  of  veteran  organi¬ 
zations  from  across  the  nation  followed  behind  with  a 
grand  parade  of  flags,  banners,  patriotic  floats,  march¬ 
ing  bands  and  marching  Vietnam  Veterans.  There  were 
also  smiling  spectators  lining  both  sides  of  the  side¬ 
walk,  some  shouting  support  and  applauding  the  Vets 
with  calls  of  “Welcome  Home”  and  waving  handheld 
Old  Glory’s. 

Later  that  evening,  at  the  Hilton  Crystal  City 
at  Reagan  National  Airport  in  Arlington,  Va.,  The 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  proudly  sponsored  and 
hosted  a  Welcome  Home  Dinner  for  the  Seminole  vet¬ 
erans  and  Vietnam  veterans  from  Fort  Lauderdale’s 
WA  Chapter  23,  and  sister  branch  locations.  While 
invited  guests,  vets  and  loved  ones  dined  on  a  deli¬ 
cious  gourmet  dinner,  they  were  treated  to  large  screen 
display  of  several  hundred  photos  of  the  25th 
Anniversary  parade  event  they  had  eagerly  participat¬ 
ed  in  earlier  that  day. 

Vietnam  Veteran  Joe  Day  introduced  her 
warmly  as  the  good  colonel,  but  with  her  dynamic 
personality  everyone  who  she  meets  would  agree  she 
should  be  a  general.  Connie  Christensen,  LTC  AN 
USAR  (Retired),  and  current  President  of  WA 
Chapter  23,  were  both  excited  to  welcome  everyone  to 
the  evening  festivities  and  grand  dinner. 

Christensen  said  with  a  radiant 
smile:  “I’d  just  like  to  say  that  we  are 
delighted  that  all  of  you  have  joined  us 
here  tonight  . . .  we’ve  got  the 
Massachusetts  group,  we’ve  got  the 
Michigan  group  and  we  have  the 
Seminoles  that  have  become  such  a  vital 
part  of  our  organization,  and  a  happy 
birthday  to  the  Marine  Corps  —  232 
years.” 

Stephen  D.  Bowers,  Tribal  liaison 
of  the  Governor’s  Council  on  Indian 
Affairs,  was  presented  with  an  inscribed 
glass  trophy  for  his  dedication  and  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Vietnam  Veterans  of 
America  Chapter  23. 

Bowers  said,  “Welcome  home 
brothers,”  before  he  introduced  each  of  the 
Seminole  vets  seated  at  their  table,  to 
warm  applause  from  the  audience.  As 
Bowers  said  their  name,  each  vet  stood  up 
and  waved  back  to  the  audience.  Those  in 
attendance  were:  Sammy  Gopher,  Jack 
Smith  Jr.,  Joe  Lester  John  and  wife  Julie, 

Coleman  Josh  and  wife  Dorothy,  Archie 
Johns  Sr.,  and  daughter  Monica,  and 
Stephen  Bowers’  girlfriend,  Elizabeth 
Bates. 

Bowers  spoke  to  the  assembled 
audience  with  compassion,  saying  that  it 
was  a  great  honor  to  be  there  and 
explained  sadly  why  so  many  Florida 
Seminole  veterans  decided  not  to  come  to 
Washington,  D.C.  because  of  fragile  health 
issues  and  the  cold,  rainy  weather.  He  said 
he  hoped  everyone  would  enjoy  the  spe¬ 
cial  video  that  the  vets  were  to  view,  pro¬ 
duced  about  ten  years  ago  by  the  video 
department  of  Haskell  Indian  University  in 
conjunction  with  Seminole  Broadcasting. 

The  invited  audience  got  to  see  a 
little  visual  history  of  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida  and  interesting  interviews  with 
an  assortment  of  Seminole  veterans  from 
the  Tribe.  In  these  interviews,  they  shared 


memories  and  described  what  their  military  experi¬ 
ences  and  hardships  were  like  during  the  Vietnam  Era. 
Some  of  the  vets  that  participated  in  this  fine  docu¬ 
mentary  and  sharing  their  heartfelt  stories  were: 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  Andrew  Bowers,  Stephen 
Bowers,  Dan  Osceola  and  Paul  Bowers. 

On  the  next  day,  Nov.  11,  the  nationally- 
observed  Veteran’s  Day,  the  Seminole  veterans  and 
loved  ones  boarded  a  bus  for  a  five  hour  tour  of 
Washington,  D.C.’s  landmarks.  The  first  stop  was  the 
new  Vietnam  Soldiers  Memorial,  followed  by  The 
Wall,  which  was  close  by,  and  off  course,  very  crowd¬ 
ed  with  vets  and  tourists  reading  the  inscribed  names. 
The  Lincoln  Memorial  was  just  a  few  hundred  steps 
away  and  presented  the  vets  a  picturesque  view  of  the 
Reflecting  Pool,  leading  to  the  Washington  Monument 
about  a  mile  away;  and  the  famed  U.S.  Capitol  Dome 
was  just  behind  it. 

The  Seminole  vets  also  wanted  to  see  the 
Smithsonian’s  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian  and  searched  every  floor  for  the  Seminole 
Tribe’s  exhibit.  Unfortunately,  it  had  been  rotated  out 
to  give  other  North  American  Tribes  a  chance  to 
exhibit  their  culture  as  well. 

The  next  stop  was  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  for  the  changing  of  the  guard  ceremony  at 
the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  —  and  that  wasn’t 
the  only  thing  changing.  Colorful  leaves  on  the  trees 
had  gone  into  a  burst  of  fall  colors  accenting  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  neatly  stacked  rows  of  white  crosses  marking 
the  final  remains  of  veterans  that  have  sacrificed  them¬ 
selves  through  their  service  to  protect  freedom. 

The  vets  all  agreed  it  was  a  fine  trip  and  will 
certainly  be  happy  to  salute  the  next  celebration  mark¬ 
ing  the  50th  Anniversary  of  The  Wall. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Bowers  holds  the  vets  flag,  with  the  famous  Washington 
Monument  behind  him. 
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discussing  the  need  for  a  place  they  could  meet  as  far 
back  as  15  years  ago. 

“One  day  a  friend  said  to  me  if  you  want  any¬ 
thing  to  happen,  first  you  have  to  get  organized,”  Huff 
said.  “So  we  formed  a  group  and  would  get  together 
for  breakfast.  Then  we  picked  a  president,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  secretary.  Then  we  started  talking  about  get¬ 
ting  a  place  of  our  own  to  meet,  play  cards,  hold  semi¬ 
nars...” 

The  next  speaker,  U.S.  Army  veteran,  Stanlo 
Johns,  continued  the  story. 

“About  two  or  three  years  ago  we  would 
meet  once  a  month  and  we  started  measuring  this 
ground  to  see  how  much  fill  dirt  would  be  needed,” 
Johns  said.  “It  was  a  pretty  lengthy  sum;  five  feet 
three  inches.”  [The  building  will  actually  occupy  9.3 
acres  on  a  9.5  acre  plot  of  ground,  according  to  the  Sr. 
Project  Manager  of  Tribal  Community  Planning  Jim 
Horton .] 

Johns  also  told  the  audience  the  Brighton  vets 
would  meet  and  talk  about  a  design.  They  submitted 
ideas  and  the  pentagon  shape  is  what  they  decided 
they  wanted. 

“We  had  a  lot  of  opposition  at  first  to  the 
shape,”  said  Johns.  “People  would  ask,  ‘Why  do  you 
want  the  shape  of  a  star?’  I  knew  we  would  have 
opposition  but  I  would  say,  ‘This  is  not  like  an  ordi¬ 
nary  building,  but  we  are  not  ordinary  people.’  ” 

He  said  the  Brighton  vets  talked  often  to 
Tribal  officials  and  to  the  community,  but  still  seemed 
to  be  getting  nowhere.  Some  of  the  vets  got  disgusted 
and  gave  up,  however,  Johns  said,  he  and  others  just 
kept  pushing. 

“I  told  the  vets  to  keep  coming  to  the  meet¬ 
ings  and  it  will  happen,”  he  said.  “Now,  I  want  to 
thank  Roger  Smith  who  got  us  put  on  the  Tribal 
Council's  agenda  when  he  was  in  office  a  couple  years 
ago.  Also,  I  want  to  thank  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress 
for  pushing  me  to  push  these  guys  (Council).” 

Brighton  veteran  Jack  Smith  spoke  up  next. 

“This  is  going  to  also  be  used  as  a  multi-pur¬ 
pose  building  for  Tribal  use,”  Smith  said  of  the  center. 
“We  will  be  able  to  hold  council  meetings  here,  a 
Christmas  party;  whatever  we  wish.” 


Emcee  Bowers  said: 

“Everyone  can  come  up  with  an 
idea  but  when  it  involves  a 
building  you  really  have  to  look 
around  the  Tribe  for  your  sup¬ 
port.  Luckily  we  have  a  veteran 
on  the  Tribal  Council.  Our  vets 
had  a  need  for  a  building;  a 
place  where  we  can  talk  and 
maybe  get  some  counseling.” 

Bowers  then  intro¬ 
duced  the  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  himself  a  veteran. 

“I  think  this  is  a 
unique  building  we  are  going  to 
build  here,  better  than  the 
Pentagon  in  D.C.,”  Chairman 
Cypress  said.  “This  tells  you 
that  the  Seminole  Tribe  is 
always  behind  our  veterans. 

Veterans  are  the  ones  that  keep 
us  free. 

“We  are  not  going  to 
be  hke  the  federal  government. 

We’re  not  a  one-way  Tribe  that 
sends  you  to  war  and  forgets 
you  when  you  come  back  from 
the  wars.  The  vets  are  the  most 
important  people  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  especially  to  us  in  the 
Seminole  Tribe. 

“This  group  of  vets  _ 

came  to  the  Council  and  voiced 

their  opinions  and  we  listened.  Sometimes  you  have  to 

do  that  to  get  what  you  want.  You  have  to  get  a  group 

together.  You  can’t  always  get  things  done  by  yourself 

alone.  This  ‘star’  is  bom  at  Brighton  and  we  will  be 

the  star  because  no  other  Tribe  has  a  building  like  this 

one.” 

Gregory  Hall,  the  architect,  followed. 

“The  ‘stars’  that  are  shining  are  the  vets  in 
attendance  today,”  said  Hall.  “This  is  truly  an  honor  to 
work  for  the  Tribe.” 

Hall  explained  that  the  star  shape  represents 
each  branch  of  the  U.S.  military:  Army,  Navy, 

Marines,  Air  Force  and  Coast  Guard.  He  said  outside 
the  building,  the  vets  will  have  a  memorial  or  ceremo¬ 
nial  courtyard  with  seven  bronze  sculptures  flanking 


The  veterans  group 
be  on  display  at  the 


at  the  Bronze  by  Cooley  studio  in  Lamont,  Fla.,  making  the  final  approval  of  the  life-sized  sculptures  that  will 
Brighton  Veteran’s  Center. 


Students  from  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  recite  the  pledge  with  Seminole  Color  Guard 
members  Stephen  Bowers  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr. 


flagpoles,  to  observe  and 
enjoy.  The  courtyard  will 
feature  flags,  including  an 
American  flag,  the  state  of 
Florida  flag  and  the 
Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
flag. 

The  Bronze  by 
Cooley  sculptures  are  of 
soldiers  representing  each 
branch  of  the  service  includ¬ 
ing  a  WAC  and  one  of  the 
warrior  Osceola.  The  sculp¬ 
tors  Brad  Cooley  Jr.  and 
Brad  Cooley  Sr.  have  a  rep¬ 
utation  as  America’s  leading 
artist  team  representing 
ative  Americans  in  public 
aces. 

Hall  said  the  center 
>ace  inside  the  pentagon- 
taped  building  will  be  able 
seat  450  people  in  theatre- 
pe  seats  with  stage  that 
in  collapse  and  be  pushed 
ick  against  the  wall  for 

rge  gatherings.  He  said  _ 

ere  will  be  a  special  room 
>r  exhibits  and  memorabilia  of 
e  Seminole  veterans  who  have 
:rved  our  country;  there  also  will 
;  a  kitchen  in  another  wing. 

The  wing  to  the  left  will 
:  the  Veterans  Hall.  The  wing  to 
e  right  will  house  offices  and  a 
inference  room.  Another  enter- 
inment  wing  will  have  pool 
bles  and  card  room  and  another 
ill  be  a  space  for  lectures  and  a 
assroom.  The  building  can  also 
:  used  as  a  hurricane  shelter. 

Next  Donald  E.  Murphy, 
e  contractor  who  will  construct 
e  building  took  the  podium. 

“I  remember  when  my 
office  picked  up  the  plans;  it  was 
described  not  as  a  building  as 
much  as  a  monument,”  he  said.  “I 
said  ‘This  is  something!  We  really 
want  to  work  on  this  project.’  ” 

“I  am  a  vet  and  my  son  is 
serving  in  Iraq,”  Murphy  added. 
“This  building  is  very  special  to 
me.” 


Floor  plan,  with  optional  layout  for  the  central  multipurpose  space  at  the  left 
of  the  sheet,  and  the  perspective  view  from  CR721-A. 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Linda  Cooley 

The  sculptures  for  the  Brighton  Veterans  Building,  designed  by  Bronze 
by  Cooley. 


Murphy  said  he  hopes  to 
start  site  preparation  in  December,  do  the  fill  in 
February  and  March,  lay  foundations  in  April,  be 
ready  for  inspection  by  August  and  do  the  stone  work 
and  the  exterior  by  October. 

“By  April  2009  we  want  to  complete  the  inte¬ 
rior,”  he  said. 

The  final  speaker  was  Carlos  Rainwater,  the 
state  of  Florida  Veterans  Program  Director,  who  works 
with  disabled  veterans. 

“Why  do  we  need  to  recognize  our  veterans?” 
he  asked  rhetorically.  “They  are  a  very  special  group. 
To  be  accepted  in  the  service  you  must  be  the  brightest 
and  the  best. 

“They  have  fought  wars  to  preserve  our  free¬ 
dom.  Native  peoples  have  a  long  tradition  as  warriors 
defending  this  country  of  ours.  On  behalf  of  all  Native 


Americans  who  have  served  in  the  armed  forces,  I 
salute  you!” 

After  the  blessing  by  Dan  Bowers,  lunch  was 
served  by  Renegade  Barbeque,  banana  pudding  served 
by  Angel  Baxley  Garcia,  pumpkin  bread  by  Mary  Jo 
Micco,  frybread  by  Timi  Bearden  and  sofkee  by  Jenny 
Johns. 

Another  speaker  during  the  ceremonies  was 
Seminole  Princess  Jennifer  Chalfant.  The  children  of 
Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter  School  recited  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance  and  sang  a  patriotic  song  in  Creek. 
Pastor  Wonder  Johns  gave  the  invocation  and  the  First 
Baptist  Church  Choir  sang  a  Creek  hymn.  There  were 
special  video  and  slide  presentations,  coordinated  by 
Noella  O’Donnell,  Jim  Horton,  Steven  Bowers,  Jodi 
Goodman  and  Jack  Smith. 
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Scott  H.  Cupp 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 
SPECIALIZING  IN 
CRIMINAL  LAW 

"  Ha/ jelling  Criminal  Cases  Across  Florida  For  O^er  20  Years J 


Law  Office  of  Scott  H,  Cupp*  LLC 
400  Executive  Center  Drive*  Suite  201 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  23401 
(561)  689-3625 
Fax:  (56 1 )  £86-4567 
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Big  Cypress  Hosts  20th  Annual  Veteran’s  Day  Celebration 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Veterans  representing  all  branches  of  the 
U.S.  Armed  Forces,  family  and  friends  joined  Native  American  veterans 
at  the  Seminole  Tribe’s  20th  Annual  Veteran’s  Day  Celebration  on  Nov.  8 
at  the  Big  Cypress  Entertainment  Complex. 

This  annual  event  began  as  a  small  barbeque  organized  by  Roy 
Nash  Osceola,  Jacob  Osceola  and  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress,  years  ago 
to  pay  tribute  to  our  veterans  for  their  service  to  their  country.  Roy’s  son 
had  recently  lost  his  life  in  the  Marine  Corps  and  they  wanted  to 
acknowledge  the  sacrifice  made  by  all  veterans. 

Unfortunately,  Roy  passed  away  before  the  celebration,  but  they 
proceeded  in  his  memory.  Joined  by  other  vets  from  Big  Cypress 
Reservation,  they  planted  the  seed  in  1986  for  what  has  grown  into  a 
monumental  outpouring  of  respect  for  those  men  and  women  who  defend 
our  freedom. 

What  started  so  long  ago  in  Big  Cypress,  spread  to  other  Native 
Americans  and  comrades  in  arms  across  the  U.S.  This  year’s  celebration 
has  again  increased  in  volume  and  encompassed  a  crowd  of  more  than 
300  people  devoted  to  veterans  past  and  present  who  have  made  great 
sacrifices  in  the  name  of  freedom. 

This  year’s  emcee  was  Dale  Oldhom,  a  distinguished  delegate  of 
the  Crow  Nation,  college  professor,  renowned  commentator  and  rodeo 
announcer. 

Dining  his  opening  remarks  he  said:  “Respect  your  elders  and 


follow  the  ways  of  your  forefathers.  They  were  the  first  veterans  who 
fought  for  this  country’s  freedom.” 

Rev.  Salaw  Hummingbird  of  the  Big  Cypress  First  Baptist 
Church  gave  a  brief  presentation  and  then  led  the  assembly  in  an  opening 
prayer.  A  silence  of  deep  respect  fell  over  the  room  as  the  Vietnam 
Veterans  of  America  Chapter  23  Color  Guard  carried  the  symbols  of  our 
nation,  armed  forces  and  respective  governments  to  the  front  of  the  room 
for  the  Presentation  of  Colors. 

Members  of  Team  Seminole  led  by  Edna  McDuffie  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  of  the  reservations,  marched  down  the  center  aisle  in 
support  of  our  troops,  wherever  they  may  serve.  Students  of  the 
Ahfachkee  School  led 
the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance. 

A-Wa-Sa-Ka- 
No-Gi-Sgi,  or  Sings 
Alone,  performed  the 
National  Anthem  a 
capella,  allowing  her 
magnificent  voice  to  be 
the  music  for  the  pres¬ 
entation.  Shea  Keck,  as 
she  is  known  to  the  out¬ 
side  world,  is  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Band  of 
Cherokee  and  an 
accomplished,  award¬ 
winning  recording  artist. 

The  Color  Guard  then 
posted  the  colors. 

Seminole 

Tribal  member,  and 
published  poet,  Moses 
Jumper  Jr.  wrote  a 
poem,  Son  of  a  Native 
Vet,  in  respect  for  his 
father  and  uncle;  both  of 
whom  served  in  the  mil¬ 
itary.  After  reading  this 
first  offering,  he  sur¬ 
prised  everyone  with  his 
latest  creation,  We  Were 
There,  inspired  and 
written  the  night  before 
for  this  celebration. 

Oldhom’s  next 
introduction  was 
Michael  Savenelli,  who 
is  touring  the  U.S.  with 
the  Traveling  Wall  of 
the  Vietnam  Veterans  of 
America.  He  gave  a 
brief  presentation  of  the 
profound  affect  this 
long  awaited  national 
acknowledgement  has 
had  upon  veterans  and 
observers  everywhere 
he  travels. 

Chairman 

Mitchell  Cypress  began 
by  saying,  “Welcome 
home  veterans,”  before 
giving  a  brief  history  of 
the  Seminole  Veteran’s 
Day  Celebration. 

“Protesters 

don’t  understand  that  freedom  isn’t  free  and  veterans  have  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  disagree,”  Chairman  Cypress  said.  “In  ‘God  We  Trust’  and 
we  support  our  troops  because  they  defend  our  freedom.  In  times  of  con¬ 
flict,  we  all  become  brothers  and  sisters.  We  are  comrades  for  life.” 

Big  Cypress  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress  lightened  the  air  with 
his  wonderful  sense  of  humor  when  he  remarked:  “ft  is  an  honor  to  stand 
before  you.  I  was  a  comical,  overweight,  5-foot,  4-inch  young  man  just 
out  of  school  and  they  wouldn’t  have  me.  [They]  thought  I  might  keel 
over  on  them,  I  guess.  Well  I  didn’t  and  I’m  still  here  today  to  welcome 
you  home  and  show  my  respect  for  everything  that  you  have  done  for  me 
and  my  fellow  Americans.” 

Hollywood  Council  Rep.  Max  B.  Osceola  Jr.  talked  about  his 
travels  across  the  U.S.  and  compared  it  with  his  recent  trip  to  Asia. 

“It  has  been  a  fantastic  experience  to  see  how  other  people  live 
around  the  world,  but  it  makes  me  very  happy  to  return  home  to  this  land 
of  freedom  and  opportunity  that  you  men  and  women  have  fought  so  hard 


to  protect,”  Rep.  Osceola  said.  “In  many  other  countries 
when  they  get  their  freedom,  they  receive  a  monarchy  or 
appointed  official  to  govern  them.  Thanks  to  our  veterans 
we  have  the  right  to  vote.” 

“ft  is  an  honor  to  stand  before  so  many  veterans 
here  today  and  remember  those  who  have  given  the  ulti¬ 
mate  price  for  our  freedom,”  said  Brighton  Council  Rep. 

Roger  Smith. 

“If  you  think  about  it,  the  United  States  is  a  melt¬ 
ing  pot  of  many  cultures,”  remarked  Oldhom.  “Our  land 
has  always  been  inhabited  by  Native  Americans  who 
believed  in  freedom.  I  like  to  think  that  the  immigrants  to 
our  land  came  to  learn  how  to  respect  each  other  as  human 
beings,  as  they  fled  the  bondage  in  their  previous  coun¬ 
tries.” 

Immokalee  Council  Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar 
became  emotional  during  the  magnitude  of  the  moment 
when  she  said:  “As  you  grow  older  you  come  to  realize 
that  all  of  our  Native  American  people  have  always  been 
soldiers,  regardless  of  age,  as  they  fought  to  remain  in 
their  homelands  and  preserve  their  freedom.  It  is  only 
understandable  that  they  would  answer  the  call  to  fight  for 
freedom  whenever  it  is  necessary.” 

On  a  much  lighter  note,  President  Richard 
Bowers  Jr.  began  by  saying:  “Welcome  home  veter¬ 
ans.  We  consider  you  a  part  of  our  Seminole  Tribe.  I  was  underage 
during  the  Vietnam  War,  but  I  was  honored,  privileged  and  hum¬ 
bled  by  my  two  brothers,  Dan  and  Paul,  who  were  serving  in  the 
Marines.” 

Laughing,  President  Bowers  said:  “Dan  trained  to  be  a 
drill  sergeant  and  when  he  came  home  on  leave,  it  was  the  worst 
time  of  my  life.  You  can  imagine  life  at  4  a.m.  with  a  Marine. 
Running,  exercises,  breakfast  and  square  comers  on  bed  sheets 
until  you  could  bounce  a  quarter.  And  all  this  came  before  school 
every  morning.  I  laugh  about  it,  but  I  am  glad  that  he  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  share  in  the  experience.  It  is  because  of  men  like  my 
brothers  that  we  are  the  unconquered  Seminoles.” 

“Our  children  need  to  grow  up  knowing  how  fortunate 
they  are  to  be  free  and  recognize  their  ancestors  and  the  veterans 
who  provided  that  freedom,”  said  Brighton  Board  Rep.  Johnnie 
Jones.  “I  am  glad  that  we  now  have  our  own  school  and  can  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  the  opportunity  to  leam  about  the  past  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  future.” 

He  then  invited  everyone  to  attend  the  ground  breaking 
ceremony  for  the  new  Veteran’s  Building. 

“Although  I  may  look  like  the  front  line  of  the  Miami 
Dolphins,  I  am  humbled  as  I  stand  before  you  men  and  women  who 
have  given  so  much  in  the  name  of  freedom,”  remarked  BC  Board 
Rep.  Cicero  Osceola. 

Hollywood  Board  Rep.  Gloria  Wilson  made  a  very  astute 
observation  when  she  said:  “It  is  very  important  that  you  continue 
to  pray  for  the  soldiers  who  are  serving  in  our  armed  forces  today 
and  ask  for  their  safe  return.  Their  actions  today,  insure  our  free¬ 
dom  tomorrow.” 

Speaking  in  Mikasuki,  Immokalee  Board  Liaison  Delores 
Jumper  talked  about  her  brother,  Harley  Jumper  Jr.  who  served  three  tours 
of  duty  in  Vietnam.  She  said  she  feels  an  overwhelming  pride  at  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  colors  and  her  prayers  go  out  to  all  our  veterans. 

OB  Osceola  Jr.,  Naples  Liaison  said:  “ft  is  an  honor  to  be  here 
today  in  the  presence  of  so  many  who  have  given  so  much.  When  I  look 
at  the  roll  call  of  Seminole  Veterans,  I  feel  great  pride  in  my  people.  My 
ancestors  have  all  been  veterans  of  the  fight  for  freedom.” 

“I  consider  it  an  honor  to  say  just  these  few  words,  ‘Thank  you!  ’ 
remarked  Joe  Frank,  acting  superintendent  of  the  BIA.  Tampa  Liaison 
Richard  Henry,  William  Osceola  from  the  Trail  Community,  and  Holly 
Tiger-Bowers,  representing  all  non-resi¬ 
dents,  each  expressed  their  gratitude  and 
respect.  It  was  noted  that  at  present,  there 
are  48  veterans  still  living  within  the 
Seminole  Tribe. 

Miss  Seminole  Princess  Jennifer 
Chalfant  pointed  out  that  on  Veteran’s 
Day  we  should  all  take  part  in  the  poem 
she  was  about  to  read  by  Norma  W. 

Beard.  Her  emotional  presentation  of  The 
Soldier  is  My  Friend  had  a  profound 
effect  upon  everyone  at  the  celebration. 

Fort  Pierce  Liaison  Sally  R. 
Tommie  began  by  saying:  “We  must 
remember  those  men  and  women  who 
fought  for  our  freedom,  not  just  today, 
but  every  day.  It  is  very  important  to 
make  our  own  contributions.  I  was  very 
moved  10  years  ago  when  I  first  heard 
the  poem  Four  Hats  to  Remember,  and  I 
am  going  to  read  it  for  you  today.  In  din¬ 
ing  halls  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
since  Vietnam,  a  table  is  set  in  memory 
of  the  Missing  in  Action  veterans.” 

During  the  reading  of  the  poem, 
Jo  Leigh  Jumper  assisted  by  draping  the 
white  table  cloth  for  the  pure  of  heart;  a 
plate  with  lemon  and  salt  to  signify  their 
bitter  fate;  a  black  napkin  for  their  sorrow 
and  misery;  and  a  red  rose  that  they  may 
someday  return.  She  then  placed  four  hats 
representing  the  various  branches  of  the 
service  upon  the  table,  as  the  words  were 
read,  “Remember  Us  Please.” 

Tommie  concluded  by  saying: 
“Each  man  and  woman  who  has  served  is 
a  hero  to  me.” 

Seminole  youth  had  been  chal¬ 
lenged  to  write  an  essay  for  the  occasion 
and  the  winners  came  forward  to  read 
them.  Echo  Wolf  wrote  a  thank  you  to  the 
soldiers  and  their  families  for  their  sacri¬ 
fices.  Sara  Osceola  talked  about  the 
Vietnam  Wall  and  its  significance.  Malari 
Baker’s  “911”  gave  remembrance  to  the 
civilians  who  died  and  the  soldiers  that 
are  fighting  today. 

Phillip  Koon,  a  member  of  the 
Alligator  Clan,  was  bom  into  the  Creek 
Nation  in  1919,  received  his  education  in 
Indian  schools  and  graduated  from 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in 
1941.  Volunteering  for  service  in 
September  of  1941,  he  fought  in  WWII, 
was  captured  by  the  Japanese  in  1942  and 
spent  four  and  one  half  years  as  a  prison¬ 
er  of  war.  During  this  time  he  endured  the  Bataan  Death  March,  incarcer¬ 
ation  in  the  hot  Railroad  Cars  and  the  Hell  Ships. 

This  distinguished  warrior  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion  and  colorfully  told  the  story  about  his  military  career,  civilian  life 
and  the  men  who  served  beside  him.  Discharged  from  active  duty  in 
1946,  he  has  received  the  following  honors:  Cross  of  Valor  from  the  state 
of  Oklahoma;  American  Defense  Ribbon  with  one  Bronze  Star;  Asiatic 
Pacific  Campaign  Ribbon  with  two  Bronze  Stars;  Philippine  Defense 
Ribbon  with  one  Bronze  Star  and  Distinguished  Unit  Badge  with  two 
Oak  Leaf  Clusters. 

His  son  and  grandson  have  followed  in  his  footsteps  in  the  U.S. 

Army. 

Upon  completing  his  presentation,  Koons  presented  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  with  a  shirt  and  a  framed  copy  of  an  artist’s  conception 
of  his  military  career. 

The  recipient  of  many  awards,  Locust  retired  after  22  years  as  a 


Lieutenant  Colonel  and  is  currently  in  the  federal  service  of  Immigration 
and  Customs,  Department  of  Homeland  Security.  This  distinguished 
Native  American  was  bom  in  a  log  cabin  in  Oklahoma,  furthered  her  edu¬ 
cation  with  the  GI  Bill  and  dedicated  her  life  to  serving  her  country.  Her 
oldest  son  served  in  the  Gulf  War  and  her  youngest  son  is  a  2nd 
Lieutenant  and  works  with  the  Patriot  missiles. 

Seminole  Veterans  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  and  Stephen  Bowers  made  a 
posthumous  presentation  to  the  family  of  James  F.  Tiger  Sr.  His  sister, 
Dorothy  Tommie  and  his  son,  Imahaggi  James  Frank  Tiger  Jr.  came  for¬ 
ward  to  accept  the  plaque  and  recognition. 

Two  Seminole  Tribal  citizens  from  Collier  County  received  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  for  their  role  in  the  Armed  Forces  and  were  added  to  the 
list  of  veterans.  OB  Osceola  Sr.  and  David  Billy  were  presented  plaques 
by  Stephen  Bowers  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr. 

Tribal  elder  OB  Osceola  Sr.  volunteered  for  the  U.S.  Army  in  the 
mid-1950s  and  was  trained  as  a  member  of  the  artillery.  Following  his 
honorable  discharge,  he  returned  to  support  his  parents  and  family.  A  hard 
worker,  he  is  known  for  his  very  successful  chickee  building  business  and 
frybread  concessions. 

Currently  an  officer  with  the  Collier  County  Sheriff’s 
Department,  David  Billy  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  following  high 
school  in  July  of  1982.  A  graduate  of  the  Security  Specialist  School  at 


Judy  Weeks 


Guest  speaker  and  WWII  prisoner  of  war  survivor  Phillip  Koon 
(Creek  Nation)  discusses  his  POW  experiences. 


Lackland  AFB,  he  was  deployed  to  guard  nuclear  loaded  B-52  bombers 
and  KC135  refile  ling  aircraft.  During  his  military  career,  he  performed 
protection  services  for  several  well  known  public  figures  and  foreign  dig¬ 
nitaries.  Since  leaving  the  military,  he  has  distinguished  himself  in  law 
enforcement  and  is  a  member  of  a  SWAT  Team. 

Stephen  Bowers  asked  that  Gabriel  Coppedge  and  his  family  be 
remembered  in  everyone’s  thoughts  and  prayers.  He  joined  the  Army  in 
2004,  served  his  country  in  Afghanistan  from  2006-2007  and  currently 
serves  as  an  E5  Sergeant.  Coppedge  was  deployed  to  Iraq  at  the  end  of 
November. 

Shea  Keck  came  forward  to  make  a  special  tribute  to  the 
Seminole  Tribe. 

“We  all  have  heard  the  song  ‘Seminole  Wind’  hundreds  of  times, 
but  somehow  the  music  overpowers  the  lyrics.  These  are  powerful  words 
and  I  am  going  to  sing  them  to  you  today  a  cappella .” 

As  her  beautiful,  clear  voice  filled  the  auditorium,  a  sense  of 
honor  and  commitment  filled  the  audience.  Tears  streamed  down  cheeks 
and  the  chests  of  warriors  filled  with  pride. 

Lee  Juan  Tyler,  John  Kutch  Sr.  and  Adam  B.  Hill  of  the 
Shoshone-Bannock  Tribal  Council  in  Fort  Hall,  Idaho,  made  a  special 
recognition  of  all  Seminole  veterans  and  guests  by  singing  “The  Veteran’s 
Honor  Song.”  Their  awesome  presentation  encompassed  the  crowd. 

Following  the  three  hour  celebration,  Rev.  Tom  Payne  made  the 
closing  remarks. 

“I  am  honored  to  be  here  today  as  a  former  Marine  Corps  veter¬ 
an,”  he  said.  “Today  and  everyday  has  special  meanings  for  me.  My  son, 
Corporal  Tom  Payne  Jr.,  served  in  Iraq  in  2003,  Afghanistan  in  2004  and 
was  killed  on  July  7,  2004,  while  on  reconnaissance  patrol.  Like  Christ, 
he  climbed  a  rocky  hill  with  a  pack  on  his  bag  and  died  for  the  freedom 
of  others.” 

The  silence  in  the  room  was  deafening  when  Payne  finished 
speaking  and  then  led  the  closing  prayer.  John  Branzer  raised  his  bugle 
and  played  “Military  Taps.” 

The  Seminole  Tribe  provided  each  of  the  veterans  in  attendance 
with  a  bound  book  commemorating  the  20th  Annual  Veteran’s  Day 
Celebration  and  its  participants.  Inside  the  back  cover  was  a  list  of 
deceased  Seminole  Veterans:  Roley  C.  Buck,  Noah  Billie,  Billy  Cypress, 
Billy  L.  Cypress,  Herbert  Cypress,  Charlie  S.  Gopher,  Henry  J.  Gopher, 
Lester  L.  Gopher,  Cecil  Johns,  Bert  C.  Jones,  Moses  Jumper  Sr.,  Earl 
Nelson,  Herman  Osceola,  Jack  Osceola  Sr.,  Roy  Nash  Osceola,  Clifford 
Sanchez,  Fred  Smith,  Jacob  Storm,  Clyde  Tiger,  Howard  Tiger,  James  F. 
Tiger  Sr.,  Joseph  Quinn  Tiger  and  Jackie  Willie  Jr. 

The  Seminole  Tribe  served  a  buffet  luncheon  following  the  cele¬ 
bration  and  T-shirts  were  given  to  veterans  and  spectators  in  honor  of  the 
occasion. 


Judy  Weeks 


(L-R)  Stephen  Bowers,  OB  Osceola  Sr.,  Paul  Bowers  Sr.  and  David  Billy. 
OB  Osceola  Sr.  and  David  Billy  received  plaques  of  recognition. 


We  Were  There 

We  were  there  when  the  Spanish  came  from  across  the  sea... 

We  were  honored  to  show  them  our  generosity 
We  were  there  when  countries  claimed  to  own  the  Florida  land 
We  fought  and  told  them  it  was  made  by  the  creator  s  hand. 

We  were  there  when  the  red  coats  tried  to  take  our  liberty. 

We  knew  we  would  die  to  remain  free. 

We  were  there  when  the  U.S.  told  our  people  we  had  to  go. 

We  knew  we  would  have  to  make  a  stand  and  tell  them  no! 

We  were  there  on  foreign  soil  fighting  for  all  races  of  this  land. 
We  knew  equality  was  meant  for  every  man. 

We  were  there  when  an  evil  force  attacked  this 
Country  of  the  great  red,  white  and  blue. 

We  fought  for  a  country  that  to  our  people  has  not  always 
Been  true. 

We  were  there  when  Lori  Pestewa  was  laid  to  rest. 
Remember  these  men  and  women  of  today  who  gave  it  all, 
And  have  passed  the  test. 

We  were  there  when  these  warriors  passed  into  the  spirit  land. 
We  will  remember,  we  will  honor  what  they  gave  to  make  this 
stand. 

We  were  there  when  we  heard  their  voices  from  the  past. 

Warrior  spirits  telling  us  we  are  free  at  last. 

We  were  there  in  all  wars  fighting  for  freedom  with  men 
And  women  of  a  different  race. 

We  were  all  warriors  and  we  knew  freedom  was  not  free  and  for 
This  we  would  not  be  disgraced. 

We  were  there  together  with  you  warriors  who  are  here  today. 
Your  dreams  and  visions  and  the  price  for  freedom  many  of 
These  warriors  had  to  pay. 

Yes  we  were  there,  and  for  those  that  have  went  on, 

We  will  never  forget. 

It  is  because  of  them  and  you  men  and  women  here  today 
We  honor  and  thank  you. 

The  American  Vet. 

—  Moses  Jumper  Jr. 
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48  Months  on  select  models 


Ultra  Compact  Excavators 

K00S-3 


By  combining  efficiency  and  precision  in  tight  work 
areas,  the  XX- Series  compact  excavators  have  broken 
new  ground  for  rental,  construction,  and  utility 
applications.  You  can  depend  on  them  far  high  output. 

Strong  torque,  ond  smooth,  powerful  operation, 

We  have  the  Kubota  Excavator  You've  Been  Wanting! 

Come  in  and  check  out  our  large  selection. 


Kubota 


Full  Factory 

Parts  and  Service!  ^T§  M  F 


Turf  A 


549  East  Sugariand  Hwy. 
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OK  ALEE  INDIAN  VILLAGE 


Animal  Encounters 
Wildlife  and  Alligator  Shows 

Learn  about  daily  life  in  the  Village 
See  examples  of  traditional 
Arts  &  Crafts 


#^me>  mm 


Over  30  living  species  on  exhibit 
Endangered  Florida  Panther,  Black 
Bear,  Macaws,  Alligators  and  MORE 


^  mm  Moy 

Handmade  Seminole  Arts  &  Crafts 
Jewelry,  Clothing,  Woodwork, 
Baskets,  Dolts  and  much  more! 


Located  at  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Hotel  &  Casino  Inside  the  Seminafe  Paradise  *  571b  Seminole  Way  *  Hollywood,  FL 


Pemayetv  Emahakv  Charter 
School  Students  of  the  Week 

Students  Recognized  for  the  Week  of  Nov.  12-16 


Kindergarten:  Miss 
Robinson’s  class:  Jaylen 
Baker;  Mrs.  Webber’s 
class:  Katie  Beck 
First  Grade:  Mrs.  Davis’ 
class:  Raeley  Matthews; 
Mrs.  Ringstaff’s  class: 
Andrew  Fish 
Second  Grade:  Mrs. 
Hudson’s  class:  Rylee 
Smith 

Third  Grade:  Mrs. 
Clements’s  class: 
Courtney  Gore;  Mrs. 
Pryor’s  class:  Diamond 
Shore 

Fourth  Grade:  Mrs. 
Tedders’  class:  Dezmond 
Shore;  Mrs.  Williams’ 
class:  Thomas  Bearden 
Fifth  Grade:  Mrs. 
Finney’s  class:  Cam 
Youngblood 


Students  Recognized  for  the  Week  of  Nov.  26-30 


Kindergarten:  Miss 
Robinson’s  class:  Sage 
Motlow;  Mrs.  Webber’s  class: 
Jason  Sampson 
First  Grade:  Mrs.  Davis’  class: 
Oscar  Yates;  Mrs.  Ringstaff’s 
class:  Krysta  Burton 
Second  Grade:  Mrs.  Ball’s 
class:  Layne  Thomas;  Mrs. 
Hudson’s  class:  Isaac  Osceola 
Third  Grade:  Mrs.  Clements’s 
class:  Jerry  Smith;  Mrs. 
Pryor’s  class:  Bailey  Tedders 
Fourth  Grade:  Mrs.  Tedders’ 
class:  Kalgary  Johns;  Mrs. 
Williams’  class:  Donovan 
Osceola 

Fifth  Grade:  Mrs. 

Hawthorne’s  class:  Korvette 
Billie;  Mrs.  Finney’s  class: 
Toby  Gopher 


(L-R,  Front  Row):  Logan  Ortiz,  Dyami  Nelson,  Elijah  Billie,  Rylee  Smith, 
Jenessa  Smith,  Sunni  Bearden,  Dalton  Clark,  (L-R,  Center  Row):  Cheyenne 
Fish,  Isaac  Osceola,  Cryus  Smedley,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Reed  Gopher,  and  (Back 
Row)  Ms.  Rodriguez. 


Mrs.  Hudson’s  second  grade  class  was 
the  winner  of  the  Pemayetv  Emahakv 
Charter  School  Red  Ribbon  “Say  No  to 


Drugs”  door  decorating  contest.  They 
were  treated  to  a  pizza  party  as  their 


V<H% 


The  winning  door  from  Mrs.  Hudson’s  class. 


Cultural  Exchange  Held  in  Immokalee 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE 

—  Students  at  the  Village 
Oaks  Elementary  School 
in  Immokalee  have  been 
learning  about  Native 
Americans  during 
November’s  National 
American  Indian  Heritage 
Month.  Pre-kindergarten 
through  third  grade  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  doing  art 
projects  with  Native 
American  themes,  while 
the  older  children  have 
been  studying  Florida 
State  history,  which 
includes  the  Seminole 
Indians. 

The  Immokalee 
Seminole  Culture 
Department  visited  the 
school  on  Nov.  20  and  set 
up  tables  in  the  courtyard 
to  demonstrate  Seminole 
crafts  for  the  students. 

During  the  all  day  event, 

32  classrooms  visited  the 
exhibitions  and  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  cultural  exchange. 

While  they  showed  an  interest  in 
everything,  the  younger  children  seemed  to 
be  particularly  intrigued  with  the  beadwork 
being  done  by  Amy  Clay.  They  couldn’t 
resist  the  temptation  to  reach  out  and  touch 


the  colorful  skeins  of  beads  and  run  them 
through  their  fingers.  They  watched  in  awe 
as  she  waxed  the  thread  and  inserted  the 
needle  into  the  beads  creating  a  work  of  art 
right  before  their  eyes. 

Victor  Billie  sat  close  by  enter¬ 
taining  the  children  with  stories  and 


answering  the  multitude  of  questions  asked 
by  the  young  scholars.  They  were  extreme¬ 
ly  fascinated  with  tales  of  alligators  and 
listened  intently  as  he  talked  about  life  in 
the  Florida  swamps. 

Beautiful  baskets  created  by 
Lorraine  Posada  adorned  her  table  and 
caught  the  eye  of  both  boys  and  girls. 
Allowing  them  to  touch  her  bundle  of 
sweet  grass,  they  moved  in  close  as  she 
made  the  base  for  her  next  creation.  She 
had  several  different  shapes  on  display  and 
answered  their  questions  about  the  bead- 
work  design  that  decorated  one  of  the  com¬ 
pleted  objects. 

Valeene  Clay  made  Seminole 
patchwork  on  her  hand  crank  sewing 
machine  while  Crystal  Billie  talked  about 
the  traditional  clothing  on  display.  The 
girls  carefully  examined  the  strips  of  fabric 
and  reverse  side  of  the  completed  designs, 
while  the  boys  couldn’t  take  their  eyes  off 
the  sewing  machine.  Very  few  of  their  par¬ 
ents  own  sewing  machines  to  say  nothing 
about  a  hand  cranked  model.  They  were 
fascinated  by  its  operation  and  the  beauti¬ 
ful  designs  that  were  being  created. 

The  students  at  the  Village  Oaks 
Elementary  School  come  from  a  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  cultures  and  many  of  them  speak 
English  as  a  second  language.  The  school 
staff  expressed  their  appreciation  to  the 
Seminole  Tribe  for  sharing  their  culture 
and  broadening  the  children’s  horizons. 


Judy  Weeks 


Lorraine  Posada  shows  the  children  a  completed  basket  after  discussing  the  raw 
materials  used  in  its  construction. 


Children  Visit  Immokalee  Seminole  Ranch 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  The 
Immokalee  Seminole  Ranch  created  a 
unique  experience  for  approximately  200 
youngsters  from  Village  Oaks  Elementary 
School  on  Nov.  16,  when  they  invited  the 
pre-kindergarten,  kindergarten  and  special 
education  students  to  a  small  rodeo. 

After  being  bused  to  the  ranch  at 
about  8:30  a.m.,  the  children  were  treated 
to  a  morning  snack  and  then  climbed  into 
the  bleachers  for  a  first  hand  look  at  the 
life  of  a  rodeo  cowboy. 

Assistant  Ranch  Director  Gabriel 
Acosta  introduced  his  paint  horse,  Hidalgo, 
to  the  children  and  then  put  him  through 
his  paces  for  their  entertainment.  Hidalgo 
danced,  side  passed,  counted  and  backed 
around  the  arena  for  them,  while  they 
clapped  in  delight.  Acosta  gave  a  brief 
presentation  about  horses  and  their  care 
and  eating  habits. 


Judy  Weeks 

Justin  Aldridge  gives  an  excellent  bull  riding  exhibition. 


Standing  up  in  their  seats,  the  children  turned  around  to 
watch  as  the  cowboys  brought  the  herd  of  Corriente  roping  steers 
from  their  pasture  and  headed  them  into  the  arena  for  a  demon¬ 
stration.  They  saw  as  a  cow  separated  from  the  herd  and  learned 
about  the  reasons  for  roping,  branding  and  doctoring  livestock. 

As  the  last  cow  exited  the  arena,  a  van  entered  from  the 
opposite  end  and  delivered  a  seven  foot  alligator  in  a  large  wood¬ 
en  crate.  Fascinated,  the  youngsters  watched  as  Victor  Billie 
worked  the  reptile  and  then  wrestled  it  for  them.  They  laughed  in 
delight  when  he  rolled  on  the  ground,  flipping  the  gator  and  then 
putting  it  to  sleep. 

Following  the  exhibition,  Ranch  Director  Kenny  Joe 
Davis  passed  out  pumpkin  bread  to  each  of  the  children  and  told 
them  about  the  way  his  family  used  to  cook  their  meals  over  an 
open  fire  in  a  chickee. 

Moses  Jumper  Jr.  provided  a  brief  history  of  the 
Seminole  Indians  and  cattle  before  reading  his  poem,  Indian 
Cowboy  Dreams.  Explaining  that  rodeo  is  one  of  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  sports  in  the  country,  he  advised  them  not  to  try  anything 
that  they  were  about  to  see. 

Then  Justin  Gopher  and  Naha  Jumper  team  roped  a 


steer,  while  Moses  explained  the  reason  behind  roping,  steer 
wrestling  and  working  cattle.  Talking  on  a  level  that  they  could 
understand,  he  told  them  about  the  Eastern  Indian  Rodeo 
Association  and  the  Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  before  intro¬ 
ducing  them  to  some  real  cowboys. 

Justin  Aldridge,  Sonny  Robbins  and  Timmy  Smith  took 
turns  riding  the  bulls  while  the  children  cheered.  Then  2007  EIRA 
Champion  Justin  Gopher  gave  them  a  thrill  when  his  bull  bucked 
the  length  of  the  arena  and  he  waved  to  the  young  audience  as  he 
passed  in  front  of  the  bleachers.  They  all  waved  back  and  yelled 
with  delight. 

Naha  Jumper  risked  life  and  limb  when  he  bull  dogged  a 
steer  on  foot,  right  out  of  the  box  and  then  wrestled  it  to  the 
ground.  Then  Scooter  Johns  gave  a  barrel  racing  exhibition. 

The  children  and  their  teachers  enjoyed  a  picnic  lunch, 
talked  to  the  cowboys,  had  their  pictures  taken  and  received  west¬ 
ern  rings  from  the  ranch  to  remember  their  visit. 

One  classroom  at  a  time  they  boarded  the  horse  drawn 
carriage  so  that  Bob  and  Frank,  two  big  white  draft  horses,  could 
take  them  for  a  ride  around  the  ranch  before  returning  to  their 
school.  Climbing  onto  their  buses,  they  waved  and  yelled  good¬ 
bye  to  their  newfound  friends  at  the  Immokalee  Seminole  Ranch. 


Naha  Jumper  wrestles  a  steer  on  foot  and  flips  it  to  the 
ground. 


WQCS  88.9  FM Hosts  Radio  Presentation  About  Seminole  History 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

VERO  BEACH,  Fla.  —  For 

nearly  a  month  prior  to  the  Nov.  9  event 
date,  WQCS  88.9  FM,  which  broadcasts 
National  Public 
Radio  (NPR)  from 
its  Fort  Pierce  sta¬ 
tion,  featured  promo 
spots  for  its  program 
about  Seminole 
Tribal  history  and 
culture.  The  broad¬ 
cast  took  place  at  the 
Vero  Beach  Public 
Library. 

The  radio 
announcement 
brought  a  large  audi¬ 
ence  of  interested 
people  to  hear 
Brighton’s  Willie 
Johns  and  Louise 
Gopher  talk.  The 
panel  included  Joe 
Crankshaw,  historian 
and  writer.  Each 
speaker  spoke  20 
minutes. 

WQCS 

General  Manager 
Madison  Hodges 
introduced  the  panel, 
beginning  with 
Johns  as  cultural 
outreach  coordina¬ 
tor  for  Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki  Museum  and  a 
graduate  of  Palm 

Beach  Atlantic  University  and  Abraham 
Baldwin  Agricultural  College  in  Tifton,  Ga. 

“I  have  20  minutes  to  tell  you  400 
years  of  history,”  said  Johns,  as  he  began 
his  presentation. 

“Our  history  goes  back  long 
before  the  Europeans  came  to  America,”  he 
continued.  “Our  people  come  from  the 
dominant  Tribes  of  the  southeast,  including 
what  is  called  the  ‘Five  Civilized  Tribes  of 
America.’  These  Tribes  can  be  traced  back 
to  right  after  the  Ice  Age.  Our  languages 
varied  but  our  religion  was  the  same, 
known  as  the  Green  Com  Dance,”  he  said. 

Johns  went  on  to  explain  about 
the  wars  and  atrocities  that  were  brought 
upon  these  Tribes  with  the  European  inva¬ 
sion.  Other  important  highlights  of  his  talk 
included  the  Seminoles’  cattle  industry, 
which  began  in  the  early  1700s,  and  saw 
the  Tribe  trading  with  Cuba  and  the  new 
American  colonies. 

Johns  also  talked  about  how  the 
Indian  Removal  Act  and  the  Trail  of  Tears 
was  a  terrible  tragedy  for  Native 


Americans.  The  remaining  Seminoles  of 
Florida  who  survived  were  forced  to  give 
up  their  lands  and  cattle  and  retreat  to  the 
wilderness  of  the  Glades. 


Audience  members  ask  Willie  Johns  questions  after  the  lecture. 


He  went  on  to  talk  about  historic 
battles  waged  against  the  Indians  including 
the  Battle  of  Okeechobee,  which  he  called 
“one  of  the  most  important  battles  we 
fought.” 

Johns  brought  his  historical  talk 
up  to  the  1950s  when  the  reorganization  of 
the  Tribe  restored  its  sovereign  rights.  But, 
it  forced  the  Seminoles  to  adopt  a  new  sys¬ 
tem  of  government,  which  for  thousands  of 
years  prior  was  based  on  the  clan  system. 

Then,  he  explained  the  present- 
day  government  of  the  Tribe.  Johns  out¬ 
lined  the  Tribal  Council’s  step-by-step 
advancement  to  become  a  Floridian  busi¬ 
ness  leader,  especially  in  the  cattle  indus¬ 
try. 

Hodges  next  introduced  educator 
Louise  Gopher,  graduate  of  Indian  River 
Community  College  and  Florida  Atlantic 
University.  Hodges  told  the  audience 
Gopher  recently  received  the  prestigious 
Westcott  Award  at  Florida  State 
University’s  Homecoming  celebration  for 
her  achievements  in  education. 


Gopher  was  asked  to  talk  about 
the  history  of  the  educational  programs  of 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  She 
explained  how  the  Seminole  people  did  not 
want  to  receive  a 
public  school  educa¬ 
tion  for  many  years 
after  the  Seminole 
Wars. 

“My  peo¬ 
ple  had  a  lot  of  mis¬ 
trust  of  the  white 
man’s  schools  after 
the  [Indian] 

Removal  Act,”  she 
said.  “They  were 
scared  to  send  theft- 
children  to  school  in 


Affairs,  taught  the  students.  The  school 
operated  from  1930  to  1950,  before 
Brighton  children  started  attending  public 
schools  in  Okeechobee  City  or  Moore 
Haven,  Fla. 

Meanwhile,  students  at  other 
reservations  including  Big  Cypress  went  to 
their  own  small  one-room  schools,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Gopher.  Eventually  these  children 
began  attending  schools  in  their  nearest 
school  districts  as  well,  or  attended  accred¬ 
ited  private  schools.  By  then,  the  Tribe  had 
established  an  education  department. 

“We  were  really  busy  then  trying 
to  catch  up  with  the  20th  Century  and 
learning  English,”  said  Gopher  “We 
weren’t  paying  attention  that  we  were  los¬ 
ing  our  language.” 


fear  they  would  be 
taken  away  by  force 
to  Oklahoma  to  the 
(severe)  boarding 
schools  as  some  of 
the  elders  had 
been.” 

She  said 
that  most 

Seminoles,  from  the 
late  1800s  through 
the  1930s,  only 
spoke  the  Muskogee 
Creek  and/or 
Mikasuki  languages. 

That  is,  until  two 

influential  women,  Betty  Mae  Tiger 
Jumper  and  Laura  Mae  Jumper  Osceola, 
went  to  public  school  and  began  to  urge 
other  Tribal  citizens  to  get  a  formal  educa¬ 
tion  and  learn  English. 

Gopher  said  the  first  “public” 
school  at  Brighton  Seminole  Reservation 
was  the  Indian  Day  School,  where  William 


(L-R)  Lousie  Gopher,  WQCS  General  Manager  Madison  Hodges,  Willie  Johns, 
WQCS  Oral  Histories  Specialist  Janie  Gould  and  Joe  Crankshaw. 


As  a  result  of  public  school  edu¬ 
cation,  the  traditional  languages  began  to 
disappear.  The  first  effort  to  counteract  this 
loss  was  a  resolution  the  Tribal  Council 
passed  in  1982  to  create  a  voluntary  culture 
program.  But,  that  still  was  not  enough. 

To  preserve  the  Tribe’s  culture, 
Gopher  explained  how  the  Brighton  com- 


and  Edith  Boehmer  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  munity  created  the  Pull-Out  Program  in 


2003  to  teach  Seminole  children  their  cul¬ 
ture,  history  and  language.  The  program 
“pulled  out”  students  from  their  regular 
Friday  classes  to  be  instructed  on  language 
and  culture. 

It  required  the  blessing  and  coop¬ 
eration  of  the  state  of  Florida  and 
Okeechobee  School  District,  which  it 
received. 

“We  went  from  40  children  in  the 
beginning  to  about  90  children  three  years 
later  and  we  were  running  out  of  room,” 
she  said. 

Still  the  children  were  only 
receiving  an  hour  of  language  instruction 
one  day  a  week,  and  parents  wanted  more. 

All  of  this  led  to  the  establishment 
of  the  state-of-the-art  Brighton  Charter 
School  Pemayetv 
Emahakv,  which 
opened  its  doors  this 
fall  with  150  stu¬ 
dents,  Gopher  told 
the  audience.  Now 
the  children  receive 
an  hour  a  day  of 
Creek  language 
class. 

“The  Tribe 
always  likes  to  say 
that  education  is  the 
number  one  priority 
and  I  think  this  year 
they  proved  it,”  she 
told  the  audience. 
The  next 

speaker  expanded  on 
what  the  two  previ¬ 
ous  speakers  had 
said.  Crankshaw  is  a 
Stetson  University 
graduate  and  50  year 
veteran  journalist, 
writing  for  publica¬ 
tions  including  The 
Miami  Herald  and 
the  Vero  Beach 
Press  Journal.  He 
Susan  Etxebarria  has  written  more 

than  2,000  columns 
about  Florida  history, 
and  recently  received 
a  lifetime  achieve¬ 
ment  award  from  the 
Florida  Historical  Society. 

Crankshaw  talked  about  the 
Seminole  Wars  a  great  deal,  as  well  as 
other  topics. 

When  the  lectures  concluded,  the 
audience  asked  questions  and  many  stayed 
after  the  adjournment  to  speak  with  the 
three  presenters. 
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❖  Litefoot 

Continued  from  page  1 

for  the  people  around  you  and  show  them  what  is 
right.  Strive  to  get  the  education  that  you  deserve 
and  reestablish  the  traditions  of  your  culture. 

“Pray,  pray  and  pray  some  more!  It  is 
simple  and  will  take  you  back  to  what  makes  a 
leader  and  give  you  the  strength  to  care  about 
yourself  and  your  people.” 

During  the  afternoon  he  returned  to  the 
school  and  visited  individual  classrooms.  Whether 
standing  in  front  of  the  class  or  sitting  down  in  the 
middle  of  their  desks,  Litefoot  has  the  ability  to 
make  each  and  every  student  feel  important  and 
talks  directly  to  them  on  a  one  on  one  basis. 

It  didn’t  matter  if  he  was  in  the  second 
grade  classroom  or  high  school;  the  students  were 
listening,  not  talking. 

“Listening  is  respect  and  I  thank  you  for 
it  because  I,  too,  respect  you,”  he  said,  before  turn¬ 
ing  the  classrooms  over  to  the  students  for  a  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session.  “Listen  to  your  heart 
because  it  will  guide  you.” 

Regardless  of  age  group,  the  youngsters 
made  some  very  insightful  inquiries  and  got  some 
very  good  advice.  The  conversations  ranged  from 
religion  to  education,  acting,  sports,  travel,  peer 
pressure  and  family  relationships  to  self  respect 
and  the  abihty  to  make  a  difference. 

Following  his  presence  at  the  Ahfachkee 
School,  Litefoot  moved  to  the  gym  during  the 
evening  to  meet  with  the  members  of  the  Big 
Cypress  community. 

“I  encourage  you  to  do  what  the  Creator 
intended  for  you  to  do,”  he  said.  “This  is  what  is 
inside  of  you  and  this  is  what  makes  you  Seminoles. 
We  only  have  a  short  time  to  make  a  difference  on 
Earth  and  we  must  not  waste  it.  As  Native 
Americans  we  are  an  incredible  people  with  an  inner 
strength  and  strong  survival  instincts.  This  is  what 
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Litefoot  speaks  with  the  Ahfachkee  students. 


makes  us  warriors!” 

Litefoot  concluded:  “Don’t  react  to  prob¬ 
lems.  Be  pro-active.  We  all  have  a  reason  to  live  — 
not  survive.  Get  an  education  and  know  yourself.  We 
all  learn  something  everyday  of  our  lives.  As  I  leave 
you,  I  won’t  say  goodbye,  but  rather,  until  we  meet 
again.  If  it  isn’t  here,  it  will  happen  someplace  else!” 


,1U 
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The  second  graders  took  a  group  photo  with  Litefoot  (back  r 


New  Health  and  Faces  within  the  Tribe 


Shannon  Brown,  Family  Nurse  Practitioner 

I  am  Shannon  Brown  the  Family  Nurse 
Practitioner  (FNP)  for  the  Immokalee  Health  Clinic. 
I  joined  the  health  department  in  July  2007. 1 
received  my  Bachelors  degree  in  Nursing  from  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  1996,  and  went  on  to 
receive  my  Masters  in  Nursing  from  Barry 
University  in  2000.  Prior  to  joining  the  Tribe  I 
worked  as  a  FNP  in  a  private  physician’s  office, 
focused  on  infectious  disease  and  internal  medicine. 

My  role  here  at  the  Tribe  consists  of  pro¬ 
viding  comprehensive  health  care  to  the  Tribal 
members,  from  newborns  to  elders.  Mainly  I  care 
for  Tribal  members  on  the  Immokalee  reservation, 
though  occasionally  I  do  see  Tribal  members  from 
the  other  reservations  or  other  Tribes. 


excited  to  be  a  part 
of  the  health  model 
the  Tribe  has  in 
place.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  developing 
lasting  relation¬ 
ships  with  the 
Tribal  members 
and  helping  guide 
each  one  to  their 
fullest  state  of 
health  and  wellbe- 


Oklahoma,  and  I 
just  graduated 
from  Oklahoma 
State  University. 

I’m  the  nutritionist 
for  the  Hollywood 
Clinic,  and  I’ve 

been  here  about  .  I  ■.  I 

one  month.  My  U  t  Toma  HuiSr 

goals  are  to  pro¬ 
mote  healthy  food  - 
choices  through 

nutrition  education  for  all  members  of  the  Seminole 
Tribe  with  an  emphasis  on  diabetes,  heart  disease, 
child  nutrition  and  nutrition  for  the  elderly.  I  wel¬ 
come  everyone  that  would  like  to  know  more  about 
making  healthy  eating  choices  to  give  me  a  call  and 
I’ll  schedule  you  an  appointment!  Thank  You!  My 
number  is  954-962-2009  EXT  10311. 

Dr.  Juan  K.  Packer,  Dental  Program  Director 
Dr.  Packer  received  his  undergraduate 
degree  from  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 


and  also  graduated  from  its  School  of  Dentistry.  He 
is  the  Dental 
Program  Manager 
for  the  Seminole 
Tribe  of  Florida.  In 
that  capacity,  he 


Tribal  dental  clin¬ 
ics  and  all  person¬ 
nel  employed  by 
the  Tribe.  He  and 
his  department  pro¬ 
vide  comprehen¬ 
sive  dentistry  to 
the  Tribe  through 
diagnosis  and  treat- 


I  must  say  ouuumm  DI  own 

I  am  really  enjoy-  _ 

ing  my  newfound 

place  within  the  Tribe.  I  have  felt  welcomed  and 
needed  by  everyone  I  have  interacted  with.  I  espe¬ 
cially  enjoy  the  personal  one  on  one  attention  and 
care  I  am  able  to  provide.  I  see  my  role  as  advocate, 
mentor,  provider,  and  confidant.  I  hope  to  challenge 
each  of  you  to  become  fit  and  healthy,  for  this  can 
only  intensify  the  success  of  the  Seminole  Nation  in 
generations  to  come! ! ! 

Toma  Hunter, 

Nutritionist 


the  patients  overall  health. 

Dr.  Edward  Michael  Czop,  Pharmacy  Program 
Manager 

Dr.  Czop  came  to  the  Tribe  in  July  2007 
from  Palm  Beach  Atlantic  University.  He  offers  crit¬ 
ical  care,  general  clinical  practice  and  pharmacoki¬ 
netics  specializing 
■  in  adult  critical 
.!  care.  Some  of  his 
Xf-  challenges  include 
providing  medica- 
£  tion  compliance, 
m  better  education 


ML* 


future  goals  are  to 
ensure  all  timely 
prescription  pro¬ 
cessing  and  that  al 
Seminole  Tribe 
health  providers 
snt  information 


have  access  to  appropriate  patient  information 
involving  drug  therapies. 

Evelyn  Beilman,  Advanced  Registered  Nurse 
Practitioner 

I  am  originally  from  Wisconsin.  I  came  to 
Florida  in  1995  to  attend  the  University  of  Miami.  I 
graduated  in  1997  as  a  nurse  practitioner  with  a 
Master  of  Science  in  Nursing  with  a  family  practice 
specialty.  I  began  employment  with  the  Tribe  on 
April  15,  2007. 1  work  as  a  family  practice  nurse 
practitioner  at  the  Big  Cypress  clinic.  My  personal 
goals  are  to  help 
all  chents  to  under- 
k  stand  their  health 

^  needs  in  under- 
J  standable  terms  so 
they  can  success¬ 
fully  complete 
treatment  needed.  I 
have  worked  with 
various  cultures 
and  love  learning 
about  their  music, 

Evelyn  Beilman  art  history  and 

culture. 


Ask  The  Counsel 


H.S-  Mn,lH  Hr.lnl, 


Dear  Counselor: 

I  am  a  28  year  old  young  lady  I  am  in  a 
great  relationship  with  a  young  man  who  is  32  years 
old.  We  have  been  dating  for  over  two  years.  My 
boyfriend  is  a  great  guy,  but  my  problem  with  him 
is  that  he  is  always  late. 

Every  time  we  schedule  a  date,  he  is  never 
on  time.  How  can  I  discuss  this  situation  with  him 
without  hurting  his  feelings?  He  is  somewhat  sensi¬ 
tive  and  I  do  not  want  to  hurt  his  feelings. 

Signed: 

Tired 

Dear  Tired: 

By  not  addressing  a  problem,  it  probably 
won’t  be  resolved.  Explaining  how  you’re  feeling 
will  give  him  a  chance  to  respond,  without  him 
feeling  insulted.  Someone  who  is  always  late  is 
inconsiderate  and  if  you  don’t  call  him  on  it,  he’ll 


Aimhei 

imiwtkjEfrii 


keep  being  late.  Just  be 
straight  up  and  say  you 
don’t  like  being  disre¬ 
spected.  In  your  discus¬ 
sion  with  him,  the  game 
plan  is  to  be  more  positive  than  negative. 

Because  he  is  a  sensitive  guy,  be  as  posi¬ 
tive  as  you  can.  If  you  want  to  complain  about  how 
he’s  always  late,  try  something  like  “You  know,  I 
love  that  you’re  so  laidback  and  easygoing,  but  it 
really  bothers  me  when  you  show  up  so  late.  I’m 
sure  you  can  still  be  the  fun  guy  I  adore  and  also  be 
on  time.” 

Tired,  here  are  words  of  wisdom  from  the 
Counselor:  “The  road  to  a  successful  relationship  is 
always  under  construction.” 

Signed: 

The  Counselor 


Staying  Safe  This  Holiday  Season 

Tips  from  Fire  Prevention  Division 


Submitted  by  Chief  David  Logan,  Fire  Marshal, 
and  the  Fire  Prevention  Division 

The  pleasure,  joy,  and  wellbeing  of  our  fami¬ 
lies  are  foremost  in  our  minds.  We  need  to  raise  our 
level  of  awareness  to  the  many 
underlying  hazards  that  can  arise 
in  a  moment  and  place  our  loved 
ones  in  jeopardy  and  danger.  An 
unwelcomed,  unintended  fire  can 
change  a  joyous  celebration  into 
a  frightening  and  heartbreaking 
situation  faster  than  we  ever 
thought  possible. 

Candles  are  an  intricate 
part  of  the  hohday’s  ambience  of 
light  and  fragrance:  Never  leave 
them  unsupervised;  keep  them 
out  of  reach  of  children  and  ani¬ 
mals;  place  all  candles  in  sturdy 
fireproof  holders;  and  never  use 
candles  on  trees 

Trees:  Many  artificial 
trees  are  fire  resistant.  When 
buying  one  look  for  a  statement 
specifying  this  protection.  A 
fresh  tree  will  stay  green  longer 
and  be  less  of  a  fire  hazard  than  a 
dry  tree  so  be  sure  to  check  for 
freshness.  Fresh  trees  are  green; 
needles  are  hard  to  pull  from  branches;  when  fresh 
needles  are  bent  between  your  fingers,  they  do  not 
break;  and  the  trunk  butt  is  sticky  with  resin.  (To 
accomplish  this,  cut  off  about  two  inches  of  the  trunk 


to  expose  fresh  wood  for  better  water  absorption. 

Next,  use  a  sturdy,  water  holding  stand  with  wide 
spread  feet,  and  lastly  always  keep  filled  with  water.) 
Lights:  Use  only  UL  approved  fights;  check 
for  damaged  sockets  or  broken, 
frayed  wires;  use  no  more  than 
three  standard-size  sets  of  lights 
per  single  extension  cord;  trees 
can  become  electrically  charged 
from  faulty  fight,  causing  some¬ 
one  to  be  shocked:  check  all 
lights  before  using  them;  and 
keep  “bubbling”  lights  away 
from  children.  These  can  tempt 
small  children  to  break  the  glass 
and  cut  themselves  and  possibly 
drink  the  fluid  contained  inside 
the  bulb,  which  contains  a  haz¬ 
ardous  chemical. 

Make  certain  your  home 
has  smoke  alarms,  preferably 
one  in  each  bedroom  and  hall¬ 
way  on  each  level.  Have  at  least 
one  fire  extinguisher  in  the 
kitchen  and  one  in  the  garage. 
Develop  a  family  escape  plan 
and  practice  it  with  your  family. 

The  Fire  Prevention 
Division  will  supply  any  Tribal 
citizen  with  fire  extinguishers,  smoke  alarms  and  car¬ 
bon  monoxide  alarms,  and  also  install  them. 

The  Fire  Prevention  Division  can  he  contact¬ 
ed  at  (863)  983-2150,  Ext.  12472. 


4Tis  the  Season  for  Pet  Holiday  Safety 

Help  Your  Pet  Avoid  Danger \  Stress 


Submitted  by  Ava  John,  Environmental  Health 
Program 

The  holidays  are  a  wonderful  time  to  cele¬ 
brate  with  family  and  loved  ones,  but  it  can  he  a 
stressful  and  dangerous  time  for  your  family  pet.  Now 
that  the  holidays  are  upon  us,  Seminole  Tribe  of 
Florida  Animal 
Control  Services 
would  like  to  offer  the 
following  tips  to  help 
keep  your  pet  safe. 

Keep  poin- 
settias  and  mistletoe 
out  of  reach.  The 
leaves,  stems  and 
flowers  of  the  poinset- 
tia  and  mistletoe 
berries  can  be  danger¬ 
ous  to  pets. 

Foods  and 

drinks  such  chocolate, 
nuts,  salt,  tea  and  cof¬ 
fee  can  be  harmful  to 
pets. 

Never  feed 
pets  food  from  the 
dinner  table.  Many 
hones  can  shatter  and 
choke  cats  and  dogs. 

Keep  your 
Christmas  tree  well 
secured. 

Pine  needles, 
when  ingested,  can 
puncture  holes  in  a 
pet’s  intestine. 

Keep  orna¬ 
ments,  tinsel,  garland 
and  stringed  lights  out 
of  the  reach  of  pets. 

These  decorations  can 
easily  attract  pets,  but  they  are  choking  and  shocking 
hazards. 

Avoid  adding  chemical  preservatives  to  the 
Christmas  tree  water.  It  can  be  toxic. 


Keep  holiday  candles  out  of  reach. 

Tape  electrical  cords  down.  Pets  may  want  to 
chew  or  claw  at  them  and  could  he  electrocuted. 

Snow  globes  often  contain  antifreeze,  which 
is  poisonous  to  pets. 

Use  a  protective  screen  on  your  fireplace  or 
wood-burning  stove. 

Put  away 
toys  after  children 
open  their  gifts.  Small 
plastic  pieces  and  rub¬ 
ber  balls  are  common 
causes  of  choking  and 
intestinal  blockage  in 
dogs.  Ingested  plastic 
or  cloth  toys  must 
often  be  removed  sur¬ 
gically. 

Holiday 

guests  and  other  activ¬ 
ity  can  be  very  stress¬ 
ful  and  even  frighten¬ 
ing  to  pets.  It  can  also 
trigger  illness  and 
intestinal  upset.  Make 
sure  pets  have  a  safe 
place  to  retreat  in  your 
house.  And  make  sure 
they  are  wearing  cur¬ 
rent  I.D.  in  case  they 
escape  out  a  door 
when  guests  come  and 
go. 

Reduce  stress 
by  keeping  feeding 
and  exercise  on  a  reg¬ 
ular  schedule. 

Always  make 
time  to  care  for  your 
pets. 

Please,  don’t 

spoil  the  holiday  season  with  an  unnecessary  medical 
emergency.  The  Animal  Control  Program  requests  that 
you  call  the  Health  Department  at  (954)  962-2009 
with  any  animal  control  issues. 


The  Healthy  Senior 


By  Fred  Cicetti 

[Editor  s  Note:  Fred  Cicetti  is  a  syndicated 
columnist  who  writes  about  issues  concerning  sen¬ 
ior  citizens  ’  health.  The  opinions  he  expresses  are 
his  own.  If  you  would  like  to  ask  a  question,  please 
write  fredcicetti@gmail.com.  All  Rights  Reserved  © 
2007  by  Fred  Cicetti.] 

Q:  What  is  the  leading  cause  of  hospital¬ 
ization  of  older  people?  Is  it  heart  attacks  or 
strokes? 

A:  The  number  one  reason  people  over  age 
65  go  into  the  hospital  is  congestive  heart  failure 
(CHF),  or  simply  heart  failure.  If  you  have  CHF, 
your  heart  can’t  pump  enough  blood.  This  condition 
develops  over  time. 

Heart  failure  is  most  common  in  older  peo¬ 
ple,  and  is  more  common  in  African-Americans. 
Men  have  a  higher  rate  of  heart  failure  than  women. 
But,  because  women  usually  live  longer,  the  condi¬ 
tion  affects  more  women  in  their  70s  and  80s. 

In  normal  hearts,  veins  bring  oxygen-poor 
blood  from  the  body  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  It 
is  then  pumped  through  the  pulmonary  artery  to  the 
lungs,  picking  up  oxygen.  From  there,  the  blood 
returns  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart.  Then  it  is 
pumped  through  a  large  artery  called  the  aorta  that 
distributes  blood  throughout  the  body. 

Heart  failure  is  caused  by  other  diseases  or 
conditions  that  damage  the  heart  muscle.  It  is  often 
caused  by  coronary  artery  disease,  including  heart 
attacks.  Diabetes  and  high  blood  pressure  also  con¬ 
tribute  to  heart  failure. 

Coronary  artery  disease  is  the  leading 
cause  of  death  in  men  and  women.  It  happens  when 
the  arteries  that  supply  blood  to  the  heart  become 
hardened  and  narrowed.  People  who  have  had  a 
heart  attack  are  at  high  risk  to  develop  heart  failure. 

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  you  can 
do  to  reduce  risk  of  coronary  artery  disease  and 
heart  failure.  For  starters,  you  should  keep  the  fol¬ 
lowing  levels  down:  body  weight,  cholesterol, 
blood  pressure,  sugar,  alcohol  and  salt.  Exercise 


regularly.  And,  if 
you  smoke,  quit. 

The  most  common 

symptoms  of  heart  failure  include  shortness  of 
breath,  fatigue,  and  swelhng,  which  usually  occurs 
in  the  ankles,  feet  and  legs.  Swelling  is  caused  by 
fluid  buildup  in  the  body  and  can  lead  to  weight 
gain,  frequent  urination  and  a  cough. 

Because  the  symptoms  are  common  for 
other  conditions,  your  doctor  will  determine  if  you 
have  heart  failure  by  doing  a  detailed  medical  histo¬ 
ry,  an  examination,  and  several  tests. 

Tests  that  are  given  to  determine  heart  fail¬ 
ure  include  an  electrocardiogram  (EKG),  a  chest  X- 
ray,  and  a  blood  test  for  BNP,  a  hormone  that 
increases  in  heart  failure. 

Tests  that  can  identify  the  cause  of  heart 
failure  include:  an  echocardiogram  that  uses  sound 
waves;  a  Holter  monitor,  which  is  a  small  box  that 
is  worn  for  24  hours  to  provide  a  continuous  record¬ 
ing  of  heart  rhythm  during  normal  activity;  and  an 
exercise  stress  test  that  reads  your  EKG  and  blood 
pressure  before,  during,  or  after  exercise  to  see  how 
your  heart  responds. 

There  is  no  cure  for  heart  failure,  but  it  can 
be  controlled. 

People  with  CHF  are  usually  put  on  a  low- 
salt  diet  to  prevent  fluid  build-up.  Their  doctors 
may  also  tell  them  to  lose  weight,  quit  smoking, 
and  reduce  alcohol  intake. 

Medications  that  are  used  include:  diuret¬ 
ics,  AKA  water  pills,  to  reduce  fluid;  ACE 
inhibitors  to  lower  blood  pressure  and  reduce  heart 
stress;  beta-blockers  to  slow  your  heart  rate  and 
lower  blood  pressure;  Digoxin  to  help  the  heart  beat 
stronger. 

People  with  severe  heart  failure  may  also 
he  given  a  mechanical  heart  pump.  A  heart  trans¬ 
plant  is  an  option  when  all  other  treatments  fail  to 
control  symptoms. 


Dr.  Brian  C.  Kush 

Chiropractic  Physician 
Successfully  Treating... 
•  Neck  Pain 
1  Lower  Back  Pain 


« 


•  Headaches 
Leg  &  Arm  Pain 

•  Joint  Pain 


*  Muscle  Pain 
•  Auto  Accident  Pain 

We  accept  your  insurance  pian,  PRO'S. 


Dr.  Rush  Can  Help  You! 

Dr.  Brian  C.  Rush 
Chiropractic  Physician 
10030  Flues  Blvd.  *  Pembroke  Fines 
{954)  432-5006 


Keri  Cook  (R)  presents  a  certificate  of  appreciation  to  Dr.  Kavita  Kohii  (L)  and  Wendy  Nelson  (C). 
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Dental  Program  Holds  Training  for  Physicians 


By  Sandy  Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD  —  Most  parents  wouldn’t 
put  soda  in  their  baby’s  bottle  because  they 
know  it  can  damage  then  teeth,  but 
many  parents  will  put  a  baby  to 
sleep  with  a  bottle  of  milk. 

According  to  the  Centers  for 

Diseases  Control  and  '  *  ‘  * 

Prevention  (CDC).  the  prob- 
lem  is  that  both  drinks  can  ^B 
deposit  acids  in  the  mouth, 
which  can  in  turn  lead  to  a 
disease  called  caries.  J^B 

Also  according  to 

the  CDC,  American  1 

Indians  have  the  highest  v.jil 

rate  of  caries  among  all  i.IiJ'WsJ 

other  demographic.  ^B 

Caries  is  an  infec-  ^ I 

tious  disease  that  damages 

tooth  structure.  The  more  carbo-  ■, 

hydrates  and  sugars  consumed  the 
more  at  risk  a  person  is  to  getting  den- 
tal  caries. 

On  Nov.  13,  Dr.  Kavita  Kohii,  a  pediatric 
dentist  used  by  the  American  Academy  of  Pediatrics 


as  a  preceptor,  and  authority  figure  in  her  field, 
addressed  pediatricians  and  other  community  health 
care  professionals  in  the  Hollywood  Tribal 

Headquarters  Auditorium.  Kohii  intended 
to  educate  them  about  caries  and  its 
prevention. 

The  CDC  recommends 
a  few  simple  steps  that  can  be 
.  ^B^  taken  to  prevent  caries:  Don’t 

put  a  child  to  bed  with  a  bot- 
■y,  ^B  tie  unless  it  contains  water; 

|  lj  “"  do  not  soak  the  baby’s  paci- 

!■  BB  tier  in  honey  because  the 
V  sugar  can  cause  acids  to 
M  form;  keep  snacking  down 
I £  '-£■  t0  less  than  three  times 

*  daily;  only  give  children 

r  Vj ‘K-lt  Ir  Juice  during  meals;  make  sure 
W  children  are  getting  fluoride  in 
jF  the  water  they  drink  or  through 
topical  fluoride  which  includes 
toothpaste,  mouth  rinses,  or  gels;  and 
be  on  the  lookout  for  white  spots  on 
children’s  teeth.  These  spots  are  a  sign  of  flu¬ 
orosis  which  means  that  your  child  is  getting  too 
much  fluoride. 


■:*?  I  ^  I  ■  I-. 
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STEVE  OSCEOLA 

CEIL:  95^-448-0256 
fAK.  954  476-7024 


Save  A  Life  Tour  Reaches  Hearts  and  Minds 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Valerie  Marone  watches  teens  trying  to  throw  football  wearing 
Fatal  Vision®  Simulation  Goggles. 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  Wearing 
Fatal  Vision®  Simulation  Goggles, 
curious  teens  thinking  it  would  he 
easy  to  walk  a  straight  line  while 
intoxicated  quickly  discovered  the 
dangerous  effects  of  alcohol  on  the 
brain.  The  goggles  had  the  same  effect 
as  drinking  six  alcoholic  drinks. 

Almost  every  child  wobbled 
and  weaved,  experiencing  a  feeling  of 
being  out  of  control  on  the  Drunk 
Driving  Simulator  during  the  Save  A 
Life  Tour. 

“It  really  makes  you  feel 
helpless,”  said  Kristina  Osceola,  14. 

Seminole  Police  Department 
(SPD)  officers  brought  this  Field 
Sobriety  Test  demonstration  to  the 
Save  A  Life  Tour  Open  House,  held 
Nov.  10.  It  was  one  of  many  demon¬ 
strations  throughout  the  day  designed 
to  show  the  serious  consequences  of 
drugs  and  alcohol. 

The  Family  Services 
Department  organized  a  full  day  of 
activities  at  the  Herman  L.  Osceola  Gymnasium,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Chairman’s  Office,  the  Non- 
Resident  Liaison’s  Office,  SPD,  Emergency 


one  year  in  jail  and  a  $1,000  fine. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  was  the  Drunk 
Driving  Simulator.  Participants  had  the  chance  to 

experience  what  it  is  like  to  sit 
behind  the  wheel  of  a  car  driv¬ 
ing  under  the  influence  of  alco¬ 
hol  levels  that  keep  increasing. 
Many  youth  gathered  around 
the  participant  sitting  at  the 
screen;  everyone  wanted  a  turn. 

At  first,  the  sober  driv¬ 
er  maneuvers  the  car  very  well. 
However,  as  the  simulated  alco¬ 
hol  level  increases,  it  becomes 
obvious  how  control  over  steer¬ 
ing  the  car  was  quickly  lost  on 
the  simulated  roadway. 

No  matter  how  hard 
the  participants  tried,  they  could 
not  beat  the  system.  Under  the 
influence  of  alcohol,  driving  the 
87  mile  course,  with  its  unpre¬ 
dictable  traffic  and  variable 
weather,  proved  near-impossible 
with  each  driver  becoming  less 
proficient,  and  some  even 
crashing  into  other  virtual  cars 
and  pedestrians. 

At  another  booth  in  the 
gymnasium,  the  Brighton 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Youth  crowd  around  the  Save  A  Life  Drunk  Driving  Simulator. 


Management  Services,  the 
Brighton  Health 
Department  and  the 
Recreation  Department. 

Family  Services 
had  a  booth  where  people 
put  on  the  Fatal  Vision 
glasses  and  tried  to  hit  a 
simple  target  with  a  foam 
football  but  most  failed 
and  went  far  off  the  mark. 

There,  Family  Services 
Community  Events 
Coordinator  Valerie 
Marone  handed  out  infor¬ 
mation  about  alcohol  and 
drugs. 

“These  goggles 
show  people  how  alcohol 
can  affect  your  reflexes, 
your  coordination  and 
depth  perception,”  she 
said.  “We  do  this  to  show 
youth  what  it  is  like  going 
through  this  experience  of 
actually  drinking  six 
beers.  It’s  not  just  about 
driving  a  car  drunk  but 
how  you  walk,  about 

going  up  stairs,  operating  a  4-wheeler  in  this  condi-  Health  Clinic  stressed  nutritious  eating  habits  and 
tion.”  gave  out  canvas  shopping  bags  attendees  could  fill 

with  fresh  vegetables.  Here, 
the  participants  were  given 
information  about  combat¬ 
ing  diabetes. 

Increasing  the  fun 
and  participation  was  a  car 
show  on  the  softball  field 
and  30  cars  or  vehicles  were 
brought  for  judging  and 
show.  This  event  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Non-Resident 
Liaison’s  Office.  A  fabulous 
lunch  was  served  under 
tents  by  the  gym  and  nearby 
were  children’s  activities 
including  climbing  the  spi¬ 
der  web  and  bungee  jump¬ 
ing. 

Later  in  the  day, 
the  Seminole  Fire  Rescue 
performed  a  Jaws  of  Life™ 
demonstration.  The  demon¬ 
stration  featured  the  tool, 
manufactured  by  the  Hurst 
Company,  used  to  pry  open 
a  vehicle  involved  in  an 
accident  when  a  person  is 
trapped. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Steven  Wright  of  Seminole  Fire  Rescue  helps  judge  the  Car  Show. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

Kristina  Osceola  attempts  to  walk  in  a  straight  line  during  the  Brighton  leg  of 
the  Tribal-wide  Save  a  Life  Tour. 


“We  want  kids  to  know  that  sobriety  is  an 
option,”  Marone  added.  “They  don’t  have  to  drink.” 

One  of  the  information  sheets  explained 
drinking  behaviors  after  consuming  five  drinks  in  a 
2.5  hour  period  of  time.  The  brain  area  affected  in  the 
top  frontal  lobes  is  saturated  by  the  alcohol  and  the 
drinker  feels  dizzy  and  delirious.  It  affects  vision, 
speech  and  balance. 

This  level  of  consumption  is  a  0.10  percent 
blood  alcohol  concentration  and  motor  skills  are  very 
impaired.  At  this  level,  driving  is  extremely  dangerous 
and  a  driver  can  be  cited  for  driving  while  intoxicated, 
or  DWI.  With  a  DWI,  a  person  faces  many  criminal 
penalties  including  loss  of  license,  fines  and  more. 

To  illustrate  the  seriousness  of  the  crime, 
another  hand-out  explained  how  DWI  penalties  in 
other  countries  are  even  more  severe  than  those  in  the 
U.S.  In  Finland  it  is  one  year  in  jail  doing  hard  labor. 
In  France,  the  penalty  is  a  three  year  loss  of  license, 


Tribal  Support  Groups 

“Safe  Place  ”  Teen  Support  Group 
Mondays,  4-5  p.m. 

Parenting  Group 
Wednesdays,  8:30-10:30  a.m. 

AA  Meeting 
Tuesdays,  7:30p.m. 

Adult  Support  Group 
Wednesdays,  12  p.m. 

Support  group  meetings  held  at  Sober  House.  Tribal  citizens 
are  encouraged  to  call  the  Brighton  Family  Services 
Department  at  (863)  763-7700,  or  stop  by  the  offices  at  17201 
Civic  Street,  for  information  and  support. 
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Save  A  Life  Tour  Makes  a  Stop  at  Immokalee  Reservation 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  — 

Family  Services,  Allied  Health, 
the  Seminole  Police  Department 
and  Fire  &  Rescue  made  a  com¬ 
bined  effort  to  reach  the 
Immokalee  community  on  Nov. 

17,  and  raise  awareness  on 
some  very  important  issues. 

Family  Services 
brought  the  Save  A  Life  Drunk 
Driving  Simulator  and  set  it  up 
for  community  members  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  experi¬ 
ence  firsthand  the  effect  alcohol 
and  drugs  can  have  on  reflexes 
and  judgment. 

Julie  Bennett  of  Family 
Services  joined  staff  members 
in  guiding  people  through  an 
obstacle  course  of  cones  while  Manuel  Garza  won 

wearing  Fatal  Vision®  _ 

Impartment  Simulation 

Goggles,  which  give  the  viewer  the  sense  of  being 
under  the  influence.  It  was  hysterical  to  watch  children 
and  adults  unsuccessfully  negotiate  the  course  and  see 


Judy  Weeks 

Julie  Bennett  helps  Alexis  Aguilar  negotiate  the 
obstacle  course. 


Judy  Weeks 

first  place  with  his  classic  chopper. 


their  reaction  after  removing  the  eye  wear. 

Games,  prizes  and  literature  were  distrib¬ 
uted  to  participants. 

Brenda  Bordogna,  Chantal  Rogan 
and  Charlotte  Porcaro  from  Allied  Health 
kept  a  steady  stream  of  children  occupied 
with  a  ball  toss  contest,  prizes  and  open 
fruit  and  vegetable  market.  As  they  threw 
the  ball  at  targets  for  prizes,  the  youngsters 
learned  about  exercise,  proper  eating  habits, 
pyramid  and  diabetes. 

November  is  National  Diabetes  Month  and 
careful  attention  was  paid  to  the  debilitating  effect  it 
can  have  upon  the  entire  physical  system  and  ways  to 


prevent  or  control  a  diabetic  condition.  Bordogna’s 
baskets  of  produce,  healthy  recipes  and  snacks  were 
very  appealing  and  she  distributed  attractive  shopping 
hags  for  the  group  to  take  home. 

On  a  more  sobering  note,  the  Seminole  Police 
Department  discussed  graphic  photos  taken 
at  accident  scenes  and  the  pain  and  heart¬ 
break  that  could  have  been  avoided  by 
making  responsible  choices.  Although  the 


Judy  Weeks 

Vanessa  Billie  winds  up  for  a  shot  in  the  ball  toss 
contest. 


pictures  were  horrible,  they  seemed  to  portray  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  and  send  the  gruesome  mes¬ 
sage  home. 

Family  Services’  Linda  Freeman  took  regis¬ 
trations,  while  Fred  Mullins  judged  the  Car  Show  in 
the  parking  lot  of  the  Administration  Building.  There 
were  motorcycles,  trucks,  cars  and  SUVs.  Classic, 
modified  and  contemporary 
vehicles  entered  the  appropriate 
classes.  Trophies  were  received 
by  Kenny  Joe  Davis,  Mario 
Posada,  Manuel  Garza, 
Raymond  Mora,  Lorraine 
Posada  and  Jennifer  Ramos,  in 
multiple  categories. 

A  delicious  barbecue 
picnic  was  served  with  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetable  salad  trays 
were  provided  by  Immokalee 
Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper 
and  her  assistant  Edward 
Aguilar. 

The  Immokalee 
Seminole  Ranch  provided  the 
public  address  system  and  back¬ 
ground  music  for  the  event. 
Staff  talked  with  the  children 
about  healthy  activities  that  are 
an  alternative  to  life  on  the 
streets. 


Family  Services’  Fred  Mullins  (L)  awards  a  first  place  trophy 
in  the  car  show  to  Mario  and  Lorraine  Posada  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  Lauren,  Lindsey  and  Brandon. 


Judy  Weeks 

Kenny  Joe  Davis  put  a  lot  of  work  into  his  champion  truck 
entry. 


Judy  Weeks 

SPD  Officer  Van  Orman  talks  with  the  youngsters  about  the 
gruesome  photos  taken  at  accident  scenes  that  involved  alco¬ 
hol. 


the  food 


Results  from  the  Save  a  Life  Car  Shows 


Hollywood: 

Sports  Cars:  1.  Pernell  Bert,  2.  Joseph  Osceola, 
3.  Tasha  Osceola 

Custom  Cars:  1.  Eric  Osceola,  2.  Eric  Osceola, 
3.  Chris  Osceola 

Classic  Cars:  1.  Ollie  Balentine,  2.  Moses 


Jumper,  3.  Moses  Jumper 

Motorcycles:  1. Ollie  Balentine,  2.  Joshua 

Sneed,  3.  Joshua  Sneed 

SUVS:  1.  Jerome  Davis,  2.  Leslie  Osceola,  3. 

Mercedes  Osceola-Hahn 

Rez  Rides:  1.  Chris  Osceola,  2.  Michelle 


Eric  Osceola’s  first  place  car  from  the  custom  division. 


Osceola,  3.  Leslie  Osceola 

Trucks:  1. Pernell  Bert,  3. Leslie  Osceola,  2. 

Joshua  Sneed 

Classic  Trucks:  1.  Moses  Jumper 
4X4:  l.Eric  Osceola,  2.  Pernell  Bert 

Honorable  Mentions: 

Best  Interior:  Eric  Osceola;  Best  Paint:  Eric 
Osceola;  Best  of  Show:  Eric  Osceola 


Sports  Cars:  1. Ricky  Doctor,  2.  James  Girtman, 
3.  Selena  Billie 

Custom  Cars:  1 .  Margaria  Fudge,  2.  Lupe 

Osceola,  3.  Ronnie  Billie 

Classic  Cars:  1.  Ronnie  Bilhe,  2.  Claudia 

Olivarez 

Motorcycles:  1. Ronnie  Billie,  2.  Larry  Howard, 
SUVS:  1.  Danielle  Howard,  2.  Edna  Tommie, 

3.  Joyce  Piz 

Rez  Rides:  1.  Sandy  Billie,  2.  Justin  Gopher,  3. 
Reese  Bert 

Trucks:  1  .Wayne  Nelson 

Classic  Trucks:  1.  Sandy  Billie,  2.  Justin 

Gopher,  3.  Darrin  Osceola 

4X4:  1.  Edna  Tommie,  2.  Betty  Billie,  3.  Joyce 

Piz 

Honorable  Mentions: 

Best  Interior:  Margaria  Fudge;  Best  Paint: 
Margaria  Fudge;  Best  Of  Show:  Ricky  Doctor 


Sandy  Hamilton 

Moses  Jumper  Jr.’s  classic  truck  took  top  honors  in  its  category. 


'Happy  'Holidays  & 
*Best  'Wishes  for  a 
Prosperous  'Hew  Year! 


954-967-6730 

lT^H  emoil:  soles^igns^>c?wty&wo^d  cam 

www.  sig  na»*biwfflfELt)Mn 
67 1 4  SriHing  Rbod,  Hollywood 


The  Ultimate  in  Frame  Straightening 

Domestic  Cars  Some  Location  Since  W64 
Foreign  Cars  CHIEF-EZ-UNER 

954-522-4145  Fox  954-527-0211 

Ktf  $  w.  Hth  Street  -  Fort  Loudertfcile,  Florida  :mi5 
CLM2B9 
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The  Courtyards  of  Seminole  Winds  show  Christmas  cheer. 


Holiday  Cheer  in  Hollywood 

By  Melissa  Sherman  townhomes  and  apartments. 

HOLLYWOOD—  In  light  of  the 

With  a  twinkle  of  his  nose,  and  a  Hollywood  representative’s 
jingle  of  his  bells,  all  of  Santa’s  favorite  pastime,  a  cool  Santa  on 
workers  brought  Christmas  a  motorcycle  can  even  be  spot- 

magic  and  cheer  to  the  ted.  So,  to  ward  off  ole’ 

Hollywood  Reservation.  Thanks  Ebenezer  Scrooge  this  year,  he 
to  the  collaborative  efforts  of  sure  to  grab  a  cup  of  hot  cocoa 

Hollywood  Council  and  take  the  kids  for  a  winter 

Representative  Max  Osceola  Jr.  stroll  through  Hollywood  to 
and  the  Housing  Department,  a  enjoy  the  light  display.  No  need 
decorative  array  of  choo-choo  to  rush  though,  the  decorations 
trains,  presents,  Christmas  trees  will  he  displayed  until  the  end 
and  reindeer  were  hung  with  of  the  year, 
care  throughout  the  Hollywood 


*  Council 

Continued  from  page  1 


and  to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
fairness  of  the  Hollywood  and 
Tampa  Enterprises  schedule  of 
income  available  for  debt  service 
required  (the  “Schedule”)  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  Sept.  30,  2007; 

Resolution  26: 

Engagement  letter  for  tax  return 
work  by  Deloitte  Tax  LLP  for  the 
tax  years  ended  Sept.  30,  2007  or 
Dec.  31,  2007; 

Resolution  27:  United 
Healthcare  Insurance  Company 
administrative  service  agreement 
and  excess  risk  insurance  policy 
for  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Gaming  Employees  Health  Plan; 

Resolution  46:  Brighton 
Village  Phase  Two  subdivision 
plat  for  the  Brighton  Seminole 
Indian  Reservation; 

Resolution  47 :  Osceola 
Circle  East  subdivision  plat  for 
the  Hollywood  Seminole  Indian 


Reservation; 

Resolution  49:  Max  B. 
Osceola,  III,  loan  for  operating 
capital  for  Seminole  Auto  Salon 
LLC.,  and  completing  final  devel¬ 
opment; 

Resolution  50:  Blake 
Osceola  loan  application  to  pur¬ 
chase,  renovate  and  sell  houses; 

Resolution  51: 

Ratification  of  the  Seminole  Tribe 
of  Florida  Filming  permission  let¬ 
ter  granting  Spectrum  Video 
Productions,  Inc.,  permission  to 
film  a  television  show  on  the  Big 
Cypress  Seminole  Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution  52: 

Revocable  permit  between  Jacob 
Osceola  (permitter)  and  Pinpoint 
Marketing,  D/B/A,  A  Flower 
Depot  (permittee)-Hollywood 
Seminole  Indian  Reservation; 
Resolution  54: 

Appointment  of  land  use  commis¬ 
sion  members  for  a  team  of  two 
years  from  Jan.  1,  2008  through 
Dec.  21,  2009; 


Seniors  Enjoy  an  Afternoon  at  the  Culture  Village 

Famed  Native  Artist  Litefoot  Enjoys  a  Meal  with  the  Community 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  Cooking  over  the 
open  fire,  the  ladies  from  the  Culture 
Department  prepared  a  traditional  Seminole  din¬ 
ner  for  the  Big  Cypress  seniors  and  their  special 
guests,  Litefoot  and  his  wife  Carmen,  on  Nov. 

27. 

BC  Seniors  Site  Manager  Cecilia 
Solano  was  quick  to  mention  that  the  successful 
dinner  was  a  joint  effort. 

“President  Richard  Bowers  supplied  the 
freshly  caught  fish,  while  B.C.  Board  Rep. 
Cicero  Osceola  provided  the  firewood,”  she  said. 
“BC  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress  sponsored  the 
event,  Recreation  organized  the  Horseshoe 
Tournament,  and  of  course,  Community  Care  for 
the  Elders  always  plays  a  big  role  in  all  senior 
activities.” 

The  Cowbone  Band  provided  entertain¬ 
ment  with  Paul  Buster  singing  and  playing  his 
guitar  accompanied  by  Paul  Houlihan  on  the 
doubro  or  steel  resonator.  Their  country  and 
gospel  music  transported  the  partygoers  into  a 
bygone  era  and  created  a  pleasant  change  from 
the  hectic  atmosphere  of  the  21st  Century.  It  was 
easy  to  get  caught  up  in  the  mood,  which  was 


evidenced  by  Chairman 
Mitchell  Cypress  taking  a 
quick  spin  around  the  chic- 
kee  with  Carol  Cypress  to 
a  Hank  Williams  classic. 

Litefoot  is  always 
a  hit  with  the  seniors  who 
have  encountered  him  on 
the  road  as  well  as  at 
home.  Instead  of  making  a 
formal  presentation,  he  and 
his  wife  mingled  with  the 
group  as  one  of  their  own 
and  enjoyed  a  leisurely 
afternoon  of  down  time 
with  old  friends. 

George  Billie 

brought  two  vintage  photo¬ 
graphs  depicting  his 
younger  years  as  an  alliga¬ 
tor  wrestler  and  bow  and 
arrow  instructor  that  were 
quite  a  hit.  Displayed  in  a 

prominent  location,  they  _ 

received  a  lot  of  traffic. 

The  Men  and  Women’s  Horseshoe 
Tournament  took  a  couple  hours  with  some 
very  stiff  competition  on  both  sides. 

However,  like  all  senior  activities,  it  was  a 
pleasant  afternoon  with  cheerful  banter  as 
they  interacted  with  each  other. 

Results  of  the  Horseshoe 
Tournament  were  as  follows:  Men’s:  Thomas 
Billie,  Rudy  Osceola,  George  Billie,  Billy 
Brown  and  Jonah  Cypress;  Women’s:  Mary 


George  Billie  adds  a  Litefoot  photograph  to  his  collection. 


Tigertail,  Laura  Clay,  Louise  Osceola,  Louise 
Billie  and  Violet  Jim. 

Jonah  Cypress  then  offered  the  bless¬ 
ing,  which  was  followed  by  a  magnificent  dinner 
with  a  wide  variety  of  Seminole  dishes  prepared 
in  the  old  time,  family  tradition.  It  wasn’t  hard  to 
talk  Litefoot  into  taking  a  second  helping  on 
everything,  especially  the  sofkee  and  frybread. 

Door  prizes  for  the  event  included  a 
wide  assortment  of  massage  equipment,  which 
was  gratefully  received. 


Judy  Weeks 


Judy  Weeks 


The  ladies  from  the  Culture  Dept,  created  a  succu-  (L-R)  Thomas  Billie  and  George  Billie  are  a  formidable  pair  in  the  horseshoe  tournament, 
lent  dinner  over  the  fire.  


GREAT A/EWS  For  All  Tribal 
Members  and  Employees: 


OF  ACCESSORIES! 


SEE  DEALER  FOR  DETAILS 


THE  BEST  COVERAGE  (N  AMERICA 

5  YEAS5/HHUJQD  MILES  OH  ALL  rD7  £  'M  MODELS 
■  POWERTRAIN  WARRANTY 
-  COURTESY  TRANSPORTATION 
•  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


lid  Morse  Sawgrass  Auto  Mall  is  now  offering  all  Seminole 
tribal  members  and  cm  pin  vets  really  great  deals!  Thais  right, 
all  iribc  members  and  employees,  in  el  tiding  everyone  who 


works  at  the  Seminole  I  lard  Mock  Casino,  can  now  get  huge 
savings  and  all  financing  incentives  for  which  they  qualify  on 
five  GM  brands  of  new  vehicles  and  over  J  50  used  vehicles. 


YOUR  gy  HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 


Y  PONTIAC  (W)  rtUICIK  C3MI 


THE  NEW  2008  MODELS  ARE  HERE  -  OVER 


b 


CHEVROLET  *  CADILLAC 
PONTIAC  •  BUICK  *  GMC 


VEHICLES  IN  STOCK! 


14401  W.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Sunrise 

On  Sunrise  Blvd.  jusi  ensl  nf  Snwgrass  Expwy. 

PLEASE  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES  HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9cm-9pm, 

Sal  ?om-6pmr  Sun  IHpm 
SERVICE  HOURS* 

Mon-Fri  7  am  6pm,  Sot  7am-3pm 


For  vo  be 
and  service  it's 


Ed  Morse,  of  course! 
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Susan  Etxebarria 

Jenny  Billie  holds  a  photo  of  Alice  Osceola,  surrounded  by  Alice’s  descendants. 


Memorial  Tournament  for  Alice  Osceola 


By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  —  “It’s  a  beautiful  day  and 
mom  must  be  looking  over  us,”  said  Juanita  Osceola 
on  the  occasion  of  the  3rd  annual  Alice  Osceola 
Memorial  Horseshoe  Tournament,  held  Nov.  10.  Her 
mother  passed  away  in  February  2005. 

Alice  Osceola  was  a  resident  of  Brighton  and 
a  member  of  the  Panther  Clan.  All  her  children  were 
bom  at  Brighton,  but  some  of  her  descendents  have 


Susan  Etxebarria 


Daughter  Jenny  Osceola  pitches  a  horseshoe. 


since  moved  to  Hollywood,  Trail  and  Big  Cypress. 

Present  for  the  honoring  were  Alice’s  daugh¬ 
ters  Juanita  Osceola  and  Jenny  Billie,  and  sons 
Howard,  Jim  and  Russell  Osceola.  There  were  also 
many  grandchildren,  great-grandchildren,  nieces  and 
nephews  present  as  well.  Passed  on  are  two  daughters 
Mary  Billie  and  Theda  Osceola. 

Jenny  Johns  said  a  Creek  prayer  to  start  the 
day.  Juanita  Osceola  next  thanked  the  Brighton 
Recreation  Department  staff  for  assisting  with  the 
tournament,  and  Brighton  Council  Representative 
Roger  Smith  for  providing  the  prizes. 

In  addition  to  horseshoes,  there  were  skillet 
throws  and  axe  throwing.  An  excellent  noontime  pic¬ 
nic  was  served  to  the  happy  gathering.  With  family 
and  friends,  there  were  well  over  70  guests  enjoying 
the  sunny  hut  shady  area  under  the  giant  oaks. 

”1  want  to  thank  all  the  people  for  coming 
out  and  supporting  this  memorial,”  said  Juanita,  who 
organized  the  event.  “I  am  happy  to  see  so  many  kids 
all  over  the  place.  If  you  don’t  have  family  I  don’t 
know  what  you  have;  that’s  really  all  you  have  that 
counts.” 

One  of  the  cousins,  Alice  Sweat,  spoke  high¬ 
ly  of  Alice  Osceola. 

“She  was  very  important  to  us  at  Brighton,” 
she  said.  “She  contributed  so  much  to  this  community 
and  we  miss  her.” 

The  Alice  Osceola  Memorial  Horseshoe 
Tournament  is  usually  held  in  September.  However, 
this  year  the  family  had  to  reschedule  due  to  other 
commitments. 
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Tribe  Attends  FSU  Homecoming  Activities 


By  Wanda  Bowers 

TALLAHASSEE 
—  Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Jennifer  Chalfant  and  Jr. 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Alicia 
Nunez,  and  their  families, 
had  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  weekend  activities  at  the 
Florida  State  University 
(FSU)  Homecoming,  held  on 
the  weekend  of  Oct.  26-28. 

The  festivities  start¬ 
ed  off  with  a  dinner  on  Oct. 
26  at  the  Silver  Slipper 
Restaurant,  one  of 
Tallahassee’s  finest.  Louise 
Gopher  hosted  the  dinner, 
and  took  the  time  to  wel¬ 
come  all  her  friends  who 
made  the  trip  up  from  South 
Florida  to  see  her  receive  the 
Westcott  Award  during 
FSU’s  Homecoming. 

Gopher  was  also  the 
honorary  grand  marshal  in 
the  Florida  State  University 
Homecoming  Parade  through 
campus.  Jennifer  Chalfant, 
Alicia  Nunez,  the  Tribal 
Color  Guard,  including 
Steven  Bowers,  U.S.  Army, 
and  Joe  Osceola  Jr.,  U.S 


Wanda  Bowers 

Miss  Florida  Seminole  Jennifer  Chalfant  in  the  parade. 


Wanda  Bowers 


Miss  Florida  Seminole  Jennifer  Chalfant  and  Jr.  Miss  Alicia  Nunez 
hold  the  FSU  Homecoming  king  and  queen  crowns,  before  present¬ 
ing  them  to  the  chosen  recipients. 


parade.  Seminole  dolls  with  garnet 
and  gold  clothing  were  a  big  hit  at 
the  parade  as  well  as  the  necklaces 
with  garnet  and  gold  colors  and 
arrow  head  hanging  from  it  just  like 
the  spear  that  Osceola  sticks  into  the 
ground. 

During  the  halftime  activi¬ 
ties,  FSU’s  Marching  Chiefs  band 
performed  as  the  cheerleaders  enter¬ 
tained  the  crowd.  Following  the 
entertainment,  Tribal  President 
Richard  Bowers  Jr.  and  Brighton 
Council  Rep.  Roger  Smith  escorted 
Louise  Gopher  to  the  50  Yard  Line  to 
meet  President  T.K.  Wetherell,  who 
explained  why  Gopher  was  so 
deserving  of  the  Westcott  Award. 

There  was  a  video  up  on  the 
big  screen  that  showed  Gopher’s 
accomplishments,  both  within  the 
Tribe  and  FSU.  It  highlighted  her 
dedication  to  her  people  and  showed 
how  determined  she  was,  through  her 
efforts  as  the  Tribe’s  Education 
Department  director,  to  improve  edu¬ 
cation  for  all  Tribal  citizens.  After  a 
short  appreciation  speech  from 
Wetherell,  he  presented  Gopher  with 
the  distinguished  award. 

Shortly  after  came  the 
announcement  of  the  winners  for 
Homecoming  Queen  and  King,  by 
none  other  than  Miss  Florida 
Seminole  Jennifer  Chalfant.  Chalfant 
would  also  crown  the  2007  King 
Matt  Tomaszewski,  along  with  Jr. 
Miss  Florida  Seminole  Alicia  Nunez 
crowning  2007  Queen  Nichole 
VanderYacht.  The  Tribal  princess  are 
always  glad  to  be  apart  of  the  Florida 
State  Homecoming  festivities  every 
year. 


Army,  both  from  the  Hollywood 
Reservation,  and  Paul  Bowers  Sr., 
Marine  Corp,  from  the  Big 
Cypress  Reservation,  also  repre¬ 
sented  the  Tribe. 

All  the  floats  were  from 
FSU’s  different  sororities,  frater¬ 
nities,  clubs,  football  players, 
track  team  members,  along  with 
the  FSU  Homecoming  Court  and 
Tallahassee  city  officials.  As  long 
as  I’ve  been  attending  the  FSU 
homecoming  festivities,  the 
parade  seems  to  get  bigger  and 
better,  with  all  the  university  and 
the  city  involvement. 

I  think  the  highlight  of 
the  weekend  was  that  the  FSU 
students  and  alumni  were  anxious 
to  purchase  Seminole  arts  and 
crafts  from  our  Seminole  lady 
vendors,  Bobbie  Billie  from  Big 
Cypress  and  Connie  Gowen  from 
Hollywood,  who  sold  their  cre¬ 
ations  at  the  VIP  area  during  the 


Bobbie  Billie  (L)  and  Connie  Gowen  (R)  sold  arts  and  crafts  at  the  FSU  Homecoming  parade. 
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❖  DNA 

Continued  from  page  1 

“We  had  a  really  good  turnout,”  explained 
Moore  Jr.  “We  had  approximately  10,000  people  who 
attended  over  the  three  days.  So  we’re  really  happy. 
We  had  over  600  children  ...  six  schools  attending.” 

Educating  the  crowds  about  Native  America 
was  one  of  the  prime  motivations  at  stake  here. 
Working  diligently  in  a  group  effort,  organizers 
brought  the  DNA  Pow-Wow  &  Music  Festival  togeth¬ 
er,  and  superbly  carried  the  event  through  to  its  tri¬ 
umphant  conclusion.  There  was  some  exceptional 
competition  to  boot,  that  is,  a  Native  American  Dance 
Contest,  with  more  than  $100,000  in  prize  money,  and 
a  Native  American  Drum  Contest,  with  some  $30,000 
in  prize  money. 

The  announcers  for  the  occasion  were:  Dale 
Oldhom  of  the  Crow  Agency,  Montana,  along  with 
Lawrence  Baker  from  North  Dakota.  The  drum  judge 
was  Wayne  Silas  Jr.,  while  the  dance  judge  was 
Jonathan  Windy  Boy,  whereas  arena  director  duties 
were  accomplished  by  Duane  Whitehorse.  The  host  of 


the  Northern  Drum  was  High  Noon  of  Alberta, 

Canada,  and  the  host  of  the  Southern  Drum  was 
Scissortail  from  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Native  American  food,  arts  and  craft  vendors 
galore,  and  long  lines  were  rather  prevalent  throughout 
the  entire  three  day  event. 

“We  invited  vendors  from  last  year’s  Tribal 
Fair;  Natives  from  all  over  the  country,”  said  Moore 
Jr.  “The  Native  American  bands  who  performed  on  the 
Seminole  Hard  Rock  stage,  emceed  by  Junior  Battiste, 
were  Martha  Redbone,  and  Derek  Miller,  and  the 
Blackhawk  Blues  Band.” 

Tribal  citizen  Spencer  Battiest  gave  an 
impressive  rendition  of  the  National  Anthem,  as  mov¬ 
ing  tributes  were  bestowed  on  the  men  and  women  of 
the  U.S.  military.  The  much- venerated  Seminole  Color 
Guard,  whose  members  on  this  occasion  included: 
Steven  Bowers,  Ted  Nelson,  and  Paul  Bowers,  were 
also  on  hand.  Tampa  community  member  Bobby 
Henry  graciously  delivered  prayers  and  blessed  the 
grounds,  insuring  the  event  would  be  carried  off  with 
flying  colors. 

The  DNA  dancers  were  out  in  full-force.  The 
Seminole,  Aztec  and  Anikituhwa  dancers,  among  oth¬ 
ers,  gave  powerful  performances 
every  single  time,  while  the  sound 
of  the  drums  and  singing  rever¬ 
berated  throughout  the 
Entertainment  Hall.  And  outside, 
on  the  Seminole  Hard  Rock  Stage, 
flute  player  Sonny  Nevaquaya, 
delivered  brilliant  performances. 
Nevaquaya  is  part 
Commanche/ Chickasaw/ Choctaw 
from  Apache,  Okla. 

One  particular  song  writ¬ 
ten  by  Nevaquaya  is  entitled, 
“Vietnam,  Why  Did  You  Take  My 
Only  Son?”  and  was  first  per¬ 
formed  in  1986  at  the  Vietnam 
Veteran’s  Memorial  in 
Washington,  DC. 

“I  think  the  turnout  is 
really  nice,  with  the  schools  and 
the  young  kids,”  said  Nevaquaya. 
“And  there  seems  to  be  more  and 
more  people  coming  in  all  the 
time.” 

“We  worked  with 
MacDill  Air  Force  Base  on  doing 
a  school  program  for  them  over 
there,  and  that  gave  us  the  idea,” 


Esta  Liedern 

Native  women  and  men  took  part  in  the  drum  competition  at  the  DNA  Pow-Wow. 


Connie  Gowen  displays  her  handmade  Seminole 
dolls  and  patchwork  clothing  for  sale  at  the  festival. 


Esta  Liedern 


Miss  Florida  Seminole  looks  at  native  arts  and 
crafts  available  at  one  of  the  booths  at  DNA. 


Discover  Native  America  Pow-Wow  Pool  Tournament 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

TAMPA  —  Though  the  Discover  Native 
America  (DNA)  Pow-Wow  Pool  Tournament,  open 
to  all  Native  Americans,  was  put  together  on  such 
short  notice.  Still,  there  was  a  wonderful  turnout  for 
the  event,  held  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  DNA  Pow-Wow  &  Music  Festival. 

The  Pool  Tournament  took  place  on  Nov. 
16-17  and  was  hastily  arranged  by  Big  Cypress 
Council  Rep.  David  Cypress,  main  DNA  Pow-Wow 
&  Music  Festival  organizer,  Frank  Moore  Jr.,  and 
the  Big  Cypress  Recreation  Department.  Play  began 
at  6  p.m.  on  Nov.  16,  and  resumed  again  at  noon  the 
following  day. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and  Big 
Cypress  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress  participated  in 
the  tournament,  while  pool  enthusiast,  Joe  Billie  of 
Big  Cypress,  could  be  seen  prominently  in  the  hotel 
billiards  room  with  his  custom-made  cue  and  its 
exquisitely-crafted  leather  case. 

“The  turnout  was  excellent,”  indicated 
Steve  Frost  of  the  Big  Cypress  Recreation  depart¬ 
ment,  “considering  the  short  notice  everyone  had. 

There  were  a  couple  of  noteworthy  per¬ 
formances.  Theresa  Nunez  won  all  three  events  she 
played  in.  And  Rosie  Billie,  a  senior  from  Brighton, 
who  has  been  having  health  problems,  finished  third 


in  the  18  and  over  9-ball  event,  and  fourth  in  the 
Scotch  Doubles  with  her  partner,  Jack  Billie.” 
Complete  results  are  as  follows: 

8- Ball:  Senior  Women,  Ages  60  and  Older: 
1.  Juanita  Osceola,  2.  Jane  Doctor,  3.  Louise 
Osceola,  4.  Rose  Jones,  5.  Louise  Billie;  Women, 
Ages  18-49:  1.  Theresa  Nunez,  2.  Claudia  Olivarez, 
3.  Teonna  Rock,  4.  Juanita  Osceola,  5.  Dale 
Grasshopper;  Senior  Men,  Ages  50-59:  1.  David 
Cypress,  2.  Gary  Clay,  3.  Lonnie  Billie,  4.  Roy 
Snow,  5.  Buddy  Sweat;  Senior  Men,  Ages  60  and 
Older:  1.  Joe  Billie,  2.  Russell  Osceola,  3.  Keeno 
King,  4.  Billy  Micco,  5.  George  Billie;  Men,  Ages 
18-49:  1.  George  Grasshopper,  2.  Tony  Billie, 
3.Gary  Clay,  4.  Jack  Billie,  5.  Roy  Snow. 

9- Ball:  Women:  1 .  Theresa  Nunez,  2. 
Roanie  Henry,  3.  Rosie  Billie,  4.  Debbie  Ray,  5. 
Donnia  Autuna;  Men:  1.  Gary  Clay,  2.  Nick  Tiger, 

3.  Jack  Billie,  4.  Randy  Clay,  5.  Russell  Osceola. 

Scotch  Doubles:  Seniors:  1.  George  and 
Dale  Grasshopper,  2.  Parker  and  Rose  Jones,  3.  Joe 
Billie  and  Jane  Doctor,  4.  Buddy  and  Alice  Sweat, 

5.  Lonnie  Billie  and  Louise  Osceola;  Adults:  1.  Roy 
Snow  and  Theresa  Nunez,  2.  Randy  Clay  and 
Debbie  Henry,  3.  Russell  and  Juanita  Osceola,  4. 
Jack  and  Rosie  Billie,  5.  George  and  Dale 
Grasshopper. 


Esta  Liederman 

Native  American  pride  was  present  during  the  Grand  Entry  of  the  Pow-Wow. 


said  Moore  Jr.  “We  just 
wanted  to  acknowledge 
them  and  show  them  some 
respect  for  what  they’re 
doing.  We  had  other  Tribal 
veterans  there.  The 
Seminole  Color  Guard  and 
all  the  councilmen  partici¬ 
pated.  They  were  there  for 
all  the  grand  entries.” 

Major  Native 
American  events  such  as 
these  have  traditionally 
been  multi-colored  affairs, 
sacred,  immersed  in  Native 
ways,  and  this  one  was  no 
exception.  From  the  feath¬ 
ers,  the  beads,  the  ribbons, 
the  people,  the  drums  and 
songs  and  the  rest  of  the 
stunning  regalia,  it  was  an 
unforgettable  scene  of 
thrilling  native  sound,  over¬ 
powering  motion  and  amaz¬ 
ing  color,  to  be  sure. 

“The  pow-wow 
was  great  for  us,”  said 
Oliver  Wareham,  who  was 
also  involved  in  the  pre-planning,  “ft  helps  bring  our 
communities  together.  We  all  come  together,  and  we’re 
one.” 

Moore,  Jr.  also  referring  to  the  substantial 
benefits  gleaned  from  such  a  worthy  enterprise, 
affirmed:  “It  just  gives  us  a  reason  to  be  proud.  We’ve 
got  a  lot  to  be  proud  of.  It  exposes  us  to  more  tribes. 
Plus  the  community,  the  Tampa  area,  they  love  pow¬ 
wows.  We’re  hoping  to  make  it  an  annual  event.  The 
chairman  wants  to  make  it  annual  event,  the  council 
agreed.  Plus,  working  with  MacDill  Air  Force  Base, 
we’re  also  hoping  to  put  together  a  traveling  pro¬ 
gram.” 


“I  love  the  pow-wow,”  declared  Tony  Dees, 
personal  trainer  to  the  chairman.  “It’s  the  first  one  I’ve 
ever  attended.  It’s  really  exciting,  electric!  I  didn’t 
know  the  variations  of  dances  that  they  had.  It’s  really 
enjoyable.” 

As  were  various  other  Tribal  leaders, 
Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  presence  was  quite  visible 
during  the  pow-wow. 

“Next  year  we’re  hoping  to  promote  the 
event  even  more  so  that  even  more  people  will  come 
out  and  learn  about  our  DNA  Pow-Wow  &  Music 
Festival,  and  our  native  ways,”  he  said.  “So  I  think 
this  is  very  educational  for  non-Native  Americans,  and 
also  for  the  different  Tribes  who  attend.” 


VENDORS  WANTED: 

ARTS.  CRAFTS  &  FOOD 

BIG  CYPRESS  SHOOTOUT 

2ND  SEMINOLE  WAR  REENACTMENT 

FEBRUARY  22-24.  2008 
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beckoned  the 
contestants  onto 
the  course. 

The  last 
golf  cart  departed 
the  club  house 
around  8  a.m. 
without  fanfare. 
The  sounds  of 
laughter  and  play¬ 
ful  chiding  drifted 
back  from  the 
first  tee  as  each 
successive  con- 
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BC  Community  Honors  Michele  Cypress 


Sixth  Annual  Pool  Tournament  Held  in  Her  Honor 


(L-R)  Mondo  Tiger,  Michelle  Lenire,  Cicero  Osceola,  Ernest  Riley,  Sandy  Pendleton, 
Virginia  Billie,  Raymond  Garza,  Lawrence  Osceola  and  Charlie  Cypress. 


Turkey  Skins  Golf  Tournament 


By  Judy  Weeks  scattered  down  the  fairways.  It  was  every 

CLEWISTON,  Fla.  —  The  sun  man  and  woman  for  themselves  as 
slowly  emerged  from  the  early  morning  “skins”  implies  “with  no  handicaps.” 
mist  on  Nov.  24  as  golfers  took  to  the  By  11:30  a.m.  bags  of  clubs 

links  at  the  Clewiston  Country  Club  for  were  being  unloaded  at  their  final  desti- 
the  Turkey  Skins  Tournament,  sponsored  nation  and  the  time  of  reckoning  had 
by  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  The  arrived.  Tournament  Coordinator  Charlie 
overcast  sky  was  quickly  transformed  Cypress  gathered  up  the  score  cards  and 
into  a  bright  sunny  day  with  a  cool,  gen-  a  sharp  pencil  to  make  the  tally, 
tie  breeze  that  _ 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  14  pool  tables  at  the  Big 
Cypress  Gym  rarely  lay  idle  during  the  two  day  6th  Annual 
Michele  Cypress  Pool  Tournament,  held  Nov.  23-24.  Each  year, 
this  Tribal  and  affiliate  event  draws  an  enthusiastic  crowd  from  all 
of  the  Seminole  reservations  and  surrounding  areas  who 
enjoy  the  game  and  celebrate  the  memory  of  Michele 
Cypress. 

Following  a  shout  to  rack’em  up  at  6  p.m.  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  23,  the  Tournament  officially  got 
underway.  The  seniors  played  Men  and  Women’s  8-Ball 
Singles  and  9-Ball  Scotch  Doubles  until  well  after  mid¬ 
night  during  this  first  leg  of  the  event. 

The  following  morning,  the  seniors  returned  to 
join  the  adult  players  for  registration  at  1 1  a.m.  for  Men 
and  Women’s  Adult  8-Ball  Singles,  Scotch  Doubles, 

Men  and  Women’s  Team  8-Ball  and  the  9-Ball  Opens. 

Play  began  at  noon  and  continued  non-stop  until  about 
6:30  a.m.  the  next  morning.  Despite  the  all  night  play, 
the  crowd  didn’t  begin  to  thin  out  until  around  4  a.m. 

During  opening  ceremonies,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress  and  Board  Representative  Cicero  Osceola  wel¬ 
comed  players  and  provided  an  oral  tribute  in  memory 
of  Michele  Cypress.  The  three  leaders  also  asked  those 
in  attendance  to  remember  the  less  fortunate  in  their 
prayers  during  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  weekend. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  requested:  “Please 
pray  daily  for  the  safe  return  of  the  men  and  women 
who  are  fighting  for  our  country.  Remember  the  veter¬ 
ans  who  have  made  their  sacrifices  for  the  freedom  that 
we  enjoy.  Freedom  isn’t  free  and  they  have  paid  the  ulti¬ 
mate  price.” 

Maroon  long  and  short  sleeve  T-shirts  were  dis¬ 
tributed  in  memory  of  the  occasion.  Refreshments  and  a 
fully  loaded  buffet  provided  sustenance  for  the  crowd 
throughout  the  tournament. 

Pool  enthusiasts  formed  a  steady  audience  at  the 
awesome  display  of  pool  cues,  cases  and  memorabilia  at 
the  entrance.  Craftsman  Mike  Dewitt  remained  busy  ply¬ 
ing  his  trade  by  replacing  tips,  polishing  and  refinishing 
cues  on  site.  Many  of  the  players  in  the  room  had  either 
custom  ordered  or  won  examples  of  his  fine  artwork  and 
proudly  exhibited  them. 

Being  a  perfectionist,  DeWitt  emphasizes  the 
need  for  proper  weight,  balance  and  a  blemish  free  fin¬ 
ish.  Each  of  his  productions  is  a  much  coveted  work  of 
art  that  includes  inlays  of  wood,  precious  stones  and 
beadwork.  These  masterpieces  are  not  only  works  of  art 
but  must  also  be  versatile  equipment  for  the  game  of 
pool. 

Results  of  the  tournament  are  listed  beginning 
with  first  place  in  each  category. 

Nov.  23  Events: 

Senior  Women’s  8-Ball:  Juanita  Osceola,  Jane 
Doctor,  Shirley  Pigeon,  Eaura  Clay,  Diana  OnlyAChief; 

Senior  Men’s  8-Ball:  George  Grasshopper,  Billy  Brown, 

David  Cypress,  Roy  Snow,  Rocky  Pigeon;  Senior  Scotch 
Doubles:  Billy  Brown  and  Esther  Buster,  Roy  Snow  and 
Bess  Bowlegs,  David  Cypress  and  Laura  Clay,  Keeno 
King  and  Louise  Billie,  Buddy,  Alice  Sweat;  Senior 
Women’s  9-Ball:  Bess  Bowlegs,  Louise  Osceola,  Shirley 
Pigeon,  Diana  OnlyAChief,  Esther  Buster;  Senior  Men’s 
9-Ball:  Gary  Clay,  Roy  Snow,  Rocky  Pigeon,  Daniel 
Gopher,  Billy  Brown. 

Nov.  24  Events: 

Women’s  8-Ball:  Phalyn  Osceola,  Hope  Baker, 

Theresa  Nunez,  Donnia  Antuna,  Linda  Jones;  Men’s  8- 
Ball:  George  Grasshopper,  Rocky  Pigeon,  Josh  Garza, 

Nick  Tiger,  Jack  Billie;  Scotch  Doubles:  Tony  Billie  and 
Donnia  Antuna,  Moses  Billie,  Jr.  and  Louise  Osceola,  OB 
Osceola  and  Linda  Jones,  Raymond  Garza  and  Virginia 
Billie,  Nick  Tiger  and  Carla  Cypress;  Women’s  9-Ball: 

Phalyn  Osceola,  Dale  Grasshopper,  Jane  Doctor,  Juanita 
Osceola  and  Virginia  Billie;  Men’s  9-Ball:  Randy  Clay, 

Gary  Clay  Woody  Wilson,  Raymond  Garza  and  Arnold 
Cypress. 

Women’s  Teams:  1.  Cue  T’s:  Theresa  Nunez, 

Phalyn  Osceola  and  Laura  Lindauer;  2.  Forty  9-Sixty  9: 

Tonya  Jumper,  Donnia  Antuna  and  Christina  Castaneda; 

3.  Troubled  Shooters:  Dale  Grasshopper,  Shirley  Pigeon  and 
Sherry  King;  4.  Triple  Threat:  Connie  Williams,  Pauletta  Bowers 
and  Virginia  Billie;  5.  2  Indians  and  a  Hutkey:  Teonna  Rock, 
Louise  Osceola  and  Rena  Blissett. 

Men’s  Teams:  1 .  3  Injuns  &  a  “Honky:”  David  Cypress, 
George  Grasshopper,  OB  Osceola  and  Troy  Frank;  2.  Seminoles: 
Tony  Billie,  Randy  Clay,  Gary  Clay  and  Glen  Olson;  3.  Outkast: 


Leon  Micco,  Roy  Snow,  Joe  Billie  and  Bill  Wilson;  4.  Motown: 
Raymond  Garza,  Josh  Garza,  Roy  Garza  Jr.  and  Lonnie  Billie;  5. 
Jack’s:  Jack  Billie,  Ryan  Osceola,  Raonson  Hill  and  Jesse  Urbina. 


Gary  Clay  (R)  shakes  hands  with  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (L)  after 
running  the  table. 


Mitchell  Cypress  awards  the  Cue  T’s,  (L-R)  Laura  Lindauer,  Phalyn 
Osceola  and  Theresa  Nunez,  the  women’s  team  championship  prize. 


Steve  Frost  (L)  congratulates  Louise  Osceola  (C)  and  Moses  Billie  Jr. 
(R)  for  second  place  in  the  Scotch  Doubles. 


Judy  Weeks 

The  men’s  team  of  3  Injuns  and  a  “Honky”  took  first  place. 
(L-R)  David  Cypress,  George  Grasshopper,  Troy  Frank  and 
OB  Osceola  Jr. 


Steve  Frost  (R)  awards  Billy  Brown  (L)  and  Esther  Buster  (C) 
for  winning  first  place  in  the  Senior  Scotch  Doubles  event. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  Sherry  King,  David  Cypress  and  Lonnie  Billie  oversee 
registration. 


Judy  Weeks 

George  Grasshopper  took  first  place  in  the  Senior  Men’s  8-ball. 


testant  began 
their  journey 
around  the 
course.  This 
happy-go-lucky 
group  of  approxi¬ 
mately  20  players 
quickly  became 


(L-R)  Charlie  Cypress  and  Cicero  Osceola  measure  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  the  pin. 


!  V 

Ju 

Virginia  Billie  checks  her  score  card. 


Mondo  Tiger  and  Lawrence  Osceola  are  o 
links. 


Players  lounged  on  the 
porch  outside  the  Pro  Shop  reliv¬ 
ing  their  birdies,  pars  and  bogies 
awaiting  the  results.  This  is  a 
tough  bunch  to  play  with  as  they 
rib  each  other  about  past  experi¬ 
ences  that  would  best  be  forgotten. 
Thanks  to  your  buddies,  it  was 
obvious  that  there  is  some  baggage 
you  will  wind  up  carrying  around 
for  the  rest  of  your  golfing  career. 

Mondo  Tiger  quietly 
played  his  air  violin  to  accompany 
the  saga  of  bad  sand  traps,  greens 
that  are  too  fast,  trees  that  sudden¬ 
ly  appear  out  of  nowhere  and  balls 
that  go  for  a  final  swim.  Charlie 
Cypress  confirmed  how  Cicero 
Osceola’s  ball  went  straight  for  the 
cup  on  the  tenth  hole,  hesitated 
and  then  circumvented  the  edge 
and  wound  up  five  feet  away. 
Everyone  agreed  that  it’s  all  a  part 
of  the  game  and  these  are  the 
things  that  make  it  an  interesting 
competition. 

Finally  the  results  were 
completed  and  Cypress  announced 
that  the  women,  Virginia  Billie 
and  Michelle  Lemire, 

T]  would  be  splitting  their 
*1  share  of  the  pot  evenly. 

■  Jl  The  Men’s  Long  Drive 

■j  belonged  to  Mondo  Tiger. 

Other  results 

include:  Closest  to  the  Pin: 
Men’s  KP-Charlie  Cypress 
and  Raymond  Garza; 

■  Women’s  KP-Michelle 
B  Lemire;  Senior  Men’s  KP- 

■  Ernest  Riley  and 

H  Lawrence  Osceola.  Least 
H  Amount  in  the  following 
order:  Darrell  Bird,  Sandy 
Pendleton,  Ricky  Doctor, 
■  Lawrence  Osceola,  Ernest 

■  jH  Riley,  Cicero  Osceola, 

Mondo  Tiger,  Raymond 
idy  weeks  (jarza  an(j  Charlie 
i  the  Cypress. 
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E-League  champions,  Sabiki,  take  their  champi¬ 
onship  home  to  South  Dade. 


(L-R)  Boettner  “Ruggy”  Roger  Jumper  and 
Jerry  Hart,  ISA  director 


(L-R)  Terry  Tartsah  and  Kristin  Duda 


The  RBJ  Team  proudly  wear  their  Roger  Jumper 
T-shirts  as  team  jerseys. 


Softball  Enthusiasts  Gather  From 
All  Over  State  for  Competition 


The  Nuttin’  Nice  team,  two-time  champions. 


Roger  B.  Jumper  s  Memorial  Softball  Tournament 


Nutz  from  South  Dade  fall  short  of  reliving  top  hon¬ 
ors  and  took  home  the  second  place  E-League  trophy. 


Cutler  Ridge’s  Hit  Squad  takes  the  2nd  place  in  the 
D-League. 


4  in  the  Dip  from  Homestead  take  the  D  League 
Championship  home. 


New  Moon  Blue  Crush,  the  second  place  finishers. 


Milo  Osceola  tries  to  make  a  double  play. 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

COOPER  CITY,  Lla.  —  Roger  B. 
Jumper  passed  away  on  June  20,  2003  at  the  age 
of  21.  His  birthday,  Nov.  16,  started  off  a  weekend 
full  of  homerun  hits  and  great  defensive  plays  in 
his  honor. 

The  tournament  hosted  39  total  teams, 
with  seven  women’s  bracket  teams,  nine  D  League 
teams  and  19  E 
League  men’s 
teams.  The  venue, 
the  Brian  Piccolo 
Park  softball 
fields,  was  a  bet¬ 
ter  location  for  the 
tournament 
because  of  all  the 
fields  that  they 
had  access  to, 
helping  the  tour¬ 
nament  ran 
smoothly. 

“Roger 

was  my  only  son, 
and  he  had  all 
kinds  of  friends, 
liked  to  go  to  the 
mall  and  concerts, 
he  loved  football 
and  softball,  he 
would’ve  enjoyed 
this  tournament,” 
said  Glenda 
Jumper,  Roger’s 
mom,  who  also  thanked  everyone  involved. 

As  the  tournament  progressed  into  its  sec¬ 
ond  year,  the  Jumper  family  made  improvements 
by  adding  a  D-League  tournament.  The  D-League 
means  everything  gets  better  the  further  up  a  play¬ 
er  plays. 

This  tournament  was  an  Independent 


Softball  Association  (ISA)  sanctioned  tournament, 
which  according  to  isasoftball.com,  is  the  most 
dynamic  version  of  the  game  played. 

ISA  originated  the  employment  of  rules 
such  as  the  ISA  pitchers  box,  base  stealing,  the 
base  burglar  and  legitimate  home  run  rules  in 
accordance  with  today’s  bats  and  balls.  No  longer 
dependent  on  offense  only,  ISA  has  reincorporated 
defense  as  an  integral 
facet  of  the  game. 

Boettner 
“Ruggy”  Roger 
Jumper,  Roger’s  dad 
thanked  all  the  people 
who  helped  make  the 
tournament  possible. 
He  said  he  felt  it  was 
a  great  success 
“It’s  not 

about  the  money;  it’s 
about  the  tournament 
and  what  it  represents 
and  keeping  Roger’s 
memory  alive,”  he 
said.  “Last  year  [the 
tournament]  was  in 
August,  but  this  year 
the  first  day  of  the 
tournament  was  on 
Roger’s  birthday.” 

The  family 
wanted  to  thank 
everyone  who  helped 
in  making  this  tourna¬ 
ment  a  hit,  Rhonda  Moffit,  Jerry  Hart,  ISA 
Director,  Jeff  Whitman,  ISA  Director,  Keith 
Alercon,  ISA  Director,  Eloise  Daloney,  and  recre¬ 
ation  staff,  Terry  Tartsah  and  Kristin  Duda.  Mr. 
M’s  Subs  provided  lunch  and  Eric’s  Barbeque  pro¬ 
vided  everyone  with  dinner. 


Women’s  Results 
1.  Nuttin  Nice,  Miami 
2.  New  Moon  Blue  Crush,  Ft.  Lauderdale 
3.  Comp  Glass,  Boca  Raton 

Men’s  D  League  Results 

1.  4  in  the  Dip,  Homestead 

2.  Hit  Squad,  Cutler  Ridge 

3.  B  &  B  Sales  and  Service,  Hollywood 

Men’s  E  League  Results 

1.  Sabiki,  South  Dade 

2.  Nutz,  South  Dade 

3.  Young  Guns,  Hollywood 


New  Recreation  Dept  For  Immokalee 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  In  just  two  months  time, 
the  Immokalee  Seminole  Recreation  Department  has 
undergone  a  complete  transformation.  New  director  in 
Recreation  facilities  John  Boone  and  his  assistant, 
Virginia  Garcia,  have  established  a  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community. 

After  doing  a  complete  study  of  the  age 
groups,  interest  levels  and  time  schedules  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  potential  participants,  programs  were  orches¬ 
trated  to  offer  a  varied  curriculum  that  would  benefit 
everyone.  Existing  programs  for  the  enhancement  of 
education  were  taken  into  consideration,  as  well  as 
work  schedules  for  the  employed,  in  order  to  benefit 
the  greatest  number  of  people  without  creating  any 
hardship. 

Employee  job  descriptions  were  reviewed  to 
allow  for  instructors  and  sports  supervisors  to  be  placed 
in  the  positions  where  they  would  be  the  most  benefi¬ 
cial.  In  addition,  a  regular  pick  up  and  delivery  sched¬ 
ule  has  been  established  for  the  recreation  bus  to  trans¬ 
port  children  to  and  from  lessons,  events  and  sports 
activities. 

The  old  ball  field  and  Recreation  Department 
area  buildings  have  been  cleaned  and  refurbished. 

There  is  a  brand  new  layout  for  the  baseball  diamond, 
new  clay  and  sodded  playing  field  with  freshly  painted 
dugouts. 

The  golf  driving  range  has  been  transformed 
from  a  vacant  field  into  a  well  lit  and  carefully  main¬ 
tained  practice  area  with  adequate  barriers  for  protec¬ 
tion.  Shade  and  seating  have  been  provided  for  the 
players  and  spectators  in  close  proximity  to  the  tees. 
And  to  the  delight  of  both  young  and 
old,  a  miniature  golf  course  has  been 
provided  to  allow  for  teaching,  practic¬ 
ing  and  honing  of  skills. 

The  new  youth  center  has  found 
a  home  beside  the  gym  and  is  in  the  final 
stages  of  completion  with  occupancy 
planned  for  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Programs  already  in  operation 
are  Kids’  Pool  Night  on  Mondays  from  4 
to  6  p.m.  at  the  Pool  Hall  located  on  the 
Immokalee  Seminole  Ranch.  Children 
are  picked  up  after  school,  homework 
and  tutoring  sessions  and  transported  to 
the  Hall,  where  they  receive  instruction 
appropriate  to  their  age  groups.  Healthy 
snacks  and  refreshments  are  provided.  In 
just  a  few  short  weeks,  the  group  of  par¬ 
ticipants  has  swelled  to  more  than  35 
kids. 

Adults  make  use  of  the  same 
pool  facilities  on  Tuesday  nights  at  6:30 
p.m.,  when  they  participate  in  the 
Immokalee  Community  Pool 
Tournaments. 

The  Wednesday  afternoon  Kids’ 

Golf  Clinic  from,  4-6  p.m.,  has  become 
very  popular  with  children  participating 
from  4  years  and  older.  Equipment  for 
all  sizes  is  available  ranging  from  tod¬ 
dlers  to  adults.  As  the  bus  pulls  in,  the 
children  pile  out  with  squeals  of  delight 


and  the  fun  begins. 

Small  fry  and  children  from  the  lower  grades 
are  given  instruction  on  the  miniature  golf  course, 
while  the  more  advanced  group  take  lessons  on  the 
driving  range.  The  popularity  of  the  Clinic  has  been 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  When  6  o’clock  rolls 
around,  parents  have  been  coming  to  join  their  kids 
and  are  quickly  replacing  them  on  the  golfing  range. 

To  meet  the  growing  needs  of  this  popular 
sport,  the  Immokalee  Recreation  Department  would 
like  to  introduce  PGA  Golf  Professional  Woody 
Doherty.  He  has  more  than  25  years  of  experience 
teaching  the  game  as  a  professional.  Starting  as  an 
assistant  pro,  he  eventually  became  director  of 
instruction  at  the  Charles  River  Country  Club  in 
Newton,  Mass.  In  2004  he  moved  to  Naples  and 
became  head  golf  pro  at  the  Valencia  Golf  and 
Country  Club. 

Doherty  is  now  helping  run  the  golf  tourna¬ 
ments  for  Recreation,  giving  instruction  at  the  Kids’ 
Golf  Clinics  and  is  available  for  lessons  at  the  driving 
range  complex.  He  can  be  reached  through  the 
Recreation  Department  or  directly  by  calling  (239) 
682-2989  or  by  e-mail  at  woodydoherty@pga.com. 

The  Immokalee  Gym  is  now  open  to  the 
children  for  supervised  games  every  Thursday  from 
4-6  p.m.  and  Saturdays  from  10  a.m.-7  p.m.  Fridays 
have  been  designated  as  Kids’  Movie  Night  from  6- 
10  p.m.  Ages  5  and  older  are  welcome  and  popcorn, 
pizza  and  drinks  are  served. 

A  basketball  league  is  the  organizational 
stages  and  for  other  supervised  sports  contact  the 
Immokalee  Recreation  Department. 


Judy  Weeks 


Ozzi  Garza,  5,  practices  his 
swing  at  the  Immokalee 
Driving  Range. 


Judy  Weeks 


Carlize  Bermudez,  4,  can’t  get 
enough  of  miniature  golf. 


Rick  Burgess  gives  James  Mora  a  little  extra  height 
at  the  pool  table. 


Immokalee  Recreation  Department  facilities  have 
undergone  a  transformation. 


Judy  Weeks 

The  new  baseball  diamond  and  sodded  playing  field  are  being  prepared  for  the  up-coming  season. 
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1990  I  HAVE  PROTECTED  RIGHTS 
^JKE  YOURS.  MY  OFFICE  DEFENDS  DUl'S.  DRUG 

offenses,  suspended  license,  domestic 
VIOLENCE.  AND  ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS. 


The  hiring  or  an  anewnay  «  w  important  dedatnn  Hint  should  nt»  ixi  oased  solely 
upon  aovcrtiseinoni  Ricnaftf  Casirto  *ork*d  as  a  PuWic  Oeiondor  in  Broward 
County  hom  1990‘1 996  and  has  been  in  private  practice  tor  nine  years 
In  1995  ha  was  voted  fra  Trial  Altemey  ol  ihe  year  He  graduated  fcom 
Capital  Univereily  *n  T909  and  was  admitted  lo  the  Florida  Bar  in  1990. 
Federal  Bar  in  1 992,  and  Ihe  Federal  Trial  Bar  in  1994. 
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Little  Warriors  li  Team  Dragon  Adults  14+ 
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Pro  Tour  Concludes  with  Mizerak  Championship 


By  Felix  DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Nov.  29  the 
Seminole  Pro  Tour  Steve  Mizerak  Championship 
kicked  off  with  the  Seminole  Pro  Tour  Celebrity 
Charity  Pro-Am  event  at  the  Hard  Rock  Live. 
The  tournament  got  started  with  a  group  of  local 
sports  celebrities  enjoying  a  fun- filled  competi¬ 
tive  round  of  10-ball  pool. 

This  event  was  hosted  by  Seminole 
Spots  Management  (SSM)  in  conjunction  with 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida.  Professional  pool 
celebrities,  along  with  host  and  baseball  legend 
Andre  “The  Hawk”  Dawson,  helped  make  this 
event  a  success. 

The  Pro-Am  also  featured  a  silent  auc¬ 
tion  of  famous  celebrities’  unique  sports  memo¬ 
rabilia  presented  by  Field  of  Dreams  that  guests 
could  bid  on.  Guests  also  enjoyed  music,  food 
and  drinks  with  all  proceeds  benefitting  the  Boys 
&  Girls  Clubs  of  Broward  County.  Some  of  the 
items  up  for  auction 
were  football  legend 
Jim  Brown’s  auto¬ 
graphed  helmet,  anoth¬ 
er  football  great 
Lawrence  Taylor’s  #56 
autographed  uniformed 
jersey,  and  a  framed 
autographed  photo  of 
Hall  of  Famer  Dan 
Marino  in  action,  just 
to  mention  a  few. 

Kevin 
Pickard,  SSM 
Tournament  and 
Events  Coordinator, 
did  a  marvelous  job 
emceeing  this  charity 
event 

Pickard  said, 

“We  got  16  teams 
competing  with  the 
people  that  bought  in 
to  play,  including 
Seminole  Tribal  mem¬ 
bers  with  professional 
pool  players  and  for¬ 
mer  professional  ath¬ 
letes  also  competing  on 
16  pool  tables,  with 
everything  going  to  the 
Boys  &  Girls  Club.” 

Some  of  the 
Tribal  citizens  partici¬ 
pating  included: 

Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  BC  Council 
Rep.  David  Cypress, 

BC  Board  Rep.  Cicero 
Osceola,  George 
Grasshopper,  Bobby 
Frank  Sr.  and  his  son 
Robert  Frank  Jr. 


“I’m  here  to  try  to  win 
the  10-ball,”  said  Robert  Frank  Jr. 

He  was  on  his  dad  Bobby 
Frank’s  team  and  they  did  a  good 
job,  coming  in  third  place. 
Everyone  said  they  enjoyed  this 
fun-filled  competition  and  a 
chance  to  meet  some  of  then- 
favorite  sports  athletes  from  the 
past  and  present,  including  Andre 
Dawson,  Dontrelle  Willis,  OJ 
McDuffie  and  Vivian  Villareal. 

Winners  of  the  Seminole 
Pro  Tour  Celebrity  Charity  Pro- 
Am  event  were:  1.  Smart 
Water/Glen  Johnson’s  team,  Louis 
Ulrich,  2.  Renegade/D  J  Laz  Team, 
Stevie  Moore,  3.  Bobby  Frank’s 
Team. 


Felix  DoBosz 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  prepares  to  take  his  shot. 


All  proceeds  from  the  silent  auction  went  to  the  Boys  & 
Girls  Club  of  Broward  County. 


(L-R)  Robert  Frank  Jr.  and  Aunt  Mary  Bowers  look  at  the 
sports  memorabilia  presented  by  Field  of  Dreams. 


Participants  wait  for  their  turn  to  shoot  in  10-Ball. 


cue  ball. 
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Any  Jail  f>**_.*,*/1  24  Hours 

Any  Time  f  J  Emergency 

Bail  Bonds  ,  Service  , 

Fianzas  |Hablamos| 

Gil  Velasquez 

Tel:  954-463-2227  •  Fox:  954-463-2228 

521  S.  Andrews  Ave.  (Suite  #6)  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL.  33301 


getoutofjMm 


24  Hours  •  Speedy  Release 


We  have  moved r  the  new  address  is 

1128  NW  31st  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33311 


•  Professional  Service 


I  MYRNA 


License  #  CC:E951902 

Commercial  Residential 

Steve  Lapp 

Asphalt  Paving  &  Seal  Coating 
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Judy  Weeks 

Bill  Wilson,  captain  of  the  Hustlin’  team,  accepts 
the  first  place  trophy  from  Steve  Frost. 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  Members 
of  the  Seminole  Valley  National  8-Ball 
Association  2007  Fall  League  met  at  the 
pool  hall  at  the  Immokalee  Seminole 
Ranch  at  8  p.m.  on  Nov.  26  for  their 
Awards  and  End  of  Season  8-Ball 
Tournament.  The  league  is  sponsored  by 
the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  and  Big 
Cypress  Recreation  Department. 

teams  partici- 
pated  in  the 

Fall  League.  K  A  J  hJK 
First  through  W  (  ] 

‘V—J’ 

received  both^^L^ 

other  awards.  In 

addition,  individual 

awards  went  to  the  players  on  the  first 

place  team.  Results  were:  1.  Hustlin’,  2. 

Kick  Shot,  3.  Live  Oaks,  4.  Seminoles, 

5.  Motown  Boys,  6.  Instigators,  7.  U 
Know  It!,  8.  Patch  Grabbers,  9.  Los 
Burros,  10.  Thunderstixx,  11.  Predators, 
12.  Native  Women. 

The  results  of  the  End  of  the 
Season  Tournament  played  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  27  were  as  follows: 
Men’s  Division:  1.  Jake  Cox,  2.  Todd 
Vail,  3.  Tom  Cook,  4.  Bill  Wilson,  5. 
Troy  Frank;  Women’s  Division:  1. 
Sherry  King,  2.  Dale  Grasshopper,  3. 
Virginia  Billie,  4.  Connie  Williams,  5. 
Teonna  Rock. 


Judy  Weeks 

Craftsman  Michael  DeWitt  (R)  made  Louise 
Osceola’s  turquoise-inlaid  pool  cue. 
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Big  Cypress  Hosts  Sports  Banquet 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big  Cypress 
Recreation  Department  hosted  an  awards  banquet  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  10  to  honor  Big  Cypress  Athletes 
of  Yesterday  and  Today. 

Following  an  invocation  hy  Pastor  Salaw 
Hummingbird,  a  catered 
dinner  was  served  in  the 
Gym,  which  had  been  dec¬ 
orated  in  Tribal  colors. 


A  football  sports 
review  and  documentary 
were  projected  onto  the 
wall  of  the  Gym  during 
the  meal.  Native  American 
youth  from  across  the 
nation,  and  representing  a 
myriad  of  sports,  were 
featured  in  the  film  by 
Native  Vision  Sports. 

There  were  several  testi¬ 
monials  by  sports  partici¬ 
pants  in  support  of  these 
athletic  programs. 

Big  Cypress 

Recreation  Director  Stan 

Frischman  introduced  the  _ 

evening’s  emcee  Jim 

Wame.  A  member  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Sioux  Nation, 
he  was  a  starter  for  Arizona  State  University’s  1987 


with  the  power  of  mind,  body,  soul  and  heart.  When 
we  are  out  of  balance,  abuse  takes  over  our  lives.  In 
order  to  overcome  obstacles,  you  must  hit  the  books, 
not  others.” 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  event  was 
William  “Refrigerator”  Perry.  This  former  player  for 
— - - - — — -  - 1  the  Chicago  Bears  was  a 

Team  ACCOmDllShmentS  :  member  of  the  Super  Bowl 

XX  Championship  Team. 

After  a  brief  intro¬ 


duction,  Wame  interviewed 
Perry  asking  questions  about 
his  career  and  the  years  fol¬ 
lowing  his  retirement.  A  gen¬ 
eral  discussion  ensued  in 


11  &  Under  Boys:  Champions:  Source  Tip-Off 
Classic;  Champions:  Virgil  Billie  Memorial 

Basketball  Tournament;  Champions:  Lakeland 
Classic;  Champions:  Coral  Springs;  Champions: 

Aubumdale  Hoops;  3rd  Place:  Sunshine  State 
Game;  3rd  Place:  Main  Event  Plantation.  I 

12  &  Under  Boys:  2nd  Place:  Space  Coast  Fast  i  which  Perry  gave  candid 
Break  Challenge;  14  &  Under  Boys:  Champions:  j^ersto  _«™every  Pgrtl- 

Space  Coast  Fast  Break  Challenge;  Champions:  *  A . 'u" 

39th  Annual  Howard  Tiger  Memorial  Basketball 
Tournament;  Champions:  Florida  Sunshine  State 
Game;  2nd  Place:  Clash  in  Clearwater;  2nd  Place: 

North  American  Indigenous  Game. 

17  &  Under  Boys:  Champions:  39th  Annual 
Howard  Tiger  Memorial;  4th  Place:  Space  Coast 
Fast  Break  Challenge 


Rose  Bowl.  Following  his  football  career,  he  advanced  rating  the  occasion. 


nent  questions  and  empha¬ 
sized  the  negative  side  of  a 
sports  career  when  you  neg¬ 
lect  your  education.  The  dis¬ 
course  ended  with  a  question 
and  answer  period  that  includ¬ 
ed  the  audience. 

At  the  end  of  the 
:vening,  William 

Perry  auto¬ 
graphed  his  picture  and  footballs  for  his  fans. 
Participants  in  the  Awards  Program  received  a  gift  bag 
from  Big  Cypress  Recreation  and  a  T-shirt  commemo- 


his  education  and  currently  organizes  challenging  pro¬ 
grams  for  Native  American  youth  through  both  athlet¬ 
ics  and  academics. 

Wame  talked  about  the  ups  and  downs  of  an 
athletic  career  and  the  importance  of  an  education. 

“You  must  achieve  success  through  balance 


Seminole  Tribal  leaders,  Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  Big  Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress  and  Big  Council  Board  Representative  Cicero 
Osceola  made  opening  remarks  before  presenting  the 
award  plaques  to  the  athletes  of  the  Big  Cypress 
Community. 


Judy  Weeks 

(L-R)  William  “Refrigerator”  Perry,  BC  Council  Rep.  David  Cypress,  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  and 
Native  American  athletic  legend  Jim  Warne  at  the  annual  BC  Sports  Banquet. 


Sports  Banquet  Award  Recipients 


Adam  C.  Billie  (In  memoriam  j-Basketbal I :  (#25)  4 
years,  State  Semi-finalist  1997-1998;  Track-1  year 
1996-1997;  Football-(#42)  4  years,  Defensive  State 
Semi-finalist  1999-2000. 

Alena  Stockton-Martial  Arts:  Best  Overall  Little 
Warrior  1,  Exemplary  Attitude,  Excellent  Athlete. 
Alice  Billie-Basketball:  NAY O 
Allen  Mark  Billie-Football. 

Allen  Mclnturff-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in 
NAYO 

Amos  Billie,  Sr. -Basketball  and  Softball 
Anthony  Balentine-Basketball:  Most  Assist 
Billy  Cypress-Basketball:  Most  Improved 
Bradin  Jim-Martial  Arts:  Best  Overall  Little  Warrior 
2 

Breanna  Robbins-Basketball:  Most  Assist 
Brendan  Otero-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Attitude 
Brett  Spencer-Basketball:  Seminole  Power  Awards 
Carlee  Billie-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Attitude 
Chief  Billie-Basketball:  Most  Rebounds  &  Best  Free 
Throw 

Christian  Alexander-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Attitude 
Christopher  Alexander-Martial  Arts:  Excellent 
Attitude 

Cicero  Osceola-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in 
NAYO 

Cypress  Billie-Basketball:  Most  Steals 
and  Most  Assists 
Daisy  Buster-Softball 
Danny  Billie-Basketball 
Danny  Tommie-Basketball 
Darius  Redd-Basketball: 

Best  Rebound 
Darlah  Cypress-Basketball- 
Best  Defense 
David  Cypress- 
Wrestling 

Deforest  Carter-Basketball: 

Most  Valuable  Player  & 

Seminole  Power  Award 
Demetrious  Alien-Basketball:  Best 
Free  Throw 

Duane  Tigertail-Basketball: 

Feb.  16,  1972- June  16,  2007 
Duelle  Gore-Basketball:  Most  Blocks 
Edna  Cypress-Basketball,  Pool  and 
Softball 

Emmitt  Osceola-Martial  Arts:  Outstanding 
Attitude 

Eric  Sanders-Basketball:  Best  Rebounds 
Eugene  Furmer-Basketball:  Most  Blocks 
Ferlin  Buster  “Chunky”-Football 
Frances  Tommie-Horseshoes  and  Softball 
Gary  Mclnturff-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in 
NAYO 

Graysun  Billie-Martial  Arts:  Most  Improved  Team 
Dragon  Student,  Perfect  Attendance 
Helen  Billie-Horseshoes 

Hunter  Osceola-Basketball:  Best  Defensive  Player 
Hurley  Johnson-Basketball:  Most  Valuable  Player 
Ira  Buster-Football 

Isadora  Jumper-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Attitude 
Janeatte  Cypress-Softball 
Jerry  Balentine-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in 
NAYO 

John  Williams-Basketball:  Best  Defensive  Player 

Jonah  Cypress-Basketball  &  Football 

Jorge  Rodriguez-Basketball:  Most  Valuable  Player 

Joshua  Cypress-Basketball:  Most  Assist 

Josie  Balentine-Basketball:  Most  Three  Points,  Most 

Blocks 

Justin  Roff-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Yellow  Belt 
Katy  Bert-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Yellow  Belt 
Kelcie  Jumper-Basketball:  Seminole  Power  Awards 
Kenny  Tommie-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in 
NAYO 

Kevin  Hincapie-Basketball:  Most  Steals 
Korliss  Jumper-Basketball:  Most  Steals 
Lariah  Balentine-Basketball:  Most  Valuable  Player 
Leroy  Billie-Wrestling 
Louise  Jim-Basketball 

Malachi  Baker-Basketball:  Seminole  Power  Awards 
&  Most  Three  Points 

Malari  Baker-Basketball:  Most  Three  Points 
Malcolm  Tigertail-Basketball:  April  29,  1974- June 
4,  2000 

Manuel  “Mondo”  Tiger-Football  and  Basketball 
Martha  Tiger-Martial  Arts:  Perfect  Attendance,  Best 
Attitude 

Mary  Tigertail-Softball 
Merle  Buster-Football 

Mike  Smith-Basketball:  1980s  Undefeated  in  NAYO 


Minnie  Billie-Horseshoes  and  Softball 
Natasha  Billie-Basketball:  Most  Improved 
O’Shaa’Ne  Cypress-Basketball:  Most  Improved 
Phillip  Jones-Basketball:  Most  Assist 
Rashaun  Jim-Basketball:  Most  Valuable  Player  and 
Seminole  Power  Awards 
Ray  Billie-Basketball 

Ricky  Joe  Alumbaugh-Martial  Arts:  Excellent 
Yellow  Belt 

Robert  Cypress  “Bush”-Horseshoes 

Roderick  Bert-Martial  Arts:  Most  Improved  Team 

Dragon  Student 

Ryan  Osceola-Basketball:  Most  Three  Points 
Samuel  Hunter  II-Basketball:  Most  Steals 
Savannah  Tiger-Martial  Arts:  Tournament 
Champion,  Outstanding  Leadership 
ShanaA.  Balentine-Swimming:  Best  Attendee 
Shana  Balentine-Martial  Arts:  Excellent  Attitude 
Shirley  Clay-Basketball 

Sierra  M.  Bowers-Swimming:  Outstanding  Attitude 
Ta-Sho-Ta-Che  Jumper-Martial  Arts:  Excellent 
Attitude 

Terrina  Cypress-Basketball:  Most  Blocks 
Terri  Baker-Basketball:  Best  Free  Throws 
Theresa  Jumper-Horseshoes  &  Softball 
1  Thomlynn  Billie-Martial  Arts:  Outstanding 
Attitude 

Tia  Osbome-Basketball:  Best 
I  Rebounds 

Tommie  Jackson-Basketball: 
Best  Rebounds 

FTommie  Marshall-Basketball: 

Best  Free  Throw 
Tracey  Smith-Basketball 
^Trent  Mclnturff-Basketball: 
Best  Free  Throws,  Most 
Improved 

Troy  Lee  Cantu-Martial 
Arts:  Best  High  Jumper 
Virgil  Billie-Basketball 
Virthavious  Robinson- 
Basketball:  Best  Defensive  Player 
Coach-Eddie  Redd 
Coach-Carlton  Banks 
Coach- Justin  Osceola 
Coach-Eileen  “Faye”  Waggerby 
Coach- William  Lee  Jumper 
Coach-Eric  Sanders  Sr. 

Coach  -Jeremiah  Hall 

Jessica  Lopez-NAY O  Softball  4  Time  Most  Valuable 
Player 

Don  Osceola-Football  &  Track 

Paul  Bowers-All  State  &  All  Conference  Football 

Player 

Rudy  Osceola-Rodeo  Legend 
Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper  Jr.-Seminole  Sports  Hall 
of  Fame  &  All  Conference  All  County  Football  and 
Baseball  Player 

Cory  Wilcox-Outstanding  High  School  Basketball 
Player 

Josh  Jumper-3  Year  Letterman  in  High  School 
Football  &  Baseball,  8  Time  Qualifier  for  Indian 
National  Finals  Rodeo 

Andre  Jumper-Outstanding  4  Sport  Athlete  compet¬ 
ing  for  Seminole  &  Clewiston  Youth  League,  All 
Around  Champion  Rodeo  Contestant  in  EIRA 
Blevins  Jumper-Football,  Seminole  Youth  League 
Baseball  Player,  EIRA  Youth  Rodeo  Contestant 
Ahnie  Jumper-Played  on  Seminole  Youth  Fast  Pitch 
Team  which  ranked  4th  in  the  State;  Barrel  Racing 
Champion  in  her  age  Division  for  EIRA 
Catlen  Wilcox-Outstanding  High  School  Football 
and  Baseball  Player 

Richard  Bowers-Outstanding  Football  Player  &  3 
Year  Letterman  in  High  School 
Demetria  Tigertail-Outstanding  High  School 
Basketball  Player 

Tyrone  Cypress-Professional  Fisherman,  Competes 

for  State  and  Local  Bass  Tournaments 

Charlie  Cypress-Outstanding  Golf  Player,  Competes 

Around  the  Nation  Golf  Tournaments 

Cecil  Jumper-Lettered  in  High  School  Football  & 

Golf 

Aileen  Martha  Cypress-Basketball 

Beverly  Alumbaugh-Basketball 

Roy  Cypress-Basketball  &  Softball 

Janice  Osceola-NASA  Softball,  Awarded  Most 

Valuable  Player  in  Basketball 

Samuel  Osceola-Football  &  Basketball 

Rochelle  Osceola-NASA  Softball 

Darwin  Roy  Cypress- JV  Football,  Track  and  Field 


Judy  Weeks 

BC  Board  Rep.  Cicero  Osceola  (L)  and  Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (R)  present  Moses  “Big  Shot”  Jumper 
Jr.  (C)  with  an  athletic  award. 


William  “Refrigerator”  Perry  autographs  his  photo  for  the  Jumper  family. 


Judy  Weeks 

Master  Rob  of  BC’s  Go  Dragon  martial  arts  school  hands  Graysun  Billie  his  Martial  Arts  Award. 


The  Professional  Rodeo 
cowboy’s  Association 
Southeastern  Circuit  Finals 

The  penu nuance  limes  are  as  loitowsj 
Friday  8:00  pm,  Saturday  3: (Mi  pm,  Sunday  2:00  pm 
Oates  open  i  iinurs  prior  to  sian  lime. 


me  co  hi  pet  ittors  are  in  me  ton  12  in  their  event  iron  me 
jouihrasli  (Eiiaie  circBli,  liKiudiiS; 

tie  nan.  Georgia,  Ma  Dam  a.  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  tenaessee,  Norm  Carolina, 
son  m  enrol  inn  and  Arkansas. 

Some  in  these  conlesianls  will  have  already 
competed  in  (tils  year's  tiailouai  Finals  Rodeo. 


tor  more  inioimaiion,  please  roman  Molleemo  Gone;,  serreiars, 
I  red  smim  Rodrn  .Uh  iiiHKtm  itT-0Q30 
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Champion  Justin  Gopher,  who  scored  an 
80  point  ride  on  Colorado  Red,  and  threw 
his  hat  in  the  air  as  his  feet  hit  the  ground. 


Lizzie  Dixie  catches  the  head  and  turns  the  cow  for  Trina 
Bowers  in  the  Team  Roping  event 


EIRA  Holds  First  Annual  Rodeo  in 
Honor  of  Veterans 

By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Eastern 


Indian  Rodeo  Association  (EIRA)  held  its 
first  annual  Veteran’s  Day  Rodeo  on  Nov. 

8  at  the  Moses  Jumper  Arena  in  Big 
Cypress.  Scheduled  to  take  place  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  20th  Annual  Veteran’s 
Day  Celebration,  the  sanctioned  events 
started  at  4  p.m. 

Beginning  with  Tie-Down  Calf 
Roping,  Josh  Jumper  caught  his  steer  right 
out  of  the  box,  flipped  and  tied  it  within 
12.5  seconds  for  the  first  place  position. 
Justin  Gopher  caught  his  steer  half  way 
down  the  arena,  which  cost  him  precious 
seconds  on  the  clock,  but 
put  him  in  the  second  slot 
with  a  19.5.  Third  place 
went  to  Hilliard  Gopher 
with  a  22.8. 

Of  the  six  entries  in 
the  Women’s  Breakaway 
Roping,  Boogie  Jumper 
won  by  the  skin  of  her 
teeth  with  an  awesome 
seconds.  Second 
went  to  Lizzie 
who  recently 
placed  11th  in  the 
national  average  at  the 
Indian  National  Finals 
Rodeo.  Trina  Bowers  took 
third  place. 

It  was  a  great  night 
for  the  cows  and  a  bad  night 
for  the  Team  Ropers.  Of  16 
teams  only  two  scored  —  but  what  great 
scores  they  had!  Wilson  Bruisehead  and 
Happy  Jumper  took  first  with  an  8.2  sec¬ 
ond  run,  plus  a  five  second  penalty  for 
catching  one  hind  leg.  Marvin  Bowers  and 
Hilliard  Gopher  had  the  same  problem,  but 
it  only  put  them  three  seconds  behind  the 
first  team. 

Of  the  15  barrel  racers,  the  four 
top  scores  were  only  thousandths  of  a  sec¬ 
ond  apart.  EIRA  Barrel  Racing  Champion 
Boogie  Jumper,  who  placed  6th  at  the 
Indian  National  Finals  Rodeo  in  October, 
took  first  with  MacKenzie  Johns  squeaking 
in  just  0.0005  second  behind  her.  Loretta 
Peterson  and  Marilee  Johns  completed  the 
winners  list. 

Three  of  Marki  Rodeo’s  top  bulls 
cheated  Justin  Aldridge,  Seth  Randolph 
and  Dayne  Johns  out  of  the  money  in  the 
Bull  Riding  competition.  However,  they 
were  no  match  for  the  2007  EIRA  Grand 


HOLIDAY  BLOWOUT  JEWELRY  SALE 
PRICES  MARKED  DOWN  20%-50% 


BROWARD  PAWN  &  GUN 
4004  DAVIE  RD 
954-791-0705 


$149** 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK  IN  DECEMBER 


Judy  Weeks 

Seth  Randolph’s  bull  was  airborne  right  out  the  shoot. 


Hilliard  Gopher  takes  third  in  Perrie  Whidden  clears  the 
the  Calf  Roping  event.  first  barrel. 
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GATES  OPEN  5  PM 


SEMINOLE  TRIBE  OF  FLORIDA,  INC. 


PRESENTS 


m 


4271  SW  64TH  AVE 

info:  (863)  447-0020  PAUL  BOWERS 
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&  VANS  AVAILABLE! 
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AVAILABLE  OPTIONS: 
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Custom  Wheels,  Custom  Paint  loUs.  lifted  Trucks  and  Handicap  Vehicles 
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Anne  Reynolds  museum  board  of  trustees  displays  past  found  Florida  artifacts  to 


Theodore  Morris’  oil  painting  of  Billy  Bowlegs. 


LaBree’s  Battle  of  Okeechobee. 


Florida  Artists  Discuss  Artwork  at  Museum  Exhibition  m  Avon  Park 


Bradley  J.  Cooley’s  Osceola  greets  visitors  to  the  Museum 
of  Florida  Art  and  Culture. 


Artists  Theodore  Morris,  Guy  Labree  and  Bradley  J. 
Cooley  stand  amongst  their  work. 


By  Elgin  Jumper 

AVON  PARK,  Fla.  —  On  Nov.  20 
Floridian  artists  Guy  Labree,  Bradley  J. 
Cooley  and  Theodore  Morris  participated  in 
an  Artist  Forum  and  Meet  and  Greet  as  part 
of  the  Florida  Native  American  Heritage 
Exhibition  at  South  Florida  Community 
College  (SFCC). 

The  SFCC  Museum  of  Florida  Art 
and  Culture  was  the  splendid  setting  for  the 
exhibition,  which  ran  from  Oct.  31 -Nov.  30, 
and  also  featured  sculptor  Bradley  Owen 
Cooley  and  artist  Dean  Quigley,  who  unfor¬ 
tunately  were  not  in  attendance. 

“We’re  proud  to  be  here,”  said 
sculptor  Bradley  J.  Cooley.  “This  is  a  really 
nice  museum,  and  we  were  honored  to  be 
chosen  as  one  of  the  participants. 

“We  love  anything  that’s  Native 
American-related.  A  lot  of  research  goes 
into  just  one,  but  I’ve  been  doing  this  for  so 
many  years  that  I  know  where  to  look  when 
I  want  to  find  something.  But  I  never  fail  to 
check  and  make  sure  of  something.  I  talk  to 
a  lot  of  Seminoles  as  well.” 

Anne  Reynolds,  who  is  an  avid  col¬ 
lector  of  Floridian  artists,  and  also  serves  on 
the  college’s  Board  of  Trustees,  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  not  only  helping  get  the  museum 
opened,  but  also  in  helping  get  the  Florida 
Native  American  Heritage  exhibition  under¬ 
way  in  its  early  stages.  She  also  works  with 
the  Kissimmee  Valley  Archeological  Group, 
organizing  artifacts  for  the  museum. 

“There  is  really  a  lot  of  interest  in 
this  community,”  revealed  Mollie  Doctorow, 
curator  of  the  Museum  of  Florida  Art  and 
Culture,  as  well  as  a  woodcutting  artist  and 
leading  figure  in  the  pre-planning  of  the 
event,  “and  I  think  there’s  a  support  here  for 
anything  that  relates  to  the  heritage  and  his¬ 
tory  of  Florida.  And  that’s  what  we  want  to 
showcase.” 

“The  main  idea  for  the  exhibition,” 
explained  Doctorow,  “is  to  inform  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  area  about  the  Native  American 
heritage,  that  is,  in  the  center  part  of  the 
state,  who  aren’t  really  all  that  aware  of  the 
Native  American  heritage.  So  there’s  cer¬ 
tainly  an  interest  here,  as  we’ve  had  a  lot  of 
school  groups  coming  to  see  the  work.” 

The  artwork  on  display  was  phe¬ 
nomenal!  The  oil  paintings  and  sculptures 
resonated  with  power,  color  and  vibrancy. 
One  bronze  sculpture  of  The  War  Leader, 
Osceola,  holding  a  long-stemmed  pipe  fash¬ 
ioned  from  a  plume  holder,  stood  proudly  at 


the  front  doors  of  the  gallery.  This  consider¬ 
able  work  by  Bronze  by  Cooley  is  absolute¬ 
ly  amazing,  as  it  captures  in  bronze  the 
enduring  as  well  as  endearing  vitality  of  this 
great  Seminole  leader. 

“Anything  that  has  to  do  with  the 
Seminole  Tribe,  I  try  to  get  as  close  and  as 
accurate  as  I  can  get  it,”  pointed  out  Guy 
Labree.  “Lots  of  people  will  sit  down  with 
me,  and  say,  ‘Well,  this  isn’t  what  we  did  or 
that  isn’t,’  and  also  different  clans,  like 
they’ll  tell  me  some  did  do  something, 
while  others  didn’t,  so  I  have  to  do  a  lot  of 
research.  And  the  Seminoles  have  been  very 
helpful.” 

Indeed,  Labree ’s  Seminole-oriented 
oil  paintings  have  captivated  and  dazzled 
Seminole  and  non-Seminole  alike  for 
decades  now.  And  whether  the  subject  is 
concerned  with  Seminole  conflict,  as  in  the 
Battle  of  Okeechobee,  legends,  daily  life  or 
Florida  wildlife,  the  Arcadian  artist’s  regard 
for  the  truthful  representation  of  the 
Seminole  people  has  been  first  and  foremost 
in  heart  and  mind. 

Bradley  Owen  Cooley,  though  busy 
transporting  sculptures  from  another  show 
back  to  Lamont  during  this  official  opening, 
nevertheless,  had  on  display  an  awe-inspir¬ 
ing  sculpture  of  Tampa  leader,  Bobby 
Henry,  entitled  The  Medicine  Man  among 
numerous  other  meticulously-created  works 
in  bronze. 

Theodore  Morris’s  oil  paintings  has 
a  force  that  confronts  the  viewer.  The  por¬ 
traits  of  natives  from  different  tribes,  some 
no  longer  here,  immediately  makes  eye  con¬ 
tact  with  the  viewer  and  holds  it. 

“I  like  that  connection,”  said 
Morris,  shedding  some  light  on  his  work, 
“and  the  painting  has  to  be  accurate,  or  it 
isn’t  worth  doing.” 

The  brilliant  red  in  Morris’s  Billy 
Bowlegs  is  a  memorable  sight. 

Yet,  as  with  the  combined  works  of 
all  the  artists  and  sculptors  involved  with 
the  Florida  Native  American  Heritage 
Exhibition,  the  images  of  the  remarkable  art 
stays  with  the  viewer.  Surely,  this  is  one  of 
the  indispensable  hallmarks  associated  with 
great  art. 

“It’s  awesome  and  it’s  educational,” 
said  Kim  Sandoval,  a  visitor  from  Arcadia, 
Fla.  “A  lot  of  people  have  no  idea  about  the 
history  of  Florida,  and  here,  you  can  see 
how  things  were  utilized  when  you  look  at 
the  art.” 


The  Offering  by  Bradley  Owen  Cooley. 


Bradley  Cooley  Jr.’s  sculpture  Medicine  Man. 


Bradley  J.  Cooley  discusses  his  bronze  sculptures  with  museum  v 
tors,  and  the  museum’s  curator  and  staff. 


Artist  Guy  Labree  points  to  one  of  his  paintings  while  speaking  with  Elgin  Jumper  shakes  the  hand  of  aspiring  artist  Elizabeth  Bellotte. 
guests  of  the  museum. 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


26 


December  14,  2007 

Annual  Celebration  of  American  Indian  Arts  Draws  a  Crowd 


By  Judy  Weeks 

IMMOKALEE  —  November  was 
designated  National  American  Indian  Heritage 
Month  and  in  recognition,  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  held  its  10th  Annual  American  Indian 
Arts  Celebration,  held  Nov.  9-11  at  the  Big 
Cypress  Reservation. 

Voted  one  of  the  Southeast  Tourism 
Society’s  top  20  events  of  November  2007,  it  is 
a  celebration  of  arts,  dance  and  music. 
Throughout  the  year,  the  staff  reviews  the  work 
of  Native  Americans  artists  across  the  country 
and  carefully  selects  the  contributors  for  this 
annual  event.  The  end  result  is  a  fantastic  Indian 
market  with  a  wide  variety  of  top  quality 
exhibitors,  Native  American  entertainment  and 
indigenous  food. 

Winner  of  a  Grammy  and  four  Native 
American  Music  Awards,  Micki  Free 
coordinated  this  year’s  celebration.  The  three 
day  event  began  on  Friday  at  10  a.m.  when  Free 
offered  an  opening  prayer  and  nationally 
acclaimed  Sonny  Nevaquaya  played  the  Honor 
Song  on  his  flute. 

Each  year  the  Museum  has  set  aside 
Friday  as  Kid’s  Day  to  allow  an  opportunity  for 
school  field  trips  and  scouting  troops  to 
experience  the  celebration  and  enjoy  an 
informative  guided  tour  of  the  Museum  to 
enhance  their  studies  of  the  Native  American 
culture. 

Among  the  many 
young  people  in  attendance 
were  bus  loads  of  students 
from  Lee  County’s 
Cypress  Lake  Middle 
School.  An  educational 
facility  of  this  size  is  a 
cross  section  of  many 
cultures  and  nationalities 
and  the  majority  of  the 
youngsters  were  enjoying 
the  Native  American 
experience  for  the  first 
time.  It  was  incredible  to 
witness  how  little  they 
knew  about  the  first 
Americans  and  how  eager 
they  were  to  learn. 

The  members  of 
Cub  Scout  Pack  21,  known 
as  the  Webelos  from 
Poinsiana  Elementary 
School  in  Naples,  were  just 
some  of  many  who 
enjoyed  the  celebration. 

The  Webelos  plan  to  take 
advantage  of  the  museum’s 
scouting  program  at  a 
future  date. 

Seminole  Tribal 
leaders  including 
Chairman  Mitchell 
Cypress,  President  Richard 
Bowers  Jr.  and  Big 
Cypress  Board  Rep.  Cicero 
Osceola  took  turns  visiting 
the  celebration  and 
welcoming  the  audience  to 
Indian  Country.  Junior 
Miss  Florida  Seminole 
Alicia  Nunez  participated 
in  the  opening  ceremonies 
and  joined  the  Seminole 
dancers. 

A  grand  entry  of 
performers  in  their  colorful 
attire  welcomed  the 
observers  each  day  and 
gave  them  an  opportunity 
to  preview  the  quality 
entertainment  that  lay 
ahead. 

Brian  Zepeda  and 
the  museum’s  very  popular 
Seminole  Stomp  Dancers 
performed  three  traditional 
dances  preceded  by  a  short 
explanatory  presentation 
by  Zepeda.  The  dancers’ 
clothing  depicted  a  variety 
of  styles  from  different 
eras  in  the  history  of  the 
Seminole  Tribe,  ranging 
from  the  late  1700s  until 
present  day. 

Seminole 

Culture’s  Victor  Billie  led 
the  chanting  men,  while 
the  women’s  shakers  set 
the  tempo  for  the 
legendary  dances.  Working 
together,  they  brought  the 
songs  to  life  and  then 
invited  the  audience  to  join 
in  the  Friendship  Dance. 

Pouring  out  of  the  stands, 
the  guests  joined  hands 
with  the  performers  and 
snaked  back  and  forth 
around  the  stomp  ground. 

Alligator  wrestler 
Billy  Walker  wowed  the  crowd 
when  he  transported  a  6  foot 
specimen  from  Billie’s  Swamp 
Safari  onto  the  stomp  ground  and 
skillfully  worked  the  reptile  for  the 
audience.  Throughout  the 
presentation,  he  gave  a  very  well 
informed  narrative,  put  the  animal 
to  sleep  and  tucked  the  creature’s 
powerful  jaws  beneath  his  chin. 

Sonny  Nevaquaya’s 
exemplary  flute  presentation  was  a 
perfect  example  of  the  original 
Native  American  musical 
instrument  at  its  best.  This  very 
accomplished  musician  used  a 
variety  of  handmade  wooden  flutes 
to  create  the  beautiful,  haunting 
notes  and  melodies  that  transported 
the  audience  into  another  place  and 
time. 

When  the  Great  Plains 
Indian  Dancers  entered  the  grassy 
arena  for  their  daily  performance, 
each  new  crowd  gasped  in  awe  at 
the  extraordinary,  colorful  costumes 
worn  for  the  various  styles  of 
dance.  Each  dancer  received  an 
introduction  which  included  their 
Tribal  affiliation,  style  and 
description  of  costume  and 
explanation  of  the  dances  which 


Larry  Chino  exhibits  his  one  of  a  kind  pottery. 


Judy  Weeks 

The  Seminole  Stomp  Dancers  exhibit  various  forms  of  Seminole  attire. 


The  Anikituhwa  Dancers  line  up  for  the  presentation. 


Judy  Weeks 

Cub  Scout  Pack  190,  Pine  Island  District,  pose  with  the  Great  Plains  Dancers. 


Judy  Weeks 

Following  family  tradition,  Mary  R.  Billie  has  been  making  baskets 
all  her  life. 


Fine  silversmithing  was  just  one  of  the  example  of  the  jewelry 
on  display. 


A  few  of  the  members  of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki  Museum  staff  greet  the  public. 


Seminole  children  play  with  a  puppy  while  their  parents  dance. 


Weeks  of  work  go  into  making  a  bone  breastplate  of  this 
quality. 


they  skillfully  executed. 

A  Paynee/Oto,  Pat  Moore  wore  a 
lavishly  beaded  Men’s  Northern  style  outfit 
and  was  emcee  for  the  day.  The  Warrior’s 
Dance  was  performed  by  Kiowa  Straight 
Dancer  Terry  Zotaw.  Muskogee/Creek 
Shawl  Dancer  Leslie  Deer  alternated  her 
beaded  cape  and  leggings  with  iridescent 
pink  and  regal  purple  appliqued  shawls 
that  gave  the  appearance  of  a  gorgeous 
butterfly  in  flight. 

The  audience  was  mesmerized  by 
Cheyenne/Arapaho  Grass  Dancer  B.J. 
Yahola  and  Ponca  Fancy  Dancer  Graham 
Primo  with  their  feather  bustles,  fringes, 
horse  hair  ornamentation,  porcupine  hair 
roaches  and  pounds  of  heavy  beadwork. 
Considerable  time  was  spent  following 
each  performance  while  people  took 
advantage  of  this  photographic 
opportunity. 

The  Anikituhwa  Dancers  in  trade 
shirts,  leather  leggings,  breechcloths, 
amulets,  glass  trade  beaded  moccasins, 
shaved  heads,  scalp  locks  and  war  trophies 
appeared  as  their  ancestors  would  have  in 
George  Washington’s  day.  These 
impressive  historians  are  sticklers  for  detail 
in  their  traditional  dance  as  well  as 
costume  and  create  a  formidable 
appearance  right  down  to  the  ball  war 
clubs. 

Although  slightly  apprehensive  at 
first,  members  of  the  audience  eventually 
joined  the  Anikituhwa  for  the  Bear  and 
Friendship  Dances.  Attacking  and  clawing 
the  air,  they  circled  the  dance  floor  giving 
way  to  their  animal  instincts. 

There  was  a  slight  change  in 
tempo  when  Blues  Nation  took  the  stage 
Judy  Weeks  ant|  the  crowd  responded  to  the  heart 
wrenching  notes  of  the  saxophone  and 
melodies  that  reach  into 
the  soul  of  Americans  and 
foreigners  alike.  This 
extraordinary  group  of 
musicians  did  justice  to 
this  classic  form  of  music 
bom  in  the  heart  of 
America. 

Keith  Secola  and 
the  Wild  Band  of  Indians 
have  a  repertoire  that 
reaches  all  ages  and  spans 
continents.  Popular  with 
music  lovers  wherever  they 
perform,  the  group  of 
accomplished  musicians 
drew  a  large  crowd.  A  jam 
session  with  Micki  Free 
and  Blues  Nation  followed 
their  outstanding 
presentation. 

The  aroma  of 
Tribal  cuisine  hung  in  the 
air.  Mouthwatering  fumes 
drew  crowds  of 
appreciative  diners 
throughout  the  celebration. 
How  could  anyone  resist 
Indian  tacos,  barbeque,  beef  tips 
with  rice  and  more.  Long  hnes 
formed  in  anticipation  of  Susie 
Jumper’s  fiybread. 

The  Indian  Marketplace 
was  spread  across  the  lawn 
encompassing  several  tents. 
Seminole  vendors  including 
Virginia  Osceola,  Jane  Billie, 
Victoria  Osceola  and  Mary  Jane 
Billie,  displayed  patchwork, 
jewelry,  Seminole  crafts  and 
beads  of  the  highest  quality. 

Mary  R.  Billie’s 
sweetgrass  baskets,  ranging 
from  thumb  size  to  five  gallon, 
were  created  in  a  variety  of 
graceful  shapes  and  adorned 
with  simple  ornamentation.  A 
steady  group  of  spectators  hung 
around  her  booth  watching  as 
her  adept  fingers  worked  the 
long  strands  of  grass  into  useful 
vessels. 

Tribal  citizens  Brian 
and  Pedro  Zepeda  exhibited 
their  sculptures,  oil  paintings 
and  photographic  art  as  well  as 
more  traditional  wood  carving, 
palmetto  baskets  and  beaded 
Judy  Weeks  bandoliers. 

Contemporary  artist 
Tony  Tiger  from  Shawnee, 

Okla.,  gave  spectators  a  rare 
treat  as  he  worked  on  one  of  his 
masterpieces  which  incorporate  vintage 
photographs,  pieces  of  cloth  and  a 
variety  of  media. 

Examining  the  exquisite  Acoma 
and  contemporary  pottery  of  Larry 
Chino,  the  vibrant  red  glazed  finish  takes 
on  a  luster  of  unblemished  perfection. 
Each  piece  is  hand  turned  on  a  pottery 
wheel,  receives  an  undercoating  of  iron 
oxide  and  then  a  copper  overlay  prior  to 
firing  at  extremely  high  temperatures. 
The  result  is  a  red  color  that  lends  depth 
and  beauty  to  the  finished  product. 

Artist  Patty  Fawn,  from 
Washington  State,  incorporates  fossil 
ivory,  bone,  silver  and  bronze  in  her 
hand  crafted  jewelry  and  artwork.  She  is 
quick  to  point  out  all  of  the  ivory  she 
uses  in  her  carving  is  fossil,  and  said  that 
can  be  documented.  She  said  she  abhors 
the  harvesting  of  whales,  walruses, 
elephants  and  rhinos  for  their  precious 
ivory  and  will  not  condone  the  use  of  ill- 
gotten  raw  materials. 

The  staff  of  the  Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum  and  Tribal  Historic 
Preservation  Office  were  also  on  hand  to 
greet  the  public  and  make  them  aware  of 
the  services  that  are  available  throughout 
the  year.  A  comprehensive  presentation 
documented  the  intense  work  being 
conducted  by  the  preservation 
department  and  its  archeological  team  to 
protect  the  past  for  future  generations. 

Museum  memberships  were 
available  with  a  generous  display  of 
research  materials  and  information 
concerning  educational  programs. 
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*  Thanks 

Continued  from  page  1 

all  so  busy  throughout  the  year  that  we  often  neglect 
to  acknowledge  the  differences  that  others  make  in  our 
lives.  A  great  deal  of  our  daily  routine  involves 
teaching  your  children  and  we  appreciate  your 
support.  Your  added  effort,  contributions  to  projects, 
field  trips  and  willing  participation  make  our  jobs 
much  easier.  We  are  grateful  for  everything  you  do.” 

Immokalee  Seniors 

Nov.  14  was  a  great  day  for  the  Immokalee 
seniors  when  they  were  joined  by  their  friends  from 
the  Brighton  and  Trail  reservations  for  a  Thanksgiving 
party.  An  unfortunate  conflict  in  scheduling  prevented 
Big  Cypress  from  joining  them;  however,  they  were 
included  in  everyone’s  thoughts. 

Site  Manager  Gail  Greer  remarked:  “We  had 
over  50  participants  and  it  was  a  blast.  The  seniors 
always  have  a  great  time  when  they  get  to  socialize 
and  renew  old  friendships  and  catch  up  on  the  current 
gossip.” 

Tablecloths  and  centerpieces  carried  a  fall 
harvest  theme  that  was  complemented  by  festive  wall 
hangings  and  a  beautiful  Thanksgiving  cake. 

Individual  Cornish  hens  were  served  with  a  fresh 
salad,  tasty  vegetables  and  dressing.  Fry  bread  and 
sofkee  gave  a  traditional  flare  to  the  meal. 

The  Recreation  Department  assisted  in 
organizing  a  Bingo  tournament  with  the  following 
results:  Regular  Bingo:  Ahnee  Osceola;  Double  Bingo: 
Elaine  Aguilar  and  Alice  Snow;  Double  Postage 
Stamp:  Rachel  Billie;  and  Full  Card:  Nancy  Motlow. 


Drawings  were  conducted  throughout  the 
party  for  door  prizes  and  the  winners  were:  Alice 
Snow,  Nancy  Motlow,  Agnes  Cypress,  Rosie  Billie, 
Tony  Sanchez  and  Delores  Jumper. 

4-H  Thanksgiving 

The  4-H  program  is  built  around  the  concepts 
of  agriculture,  domestic  activities  and  family  life.  The 
first  Thanksgiving  was  created  to  give  thanks  to  the 
Creator  and  recognize  the  contributions  of  friends  and 
neighbors  who  were  willing  to  share  to  achieve  these 
goals  of  survival. 

Teaching  youngsters  responsibility  as  they 


Judy  Weeks 

Elijah  Marrero,  Angelo  Colon  Jr.  and  Kashmir 
Joiner  await  the  serving  of  dessert  at  the  Immokalee 
Preschool  Thanksgiving. 


successfully  grow  crops,  raise  livestock,  cook,  sew 
and  provide  a  good  home  in  which  to  raise  their 
families  is  the  foundation  of  most  cultures  all  over  the 
world.  Thanksgiving  can  certainly  be  perceived  as  a  4- 
H  holiday. 

In  the  true  Thanksgiving  tradition, 

Immokalee  4-H’ers  and  their  families 
each  brought  a  portion  of  the  buffet  that 
was  served  in  the  Gym  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  20.  Like  the  Native  Americans 
and  pilgrims  who  initiated  that  first 
Thanksgiving,  the  participants  offered 
thanks  for  the  blessings  of  the  year  and 
shared  with  their  companions. 

Immokalee  Community 
Thanksgiving 

White  tables  and  chairs  draped 
in  autumn  colors  with  a  scattering  of  fall 
leaves,  berries  and  shafts  of  grain 
awaited  the  members  of  the  Immokalee 
community  as  they  entered  the  Gym  on 
Nov.  19  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving 
together. 

Immokalee  Tribal  Council 
Liaison  Elaine  Aguilar  had  provided 
each  table  with  a  delicious  centerpiece 
comprised  of  fresh  fruits,  which  had 
been  carved  in  the  shapes  of  flowers, 
leaves  and  stars.  Accenting  the  bouquets 
were  fresh  roses  and  chocolate  dipped 
strawberries.  Both  young  and  old  found 
it  difficult  to  resist  the  temptation  of 
sampling  pieces  of  the  mock  floral  arrangements. 

Reflecting  on  the  spiritual  aspects  of  the 
celebration,  the  gathering  became  silent  for  several 
moments  and  then  listened  intently  to  the  blessing 
offered  by  Mary  Sanchez. 

Immokalee  Board  Liaison  Delores  Jumper 
and  her  assistant,  Edward  Aguilar,  provided  a 
delicious  dinner  with  all  the  traditional  favorites  of  the 
holiday.  The  Culture  Department  supplied  both 
pumpkin  and  plain  fry  bread  for  the  occasion  and  huge 
slices  of  pumpkin,  pecan  and  apple  pie  completed  the 
meal.  Door  prizes  were  also  raffled  at  the  end  of  the 
evening. 


Annual  Brighton  4-H  Turkey  Shoot 

By  Susan  Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON  — 

The  annual  Thanksgiving 
shooting  competition,  held  at 
the  Brighton  Seminole 
Reservation’s  Golf  and 
Country  Club  on  Nov.  18, 
drew  a  large  field  of  men, 
women  and  youth  shooters.  It 
was  a  chance  for  many  to  win 
a  turkey  or  ham  for  their 
Thanksgiving  dinner  —  and 
earn  bragging  rights. 

The  event  was 
sponsored  by  Brighton 
Seminole  4-H  as  a  fundraiser. 

Each  shooter  paid  $5  to  shoot 
in  a  round.  Altogether  there 
were  20  rounds  of  shooting, 
beginning  at  2  p.m.,  and 
lasting  until  dusk. 

The  targets  were 


The  view  of  the  shoot  from  a  hill. 


Susan  Etxebarria 

4-H  Swine  Club  members,  (L-R)  Justice,  Kiylier,  Korvette  and 
Kassandra  Baker,  sell  raffle  tickets  and  baked  goods. 


and  Myra  Gopher  sold  raffle  tickets  for  a 
preschool  fundraiser  as  well. 

Seminole  Tribe  Extension  Agent 
Michael  Bond  was  the  announcer.  He  and 
Brighton  4-H  Leader  Dianne  Smedley, 
along  with  4-H  staff,  managed  the  event. 
Donnie  Hayes  and  Lizina  Bowers  set  up 
the  grounds  for  the  shoot  and  4-H 
members  helped  sell  tickets  and  cleaned  up 
the  grounds. 

Smedley  said  the  4-H  youth  were 
pleased  with  raising  considerable  funds 
and  they  will  decide  what  to  do  with  the 
money  they  earned  at  their  next  meeting. 

Winners  of  the  Turkey  Shoot 
hams  and  turkeys  were:  Dennis  Whitaker, 
Wendy  Johns,  Scooter  Johns,  Myra 
Gopher,  Wayne  Bettyloun,  Matt  Piz,  Clint 
Bowers,  Mona  Baker,  Dayton  Youngblood, 
Kerwin  Miller,  James  Billie,  Marvin  Hines, 
Amber  Rogers,  Dylan  Chalfant,  Frank 
Thomas,  Justin  Gopher  and  Kelton 
Smedley. 


about  the  size  of  a  standard  8.5  inch  by  1 1 
inch  sheet  of  paper,  and  the  shooter  would 
aim  for  the  direct  center.  Paper  targets  are 
pinned  to  posts  75  feet  from  the  shooting  line 
where  up  to  10  shooters  stood  side-by-side. 
Shooters  took  their  turn  one  at  a  time,  with 
the  closest  shot  to  the  crosshairs  winning. 

The  Seminole  Police  Department 
supplied  the  ammunition,  about  200  bullets  in 
all.  Most  shooters  brought  their  own  12-gauge 
shot  guns,  the  only  gun  allowed  in  the  turkey 
shoot. 

Sergeant  Gator  Sapp  officiated  the 
shoot  and  judged  the  winners  of  each  round. 
He  was  assisted  by  Dispatcher  Brenda  Gann. 

Members  of  4-H  sold  hamburgers 
and  hot  dogs  and  raffled  off  50-50  tickets  to 
raise  money.  The  4-H  Steer  Club  had  a  raffle 
for  a  Remington,  while  the  4-H  Swine  Club 
sold  baked  goods  and  raffle  tickets.  Brighton 
preschool  parents  Marie  Billie,  Mona  Baker 


Sergeant  Gator  Sapp  helps  Jaryaca  Baker  on  shoot  strategies. 
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BC  4-H  Hosts  Turkey  Shoot 


Submitted  by  Crystal  Burkett 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  The  Big 
Cypress  4-H’ers  had  their  annul  Turkey 
Shoot  on  Nov.  15.  There  was  a  large 
turnout  this  year,  as  each  year’s  shoot  gets 
bigger  and  better. 

The  4-H  Club  would  like  to  thank 
Richard  Bowers  for  sponsoring  the  rounds 
that  were  for  the  16  and  under  co-eds.  That 
really  got  the  kids  more  involved.  The  Big 
Cypress  Baptist  Church  donated  some  food 
to  sell.  We  also  would  like  to  give  thanks 


Crystal  Burkett 


Participants  aimed  at  their  target  in  the 
annual  Turkey  Shoot. 


Crystal  Burkett 

Seminole  Police  officers  inspect  the  target. 


to:  SPD,  Broadcasting,  Junior  Cypress 
Rodeo,  and  all  the  parents  that  helped  out. 

The  winner  of  this  year’s  shotgun 
raffle  was  Janice  Osceola.  The  winner  of 
the  50/50  raffle  was  Beverly  Osceola. 

There  were  20  rounds  that  were 
$5  a  shot  and  the  winners  were:  Philip 
Turtle,  Fonda  Dalton,  OB  Osceola,  Andre 
Jumper,  Bernard  Robbins,  Joe  Simone, 
Salaw  Hummingbird,  Joe  Frank,  Jessie, 
Joey  Simone,  Fred  Phillips,  Janice 
Osceola,  Daniel  Beddingfield  and  Willie 
Burkett. 


Louise  Gopher  gets  ready  to  serve  Ruben  Burgess. 


Gopher  Hosts  Thanksgiving  Feast 


Food  and  Fun  For  Gloria  Dei  School 


Felix  DoBosz 

John  Jones  holds  a  baby  gator  as  students  from  the  Gloria  Dei  School  ask  ques¬ 
tions  during  wildlife  show.  Gem  and  Linda  Osceola,  with  son  John,  watch  from 
the  back. 


Host  Gem  Osceola  (R)  places  a  food  tray  down  for  the  hungry  students  at 
Gloria  Dei  School  in  Davie  during  the  annual  Thanksgiving  luncheon,  which 
the  Tribe  has  sponsored  for  the  past  four  years. 


Big  Cypress  Celebrates  Thanksgiving 


By  Judy  Weeks 

BIG  CYPRESS  —  According  to 
community  members,  every  day  is 
Thanksgiving  in  Big  Cypress, 
and  they  are  grateful. 

Improvements  to  the  communi¬ 
ty  are  everywhere  you  look. 

Throughout  2007,  there  have 
been  numerous  ground  break¬ 
ings  and  ribbon  cuttings  for 
housing,  roads,  service  depart¬ 
ment  headquarters,  public  utili¬ 
ties,  an  entertainment  complex, 
landscaping  and  church  facili- 


The  Seminole  Tribe 
and  its  members  have  prospered 
throughout  the  year  and  the 
prospects  for  2008  are  even  bet¬ 
ter.  Future  development  plans 
cover  the  drawing  table  and 
opportunities  abound.  Family 
units  are  expanding  and  grow¬ 
ing  stronger  through  education 
and  cultural  pride. 

As  families  and  friends 
gather  to  celebrate  this  holiday, 
they  count  their  blessings  and 
share  one  common  prayer  for 
the  safety  of  the  men  and 
women  who  are  serving  in  the 


Nov.  21  for  their  students,  the  parents  and 
members  of  the  Big  Cypress  community. 
This  very  popular  event  drew  an  enormous 


Judy  Weeks 

President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.  gives  Eddie  Billie  a 
Thanksgiving  hug  at  the  Big  Cypress  Thanksgiving 
luncheon. 


armed  forces  to  insure  freedom  for  all. 

Big  Cypress  Senior 
Thanksgiving  Luncheon 

Whenever  two  or  more  Big 
Cypress  seniors  gather  together  in  one 
place,  a  good  time  is  certainly  on  the  way. 
They  offer  a  cheerful  attitude,  enthusiasm, 
humor  and  wisdom  to  everyone  they 
encounter.  Their  Thanksgiving 
celebration,  on  Oct.  14,  at  the 
Senior  Center,  was  one  of  these 
occasions. 

Playing  Bingo  in  the  hol¬ 
iday  atmosphere  created  by  the 
festively  decorated  room,  they 
laughed  and  gossiped  about  family 
members,  friends,  new  babies, 
conquered  illnesses,  up-coming 
surgeries  and  how  fortunate  they 
are  to  have  each  other.  Fond  mem¬ 
ories  of  days  gone  by  and  hopes 
for  the  future  abound. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  time  when  the 
seniors  truly  count  their  blessings. 

Under  the  supervision  of 
the  Recreation  Department,  they 
played  several  types  of  then- 
favorite  game,  which  resulted  in 
the  following  Bingo  winners: 

Mary  Robbins,  Ruby  Osceola, 

Lucille  Jumper,  David  Jumper, 

Teresa  Jumper,  Virginia  Tommie 
and  Eddie  Billie. 

Jonah  Cypress  talked  of 
past  Thanksgivings  and  brotherly 
love  before  leading  the  group  in 
prayer. 

Raffle  tickets  for  door  prizes  were 
drawn  intermittently  throughout  the  games 
and  luncheon  with  the  following  winners: 
Thomas  W.  Billie,  Jonah  Cypress,  Juanita 
Osceola,  Alice  Billie,  Frances  Teele,  Dan 
Bowers,  Mittie  Tommie,  Louise  Osceola, 
Rosie  Smith  and  Sally  Tommie. 

Thanksgiving  Breakfast  at 
Ahfachkee 

The  Ahfachkee  School  hosted 
their  annual  Thanksgiving  breakfast  on 


crowd  who  filled  the  cafeteria  to  capacity. 

The  Ahfachkee  students  are  very 
blessed  to  have  families  and  friends  who 
support  their  efforts  and  participate  in  their 
activities.  The  laughter  and  the  beaming 
faces  of  the  children  were  a  testimony  to 
the  benefits  of  family  participation  and  the 
pride  they  feel  for  their  community. 


ed  songs  in  both  English  and  Russian. 

Thanksgiving  tablecloths,  center- 
pieces  with  a  variety  of  autumn  flowers, 
and  a  cornucopia  of  harvest  fruits  and 
vegetables  adorned  the  banquet  tables. 
Huge  turkey  balloons  and  brightly  col¬ 
ored  streamers  hung  from  the  ceiling 
transforming  the  gym  for  the  holiday 
extravaganza. 

A  magnificent  catered  buffet 
offered  an  amazing  variety  of  entrees 
that  included  shrimp,  fish,  roast  beef, 
pork  chops,  grilled  chicken  and  ribs 
with  a  multitude  of  side  dishes  for 
accompaniment.  The  menu  was 
designed  with  the  thought  in  mind  that 
most  families  would  be  serving  either 
turkey  or  ham  the  following  day  and 
would  welcome  a  variation  from  the 
traditional  cuisine.  It  was  noted  that  in 
the  not  too  distant  past,  any  day  a  camp 
had  an  abundance  of  food  to  share  with 
family  and  friends,  it  was 
Thanksgiving. 

Rev.  Arlen  Payne  of  the  New 
Testament  Baptist  Church  spoke  briefly 
before  offering  the  blessing  for  the 
occasion. 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 

_  President  Richard  Bowers  Jr.,  Big 

Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress  and  Big  Cypress  Board 
Representative  Cicero  Osceola  took  turns 
greeting  the  large  extended  family  that  rep¬ 
resents  the  Seminole  Tribe,  its  friends  and 
affiliates. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out: 
“During  the  holiday  season  we  should 
remember  that  there  are  many  people  less 


Carlize  Bermudas  (R)  takes  time  out  from  her  breakfast  to  smile  for  the  camera. 


Judy  Weeks 

Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress  (L)  and  Big 
Cypress  Council  Representative  David 
Cypress  (R)  wish  their  mother,  Mary 
Frances,  a  happy  Thanksgiving. 


Chairman  Mitchell  Cypress, 
Council  Representative  David  Cypress  and 
Board  Representative  Cicero  Osceola 
addressed  the  gathering.  They  talked  about 
Tribal  ancestors,  past  Thanksgivings  and 
the  blessings  bestowed  upon  the  Seminole 
Tribe  in  recent  decades.  The  Chairman 
asked  everyone  to  include  our  Armed 
Forces  in  their  prayers  and  the  veterans 
who  have  made  our  freedom  possible. 

The  Ahfachkee  School  staff  did  a 
fantastic  job  of  preparing  and  serving  a 
very  diverse  and  nutritious  breakfast  to 
such  a  large  gathering  which  far  exceeds 
the  normal  daily  capability  of  their 
facilities. 

Big  Cypress  Community 
Luncheon 

All  Big  Cypress  Tribal 
Departments  closed  at  noon  on  Nov. 

21  for  the  Thanksgiving  holiday. 

Within  30  minutes,  community 
members,  employees,  friends  and 
affiliates  began  to  flood  into  the 
Gym  for  the  annual  Thanksgiving 
luncheon. 

As  they  entered  the  door 
they  were  greeted  by  the  music  of  a 
five  performance  by  Paul  Buster  and 
his  Cowbone  Band.  Playing  gospel 
and  country  music  that  spanned  sev¬ 
eral  decades,  they  were  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  festive  atmosphere 
and  brought  back  memories  of  past 
celebrations.  Buster  and  his  guitar 
were  joined  by  fellow  musician, 

Paul  Houlihan  on  the  steel  resonator 
or  doughbro. 

An  additional  surprise  was 
the  two  foreign  exchange  students 
that  are  currently  members  of  the 
Buster  household.  Yevgeniya 
Pashukevych  plays  the  guitar  and 
sings  and  her  companion  Piruza 
Shasopova  joined  her  in  vocals.  The 
young  ladies  have  traveled  halfway 
around  the  world,  coming  all  the 
way  from  the  Ukraine  to  study  in  the 
U.S.  Their  musical  repertoire  includ¬ 


fortunate  than  we  are  and  they  should  be 
included  in  our  prayers  along  with  the  men 
and  women  fighting  for  our  country  and 
freedom.” 

David  Cypress  said:  “This  is  a 
time  for  families  to  set  aside  their  differ¬ 
ences,  honor  their  elders  and  respect  each 
other.  Basically,  we  are  one  big  family 
with  a  common  heritage  that  has  given  us 
the  strength  to  survive  and  will  carry  us 
into  the  future.  Count  your  blessings, 
respect  yourselves  and  have  compassion 
for  others.” 


Nicodemus  Billie  attended  the  Thanksgiving 
party  in  traditional  clothing, 
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Hollywood  Preschool 
is  Thankful  for... 


My  sister 

-  Aden  James  Cypress 


Turkey 

-  Arissa  Cypress 


Pumpkin  bread 

-  Grace  Puente 


Princesses 


-  Jaela  Stewart 


Mommy  and  daddy 

-  Jakailee  Stewart 


Thanksgiving  Time  Brings  Families  to  the  Table 

Hollywood  Preschool  Hosts  Thanksgiving  Luncheon 


By  Lila  Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD  —  On  Thanksgiving,  many  peo¬ 
ple  take  the  time  out  to  be  with  family  and  friends,  relax, 
eat  and  be  thankful  for  the  things  they  have  in  this  world. 
The  students  of  the  Hollywood  Preschool  hosted  their 

annual  Thanksgiving  luncheon  for  their 
families  at  the  gym  on  Nov.  20. 

Even  in  the  midst  of 
running  around,  playing 
ly  and  friends, 
was  still  time  to  be 
ful  and  to  sit,  eat 
and  enjoy  the  good  food 
catered  by  Dorothy’s. 

Preschoolers  of 
Hollywood  were  in  festive 
spirit.  The  gym  displayed  lots 
of  Thanksgiving  decor  and  center- 
pieces  made  by  the  kids  themselves 
ready  to  take  home  and  decorate  their 
homes. 

Leona  Tommie- Williams,  pre¬ 
school  director,  said:  “I’m  just  so  happy  everyone  is  here;” 
as  she  looked  around  to  see  all  the  families  and  friends. 


Elliot  Young  and  son  Malacci. 


Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Mitch  Osceola  is  thankful  for  his  sons. 


The  luncheon  brought  the  Hollywood  communi¬ 
ty  together  to  celebrate  the  holiday. 


Seniors  Celebrate  Thanksgiving 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

(L-R)  Irene  Tommie,  President  Richard  Bowers 
Jr.  and  Pat  Bowers. 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

(L-R)  Maydell  Osceola,  Leslie  Osceola  and  Donna  Turtle  with 
President  Richard  Bowers  Jr. 


By  Elizabeth  Leiba 

HOLLYWOOD  — 

Thanksgiving  is  a  time  to  be 
grateful  for  family  and  friends. 
This  was  especially  true  for  the 
seniors  on  the  Hollywood 
reservation.  They  were  treated 
to  a  bountiful  Thanksgiving 
feast  which  included  turkey, 
ham  and  all  the  trimmings  at 
the  Senior  Center  on  Nov.  20. 

President  Richard 
Bowers  Jr.  was  in  attendance, 
in  addition  to  Hollywood 
Council  Representative  Max  B. 
Osceola  Jr.  and  Hollywood 
Board  Representative  Gloria 
Wilson.  President  Bowers  visit¬ 
ed  every  table,  laughing  and 
talking  with  each  elder.  As  he 
shook  each  hand  and  wished 
all  a  happy  Thanksgiving,  the 
holiday  cheer  brightened  the 
room. 

After  lunch  the  sen¬ 
iors  enjoyed  a  spirited  game  of 
bingo,  complete  with  prizes. 


Elizabeth  Leiba 

(L-R)  Lydia  Cypress,  President  Richard  Bowers 
Jr.  and  Claudia  Doctor. 


Preschool  Photos  by  Lila  Osceola-Heard 


Turkey  and  my  foods 

-  Jay  Bowers 


My  family 


Joey  Puente 


Turkey 


Jose  Puente 


My  family  and  toys 

-  Noami  Osceola 


Baby  sister 

-  Shailin  Huggins 


For  being  alive  and  well,  and  no 
bad  news 

-  Leona  Tommie  Williams 

Preschool  Director 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


30 


December  14,  2007 


AT  SEMINOLE  HARD  ROCK  HOTEL  &  CASINO 


*  $200,000  GIVEAWAY 

SUNDAYS'  AND  FRIDAYS  *  1PM  -  9PM 
$25,000  CASK  AWARDED  EACH  DAY 
SI  ,000  CASH  DRAWING  EVERY  30  MINUTES 
$10,000  GRAND  PRIZE  AT  9PM! 


$50,000  GIVEAWAY 

DECEMBER  17  4  IS  *  1PM  -9PM 
$10,000  AWARDED  EACH  DAY 


$60,000  GIVEAWAY 

SI 5,000  AWARDED  EVERY  THURSDAY  >  1PM  -  9PM 
$1 ,000  CASH  DRAWING  EVERY  HOUR 

$3,000  CASH  DRAWING  AT  3PM  «  $5,000  CASK  DRAWING  AT  9PM 


$40,000  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  GIVEAWAY 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  31  •  11  AM  -  TPM 

$1 ,000  CASH  OR  FREE  MACHINE  PLAY  DRAWINGS  EVERY  30  MINUTES 
$20,000  GRAND  PRIZE  DRAWING  AT  TPM 


2(S  GAMING  MACHINES 

NEW.  HOT,  READY  TC  HIT, 

COME  IN  AND  PLAY  NEW  2C  GAMING  MACHINES. 


Not  0  Players  club  Muni  her  yelT 
Sign  up  today,  h's  Iasi,  easy  and  fries! 
5«*  Players  Club  To»  ftlallt, 


HOLLYWOOD,  FL 
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£  PINES  BLUD. 
OKE  PINES! 


OPEN  7  DAYS! 


Every  Ford  Under  The  Florida  Sun 
Is  Right  Here  At  World  Ford 


Huge  Selection  Of 
Preowned ! 

All  Makes  And 
Models!  a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New  Ford 
Specials  To 
The  Seminole- 
Miccosukee 
Communities  And 
Their  Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE  SURE  TO  ASK  FOR 
HECTOR  ISABEL  (954-593-2586) 

Service  And  Parts  Specials  #  » 

Always  Available!  come 
By  Or  Just  Give  Us  A  Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^  AND 

FINANCING 


See  Your  New  Ford  For  Less 
Somewhere  Else? 

We’ll  Beat  Their  Price! 

Just  Call  Us! 


600QCMI 

p’fiiyf  nrF 
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Happy  Birthdays 


Happy  birthday  Armani  Cypress. 
You  are  2  years  old  this  month! 

With  love  from, 

Mommy  (Doreen),  daddy 
(Chris),  big  brother  Akol  and  big  sisters 
Akira  and  Asiana  and  rest  of  the  Bird 
Clan 


Victoria...  Dec.  2007, 

To  a  woman  who  is  a  very  special 
person  in  my  life,  I  wish  you  the  best  on 
this  day  made  especially  for  you.  I  pray 
that  all  your  prayers  and  wishes  will  come 
true.  Happy  birthday  to  you  Miss  Victoria 
Mariana  Mtz. 

Josh,  never  forget  that  you’re  in 
my  thoughts  always.  And  don’t  forget  to 
smile  because  I  will  always  be  here  for 
you  no  matter  what.  Aww  snap,  you’re  29 
this  month.  Thinking  of  you  a  beautiful 
butterfly. 

Native  love  always, 

Tewa  Marie  Martinez 

OKLAS 


Wishing  Leilani  Jean  Gopher  a 
happy  birthday  on  Dec.  25.  It’s  hard  to 
believe  that  number  6  is  here  already; 
seems  like  only  yesterday  God  blessed  me 
and  mom  with  our  little  princess. 

You’re  growing  and  I  cannot 
imagine  you  getting  more  beautiful  as  a 
person,  but  the  more  I  see  and  hear,  the 
more  I  become  convinced.  If  I  never 
receive  another  gift  on  Christmas,  it  does 
not  matter  because  that  Christmas  morn¬ 
ing,  God  provided  the  greatest  gift  ever! 

As  you  begin  to  blow  out  those 
candles  on  your  cake,  always  know  that 
daddy’s  right  there  inside,  watching  and 
smiling.  I  love  you  Lei-Lei. 

Always  and  forever, 

Dad 


Happy  1st  birthday  to  our  son, 

Josie  Hiddo  Cantu. 

Love, 

Mommy  (Alicia  F.  Wilson), 
daddy  (Michael  S.  Cantu),  and  grand¬ 
parents  Mary  Jane  and  Michael  Cantu 


Dylan  -  3  Years  Old 


Happy  birthday  to  my  baby, 
Wonk-a-doodles. 

Love, 

Mommy,  daddy,  Ashley,  Kyle, 
Talia,  Kassiah 


Classified  Ads 


For  rent:  1  bedroom/1  bath- 
room/kitchen.  $400.  Great  for  a 
single  person/child.  Located  in 
Lakeport  area  near  Brighton 
Reservation.  Please  call  (863)  634- 
4384  for  more  info. 


For  sale:  Single  trailer.  12  feet  x  60 
feet.  3  bedroom/2  bathrooms.  Near 
Canal.  Please  call  (863)  634-4384 
for  more  info. 


Congratulations 


Congratula 
tions  to  Cheyenne 
Nunez  on  receiving 
the  Bronze  Award 
and  first  place  on 
your  essay  “Why  it 
is  important  to  be  a 
Native  American.” 
We  love  you  and 
are  very  proud  of 


Congratulations 
Daniel  Nunez  Jr.  on 
receiving  the  Gold 
Award  for  this  nine 
weeks  of  school.  We 
love  you  so  much  and 
are  very  proud  of  you. 
Happy  belated  1 1th 
birthday  on  Sept.  28. 

A  quote  for  you 
Daniel,  from  your  sister 
Cheyenne:  “Some  peo¬ 
ple  want  it  to  happen. 
Some  people  wish  it 
would  happen.  Some 
people  make  it  happen. 
You  make  it  happen.  I 
love  you  brother.” 

Love  always, 
Mom,  dad, 
Cheyenne  and 
Courtney 


Jarrid  Smith  and 
FAU  Teammates 
Are  Co-Sunbelt 
Champions 

Congratulations  to  our 
Seminole  son  Jarrid  Smith  and 
the  whole  Florida  Atlantic 
University  football  team,  from 
Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  who  are  now  the 
Co-Sunbelt  Champions.  Up  next 
for  Smith  and  his  team  is  the  New 
Orleans  Bowl,  to  be  broadcast  on 
ESPN  on  Dec.  21. 


“Show  them 
what  an  Indian 
can  do,  Son.” 

-  Jim  Thorpe  s  Dad  \ . 
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Seminole  Edition  |  Bud.  h?  sow  zjp<™gef  InctoperdBJice  Edition  |  Pu*w  h?  ajar  jspi 


Tribal  Edition  |  w*te_H2jco?_i£i 


F3sot9«  SoBe  Edition  | 


MILLENIUM  LIMO,  INC. 

www.milIeniemlimo.com 


American  Idol  Edition  I 


Freedom  Edition  I  a**  va,  wj 


2C07u*hhi  lows  Car  niPnw^oi* 


22-Seat  2(M>7  Hummer  H2 
Eagle  1  Edition 


EcKKnaOD&U*!  A  Bade  Passenger  Mercedes  BeuifSSa.  4.  Passenger 

Over  18  Hummers,  Chmlers,  Mercedes  and  Escalades  to  choose  from! 

Starting  out  at  $55/lir  for  Regular  Limos 
$99/lir  Tor  Hummer  H2  Limos  and  Escalade  Limos 

Itic  I  nicest  SUV  Fleet  in  South  Florida  and  (he  lowest  prices. 

Fleet:  10  Passenger  Lincoln  Tewttmr,  Excursions  from  I  S/22/26 
(XiiKc timers.  Hummer  ill,  CmliUuc  Escahtdi  20fJ7r  Chrysler  JOO. 


,  4500  Wall 

S'. Kind  Syrian 


Wei  Ftp-r 


Las  Veg-^v  Syle  Slot  Madum- 
(fcirwunimmcni  [luipoMiwib  i 


1-800-808-2062 

Weddings  *  Night  Outs  •  Airport  Port  Transfers  •  Excursions  *  Much  More  trmes  may  he  higher  un 

Fax:  954-704-9/06  ■  Email:  miKeni um}i mos <&aoL com  ■  We  cover  the  fallowing  counties.'  Lee,  Cottier,  Dude,  Broward,  Palm  Beach 


Depart 

I’ve  hard  a  man  can  be  reached  through  his  heart 
In  such  a  way  that  from  his  errors  he’d  depart 
If  only  the  truth  would  lay  a  path  and  reveal 
He’d  march  along  with  a  gentle  patience  and  a  car¬ 
ing  skill 

Never  would  he  succumb  to  an  obstacle  which 
appeared  great 

The  joys  and  pains,  to  each  other  somehow  he’d 
relate 

Both  become  a  reward  in  some  strange  way 
How  he  longs  to  separate  the  lonely  night  from  the 
long  day 

These  words  carry  meaning  yet  there’s  an  added 
twist 

Searching  the  temptations  one  could  not  easily 
resist 

The  highs  and  lows,  for  there’s  not  one  without  the 
other 

Hidden  glory  is  not  easily  discovered 

The  payment  in  tears  is  great  in  cost 

Yet  it  flows  freely  for  that  which  seems  lost 

With  each  trial,  defeat  lies  in  wait 

The  only  guarantee  is  that  death  never  runs  late 

Writing,  I  sit  and  wonder. . . 

How  can  I  reach  out  to  others  is  a  question  I  ponder 
For  me,  experience  offers  much 
With  words  maybe  I  can  reach  out  to  what  hands 
cannot  touch 

Addictions,  a  liar,  a  cheat,  and  a  thief 
Guilty  of  all  and  admitting  forth  a  souls  relief 
To  drug  deals  and  gun  play  I  was  no  stranger 
There  was  a  time  I  thrived  in  such  danger 
Am  I  better  or  worse  than  any;  not  at  all 
I  only  hope  to  help  others  avoid  a  fall 
It  won’t  be  easy  but  something  inside  pushes  me  to 
try 

It’s  time  for  us,  warriors,  to  wipe  the  tears  from  our 
mother’s  eye 

I’ve  heard  a  man  can  be  reached  through  his  heart 
In  such  a  way  that  from  his  errors  he’d  depart 

—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 


I  Remember  You 

I  remember  you  from  back  in  the  days  very  well;  memories  are 
all  I  have  as  I  sit  in  this  cell.  Though  many  people  have  forgot¬ 
ten  me  I  refuse  to  do  the  same,  Anyway  it  was  great  to  hear 
from  you  &  I  truly  hope  you  continue  to  maintain. 

After  I  received  your  letter  &  photo  I  said  to  myself  maybe 
look  what  used  to  he  mine,  jet  black  hair  beautiful  &  fine. 

Yes  there’s  no  doubt  to  you  the  years  have  been  great;  you 
know  what  song  is  going  through  my  head  right  now?  “For  old 
times  sake.” 

I  wish  I  could  be  there  &  hear  you  speak  the  language  of  our 
Tribe;  no  doubt  you  are  everything  a  warrior  could  want  in  an 
Indian  bride. 

You’re  traditional,  you  speak  the  language  &  you’re  into  the 
culture  as  well,  you’re  one  that  will  not  forget  the  struggles  & 
for  future  generations  you  have  stories  to  tell. 

There  is  so  much  more  to  being  a  Seminole  than  getting  paid, 
it’s  people  like  you  within  the  Tribe  that  can  pass  that  knowl¬ 
edge  on  to  the  ignorant  about  the  progress  we  made. 

You  were  always  down  to  earth  &  I  have  much  respect  because 
you’re  still  the  same,  no  Indian  should  let  white  mans  paper 
change  them  that’s  a  black  &  white  game. 

Though  it’s  been  years  it’s  great  to  know  they  haven’t  corrupt¬ 
ed  your  mind,  stay  that  strong,  intelligent,  defiant  Seminole 
woman  that’s  one  of  a  kind. 

I  remember  you  after  all  these  years  I’ve  been  gone,  much  love 
&  thank  you  for  writing.  Think  of  me  when  you  hear  “Life 
goes  on.” 


—  Ike  T.  Harjo 
Panther  Clan 


Heavenly  Child 

Leilani,  my  heavenly  child;  Oh!  So  true! 

Hawaiian  in  name,  yet  god  has  given  more  of  heaven  through  you 
Special  I  hope  you’ll  know  you  always  are 
Even  more  than  the  times  we’d  sing  itsy  bitsy  spider  and  twinkle, 
twinkle  little  star 

So  incredible,  had  you  not  been  mine,  never  would  I  believe 

That  gifts  are  given  each  Christmas  and  in  2001, 1  did  receive 

This  little  princess  forever  my  heart  will  hold  dear 

Even  in  my  distortion  your  beauty  remains  clear 

I’m  at  a  loss  for  words  because  I  wish  I  was  more 

All  I  have  will  never  he  enough  for  the  girl  I  adore 

Precious,  I  let  you  down  by  failing  to  do  my  best 

Creating  absence  was  the  biggest  mistake  by  a  dad  who  simply 

became  less 

Each  day  I  love  you  more  and  our  memories  I  hold  close 
Never  will  these  walls  keep  my  heart  from  that  it  cherishes  most 
Inside  us  both  we’ll  always  stay  together  in  our  own  unique  style 
I  love  you  so  much  . . .  My  Heavenly  Child 


—  Leslie  J.  Gopher 


Blue  Day 

These  are  miserable  days  when  you  feel 

lousy,  grumpy,  lonely  and  utterly  exhausted 

Days  when  you  feel  small  and  insignificant, 

when  everything  seems  just  out  of  reach 

You  can’t  rise  to  occasion 

Just  getting  started  seems  impossible 

On  blue  days  you  become  paranoid  that 

everyone  is  out  to  get  you 

(This  is  not  always  such  a  bad  thing) 

You  fell  frustrated  and  anxious,  which  can 
induce  a  nail  biting  frenzy  that  can  escalate 
into  a  triple-chocolate-mud-cake-eating 
frenzy  in  a  blink  of  an  eye! 

On  blue  days  you  feel  like  you’re  floating 
in  an  ocean  of  sadness 
You’re  about  to  burst  into  tears  at  any 
moment  and  you  don’t  even  know  why 
Ultimately,  you  feel  like  you’re  wandering 
through  life  without  purpose 
You’re  not  sure  how  much  longer  you  hang 
on,  and  you  feel  like  shouting,  “Will  some¬ 
one  please  shoot  me?” 

It  doesn’t  take  much  to  bring  on  a  blue  day 
You  might  just  wake  up  not  feeling  or  look¬ 
ing  your  best,  find  some  new  wrinkles,  put 
on  a  little  weight,  or  get  a  huge  pimple  on 
your  nose 

You  could  forget  your  date’s  name  or  have 
an  embarrassing  photograph  published 
You  might  get  dumped,  divorced,  fired, 
make  a  fool  of  yourself  in  public,  be  afflict¬ 
ed  with  a  demanding  nickname,  or  just 
have  a  plain  old  bad  hair  day 
Maybe  work  is  a  pain  in  the  butt 
You’re  under  major  pressure  to  fill  someone 
else’s  shoes,  your  boss  is  picking  on  you 
and  everyone  in  the  office  is  driving  you 

You  might  have  a  splitting  headache,  or  a 
slipped  disk,  bad  breath,  a  toothache, 
chronic  gas,  dry  lips,  or  a  nasty  ingrown 
toenail 

Whatever  the  reason,  you’re  convinced  that 
someone  up  there  doesn’t  like  you 
Oh  what  to  do,  what  to  do? 

Well,  if  you’re  like  most  people,  you’ll  hide 
behind  a  flimsy  belief  that  everything  will 
sort  itself  out 

Then  you’ll  spend  the  rest  of  your  like 
looking  over  your  shoulder,  waiting  for 
everything  to  go  wrong  all  over  again 
All  the  while  becoming  crusty  and  cynical 
or  a  pathetic,  sniveling  victim 
Until  you  get  so  depressed  that  you  lie 
down  and  beg  the  earth  to  swallow  you  up 
or  even  worse,  become  addicted  to  Billy 
Joel  songs 

This  is  crazy,  because  you’re  only  young 
once  and  you’re  never  old  twice 


Who  know  what  fantastic  things  are  in  store 
just  around  the  comer? 

After  all,  the  world  is  full  of  amazing  dis¬ 
coveries,  things  you  can’t  even  imagine 

There  are  delicious,  happy  sniffs  and 
scrumptious  snacks  to  share 
Hey,  you  might  end  up  fabulously  rich  or 
even  become  a  huge  superstar  (one  day) 
Sounds  good,  doesn’t  it? 

But  wait,  there’s  more! 

There  are  handstands  and  games  to  play 
and  yoga  and  karaoke  and  wild,  crazy, 
bohemian  dancing 
But  best  of  all,  there’s  romance 
Which  means  long  dreamy  star,  whispering 
sweet  nothings,  cuddles,  smooches,  more 
smooches,  and  even  more  smooches,  a 
frisky  love  bite  or  two,  and  then,  will,  any¬ 
thing  goes 

So  how  can  you  find  that  blissful  just-slid- 
ing-into-a-hot-bubble-bath  feeling 

First,  step  slinking  away  from  all  those  nag¬ 
ging  issues 

It’s  time  to  face  the  music 
Now,  just  relax 

Take  some  deep  breaths  (in  through  the 
nose  and  out  through  the  mouth) 

Try  to  meditate  if  you  can 

Or  go  for  a  walk  to  just  clear  your  head 

Accept  the  fact  that  you’ll  have  to  let  go  of 

some  emotional  baggage 

Try  seeing  things  from  a  different  perspec- 

Maybe  you’re  actually  the  one  at  fault 
If  that’s  the  case,  be  big  enough  to  say 
you’re  sorry  (it’s  never  too  late  to  do  this) 

If  someone  else  is  doing  the  wrong  thing, 
stand  up  tall  and  say  “That’s  not  right  and  I 
won’t  stand  for  it!” 

It’s  okay  to  be  forceful 

(It’s  rarely  okay  to  blow  raspberries) 

Be  proud  of  who  you  are,  Native 
Americans,  but  don’t  lose  the  ability  to 
laugh  at  yourself 

(This  is  a  lot  easier  when  you  associate 
with  positive  people) 

Live  every  day  as  if  it  were  your  last, 

because  one  day  it  will  be 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  bite  off  more  than  you 

So  take  a  big  risk 

And  never  hang  back 

Get  out  there  and  go  for  it 

After  all,  isn’t  that  what  life  is  all  about? 

Yes,  I  think  so  too. 

—  Willie  M.  Osceola 
Panther  Clan 
Boca  Raton,  Fla. 
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The  Trail  Indian  Independent  Baptist 
Church  Christmas  Program  Presents 
“A  King  is  Bom” 

Sunday,  December  9,  2007 


Lunch  at  12  p.m. 
Dinner  at  5:30  p.m. 
Program  to  Follow 


#1  Gift  Basket  And 
Connection  Since  1993 


Floral,  Gourmet  And  Specially  Gifts 

GOURMET  DLLIGI  ITS,. ,  GOUKMLT  BASKETS  AND  GOODIES 

FLORAL  DEPRESSIONS . . . . . FRESH  FLOWERS 

INDULGENCE. _ - . .  BODY  CARE  PRODUCTS 

PRECIOUS  MOMEN  T . ...BABY  AND  MOM  PRODUC1S 

WITH  SYMPATHY....... . . . F(  ORAL  /  GOURMET 

FRESH  BAKED . COOKIES,  BROWNIES  A  PASTRllS 

YOUR  BUSINESS  IMAGE . . . -CG^RATE  G IFTS 


4-92>62 


954 


LOcnl  Delivery 
IFmward  flr  Dade  County 
Wire  Service.  We  Shifi  Anywhe^  iti.Tlw  USA 
t  ast  Minute  Orders.  All  Majnr  OtdU  Cards 


230  N.  DixiepTwy,  Bay  22 
Hj^fwood,  FL 

www.  KiHif^ifrornhi)]  ly  wcscid  .c:om 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets*! 
And  Goodies 


"  ..  .. 

.  —  - - - -  —  -  _  _ _ 

Attention  Tribal  Citizens: 

Seminole  Broadcasting  is  seeking  a  self-motivated  &  energetic 

Tribal  citizen  to  take  on  the  responsibilities  of  assistant  director 
in  the  department.  This  great 
opportunity  is  open  to  any  Tribal  citi¬ 
zens  with  a  four  year  degree  in  busi-  _ _ ^-yTT^fc.- _ . 

ness,  media  arts,  video  produc-  T 

tion,  broadcasting,  communica- 

Senior’s  Center  Christmas  Party 

Wednesday  December  19,  2007  •  All  festivities  will  begin  @  10:00  a.m. 

Senior’s  Christmas  Arts,  Crafts 
&  Yard  Sale 

Monday  December  3,  2007  •  At  the  Ballfield.  Selling  begins  @  7:00  a.m. 

All  Tribal  citizens  are  welcome  to  sell 

Tents  and  tables  will  be  provided  on  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis 

WEEKLY  RECOVERY  MEETINGS  SCHEDULE 

tions  or  any  other  related  field. 
Applications  Available  in  Human 
Resources  Department  or  at 
www.semtribe.com 


MONDAYS 

12:00  Noon  Every  Week 


Big  Cypress 
Sober  House 


TUESDAYS 

7 :3<)  E1  M  Even1  Week 


Brighton  Sober  House 


an  after  tours  emarueney  con 

l>  I  i  T  i  ■  J 


WEDNESDAYS 

1  2:00  Noon  Every  Week 

8:30  PM  Every  Week 


Big  Cypress  Sober 
House 

Hollywood  Admin. 


17-7517 


THURSDAYS 

7:30PM  Every  Week 


Big  Cypress  Sober 
House 


Press  the  following  lor  your  reservation: 
Press  1  for  Hollywood  a  Trail 
Press  2  for  Big  Cypress  &  Immekalee 
Press  3  lor  Brlshioo,  Ft.  Pierce  a  Tampa 

rat*  owner  ft  omiftOft:  Sonne  8  o  m  ftentore  r finer  ■  mi  g*r*Hiu*aii  *  su eon 


2007  UPCOMING  EVENTS 
October  -Annual  12  Step  Retreat 
November-Native  American  AA  Conle reace 
□ecemuer-Attitude  at  Gratitude  Banquet 
far  miarmaiton  contact  Family  3arvlce«-239  J67.34S0 


Itimate 


&  Entertainment 

Premium  Seating  For 
All  Local  &  National  Events 
Concerts  ★  Sports  ★  Theatre 

For  All  Events  Call; 

(305)  444-TIXX  (8499)  (800)  881-8499 
Visit  us  at:  www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy  with  our  Entertainment  Service? 
Try  our  Full  Travel  Service 

Cruises  Hotels  +  Airlines 

305-44S-6566  or <866)445-6566 
Visit  us  at:  w  w  w.  prefer  red  ultimatetraveh  com 


Upcoming  Events: 

Chris  Brown/Bow  Wow 
Foreigner 
R  Kelly/j  Holiday 
Willie  Nelson 
Wu  Tang  Clan 
Matchbox  20 
Van  Halen 
Bonjovi 

Florida  Panthers 
Miami  Heat 
Orange  Bowl  Game 


We  Deliver  *  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


BEST  PRICE  *  BEST  TICKETS  *  BEST  SERVICE*  BEST  PRICE  *  BEST  PRICE’*1  BIST  TICKETS  *  BEST  SERVICE*  BEST  PRICE 


The  Seminole  Tribune 


36 


December  14,  2007 


FrontRowUSA.com 


Ticket  Brokers 


Concerts  |  Theatre  [  Sports 

Local,  National,  and  Worldwide  Events 

+ - 

At  FrontRowUSA,  ticket 
buying  is  hassle- free 
and  there  are  no 
questions  as  to  where 
the  seats  are  located. 

Let  us,  your  expert 
ticket  broker ,  take  care 
of  everything. 

FrontRowUSA  is  up 
front  and  honest , 
putting  you  up  front ! 

- * 

ALL  CONCERTS,  LAS  VEGAS  EVENTS, 
SPORTS  AND  THEATRE 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE 
AND  WORLDWIDE  ORDER  YOUR 
TICKETS  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR  BY  PHONE 

(954)  455*1929  OR  (800)  446  8499 

WE  DELIVER  TO  YOU!  ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
*  Proudly  Serving  the  Seminole  &  Miccosukee  Tribe  for  over  IS  years!  * 


Top  Concerts 


MUSIC  OF  LED  ZEPPELIN 
NOSOTROS  SOMOS  NINOS 
R-  KELLY 

PLACIDO  DOMINGO 
JAY  BLACK 

LAST  COMIC  STANDING 
_ K.O.  LANG _ 

Top  Sports 

ALL  NFL.NBA,  MLB, 
NHL  TEAMS 
MIAMI  DOLPHINS 
MIAMI  HEAT 
ORANGE  BOWL 
SUPER  BOWL 
MIAMI  HURRICANES 
FSU  SEMINOLES 
ALL  NASCAR  EVENTS 
YOUR  SUPER  BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW! 
PRO  BULL  RIDERS 
WORLD  FINALS 
{LAS  VEGAS) 


Top  Theatre 


LORD  OF  THE  DANCE 
MARC  SALEM'S  MIND  CONTROL 
M0MIX 

SPECIALIZING  IN 
ALL  KIDS  EVENTS 
CIRQUE  DREAMS 
MY  FAIR  LADY 
BROADWAY  ON  ICE 
PLAYHOUSE  DISNEY  LIVE 


BEST  PRICE*  BEST  TICKETS*  BEST  SERVICE*  BEST  PRICE  *  BEST  PRICE*  BEST  TICKETS*  BEST  SERVICE*  BEST  PRICE 


